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A SHORT HISTORY OF 
THE YCr. 

I. THE BIRTH OF THE PROLETARIAN 
YOUTH MOVEMENT 

T
ilE hi rth of the proktari:m yomh organisations coi n · 
cidco with the cntrv of Europc:lIl capitali sm into on 
iU1Jx'ri ali st ph:l s~" ;r he inllncdia lc cau ses o f t he bi rth 

\\(: f l' CIl !n' of \\' j,h:r ti r clcs of vout h in lo ind ustry and s ha rpen
ing of 11;(: cOlllpc l it i\'c struggle which d raws cheap labour 
power frOIl! the ranks of t he young: workers , t he :lcccnl uation 
of mil itaris lIl , which is pa rt icularly hard on youn g workers in 
the army, and the :\W:lkCll illg of politica l consciousness :lUlo ng 
the youth whieh has gai ned its economic and politica l indepen
dellce. 

o ~ommcnsuratc wi th these causc:s , t he followi ng spheres of 
3C t ~\"I t~'oc:lIPY fi rst place in the firs t pwictar i311 youth o rgani
S.' 1 15'~1: (1) $tr \l .c:~ le for t he improvement of the economic 
POSly~Tl of the youth: (ii) s truggle against milita r is m ; (iii) 
SocIalIst self.educa t ion, 

T\\'O T\'I'ES OF TilE )!OVE~I F.;\: T 

The ),o11 th Oq::3I1i:-:"'l t ioIlS established at the end o f the last 
~ntu ry ~an be di\'ided in two grou ps , one of which turned 
ILS attent Ion mainly to the anti- mil ita ri stic st ruggle , whereas 
the other cOIl(,,(' lllr:ltcd on d efence of the economic demands of 
the ,"outll • • 

" . T he follow i 1\ ~ orgal1is.'1tiolls bclon~ to the fi r s t g roup: 
,,\ o\~n~ Guard!' '' o f Belgiulll (establi shed in 1886-1 8&) , the 
~, a.hs~ ~'outh Leaj.!u e " of, S weden (establi,sl!ed in 1895). 

the Soclahst Youth" of SWlt 7.e r1:lIld (es tablished in 1900) 
the " Jt:\1i:m Soc ial i:;t Youth Fede ration" (establi s hed i~ 
I~l ) . ,the ", Soc-ial -Oe11l~.T:\t i c:. Y,o uth L eaRue " of Norway 
(~stabhshcd III 190'2) , the Soc la h s t Youth" of Spa in (cstab. 
h!liled ill 1903), ,the " , YO\l1l £ \Vork ers ' L eag u e " of Sou:h 
Gennall)' (cst:\bhs hcd III 190-1)' 



6 " ~ 1I0l:.T 1 1l ~TO N.\, or Till·: V. C. 1. 

'T o t he second grou p bclollj:!cd t he " YO\lIl~ \\'otk~ t 

L ca C"\lc 't of Au~ tri a (cs tabl i:;;!u.:d i ll ,&),,\ aud tht" F~Jt;:. 
l ion o f Free Yo uth l.c:\RucS t, of r\onh Ccr m3ny (cl'>tablished 
in 1904-':;). 

In some countr ies :-ynd il';ll ist and :l1l:lr.·hi :-.1 cu rrcnts made 
their nppc.nal\cc a mong the youth . T hc$(' l'll rrcnts ltd to 
!'plits in the existing youth org3 ui s..'1tioll s . 

n, THE INTERNATIONAL FEDERAl'lON OF 
SOCIALIST YOUTH ORGANISATIONS 

'rhe year lC)Oj brought wi th it a new .stage ill 1 1 1~ prole. 
la.ian youth movement, a di sl illt::li shing fc-atll.rc of wIllen " ,:l5 
the establishment of an intcrn3ttona i fcdcf:lllOn hetween Ice 
existing youth or g:l1li sation s and Ih,c 3(,(,(· lItll:l.l ioll of the str~g. 
glc betwccn reformism and 1301shc\' lsm for the youth org3n1s.l· 
l iOllS . 

1I0STH. E ""'TUDE OF l '.-\RTI f. 5 :\:-;:n TR :\ I)E \ ':-;:10:-;: :-; 

From the beginn ing of the youth movemen t the S<Ki.3: ' 
Democr:lt ic Panics :lml t he tr:\dc ull iollS adopted :l ne!:a tl~ 
atti.tude towards it. At that t ime t he work ing yOllt ~1 c rca ~ . 
. .. . I ' II ftl O' ,,"I I'artv l'xIXulne Its orgalll S-.'ltlons :lgalllst t Ie W I 0 I~ 0 1\ .. . .. ': 
:lnd :lssociated it self with the l.eft-wlng 0 1 ti l<: parw:,!>. 

, 
1'11£ F IKS T l !\:T EK:-;:ATfO:-;:Al. Il1.au-:.-\u OF 
Y OU TH ORCA:-;:I SATIO:-;:S L 

I .,. t i \"1," of !l.t At t he bco-inninp of l nr.-, th anks to t Ie I llItI~ I ,. ' 
'=' '=' "7""' , I . :It \" 11'" South Ccrman Young \\lorkcrs ' Lc:tgue , a pre IIl11n . . f til 

nati.o~a\ Bur<.:au of the pro\et:lr ian youth lIlo\'em~n l .\\· :l\O;(~c r . 
\ 0 wlneh Comrades Karl Liehk llecht and LudW ig l' r:l n

l
! " 

'J' !. \lrc Ulany). al1d Henrik ?c ~1 ~11 (Bclg.i ull,l ), bclollt;ed. , :I~ml :t-
estabhshed ('onnectlon WIth the l1ld lVld ual ('ountnes . P 
pared au Intcrnational Conference, 

Tfle Firs t IlIl ental.iolial Y oulh CQlI f.:rt' IICC (SIIlIi }!MI , 19:171 

'rh fi I ' . ' r t y outh ,..e rst ntcrnallonal Confercn ce or the S£,(' l •• I ~ , II' 
OrgnUl S3.tion was held from August 24 to .,6 l ()O i . III StU 
gatt, immeaia.t.cly after the International ~ia li st COIlf!rcss

h Twenty delegates were present, who represe ll ted the ~IO~~ 
Lc:ague~of.Ge:rma1\Y. Belgium, AU5lria, Sweden , It :lly , S.r:ll , 

11oheml:l. SWitzerland, Holland, Hungary and AlI slf:l h:1.. 

, 

, 

I IISTOR \ ' Or TilE V.C.1. 
" SIIOII T 

, 0 1" . ' TlO~'" PRo<.~R A )I)It'. 

7 

, HII.:'T Isn,RSA . " . ' 'T 
111 , . Vl)liT Il ) !OVu.n,:\ " 
rm: I'ROlt.n

R1
-\ :\ .' the followin g qucsh Ons : 31llt-

The Conference. dC:l lt \\I !:~ of the working youth, ,and 
mililJrislll, eCO!loUl.'C !'tr~$!~ t h or .:\uis :ltions , 'fhe dCCI ~ IOllS 
Social ist ed\I(,3tLon 111 t h~) O l,Ct"te th e. firs t InternatIOnal 
.. d I (:sc POlllts cons I I 
"·jlb rl'g3 T to t I. f the prolc tar i:lll youth mo,c~ncn t. n 
p~r:lln:ne of 1\ (' t

l
lOlI 0 for the subsequcnt t acti cs o f the 

these pOlllts :lrc t IC I!c nns 
. , r ~ \"olu t io1l3r)· \'outh movcment. 

enure e . , ~ . t have 
Tnt Confc rellce decla red th :l ~ It , \\"a5 !lCCC_sa ~y : itsel f 

sc 3nte ')role13n an youth org3D1S3t1onS, It assocIate 
lIo· i~h the decisions of the: preceding S tuttgart Con~ress, of ~te 
S«-o::!d International wi th re:ga rd to the war ,queslton, It C utb 
outed the first programme of ac t ion of, a e.tlon o f the Yo, , 
Leagues for the economic s truggle (brIn gIng fo,rward m.l~l
mum dellL3nds, cstabli slllllen l of youth protec t ion commis
sions, indusion of youth demands ir~ wage :lgree"?-ents) and 
b id the foundation for the: revolutlOllary edllC3. tlo:':l,l p.ro
Cflmme of the workin g youth (ed ucat ion throug h p3rltclp3l10 U 
ifl lhe struggle). 

~"B" l'OI :\T5 OF Tilt-: ORG .... :-;:I SATIO:-;: 

The Conference fai led to gi\'e the lntern3tional Federatio n 
of ~.i:lli $ t Youth Organisati ons a sound organisa.tional ,fO~lll. 
It bmlted itself to rorming 3n i nternaliol1:l1 Bureau ~osl shng 
of five members resident in d ifferent countries , wluch subse
quently proved it s incap3e ity ror pr:lctiC'31 work , 

Temporary Slag ual ioll of HIe You lll M O'"Jem ent 

The F irst Intern ational Conrercnce was rollowed by a 
f.oCriod of temporary st:lgnation of the movemcn t. 'rile defeat ff the fi rst Russian R evolution caused g reat dcpression in the 
3bour mO\·cmcnt 3nd helped the rC£ormiSl currents to gain 3. 

stronge r and e \"ell a lcading: influcnce. One o f the consequences 
of these e\·cnt s W3S the destruct ion or thc independence of the 
Youth 1ll0 \ 'Cm Cnl in somc coulltries 3nd its subord ination to 
tht reformist p..'l.fty leadership . The great cst sufferer in this 
respect was the Cerlll!1n yout h movement, whose groups were 
Pb.~~d \Ind ~r lhe leadership of :ldults find were robbed or their 
pohtLC"31 character , Thc Dutch youth I1lO\'e l1leu t w.-as Similarly 
ton,·e rted into a hral\ch of. the Soci:t.I-Dcllloc r3tic Pa rty under 

• 
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the ('On tl"ol o f adults. Also In Austri:"t , I,e <.'_ ., ' I II 1') • ."XI( 13 . Cm O\' . 
a rty m:\lIa~ed to k l'<'P the. YO,lIt h I.cagul' striclh' liOn. r :'lt ~c 

en1. Only t he youth o r g:1IlIS:l 1l 0 11 S of 1t:\lv SWl:lj •. " d~l,l h' 
. I I· I·· I I . • .. 3n :\ Ot wny rctn11lC( t l(: lr po Itl l' :\ C la r:1ctcr. . . 

J~ACT I VITY O F '1"111-; I:'\T f.R. :\"AT10~AI. HURf. .\ U 

I n the In.tcn~at ion3 ~ this Ch;lllg.: in t he youth 11I0\"eme::t 
rou~ld expressIOn III t he Secone! Intcr n:Hioll:t! Youth COll fCfCnrf: 
whu.' h was , o n the whole , o f :\ r :uhcr non-politi(':ti chara«t r 
and at wh ich R obert J):lI11lcbcrg, t he follower of the reformist 
Austrian Soci:\I-Dcmocracy . was dected III\(-rnational ~ttrt. 
tar),. An 3 ltc m p t W3 S :llso m:ulc to sn bordill:l tc the Intern:t. 
t ion31 B ut"c:\\l o f the y outh 1ll0\:CIlICtlt to tlw Se<:ret.:lri:l. t of the 
Scroud Interna tiona l ( 19 1'Z). H owcvcr. t he decision on this 
proposal W3~ post poned . 

At the beginning o f 19 14. the Youth Intc rn :uional h:ad ' 5 
o rganis ati on s with 170 .000 m c m ocrs. . 

/,t! f" nrntio lla l COtlt1f"(. lio ll s durjll c tl,,~ lVQt'hl 11'0' 
• 

. Anot her s tro ng im petus w;,\s gin: n to thc l11o \'emc~t 
dunng th e \ \Torld \ V;lr, when it once more assu llIed prom!· 
nently politica l a ct ivity . At the ocginning o f the W.lf most 
o f the p.rolctnria n youth o r ganisat ions ado pted the policy of t l::c 
revolutlo uary s truggle agai ns t war. 

TB F. YOUTH IS TItR WORJ.D WAR 

The re a sons fo r thi s attit ude o f the \'outlt we re Ill:linly as 
!ol1ows: (0 M ass inclusion of t he wor ki;l)Z youth in industry 
m plaC'C o f adult wor ker s , (i i) n.bS<: lJ ee o f a b OOn r a r!s t~r3cy 
among the. you~h. (i ii) absence or prolo nged refOTlIll st wIlt:· 
C!nce prevalhng 11\ th e parties. 

At the outbreak o f war the loose oon 11 e('tioll be twcen t ~t 
organisations was broke n . The Inte rn a tional llureau 3ncl lti 
S«'ret.ary were inactive. 

RESUlll'TIO S OF IS'TERSATIOSAL COSNECTIO:-'S 

ro1 The. E xecutives of son .1C o £ the Leagnes we nt with fif ing 
F ours 111tO the camp o £ thc Socit1. li s t patriot s (Germ:!ny, 
~~f and Austria), . bu~ a ool1 sidc ~able majority .of t h~. 
m·I· , I~l Youth org:aDlsatlons remained loy.,1 to their :tutl 

I I ansl rev I t ' . • 
ncctions ov °t~ l~n3.ry past and ende.:woured to res \l1 l1C cOr 
end { ~r Ie u!3ds?r tb~ Intern3tioll31 llurc:l11 . At t it 

o 19 t
'\ the E XC<."Ulwcs or thc:.. Y outh Lc n.g ucs o f itol.I·, 

• 
I,, <TO RY 0"- Til E" .C.1. 9 

"~1I0HT . • . 
. .d to o r g3111se an S .' . erl:ulll endcavo ure .' f 

~ntl i ll:a\i;l :and. \\It zr ' . At the hegul1l1llg 0 J 9 ~ 5 
. fl.,1 tio:131 \'outll ("on ('rtllee.. 3rlC t heir n.ppcarancc ITl 
IIllt f . . ' :1.1 cu rren t s 111 . . «. , 
tht fir5t {tPI)USlt lOl1

• • I . . triot ic leac1ers lup .'e rman}, 
, 1..0 un<kr SOCia p.1 

l.(JJ.!u(,~ . 
. \\Istri:a , I' ranee}. 

• 

• 
. . s \1 ' lrter~ to or~a11l SC 3 

The attempt s made 111 \'a n o u. q . . . f deleg :l tcs 
1 - II" I\ pril 191' to :l mcctlO)Z 0 • confl'rence]c( Ilfla ~ In. .' .): . The Intcrna-

r '-' ,·ons of the Int ernat ional l ·ede ratlo~l . S . 
, -, I· I k I e III Berne (. wltzc rt:oual Youth Conft:n:nce . W \lC 1 t OO pac . , 
b.ud) "3$ :attended h\' ,6 de legates fro lll te n coulltries ( It al,.} . 
~ \\«lell X'onl:!\, O(:1l11lark , H o lland, Switze rl and , Bulgana

d
, 

. , . , . ' )S Po l:l1ld an Cerm:aI1\' _ reprcsc nti llg OppoSition g rO\lI . -:- . '. 
Ru~:,j:a":'" " outh representa t ives o f thc Social· Democr~tl c 
p.1 rti ts there). Altogethe r t hey had 3 3 ,000 m embe r s bcllll1d 
,b,.. -
;:t' ·OI.l"iIOSARY ... en os AGAISST TilE W .\R 

This Conference \\'3S th e: fm:;t 1ll c:c tillg o f rcprescn ta. t i\'es 
(,f Soci:llist organisations afte r the outb reak o f the war . In 
spi te of some sho rtcomi ngs , which we re s ubsequently . ovcr 
romt. the Confercnce took up a correct a nd rC\'olutlonary 
att itude to the majorit y of the most import a nt . q~es t iotl s. It 
c('('ilred itstlf emphat ically :ls;::ainst SOClal.pal:lo t lSnl, .pla~d 
l1:e Stttions under thc obli f!:3 tio n s o f inte rn a tional sohd3T1ty 
for re\'0!ution3ry a ction against t he wa r ( lnterna~ion~1 Y o uth 
Day) and re.es tabli shcd the in terna tio nal o rgam satlon o n 3. 

n~w :lnd sounder ba ~i s. It appoin ted a new Internationa l 
Burt au and nomin:l tcd Comrade \ V. Munzcnburg its secreta r y . 

