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The Seventh World Congress of the Communist International
was hold in Moscow from July 25 to August 20, 1935.

The Condition of the Youth Has Changed

OMRADES, the clearest and truest utterance on the existing

war danger was made by Comrade Stalin at the last Con.
gress of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union. At that time
he also clearly and strikingly depicted the hopeless confusion, the
impasse reached by the imperialist politicians, who, in spite of the
experience of the last World War, which unleashed revolution in
a number of countries and led to the victory of the proletariat in
Russia, are nevertheless preparing to clutch at war *as a2 drownin
man clutches at a straw”. A new world war will again “unleash
revolution and put in question the very existence of capitalism in a
number of countries”, Comrade Stalin said. But in the same
speech he also expressed himself in the most vigorous fashion
against all opportunist reliance on spontaneity.

At our Congress, Comrade Dimitroff has struck a most severe
blow at reliance on spontaneity. As you will remember, comrades,
his report on the fight against fascism and his reply to the discus-
sion were from beginning to end inspired by this spirit of struggle
against reliance on automatism, the spirit which demands the
greatest intensification of our Bolshevik activity.

The same basic thought ran through the report of Comrade
Ercoli on the tasks of the Communist International in connection
with the preparations by the imperialists for a new world war.
His report was so detailed and comprehensive that I have very
little to add to it. My remarks in supplement to that report will
deal exclusively with one sector of this struggle, namely, the strug-
gle of youth.

I cannot, however, confine myself to the special struggle of
youth against war. It goes without saying that we must organize
campaigns among the youth specially on the question of war, that
we must carry on specifically anti-militarist work, and the like.
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This also s important, just as it is Impo Ny |

_ rtant o .
anti-fascist campaigns, and even special anti-fascis SPeciy]
gans. But the most important, the fundamental chin.
velopment of a general militant youth mnvﬂn;nt T e

succeed or not in creating a rnulutinnaf}' or radicilm we
ment of a strong mass character will be of decisive siom: MOve.
both for the fight against the war danger and the fight ape:

tascism; and in particular it s a question of dr\?ﬂﬁpiﬁ ' againg
urul:rd fmnt movement among thr }’uuth. ga M

The fight against fascism and war is, of course, one of

most important questions of every radical youth Movemen t}"
however, the fight against war and fascism is made the onl Lﬂf'
ject of the program of action of the youth, or if the mgi.:“

anti-fascist struggle of the youth is organized in a narpow .t
p:rtmtntal" fashiun. the broadest }-nuth masses, as fxptﬂtn;t h‘
shown, cannot be included, cannot be set in motion. In ordee g
achieve this a broader youth program uf action must be dﬂwn up.

This, for instance, has been shown by the experience gained in
the work of the International Youth Committee for Struggle
Against Fascism and War. This Committee has performed no
mean work. But the winning of the masses proceeded very slowly
as long as they confined themselves to these two questions. It was
not until the International Committee took the initiative of calling
a broad Youth Conference on the basis of a general program for
the youth that its actions met with strong response among the
masses.

How, comrades, is this circumstance to be explained? By the
fact that during the last few years the condition of the vouth has
radically changed. We are here referring not only to protracted
and chronic unemployment. Lack of occupation has already be-
come a mass phenomenon among the youth. Formerly, many
schools, at least the lower schools, were open to the working class
youth in most of the capitalist countries. Today, the schools, and
opportunities for education generally, are becoming more and
‘more restricted for the younger members of the toiling population.
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Formerly, a certain—even of :.hgh:—numltr of the \"Bt'king dae
!.uul]v. had the l‘}"[h‘rrtl.mit)' ol rhmg otut uf I‘-I‘ltir flm ¥ mm.ﬂhmi
”;H}‘.EH r"- (o the !.lnl::- (lf thr pﬂt}’ 1'H.mrgtni_5i:_ or lht Pﬂtr-buur-
geoisie intelligentsia; in exceptional cases a young worker could
hecome a doctor, architect or teacher. These exceptional cases
were sufficient to foster reformist illusions among the greater pan
of the \n-l'r.mg class )uuth.

Today, on the contrary, whole strata of the working class
youth are becoming declassed, that is to say, they no longer have

the opportunity of rising even into the class of their fathers;
they have no chance at all of finding work, or of learning a

fession. These young people are sinking to the level of the lum-

m!prtr!tfdﬁdf, are fa”mg 1 prey to hung:r_ P'DW“)', ﬂ'iﬂ'lt Iﬂd
prostitution.

The bourgeoisie, however, which is unable to offer oppor-
tunities of work to a steadily increasing section of the youth,
needs this youth for war purposes. The young people are being
driven into barracks and compulsory labor camps.

Today, nine-tenths of the younger generation are suffering
want in one form or another. The younger generation has be-
come a suffering, oppressed, heavily oppressed, generation. It
forms a new oppressed stratum of the people. Even the United
States, a country where it is alleged that the youth has the great-
est opportunities and is relatively well off, has become a country
of colossal unemployment and neglect of the youth,

This circumstance has created the basis on which a very
broad youth people’s front can develop.

Fascism has been commissioned by the bourgeoisie to infect
the neglected youth with its demagogy, and especially with chau-
vinism. In fact, this situation creates objective opportunities for
fascism to carry on its noxious work among the youth. But
Communism also has far greater opportunities for work among
the youth than formerly. The only question is whether we are
capable of utilizing these opportunities.

