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Ploughing is dene by ithe primitive wooden

drawn by cnimais. (see pp. 386—IN.
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The threshing of cereals is siill done by the primiéh}e_ board
studded wilh flinis drawn by ciimals, (see pp. 36~-37)
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Housing accommedction forithe lobour class
appalling (see pp. 57-58).

Winnowing - is done by throwing ",the ihreshed moterinh

aocingt the wastern breeze, (szevp. 37

A wshanty fowns cccommodates over 2,200 persons in
very unhvgienic conditions. (see p. 58).




whfien rule B not susy to bear

sive by the lswest savagess,
{p. 477 «Orientationsy, by
Sir Ronald Storrs, formsy
Governor of Cyprusy,

FOREWORD

1. In 1937, that is, after 50 vears of Brifish adminisfration of
the istand, Sir Ronald Storrs, @ Brifish Governor of Cyprus, wril-
ing of page 451 of his book entitled «Orientationss, sicied that:

PCYPRUS 13 1N TRUTH DEADLY POOR,

2. And In 1954, thol s, afler 78 vears of British odministrql
ion, the British Conservalive Sovernment hove procicimed o £ A8
mitllons development programme for Cyprug in the hope of brib-
ing its Greek popuiation io consent {o the perpeluaiion of RBrifish
coloniailsm over the island,

Commenting upon this prolect, iha «VENTURE®, o publication
of the Fabion Colonial Bureou of Greal Brifain, said that :

aThere {5 muth o be. gone in-imzroving communications,
watar. suppliss, irrigation,” foresiry, education and social
sarvices, 50 much indead is inciuded s the programme, from
frunk roads fo technical schools  and ports and social insur-
ance, that the muoin impression 5 how euch musd have
been pegiocieds. :

The above comment of the «Wenlures confirms the facts con-
tained in ithis book,

3. The frue facts of the compuisory paymant of £82,759.11.34,
which was  impesed upon ond exccied from the poputation of Cy-
prus by the Brilish Government for B0 consscutive Yeors, and
ingenicusly disguised in the Cyprus Annual Government Estimates
under fhe false Hile of «Tribule to Turkeyn, tolalling £ 4,439,978
in gold, but ccluclly ard iruly & «TRIBUTE TO BRITAIMS, have never
been correcily given by any writer, The frue fagis are now given
on pages § to 15 of this book.

Further, most of the wrilers have wrongly written and puplish-
ad from time tio fime that Britain had purchased Cyprus from
Turkey ot a price or that Turkey let the isiond fo Britain of o
renial! Meither i3 frue: The fack Is; and this is @most imporiant,
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st W envhody has purchosed Cyprus, it 1 the popuiction of 14
Isbond Hseif whe have pold Britoln the cheve sum of £4:839,%78
i gold, sgquivglent te mony millions of pounds  in present day cur-
rency, plus inferest thereon and other profits derived frem Cyprus.

4. The civil imporis inte Cyprus from Great Britain between

1947 and 1955 folalled £ 74,168,878, A farge part of this sum haos
gone o the public Treasury of Greal Brilein as income tax, It is
from this income {ox and other benefils the Brifish Government
has received and is receiving from Cyprus that the Militory Autho-

rities are  spending for the building of helr base in Cyprus, The
Briiish Government have never spent one single pemny of Hheir -

own meney in Cyprus, ond any money which may at first. sight
appear o have come from England either for building the base or
for so-cclied gronts-in-aid or clherwise, it is actually money deriv-
ed from  Cyprus fhrough the vicious circle of colonial exploitation
of the population of lhe island. (see p, 26-28 and 32 herein),

. The audaciiy of the Colonial Master of Cyprus is really
remarkable. Slnce the end of the First World War, a Brilish Legion
was esiablished in England for the purpose of giving assisiance fo
dischbied ond ex-service men in distress who had served In the
British Forces, A pranch was also  estoblished in Cyprus, And
aithough  Cypriots were decsived info joining the Brifish Army in
beth world wars o fight for Greece and Libertyn, those whe
retrned fo Cyprus glive scon found out that they fought for the

Hperty only of the British cnd for the perpetuation of their own:

slavery ! :

And instead of Britain showing her grotilude by supporting
those Cypricts who sacrificed their healih in twe wars 50 that the
British may live free, they appeal to the pecple of Cyprus for dome

ations, and colizet money from them by eorganizing bazaars, don-
ces, and sireet collections every year, (See p. 77-81 in this book),

6. The contents of this beok are only a few exampies of

colonial  exploifation and  colonia) government carried on for 78
years in a small island situated in the Medilerraneon, in full view
of the whoie civilized world, whose Gresk inhabitants posses ¢
civilizaijon ond cullre over 3000 years old. The Reader of this
book may use his imagination and think whet can be happening
to the far off coionies of Africa and other disiant ploces which
do not come under the scrutiny ond observation of the civilized
world L.




Kind Reader! }i is your duly, it is our duty, it is the duly of
all freedem-loving peoples, it is o duly owed io ' God and to alf
enslaved peopies who are unoble to fres fhemselves from the
clutches of the sivong and powerfud, to assist’ ali such peopies
without exception, fo atlain their liberly. ;

7. This handbook has been wrilten end published in conveni-
ent pocket size by ihe Political Division of the «GREEK YOUTH OF
CYPRUS» the pairictic crgonizafion fo which oll Greek Cypriot men
and wemen beiween the ages of 18 and 40 are enfitled, on taking
and signing the prescribed oaily, ic be registered os members; the
soje oblect of the orgonization, which aiready numbers over 40,000
members, is the [iberation of Cyprus, fhrough self-determination;
from the British Coloniul yoke,

THE «GREEK YCOUTH OF CYPRUSS,
C/C P. O, B. BP4

Fhilotheis Me 1§
Athens, Gresce

i
;
I
I
I
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EXPLOITATION OF THE PEOPLE OF CYPRUS FOR THE BENEFIT
OF 1HE BRiTISH.

