






























































those who popularized the decisions of the Plenum of the E.C.Y.C.I,
on mass work. I have in mind Comrade Mareucei, Comrade Mar-
cucei, together with the Party leaders, began to work out the ques-
tion of work in the fascist youth organization Dopolavoro. This i8
a mass organization, It has 18,000 sections, of which about 3,000 are
in factorics. The leadership of this organization is of course
in the hands of the fascists. Among its members there is a
growth of dissatisfaction with the fascist policy of the leaders.
For long years the Italian League, as a sectarian organization,
ienored the work among the vouth in Dopolavoro and other
organizations, What was their task? Their task was to go, or
rather to begin, to work among these youth according to the
decisions of the December Plenum of the Y.C.L

Comrade Marcucei, and the C.C. together with him, understood
this correetly, but they raised the question and orientated the
League incorrectly. They supplemented the decisions of the
Plenum of the Y.C.l. and launched the slogan “Dopolavoro into
the Hands of the Toilers.” What does this mean? When Com-
rade Marcucei explaing, it seems all right. But then, slogans
should be launched not so that we can write special letters
afterwards and whole volumes of comments to give explanations.
Does this slogan, “Dopolavoro into the Hands of the Toilers,"”
express class content, and does it show what we want? Does not
this slogan confuse the youth when they sece that it is led by
toilers even though they are fascists?

But the essence of the matter is not in this, but in whether
the question ean be raised thus in principle, In the conditions
of the fascist dictatorship, can we put forward the slogan of
winning the fascist mass youth organizations into the hands of
the toilers? This is a questiun'nf principle. On its resolution
depend out tactics in the struggle for the masses of the youth.
I think that such a slogan is wrong in prineiple. Why! Because
it forms the illusion among the masses of the youth that with-
put destroying the bourgeois fascist system in a revolutionary
way, we may secure and educate the youth organizationally and
ideologically, gradually changing them and making them Com-
munists.

We must not confuse two conceptions on the winning of
the majority of the working olass and therefore of the youth to
our side, and the winning of other organizations which are hostile
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cide of Communism, through jE?EInping tﬁdpz?:g;:d wm; % t.hE
ist teachings among them, through mobiilzing them fn : Lemnl-
and political fights, through leading them to th;rh:"“.““’“'“
under the leadership of the Communist Party. We can in w‘;ﬂm{lm
bers bring them under our ideological and organizational i;ff;un“m-
creating organizations in various forms, as the Y.C.L.. ote Unde:ntr:’
conditions of capitlaism we can work correctly nmuné thé mass 3
the youth, get into our hands the leadership of various :::21
bourgeois fascist youth mass organizations. And we set ourselves
this tausk. But under conditions of capitalism, without breakin
them, we cannot get into our hands the bourgeois youth mnui
organizations as organmizations. We do not set ourselves such
a task, We set ourselves the task of uniting the masses of the
vouth around the Communist Party in the struggle for Soviet
power. We set ourselves the task of overthrowing the rule of
the bourgeoisie in a revolutionary manner, breaking and destroy-
ing its whole apparatus, its whole system, including the ma-ss
bnur;.:-:uiﬁ youth organizations, so as to form our own proletarian
organizations, our Soviet system and apparatus.

| Comrade Marcucei and the C.C, evidently did not take this
mto account, and made a mistake. They must withdraw this
slogan as being incorrect in principle. They should withdraw it
ﬂf_l the more Lecause another slogan has arisen from it—“Down
E‘*lth polities.” In Dopolavoro there is dissatisfaction with the
faseist policy. The youth who are members of various eultural
Hﬁud educational organizations in the Dopolavoro system some-
t}ltI{'.-'- oppose the fascist policy, do not wish to go to demonstra-
tions, meectings, ecte. Some of our would-be politicians have
ff”*""!'h‘ﬂ to weneralize these feelings in the political slogan,
Down with polities.” This slogan was eriticized at one time
by ll]h' Italian C.C. as undoubtedly incorrect. If such a slogan
begins to be cultivated among the masses of the youth and to
:.’:;]:'-"--' Wiy among them, it can only play into the hln'h ﬂf
w—}:i:b:lnl and nmﬁk{- work difficult for us among thﬂ '?nuﬂ.l"
pt do you think ¢ Will not the fascists support this slogan?

€ will support it and direct it against us, who are bringing
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in Communist politics, We must not only take baek this slogan
as one which orientates the vouth in Italy incorrectly, but we
must prevent its penetration into Germany among the youth in
the forced labor camps, ns well as among the youth in other
countries,

In practice possibly we should not shout loudly, “Down with
fascist politics!” But we should always explain deeply and with
political clearness the anti-proletarian essence of this polities,
its faseist essence, and not confuse the youth by slogans which
orientate them improperly.

Our line is clearly set out in the decisions of the XIIT Plenvm
of the E.C.C.I. and the December Plenum of the E.CY.CI. We
must come to the mass youth organizations, We must develop
mass political work in them. In them we must form organs of
the united front. hold discussions, meetings, demonstrations.
We must unite the yvouth in them for the struggle for their econo-
mic interests. We must distribute our newspapers and leaflets there,
On establishing contacts with the broad masses of the youth, we
must recruit them into the Y.C.L. and through them we must pene-
trate into the factories.