W£Ax I'OISTS OF Tilt:. COSF F.RF. :-OCE 

. The political weak points o £ the Conferencc were: ~ t 
f:lllcd to draw from 3 COrTCi:' t a1131ys is of the war 3nd the all.l
tilde, of Socia l.De lllocracy the neC'Cs,S;-'l ry o rganisationa l ron· 
elUSion , n:Ul1cl\' a brcn.k with Soc13I.Dcnlocracy and t he 
u tablishlllCll t oC' Communist Parties and 3 Communis t I n ter. 
n~tional ; it included in its dec isions n d~llland ro r complete 
dlll.'Umamcllt 311d t hc ending o £ the war by the rulin g cb.ss. 

'flit SlntgJ.!l.; 0/ II .. : Youlh /'lt U ll atio llal lI Caiu ,S t tbe lVar , 
Aher the Berue Conrcrence the 11ltunatiollal F ederation 
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('()Ilccnlrn lcd it s whole :.tr .. 'It!: th On t h\! or"3I1i:'~li.'" <r . 
. I ' . I h v I Illler. 11Atlo na a l lou a~=UUSl t II..' w ar. Hv :lutulUU I h~. YuUtb 

Lcagul"s of RUIII ::Uli a , GrtX'l'l..' . Unit .... ;1 ~ta tl" . C311ad,1 :ltd 
Sp..'\ in, had 3$'OI.' ia ICtl t h(,I1l :-c!"c..'s wi th the c\c\·i:..ivlls of the 
]-Jc n tc Confcn;.· ll l'.... . They \\erc follo\\cd 1:l1('T by the I.taguU 
of F inla nd :'I ud Russi:l . In Cl'flllany , F ralll''''' , :\1I .. tria ltd 
Belgi um. the 0Pr)()~i t ion :lJ,::ains t t he l.c:lgm: E W"l!ti\,', \\hkh 
Was ho.<;tih.~ to t he I ll t<.'rn:l t iona l Fc(kr:nioll , i!l (' rl'a ~('(1. 
'"r U t-; l!\n: RS"TiO~"t. YOU TH D.\\' 

R esting 0 11 thi s o rg:lfli&'ltio l1. t lte Interna tional Burt.l!.! 
conducted a series of biJ.: p roteoS t de ll1onstrations ag:lill!>t the 
war . The Int(, fn :ltio nal Vouth 03\'$, :ll'l'ord itl~ to the SIOf:l:S 
o f the Intcrna t ioll3.! Bureau , we re' heJd lIot only ill the r.eu. 
tra J b ut al so in the bclliS!e rell t \'()untrics. TIW~: ~rc among 
t he few a (' liOll5 af all illterna tiollaJ character dUTlng the \Ur , 

of which the rc \'o lutio na ry I:tbour IlIOVC IIICl\t ('an bo:'l~t. In 
the belligerent countries t he Italian I. (·:l~ ue :\Iltl t~lC (,~'r:-':l ": 
o pposition were a t the head of the:::c ch,.·1I10 11s t ralLo:Js. 11:(' 
a c t ivit\" o f the Inte r1l3t iotl31 Burca t! \\:lS ~upjlO.rted, hY'

1 
~h~ 

periodical published bv it , Til l' Y o uth Jll t, ' I'IWll f11l/I, \~ 1'~ 
con ta ined a fll cles wnttcn ." some 0 I . , . "b f t' e ttlO~ t pronl1r.t~! 
Bolshev ik lea de r s o f t he in tefl1at ional labour mon-m ellt. 

The l"'OUtll IlIt n llat icmal a t Ih.' E lld of til(' II'dr 

f , f t he workers to The increas ing o pposi t io n 0 t Ie mass 0, . 1 ' the 
th~ waf t he accentu:n ioll o f s tnlRglcs o f pnll(,lp e!l; I ,I~ thc 

' ,. f , ,"> ' R c \'olut lon :\! . lnternaltonal t IC victo r\, 0 t ie ",USSI:l1l , d . I ttt b f , . 'C '1,~ IV' :l ITe Cf:1t C II ' o ut re3 k 0 rcvo ullo ns 111 e ntr:! L'.u r o r _ " : of the 
)'outh DlO\'eUlcu ts the filial tr:l llsi tio n o f t he ,sc('lIons oro

int
. 

International F eder:ltion to t he Com mutlls t . s t:\ n " 31. 
F inally the es tablis hmClI t o f the Third Il1tc r ll:l 11011:'1 !01t,:1I 

. f , " th 1110 \ '('111(' 111 , lsed t he p."1ning o f the ways o r t Ie '.I' 10 C ,\'OU 

Til t: YOUTH ORCAXI S AT IOXS AF F ILIATF.O 
T O TH F. TIIIRO IXTI!RXATI OXAI. 

, 
workers 111 the SUlllmer o f 19 17 the firs t sep3 rate youn g ' 1' t ili4'd 

movement W3S establ ished in Russi:1 , which soon t ~I;I .vik 
itself ullresen 'cdly wi th the s tandpoi llt o f t hc k> S ~ il:1 
Party, and resulted in the es tnblis hmcut o r t hc i\ II. Ru~'. 
"Young Co mlUunist J. .. cague ill October, 19 . 8. ..' 1 Ihc 

111 Germany the two c urren ts with11l the oppo .... t lon II 'ted 
'working youth orgnni sation al1Jalg:ulIatcd into olle un l 

, 

It t'" \' C IN\' U..- 1 • " 
.\ ~lIm, T iII SYo f Germany." In 

he Free Scx.'~ :1.lis t you tl!~ 0 V o un g \Vorke~s' 
"!'\,:l r;lUOTl of st the oppOS Iti On III t r the o. CoUllJ1Ulll s t 
XOHlUbI.·r, 19

1
. , orfl:wisco the Leag ue 0 . 19

1
9 t he I-Iun

' f \U ... tfl3,..· 0 " In j :lll l.n .. n , ' 1-' --' :1 1 l.e.l$:U( ~ , " II of l\u ~ tn:1. i' fT' fro m t hc .~I _ 
l'r,At.ltl:" '.~u~\'orb.: r:-. ' I.eag,uc .sp It ,0 C01l1111un is t V oung 
J.!.lfl.H1 ' ?UllP:1rt\, and c ~ t:lhh shcd At he ' l 19

1
9 , the Young 

lkl;J(d3\H," , , r I "'1l03 f\' , I II pn. n', I'"tc to the ' I ' :lOUt.' 0 '" ~ I ' " I to 311 ., 
WlIf;" cr" .(... f Swi t )\c ri;Jlld (CCIO\'!< , M 3Y 19

1
9. by 

~"ial i , t l.e3g~c °1 0 The :-,:nnc W3 S d onc III : -hIe Socia l-
Third IntCfllat lona" \'out h J C3g ue of Ihl1 ~:1n3 , Iso 3ffili-
thc ~i:tI .!kIl1O(' r3t' c f 'S 'cden and K Of \\'3,)' a I 
,'. o..utir Youth L<.-3;.:ue5 ~ 0 \ \ , he sp r in g o f 19 19 , .11 ~~ the Th ird I nt (' rll:'l~ 101131 111 I f ' Ita ly fo ll o wed thc,lr 
~t~{)r the YOUII~ Sociahst I ..c,,-~ue ,oe3g~e of Vugoslavla 

, " " C Y Olill n Co mm\l11l s t • ('xa'up c, I t:>, 

u s'tsl3blishcd 3t the 53111C lime, 1 tio ns the decisions 
'n \' iew of th is development o f t,I,C :dCCcqu .. t~ T he Y outh 

pro\'e( 111... ~ . f . 
of the Ikrnc Conrere nce, SOOIl • • h ind t he dc\'clo pme nt 0 It s 
lntern:1tioll:l1 W3 S bRCIIlC x: 
l.cagc.es, 

W,_\"rSISC (IF ISTER S;\T10 SAt. 

('o::-.:::-.:r~Tlo::-,:s , 1915-19, . d 31so fo r the ab-
One reason for tll,is laggillR 1X:!I1I1~r~l~e~t o f lhe Third 

,,- o":'In offici31 :lttltudc to the csta, 1S
t
, ,nc" ntimc-was - .. , k 1 C III Ie . ... r 

lntern:1 t ioll31 which had 13 ' Cn P:1C k ' ng to thc arrest 0 
the interruption o f international WOf' ~WI f the Swiss com-

- d , ....... r secuhon 0 , 1 • • Ct:..m r3dc ~llIn7.e nburg 3ll t Ie 1'- f' . tc n lal10 nal wor ... In 
' 1 roco tIC 111 . . 1 r1dcs ""'ho h3d hcen put ItI c 13 t:> " of t he Intc rna llo o3o 

1:is pbc-c. A hrief rcvi\'al of t h~ 3ett~~~ place in Dcccmbc.r, 
EXtCuli\,e of thc You th I ntc rnatlona . 31 n ll re3\1, held III 
1
91. . .-\ rump,session o~ the 11ltcrn"~t~0~hc ~fctnri31 work 

nerl in , d('cidcd (tcm por.anly ) to tr31~bfic!\ t ion of the )'"outll 
to Germ:ul\' 311d to resume the P s ts of the C'OIIlr::ldes ell -I .' 'l , c Icwcd :1 rrc 1I1" , '1I11 110 ' 1(I/' ut t IC r I ' t 
truMed \\i th thi s work put a s top to I , 

.• S \ Tl0 X,\I. COXGRI-:S." 
.:rFtHI.TS TO C.\ I.I., AX IST I',K". t ' n a l Burenu re-

' T' f t he Intern3 10 .. " The tcmpor:ny (hsal~1 It) 0 { . e(l--."1s in the bcgllllllUg 
~u1t<X1 in thc ill it i3ti, 'c he mg ,tt'2ns ~I\$ \Vbile (ront Bas ic , 
of the W3 r- to the most !\('tJ\'c ~" .... 11 · illtc ru3t ioua l conrer-S . d (fort s t o c.. .. . , I 
• \\' ISS C()llI rn<1es m3 C c t 3U end to lhe o rgalllS3110n3o 
tr.c(,: ill Vicnn3 Wh 1('h \\'3~ to 'P": t o f the Executive o f the . r ' 1 1Il ' l e ll\11 Y be ('h~('os and the po It l(' 3 ~ ' l iolls we re ('.an ied 0 11 tW('(!n 
You th In terna t ional . nego 1:l 

• 



- ""2_-

?\.losC"Ow (when.' a t th:l.t time 1h(' 1"(, \I\: r..: rcprt'WIlI , " " f 
Y I I f ( ' a Ill· ... (l t ~e o ut I .engtl cs (\ ,C'rman y and l .i t hu:l. l1ia) and t he thl-

n 
~'i'l l 

R ed llucla]>t..'s t fo r t he- pll r po~ of l'OIl\'C'nil1,g :l.II Imerna,: "1 \ ' C " C f' l(':Ja - o un g Ollllll Ulll s t 0 11 e rl' II(' l~ III t hl' blter . 

Til .. ; V IE~:-':A ISTf.R:\:\'riOS.\ 1. l'OXFr. "-r.X~' I; 

These v:a r iou s "tTort s li n311.\' lee! to the holcliu).! oi 3. :1 In . 
t e ruat ioll :t1 Yout h Confen::I\\' \,: i ll \ ' jC\1I1:1 0 11 . \lIg.US\ l 6:h, 
19 19. It w:ts ~H t ell dcd by 16 delega tes , who n.: pn.:scllt('d $C \"t:\ 

Leagues (Russia, Germany, Poland, '- l l.IlI~a ry. it aly and 111'0 

Austrian Leag ues), The Vien na COllkrcll(,c cb' idcd to u1l 
an In tern:n iona l Yout h Co ngrC'ss . 111 thi s COIiIlCl't io:l it \\35 

dec ided no t t o inv ite t he soc ia l·patriot il' IC:\)..:\ll's. :\ pro
vi sion31 ronuu ia ('c was fO r1lll .... d wh ich took \\pon it ~c1i also 
the duti es of the Inte rnati o nal Secreta r iat. 

III, THE ESTABLISHMENT Of THE YOUNG 
COMZ,!UNIST INTEIU"IATIONAL 

The Congr ess org:l.l1is~d b\· the Pro\'i s ioll:li CO.lll mit:C'(' 
took pl:l t'C uude r "illegal" ('in."uUl st:l JlCCS ill Ik rbn frol:! 
No\'c m bc.r 20 to :!6, 19 19 . It W:l.S :l.ttcnded by 19 dckp tc.s, 
r eprescllting 14 countries , which had 229 ,000 IIIcml.x·r;; !: 
their L eagues (Russ ia, CCrlll:l.IlY, It :lly , Sweden! :\ o:,\~~. 
Switze rl and, Ans tri:l., Po l:\nd, Huuga ry, l{mu:lI.u:l., 0~'I! ' 
Denmark and o ppos itional groups from Czcdu)-S lo\·a ':a . 

TH E DRRI,t:" I'ROG RAM:\IE 

The main task o f the C OII PH'SS consis ted in cxw:lding 
• I during the the 1>olitical de\,clo pmcnt wil i('.'h had takcu p a~'e . al 

1 f " 1 " d' " 1 1<' " f,I , '!Jlternauon ~st CW, ycar~ HI tI l! 1Il IVI ~ ua .~Cll OIlS o . C, .f ' .. ,Ii as a 
1· ederatloll , to the Inle rnatl o n:d , By ('OIl S t lt~ t!llg ,t·il.: . F;r~ 1 
Congress of tIl e Young Communist Ill terllallo l1:lI , I IC . '" C " f f tI • " Itern ollgress unreserved lv adopted the pht o rlll 0 Ie, 1. 
tiona} and an inte~n:\tiol1al programme for t he new l l1 tc r~ I ' 
tional. The mos t import.o.'l.ut point o f thi !> progr:ulllilc \\:l,S Ii 
political part. In thi s the Y oun g COIllIll\llli~ t Ill tem:1tlO!1:1. 
d" " d" If f h " 11 :lS from ISSOCI:ltC It!>C rom t e ~Iat·patnot lj , as we · I 
the ~L1.rx ist centre , and S<: t the youth orgalli sn tiol1s fir;~ t :"Inl 
fo rcmo.s l the. task of poli t ic:l} s truggle fo r C ommuni s t :lllllS. 
'tne F.STAlH,ISllMF.NT OF TIn-; VOUNC 
('O}fMVN1ST INTF.R.NATIOSA I. 

