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Cypriot president ousted in poll

The closest-ever
election in Cyprus
has ended
President Tassos
Papadopoulos's five
years in power.
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vote, both Mr UN buffer zone
Kasoulides and Mr B | e
Christofias, the a

. CYPRUS
communist party
leader, had claimed to e
be best qualified to The self-declared Turkish

head negotiations Republic of Northern Cyprus

with the Turkish north.

Last month the International Crisis Group, a
think tank, warned that if talks after the
election failed, the likely outcome would be
partition.

Cypriots living in Greece and Britain have
been flown back to Cyprus on planes
chartered by the main parties, so that they
can vote.

Cyprus was partitioned after a Turkish
invasion in 1974, which came shortly after
a Greek Cypriot coup backed by the military
junta ruling Greece at the time.

Shortly before joining the European Union
in 2004 the Greek Cypriots rejected a
United Nations plan to reunify the island.

Turkey recognises only the Turkish Cypriot
authorities and keeps about 30,000 troops
in the north of the island.
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