This question cannot be answered off-hand in the affirmative.
7
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At any rate, | have no doubt that we shall frame =4
tons, But we did not frame bad resolutions b excellen, A

rade Chemodanov has here referred to some nffrl::':ilhﬂ. Cony,
on mass work among the youth, But these resolutions ‘HOlut'h“
carried out. Were Nevey

And the resolutions themselves suffered from :
tect: they were too general, too abstract. We muncmm de.
lesson from this. Comrade Dimitroff has strongely draw the
fact that sectarianism frequently disguises itself undcrr:;:d the
of Bolshevik theses. We are not afraid of criticizing j qu
the sphere of the youth movement we have gro * and i

il b unds enoy
enticism and self-criticism. On this occasion, however gh for
¥

like to deal with the positive experiences gained by the m
nist youth movement recently in certain countries—pring lly
in France and the United States. In part, Comrades CI:M_
danov and Michal, and still more Comrades Raymond, Guyor
and Green, have dealt with this. However, it appears to me not
unprofitable to analyze these experiences in greater detail in
order that they may become the possession of the Young Com.
munist Leagues of all countries. (I have also received instructive
information from Comrade Diego in Spain. But I shall have to

forego an analysis of the experiences of the Spanish comrades
because I received the information too late.)

T'be Fremch Experience

The fascists proposed to the masses of the French youth the
creation of a “front of the younger generation”. Our French
comrades—Comrade Raymond and others—accepted this chal-
lenge of the fascists. But how did they do this?

Had they been mere doctrinaire propagandists, they would
have rejected the very formulation of the question, declaring:
there is no problem of the vounger generation; there is only a

class problem, the problem of the oppression of the working
classes and working class youth.
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But the French comrades acted diﬁtrtntly. Thcy said: Vtﬂ.
vell. let us discuss the problem of the present younger genera-
ron. Jtis an acute question, a sore question, It isa question of
che poverty, oppression and dnpcr;:tt‘ condition of the vast ma.
ority of the present younger generation, What is necessary is a
fight against this ruthless oppression of the youth. It is abso-
lutely essential that the youth should fight for its rights, for its
cause. A frnnt of the younger grneratinn must bt I‘:I'H[t(L But
against whom? Who is responsible for the impoverishment of
the younger generation? Who is exploiting them, or throwing
‘hem out of employment onto the streets, according to his profit
nterests? The capitalist, above all the big capitalist. Who is
oppressing and fettering the youth? Who is preventing them
{rom leading a decent human existence? The reactionary bour-
geoisie and its machinery of power. Who wants to tie the youth
still more frightfully hand and foot? Who wants to suppress
bloodily the fight of the youth for their rights? The tools of the
reactionary bourgeoisie—the fascists, the people of the “Fiery
Cross”. Hence, these are the enemies of the youth. It is against
these people that the front of the younger generation must be
formed.

This 1s the way the French comrades put the matter.

The French fascists, on the other hand, called for a front of
the younger generation against the old regime and against the
old parties, including the Communist Party. The fascists raised
the banner of a “new” movement and a “new” party, and be-
lieved that it would dazzle the youth by its brilliance and enable
the fascists to utilize for their own fascist ends the justified hat-
red of the youth for the old corrupt party system.

But our French comrades declared: Against the old regime,
by all means. But fascism represents the oldest and worst regime,
a variety of the barbaric feudal regime carried over to modern
society. What the interests of the broadest strata of the youth
urgently demand is a fight against the old regime in conjunction
with the Communists; this fight is in the most urgent interest of

9



the younger generation. Bu the

| : '
for the abolition of the old n:nm:wtwﬁ

domination of the possessing

Communist Parey,

Buc—the fascists objected—the Communist

the interests of only one class, wh
‘ S whereas we represent iNteress
of the entire people and the entire youth, .

That is not true—our French comrades retorted—for the &

terests of the overwhelming majority of the people who
s ' m‘
fering want, because they are being exploited by a few n:l pan:

sites, are the true interests of the people. And it is the interests of
all who are exploited and oppressed that the Communists are
defending. The fascist murder gangs, however, seize by the
thmn!: the masses of the people who are rejecting the yoke of the
parasitic finance capitalists and pretend thar this is “a fight iz
the interests of the people”.

Now, was the manner of action of our French comrades right
or wrong? Comrades, if any of you should answer: “Of cours,
't was right”, T will retore: right, but not “of course”. For at tha
tflilr, last year, when the French comrades bt‘gin for the Eﬁ;
ume to approach the youth masses in this way it was not ;,
course” at all. On the contrary. Here, for instance, amofg
leaders of the Young Communist International, it l[:’l'."ﬂ@""d
even to some of the best comrades as strange, d“"bth!]’ EPT
hensible. They shook their heads and said in ast '
what sort of language is this—"a front of the younger ot
tion”? That is not our Communist language, it is 2 sloga®
rowed from the fascists. . . . o Our

at was, of course, a complete misundtrsﬂIIdlnﬂ'
French comrades only utilized the form of stating the con
used by the fascists in order to give it a truly rﬂu{.wﬁfﬁﬁ
tent, ﬁﬁ“d j“’“ bccnusc thcy were not afraid of using wh'db’
of stating the matter, but took up the controversy P '
the fllﬂst! before the youth masses, tl‘lty suc
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he sword from the hand of the fascists and in turning it agains/
{

'i"ﬂﬁq."'lhm- :
It was precisely this art of fencing, parrying every thrust of

the fascist demagogues, that was formerly so feebly developed
among our young cnmr;ldr:i n (3:rmaq}'.

Our French comrades, when speaking to the youth masses,
were able to give the right answer to the question: “What
must the youth fight for?”