Although the claim of the Greek Cypriots for their
Liberty through Self-Determination is not based on materi-
al considerations, yet, as the British Prime Minister, the
Seecretary of State for Foreign Affairs, the Secretary of
State for the Colonies, Members of the House of Com-
mons and of the House of ILords, the British Delegate
to the United Nations, and other official and non-official
British Propagundists continue praising themselves for
what they call «great achievements in prosperity and wele
fare in Cyprus during the British occupation», and pro=
phesy «recession in the Island’s prosperity if Cyprus were
to Dbe united with Greeces, we will, for the first time,
reply to these imperialist propagandists as, owing to our
silence, they are becoming bolder and bolder on theis
exaggerations and untruths in their so-called «material
achievements in Cypruss.

DISHOMESY ENRICHMENT OF THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT AT THE
EXPENSE OF THE IMPOVERISHED CYPRIOTS.

- PAYMENT O©F TRIBUTE TO GREAT BRITAIM IMPOSED UPON THE
PEOPLE OF CYFRUS FOR 50 YEARS,

We shall begin with the dishonest enrichment of the
British Government through the so-called «Tribute to Tur-
key», which was really and actuaily an ANNTUAL TRIBU-
TE TO GREAT BRITAIN, camouflaged in old'colonialist
style by the words «Tribute to Turkey», which never rea-
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¢hed Turkey but was collected from the Cypriot taxpayer
and taken direct to the British Treasury in England, and
from there to the pockets of English capitalists who had
lent money to Turkey since 1865, under the guarantea of
the British government, and to the pockets of Turkish
brigands as ransoms for the liberation of Englishmen
kidnapped by them in Turkey. The reader will no doubt
be shocked at this statement, but we ask him to read
what follows with patience and then judge for himself,

As almost everybody knows by now, Turkey, which
acquired Cyprus by conquest in 1571, transferred the ad-
‘ministration of the Island to the British Governtment un-
der a Convention dated the 4th June 1878, entered into
between them; whereby Eangland had undertaken to join
the Sultan of Turkey in defending his Asiatic territories
if Russia had attempted to take any more of those terri-
tories, and, in return, the Sultan of Turkey promised to
England to make necessary reforms to he agreed upon bet-
ween them and to introduce them into his government for
the protection of his Christian and other subjects living
in Turkey; and in order to enable England to make ne-
cessary provision for executing her engagement, the Sul-
tan of Turkey consented to assign the island of Cyprus
to be occupied and administered by England.

This agreement was broken first by Turkey because
not only she never made the promised necessary reforms
for the protection of the Christian population living in
Turkey, but because also in 1897, 1909 and 1918, the
Turks massacred over One Million Christian Armenians
and other Christians living in Turkey. In any case, the
said Convention was definitely and finally broken by
Turkey, when she betrayed her friend and ally, Great
Britain, joined Cermany and Austria on the 5th Novem-
ber 1914, declared war against Britain who then abrogat-
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ed and declered null and void the said Convention and
all other supplementary agreements relating thereto, and
annexed Cyprus to the British possessions as from Noe
vember 5, 1914, and Great Britain was relieved as from
that date from her obligation -to defend Turkey against
any Russian attack. As a matter-of fact, during the 1914~
1918 First World War, Russia also declared war against
Turkey and attacked her with the help of Britain, and
Britain attacked Turkey with the help of Russia,

The said Convention of June 4, 1878 contains no
agreement or promise whatsoever for the payment of any
money consideration to Turkey as «Tribute» or otherwise,
The only considerations mentioned therein consist of mu~
tual promises to perform certain acts, which were never
performed by either side.

However, on an afterthought, the parties to the said
Convention prepared and signed on July 1, 1878, an An-
nex thereto, which, among cthers, contained the iollowing

two relevant articles, in Artiele IIT of which, provision

was made for the payment of money by England to

Turkey:

ARTICLE III «That Englond will pay to the Porte
{Turksy) whatever is the present excess of the Reve-
nue over the bxpenditure in the Island: this excess
to be calculated upon and determined by the average
of the last five years, statzd to be 22,936 purses to
be duly verified hereafter, and to the exclusion of
the produce of State and Crown lands let or sold dus-
ing that period».

(Note: A «purse» used to be a certain amount of Turkish
money; however, the excess referred to was finally
agreed to by the parties to be £ 92,799-11-34)).

ARTICLE 1IV. «That the Sublime Porte may freely sell
and lease lands and other property in Cyprus belong-
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ing to the Ottoman Crown and State, the produce

of which does not form part of the Revenue of the

Island referred to in Article TII».

