





















































N, 1 World Youth Review

The Contribution of Lenin and Stalin
To Marxism
By Maurice Thorez

' ENEN did not only defead the doctrine of Marx and Engels
’ st the revimiomists and  the falsiiers of social-demo-

wy. bemn developed  Marxist theory, He studied  the
henomona of the devclopment of the capitalism of our time.
fo dov owvered, ay Marx and Engels were unable to do, the law

Crhc Uonegnad Drevelopemert of capitalism in ity last phase, in iy
mperinlist phase,

[ comseguence Lo drew the conclusion thar the victory

f Mol 1 oone single country was prossible, this country, in
o corvamstanees and n the given historic period being the
P empure of the tsars which has become the Union of Soviet
Sovialint Republics, Lemn, i the imperialisy epoch of wars and
revodttions, gave new lite o the Marxist teaching on the dicrator-
Vap of the proletariat, by enrciching it with the new CXPEriences of
e imternational proletariat, with the lessons of the Pans Com-
mune, which had already been stressed by Marx himself, and
Jso the lessons of the two Russian revolutions of 1905 and 1917,
fenin stressed the universal application of the * Soviets™ as
argans of strugele and organs ol power of the working class.

Lenin stressed the role of the emancipatory movement in the
codonial countries as allies of the revolutionary proletariat in the
rating country.  Me defined the bases of the alliance of the work-
ing class witk the decisive sections of the peasantry, Thus was
Marxist-Leninist theory formed.

But, like zll theory, Like all science, Marxist-Leninist theory
develops, constantly becomes more perfect. ' The merit, the great-
ness of our great Sralin hies precisely in the substantial con-
contributions with which he ceuselesdly enriched the doctrine of
the founders of scientitic socialism, in the new progress which,
thanks to s work, Marvism-Leninism made,

Stalin, apply:ng and developing the Marxist-Leninist teach-

s, elaborated rhe theory of Sociclist construction in a single

untry. On the basis of the formudable experiences of the
Saviet Union an socialist construction, Stalin successively made
clear the ditferent aspects of economie, political, social and cul-
tural development in the conditions of the dictatorship of the
proletanat.  Stahin, disciple and successor to Lenin, led from the
NEP. (New LEconomic Policy pursued provisionally in 1921) 10
the hguidation of capitahist ¢clements in the Soviet Union, to in-
fustrizlisation, to the collectivisation of the countryside, to the
progressive evolution of millions of individual and backward
cconomies towards socialism, to the achievement of the construc-
tton of a classless socialist society, to the gradual transition from
Socialism to Communism.

The Stalinist theory clarifies and guides the development of
the dictatorship of the proletariat into a socialist democracy of
the whole people, including a true, universal, direct and sccret
sullrage, with rights of voting and cligibility for all free pro-
ducers: men and women, young and old, workers and peasants,
workers by hand and by brain.

The Stalinist constitution is the granite monument which
does not only ensure the march of the peoples of the Soviet
['nion to progress and happiness, but which gives all the workers
of the world the certainty of the victory of their cause, of the
triumph of Communism.

The adversaries of Communism, the e¢nemies of the people,
think to annoy us by calling us Sralinists, They do not see that it
s for us a proud title that we strive to menit. Our greatest desire,
our supreme ambition, is to become tried Marxist-Leninists, true
Stalinists,

Our Communist Party cou'd not have found the correct
path, it could not have kept to it, if it had not begun to assimilate
Murxist-Leninist theory,

“The power of Marxist-Leninist theory lies in the [act
that it enables the party 1o find the rieht orientation in any
sitwation, ro understand the inner connection of current events,
to foresee their course, and 1o perceive not only how and in what
direction they are developing in the present but how and in what
direction they are bound 1o develop in the future.

“Only a Party which has mastered the Marxist-Leninist
theory can confidently advance and lead the working class for-
ward. (' History of the CPS. U page 355)

In the light of Marxist-Leninist theory we considered
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We have learned that what is truth to-day need not be so
to-morrow. For example, our Communist Party being one of the
factors in the development of France, on its activity may depend
important modifications in the direction of working-class in-
lerests, in the interests of the people. We have, therefore, learnt
to determine 4 tactic which necessarily varies in relation to the
changes in the situation. We have learned to advance slogans
which are appropriate to the conditions, to the given
circumstiances.