For the elementary material demands of the present day, or
tor the great ideals of the future?—this false contrast has in
many countries been a constant stumbling-block in Communist
agitation among the ynuth, with the result that our Yuung
Communist Leagues did not come out with complete convine-
INENEss rir.‘u'r fnr thc immrdiﬂtc. da}’-tﬂ'day demands nf tl‘lt
vouth, nor for their great aims of the future. The false impres-
sion persisted among large numbers of the youth that the re-
tormists, and even the Catholic priests, are more concerned
about the daily needs of the youth masses than the Communists.
and r't]l:lt the fascist demagogues are better able than the Com-
munists to offer them prospects for an attractive and alluring
futun:.

f The French young comrades, however, realized the importance
?ﬂ':ft::‘éi:i:zd“?mrd the art of organically combining the day-
S m{W{:m~:tﬂ &;Fl}:nmh with the revolutionary aims of the
snid oE ent. Within the rnnk? both of the Socialist youth

the Republican and Cacholic youth, as well as at mass

meetings of the unemployed youth, they met with an enthusiastic
response when they declared:

The entire youth, w

e . hich is suffering want and injustice, must
SC up 1n 3 common ﬁg

| ! Let us fight for our rights, the rights
;fc ri':“b-' fW’c have ‘the right to iﬁrc, but ev:ngthis most ::I:-
and ;r}’ nl human rights is denied us by the ruling .caplml_uu
fmplﬂpfcu tors. We demand immediate assistance, immediate
educ }:mﬂ.“' We have a right to vocational training, a ng}:t to
4ation 1n Stncral. Tl'll..‘i l‘igh[, t0o, i; now b@iﬂg Sﬁtﬂﬂlna"}'
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curtailed and withdrawn.
shall be taken by the government a

: Mmed; n
the burden of the crisis shall be shgl;::lt ;hu, Wfl:lzn'ﬂd

toiling people to the backs of ¢k : back, iy
those who are profiting by the ;‘m'ﬂner tings, t the hit:‘[

| isis. We, ¢k
ton, demand the right to a better. 4 Baoe TR Younge

» Ippy full.ltt_ w m

t the di:lﬂh .

want to allow France to be Hitlerized. We wan
ant to fight for Peace

of the fascist murder gangs. We w
carry on 3 dtttrminedw

t};r peoples. And therefore we must
gle in our country against the fascists and i
whq are preparing for a new world :it i) mﬁ
against the French working class. "

It was in this spirit that the Fren

this ch Young Commun: Leag

acted, and it succeeded in starting a m;u;gunimd t;mu
movement. This action of the young comrades in
be.cn'mnmrd. and criticized from the standpoint of o
trinaire formulas. You have omitted to tmphuize-:t :i?:d

—that it is impossible under capitalism to achi emands
fur. improvements  in the cnndit?un of the :::E:;:ly :
This s an omission from the point of view of principle, an
pnrtBunut hdw}atinnh—thc strict critics averred. i
ut the French young comrades held a di opinion,
de quite rightly. They said: No, it is possible f::ﬂ::;?;c certain
improvements in the condition of the youth, provided large
masses of the people can be gotten to undertake a common and
determined struggle. And it is for us to see to it that they do so;
that depends first and foremost on us, on the energy we displly‘
and on whether we pursue the right tactics. Inspired by thi
:rul}' Bohh:wik determination, the young comrades of France
fsli::::;bt;g:t Tl:::s of the unemployed youth and put the
Winter 's approaching, comrades. You know what sufferings
it will entail. Shall we endure these torments like timorous
II.'HT&? No! We cannot and will not live through the coming
winter as we have lived hitherto. If you agree, we call upon you
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fiately. Send mass deputations to the Minister of
(o ance] Srnd a drputiltmn even to Grn:vn. to thl lﬂiﬂt
[abor at Organize immediately mighty demonstrations in

l
t We young people must fight for our right

a! ynime

L
cts of Pans.

rhf]'{:-ﬂ[.}nly in this way can we achieve any amelioration of our
(o I;:n';m- And we shall fight like lions. We shall show the rich
t:ll .rs and the other hyenas of the crisis, the gentlemen of the
W | "

Forges and their ilk, that the French youth refuse to
¢ the old world tremble, for we, the younger genera.

Comite de
be slaves. Le

' . |r
won, are risings ;
By acung in this way, our young French comrades at thu

sage polinically defeated fascism in the eyes of the youth
nasses. The fascists lost the taste for talking about “the front of

the younger generation”; they retreated like dogs, their tails
hetween their legs. (Loud applause.)

Last year, this “French method of fighting” fascism was still
omething new. At that time it demanded great political courage
und independence on the part of our comrades. For those com-
cades in the leadership of the Young Communist International
who at first did not understand the language of the French com-
cades—a language so free from the old catchwords—because
they did not grasp the political meaning of this language, this
case served as an important political lesson. (I called it “French
lessons” at the time.) And I must say that these comrades in
the leadership of the Young Communist International learnt
quickly and began to support the course of the mass policy of
the Communist youth of France with true Bolshevik determina.
tion and energy. And not only that, they took the initiative in
inducing the Young Communist Leagues in other countries to
adopt the same course.

Of course, the Young Communist International as a whole
has taken only the first steps in the application of these tactics.
But there can be no doubt that under the guidance of their
present leaders they will advance rapidly and determinedly

along this road.
13



The American Experience
The experiences recently gained by the Yo,
he U.S.A Iso hi i g Commy,,
League of the US.A. are also highly instructive Nigy
There matters began with the calling of 3 general o
the youth organizations of the country as a resylq of ':Eftsa_af
organizational inmtiative displayed by a fascist group w.:h'"‘"d*
’ y Wi
support of the government, The Young Communist [, e

_ , _ ok
faced by the question of whether it should send its rtprmit:u?'h
to this congress or not. It is not surprising that opinion witl?

in

the Young Communist League should have been
novel a question.

A few years carlier a question of this kind would iy all
probability have been settled even without discussion: any par.
ticipation would have been rejected, and our Young Communis
League would probably have received such a sectarian decision
with self-complacency, as the best solution to a difficult ques-
tion. But now this question was discussed in the Young Com.
munist League, and it turned out that the comrades who were
opposed to participating in the congress had very poor argu-
ments to offer. “We are afraid cthat we are too weak to put up a
stand against such powerful forces”, they said.

d i'-'idﬂd on s

You see, comrades, how the old sectarianism, which has so
often taken the shape of exaggerated self-assertion, on this
occasion, when a great practical task demanded a clear and bold
decision, revealed itself as a lack of confidence in our own forces,
in the leading role of the working class youth.