But there is wno provision either in the Convention,
or the Annex, or any other agreement that Cyprus was
to pay «ribute to Turkey» or any «Share fo the Turkish
Debis, There is only a provision in the above Article 1II
of the Annex for the payment by England to Turkey of
the PRESENT excess of Revenue over the Hxpenditure,

Three things of great importance are clear in the
above Article III of the Amnnex to the Convention, the
following :

a) That the Annex of July 1, 1878, does not provide
that the excess of Revenue over the Expenditure was to
be paid annually, or every year.

b} That the excess to be paid was «the presenis
excess, that is the excess of that financial year only;

¢) That Englond, and not Cyprus, ucdertocok to pay
the amount to Turkey.

d) That neither the Comvention of June 4, 1878, nor
its Annex of July 1, 1878, nor the Supplementary Agree-
ment of February 3, 1872, provided for the payment of
any «Tribute» to Turkey,

e) That the annual payment of £ 92,799-11-3d. was
actually and really in substance and in fact a payment of
«ivibute» to Great Brifain, which the British Govern-
ment camoutlaged under the cloak of «T'ribute to Turkeys,
in order to avoid adverse comments and condemnation by
world public opinion,

‘The following facts clearly prove the above points:

1. On February 8, 1879, Great Britain and the Tur~

kish Porte entered into & Supplementary Agreement relat-
ing to the above Article IV of the said Apnex to the
Cenvention, which provided for the yearly payment of
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£ 5.000 for the occupation of certain properties of the Tur-
kish Porte in Cyprus. The said Supplementary Agreement
geads as follows:

«All property, revenues and rights reserved to the Ot-
toman Crown and Government in the said Article IV of
the Annex to the Convention of the 4th June, including
all revenue derived from tapous, mahloul and intical
(Turkish names of different kinds of real property)
are commuted hereby for a fixed annual payment of
£ 5,000 to be made by Her Britannic Majesty’s Go=
vernment to that of His Imperial Majesty the Sultan
every year during the British occupation of Cyprus,
to be calculated from the beginning of the next finan-
cial years,

It is significant that the parties to the Convention
considered it, on the one hand, necessary to provide twice
in the above Supplementary Agreement that the payment
of the comparat:vely small sum of £ 5,000 shall be an
«annual paymanfy, and that it is to be made by the British
Government to the Turkish Government «every year» and
during the period of iha British administration of Cyprus;
and that, on the other hand, they did not consider it ne-
cessary to state even once in Article ITI of the said Annex
that the payment of the excess of Revenue over the Ex-
penditure was to be made «annucily» or «every year» in
gpite of the fact that the amount of £ 92,799-11-3d was
more than 18 times larger than the said £ 5,000 of the
Supplementary Agreement! And it must be borne in mind
that Couventions and Agreements of such importance bet-
ween nations are prepared and drawn up most carefully
by the best legal and financial experts of each Govern-
ment ; althongh even a novice would not have left out
the words «annually» or «every years, if payment was so
agreed,




Therefore, the words contained in the gaid Article I{I
of the Annex saying «that England will pay to the Porte
whatever is the present ercess of the Revenue over the Ex-
penditure in the Island» means in substance and in fact
what it says «the Present excessy, that is, the excess of
that particular current financial year of 1878; and as Bri-
tain was in a hurry to take Cyprus over before the Berlin
Conference of 1878, she agresd to pay Turkey the excess
of Revenue for the whole of that financial year, although
she was not in possession of the Island for the whole
vear; but as the amount could not be ascertained before
the closing of the accounts of the financial year, it was
agreed that England should pay te Turkey the sum to be
found to be the average for one year based on the exces-
ses of the Cyprus reveasues over the expenditures of the
previous five years.

2. Although Article TII of the said Annex of the Ist
July 1878, expressly provides that «Englond will pay» the
said present excess of Revenue over the Expenditure ; and
the said Supplementary Agreement of February 3, 1879
also expressly provides that the «payment of £ 5.000 is to
be made «By Her Britannic Majesty’s Covernment»; and
although rowhere in the said Aunex, or in the said Sup-
plementary Agreement any mention is made that either or
bothh sams shall be pzid by Cyprus, or by the British Go-
vernment from Cyprus Revenue, yat, Grecot Brilain, the
then richest nation in the world, comp:lled the impoveri-
shed people of Cynrus who were placed und.r her Prote~
ction, fo pay fo the waalthy Great Brifain against their
will, and in spite of continuous island wide protests and
abjections, the sum of £ 92.799-11-3d every ysor for EO
years.

8. But thisis not a'l: Net o single penny was paid
out of the above sum to Turkey, although it was eutered
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every year in the Annual Estimates of the Cyprus Govern-
ment as «Tribute fo Turkey». This sum of £ 92,799~11-3d
was deducted every year from the Cyprus public re venue
and transferred to the British Treasury in Englad for 50
whole years, that 1s, 2 total of £ 4,639,978 gold pounds;
and out of this sum Great Britain was paying annually
£81.752 to theEnglish creditors of Turkey as interest on a
loan of £ 8,815,200 which Turkey borrowed from certain
English capitalists for the purposes of the Crimean War,
zad the surplus, amounting to £ 11,047-11-84 was placed
every year in a separate Fund and invested in Counsols,
and out of this gccumuiaied surplus, the British Govern-
ment was paving ransoms to Turkish brigands for the
liberation of Englishmen who were from fime to time
kidnapped by them in Turkey.