We have learned to reject slogans which are no longer suit-
able tor 2 new situztion. We have learned to combine FIRM.-
NESS of principle, CAPACITY to manceuvre, SUPPLENESS of
tactics.  We have learned to press boldly forward when circum-
stances are favourable, and 1o hold our positions, if necessary

beating a retreat in good order. when the class enemy is in a
posttion to attack.
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Memorandum from Unified Socialist
Youth of Spain to the Sections of
The Y.S.L

“Although the JS.U. of Spain has covered itself in
elory, it is now the object of the same kind of antacks as
those made on the Socialist youth movements of Great
Britain and Belgium. The encmies of unity are threatening
to expel the gallant 1.5.U. from the Young Socialist Inter-
national. The Executive Committee is making an ap 1o
all the sections of the Young Socialist International. We
publish below extracts from the JS.U. memorandum.

‘T"HE agents of Franco cannot forgive the J.S.U. for its struggle
against fascism at the battlefront, its devoled action for
consolidating the unity of youth, for realising working-class unity
and, primanly, the unity of the Socialists and Communists in
order 1o consolidate the People’s Front. The agents of Franco
cannot forgive the energetic struggle the JS.U. led to denounce
them, s e
Lamoneda, secretary of the Socialist Party, declared: * Only
those who look on the past n; a dakngcr ;hi:h';ymhft tl.lr“l: them
into pillars of salt can think of breaking the unity of youlh.”
The Casado coup was used: by the Trotskyist-Caballerist
group in order to let loose its hatred of the J.S.U. and of its best
qualified leaders. . s
The group transformed itself into a committee of the so-
called * Narional-Socialist Youth” (Franco and his troops also
call themselves * Nationalists ') whose task was to destroy the
Spanish Anrifascist Youth Alliance (this magnificent example of
unity which gained for the J.S.U. the congratulations of the
Bureau of the Young Socialist International at its Brussels meet-
ing in February, 1938) and to split the J.S.U. in order to prepare
the peace, that is the selling of the Sp: youth to Franco.
The period of terror and illegality began. But the JS.U.,
strong and loved by the vouth, stesled in the fires of glorious
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for the final victory. ' i
ok ;*I?I:I our I'i_.r:.lcr:glmn. the period ol the Casado betrayal was
s ca;ﬂl‘:;cn:unhlp and preparation for ufulq:u:ruund work n
- I htions of Franco fascist terror. We snll continue our
Mruggle 1or national independence, for a democratic Republic,
against fascist terror, musery, and slavery, against the militarisa.
tion of the country which Germany and Italy are carry.ng out n
preparation for an attack on the free and democratic countrics
of Europe.

But in order to carry on the fight, unity is more necessary
than ever. The circumstances in which the occupat:on of Repub-
hecan Spain was brought about make all the members of the
great J.S.U. realise that the prime condition for destroving a
regime of oppression is 10 maintain an even more solid unity
among the vouth, the working class and th: Popular Front. The
traitors and enemy agents who try to creep into our ranks must
be denounced,

30,000 members of the J.S.U. are prepared to accept the
dithcult conditions of life in the French refugee camps becaue
they have faith in the inevitability of our victory. They are
behind the J.S.U. and its Exccutive Commuttee to a man, ready
to fight against fascism in the democratic countries which give
them shelter.

Franco is unmiting the anti-fascisls in prisons, concentration
camps, on the scaffold, where no distinction 1s made between
Communists, Socialists and Republicans.

In these conditions, when umty is the most essential factor
in order to carry on the struggle, only a criminal hand would
try to sphit the J.S.U.

I< there anvbody ready to undenake this freasonable task?

From Oran, the so-called committee of the " National
Socialist Youth ™ writes to the Young Socialist International
demanding the exclusion of the glorious JS.U., and demanding
s recognition as the representative of Spamish vouth in the
Young Socialist International.