The leaders of the Young Communist League of the United
States, headed by Comrade Gresn, brushed this faint-hearted
argument aside, rolled up their sleeves and went to the congress,
at which an extremely veriegated group of young people from
most diverse strata was assembled. Our American comrades
achieved a great success at this youth congress. The agents of
fascism were completely isolated, and the congress was trans-
formed into a great united front congress of the radical youth.
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ater, & :hn-ul‘.ld grnrul y'uul.'h n}ngfﬂ was
smrades JIready enjoyed a position of author-
. :
l1 ritative position was due to the confidence
o This autii

I he
o ot "4 by their new mass policy, and also to tl
;.I?%:-"‘ they had gait o h and conduct the work in

vnﬂf"'h'" |

And wien
| ‘o
Loid our yoully

ghat they

ht way. l e
- 4 lllﬂ' carn concr . ‘

'“ hﬂt;f;,- Iur:;rd u-frrrf'r fo estimale ﬂu' drgrrr ﬂf rddu'd’-
“1rst, ;

[ the vouth masses, chat 1s, to estimate 1t mmctly.
¥ r . l '
‘ rr-r.llu.lnnna :nd wlthuut "Ll'ft . nwr-v.lu._

tact
the MK

L]
o sTIC0
by

Ny }\‘-,,-!1: und

“:ni

O

many comrades had too ai_mp_lr nnf:d;a uf_lf.hc

{ believed that once a radicalization of the totling
sttty £ upsurge of the mass movement had bcgun—-“
S lly ‘f.l!ﬂt' in America—it could be “:tlmped
volutionary” upsurge and one hfd
v then to look up the program of the Young Comn:iunut
}m : r::ttiun:ll for the revolutionary slogans that should be issued
m”ch 1 situation and the revolutionary tasks that should be

’[fi'j.ﬂ‘u& I |

mjsscs JI"-"-.] 4
hh‘..,‘h was -1[[1.1-1”}' Ihf 3
without funhrr :ldn a I"l':[l re

in su

undertaken.
Our American young comrades now learned that although a

great process of radicalization and activization of the yuuth
+ces had indeed set in in the United States, these masses—
- deed even their most active representatives—still did not under-
cand the most ordinary Communist slogans, battle cries n!!ld de-
mands. They did not even understand so “simple” a thing as
fascism. This had first to be explained to them in a poptlll_r
way. And even when they grasped that fascism is an enemy, it
was found that many of them considered it quite in ort:!ﬂ when
the Hearst press issued the cry, “Against Communmn ll:'ld
Fascism!” They failed to observe that genuine American fﬂ?-lt
agitation was being carried on under this treacherous guise.
They had to be convinced in the most patient manner anbl: of
the true state of affairs, without our own opinion being forced

on them. Whereupon it was discovered, for instance, that many
15



ol those who were already prepared to join w:

( ommunist League in the fight againse ]thm with the You,!
fascism could still not be gotten 'o take :t i F Canger and
strations. They were entirely uuaccu.smm::;{a t e demop,
struggle, and one had at first to join with ¢ > 'S methog of

f,r“]f]‘t[ﬂ[’y fﬂrms of b[l‘tlgglr, Whit.‘h could
members of their organizations as their own forms of
Of st

in order later, as their fighting spiri
. : b spint grew, to lea
Sﬂ.‘ﬂnd, our f\mtncan young fi‘"“‘ﬂd d lhtm f"ﬂ’)ﬂ

. 'S convinced themgely,.
that they indeed had a lot to leurn from the uordcl v
masses. =L ommunig,

: % L
For instance, they learnt “a new languagc", the fresh, con

crete, popular and expressive language of youth—¢
which Comrade Dimitroff here dcmandcd——}?n plauh:fhng'“ﬂf

. 0 % th
dry, stereotyped jargon which is almost incomprehensib ¢ old,

| e tot
normal human mind. Comrade Green has explained how, in ml:
. L3

nection with the youth congress, they succceded in framing the

highly important “Declaration of Rights of the American
Youth” in the language of youth:

be “Eill'dtd by the

'r i "
+ We did all in our power to see to it thar as many youth

and their organizations as pessible were drawn in to help formulate
and finalize this document.”

And he added:

“By working in this manner we did not weaken the prestige of
the Y.C.L. but strengthened it; we showed large numbers of youth
that the Y.C.L. had no narrow interests bue tgat its main concern
was to broaden the youth congress and make it the most effective
mass movement against reaction and for the immediate needs of

the )‘a}uth.“

In particular, the representatives of the American Young
Communist League have learnt from the masses how to appmﬁh
the non-proletarian strata of the vouth correctly. Formerly, many
members of the Young Communist League looked down, for
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he seudent ynutlh a d:::t:;;l::; This was also an

r_’uﬁiﬁ of dﬂ#r {nntaﬂl wi h thminlltd fl‘m .
h:n‘-n'i.-h:!l 0 81 u, nisim and had to ¢ the o8 resentatives
#ﬂfﬁ“ﬂ of sectd ﬂ‘ﬁl IFq."rl..l[l'.l mn'-*tmtnh I '[ :'; S Ptt. h.d not
lﬁ"of be L :i:.mist League of the Uml“ : ‘: gl
the Youns Cun': yroach the student  youtll in have de-
Lpown HOW m[dlltﬂvf been i“‘wﬁiblt foe thenp tnd ts, the