Alongs ide this ne.w. clear political s taudpoint waS :1 series 

, 
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,\ SIW"T III :>TO . 11''' Fcdera-

T he loose Illt crllall.o " I 1 the 
. 1 \k(' i ~ioIl 5. l" I IlItcntalto na f:l , 

l\{ (jr:O:,"l1 ~a l l o\~~~ted into a ('ClItfa ISC( t , the E xec ut ive 
t:cn \\ J' ~II :I \ ' I S placed a pe rmane nt ~; ' Special youlh 
h rl of \I 11("! II, . I o f fl\' c Ul C11l >C • ' I lhe 

CJ . . \\ hich COIISls tC( , I· ' COllllectio n Will 
Co:nmlltn , ·1 . dealt Wi t I III . a _ t he 

ns ~\(' rc ~UTlllll:ln ) '1'1 ollly exceptIOn W ~ 
:~~;~tiol1 of the. ~ro~ralJlllt'le,~ fil1a;ed i scussi~n of wh ich was, 

. f t · nllht:lrlSlll, • . 
quem<rn 0 :l.Il I· ~ I the lIex t Bureau s e SSlOll , 
I:o\\e~·er , tr:lIl s{(-rrc( to 

- OF TIIF I' FC I5 10SS 
mE \\,~.Ah I'()IXT:. ", . f I Il<:r1in Congress 

T ht: weal:. points o f tl~e de(' l s:~~ s ~u:l:emovement to. the 
U\' in regard to the, rda t lon ? f p r es it drew conclus ions 
~:n!lluni s t Interna t lOllal and ItS :l. r I f~\\' vcars i it did not 
ollly fro m the dc\'tlopu~c!lt of . tl~~cP3ds~\'clOPI;lent which look 
l:lki:' in lo 3('C0l1nt s lI fhe le ntl). 1 ' I' "r' t C Ollnre ss of 

" I' rt cs 3ftcr t Ie I .. ~ '"' plltt in 111C COll1111\1 I\1 ~ t :l I , . h' led t he clear-
Il'c Communist Inte rnational and the re y \~mpc( Communis t 
;;, Ul) of Ihe relations bet wecn the, °lun g r,"oo ,,!hich 
' " I) t' 11 t Ie pc I ta~ues aud the ComtllullI s t ar l e s I . ' f the 
- " C ' I'he o\'er_e s tuuatloll 0 di rttth- folloll'cd the OIlf,.<TCSS . .' . . dependen t 
" " C""t o rO":llllsa tlOUS 3S In w!c of the YOUl I ~ O m lll U llI S ,"", P t ' of the 

political organis..'ltions s idc ~Y Side wl~h tl:eer_~;t;~~a tioll of 
adults was COlllllH:Il SUr:l.te with a ccrt :lI11 ~~Id der-csliwa-
h ' " 11k r 1 L eaf' UCs 1 li S un I e stx"t'" la yout I las ' s 0 tI e " '" ' Co ess through 

lion was cxpressed in the di SCUSS io n s o f lhe , ugr L es to 
. . t ' , o f \'anous cagu the 4ippoSItIOn of the rcpn:scnta 1',(,5 f ' 1 eduC3 tio na l 

the emphasis given to th e nc('esslty 0 s pCCla 
\\·ork within the. youth o rg-:llli sations, 

I Youlig Communis t n :o: Orc;allisoliollol Cons lruelia ll 0/ II C 

. Inl cn la/lOlIo J 

, I I Itcrnational, which 
'l'hc I1cwly -clected E xccutl\'C of t 1\ lattention on apply~ 

marie its C(!lItrc in Bcrlin, collcentr~tcd . l s 1 "'y5 BetwC'Cn 
"I ' " , alt1 s atloll3 \\ ' mg I IC Bcr h n deCISIons \11 o rg. . f 2 ' ... considerable D . 0 19 ' " ectmbc r, ' 9 19, :ll1d the sprtnl:; ' lh leagues was in. 
tnajori t\' of the e x istin g prolct3n:11

1
1 ~~uC I and numerous 

d ' of tIe". " , uccd to adopt the programme 
organi sation s were esta.bli shed. 

Til" WO R1,D 
01,;lI, ~ F.CTIO!\"S TII~OUC IIOUT . Co to"ress the following 

Di rtttl" after the Dcrhn tUcd~ tl;c';' were affiliated 
be rcprcscn , V l.(:agucs , wh ich h ::HI not , en C OllllUunist L eagues of ugo-

to the Y ,C.I ,: the \oung . 
, 
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:-\1 via, Dul.8 r! . 1"<:bX, Lithuania, "~t honi3 and J • 
" ' ofR 111 ll~n. ~ere established in the fOllo"' iu

o 
~tvtl . 

t1'i .s: Great nntal,n (~h rou.gh (u 'on of \"3.rious snuli aJI;ta. 

t3n n -,:outh ~rpm {JOn In London, Manchester "nd ~' 
Ian 1.> .• :S1~vakHl . L~l xe.ll1bur~. t:i umc. Il'tbnd, J-:Ut Ga.licia' 
~l e?,lco . !"iout h Afnca " and 1," ~~tun C'Ountries : Tur\tst'D: 
KhIV3, 80kh:.\TQ , PersI3, ASiatic luthy, K rcn :and China. 
l:<\l'Tl'IUi 0»' CENT1U:ir l EAGUF$ 

The: Executive Committee of the V.C.1. Ul:lde sJlC\'i.l1 
effort s " itlt regard to the already e.,.'li:is ting proleluiaa yoca 
Leagu s in Europe and Amen a , which \n~rc . hO"'""t \'u !;t ill 
under centrist leadership. In the- course of 1920, the foll~illl 
organisat ions \\ere "00 for the V.C.1. in tbis manDtr : llIt 
two nat ional youth leagues in z«ho·SJo\'nkin (Cerm:an aoo 
C,cch regions), tbe Voung Socialis t l ..eague of F r2DC'e a:sd 
F inland. tbe u3gue of t he Socialist Prol~tnri3n Yoath of 
C~rmany (i ndependent) and the Socialist Yout h I.c3gue of 
the United S ta tes of North America. 

I)I!.V~LOI')IE.,"T 011 TII H Al'I"'ARATUS 

Parallel with th is o rga1!is.o.tion:al de\'~lopmeDt of the Sec. 
t ion$ of the Y .C. r, was tbe d~velopmenl and ('On501ida~01l of 
the <-en tral :apparatus . Correspondence betWCCD the: b~ttU, 
t i\'e and the Interna t ion:al and the Sections " "as u tabhsbtd 
in Apite: of e.normous difficulties (closing of froutie rs) on :I 

sn.le bitherto unknown in th e: Youth Intern3tiona,l. A,:~ 
from t wo P'ttiodieal organs, the Y outll lutentOIIOffIJ' . 
'"'l'mafia."" Y outll CorrcspoudDilce. which were puhhshrd 
monthly and every ten days respectively, a coasider.:ll ble: num· 
ber of pamph~l& and leadets were publ is htd. 
TH R t"RST DURV""U SESSIOS 

. Tb«!: ruu1 ... of the first hn1(.yea rly activity of the: Int~· 
nahoaal ~re Summed up at the 6r.o\l Burenu Session, wlilch 
,;~:~-:k~. pla~. in Berlin lrom June 9 to JJ, '92 0 • The ButtlU 
: .• .au laid down the: lunher lactiC's wilh regard to t h~ «n!.i::' p'!a&~nbrou&ht to" collclu3ioll the discussion begun li t 

Irat , e.eu on the question or anti.militarism, g1o\C y iE-the prctl-= lorm to the que. lion of the relntion of the: 
q::tiaJ ..... ~ to the P-!".iell (without, however, going s ub
·-t Y I ,~Id the deci.sion. mede by the: F irst Congress) 
tic: lSi (::~lt t~c Ttni .. tional .tru~tnre 01 the In,lC:rnn-

at on 0 the .ub·~rct.na .. in B:ule , VIe:lI02, 

. RV OF 1)11. V.C. I . 
, SJlOU IIISTO r . ubHsbiog activity 

' .... _ . imprO',' em~nt 0 p . '-_ -'cen the 
kholm and MUEoa , 'salional connection IJIIIOt" 

;:; (OD5Olidit ioli ~I tht orgo Oi 

cd ,I>< 5<ctiOn.)o 
Jl. o' 
flil IST£R~ 'TlO~AL \'~~111 
O,,· ..... ·D1C1IS wosco ,0 u-~ "' .n inte rna. .- &. ':\5 ron In C'U" • 

The first Uurt::lU . sSlon ~Ilt.:ltivc:s which took: place 
1;""'1 C'Otlftrtn« 01 youtl~~:pr tbe Session of the Second 
iI JlI.ly.Aas:ust , 1920" d ~ Moscow This Conference 
CooKTtsS 01 the: Comtn tern 1I! C 1 • to tbe decis ions o f the 
dolt with tbe attitude: ofeothe. \ . . - d lbe: furtber clearing 
·",.,d Con of th~ mmtern 3n . d h 
Sc:coa g~es:s bel the youth organisa110DS an t e 
~~Jthe:~ l~:~rcl~~c~f tbe p ropC"'11s a.t this CoDferc.~b: 
tb( F..t.e.I. passed a r esolution on re l3tlon s bet ween 
'i.C.L. aDd tbe Party. 
t\'T!lSATlmUL COSf'F,RESCf.S IN 
USf ASD WEST EUkOPE 

~ popularisation of t he ideas of the Y .C . I . among p~ 
letarian YOllth org3 ui s.'ltions wa~ again discus~ at a sen~ 
of iUk.rnational conferences ",hleb took place m. 1~20 an f 
:911. (Thrtt oonfercnces for the youth orgaDlS3l1O'nS ~ 
South-East Europe which took pla.ce in Vie.nn:a O'n May J6t • 
Ijth, 1910, Otcc:mber IS. 19'20, :lnd F ebruary 26, J9::!I, and 
two c:onfuenct:s for the \ Vest.Europe:3n ~agues! May 20, 
1920, in Mil:ln, :lnd NO\'ember 28-29. 1920. in Luxemburg. 

Ta, BtKinninK of rh~ Re-orga nisation 0 / th n Y.C .I . -;mlh 0 

..new to tIle Nt:v Y outh Tasks 

A discussion started in tbe autumn of 1920 in tbe V .C :T. 
on the ex tellsion of lhe activity of the Y~ung CommunIst 
wguu in tbe spbere of spcci:lt youtb questIons_ 

1~'TtkSAL DISCUSSI NS • 

Question .. connttt~ . -jlb the conv~ion o~ the ~ ouog 
Cocnmunist Leagues inlo mau organia.a t1ons WIth the rela. 
hon of the VeL to the C P and the lIlsks and methods or 
.L . " • • , 'II d ·scu..ssed in the c:entr:al 
UIII: U'Otlo:nIC s truggle "~re rn y I r • _ 
tr~D, the Yourh hzrenlatiOtwl. and in _ number 0 ...,..;:ague 
orgalls . 

THI "oros.,L.~ Of' TIlP. It ·~SlA..'" 
YOUN(; CO)I"}I NIST I.KAOUR 

With "gard to the n!1ation of the: V .C .L . to the:. Party, a 
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~rious di",crgel~re of opinion a rose: ~lwtt'u the R . 
\ OUllg .... mmuo!s t L eague. and the E. " V.C.1. T he R:::111 
'\: o ung Communis t Le:lguc: decided on !\on~Dlbt: r at ,If! 
place, before , the Y . . 1.:\ fUlld :ltncu.l.~1 new rcgul l\ t i~lll~rih~ 
relfl tlon. winch amounted to the l>olil lcal subord ination of ' Y Co . L I., ouuf; IUmu~ust e3g~cs to the l e~dersh ip of tht P:utia 
o f th~lr r:espe<:~I"e countries 3 t'COlUpn1l1cd by the retention 0( 

o,rgam s.'llIOnal 11ldcpc.ndcncc. The Russian Youth o tg:1llisa. 
tlon conn« ted this question also with the question of the plact 
where the Second Co ng r<!ss was to he held and o( the (toUt 
o f t he E .C •• Y.C.I., proposing in both C':l.scs Moscm.· insttad 
of B e rlin. In o rder to seule thi s d ivergenC'C of opinion , the 
E .C., V.C.1. sent in F ebruary , 19 4 1 a special delegatioa to 
h(oscow . on whose re turn. h owe \'cr, the E xccuti\'c Commiuct 
s till in s is ted on cn lliug the Second Congress in Germany, ill 
April, 191: 1. 

IV .• TRANSITION OF THE Y.CI. TO THE 
SPECIAL YOUTH QUESTIONS 

THE J E..~A Y OUTH CON C RESS 

The S«ond Conglcss of the Y .C. I \\'as to t .. ,ke pla~ ita 
Berlin, iu April, 1921. Its agenda contained first ~lId fo;t" 
most the question s which had been t he su bject of dl.SC'USS~ 
d uring the last m onths in the Y .C . r.: press , CCOIlOnllC strug
Gle . educational work 3nd anti-militaris m . T he Congress \f1S 

opened on April 6 th in Jeua , afte r the propos-'ll of the: rt"p~t· 
gent..ati"C,S of the Y oung Communist Leagues of ~tl~ll , 
Latvia, Lithuania and Bulgaria of the Conference C'Onstl tu~ 
itself as international conference and trans ferring t ~e: ?<co

de <:O!,gress to Moscow. had been rejected by 3 1ll3Jon t y . 
e lSlon. 11 
. About 100 delegat~ were present who rcpr~n~~ :ad 
European and American Leagues except those o f Sp3111 an 
Portugal. The Ru~ian Youug Co mmunis! If:ague .:: 
h!P~nted ouly by n s permanent r c preSC:lIt3tl vc 111 th~ E rn 
cu
L 

live Committee; there were 110 delegntes frOIll the ['A~te 
eagues . 

1'11£ POLITICAl. . ' LAT VOIlJ,l 01' THI! 
)blA COlIICltlltSS 

of ~he Cona~ did n.o~ get !'hy rurther thAn the firs t item 
aaenda. the pohtlcal IU1UAtion throughout thc \\·orld. 

17 
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. . . 5 which were trans ferred OD Apn 

Aiter exhllu~t i \' e diSC'uSS
lon 

f illega lity, the Congre ss passed :if 
loth to l1trllll. for re~~: ~he s tandpoint of the .. theory. 0 
rdOI~tion ,,'bleh ad. p.. 'hi ch was represen ted a t lhat time 
rt\"OI llt ~on.!'Y ~ffc:;;~ \'COln:lUni st International. This reI ~lui 
by 3 mlDonty In . to t he erroneous f undamenta l po IUC3. 
tion .. ga~'(! (!;( Pkressloll

b . the Sect ions a nd the Ex(."Cutivc of the 
SWlopom t t3 CI1 up ,} 
\' C I :afttr the F irst Congress . . . 'Th en tfess bro1.:e up on April 11th 3fter It had becom e 
knowlI ~o i: ~)at the E .C .C. I . s u pported the proposa~ o~hC 
Young Commun ist League of Russ,ia t o post pone t e 0-

grcss and to combine it wi th the ThIrd ~lIg rc.s~ <?f the Com
intern . The E .C.C. 1. had arr ived a t thiS deciSIon be::cause 
it attached considerable political imporl3ncc to the quesu o n of 
the. meeting plaC'C of the Cong ress. 

tHE SECOS'D COXGR Es" .... at' T ilE 
Y.C.1. IS' lIOS<:OW 

T ht: continuation of t he: Second Congress lIamely, the 
real Second Congress took place in ~loscow fro ll) June 9 to 
2J . The actU31 Congress was preceded by numerous partial 
ocgoti:uions, during which t he problem s which had cropped 
lip in the course of the past few months were thoroughly di s 
cu.sSC'd. All these negotiations , as well a s the St:SSiOD of the: 
~::ld Congn:ss it.sc:U, were: held unde r t he political influence 
0: the work of the Thi rd Congress o f the Colllinte:.r-u, iD whieh 
tbe ~'Outh delegates aetivcly participated . During lbc::sc: dis
CUSSionS the. f311acies of the fuud3.menlnl political s t.andpoint 
;'b rcTr~oglllsed. a cons iderable number of the dttisiolls of 

e hlrd Congress being de\-oted to refuting the offens ive 
~ry :and to bringing forward the s logan: ., .Nearer to the 

asscs , Capture of the. Majority o f the Prole.13ri:lt." 

~£ YOUTn OUF_";TI S AT TUK 
HfRD COS CRF.S::; 01' Tilt: C .l. • 

. l T.bc T hi rd Con gress of the Contint.e rn al so paid spc:cial R ltn~on to youth questi ons . It adopted the s tandpoint of the 
t' USS~1l Voung Communist u3i).rue with regard to the. rela 
i:n.o the V.C .L. to the Party. d~lared essential the subord. 
1 ~on ?£ the Young COlUmunist League! to the political l:a c: rShlP of the Sections of t.he Comintern and gave an out_ t: of th~ extension of t he ac:th.i.ty of the Y o ung Communist 

I gu~ III the s pbc.re of specl31 youtb ques tions on the 
, r~ogth of $uch subordination. • 

• • 
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"he Second Congress or the Y .C.1. was atttnd 
dc:tc:gt\l~s . who represented 36 V .C. 1. Seelions ,.td'i by 110 

L _ I ' 1600 . 'I ,\\ I a toul m CIUU\:rs up 0 ,000. 1 len.! we re in addition IS dc:1 
ffOOl six Leagues not affilia ted to the Y.C. 1. tgalts 

The .ougrcss associated itself unreser\'edJ" \l ith Itt 
platform nnd decisions of the Third Congress 'or" tht miD. 
tun and tunH~d its a ttention to n detailed t=13,borntioll of tbe 
enlarged youth tasks already laid down in the resolution of 
the Third Congress. Q uestions connected wi th the relation of 
the Y .C.L. to the P arty, the economic struggle and allt i·ruili. 
taris m wert: thoroughly di scussed , the remaining questiolU : 
Communist educational work, agitalional and o.gauisat ional 
,,"ork among CQloninl peoples, the agrar ia ll ques tion, the Com· 
uttist children's movement :lOd organ isational qUe5tio:u 
were discu ssed nnd solved o nly in n prclimin:try gCl1cr:tl \\';1.)' . 

