


The geostrategic position of Cyprus at the eastern end of the Mediterranean
and at the crossroads of three continents has defined its turbulent history. The
successive conquerors that attempted to exploit the island’s significaht
position have caused immense tragedies and problems to the people of
Cyprus. The wake of the 21st century finds the Cypriots striving to end the
partition and bring about the reunification of their homeland. They are
struggling to turn Cyprus, from a bleak land of semi-occupation, into a bright
land of peace, democracy and prosperity for all its inhabitants; Greek Cypriots,
Turkish Cypriots, Maronites, Armenians and Latins.

The Republic of Cyprus - A great historical conquest

Cyprus was proclaimed an independent, sovereign republic on 16 August 1960. Later
it was decided that 1st October would be celebrated as the Independence Day of
the Republic of Cyprus.

The people of Cyprus won their independence after hard and long struggl
colonial rule, which had stubbornly denied granting the Cypriots
determination. During the period from 1955 to 1959 the anticolonial s

and rule,” undermining the relations betv reek Cyp nd Turkish Cypriots and
instigating the clashes between them. Unfortunately, extremist and nationalist circles
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and hopeful course. The nascent Cyprus Republic presented a framework of free
governance for the people of Cyprus, within which the two communities could build
a common future on the basis of understanding and cooperation.

However, foreign conspiracies and interventions on the one hand, and mistrust
between the two communities on the other hand, which was intensified by the
problems in the functioning of the state, led to the intercommunal clashes of 1963-64
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event in the turbulent history of Cyprus. The blow was heavy and the human pain
indescribable; almost 37% of the territory was occupied by the Turkish military forces,
while nearly one third of the population were forcibly expelled from their homes and
properties in effect becoming refugees in their own country. Thousands were killed,
while hundreds of families are still awaiting the ascertainment of the fate
loved ones who have been missing ever since. k
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| the Turkish Cyprlots by t ir presence in Cyprus causes the reaction of even

policy of ethnic cleansing in Cyprus; The 20.000 Greek
in the occupied area after the invasion, have gradually

mine the | epubllc of Cyprus and create a subordinate entity in order to
its partitionist policy.

national community’s response to this unilateral act by Turkey was immediate.
h the Security Council Resolutions 541 of 1983 and 550 of 1984, the United
lons strongly condemned the unilateral declaration of an independent state by
“the Turkish side, declared it legally invalid, and called for its immediate withdrawal.
As a result, no country in the world, except Turkey, has recognized the illegal regime.

The difficult path towards reunification

- Successive rounds of UN sponsored talks between the two communities had reached
- a stalemate. The common denominator of all Turkish proposals was the recognition
- of the so-called realities on the island, with the existence of two separate state
" entities, which would cooperate within the framework of a loose association. Moreover,
_ Turkish proposals completely ignored the UN Security Council resolutions which



provided for the withdrawal of foreign troops and the settlers, and the respect of the
territorial integrity, the sovereignty and the single international personality of the
Republic of Cyprus. Moreover, Turkey insists on the continuation of the anachronistic
guarantees provided for in the 1960 treaties and on preserving its unilateral right of
military intervention in Cyprus.

On the contrary, the proposals of the Greek Cypriot side have always been in accordance
with international law and UN resolutions. They aim towards the reunification of
Cyprus, within the framework of a genuine bizonal, bicommunal federation which will
provide full self-governance to the Turkish Cypriots. At the same time, the human
rights and fundamental freedoms of all citizens as well as the viability and functionality
of the federal state should also be safeguarded.

During the new phase of the direct talks between the President of the Republic of
Cyprus Demetris Christofias and the Turkish Cypriot leader Mehmet Ali Talat which
began on 3 September 2008, the Greek Cypriot side demonstrates its determination
to proceed to a functional and viable compromise which will meet the just concerns
of all the citizens of the island. The framework of this compromise is a bizonal,
bicommunal federation with political equality, as described in the relevant UN
resolutions, with a single sovereignty and a single international personality. The
solution must be based on the UN resolutions on Cyprus and the basic principles of
international and European law. '

For this compromise to be viable it should put an end to the occupation of Cyprus,
terminate the colonization, reunify the state, the people, the institutions and the
economy and safeguard the human rights and fundamental freedoms of all Cypriots.

The Greek Cypriot community has always extended a hand of reconciliation and
cooperation towards the Turkish Cypriot community, in order to build a peaceful and
happy future based on the principles of mutual understanding, consensus and
respect of democracy and human rights; the principles upon which the European
Union is based. Taught by the island’s history and leaving the mistakes and the
traumatic experiences of the past behind, the Greek Cypriot community is ready to
walk along the path of reunification, peace and prosperity together with the Turkish
Cypriots, the Armenians, the Latins and the Maronites.