dents’ strike against war
184,000 students took

wep { which was the big stu

o :15;1__\"] L‘n

ey

d to
Nrf].”}*ri ‘he American young comrades have also leacne
14

ome their former inflexibility in tactics and to apply elastic
el

8 I"I. l. j-‘l'

" Comrade Green has quoted twn.charnctcrimc cx}m;;lu of
i The first example is that the rtllgmus‘ members of t € En-
ress, who were at first particularly slf:ptlcal of the possib lity
o 3 vnited front with the Communists, on Sunday morning
were given the opportunity of the private enjoyment of divine
erwvice, The second example is that the Roosevelt project for
making provision for the youth by an appropriation of $50,000,-
00 for the purpose of immediate assistance to the youth, on the
sitative of our comrades was not labeled demagogic, but rather
aedited as a concession which the government was obliged to
mike in view of the growing united front movement. At the

same time, the leaders of the youth united front exposed the
stter inadequacy of this measure and also pointed out how the
sovernment’s plan threatened to impair the condition of certain
sections of the youth, Comrade Green was quite right when he
summarized the results of these tactics in the following terms:

"Thus it turns this proi fR 1e § wea .B.jm
. Tl project of Koosevelt from a We pon
the Youth Congress into an instrument for mobilizating the youth

o increased government aid.”

Here you see the same result as in France: you sec how the
17



I“‘[)l‘d Was w"_'t'd f
against him. rom the hand

Fourth, the comrades of
: the Y Comm
lhe United States have learned tl\::u?ts' s Leagy,
big youth organizations led by the buul: e b d

that, they have also learned how to work Sfo'h";&nd
in t

Formerly, such bourgeoi lay
' geols youth organizar; O BAization,
counted by the Young Communists nmrgng th:o:' ere simgly

tions, and their millions of ey :
B members - Organg,.
regarded as “enemies”. were without more W

The fact was ignored that in the Unj es—and
only lhrrrl—l'h.e great majority of the rui;i:: St::b bel o
such organizations. You must not think that tluyonu' St
youth are unorganized. No, in many countries the aibale
organized, and not only in the army, not only in t?eai:m

thrs: too are bourgeois organizations—but directly in these bour
geols youth organizations. But even after we really began to say

that we must work withi izati :
work was understood in na:ihinr::;s e e s
o ) tood: et y sectarian way as so-called
estructive work™, Now, “destructive work™ in this sphere was
so little in place, that it is not to be regretted that, as was
mmt!y the case, it simply remained on paper. .

The American young comrades are speaking from experience
u:-}n-n they sav today that we must work in these mass organiza-
tions not with the purpose of destroying or weakening them, but
to work “to transform them from centers of bourgeois influence
Into centers of united front struggle, into centers of proletanan
nfluence”. The mass of the youth regard these organizations as
thﬂl"ﬂwn. and only by earnestly working to represent the needs
and interests of the youth through these organizations can we
extend our influence among the masses.

. In these organizations our American young comrades have
discovered a large number of functionaries and cadres who are
Pttp'."d to fight side by side with the Communists against
reaction, and in the course of not quite a year the Young Com:
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. _not all—of the positive €
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recently carried on

h Organizations

Young Communist League of the
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has mitiatrd s0 Su
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| anizations possi
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Of course not. [t
he same forms.

is equally rmssihlr in'many other countries,
P In Great Britain, our comrades have
!:;*;'.m ~.-"I1'H‘1'.E!1l‘|'|£[ :«-imﬂnr, ;‘Iit[h‘*uul‘l in diﬁcrrnt fﬂl'l."l'li. O.ff mnllt
v, they are only just beginning; they are considerably
related. In the Scandinavian countries, our comrades are sO late
a starting that they even «ill have not seriously set themselves
this task. :

Narurally, in the fascist countries this work has to be carried
on differently from the way 1t 1s carried on under legal mndmm
Comrade Dimitroff has very excellently shown you this n
dallant comparison with the Trojan horse.

But these tactics must be appﬁrd not only in the fascist coun-

tries, but also in many colonial countries, for instance, in China.

‘ou know that our Chinese young comrades in the Soviet regions

have performed truly legendary deeds of heroism. In the regions
whete fighting is going on they understand in a masterly f”{“‘m
also how to pursue the tactics characterized by the comparison
h.-uh the Trojan horse. But in the White regions, where the

cactics that

}'\l!ﬂ""‘ninran - . = 1 i l 1 thm
' g terror is raging, it is precisely 10 .
f}lt‘}_‘ are weak. The heroism of our young Chinese comrades is
testified to by the prominent French writer,

who went to China and there recorded in his descriptions

André Malraux,
the
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MOSE prominent examples of

comrades. In view of such heroism Bt m‘.jf Our C!‘lu:n:.t
, i
the Chinese comrades would

learn the tactics characterized

horse and by means of these tactics endeavor o be ijln
the broad mass organizations. And they can Penetrate ing,
talented pcnp!r. {App!uum} . Th“.’f dre

In other colonies, too, particular]

Yy In India, 5 :
my opinion, can be achieved by working in the hfrtlt deal, in
youth organizations.

| T}.m. is a urn_'nmdﬂusl)- important task, Particularly iy, th

imperialist countries, from the standpoint of the fight 20 .
war. How can we speak art all of preparing the workingcgl .
to fight war in the event of jts outbreak, if we do not wn:l:l?‘
these big bourgwis mass youth organizations? The major p;l:r
of the young members of the tothing people belong to these mass
Organizations, yet in most countries we are taking no serious
measures to establish contacts with the youth in order to explain
to them the tmpending danger.