Of s pecial importance was the d iscussion on C'CO!loroic 
questions . 111 thi s d iscussion, the demand brought forwl rd 
by the Austrian l.eag ue in the preceding press di scllssion to' 
utablish, under certain condit ions , for economic struggles 
spttial youth o rganisations which were to' be a link hl: t Wtfll 

the V.C.L. and the mass o f young we rkers , was reJecttd. 
The organisatie n and conduct of the !'lruggle fo,!, the ~ 
nomic and interests of the work ing youth was deslgn:m d as 
onc of the most important spheres o f V.C.L. activity . 

V. THE Y.C.I. DURING THE CAPITALIST 
OFFENSIVE 

. The puiod of the development of the labour mo\'e::lel1~ 
.. ·bleh follO\\'«1 the Second Con l.tTess showed hew n~r}f 
the reorgani sation o f the Y .C . J. hnd been. The nCtl\'lt)' . °h 
tht: newly elect~d and re inforced Executl \'e Committee \\:b ;~ 
henctforth earned on its work from Mosrow was now de\ o .. 
t " • , I b :l515 o gtvmg a lead to the curren t work o f the Lcagues Oil t Ie 
of the decisions made by the Second Congress. 

TilE i!.bb O f' TIIK RI!VOI.UTI ONARY WAVE 

Tak.i.ng advanta.ge of the ebb of the revolutionary \.\'3~·t, 
the bou . . . E ~ \ "C . TgeoJ..Sle 10 • \trope :U1d America assumed the mlenSI 
!laalUs\. the .working c1a~. Reduction of wages and Jcugt h~ II' 
lDe: of workmg hours were characteristic o r this per iod. OWing 
': the .t..ftac:be.rou5 :,ttitude or the Socinl-Democrats and tht 

rOimlat trade uUtons. the resistQoce of the work iog·c\llSS 
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rl ' c\'erywbe,re . The result o f these reverses 
11'25 1J~o~cn 1,Ie3 ~r politica l interes t among workers whose 
u s dlalloUtion d fenC'(' of thei r petty mate rial demands. 
cbid concern was e 
TIl! CAI' IT,tUST OFff.S S IVF. ASD 

TH! WOIt.K.ISG \ 'OUTI1 
The working youth had al so to bear the bru~t .of ~he 

c:apit.tlist offensi\·e. In its ranks , too, 3 s L!'0ng dl.mmuhon 

of politira\ interest wa~ not icenbl~,. accompamed by Increased 
reformist inn ucnC'C . rhe tranSitIon of the youth Leagues 
from popularisation of general poli t ical. ideas t o defence oJ 
tbe- immediate vital interests of t he work mg youth W3S, under 
such circumstances , 3n inev itable necessity. 
Tlll TACTICS or TH E PROLETARIAN 
l~JTEI) PROST 

The E.C.C.1. took thi s de\'e:Jopme:nt into 3ccount by de
riding (in December, 19:21 ) to make tbe tacti c of the prole
tarian united front the basis of the acti vity o f the Comintcrn 
i? lbe immedi2te future. The Young Communis t tnternn
tlOn31 also 3~opted this tacti c by popularis ing the s truggle 
for ,tbe establi shment of the re:\'olutionnry unite:d front a s its 
~ID t2$1.:. For the proletarian youth movement the cst..'\b
Ishmcn t of the revolutionary united front took a twofold 

Jorm: fi rstly . inc1w:ion of the wor king youth in the ~eral 
';lOt of tbe strugghng preletariat (in order to frus trate the btt5 of the bo~rgcoisie. which had refonrus t support, to 
P y off tbe \\'Orklng youth as st r ike-breakers agains t adult 
:~::t~) , 5«'0

1 
ndly, eo-ordi nat-ioll o f the forces of the prole-

• ,.,.",).out 1 mo\'ement for the enforcement of the elementary 
tCODOiUIC de- - d I h . ..... n so t e worl"l.ng )"outh . 
11ft UXIfF.D .' RO:ST A:-: O TII H YOUTI1 

r:";~cady in DeC"Cmber. J9::!l, the B .C., V .C. I. addressed 3 

Labour ndu.m to. the ~mintern and the Red International o f 
iDg . ~~Ions In wllleh the economic demands of the work
bid)~~, III t}I.C .struggle again~t the capitalis t ofJc=nsive were 
<ltga ' !t. I IllS mcmorandum was adopted by the two 
tr:unUlSo1,hOns and the youll, demands were added to the pro
.. or,.:::, of the rc \'0IutioD3ry organisation of the adult 

'fUr. sntu 
... • CGI.1i! 110 R 'TIIR y ouse WOR"IHt~' 

Oill.) CO:':CRF.S.<; 

by tI~:uClhe~lIiorc . the V .C.' , ~:lrt!cip.·\led i!-, the s teps ta.ken 
e Otnill tern for the orplll$311011 or an mtern2tional con-
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fertne<: or the. Tht'l7- Intern~tionals . A£tc,r ~ht:se negotiations, 
the B.C., Y.C .1. tned to h rlllg about n sundar C'On ferepct for 
tht th ree Yonth Internationals . A letter, nated June '16 
addressed to the two lntcrnnt ionals , contained , apart from ili~ \ 
invi tation to hold a Young \ Vorkers' \Vorld Congress, the 
Ulinimum progmmme. o r t he joint s truggle against the rapi. 
t alis l offens ive . These elTorts fai led owing to the opposition 
of the social-patrio t ic Y o uth Inlcfllalio tl3.1 , which induced the 
so-("alled •• Vienna tI Youth International (which mlintaintd 
the staudpoint of the. i\bn:is t centre) to refuse to ro-openle 
with the Y.C. l . and to establish. instead of it, closer ronn((· 
tiQl1 bet ween the twO Socia l-Democra t ic Youth Internationals, 
whiC'b s ubsequently took place under social-pa triotic leadtr
s hip. 

() RCAN I S AT 10 :-< "1. t-:XTIU'l'S lO:-: 

The Executive Committee worked simultaneously for tht 
f urther orgauisa tion~lI development of the Internatiollal. In 
this coDn~tion, special atte ntion ~\'as 1>-1id t? the }~n.glo-S3x.oo 
coun1ries, America and the colomal countries. 1 hIS was t?( 
period of the final establi shment of the Young ~\llmumst 
Leagues of Great Brita in and the U.S.A. New Secttons ,,:(rt 
formed in the three South American Sla tes : Argenl1nti Uruguay and Bolivia . '1" he Young COll1 tll ~tlist Leag~es : 
China and K orea finally adopted the sta.nd~1Il1 of the '\ NC, Ih 
and new organisations were es tabli shed III Japan, ! or . 
Afrial and Ausmlia. The fi rs t e<rOrdiuat ioll of the c!'perl' 
enC'eS On the basis of the decisions of the Second Congl~ 
took place :ltthe third Uureau Session of the Y.C ·I.'I~\'~ 
was held in Moscow from March 18 to 25 . 1922. . of 
devoted fi rs t and foremost to prnctica l detailed di SCtlssl'f!l It 
the decisions of the Second Congress. The measures 0 t.1 

~.C. with ~gard to the application of the united front ~3C~~ 
In the youth movement were endorsed :and further st P . . 
this din.-ction (formulating condi tions ' o f Y . C. L. p:1rt l1.'lp.1d 
lions in the international confere.nces of the Com intern 111ft 
preparation of the Young ' Vorkers' \ Vorld Congress) \l't 
14k-cn. 

.\Vitb regard to indust:rial-trade_union work, the bU~:r 
~sslon df!Ulan~cd greater activity and rcguln. ted the forTI. ed 
Y.C.L . work In trade. unions. In connection with the UII~~ 
front, the ~Ure:lU Session paid specilll Ilttention to que~t l d 
COD~d With t.he genual Ill1itude to Opponent bourgeOIS 311 
SocUll·De.mocratic youth organisations. 

0 '
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Transi/ion to Mass lVork 

DlFrICl'LTI ES A!W OPPOSITION h d 
T nsition to the new course decided ~P:On ~Y t e e~n 

• t'3 met wi th differen t for ms or OppoSltton H1 the vanoUS 
Cong~ 'fh ebb or the revolutionary wave was a~m
cou~tnl t~., scri: lls opportunis t cri ses in some o f the Pa-rlles , 
paille< ) • I "C I Some Leagues o r which 3lso found :\0 echo 111 t Ie ~ . . '. . . ' . 
strong groups within them, offe red OppoSition to the carrymg 
through of the d('('isiollS of the Second Congress P~ly , . Ger· 
aI1ny, Austria) , or ~a~e them ~ wrong, non-pohtleal mter
prtution (G reat Un talll , Amen ca) , Contrary to the ~rsl 
ptriod of the Y.C. I., all these deviations were, h.owever! ~m
mroiattly noticed by the E.C., wh ich intervened In 3 guldl?g 
r3pari ty ill all these discussions. Apart from .tl!esc deVla
tiollS , the Leagues proceeded to carry out the deciSions of the 
Scrond Congress . nnmei)" to capture the m:lsses by conceo
tmling thei r atten tion on the special youth questions. 

BECI~~I.sG OF Tin: INDUSTRIA l. STRUCC I.E 

I? Germany the League s tarted a comprehensive campaign 
2gatn.st the introduction of the 54-hour working week for the 
~otklllg youth, which fC:\ched its c1iTll:ax in a big demons tra
tlon.on ~Iar('h 26th, 1922. In Austria the League fought for 
Ibt Improvcment of the posi tion of pupils o f technical schools 
jnd for the strict application of the legislation for apprentices. 
t ~u5'C(r:ded in inducing the centri st League to increase its 
~h\'lty III the in teres t of 1he economic de;mands of the work
;~g youth: In these struggles the opposition develo~ witbin 

t rt'ntnst League. from whose ranks new forces s ubse. 
~u:n t.l)' came over 10 the Young Communis t League. The 
. :i!;td\.S~ uague ini tiated :a campaign for the economic prot«. 
~ of the working youth, which was commenced by an open 

. tt ~r to lion-Communist org!mis..'ltions :::md trade unions. A 
SIIQllar campaign was organised by the League in Denmark. 

sr kFH';CTII F.:\ ISC ANTI':UILITARI ST ACTIVIT\, 

I 'I' hc anti-militari st act:h'ity was also given an impetus. 
.n, ~he ~trugglc against Fascism the Young CoDlm~ni~t L eague 
IllJh t~nS<!d its organisations aDd fought the FaSCist gaugs in 
a senes o! b:lttles with vary!ng.s.u~s . ~h.e French LugnC" 
gt\'t; 3n Impetus to it s :tuu-nuhtanst aCll"lty by beginning 
to OTSC3nisc illegal nuclei in the s tauding army. tn C~ho
Slovakia, the anti ·militarist 3ct i"ity, which ~'as formerly of 
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n pR ,Ihst character, W3S gh'en Corumu ' 
Ott'aSIOl1 of t he," arty .11 · f DIU cbara lt r 00. tL. . be " ." ~ lUg up 0 recruits I I . " 
taon n 'gl1t1ung WCl S made wi th Co " 11 t liS <'OQtttc. 
b:lrrn ks. ' mmUllIst acti\'ity ill tbe 

TIiF. BRG INN IN(; Ot-' I\OUCATIONAI. WOR K 

\Vith the active ro-operation or the E C tl . 
por~nt l.eagues look uJ> systematic cducati~n3'1 w~r~n~\h:;; 
rau ' 5 . For, th~. firs t t ime tbe principle of .. politic:al c:~ 
~ary education for all members or the orgnuis:uion II-as 
11l1roduC«l, many short cducati n3t courses wen : hdd dun 
th~ sU~Ule.r month " and nn international rour~ for run~~ 
Rnes \HIS ~Iso org:ulIsed. At the sa. mc l ime the uague pew 
was C().()rdtn31ed and dc\'eloped. 

Tlla M')CUNIST I-IILDREN'S LI~t\CUE 

~onsidtt:\bl e progress was Ul:J.dc in t he Communist clU}. 
dren 5 movement. O n the s trength of the decisions of Ikt 

'cond Congress, theorctical ques tions o f the child ren's mono 
m~nt were cleared up, the Y.C.1. a ttacking a t th e sa~ timr, 
'hhe n on-political .. hUl1lanitari:Ul" ed ucation of children i, 
t . e o ld Socialist children's mO\'ctllcnt and the pseud~rt'-o!c, 
b onary methods of tbe: mdic:ll bourgeois edur:l t ion (stH· 
de~elopmcnt ,?f th~ child) . The children's.~ roup 1lI0\"tm~lIt 
dc\el!>J)ed rapidly !n Germany, witzerl:lnd, Czecb~S~W. 
an~ In the andlmwian countries . The first big tl3hOOll 
clllldren's conference followcd up by thc Second Confertnct of 
leaders of ch ild ren' s groups was held in German \" . T hisCOC' 
k.r~ . . 
h

.ID C1: was Mtcndcd by IUanu represe ntati vcs of the fort lJr-l 
(' 1 dren' .. ' Id • s group movement. The impetus give n to chi reo r 
g~'?ludP ",?rl:. caused Social-Dcmocr3cy to co ordinate their 0..:1 
C I ren s groups illternationallv. 
ORCA..'~mu.1'IOSA1. STACXATJOS • 

I In Ipite o~ t~i8 change in the activity of the y outh O::i=' orgamS3tional s tagnation set in in t he Youth Jutt r' 
.ta~ asl~ whole . The n::-organiS3tion of t he Lcagu~ ~ 
Mcond Co IUle too 13te:, owing to the POStj){)IICIllCllt of ~~ 

I . ngrC5s , and, as B result o f the: diminut ion of pohtl' 
IDtt:~ among th 1.' 'b'o ,. 

preYeDt the loss or e WOh:lDg youth, it wa5 impoSSI ~. 
lion.. part or the: membe:rtthip of th e old org:tnlP' 

oac,," Tlo.~"L DEFP.CTs 

Amoaa: the c:aU'CS 01 I I t Ie s tagnation arc ceruinly 8 50 
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.. 01 the Second Congress with re-f the deciSions . 
tht dtft('ts 0.. ' I'he few and far from clear, pomts 
Idrd to or~~ulIS3 t IOU . I , . f the Second Congress o n the 
6- . tel 10 the re50 u Ion 0 . d d b II 
rooUI~. f lei i ll the factory were dlsregar e Y ~e 
orgam::tl o,~I'h~ ~~~~,"iS3tiO~ re nU1ine:d on th~ old obs,ole te ba:s l S 

Wgu . •. I group,·ng of the members , wil1ch was ID keeplDg 
of It mton :a I·· I 
.... ith tbe chn11lctcr of the Yo uth Lcagu.es os po Itl~ propa-_, . '·0. 'l' he £ "'«u1ive Commit tee turned Its allen-
ga~a SOC'1~ I..... 4'" . . ' I 
tion to this question in t he spring of 19 22 by I SS':'1fl~ 3 C'lTCU ~r 

the reorganisat ion of the Leagues." In tlus CIrcular t . e 
;riociple of nucleus organisat ion was fully developed. 

VI. THE INTENSIFICATION OF THE NEW 
COURSE 

TilE t HIRD COSGR£SS Of TilE \'.C.1. 

To correct the: defects o f the decisions of the Second 
Coagress ,,'as on~ of the tasks of the Third Congress. It ,,-as 
in Session in Moscow froUl December 4 to l'l, 1922. It wa.5 
atttnd~ by 91 delegatC5, representing 38 organiS3 tions •. with 
' . toul membership of 750 ,000. The main point of consldera
hon and discussion was the: e.xaminatiol1 of the su~ 
obtained in the applicat ion of the: decisions of the Second 
C'.ongress. 