But what should we take into consideration when doing so?
The question of leadership, the question of organization plays
a decitive role. These organizations are led by experienced and
bard-boiled bourgeois politicians and organizers, We must not
think that without the help and leadership of the Communist
Party, without the formation of special cadres of aectivists for
work in the mass organizations, without this scetion of the
work being one of the most important in the Y.C.L. committees,
we can obtain decisive successes, This is the first point.
And the second is that inside the mass organizations we must
form Y.C.L. groups, form Y.C.L. fractions and Y.C.I. cells, We
must ensure the everyday personal and concrete leadership of
the Y.C.L.ers who work in the mass bourgeois youth organiza-
tions by the Party and Y.C.I. organizations.

In the same way we raise the question of work in the forced
labor camps. In this respect, all the Leagues, and especially the
Y.C.L. of the U. S. A. and Great Britain, must make the maxi-
mum use of the rich experience of work of the German Y.CL.
The German Y.C.L.,, which has eliminated the under-estimation
of work among the youth in the forced labor camps, according
to the directives of the E.C.Y.C.I,, has succceded in obtaining
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corious successes in the work among these vouth,

this does not mean that everything is idea) in .the Ger
No. But its experience both favorable and unfavorable must
pe considered in order to carry on the struggle in the shortest

possible time against the slavish compulsory system of exploita-
tion and fascization of the youth.

We must reorganize the work immediately in such g way
as to penctrate into the most varied strata of the vouth. We
cannot work only among the youth who are near to the Com-
munist Party. We cannot ignore the student youth in our mass
work, considering their radicalization and the existenee of enor-
mous possibilities for work among them. We must also categor-
jeally demand  from the Y.CL. of imperialist countries that
they give real help to all organizations which are working in
colonial countries under extremely difficolt conditions. We must
remember that at the present time, when the bourgeoisie is
mobilizing all means of destroying the Y.CL. and driving it
underground, the work among the masses of youth takes on
exceptional Impbrtnnrc.

Some  Leagues, the majority of the Leagues, are preparing
to go underground. Every League, every Y.CL, organization,
must now be prepared for this, It would not be correct if this
preparation  for going underground were limited only to the
setting up of illegal technique, rendezvous, addresses, printing
plants, cte. Preparations to go underground, to meet the blows
of reaction means above :tl], to go to the masses, because work
amonyg the masses guarantees that no terror can root out Com-
munist influence. It is precisely in this direction that the illegal
Leagues must reorganize their work and that the German League
must orpanize its work. This is precisely what we should demand
above ull from the Yugo-Slavian comrades, from the Italian and
Japanese Leagues,

Of Lourse,
min Y.CIL.

Reorganization of the Inner-Life of the Y. C. L.

At the December Plenum of the Y.CI, a great deal of atten
ton was paid to the reconstruction of the content, forms -l_ltﬂ
mz:thml:. of the work of the Y.C.L. It was pointed out ‘that
this reconstruction must be carried out on the basis of ﬂtl
development of self-criticism and inner League dmmcy-' H‘“
Weé gained very mmeh in this respect during this year? No,
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very, very little, An exception is the German Y.C.L. which was
foreed to go underground, and on the whole reorganized itself
capably, putting its stake on the development of the initiative of
the members., But if we look at the Leagues which are still
developing illegally, we must say directly that for some of them
the Plenum of the Y.CI. seems not to have taken place, although
their sceretaries were at the Plenum,

Today we have again to raise the same questions, possibly
in a sharper form than before. We must raise these questions
still more sharply, the question of the reorganization of our
Leagues and contacts with the masses, because there exist sen-
timents in favor of replacing these questions and the examina-
tion of the decisions of the December Plenum of the E.C.Y.C.L
by something new which we do not know. In many Leagues
there are still big fluctuations, local groups and factory Y.C.L.
cells are still formed, but the number of them is not only failing
to increase, but is reducing. How can this be explained? Is it
because the youth are afraid of persecution? If we are speaking
of France and other countries where the Y.C.L, works legally,
this question loses its significance, And it is in these very
countries that we find the greatest isolation and the greatest
fluctuations. Evidently, the reasons must be sought above all
in the content of the work of the Y.C.L. organizations.

What is characteristic of their work? I would say “unem-
ployment.” In other words, a characteristic feature is that a
small strata of activists work, or rather try to work, for the
masses of members, try to replace them. A young man or girl
comes into the Y.C.L. Is special work organized with them as
new members, as in the Y.C.L. of the Soviet Union, previously
snd at the present time? No. They have come to the Y.CL.
If there is no campaign, meeting or demonstration on hand,
they are left to themselves. Please yourself whether you work
or not. If you want to learn revolutionary theory, all right,
and if not, also all right. Do you want to pay membership
dues or not, it is all the same. And what is the result?! The
result is that they remain members for a month or two, come
to meetings, hear speeches on fascism, militarism, pacifism, oppor-
tunism, and a lot of other “isms”, and leave us. They leave us
while the “red hot" activists are complaining that there are no
activists, no cadres, and that it is hard for them to work with
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ten different jobs. Is that not right? Ang should it not be
changed in a very short time? Of course it should,

We must reorganize the work immediately in such a wav
that every Y.C.L.er will carry out work aecording to his abili-
ties. Serious political tasks face the Y.CL. It will not carry

out these tasks unless it mobilizes and develops the initiative
and energy of all its members.