Is this a Bolshevik way of preparing for the event of war?
Even the non-fascist leaders of

these mass organizations,
even those who in "times of

peace” carry on pacifist propaganda,
the moment the ruling bourgeoisie of the country starts a war, in

nine cases out of ten will, in one form or another, place them.
selves at the disposal and practically at the service of those con
ducting the war. The mass of the young members will be caught
by surprise and will be dragged into the war by deceit, if they
are not prepared beforehand for all this by their connections with

the Communists, and if the Communists do nothing in advance
except prate about “"mass work”.
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v h the largnt yuutll organizations
P -#nnn!rd i

all Jletariat, both in the fight lg:imstld\;r:: and in the
ountoy) the p! <m. will be like a one-armed s0 304

i oht against !afu; ‘hat strong revolutionary organizations are
" From thtf .J:m means follows that our Young Commun:llt
secessary; 3t O ccept only such new members who are already
Leagues MUs! ':Irrfdy Communist, already fully capable of

. ..;. nary, . >
:’fu.i..f::‘ T he doors of our youth organizations must be thrown
ion. 1V

1 »en! Wherever these organizations are legal they must be
'_:"r_*?:.d, open to all young men and women as long as rhcy
L::f::I} ;}mpathizc with Communism and want to study Com-
-I:': whole life of the Communist )muth organizations must
he so refashioned that new members who are not ?’Et Cﬂ‘{llﬂ:lll-
nist and who are not yet accustomed to Communist dllﬂpllm
ind acovity should feel at home in the Young Communist

League, come to us willingly, experience a vivid interest in t!'l
life +uf our organizations and find in the latter the opportunity
of developing step by step into Communists. _
Fluctuation of membership has been particularly great in our
vouth organizations. What is this fluctuation? It is a eriticism of

our sectarianism by the sympathizing masses! (Applause.) As a

wie, this sectarianism is especially expressed in the fact th_lf

excessive demands are immediately made of new members in
the matter of organization and discipline, d:m:ndl they ﬂﬂ’;“

fulfil. Furthermore, their work is badly organized, is m“d)' or a

technical nature, and so tedious as to be ﬂlculatﬂ_i to kill che

most lively interest. If, however, a new member is unlb:;
fulfil the demands made of him, he is very often ruthlessly
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cized by our youth fum'timmrirs, or perha

have information from Spain to the eff
mands in respect of work are even gre
tzations than in che Communist Pa
correspondingly great. This is ones:
of the worst—forms of copying the Parey on the p,
youth organizations, copying which has he RS e
criticized by Comrade Dimitroff.

In earlier years one could often hear h

among our young comrades on the
tve: should our vouth org

air-splitting ArZUmMens
following scholastic altern,.
antzations be educatios

tions or fighting organizations? A fight was even waged againg
n : l

the “opportunist deviation” that was allegedly expressed in
garding the youth organizations as educational nrgnnimtian:
Naturally, if education is taken as meaning only achmling b
means of books, theses, lectures, etc., this opinion is Lmdnuhr]:
edly an opportunist one, But how did Lenin put the question?
At the Third Congress of the Russian Young Cnmmunis.q
League, held in October, 1920, he said the following:

w',[‘h.;- r.hI.: .pf rh,f &'L-.“ng Curnmunu.; [_r_lq“,_. I\ Eey organize if!-
practical activities in such a way that, in learning, Organizing,
umting and fighting, ic shall train irs members and all those whe
look upon it as their leader, train them to become Communists ™

The Central Task of the You "y

Commyinist International

The central task of the Young Communist International
now is to establish unity of the youth movement against fascism,
war and capitalist oppression. This central task has been clearly
and definitely set forth by Comrade Georgi Dimitroff in his
report and in the resolution on the second point of the agenda,
and was greeted with the greatest enthusiasm by the delegation
from the Communist youth to our World Congress. The line of
the Young Communist International for the next immediate
period of the struggle has been thereby laid down.
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must, 0

: ntry, and
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wreal r':”-tml h-“ “-jdt""l' '“nn'ﬂ:dliltt pracuca Hlikl-
;nlhﬂ

. TR ngress of the
me to anticipate this '“urk nfhtl'l; Cc: gl'lnd L
“ﬂ-d {”lr | nnh' want to pmnt out the decisive im
r rc.
y.CI. he

ance of this question for all muntﬂfﬂ t:}fw l'];iﬁ ;‘P'E
art.

dhate unPI:j both for the youth movement i’l:ﬂd. ﬂl‘ﬂ, agnt o
alist WO . fascism, war and the capitalist offensive,

he tollers rg the organizations of the Socialist youtb- are hedged
Ass f 'H.,j no less than the Young Communist Leaguu.
off and ME . for the most part half-dormant educational or-
They o > -:ui out any serious value as factors in the pru[ttam'm
ganizations ;;lti;m h;: means of close contact with the Commum:t
o ﬂr}uf?.;{‘mld be aroused to new life and fresh activity,
'ﬁ-nl.l;:l !;;alg;matinn of forces and permanent unity of action
by rl::.- Young Socialist Leagues afrd tht.: Ynung. gomm;.lmd:
]j.m:urs would undoubtedly result in a vigorous '1E'n u:hn
working class youth into both thr.:s: crganizations. Together t.he}r
would constitute a leading force in the mass y:outhfmqvﬂncnl: i;,
their country, especially in the movement against mmh : 3 o
is threatening to annihilate both 'thc Communist youth and ¢
Socialist youth, and all progressive youth organizations. "
That is why Comrade Dimitroff called upon the you r.;
form an Anti-Fascist Association ot the Young Communist an
Young Socialist Leagues on the platform of the class str;dggle.
This appeal of Comrade Dimitroff is c:rt‘.'.ml_y calculated to
arouse a very strong response among the Socialist _youth. o
[t is the duty of the Communist yo}:tl:n, on their part, to
all they can to make it easy for th: Socialist youth nrgmmuu:
to accept this proposal. T:‘is will help the youth movement
make a great stride forwar e : .
But fbis international task in no way implies that in certain
countries one cannot and should not go further. If the Commu-
nist International today has placed on the order of the day even
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the question of uniting the Parties, it is obvious thae the :
hhn- of a umon ot the :';-.-t'hlll!-l :Ind L'ummunut }'oulh nfo‘“.
izations 1 a number of countries is all the greater, i
The Young Communist League of France has acted as
proneer in this question, (oo, it has Ih‘!ldl}f and uprnly llktn II‘
initiative and has approached the Young Socialist League Hi:I:
a placform of unity which has met with warm response amon
the Socialist youth. This question is already an immediate one .E
Spain also. It may in the very near future become immediage in