It was recorded t hat the: r eorganisation of the Leagues 
for the new course was carried through satis factorily in 
t t'nera l , but tha t trans ition to n mass organisation b3d not yet 
laken place. 

fu£ I'OLlflCISATION OF LRAGUS WOR~ 
The .decline: or polit ica l activity noti«d in a ~um~r. of 

~gues 10 ronnection with th~ de\'C.lopment of thetr aebVlty 
with regard to special youth questions, was condemned . 
ubord i~ation of the Leagues to the pol~tiC31 "~adersh;i~ of 

the Patties does not mean n:1inquishi,!g thClr pohtu~al acltYlty. 
The ",flole work (industrinl-trade-uDlon s trug$le, eduC:l~o.Dal 
work, anli-milituist propaganda) must be gwen a pohtlcal 
tharacter. 

RtORCAN ISATIOX 0 :': TUR lUS t :" 
or FACTOR\ ' SUCLIU 

The Cong rcss dech\red lhat adhc.renee: to the old terri. 
torial rorms or organisation WIU the m2.l0 reason for the fail11f'C: 
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t? devclop m ass organisat ions. wing to th~ in3d 
l~shm~llt o f t he. LcaRllC~s in t he fnc tories t heir S()('1~a:m tsta~ 
11 1\ was also uns.'ltisfn tory. Vouug worku 'S in h , ~. 
d t dOd " b ~'llD' u s ry I ~lOt COos t.ltute! t e nucleus of t he l.eagues, but 
'!lostly rcmnmcd outs ide the movemc nt. By a detailed t.s~ 
hshUl~n t of. factory, g~ups and reorganisation of the I~ptS 
o n t hIS b:\Sl~ the'Ilnrd ongrcss supplcmented the de(isions 
of the e:cond . 

" 

1'U1\ S TRUCGL1\ 1'OR t:COXO),IlC rARTIAI. Ut!) IA NOS: 

TII1\ MOSC \V Ec..'OS OlIiC PKOCR..Uun: 

The resumpt ion o f the economic struggle by a numbtr of 
Leagues under condi t ions o f con t inuous capi talist offtnsi\'t 
brought :1 seri~ of e..'C~rienccs and raised new prob!«IU. 
"he Congress drew the a tte.nt ion of the [ e:'lg llcs to Ihe nc«s
sity of res is t ing tbe lowering o f the s tandard of li\'ing of tht 
\\-or'king youth a nd o f dcr~nding the young workers on all 
vital questions affecting them. This s truggle lIIust be clrriM 
on 3S 3. s truggle fo r p.'l rtial dero..'lnds which pursue ;1 It'OOlc· 
tionat')' aim. F or this s truggle , t he Congress drew up tM 
fil st .revolutionary programme of economic demands of .tM 
worLang youth based on the idc3 of t he Soci31ist rcorgama· 
tion of youth labour alrendy begun in Russi:t . It ga\'t, 
moreover. the firs t practic31 directions (or the work of YOUD, 
Communists in trade unions. 

S TMUCCL8 ACAINS T l'ACU' ISll, DlSI STF.GR.\TIOS 
OF TUE BOURCEOIS AR)!V -

The growth of the imperialis t differences in Europe de· 
mandw mOTe attention to the anti-milituis t struggl~. The 
Conl51es5 dc:alt. :u.no.ng other things , with the att itude of Com· 
mun.lsts to tmpena.hs t \\'3.1". The delibe.rations were b3std on 
the Instructions given by Lenin to the delegation to lh~ p~ 
Con~ at t?C Hague. The ~solution is di rected as:r-unst 
~u.rReols paCifis m, the iden of .. arbilraton courts," gen~ 

I~~.m~nt and a gainst the decc.itful talk of a .. gen 
au:s e. tn the ev~nt of mobilisation without prc\.iO\l s long 
a~~~:n and organisational work . H e set against thdC 
a " &.! .alogans of the V .C.l . : diS3rmamcnt of the boUt
~te, dlslOtclV3tion of the bourgeois nrm and its cOl1que~t 
: lhelpr~et~1"1al. tt'QnaCormation of imperi'~list war into ci\'11 ._._. t'be ~nl6!rest ~f a praetiCl.I C2rrying through of t~ 
of rOJ ' 'llc: ar"eu p ~ the Y .C.L. s under the oblig'3 t1OD 

uung t ga revolutionary groups in th~ hour~i.s ~rtDY. 
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t uft or TU£ !"EW 111t.oGJtA)I).lE • d in 311 the s pheres of 
Tht ~~rienc~ hi t he~to edgal!lt tb new draft programme 

. . ~ ('()-Ordlna t 10 e f d' u s,. r.c.i .. art",t)' ,,:tr b ' tted to the Leagues or ISC 
of Ihe V.C.1. whIch WtlS su ml ~ the: r61e task s and methods 
sica. In tfhiShd~r~~r~::r~~~alt with ' in a new fonn, b r 
of .-or\: 0 t t l . . ' . . 
aht2d of Ihe Berlin deCISions. 

, _ Cl U J New p olifi(;a f truggles 
Rtcrgcrlls4l W,fI oj Ihe ~Dgues 

.L"QTIl£1I. RE\ 'OLUTIOSARV CRIS I S 
Tbt period folio", ing the Third Congress was character· 

i.<td by luother outbreak of revolution ~n Centra: ~u) ro~ 
(rtTOIutionary crises in Germany. Bulgana and Po 3.n :in 
UIOlhtr a.d\'an~ or Fascism and reaction (I taly , Sp:lID, Ger· 
~.J.n)', the B:tlk3ns, the Border S tates) . 

lie l'OllTICAL STRUCCLES 

In the big political s t ruggles which res ulled r~om this 
ctuat)oo and .... ,hich ended in defC3ts of the Commu01sl move
mtnt lnd led to se rious politiCAl crises in the C.P.! .the 
r .C.L.s regained to a grea.t extent their political actiVity. 
Xot 001)' did they participate in the political str::nggl~ . thc:y 
also took an ncli\'(: part in the inner -Party dI SCUSSions 10 
W.bXh tbey a eel as loyal supporters of the stao~poi n t o~ t.he 
\ .C.I .. Neither did special youtll work s tand st111, cons lder
ab!t prot'T~ was made in the ;1n li-miHl:lri st s truggle. FC?r 
tilt ~nt time since the war , the Y .C.l. carried through a big 
$ptt1al c:ampaign :tt.'"3inst the war danger. 

.l."OTllta R.[VIVAL 

Thanks to thi s increased activity of the Lca~es, t~e 
V.C.1. Went through 3. period of rapid revival. It Q,'as In 
Crtat Britain , fo rth America and China that the Leagues r \'try strong. 1' l1c Scnndinnvinn Leagues w.en~ tbrou~h 

"'bo\e re\'olution from the old t ype: of Young Socialis t PattIeS 
to Young Communist L eag'ues. Tb~ press of the Lugues 
also underwent a thorough chans;,:e; this was the time when 
the type:: of mus youth per iodicals was created . 

'I'Rt r URt'11 n URP,AU SESSI ON 

'flIe Fourth lnt~rn:ltional Se·sion. which took place. in 
~ost'OW from )u1y 13th to 20th, 19:13, IC:t th~ to"\s'k of carrying
tht~gh in a prn'hica\ way, tb~ deci sions of the Second ADd 
1'blrd Congruses. 
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A ~ries 
1.\Clopt«"l. 

of amendments to the dra ft progr:unmt 

l' RACTI AL ANTl-)tII. lTARISM 

. The resolution On an ti-militarism dra\\'~ atttntion to tbt 
Increased war do.nger (Germany I France) :loud the thrtateaia 

k So ' tR " . g attne : on VIC USS1" . gwcs n pract lc31 programme foc 
s«urlng the syU1~thy of soldiers by taking up thei r dire.."\ 
national nnd juridic-at interests and gives fur ther instruetioru 
for the establishment of groups in the army. 

I~RAC1'ICA I. Rt:ORCANISATION 

\ Vi th rcgnrd to reorganisation it \\'3S rcrorded that lht 
ptriod of discussing reorganisa tion 0 11 priuC'ipic is over "tid 
that practical trnnsition to the factory g roup b3sis is 
beginning., which is conntttcd with the spccial13sk of giDgtf' 
ing up the Part ies on thi s qucsl ioll. Factory group organisa. 
HOn was closely connectcd wi th immediate tasks in the sphtrt 
of ~nomic s truggle :and eduC':l tiollal work . 

St!.W SI' JUi Rf.s 01' ACTIVITY 

F or the fi rs t t ime the question of work among agricul· 
tural labourers tl nd the peasant youth aud the question of 
struggle against rr:1igiou and capture of t he workers' sport 
movemCnt for Communism were thoroughly di scussed. 

A flagrant defect of the Bureau Session was inad~ua~ 
attention to t he revolutionary cris is wh ich was Jll3tu~ng . 1I1 
Central Europe. The too brood treatmcu t of the cO-Or<hnah.n!, 
of special youth questions led to a certai n negle<"t of the pohu. 
cal perspective. 

RE.. .... EwED POLITICAl. OF.VELQl.lI£:. ... T 0 '" THE V .C. I •. 

. As a result Of. the sharp a~nlu.·ltion of class differen~ 
10 ~urope (~c ... olutl.ouary Crises III GerllIallY, Poland and ~ ,. 
gana , gr~wlng political opposition in Italy, the Labour (.0 
~~eDt 10 C reat Brit,,"i n) and of the pol itical 1ll0\'~ I1!ent: 
arising there.from, the work of t he Illost im portant ' . ·~.J : ' t 
assumes 3g~Utl a strong political character. An ti.m!1:t3rtS 
w~rk W3.S g l\'e ll a speci,,1 impetus, For the fi rst time I~ th~ 
bun.ory or tbe y.c.i., disintc:Q:rating work on an intern:luon3 
scale: 'llt3!' carrl~ tbrough in a practical Ul31mer with sorel 
·Ru ..... b ,10 ~he bourgeois army (during th 'occupatioll of the 

u r dlstnct by the: French troops) . 

A s nORT III STORV OJ' TI-U~ V. C.I • 
'7 

, 'c OF REORGASI SATIOS ON A 
IIEGl !>':';!:" S • 
,,,"CTon GROUI' BASI • nin was made. in the. most I~· 

Simult.ntOUsl~· , a ~glD , "fion on a factory group baSIS. 
porUnt Lcab'lles Wi th reo~t.rams pedal s ignificance through l,be 
Tbt rtQfg1ni$:lt ion ,W3S ~l~·cn dSrove new r.."cagues, temP:oran1y 
gro-,th of the ~~tIOI1 ~ hlch The rowth of the rcach on ex· 
ot tDtirely, into IIlcgall ty. I . gc nn.ny France Poland, 

h I gues of Bu gana, e , ' . 
tendtd to t t ...ea F ' 1 d L ithuan ia and LatVia. 
J:lP:w, Esthon ia, Norway, In an , -

VII. ON THE ROAD TO BOLSHEVISATION 

TKl rcwuII roXGRP.ss Of THE V .C.1. 

The Fourth Congress took place in Mo~w from ,ll,!ly 
IJth to 25th, 19'24. The Y ,C.1. had at that hme ODe ml IOU 
members sp~ad o\'er 60 Leagues. 

OOLSU£VIS.' TIOX 

The mai n task of the Congress , whose work was done 
in commissiOIlS was ulili S..:l. liou of the political development 
of 192J and ro-o'rdin:llion of the new experiences in the central 
slog3n :" Bolshe\.isation of the Y.C.I!' 
THE STUD,· Of' LEXINISll 

The Congress de(la red that one of the ('h~e£ conditions 
ror the Bolshc"isation of the Y .C.L.s was sen ous study of 
tht Ltuinist ideas and permC'3.tiou of the entire League .... ,o.rk 
~Y lh~m, The whole struggle :'I8ain~t~ Right. Bnd Left dev~. 
hODS 10 the Communist movement ( 1 roukYlsm, opportUnist 
C1Jrr«lls in Cermany, France, Bulgaria, Poland, ete .) ta~e~ 
up <"O~rcctl): :'Ind successfully by tb~ Leagu~s ~ust be pohtt. 
cally mh:nslfiw. and pursul!d. , Polil1C'31 danty IS ess:enbal for 
t'Orrt('t defi nition and carrying through the special youth 
wks. 

tSlro~ EDUCATIONAL S V$ T£}i 

Leninist cduca.tio1Hll work ('aunot be: carried on SUCttSS. 
fully unless a un iform grod U31 edurotional system is adopt~. 
COST ISUATIOS 01' RF.ORC ASISA'tIOS 

Reorganisation on th.e. fnctory grou~ ba~is was descri!xd 
~ an organisation"l condition of rcorganlS3,tlo~. R~rg.Dlsa. 
hOn 0 11 such (l bas is must make thc factOries Into Citadels of 
Conll11unism, 
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Nf.w MliTHODS IX TII £ t:CONOMlC STRUCCI F. 

\ ith rc,::~rd to the economic stru ~ ', I ' 
new significance after the selb.1cks lIew d&f: c, ,w 11t h 3SSUtllt\l 
('() leer . . • . 1TCC lions "t're iu n d 

l lUug C().opcrnl l0n wi th the revolutionar , UQ1 

and work in r eformist trade unions For ~ trlade UnLOD$ 
f r " . prnC11C'3. work new 
onlls ,0 wlUUlUg the mo.sses- (3ctory mct tin s i ' . 
o.mpalg'l1s, young worke rs ' collfereu('ts factor: I' c :dustnal 

etc. , were ebboratcd . '.3 I \\ spapers, 

TilE "CR"RIA~ AXD OI.ONIAL QUESTlO:-'S 
AS I~RACT tC..\L l'RODI. Sl.IS 

T!](~ ques~ion of w~rk alUong pcas.1.nts and ill coloni3\ 
coulltn~s , wludt was gl\'cn. new sigllific:lIlcc owing to the 
d.tJeat In P oland au? Bulgana 3,ud the beginning of :1 I't\-olu. 
\1,0 110.1")', movement 111 the colomcs, "as dc:lIt with (rom the 
\"ICWJ>?11lt, of the adoption of new methods of agil3lion 1ed 
orgamsatlon . 

From ;IIe Fourth to IIro Filt11 W orld CQIIgrt ss 

F.Nl.ARGF.D PU:NUlJ OJo' 1'HJo: H.C., Y.C.r. 

'PI For the firs t time after the F ourth Congress an ~nlafp 
'" enu!" of the E.C. , Y.C.1. was held, 0 11 April 13th, 1925 . 
• t thI S. Ple~um a number of questions were di scussed whicb 
~~ artsen to ~be application of resolutions of the .Fo~rtb 
1'. gress, partJcuiariy of the resoiuLioll 0 11 Boishc\tlS:l tlOn. 

1~seS On the Bolshevisation of the Y .C.I were adopted in 
whIch the main lincs and concrete tasks of tb~ Lcagu~s in 111 
spher~s ~f activity for devclopiug them in Bolshevist 1113S$ 

~rgamsabons were formulated. 'J'bese theses form the basic 
OCUmCnts of the Y.C.1. 

The I " " r • TCSO uhOn of the F ourth Congress 0 11 the IlC(CSSlty 
~ an butensified s tudy of Leninism was also put in concrete tic::. y the Plenum in a special resolution on Leninist ed UC'3' 

UAST£.. ... tSc OF TItE 
STk • • • ROORCASI S ATIO:-: A..~O 
• P ..... CTIiF.NtSG OF TJUOr. UNION WORK 

lion ~rthermore, the Plenum discussed a number of que.s· 
s to C'OUnec:tion or th fi I • Y C I on • f.cto r . e ma reorgani 5.'l tion or the ... 

tasks ia t~e gfi °1~P baSIS and b~ought up the: followill~ !Ou ~ 
(i) Adben:oce : II o~ trade UDlon and indus trial 3CU.~· l t)' . 
tablisbment .:d ~xte~~~L. ~eymbeCrs to trade unions: ( tI ~ dd" 

no .. L. fractions in th~ tra e 
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AS" " " 
... .. out of the campaign in the intc:rl1Btlonal 

unions ; .( III )bodcarr~ 1(1.lg) transition of the Y .c.r~.s from general 
de umon Y, IV . • 

t t"l to concrete work in the factones. 
propJgandl"'1 "Iso -dopted a resolution in favour of the The ellllm,," " 
" " I unit~, of the workers sport movement. 
IntematlollO J 

1I .: RLI~ COSt'F.R~:NCf. OF TIIP. EUROPHAN I. P.AGUY.s . • 

In connection wi th the intcn'ent ion of European ImJ.>Cnal
ism in Ch ina , Syria :l.11d :Morocco, the Y .C. l. . organised (1 

Conference of the European Young CommuDlst I pa~u.es, 
.. hich was held in Berlin on July 21 St and 22nd . In addlllOll 
10 3 number of members of the E.C., Y .C .l. there were 
prutDt repr~sentat i ves of the Y .C .L's of Germany, Fr.lDce, 
Engl:md, U.S.S.R ., Cz.ccho-Slovaki3, Italy, Austria, Hol
land, Pol3llcl, Switr.c r} ::l.Od and the Scandinavian aDd Balkan 
Fcder.1tions . 