Captain C.W J. Orr, a former British Colonial Secret-
ary to the Government of Cyprus, who also acted as Go-
vernor on several occasions, describes as follows the so-
called «T'ribute to Turkey», at page 48 of his book entitled
«Cyprus Undsr British Rulew, published in 1918 :

«3ut not a penny of this so-called «Tibute to Tur-

key» has been paid fo the Oftoman Government

and, in point of fact, it never reaches Constantinople

{now Istanboul) at gil. It is uiilized to pay the share-

hotders of the Otftoman Loan of 1855, which is gua-

ranteed by England and France and amounts io
£ 3,8 5200 The interest of this loan is £ 81.752, and
the surplus from the Cyprus Tribute which remains
every year after the debt charge has been sati-
sfied is invested in Consols and forms a separate
fund. The last Return laid before the House of

Commons relating to this Fund is dated Awugust 13,

ju12. and shows that the Consols purchased with

the surpluses from the moneys arising from the Re-
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venue of Cyprus amounted on March 31, 1912 to
£430,178-11-7d, and there is a note to the effect
that «the aggregate surplus would have been pro
tanto increased, had not the amount of £ 24,383-4-4d
been paid oui of the «Tribufe» in the years 1882 to

1886 for the ransoms of Captain Synge and Mr

Sutern. :
{As per Return of the Honourable House of Gommons of

August 7, 1912. Parliamentary Paper H. of (. 818)».

And Sir Ronald Storrs, a former British Governer of
Cyprus, explains at page 505 of his bock entitled «Orien-
tations» what eventually happened to the balance of the
above-mentioned accumulated suspluses, as foliows:

«Cn the lst july 1931, the Chancelior of the Exchequer

had announced to Parliament that the accumulated

surplus from the payments made from Cyprus revenue
as «Tribute to Turkey» had been disposed of by Great

Britain, for the Sinking PFund of the Turkish loan

guaranteed by Great Britain in 1855».

4, But what disclosed to the proverty-stricken people
of Cyprus this disgraceful exploitation and made itstill more
shameful and shockingly inequitous, was the fact that,
although Turkey, the ally snd friend of Great Britain, bro-
ke her alliance with Britain in 1914 and declared war
- against her and her Allies: and although on the 5th No-
- vember 1914, Great Britain abrogated, cancelled and de-
lared null and void the said Convention of the 4th June
8, the Annex of the Ist July 1878, which provided for
he payment of £ 92,799-11-3d to Turkey, as well as the
tary Agreement of the 3rd February 1879,
vided for the payment of £ 5,000; and although
e day Great Britain proclaimed to the whole
the annexation of Cyprus to the Britich Crown and
people of Cyprus as British subjects as

from the 5th November 1914, thus severing every com-
aection of Cyprus with Turkey; yet, Great Britain, in
spite of island-wide protests, continued compeiling the
people of Cyprus to pay ihe so-called «fribute fo
Turkey» of £ 92,799-11-3d to Great Britain until the
year 1927.

% Soon after the bth November 1914, Great Britain re -
baptized the said arbitrary imposition from «Tribute fo
Turkey» into «Share of Cyprus to The Turkish Debt Chay-
gen, and continued compelling the impoverished slaves,
the people of the Island, to pay the said sum of £ 92,799~
11-3d to Great Britain, who paid it to the English credi-
tors of Turkey {for a debt they never guaranteed, they
never borrowed, they never consented to :

And Sir Ronald Storrs, writing at p. 491 of his book
«Orientations» published in 1937, that is after 60 years
of British Administration, says that:

«Cyprus is in truth decadly poors.

6. In 1625, Britain declared Cyprus a Crown Colony,
and vet the people of Cyprus were still compelied 19
pay fo Great Britcin the tribute of & 92,799-11-3d uniil
the end of the year 1927, when it was abolished at the
intervention of the then Governor of Cyprus, Sir Renald
Storrs who, at page 4718 of his book «Orientations: says
that:

«Before leaving England, I had urged the Colonial

Office and, with their approval, the Treasury, that it

was high time to abolish the inequity of the Turkish

Tributen.

And at page 484 of his same Book, he was not afraid
to give his opinion about that «Tribute»:

«What was entirely unjustifioble was that this sum,

which was evaluated with scrupulous exactitufe
characteristic of foked accounts as £92,799-11-3d
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shouid have been made a yearly charge, not upon

the British Treasury, but upon the revenues of Cy-

prus».

What connection or responsibility, either moral or le-
gal or at all, did the people of Cyprus have with the Na-
tional Debt of Turkey to her English imperialist credi-
tors, only the stretch of an Hnglish Imperialist brain and
imagination can invent,

And the poverty-stricken Cypriots, who were in peace-
time and war-time paying a yearly tribute to their Bri-
tish Imperial Masters and ransoms for the freedom of En-
glishmen kidnapped by the Turks, they were, in addition,
twice deceived into fighting for freedom, democracy and
juctice, both in the first and the second World Wars; but
they found out, only too late, that they shed their blood
for the freedom of their British lmperialist Masters and,
alas, for the perpetuation of their own slavery. This is one
of the blackest pages in the History of British Colonial
Imperialism.

7. Captain C. W, J. Orr states as follows at page 47 of
his same boolk:

«it is somewhat surprising that the Imperial Govern-
ment should have decidsd this sum should be a
charae on the revenue of the lIslandy.

And at page 48 of the same book, he continues:

ain these circumstonces it con hardly be o matter
of surprise that the poyment of this «iributen frem
Cyprus revenue hos baen o subject of buning dis-
satisfaciion amongst Cypriot people ever since the
British occupation. The drain imposed on the reve-
e by the enormous annugl payment has paralysed
sgress and left baorely sufficient funds fo keep
administraifve machinery in working order whilst
little for such vilal purposes as education

road construction, agriculiure and re-afforestation.

The guection was more than once brought up in de-

bate in the House of Commons, and hos formed the

subject of innumerable memoranda from the Cy-
prus pecple to the British Government».