many other countries, such as Austria, Belgium and the US.A

In Ihl' \'nunh" SL‘I{I.JI:I!AI International a Ll‘fl’ 'hflﬂg hll jlnld},
formed which 1s hghung for a united front and which is com.
Ing closer to the revolutionary position. It cannot be ﬂfl'lthri:lr
on the eve of great mass struggles, the best forces, the mus;
militant forces of the working class youth, leave the camp of
reformism for the camp ot the proletarian revolution. And this
is true not only of the forces ot the working class youth, but also
of the youth of other toiling classes, the student youth, and so
on. They are placing fresh, militant forces at the disposal of the
active army of the fight for social emancipation.

We are already observing this in all those countries where
the Communists alone have been able to foster in the right way
the radicalization of the youth in the ranks of the bourgeois
mass organizations.

Hence the tarreaching and immediate significance of the
second task of the vouth as outlined by Comrade Dimitroff, the

task of

" .. umimg the forces of all non-fascist mass youth organizations,
including youth organizations of the trade unions, cooperatives,
etc., on the baus of the broadest united front, even to the forma-
tion of vanous kinds of common organizanions for the struggle
aganst fascism, against the unprecedented manner in which the
youth 13 being stripped of every night, against the militarization of
the youth, and for the economic and cultural nghts of the youth
generation.”
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For Freedom and
| movement for a united youth front new
pond : w

ou know, recently camrlmml uu;-:; f:lopnl
U h“f'“:.' :,., cather old slogans: lltﬁl nga{ ecdom,
o fuch tuuu'lf }mc,‘ ind the slogan of the ght hur democracy g
- ':“me“ : nly natural that Joubts should have arise

: ore ¢

(¢ is there ~in the minds of many of our mmradu.dﬁ:l:-‘z

this quﬂn.ﬂ..-rll ‘hat the slogans we ';uppprt'mmt stand

- :.zn on the lines of Bolshevik principles—and it cannot

o (T | .

be SXDEVA™ hese doubts fail to realize that
But the comrades who have these pt[riﬁ:d : o e

hanged, that slogans are not | thir
hat their In'lng content clllngu in acmrdanc: wlt.h time mcl

rance. The slogan of freedom was at one time a revolu-
:.:: slogan 1n the bourgeois revolution, it then becamc a
formist slogan, and finally, sull later, a counter-revolutionary
Jogan. In Germany, for instance, in 1928-32, when the Social-
Democrats were in the government and issued the slogan
“Against Dictatorship from the Right and the Left, for Free-
dom”, this was a counter-revolutionary s of the Social-
Democratic government. But today, the slogan of freedom, if it
s advanced as a slogan in the fight not against the Communists,
but in a united front together with the Communists against
fascism, naturally acquires an entirely different content. Thelc
logans of the people’s front are, of course, vague, and it is our

duty to make them clear. We must put the question before the
masses cltnrlw_.f: frﬂ'dﬂm fnr which classes? Otherwise, these

Jogans may result in clouding the class-consciousness of the

proletariat and its allies. e 3
Hence the question must be made clear, and it is unwise

simply to reject such slogans. These old slogans must rather be
25
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EIVENn a4 new rrt'nlulmn.n\ content, I.rnln sard:
-"-;lhf-‘“‘l d'*r !dhf. I YETY, Yery fmporvtant 1.{,”}:
ficn, be it soctalist or .h'mn. ratic.”

Freedom, need
an f"r every revoly.
In accordance with the new "French .
in the youth united frone Movement thr:'mll:.:l:-:.-r;:;i !llwakmﬂh'
spvcak of the ideals of vouth l‘rrh.ap; :hiaris :dmliun‘ a:‘gun 2
be rejected? No, the fact of the matter 1s that tlu:r‘r.- Are S
tionary Idﬁlh and r“.uhumnarr id::'.llh TI‘II‘ f-.!rmrr ;nu i
rejected and the latter prized. The Soyiet tdeals are nutn”l'h
Communist ideals. And these ideals we must, of course = lih
widely known to, and inculcate in, the widest masses of th:' :"-’l hr
Facts show what tremendous prestuge the Soviet U"i:nu: '
JOYS, p.lrticul:.lrh* among the )'nul.’h of the fﬂpita“st country )
But how weak we are in popularizing the achievements of II}T-
Soviet Union! How weak we are when it is a question of makinr
known the whole glorious future that faces Soviet youth! This is
one of the most important political tasks of the youth movement
I have before me a speech made by a Soviet girl who ﬁnishui
high school last spring. I will read you certain passages depicting
the position of Soviet youth. This young comrade says:

“The doors to a joyful and creative life stand widely and hos.

pitably open before us.
“Engineers, turners, tractor-drivers, agronomists, writers, chem.

ists, electrical engineers—all are needed by my voung and glorious

country.
""f‘, Marakn“ky was [i:gh[: 'Liff T EOCNL and it s Em:! o

live’ in such a splendid era and in our splendid country. Boys and
girls of our age abroad have never known such glorious, sunny,

joyful times, such as we are experiencing today.

"« This opportunity for joyful, cheerful and thorough study
was won for us by our parents, by our brothers in the October
hghting, under the leadership of cur great Communist Party.