Acrlvln · IS TIIF. STR UCG I.F. AGAINST 
IllPERlA L1 ST WAit OA!'GER 

. The Conference discnssed the tasks of the Y.C.L in rela
tion to the war danger, the revolut ionary e \'cnts in China, the 
YOfOC("Jn war and the preparations of the imperialists for an 
atl3cl:: .upon the U .S.S.R. and took this occasion to address 
a mantf~t? to the worki ng youth in which they were called 
tI~n to J010 the s truggle against war and to take part in an 
3.nh,w3r wcck preceding the International Youth Day. i'he 
~en~f31 task of the struggle ag3inst intervention and the war 
\~ncger was put in ~otl('ret~ (oml for each country, nnd for t~c 
.. L .. of Fr3.ucc In particular, the task was worked out I.D 

~:::m«tlOn with the Moroccan war. A special letter WBS ad
re5~d to the Anglo-Russia11 Unity Committee calling for 

.l united front in the struggle 3gninst the war danger. 

IlEV0 1. UTIO!olARY P.VP.NTS IN CIUN'A 

The Berl in Conferc:nce pointed out with satisfaction the 
r-lst1ndillg ralc played by the Chinese revolutionary youth 
:adcd . by the Y .C .L. in tlH! de,'elopment of revolutionary 

t"1ients 10 Sh:mghai, Canton, Rongkong and other centres of 
struggle. The struggle of the working~t>eaS3nts and tbe 
~ud~.nl youth of China is .3. sple.nded page: in the his tory of 
~ hb4:rnlion struggle of tbe. Chinese people. It is one of 

the main forces and dttisive: factors which make the victory 
of Oppressed Chinll oyer imperialism certain. 
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SITED . ' ROXT T.\ CTleS : TRAOE SION Wr. t:K 

Furthe rmore the coufcrcl1C<! adopted, r , ' r ' I h' ' " cso ullon on Ibt 
ap~ l('ahon 0 t C UUlled front tact i('s , criticised the dc\.j . 
wht h had C'Ome to ligh t and establi shed concrete "" SI :U~OI1S 
f th r ' I' . ruchons o~ e npp tcah On 0 1 Ie muted front in tbe difTcrtnt coon-
lrt~S. It further rcsoh'~ ,to carry out an internat iona l trade 
u"!on week for the rccrmllng of young workers for the trade 
umons and fo r the s truggle to es tabli sh a un ited front. 

United Frout Proposal to tlu: y.s .I . 

Of' RN LKT1'F.R TO TH E V.S.I . 

The. E .C., Y.C.I . addressed an open letter to the BUfOll 

of the Young Socialist International wh ich was to mett Of!; 

August 21 St in Marseilles . ~rhi s letter contained the pro. 
POS-'l\ fo r a unitM front against the prepara tions for att3t'~ 011 
the U .S , .R" agains t the \ Vh ite tcrror, for the industrial 
de~ands. of the working youth a nd for intc rnal ion31 m d( 
umon umty. 

ORCA!\IS.\TIO!\ 0'" OI:>:LECATIOS S Of 

VOUNe WORK ERS 

At the same time the E ,C., V .C.1. proposed to the .v .5, 1. 
to organise a joint campaign for the sendi ng o r delegatlons of 
young workers to the U.S.S.R . SO that the young wor),; (t'$ 
of Europe could become familiar with the s ituation of tb( 
working youth in the Soviet Union . 

TIU: V. S. I . RI:!;]ECTS TilE u~an:o 
FR-QST I' ROPOSAL 

Aft~r a long s ilence the Y.S.1. replied to t he open It Ud' 
of the! B.C., V.C.t. In this rept'-' t he Y.S.1. rejected tht 
Prorvw."l I . . " tht ,,_-- or 3 Jomt st.ruggle against t he war danger on 
grounds that it bad already expres sed its s tan d with regard 
~~ ..... ar d30ge.r io .tbe resolutions o r its firs t coogres,Sf· 

• m! Prn--c"1 I ' " ' ~. ad ted - ,,-- o! . JOint y sending workers ' delegatIons \\ 
1ft i:au . on rondlllO?, however, that the delegations be. ebOS(D 
eernc:d -:::e,~nt WIth the «ntrot bodies or the countries ~i 
Mlc:gation to ~~t the Y.S.1. be permitted to send a S~Cll 
iaw Ie U.S.S.R. of ita owu ehoosi ug wi th its 0",0 
of ~~~1' an~ btbat this dclf!gation be gh'en t l;e opportunity 
~ a; _IUDg wit the youn M , " ' f Ihe Soviet Union. g f!na levlks m the prtson" 0 , 

• 
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' 
'r \'o' ·~G WORKERS ' DELEGATIO N 

Til l rill,:, .. . 

L~ TIU: U.S.S. IL • • I 
While the Y.S. 1. W3S still prepanng Its answer, seve~3 

. It :tliollS of young workers from \\' es te m Europe ~Ausl-:-,a, 
~~DY' Btlgium, Cttc.ho-Slovakia 31l? '!"ra nce) , ~nclud1Dg 
maay young Social ists (Without the permiSSion .of theJr ce',1tral 
bodiu) rC3chcd the U.S.S .R. 311d took part In the anmver· 
~ry Ctkbr.a lion of the October Revolut ion ~J9'25) · ~{ost of 
the young Sociali sts were expelled fro m thelT uagues upon 
thtir return. 

D ')HSI\ISC 0 " TII ~ \ •• S. I . lIASCEUVRf. 

In its Itttcr in answer to t he re ply o f the V .S.T., the 
E.C., V.C.I. emphasises th at the very fact o f this reply is a 
siga. of tbe ;ndicalisation o f t he working mas ses which is 
f~ng the \.S.I. to manl%uvre. The Y.C.I. is ready now, 
as II was before, to (onn joint conulli ssio ns with the Socia li s t 
YOU I~ 'Organisations for the sending of delegat ions o f the 
YOTkmg youth to the U.S.S.R., bu t it insis t s first o f a1l that 
tbe: ddega.tes be ractory workers a.nd elected by the youth in 
the !acton~ and scrondly , i t rejects the propos::al to send a 
~.a~ V.S.1. delegation, since objective judgment of Soviet 
ron lh'Ons could not be expected o f it. 

CUR\'ISC OUT 01-' I!"TP.R!"ATIQSAI. 
tR"O[ USIOS WEF.K 

The firs t · t " ' ~ !)( In erna tJona trade umon week took place from 
~O;C:tn r 14th to 30th, 1925. This was at ::I. time when there 
l.ea:(3

1
\tr3de union activity in the different countries. 

!Jtgl«t!t I c: the Sc;tndin3.vian and Swiss League!.s, which had 
factory t rAde Ulllon work to a grc3.t C!.Xtent, made satis
actilit • statU. Othc:r. I..C!.agu~ intc:nsifi~ their Leo.gue 
inad } (Ctttho-Slovakl3) ; the main defect WIIS shown to be 
Pro6~tuate support by the Party and the Sections or the!. 
~tionl~m .as well 3.5 t~e in3bilit)' to utili Se!. s l!fficie,nt.ly inte!.r • 
SCs.sioll ~I c,nts (meeting of the Anglo--RusSlDn CODimitt~ 

o t ie Amsterd3m Inte!.rnalional). • 
O\'tRCOl, • I ."1'<0 STACNATIOS : )lARCII rLl~su~l. 1926 

the pil Its analysis or t.he situation or the youth mo\'emellt 
0( dt., ~num or the E .C., V.C.l., declared that tbe low s tage 
ill -e Opment and the stnndstill which was to be observed 

a number of Leagues aftc,r the ebbing or the re\'olutionary 
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lIde in t he (lulumn of 192' had :lIre d, 
G1l'eat wo rk hRd been 3 e tnplis hcd in dr:w1n ~n O\~f\"()m(. 
t H~ struggle (o r t he united front . (or e . ' II: \~ youth into 
ltaly, in s pite o f it.s posit ion of iilcgali~~mt~· the ~.C.l •. of 
(crcncc-s in 1924 nnd 1925 which were :ltte I~ dor:amstd ron· 
2 ,000 delegatu representing m rc than:o 11 C. Y:1 total of 
At t his time t he: V.C.L. of FrnnC'e held ',000, 2°rung ""ork~. 
2 :\00 d I r " ,"...,n crClltts Irl th 

. ~ . e c~a tcs ~01U. 110 .factories , In addition to C'OndtK'ti 
a wldc:spread anh·mllltarist c:unpaiRll and hold ing 3. ~ 
nation:ll congress of the working and pca~ant \,ou;h gt~ 
Y .C.L. of Germany conducted 17 C'Onfcrcnces \\:ith tht'tou! 
n~U:.~dRn~ o f 1:~50 representing more th nn $0,000 young 
" orkc:r~ . 1!1 nclch tl on to a l:lrgc »rolcsl camp:lign against 1M 
compel1~'\tlon fo r the confi sca tion o f the pro~t1v of Ih( u. 
'Ruhng R ouses, etc. . 

~EW QUV ... ~TIOS~ AT TRF. l' T. l-; :-;O'Ulf 

At the snm c time. h owever, a great fluctua tion in tht 
mc~~s~ip C3111e t o l ig ht and the lack of li\'e form.s ol 
a ctlvtty 1n the Leagues 3 5 well 3 S weakncsJ; in th( "'or\: ol 
tbe tmde unio n youth section s. Tn thi !lo oollncC' tion tht 
Plenum ins tructed the T .eagucs t o adopt new mdhod5 0{ 
work and dcvelop internal democracy . Furthermore, tbt 
Plenums resolved tha t committees of action of the youth 15 

well as united front rommi ttees should be establishtd. t~ lit 
e~ccted at conferencc!, o f the working y outh. The ('(H)rd,~' 
h on o f legal wi t h i1Icg nl work in the countries of ~hltt 
t Crror w:lS e!5peci:al1y emphas ised. 
1tP.OR.CA~'SAT10N 

As f OT reorganis."ltion , the Plenum iss ued t he: slogan. cl 
t?e: r e.OI;umptio n. extens ion and <:ompletion of rcorg:tnIP' 
tlon with, however, the e,rroncons specification of :'1 set dari 
Cc:rtain I~n~. were :also learned from p:ast e.xJ?C-nentt : a 
the reorgam sallon sh oul d not be carried out untlt the !.att~ 
groups were already functioning" (b) t he rcorS!3nlS311011 

~tc;mld be carried out in s uch a way tha t no loss or me~bt:
~ Ip wC:>lltd result; (e) it wns reeognised tbat it W:'1~ :'I ~15\S t 

o retaln ~treet groups 3.S secondary orga.nisatioo31 unit!· 

TH1t CP.N8RAI. ~"JtIK E I~ CRoP-AT bRITAI'N ' 

lock In CC?nnt<:tion with the General Strike and the mincrs 
-out 1~ Creal Britain, the Y .C.1. or ani scd e\·er)o~·htrt 

=~~behC rmass demon3lrations ror t~e Briti~h 1J1lners, 
c IOns 0 fund. , etc. The Y.C.L. or Great Brit3in p'r' 

I 
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. ' 'k movement, sen 109 . I 
acti" ely 111 th e s In e • and deve1oPl11g 

tirip3tcd m.o.st 'to the cOUlmittees o f 3cll~U ~ A lso the 
rtpltjCDtah\tj the vouug mUlcrs . d 
.;desprtld acti,;ty 3mol1~ r 'ral1ce C7.echo-S1o\'Rkia an 
V.C.I, . of Germany , Belgltt;UI, cd' ;hci; :lctivily among the 
tbt: Uaitt'd StattS streng lenr h E C V C. I . to the 

• A. telegram rom t e ." . . ~ h 
yOl1n~ "liners: "' . 3" jOIl in s UPl>orl o f t he Bntls pro
\'.5.1. propc»lOg JOI ll 
)cUriat ..... 5 r(jected by the V .S.1. 

snUGGLE AGAI!,ST 'fli P. I.EfT OF.VIATI O NS VeT 
There W.2S an Enlarged PI61um of the ~.C . , . ., 

which brought to light thc most unan.imou s feehng throu.gb
oat tht Communist youth movcment tI! ~hc struggle 3.J~a.11l st 
lbe " Left .. deviation and the OppoSltlon . The Ptem.~,m 
dtdartd that the political line :'1nd stand o f t~IC Ex~cuhVC 
ocm~rs . Vuyo,.iteh and Mikhale t7., who ha~ Sided wIth. the 
opposit ion, h.2d no support in the V.C.l. sccUon s and deCided 
to relllove them from the E .C. 

f.1R OJtS IS TIIF. APPI.1CAT TQS O F 
tiSITED fROST TACTIC~ 

Th( results of the un ited front tactics wit h regard to the 
\'.S.1. werc taken up. 1n gencral it was eon s idereel correct. 
At the s:ame lime, however the Plenum pointed out a number 
of iodi\·idual mistakes madc in tbe application of thi s tactic 
by th( Leagues of CzcC'ho-Slovakia, Poland, Bulgaria aud 
othu countries . These mistakes werc mostly o f ::l Rig ht 
Dtture due to the itlexperience of the leading bldres , and werc 
DOt difficult to overcome. 

urECTS OF CAl'lTAlI ST RATlOSA1.1~TlO:-;O 
For the first ti me the cffccLo; of capital is t ralionali~tion y the youth werc discussed by this Enlarged Plenum .. The 

I .C.1. upheld the Comintern on thi s question and rejected 
bt stMemellLs o r certain com rades wh o attempted to s how 

th.ll the role of the working youth in indus t ry was fa lling off 
as a ru ult of rationalisation. 

tlT1 Ll SATIO~ OF Tnt: J UNCS't UR31 tt.~l'>IiRIF.KCV. 
The quc.stion of the les::;al t'lctivity of the Leagues which 

~re ~rh'en into iIles::;nl work wns t:t.keu up in the greatest 
~11. The Plenum resolved to utili$<: the experience o r the 

rm:1.1I J\ln g~\\Irm for other Leagu es. 

C 
. The Plenum a ' so worked out the C'OII1:: r c t e tn!llK'; of the 

b'ntst:, Korean 311(1 J :t.pancSC' V .C. L ' s and adopted rcsolu
c 
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I US on tbe SVSl e m o f r' . '" 
work, Bnd work in 0 1>0 lll C'31 edlu."a t iorial work . 
lions . reformis t SJX'l~~~~egllt ?~g~t\iS3ti oll s (rclig io~s(::ldt~D's 
or the \" outh) • BI1I~,\hons . and other ,gan,u.:a. 

oJ • organl~tKllls 

y U'fU 4..:0)IM I S.'=1 10 :-: IN Tin,. R t . n . . · . L .~. 
<'gnming with 1927. " I "" 

WBS established .. I " ~ out \ romll1l SSII) n fo r the: R 1 t U 
Th J011l1 .\ by the Y C 1 d . ' " . 

ree r<'p rescn t3th ,cs of t he Y C'1 . . :llt t he: R.I.f. U. 
R . l.L. . were delegnted I II ' ~ ' .. ~nd. three from lilt 
commissiou took 'IPO "t 11

0 
b II :; C'OlllIU1SS IOIi. This youth n 1 se t c task 01 " " 

work of the R 1 L U · carrymg on the: \"OII.lh 
neglected. . . . . which has so far Ix:cn \'cry'mutb 

WPot: ", 01' ~TR C ..... L" AC 
'" .... Q AINf' T TIII~ WAR DA~r."· R 

Gre31tllB~III.1(~ctiOll with t he cri sis ill the ; clatiolls bet .. m 
ntam aud t he U SSP . panltiOIl f . . ...•. . ,. as wcll as the IIlcrcascd prt· 

. o r all 1111 1><,rmhs t att :u:k 011 the U S SRI \" C I arrlcd out t l fi .• .•. ., t Ie ... 
:md ,"ntc ,.e ~st wed:: o f s t rugglc against the wa f dangtr 
• r \'cntlo ll ITl C II" I r " " " all 1 . lila :1.1 1( or 11lI1IIedla te Withdrawal of 

roops aud wars lll p - r CI " r " Russ' . rom IIl1a 3nd or the Cillnesc lcd 
Ian re\·olutlons:. 