But in vaini The British Imperialist Conservative
Governments would not listen to either justice, reason,
or honour,

To realize the detrimental effect this drain of £92,799-
11-33 had on the economy of the Island, one must have
in mind: (a) the annual Revenues of Cyprus for the years
1878 to 1827, which are given hereunder, taken from the
Cyprus Government Annual Estimates and Reports: (b}
the gradual increase of the population and consequent in-
crease of demands on Cyprus revenues for education and
public works;

Census  Population  Revenus Total Yearly Yearly Balance of
Tear ’ Year Reveaue of Cyprus Tributa Revenue

1851 186,178 1878--TY9 £ 139,586 Deduct £92,800 £ 46,736
1891 200.286 183 -—5% 149 362 » £ 92800 £ 56,562
1801 237.022  1893—99 210234 »  £92800 £ 117,434
1911 274000 193300 803477  »  £92.800 £ 210877
1921 210,715 19{3—13 810,499 » £ 92300 £ 517,698
1931 841,939 1327 703,300 » £92300 g 013,196

8. And when this Tribute of £ 92,799-11-3d was even-
tually abelished in 1927, the British Government imposed
in its place, upon the Cypriot taxpayers the yearly pay-
ment, as from 1928, to the British Treasury of £ 10,000 for
the so-called «Defence of Cypruss by Britain’s forces, which
she is now using against the people that paid it to her,

Sir Rona'd Storrs at page 477 of his same book sta-
tes this great truth:

aALIEN RULE IS NOT EASY TO BEAR, SAVE BY THE LOWEST
‘ SAVAGESY,
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4 FEW MORE EXAMPLES OF EXPLOITATION OF CYPRUS WEALTH

FGR THE BEMEFIT OF THE BRITISH T0 THE LOSS OF
THE CYPRIOTS,

1’. IMPORTATION OF MOTOR CARS, ACCESSORIES, PARTS, OIll, PE-
TROL, REFRIGERATORS AND WIRELESS SETS MADE N ENGLAND.

From the time the motor car was invented, until the
end of the Second World War, there were imported into Cy-
prus from all manufacturing countries at competitive prices
about 5,00) motor-cars in all. From the end of the war
and until 1853, the Cyprus Government permitted their
importation from England only and thereafter allowed a
very small number of motor cars to be imported from
other countries.

In spite of continuous protests and requests by the lo=
gal press and the people to restrict the importation of mo-
for cars to a reasonable extent, and thus reduce the ever
increasing adverse balance of trade of the Island, the Go-
vernment encouraged it so that between the years 1845 and
1955, about 5,000 motor cars were imported from England,
worth many millions of pounds. According to the Govern
ment Annual Colonial Report for 1954, page 85, «The num-
ber of civilian vehicles imported annually has now reached
83,0002 ; in comssquence, a corresponding increass in the
importation of accessories, tools, tyres, spare parts, oil and
petrol, has taken place, alse worth many millions of
pounds, transferred from the pocketsof the Cypriots to the
pockets of the British manufacturers and eil companies,
their share-holders, employees, exporters, shipping compa-
nies and to the British Treasury through Income Tax.

The above statement applies also to refrigerators and
wireless-sets made in Bngland,

i

On the other hand, the British Government in En-
gland, mindful of their country’s economy have, ever since
the war, imposed restrictions on the sale of motor cars to
persons residing in England, and no one is allowed to buy
3 motor car wunless he is the holder of a special licence

o buy.

"T'he British Heads of the various Government depart-
ments of the Islend advise their local subordinates to buy
a motor car andjor a refrigerator, and/or a wireless set
with the offer by the Cyprus Government to pay the whole
price to the seller infadvance, and recover the amount irom
the Governiment official buyer by small monthly deduct~
jons from his salary, Many local officials, to avoid dis-
pleasing their Hnglish Chief on whose recommendation
their promotion and future depend, buy one or more of
the above articles, even though they cannoct converdently
afford to do so.

2. IMPORTATION OF ENGLISH CIGARETTES TO QUST LOCAL
CISARETTE INDUSTRY.

Until the beginning of the Second World War, En-
glish cigarettes were almost nunknown in Cyprus, and their
smokers did mot exceed 200 to 300 persons, mostly En-
glish ; all other smokers were using cigarettes manufactur-
ed by the 7 local factories from locally grown and from
Greek, ‘Turkish, and Virginian tobacco. During the war,
however, the Government who controlled the importation,
production and distribution of both tobacco and cigarettes,
restricted the manufacture of Cyprus cigarettes and en-
cotraged the importation of English cigarettes from Bri-
tain. In consequence, Cypriot smokers were cbliged to
buy English cigarettes and within a few months they got
into the habit of smoking them. ‘

The Government, however, ignored the protests of
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the local Press and of the local Manufacturers and wer e
indifferent to the damaging effects their refusal to restrict
the importation of English cigarettes had on the local ci-
garette industry, labour, and the Cyprus public economy
in general. But they did not care so long as they benefited
the English Cigarette Manufacturers, their English em-
ployees, their English exporters, the Shipping Companies
and the Income Tax Office in England, who enjoyed pro-
fits at the expense of the Cypriots.