[t is said that our activists are growing slowly, This is not
frue. It is just as untrue as it would be to say that at present
the political activity of the youth is falling. Anyone who says
such a thing cannot see living people, does not know the cadres
of activists, and is afraid to promote new yvoung cadres to
leading work. In our Leagues there are activists, and not bad
ones at nll. We must only orgenize proper political and educa-
tional work with them. DBut this work with the aetivists is
not carticd on even in places where it could easily be organized
and should be organized. It frequently happens that a young
man is promoted to the leadership of an organization, or more
rarely, n girl, but no work is earried on with them, they
arc not helped, and they turn out to be incapable leaders, and

Jater the label of opportunism and sectarianism is stuck on to
them,

It is necessary to organize systematic work with the active
members. Not with the active members in general, but with
their various groups, with industrial unit secretaries, with group
secretaries, with street unit secretaries, with workers in mass
organizations, with active workers in forced labor camps, with
workers among the children, with workers on the press, sport,
ete. The active workers must be given the necessary literature,
and  exchange of experiences must be organized personally as
well as through the press. Where illegal conditions exist and
open meetinzs cannot be held, it is preciscly at meeotings of the
active workers, or at small meetings, that not only general P"m‘
wal questions, but also questions of concrete work must be taken
up. Al these questions, although we are putting them forward
today at the Plenum of the Y.C.I, must be further worked out
more deeply and coneretely to suit the conditions of struggle in
the respective country or place. In the committees and cells
more attention must be paid to conerete inner-League questions,
48 dor example, the question of growth. The question of growth
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is not in the center of our attention, and some comrades are now
trving to change the slogan that the Y.C.L. must be broader than
the Party, giving as the reason that terror is being strengthened.
Some comrades do mot wish to sce the achievements of the
Y.CI. of Poland in heroically fighting for the cause of the
Party and rallving the working yvouth around itself. The com-
mittees and cells must pay greater attention to the concrete
questions of examining the work of the cell itself, the question
of discipline, the struggle against provocation, ete. This requires
a change in the work of the leading committees themselves.
Paper leadership and the isolation of the committees from the
lower organizations still flourishes. We must break this bureau-
cracy, We must make it a compulsory condition for every worker
on a committee that he should devote the maximum of his time
to work directly in the lower organizations. The greatest work
among the masses is now demanded from every Y.CLer, and
less of all kinds of unnecessary “internal” meetings with the
discussion of “world problems.”

Of course, a great deal more could be said on inner-League
questions, but this would mean to repeat from first to last all
that was said a year ago at the December Plenum of the Y.C.L
But, without repeating this, it should be emphasized that seli-
criticism is badly developed among us, that Party control and
Party leadership are insufficient, and for this precise reason
many comrades talk a lot about work but do mot work, and get
away with it. The Y.C.L.ers must take the work of their lead-
ing organs under strict Bolshevik control. The task of the
leading organs is not to fear self-criticism, but to develop it,
because it discloses our shortcomings, helps to eliminate them,
strengthens the organization, and cements our ranks,

The task is ours to take the initiative in putting before
every Party organization not only general and personal, but
chiefly, concrete questions of League work. Only in this way
can we bring about an improvement of Party leadership and
help.

At the same time we must develop a real struggle against
manifestations of opportunism and sectarianism.

In practice it often happens that when we talk about the
struggle against opportunism, against sectarianism in general,
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then all the enemies of opportunism gpg
soctarianism are all ready to struggle. But when it o

exposing opportunist and sectarian practices §5' "y Hr:meu to
to show the face of an opportunist to the mumlmrnh;u' ML] e
things are quite different. Things cannot SOV o .["HE:“, llil;n
this. We cannot carry on a struggle for the line of the Comit:

tern and therefore the line of the Party, merely by general
resolutions and declarations, g V)

all the cnemies of

Our Plenum has gathered under conditions of intense class
struggle, when we are closely approaching a new eyele of revolu-
tions and wars. We are solidly united around the Communist
International. We are armed with the sharp weapon of Marxist-
Leninist revolutionary teachings. We have experience in the
class struggle. Our ranks do not contain any of those who help
the bourgeoisie and compromise _with them, betraying the cause
of the working class, We drive renegades decisively and merei-
lessly from our ranks. We sce our weaknesses and mistakes.
Precisely in this our strength lies, There can be no doubt that
under the leadership of the Comintern we shall eliminate the
isulation of the Y.C.L. and that, struggling in all countries of
the world, we shall be able to prove that we are the best and
nearest  assistant  of the Communist Parties, mobilizing the
proletarian and toiling masses under the banner of Lenin for
the struggle against fascism and war, for Soviet Power!
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