At a result of the k " " d"" number f Lc . WC3' III tcrna tlOll al c UC:ltIOl1 In , 
out 0 I .ob ' o.gu,..,c$: , thiS call1p3igl1 was su«'Cssful\y c:uritd. 

n:- :- t he l'rench. Bri ti s h and Jt a liall Leagues. 

BkUKI:\G OFf 0 " F .\Sca.O-Rt;SSlAS RJ-:T.ATIOS~ 

Th. p_~I"~ t " J " " d the breakin cr' IV a t .llU ( C ~f thc nntl !':h GO\'c rlllllcnt an 
by t he. Y.cgyo of relaLJOll5. w~th t be U.S.S.R. wa5 3nS'l«~ 
a joint 3~ 'j of C reat Untalll :md t hc L. y .C.L.S.U. ~,th 
' <rugal. ~ to the working youth ca lling upon them to 

... ag:nnst t he th " "" rcntcned 3tt ack 0 11 t hc So"let UmOD· 

IIJ1. \: 15TH. 192 7 

, The. V.C. L. of Austr' 1 . • bt Upnsing of the V' ' 1:1 too..:: a most act i,"e part In t. 
arming 3nd d' IlC I ~l1a prolctarinl issuing thc Slogll llS: diS' 

I. 1SSO U1101I of II 1- " "d Ih. I» 1~ . struQ:gle f h a '3$CISt organisatIons :10 
~nd declaration ~r \ e workers ' and pca san ts ' gO\'ernlllenl , 
Information Oil ~h tIe Cellcra! Strike. At the vcry first 
countriu called u~n ~~;cnt~ i~ VicuJla. t he V.C. Jb in a!1 
$truaa1c:s of tbe: Viel' C " orkl~l1g youth to s UJ)J)Orl the htrnl( 

oa wor .. (:rs. 

Tht 

A SHORT JlI S'TOIH' Of T ill! V.C. L 

T'!l'/ tltii tll 11l1Uillersor), oj ' lte S,utlgarl 

(A ugust 26-28, 1927) 

THfi T"· f.STlf.TJI ASSIVER!'\RY Of TlIg 
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:-TlIfT(i \RT COSGRY.SS 
This marl.:td the ~ginning of 3. g reat propaganda cam· 

~igll showillS! the sig lll(ic3l1CC of th iS ('ong ress, nnd {1 great 
. ttrIlational demonstrat ion was h eld in Stuttgart a.ttended 
b;' delega.tions from :111 European ~ctions of the Y .C.l. 
From AUl!.'llst 26th to Sept<!m hcr 7th (lnternationa l Youth 
Day) • great propaganda C3l1lpaign was carried on for the 
purpose of showing the working youth thal the Y.C. r.. \\'3 5 

the only rcprescntati,'c of aud su ccessor to the Inte rnational 
Alli.u('(: of Socialist Youth Org anisations which was founded 
. t the Slu ttgart Congress in 1907· 

CO,,"GRf..s..c:. Ot' THF. \ ·O\r.\G FR IF ... -.:OS Of 

TltF. !'OVI F,T US lOS (:-:OVP.MUP..R, 192 7) 

The Tenth Anni"crsar v of the October R evolution 
brought a stream of youth de legations to t he Soviet Union , 
wb~ or~a niscd 3. CoIIRress o f Y oung Frieuds o f the Soviet 
UII~on.1Il Moscow. The cong ress drew up a s tatement in 
..hlch It decla red that the c-ausc of the working and pc3!1ant 
south of ~hc Soviet Union W35 the (':luse o f the proletari:lt 
of Iht ~ntlre world, and pledged itself to devote all ilS forces 
to the IIlteres ts of thc Soviet Union. 
. The Congress was attended by more than So repre.sent::l

tn-u of '20 differen t coun tries: in addition to England, Ger. 
Sa~~.~ Austria, France. . C7.echo-Slovaki:t, Switzerland. 
w~~. Norway and Belgium. there were: reprc:.sc:ntalh-es of 

(Ogntnes under the white te r ror- P oland, E sthonia, Finland 
~nd I~ly-and for tbe fi r st time from A s ia- China and 
ijlongoha-as well 3S South AmericR- Br:l:T. il, Argentiut. and 
d ruguay. Communists (137) rormed less than haU of the 
eleR3.tes. In addition to the Communist del g ates there were: ? young Socialists , 3 members of Christian y o uth orSAnisa
~ons , and .the remaining del('~ntes were non-Party . Two 
~~C Soclal.Democrats reported on ,j The \Var Danger- the 
, 'let Un ion and the youth ." 

Pl R~" I ~TV.RNATIONAL ORG.\NISATIO~Al. 
CO:O:Pf.R£SCf. 

D . 1'he. First lnterunt.ional Organisa.tion Conference in 
~rlin. in ) :a.UUIlTY 1928 , dull in detail with the repons on 
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~h nrg llis:ltioll:l! ~ilUMion of the diITl"'fe t 
,<sued the £ollowi 11 )::' RcuC"rnl d irc('tioll !; t I" r'-c3l: lIes and 
wllnle : ovcT\"omillg the mistakc$ and ;le r~:sl c() f '~h;u:s I' ,' 
the ra(' tor~' ~TQups and utili s:\t ioll of thei r siti \' orlt I,ll 
C!lces : e~cC"hve rtppJiC"a tio n o f the line b3S(' (r~n t ~ ~)(ptn . 
workers 10 the ntO~l im por t:mt b e ton ' .... r Ol1 n s, . th e )'OQIII 'bl . .. . . ... I ' " e gtealt$t 
POS~I C :h' lIvHm t lo tl III :\11 field s o f work . Org:l.n is:l.tional ron. 
r('r~~('c~ were st~lcd . to be the m(\~l importllllt method of 
Cl1~I~Cll~llg o rgam satlonal w<?rk , dOIl1 ~ :tw:\y wi th dtfttts, 
Uhhs.,\~l on of v~ l n3!)tc cxpcnCIlC'c :weI following the lill( of 
becom11lg oq::::n1l1Saholla lly rooted in the big f:u."tori ts. 

The Plenum of the E .C . , Y.C. l. . in F ehrl1 :l.n' , 19~5 
.(M?sC()w) . fully appro\'ed of the poli<,y of the TbV.C·. L.S.U. 
I It Its 5 t ntJ;!t::le a J;!ni ns t the op po.o;: j t ion, ano ~upJ'lOntd t~ 
Tt'."'Olutions o f the Firt('en th P:l rty COll ~ rcs~ of the C.P.S.U. 
:.'Ind the E .C .C. I. Plenum 011 this quest ion. 

l",CK OJ<' l'ROI"ORTI ON m :T WJ<; F. :-: l'O I. l TICA 1. 
ANn ORCA~ ISATIONAI . lX FI.Ul':XC f-: 

The Plenum rons idered th :lt th e mMt outstandin~ 
fcature of t he present 5it1l:l1ioll in the Communist )'outh 
~ove.men( is the 13d. of proportion o f the growing- politial 
m fiuence o f t he V .C.L. o\'er t he working youth and the 
organis3t iol1al s t rength o f the V .C.1. sections. A .stndy 
growt h of the membership is observed b:-' t he Plenum In o:t1S 
two Leagues- the Swedis h and t he C reek Leagues. 

Jm,IS OF TlIF. V .C.1. 

The Plenum cTUphns i$Cc1 th e chron ic crisis of the V.C .1 :, 
the sh3r p fa lling o tT of its membership. F urthermore,!t 
f? Mn1!l:1ted tbe tasks of the V .C.L's with reg:ml to the op~~ 
h~)II In the Socia lis t youth organisati ons and in COllllectlO 

wl~h the slru~gle a~a inst t he 5O-ealled Lefts . A great C2U1' 
~I~ must bc carri ed on in the mass organisat ions of ~bf 

orkmR YO\t~h aga ins t the a ttempts of t he V.S .1. 10 bong 
thf!m unde.r Its influence. 

VOUTH CO)']').IISSIOSS AND SP.CTJO:':S 
I N 1'RF. T kADP. UN IOSS 

shoutt ~~ tT~de. u!,ion work, the Plenum propo!lcd t ll t'l t th.t~ 
up tr d T~ C UUlon offieulb rrom the youth in order to lin 

oa a e union . ","ork dosely with the factory youth. 'f'.'< ihe ~~n~raoud.· tundlon o!'ici a.la mUst hold s ..... cial eOll rcr~ II~S In 
TO. e unions. ~ ... • , 

, 
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.' nd youth COllU11IUeCS 3 S 
T describe youth C011l1111SS~on s ~:\tt h work in t hem.selves 

rtf'OIu~ionar): forf\l~ of t r~l.(let~~t:n3s nettS rily reactionary 
od to ('ODsldtr ~ o~th . sec t 'rhcre: is no fundamental 

forms of Ihis work I ~ 1~~O~~~i ~1I which work.s ~)tI a r~vol h~. 
dift't rtn...'t bttwttn 3 ) OU

I 
' ary voulh commiSSion whle 1 IS 

j "' • d rt\·o IItlon 1..1' l ' a tionny oo,m ~n:1 I '1'1 C proposnls for esta., IS lin,.. 
d . loped in to Ii II1:"1SS bot y. I . d 
;'al youth trade unions were rCJec:le . 

• IS" TilE IN:-:F.R·l'ARTV !;fR UGGI.Y. 
tilE \.C. l . • • 1 Co ess t h ere have 

tn the four ,'ca rs Sll1 CC t he F ou rt ~ ngr. in t he 
been :I; number of problcl11 ~ and q nesl1on,s o f dl sp,~ te e ard 
nrlous P2nics of the Communist Internatlona1. ,"\ lth r g. f 
to the..~ qucstions the V.C.I.. wi th t he help 3n~ suPporttl~e 
'ib( Exrcuti\'c, almost always supported with 311 .1ts force

T his ror rt\."t standpoint, the stand po1l1l of t he Comrntern. 
rould ht seen in Ger many wi t h the appcar:ln~ o f th.e 0t>C:n 

kiter of the Comintern agains t lh~ Rut~ ~Isher h ne. t ~ 
FranC't in :1 ~tru~gle against t he Rl~~t hqt~ldalOrs and th 
tlltra.1.eft renc~:ldes . in C7.ccho-Slov:1ku\ dunng .the so--c:111ed 
B1lbnik crisis , and in all other countri es . T he C hmese Y .C . T.... 
utdiattly adopted the rc:.solutions of tbe &venth Ple num 
of th~ Y.C. 1. and with all its e ner gy carried Ott :1 s truggle 
to apply them to the Chinese Communist m o, ·ement. {\;; a 
wbole, Ihis pe riod shows a s trengthening of the political 
a ~th'i ty or thc Young Comm unist Le3gues. 

VIII, TRANSITION TO MASS WORK 
The Fi/til 1V0rld Cong ress oj .he Y .C.1. Urom Augus r 20 

'0 Sept .. 18 , 1928) 
~~e Fifth Congres!l was a.ttended by 140 .dele.e:ates witb 

:a dcciSI\' C, and 1 ~ 1 delego.tes with :1 con sultatl\'e vote . The 
F}fth World Congress of the V .C. I., which followf!d ~he 
S,~th Congress of lhe. Com inte.r n gave 3. thorough s ummlOg 
lip of the work of the Y.C.l. bct\\:ccn 19~4 3nd J:9~8. and laid 
down fu rther taSKS in all s pheres of ..... ork on the b3s i:c of 
former experiences. 

TII P. O'RCM:tSATtONAL STRa.~CTn 
0, TlI P. V .C . 1. lN 191:8 

At the timf! of the CongreA8 the V.C.l. had 43 Sections 
-;th ~ ,I S7 , 1:3':l membus. ' 1t has' organisation s in all parts 
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o r ~he worJd, And is thc.rd ore R T~al "' 
:'Ah on , the lender o f millions of 'Ot orld~mbT3c:inR org1Di. 
111 the s truggle agains t capital' t ) lu g \\:orkc rs and PtlS2.Dli 

haracte ri s t iC' o f the posi tio;l I:ndo~~~x:slon and ~xploil.atiou. 
fa t th,nt nenrly half it s Sections nrc ill of It\IC \ .C.l. i5 tilt 
CO\lItlncs the Y .. L 's work i1legal! . dcga .eag~u. In 11 
d ilio n s. .} un er \"('ry dlfllcuh coa. 

I' :\ Pfrt from , th e,S<! Seelio l1 !'> , there is a whole sc ricsof itga,1 
po tHea OTRU Ols.."\hons of the illegal and s\'tI1p.1lhisi 
T.eng1!C:, These orgnnisnt ions ha\'c 67.068 ITIcntbc! rs. rt~ 

1: !tc ,L.V.C.L.S .U . does Cllormous work in the! building 
o f Inhsm, for the permanent improvement of the po$itioD 
0,£ the ,young wor~crs :'l1Id pea~mllt s and their a("li \'c p.1 rtici~. 
t'OI~ ,111 econonllc-C'ultuml cons truction . A considt:n.blt 
n:3JOnty o f. the Russ ian work ing youth is org:l1J iwi in tht 
\ .C. T .... . , wlllch has now 2 ,030,000 members. 

"'IU~ l"OSITI OS OF TrUt W O RJi:ING YOUTH 

• :rhe: relative: s tabilisa tion o f ca pitAlism. incrr:a!tii 
pohh~al oppression and worse «'Onomic cond itions for tht 
wor~ltlg :\'o\1th t h roug h cnpita li!' t ra tiona lisa tion, wer~ acrom· 
pamed by new and \·e.rv diffi cult rondi tion ~ for the "'ork of 
th~ European V.C.L's: Their main task h«ame : struggk 
fo r ~he political and economic everv-dav demands of tllt 
wor~mg youth, capture of the non-Part): and Social·Dtn» 
e mt.le young wor kers fo r the united front in tIle strugglt 
agatnst the e ffects of capitnlis t rationalisatioll, tlew forms. of 
moss work and m a.ss mobilisation were suCC't:ss fully :applitd 
by the Y .C.L's. 

TnE CROWNlNC ROLF. O F THE YOUTn 

~he C~ngrcss met at a time when youth qncsti?l1s ~ad 
wu th an Important problem . Character istic of the sltuaUOll 
tion a e ~ro"'lng ra le!: o f the youth in the process of Pro?oc, 
stru t11~ I II the class struggle, a s well as the exceed i!lc1y blttc; 

gg ~t\\"e!:~n the boUrgeois ie nod the prolet:mat (or tb 
t:.-:rurc .o~ tht: youtJ:. . Tbe incrcosed wa r preparations o( tbt 
the rl5,le!: ("Of mpe1 ~t to pay specia l a. tten tion to the yout11 as 

«Uillve Actor In .1 - - - l-Ie coming Imperia 1st war. 
TRY. RADICAt.ISATl • 

A I 
. O N OP Tlf R WORKINC \'OUTH 

II t Ie economic . . I r<~ worse. its act" . POSItion or the working yout 1 g ""D an ilD~:~ty .c!bcrra 8C!:d. ~t.s re volutiona ry spirit . \t"I~ 
'.pol"n .. r61e in' tb ~1Ij now It 15 pl.y il)g 011 illcr~:1~I~gl> 

e Y~loua struae14es. The bourgCOISlt: IS 

39 , .. Til e. Y.C. t. 
A 1.: 1101t1 IIIS10 R' . 't 

. _ b f th is re\.olut io113ry s pin 
. ("()uutcrtlc1 the g r~\\ \ . 0 d rcssure 0 11 the re\'otu~ 

to'lug to I firs tly by IIICI C3 SC P dl by n s tronger moni: the )"OU I I, b . neut secon Y . 
". ro1rttlrilln yout 1ll0 \ Cl • I thirdly by measures 
!d~~~'i~1 offcnsi\·t: against t l.le ,):oouto'; the youth . For this 
I '" VI:" .' • '0 I and rascisa In. . r 
for tht mdlt~nsatl I. '\.:: f' bourg~is youth o r g.8m s3;ilOn S 0 
purpoSC a W"ldc n~t ",or. o. Soc'aH>:lc ifi s t ) IS being con
":arious ki.nds (rroUl l . a sC I ~\I~O .~ut;1 unde r the influence.?( 
struCled, In order to PUI 'I- )nmp.,-gn of the bourgeoISie . '1 lopy 11 t 11 5 • • 
bourgtol S uCO .,. ' I \' S I is playing al1 Importanl 
apiu5t th~ )"outh, tIe .• . . 
aUliliary role . 

tilE 1'(I l.lTIe"L LISg OY T II F. CO:O: C RI!SS .' 