The following are extracts from an article published
in the local English newspaper the «Cyprus Post and
Embros» under the heading «Imported Cigarettes Enjoy
Many Advantages Over Cyprus Brands»

«Hlsewhere in this issue, we draw attention on the

subject of unfair treatment of raw materials in local

industry, to a handicap placed upon our cigarette

industry in respect of taxed raw materials.
«Qur investigations in this connection have revealed

other serious handicaps. We have already come out
strongly on the subject of the present heavy import-
ation of cigarettes from the point of view of:

1. Its effect upon local employment ;

2. Its uselessness ;

3. Its short-sighted policy if revenue is the be-all and
all of our Treasury’s aim»,

«CYPRUS CIGARETTES MUST HAVE PROTE.CTEON

» Let us start with the import duty on the raw to-

bacco, Some years ago the import duty on raw tobacco

was 2 shillings per oke, and the drawback on re-ex-

port 1 shilling 4 piastres per oke, (One cke is equal to
2 3)4 lbs. weight).

- »Today, the import duty has risen to 5 shillings per

3 v

oke, but the draw-back remains unchanged at
1 shilling and 4 piastres,

» Local cigarette manufacturers are bound to make up
their packets to contain a minimum of 8 drams of
tobacco in the large packets and 4 drams in the small.
» No such restriction exists in the case of imported ci-
garettes. The packets can contain any amount of to-
bacco.

» The local manufacturer being obliged to distribute
in packets containing not less than 8 or 4 drams of to-
bacco respectively, the local factories cannot get more
out of an oke of tobacco than 50 packets of 8 drams.
» Out of the same oke imported brands get as much
as they like; frequently they getas much as 57 to B9
packets per oke.

» Put the wholesale value of these § extra packets at
14 pilastres—a very low figure—and the imported
brand gets an extra 2 shillings and 7 piastres per oke
net advantage enjoyed by the imported brand.

» An advantage to which should be added not only
the effect of the advertising catried in the English
newspapers, periodicals and magazines imported into
Cyprus, and the goodwill established during the war
by the services stationed in Cyprus, but the extra
duty paid by the Cyprus manufacturer on cigarette
paver, customs, duty, cartons, etc.

» Then we have not said all. There is stiil the diffe-
rence indrawback, and the fact that an oke of tobacce
leaf does not make an oke of finished tobacco»..

3. CYPRUS BROADCASTING STATION.

Whereas Cyprus is mainly an agricultural country,
and it is ahsolutely necessary for it to replace, if any pro-
gress is to be made in the production of agricultural pro-
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ducts, the primitive wooden plough, the hand—sickle, the
ox-drawn threshing board, and the winnowing of its ce-
reals, by modern tractors, reaping and threshing mwachines
and other modern agricuitural implements, the Cyprus Gos
vernment, in spite of protests from the press and the peo~
ple, built, erected and installed for the disseminaticn of
their political propaganda to praise the so-called benefits
and goed things of colonialism, at a cost to the Cypriot
Tax payer of a guarter of 2z million pounds, a Broadca-
sting Station near Nicosia with an English Management
and technicians and about £ 100,000 every vear to main-
tain and operate it, And in order to encourage and increase
the importation of short-distance Radie sets, in the hope
that the pecple will not be able to listen in to the more
distant Athens and other Greek Stations, the Government
has removed all import duty on such sets, a plan which
has tremendously Increased their importation to about
2000 seis per month, to the loss of Cyprus economy,
and to the profit and benefit of the English manufacturers
of broadcasting [machines and apparatuses, wireless re~
ceiving sets, accessories and parts, the exporters, ship-
ping companies and the English Income Tax.

4. THE ONLY MATCH FACTORY.

There was established in Cyprus a Matck Factory by
a local Company, just before the end of the war. It was
the first and only Match Factory in Cyprus. But, instead
of assisting this new industry, of which the Island was in
great need, the Government made its existence impossible
- and sbout four years later, it had to close dewn. From the
' day of its opening, the Government installed an excise of-
" ficer.on its premises to collect the excise duty payable on
its production of matches. Two notes which appear under
the heading «Main Heads of Taxations, at page 37 of the

Government Annual Colonial Report for 1854, are repro-

duced hereunder, as they speak for themselves:

«(ii) Matches manufactured and sold im Cyprus: Excise
duty equal to the rate of Customs import duty payable
for the time being on matches of British Commonwe-
alth origin imported into the Colony., No excise duty
was collected on matches during the year 1954, as the
only factory in Cyprus did not operate».

¢license Feesy; ‘

Annually

«License for the manufacture of matches £ 100.
» » @ » playing cards 1

» » » » beer 25.

» > » » intoxicating liquor 10,

From the above official notes, it is obvious that the
Government, in spite of the fact that this was the first and
only Match factory in Cyprus, fixed the highest annual
fee of £ 100for a license to operate, and that the excise
duty was as high as that for imported matches from En-
gland, Australia and other British countries; but in addit-
ion they had to pay import duty on raw materials which
the imported matches did not have to pay.

The Match Company asked the Government fo remove
the excise duty on their matches for the first 2 or 3 years,
to enable them to have a good start, but the Government
refused to do so: then they asked the Government to re-
duce the excise duty, but they refused them again; later,
they asked the Government to restrict the importation of
matches from ahroad, but in vain., Consequently, it was
compelled to close down. It did not pay British exploit-
ation to encourage the local match factory to compete
against English and Australian matches in the local
market, '
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. §. THE CARPASS SEED-OIL WORKS FACTORY

The «Carpass Oil Works» factory, which was established
after the war, with modern machinery and plant and a re"
finery, with the object of extracting oil from seeds, has
not been able to function until recently, owing to the re-
fusal of the Government to allow it an oil-seed allocation
to import the seed from abroad.