Despite their infamous betrayval and with revelting cynic'sm,
hated by the young Spamish Socialists and Communists and repre-
senting nobody, they are demanding our exclusion on the pretext
that some of the leaders and active members of the 1.S.U. are
members of the Communist Party.

This is true, and we have never denied 11, We call to mind
that the unanimous decision of the Exccutive Commitice of the
Young Socialist International was taken at Amsterdam to admit
us into their ranks, after having heard a report in which Com-
rade Carrillo declared :

“Gince our unification, our Federation has ceased
lo be an organisation of the youth of one Party and
has become a mass non-Parly organisation of working-
class youth. But this has not prevented us from maintain-
ing cordial relations with the partics and organisations of the
Popular Front, and especially with the Socialist and Com-
munist parties. the two great defenders of our unity.

“ Our Unified Federation which is the product of the
union of Young Socialists and Communists, whose militant

workers are taught to love unity, agreed to ratify affiliation
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Youth International by the fusion of the Ynun‘g e
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" We arc convinced that the Federati
4 plice inside the Young Socialist Intcrnﬁ?iggnﬁnlﬁnauw‘m
a hght in this direction.” o,
I'he Executive Commitice of the Young

. . . Sociali
national, after hearing this report, ‘atist Inter.

took the following deaision

unammously :

" Having heard with the utmost interest the report of
Comrade Carrillo on the position of the Unified Youth we
enthusiastically  confirm  the affiliation of the Unliﬁed
Socialist Youth of Spain to the Young Socialist Inter
natiwonal.” i

Nothing has changed in our organisation since that
Consequently, there
Amsterdam decision.

It appears that, on arriving in Paris, Comrade Lamoneda has
changed his opimion on the necessity of maintaining unity among
the youth and has demanded from the leadership of the Young
Socialist International that the JS.U. be excluded. He wanils
them to recognise not the so-called Committee of National
Socialist Youth, but a new Committee created by himself, and
of which young Spaniards have not the slightest knuwledg:'.

At a time when we most need help and collaboration in order
to carry on the struggle against Franco. the threat of expulsion
from the runks of the Young Socialist International weighs
heiavily on the heroic Unified Socialist Youth of Spain. But we
hope that this threat will not materialise; that young Socialists
and young revolutionaries will not permit it and will stand
solid with their Spanish brothers.

Thut is why we feel alarmed when we see how, after the
blows aimed it us by fascism which have had considerable reper-
cussions on the man-power of the J.S.U., the situation is being
aggravated by bureaucratic action. Such actions, as the exclus-
on of the British Lubour League of Youth, one of the most
important organisations of the Young Socialist International,
tegether with the internal ditliculties of the Belgian Young
Socialist Guard and the expulsion by the national | ip of
one of its most important, strong and valuable sections, the
Brussels Federation: this will undoubtedly have ssrious con-
sequences for the strength and unity of the Belgian Young
Socialist Guard.

[T these examples of the liquidation of a very im 1
part of the forces of the International, already depleted
of the setting up of fascism in other countries, are followed by
the expulsion of the Spanish 1.S.U. which has 50,000 members in
the French refugee camps alone, it will seriously threaten the
very existence of the Young Socialist International itself, and
may cven bring the danger of its disappearance in the future.

This can only help fascism, and we think, quite to the con-
trary. that the Young Socialist International must be
against the manceuvres of all the splitting elements who are fight-
Ing against anti-fascist youth unity, thus betraying the cause of
Socialism and peace. X

The Spanish people will regain its liberty by helping to con-
solidate peace and liberty all over the world, by 13
unity and removing the traitors who wish to b it In this
struggle, the J.S.U. will, as always, take its place in the front line.
In these conditions, however, our Federation can only consider its
exclusion from the Young Socialist International as a fascist
measure. We are sure that the revolutionary and M youth
of the world will not tolerate this without ﬂﬁ)‘iﬂliﬂm
ing most strongly. 53 '

Paris, June 8, 1939,

is no reason for the modification of the
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The National Executive Commitiee "fil
of the Socialist Youth of Spain.
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