The \' .C.l. Congress made the estuJlall.on of t h.e 
politi". 1 sitl1:Hion by the u)tnin~ern C;:ongress ItS OW

5
11 .; I~ 

arriro Ihrough its work on the title laid down by tl~e Lxl 
Congrt.SS of the Comintu n and JUade the sa me mam t ask s 
-struggle :I )::ainst the imperialis l wa r dunger, . for the 
dtfcnC't of tIlt: Soviet Union- the bas is o f its entIre: \\"or k . 
Just a5 the Comintcrn Congress , the Y .C .l. Con g ress 
dttl:1red that the Y .C . I / s , too, mus t ('arry on a more 
Ultrgtlie struggle!: ag3inst Social -Democracy an~ that~ 
through C3pitalist s tnbili sation :md the re formis t spht ofTen· 
~\"e , th~ dan gt:r or Right dc\.iations is the!: main danger al~ 
in tht: Youug Communist Leagues, and t hat au energetic 
struggle must be car ried on :lg3inst the Right danger. 

nu: CO).JISC COSGRf.SS os THE " OUTH Q F.5TIO X 

The Sixth World Congress or the Comintcrn instructed 
the V.C.1. to t:laborate the quest ion o r the tactic and me.thods 
01 ~rk or the!: V.C .I. {rom the viewpoint of thc uecessrty of 
a Wld~~ captnre of lhe working youth, more \'Bricd .methods of 
recrultlDg "lid a more vivid and 3ct ive rea tlon to the. 
~nomic, general culluml and theore tieal needs of tbe work:. 
Ing youth, white I>reserving at the same time!: lhe characte r of 
~ Voun$ Communist Lc:3gUe.s as politicat fiahting .o rgan.isa
~s. SIQIU1ta1.1l:Ously, t11c COll?intern Cont::.re~s Instructed 
t e V.C.1. to adopt more youtb-like OIe!:thods 1U I ts work and 
to struggle!: against the ide.:L or :a nrond .. junior Party." 

tiX$ATI S F" CT \( y DI:I.VRLOl·)'l!.~T OV 
rUE ) IOVE)I I!NT 

The V .C.1. Congiess ha(t to record tbat the gc!ne!:ral 
de\"tlollment of the movement is unsati$factory. The ncccs
$ary changc- ttal t,r.tuition to mass work- has uot yet taken 
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S HORT H1 5'1' Ry OV 'I' II H " ,C. I. 

::~~ • Al~e I~Ol n s~ngle League (~x~Pt the J \' C I 
) gemlllle mass orgamsMiol1 H ~~tJ ' . ~ .. U,} 
~as t h e mem i>c rs hip incrensed ill rC<'~nt . . ta/ r Y allywl::tn 

110l1,on n fac tory g rou p basis has not ~/ b 5. IRtorg:t.I1't 
elusion Anywhere The V I' It . roug It 10. COO-
verv slowi v illd~c<1 'l'J" -: S J>C lrlc tr3 tc I!HO big factoritl 
. :. ~ . Ie Size 0 the \ C L PttU' 
'~slglllfiC'an ~. Hard ly anywhere has work ~1; d~ne Brl'Q.1S 
soung a~rt c~lllt1r:1t . Inbourers . 'rhe fluctu:n ion of ~ 
mcntbcrshlJ) IS conSide rable- and sometimes rC3t'hes . 0 to & 
per cen t. I 

The .rcas~ns of ~hc~ dcf<;:c ts a re not to be sought iD lhr 
~encral Situation winch IS, without doubt, f:w ourable to Ibt 
development o f t he movement. These reasons must bt: 
sough t in the wo rk of the uagues thcmseh-es. 
"U'SDAME..~TAI. DRFF.CT S 

The Congress decla.rcd the fundamcmal drft'Cts to be : 
(3) The frequent s ubs titution of mass work by talk 

about mass work, inadequate politica l acti"i ty of thr 1..t2gtla. 
especially with rCR"3 Td to thoroug h dcfen<'C of the in tettS!-'.oC 
the ~\'0.rkiltg youth (f< youth policy"); iTlndcq~l :llc. :l,rll\'l!Y 
nnd lI11tia ti\'c of the r.lnk and file which !l.re stili hmlltd to 
a con!;idernble extent to their own org!l.uis!l. tion, , 

(b) Il.1a~cquatc If ,youth-like" II1 cthod;S <?f wor~ I", t b~ 
Leaguc$ , ImItation o f the P!l.Tty ; s uperfi c'!l.l! ty! ag1bt~ 
phraseology, hectoring methods and e \'cn a cc rt:m l amount f 
bureaucracy which is f requently noticcablc in th~ s}'st~m ~ 
work of tbe Leagues ; relics of Soci!l.I -Ocmocr.ltlC babilS 
work; inadequate work wi th the fUll ction3TY c!l.drcs., lind 

(e) Lack o f C'Oncc.utrntioll in the work o r enterprise of 
mass orJ{anis.ations ; especially inad missible inadequacy 
Work in trade unions and s port org!l. u isa tioll s , . 

. (d) Non-.:lpplic.1. ;ion · o r the syste m of auxiliary org:lut, 
satlons, I 

'rl,·· f h . " I ' rk was t It ..... e ore, t c maUl powt with !"egar( 10 \\ 0 
question of mass work critical im.'e:s tigation of the fo"?rr 
work and me:thods o f ,,;oTk from th e: s tand poin t of (,D; ~tun u,g 
~he: UUI,8$ of the '~'orking youth, nnd de:\'cJoping the v ,~.J ',i 
'\~tco mnss .0r g:UHs 3.tions , IT:t.n sitio n to mASS work b) , . .1 .• ~laons , 

• T110ROUCI-t IlE-ORI RNTATION 
'rOWARI~ liAR. .. W O ltll;. • 

orie:n~t~Ubd·fInClntlll premil'O(' for thi~ clulngc i~ thorllllR' '' rt 
Ion 0 .. I me mbers of the V .C, I . towarcJs the Teal \\,.,r 

4' RV Of TIIP. V.C . t. d 
A 5 110 K1 IIfSTO e decis ively an COIU-

tbr mUses. We mus t ove.r:r~~i'p which still prefers 
t~f. thc i sotB~io~ of ~ur .1:C~:S ins lead o r carryin g on the 
p.t 'd its t ime III I ts 0\\11 CI b ' t necessary work amon g 
10 SpeD r tl)· dange rous u . I be made 
diS<'ah ,nd r.tqucn be f the organisation IUUS . d 
tilt mUst5, c"cry t1~C I~ i~ 03 factory, 3 workshop or Ira e 
1Clirt: Iud srnt to ", ~r , and in the army and navy. 
anion , ~n SPOk

rl or~~~t)!~:~~nali C3I1Y conducted, t he mcthod
rt 

S 
ThIS wor UllI.:i ie ntts made the prope y 

coc:tinully impro\-ed and .the c.'< pt.r must be given every 
of ~1I . Mor~,'er. "n "ctl"d ~~~~ecircutars, but by actual 
u5lStan~ , Not through o r C Sf t ' rics encourage H-
od COOCTe:tc u !lmple must unc lon3 . d' t 

:ctidlY, ini tiativc and cncrgy .a mong the bank ~nd :~eio~:~~; 
i::g this enu~'. into t.he most lmport3nt c anne s a 
tee: most dttl51 \'e POlOtS. . 1 iT t real 

Only by such means will it be posslb c t~. e cc.~ h 
c:h.angr in the wgues, only on t bis cond.tlon WI . t e 
Y,C.L's become 3 source of energy for t~e ,revolut,lonary 
struggle of the working youth :l1ld an o.rgall1sa~lon ~h,ch co
criinlt(:s al1 the clements O'\'<:r whom It c.'"te.rClSCS Infl't!-~ce. 
This is the line ad,'ocntcd in ge:neral alr~dy in ~he d,e:clsu:u~s 
01 the Sixth Congress of the Comintcrn. It 4S I.n thlS splnt 
lb.t tbe tasks must be set for tlte V.C.I. a s a who1e , and for 
its indh'idu!ll S«:tiolls in the immediate future. 

Thus the Firth Congress thinks tbat ",-itb regard to the 
tbJnge, the main poillt is to o \'crcome seclus ion in our ranKS, 
tboroughly to changc the orientation of aU members and to 
Clake e\'tty individual member m or e aeti",-e. 

STituCC1.F. ,'CAI~ST TIl P. l~treRtAL1S" WAR DA.o."'-!CF.R 
TH[ l.!OST UU'OR. T A."I:T TASK 

The centre of the wbole work of the Y.C.I., as a politics,) 
figh ling organisation of the youth, must be the strug,k 
tt~T.tbe,~nttal slogans of tbe Comi~tern, D.S wei). as active 
Plnlclp3t\0I1 ill 0.11 Comintern campaigns and actloos. ~ut 
tce most import!lnt potitic-al task of the mo\'em~ll t. t~ which 
tU others must be suoordin!ltcd is the s truggle :against the 
'Wtr danRer, ror the defence of the: Soviet, U~l~on, and the 
Oppressed colonial slaves. Therefore. a nu-mllitans t wo!"k 
IIItlsl l1X'ei\'e $pecial attention in .~I You~g Communist 
Lt:a~el , The war danger is the:. ~at1l queshon at prescnt, 
aQd It must g()\'ern the wbole a ctivIty of the V.C. I. . 

At the: me l ime the: Y.C.L's are confronted Wl,th tbe 
~k of rousing the: moss of the working youth (or the: s truggle 

c 



4.1 • A s n ORT lIISl'OR \ ' Oil T • 
8gams t capitalis t rationali sation n 1I1l. \' ,C .1. 
s lrUSgle:s of the working Y~\11h . nd to devel~Jl and It ad I 

. In c \'ery possible "'ay. 
lIOR'S H.NSRGIiTIC STRUCC U : 
AC AINST 0 R Ot ' PO N f.XTS 

These tw~ importan t poli t icnl l:lsks of the Y C I d 
mor~ energettc slru.ggl~ (' gai nsl bourgeois nnd So::i~l .~lDd 
"Iralle ,youth orgaOl:-attons . 3S well 3S wide appl it'20tiota ~ 
t I Untted fronl tache from below, 

T ilE Q KSTIO X O F AU XILIARy O RC AXIS \TIOS S 

. !he Congress ndvOC!HCd wide appli cation of the" tu ns. 
miSSion belt IJ (trade union you th sec tions, Young Red FrOt.t, 
cultural ~nd educational societies , economic organ is3tions of 
the work11lg ~'outh and the like, under the influclltt of tbe 
V .C.L.). '''lth the belp of these "transmission Ixlts," 
V .C.L.s must recruit new members . Thereby. the Coe. 
gress corrected the decis ion of the Second Congrtss, ",'hkb 
bad reject~ s uch auxiliAry organis.'ltions. 

Till-: W O RK l~ COl O!"'IAL COU!'TRI ES 

The Congress dcsignated ~ s onc of the most j m~rur.t 
tasks of the movemcnt the es tablis hment of V .C.L .s In all 
colonial countries, first and fore most in India . Only in iso
lat~ ~SCs. chicfly in baekward colonies , can wide 113t~l. 
revolutionary youth organisations be establi shed, pnH·](kd 
tbe leading Tale devolves on the Y.C.L. 
. The Congress reJetT't::d to the prominent politi cal mC.1 D· 

109 of the ·work o f tbe V .C. I. in the colonies and d«brcd 
that the V.C.L. of China mus t continue to retth'e fun sup
port from the V .C .l. Furthermore, work among J1egr«~ 
must be organised on a large scale . The Congres~ ,. to :1 grel . 
~tent. made tbe V .C.L.s of the!: imperl31ist coun t.nes rdpoC1 
Sible f~r the work of the V .C.L.s in the coloOle.'; of thtse 
OOUDtne.s. 

TH8 STR\lCCl.£ AGAINST THH RICIIT OA.SCI~R . 

stru. The Co~gTess a.lso pointed out that. the ever.g~·IOJ 
de .g~le agamst Soc,al-Democnlcy is leading to o. . sen d :to 

Vlabolls from the Leninis t line in the C OUlUlunisl m()\ 
:::nt';.nd that these deviations arc: mostly o f :1 Rig ht chaf1~ 
at' I I~ Co~gTeS$ uTged .n Leagues to c3Try 011 an ener~1 r:.,,!ag/ "Rarnst the Right danger ' which is o.t present t h~ 

tQ _nger to the CoDtintern. But the V .C .r. must nrf} 
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~ Iso in its own ranks , because :llso there 

ont l be stdrug~ C 310r the Right danger . Tn the V.C.L.s this 
the ..muo e:ClSlS • • I th • • . - I takc~ the form o f under ·esllm31.101l 0 c \\ar 
d.1lll"' r most y . . .. d I I 

,,- Rlcct of intern ational obligations all a SO ° p.ro-
dsn~r~tdtpol it i c i 5:Hion of t he youth nlC:)\'cmen~ • . of making 
:;ural and educD.tional work the dlld activity of the 
Lc.1lgtltS. 

fil E rROC1UlUIF. o r 't 1T F. V.C. T. 

Just as the adoption of t he programme o f t~e Comintern, 
the :llriOptiOll of the progr:lmme o f the V.C.l . I S :1 landmark 
iD the history of t he re\'olntionary labour youth movement. 
It 'fI"3S the m3in ta sk of the programme to give :1 fuJI and 
fundament31 picture of the role, the tasks 3ud thc struggle o f 
the Y.C.T..'s in t he epoch o f wor ld re\·olution . The pro
gramme of the Y.C.1. is the prognm1l1e of the tasks of the 
. 'orking youth in t he struggle fOT the world dictatorship o f 
the proletariat. The Youn~ Communist InternationaJ is 3 

Section of the Cominl~ rll and thi s means thal the p roRramme 
?I the C.l. 3pplit s to it as well, t hat that programme is al so 
Its prognm!"~ . Therefore , from 3 general vicwpoin t, the 
programl!le IS a document which define~ the special t:lsk g o f 
the worl .. ng youth and o f the Voung Communis t Le~gue in 
~ ~~ggle for Communism. But the programme of the 

. '.' IS 110t only :l summar" of the pr02;T3mme o f the Com-
munist J t • I . . . n ern:1tlona. Fro m the st :todpoint that we aTe an 
~nt~fllahOn:'l1 org:'ll1is:'l tio l1 and that the young per~on who 
~ SOur progr3mme is not always 300\l3inted with the pr~ 1ritbine of the C. I., the :3nge of ques tions and of work dealt 
gram our programme 15 the whole wOTld. Thus, the pro
Yarie~1! sh?ws .ootlc:ete undeutanding fOT the numerous 

l of sltu3t10ns to the different parts of the "'orld. 

",OWISSIOS or SEW !"ECf'lo s S 

in At the r:ifth \Vorld Congress the admission of the followk! !Ie\\' sections was confiTmed: Austmlia, Pers ia. Pales tine, 
rea, and Syria. 

"fIU!SCTUESISC TII B t.c. , V.C. 1. 

II .Also. at this Congres.!'O the ~rowi ll g: t:tsks m:tde it ne~s
III l) ~o lll('rense the number of S.C. members. Fifty-fh'e 
~ rs and thirty-two candjd.t~ wue dectf!d at the 

grus. 
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