§. CLOSING DOWWN OF FIVE JAM, MARMALADE AND PRESERVES
FACTORIES.

The Government has never given any material or mo-

ral assistance or encouragement to local people for indu-

stry in Cyprus. All Cypriot industries in the Island owe
their existence to the enterprising spirit and the perseve-
rance of Greek Cypriots who had overcome even obstacles
put in their way by the Government, before succeeding;
but several industries failed entirely, due to Government
obstacl's, mnecglect ox indifference. To give only a few
examples:

There were in the Island, until the war broke out,
and during the war, Five Jam, Marmalade and Preserves
factories which, since the end of the war, had to close
down owing to the fact that their owners could rot per-
suade the Government to provide them !with sugar at a
reasonable price, the Government having taken upon them-
gelves the importation and monopoly of sugar, selling at

about 100 per cent profit on its cost. Owing to the exorbi-

tant price of sugar, the local manufacturers found it impos-
gible to compete with jams, marmalades and preserves the
importation of which was encouraged from Hngland and
 Australia, and which were sold at much lower prices than
it cost the local factories te produce, inspite of the fact
there were and are produced in the Island a great

rariety of plenty and cheap fruits, in consequence of which
eir market was also affected; but, on the other hand, it
s benefited immensely the English and Australian jam
nd marmalade manufacturers, employees, exporters, ship-
ing companies and the Income Tax Office in England
and Australia, to the loss of the Cyprus industry, work-
"men and finance,

When the field was thus cleared of the local jams
marmalade and preserves factories, there appzared in Cy-
prus Mz, Smediey, the Head of several Smedley Canning
factories in Britain whe, after several meetings with the
Governor, decided to build and establish a large jim, mar~
- malade and pressrves factory in Limassol, which he did by
" the end of 1954. And as scon, as the Smedley Canning
Company began establishing itself in Cyprus, the Govern-
ment abandoned. as from Qctober 1, 1853, its monopoly on
sugar and handed it over to the importers and competi~
tion, and its price fell to half of what it was when under
Government control,

The following is an extract from page 65 of the Cy-
prus Annual Colenial Report for 1974 ;

«A new canning factary started production in December

1954 in Limassol district. This factory employs 125

petsons and specialises for the time being in the cap-

ning of grape fruit. Production is 800 dozen cans daily».

V. CEMENT FACTORY

The Governor of Cyprus. showed his favouritism also
for another English Company, to manufacture cement in
Cyprus, and proceeded to enact a law, the object of which
was to secure, guarantee and invest the said Company with
privilezes, such as were never accorded to any enterpise
belonging to Cypriots. :
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This is admitted at page 67 of the Cyprus Govern-
ment Colonial Report for 1953, which says that:

«The Cement Industry Law, of 1952, can be used for

protecting a particular cement manufacturing under-

taking, to guarantee security of licence and to grant
to a particular company exclusive rights to quarry in
certain areas»,

A similar statement is made at page 68 of the Cy-
prus Annual Colonial Report for 1954 that: «A special
law was enacted in 1952 to assist the cement industry
which is expected to start production daring 1955».

8. INDIFFERENCE AND NEGLECT TO HELP FIND FOREISN MARKETS
FOR CYPRUS PRODUCTS.

On the other hand, although Cyprus produces many
things which are consumable and imported in Great Britain,
suich as wines, brandies, vime products, potatoes and
fruits of all kinds, yet the British prefer tobuy such goods
from foreign countries, unless they can get them from their
own colony at much cheaper prices. Nor have the Govern-~
ment introduced any insurance system to protect growers
$rom the losses and damage due to hail or floods, in spite
of numerous meetings and processions of the farmers in
protest against Government indifference, Potato growerg
have on several occasions come to the capital with trucks
full of potatoes and going through the town have thrown
th m away into thz streets as protest against the Govern.
ment’s neglect and  ind'fierence to find markets for them,

It is not long ago that the British Supply Department
was importing citrus fruit from Israel at prices that were
kept secret between them, and refused to buy Cyprus ci-
trus fruit at the same prices as those paid to [srael dur-
ing thesame season. The Cyprus exporters and citrus grow-
ers were obliged te send depatations to Furgland more
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than once, offering their citrus to the British Governmen)
at . the Israel prices, without even knowing them, but the
.Bntish Supply Department would not accept the offer and
ipsisted on a price fixed by that Department which was’
iess than the price it cost the exportersand growers. Event-
ually an agreement was arrived at, but with a difference:
this is better explained by the article which appeared in
the local English newspaper «Cyprus Post and Embross
on the 16th December 1948, which is as follows:

«CYPRUS AND [SRAEL CITRUS FRUIT»
«DISCRIMINATION IN LONDON»

_«The particular case that we have in mind just now
is that of Cyprus and the citrus fruit trade, in which
Britain has a considerable interest. We have been fol-
lowing closely the course of negotiations which began
on October 11, when a delegation of Cypriot fruit
growers came to London seeking sn agreement with
the Ministry of Food. After ten days discussions with
officials of the Ministry and the Colonial Office the
visitors returned home with nothing accomplished, The
deadlock arose over prices.

» Britaln has bought since the war large amounts of
citrus fruit from Cyprus and Israel and the island’s gro-
wers have complained of a marked tendency for the
Government to pay more for Israel products than for
’c_heir own, although there was no difference in qua-
lity. Last year the Cypriots asked for the same prices
as those paid to the Israclis and the Government
agreed after comnsiderable negotiation.