"+« Among us there are not only future engineers, technicians,
chemists, agronomists, Red Army commanders, airmen and tank-
operators, among us there are also writers, poets, composers and
sculptors, among us there are volley-ball players, chess players and
fine athletes!
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| chase after fame:
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L
| is in the serious day-to-day nrugg!: and work. (Loml'
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We are the youne

ouf hlrru:
_.;.p'..ru"'-l
. des, if things like this were translated into the lnn-
Comr her countrics, using the fn;h l;nguage of yo::th, it
ring greater political benefit to our revolution-
w.uuif:ﬁ:[}:h:}n bgy ?Jublishii:; lifeless statistical tables,
" (fmr:drs, you will see from the positive examples I luv:
sentioned here, taken from our youth movement, that in certain
ountries the Communist youth has already taken the first de-
dsive steps to learn “to swim in l:‘hc stormy sea ﬂf the class
struggle”, as Comrade Georgi Dimitroff expressed it. sk
We at this Congress are all inspired by the firm conviction
that the new tactical orientation that Comrade Dimitroff out-
lined with such power of conviction will help us to achieve really
great successes in every sphere of our world movement, and not

least in our youth movement. Rt
But, comrades, one thing is certain, namely, that this will

not take place automatically. Above all, it is absolutely essential

that the Communist Parties should give the }'leth movement
constant and solicitous aid, much more effective aid and leader-

ship than hitherto. I address this demand not to all the Commu-

nist Parties, but to most of them. Why? The young mmndu of
France and the United States tell us that they have nothing to

complain of, that the Parties in those countries really help them.
Comrade Raymond said: “Formerly we helped the Party, now
the Party helps us.” The successes gained by our youth through
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its own ecfforts have also given the Party Icadrrahip a better
anderstanding of the role and needs of the Young Communist

League.
But all Communist Parties, all leaders of the Communist

Parties must understand once for all that the youth movement s

the heart of the movement for social emancipation. Our youth
: L]
our ,u‘nik‘ﬁ., Are Lrowing. H’lﬂ [h'l:}' “'ﬂ“!d Brow ten times fﬂitfr if

the Party leadership earnestly helped the Young Communist
Leagues and if they assigned really capable forces to assist the
youth, Some leaders of our youth movement have during the
past few years grown to the stature of real youth leaders. But it
will not do for every functionary of a Young Communist League
who has proved himselt to be a capable worker in the youth move.
ment to be immediately taken away from this work by the
leadership of the Party, as is now often the case,

Of course, the Young Communist League is among other
things a school of cadres for the Party. But a school that is
robbed of every capable teacher and leader is of no wvalue.
(Stormy applause.)

Comrades, the second im;‘wnﬂhﬂ world war is apprndrl':ing.
Preparations are being made for the most criminal of all crim.
inal wars—a counter-revolutionary imperialist attack on the
Soviet country, the fatherland of the workers of all countries.

Well, we know that this war—as Comrade Stalin said—will
be a most dangerous war for the bourgeoisic. But whom the
gods would destroy, they first make blind.

The ruling bourgeoisie is steering towards a most dangerous
military adventure. In many countries it has already sclected
stone-blind and insane adventurers as “leaders”, and has turned
over the government to their bands.

Perhaps the German bourgeoisie does not deserve better
leaders, but the world must be protected against the frenzy of
such leaders.

The Japanese military leaders are “apostles of peace” (as
General Araki called himself and his accomplices) not less dan-
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chis does not frighten us. But it demands an earnest

.etic mobilization of r._hc toiling populatiu:n for the
and :ntrti esisting, for combatting the war preparations of the
purpose ﬂl_ it demands that the millions of members of the
tmufgmmf;m;:inn must be summoned for the united front.
muﬁ: r:fstln can we resist the impcrillist w:nnnngcn?

| k our class enemies in the rear, when they

We want to attac . : .
art the war against the Soviet Union. But how can we do so if
-

the majority of the toiling yguth follow not us, but, for instance,
the Catholic priests or the liberal chameleons?

We often repeat the slogan of transforming the imperialist
¢ into a civil war against the bourgeoisie. In itself, the slogan
s 2 good one, but it becomes an empty and dangerous phrase
f we do nothing serious in advance to create a united youth
front. (Loud applause.)

\We need a revolutionary youth movement at least ten times
1s broad as our Parties, and a united youth front hundreds of
times broader still. That this is entirely possible in many coun-
tries is shown by the achievements of our French and American
young comrades.

Only if we undertake and press this work everywhere with
the greatest possible energy, only if we achieve really important
successes in this work, shall we be able to say that we are pre-
paring the masses in a Bolshevik way against the event of an
imperialist war.

We also invite the pacifist youth organizations to join the
united front. Nevertheless, we must continually remind the
youth what Lenin taught us:
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"You will be given a gun. Take it and learn well the ae¢ of war

This is necessary tor the ;'rufrurum. not in order to shoot your

bnilhﬂi, Ihi‘ H‘HILI‘H ol 1‘“11'1' countries . . . I"lll in urdrr o ﬁﬂhl
against the bourgeoisie of your own country, in order 1o put an
end to "P_!ﬂ,u:mn, poverty and wWar, not h}' means of gnh'd inttn-
tions, but by a victory over the bourgeoisie and by lﬁurming

them.”

[f our Parties and our youth carry on the fight against war
in this spirit, there can be no doubt that in a number of countries

the counter-revolutionary imperialist war will lead to revolution
and that by the end of this world war many a Goering will pre-

sent as pitiful a picture as van der Lubbe did in Leipzig. (Loud

applause.)
Long live the Bolshevik youth!

Long live the glorious Soviet fatherland!
Long live the great leader ﬂf the world pnlfﬂ‘drfdt—-srdﬁn.’

(Loud and prolonged applause. All stand amidst cries of
Hﬁfﬂr Fromt!” "Hurrah!" -.:I'Hd' "Bdﬂ:dl'.r" Tf)c H.)'""g{' Gﬂdl"",

“Carmagnole” and other revolutionary songs are sung.)
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