» Cyprus sold to the United Kingdom in 1948 about
30 ‘million oranges as well as large quantities of grape
fruit and eventually it became known that, although
the government had been apparently paying Israeil
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growers not more than the agreed price, they had®
in fact paid more by way of bonuses and suppie-
meniary gronts additional fo the basic price. The

Cypriot growers protested and were informed «off the

record» that Israeli labour-costs were higher than those
in Cyprus and the Israeli products could therefore, com”
mand a higher price. This looks like an interesting
application of Marx’s Labour Theory of Value,
» The growing and marketing of citrus frauit crops
constitute a major industry and provides a major soux-
ce of revenue for Cyprus. At present the United
Kingdom has a favourable trade balance over Cyprus
amounting to about 6 millions. Should we mnot ask
what may be the effect of such a policy; this kind of
produce outside the sterling areaappears to be small
and Britain as a bulk buyer holds a monopolistic
position». '

Regarding the quality of Cyprus oranges, Sir Ronald
Btorrs, a former Governor of Gyprus (1926—1932) says as
follows at page 485 of his hook entitled «Orientations»
published in 1937:

«...district of Leflka, which produces oranges pronounced
by an eminent Citrus authority to be supericr te tho-
se of Jaffa itselfs.

Nor does the Government ever attempt to find mar-
kets for the Cyprus produce. The only thing they have
recently done, was to spend £2,000 only for advertising i
newpapers and small leaflets Tourism in Cyprus together
with potatoes and other fruits.

9. ADVERSE BALANCE OF TRADE CREATED BY GOVERNMENT PO-

LICY AGAINST CYPRUS FOR PURPOSE OF BENEFITING BRITAfM
0 AND BRITISH CAPITAL TQ THE DETRIMENT OF CYRRUS.

he British official and non-cfficial Propagandists pride

hemselves that the overseas trade increases from year io

‘British administration,

Indeed, it does increase but ot the expense of the
poor Cypriot, who becomes poorer and poorer from year
to yvear, in favour and for the profit and benefit of his
Sritish Colonial Ruler from whose couniry many more mil-
liohns of pounds worth of luxury and unnecessary goods
of ali kinds are imported into Cyprus over and above
of what are exporied from Cyprus to Brifain, and thus
obsorb even most of the invisible expori-revenue of
the island.

The imports from non-sterling areas are under Govern-
ment control (See p. 47 of Colonial Annual Report 1954).

From the official statistics on the following page taken
from the respective annual Government Colonial Reports, the
reader wiil be enlightened about the economy of Cyprus.

The said Government figures speak for themselves
and no British propagandist can distort or alter them,
The trade between Cyprus and Great Britain and Austra-
iz during the last 9 years resulted into a steadily increas-
ing serious loss to Cyprus, but Britain refuses to take any
steps to control it.

Qut of the sum of £ 73,886,193, whick repre:
sents the value of imports from Britain into Cyprus, after
deducting the cost of the industrial products it represents,
the balance goes to the salaries and wages of emplovees
of the British manufacturers, into dividends and profits,
to Brisish exporters, British Shipping Companies and to
the Ewnglish Income Tax Authorities. It isfrom this Income
Taxg, indirectly derived from British manufacturers through
their export sales to Cyprus, that the British Government
are building and erecting their military base in Cyprus,
Tt is meney exported from Cyprus to Britain through the
above vicicus circle of colonial exploitation of the Island,
as above explained,




Yearly Loss

to Cyprus

£ 5.103.151
6.063,044
5.225,5660
4.921.458
7.717.249
6,789.112

Met imports from Gt. Bri-
848.5087

4.658.131
1.873.913
8.530.027
1.685.5623
4.072 861
4685514
8.031.735
4.971.719
1.817.393

showing loss to
2.418.664

Cyprus to the benefit of
£ 2.774.487

xports

Al
/]

tain and Australia over
E

Gt, Britain and Australia

8.708

1.332.484
8.561

14,424
4.839.000

B65.8378
2.764.766

358,560
1,182,820
9.926.903

762.464

53610

]

Australia
£ 1.474,943

Britain and

Ezports from
Cyprus to Gt,

Gt, Britain and Austrolia.

Imports from
Gt. Britain and
Australia
inte Cyprus
£ 4.259.730
2.877.034
5.871.951
1.882.703
£.862.511
2.061.401
6.299.764
864.021
7.450.280
8.794.199
8.833.643
1.825.067
10.101.000

Vear
»
1948

»
1949
1050

»
1951

»
1052

»

1253

'C;omparaiive Table of Imports and Exports from and to
1947

Gt. Britain
Gt. Britain
Australia

Gt. Britain
" Australia
Amnstralia
Gt. Britain
Australia
Ct. Britain
Australia

5.362.000
1.240.000

Com)

Gt. Britain
Australia

6.854.000

6,602,000
£ 49.065.004

5.902.000
952 000

nil
5.502.000
nil

44.010.519

£

1,240,000
11.211.000
59 NN

»
£ {0.000.a03

1954

Totals

Gt, Britain
Aunstralia

10. HOTELS INDUSTRY AND TQURISM

One of the most important industries in Cyprus has
always been the Hotel Industry which brought foreign
money into the Island. But this industry also has received
no assistance or encouragement from the Government. On
the contrary, it received discouragement. The best proof of
this is a statement made by Sir Ronald Storrs, a former

governor, contained in his Book <«QOrientations», pages
486487 ¢

«Hardly one of the thousand annual discoverers of Cy-
prus fails on his return bome to inveigh, sometimes in
the public press, against the Government’s neglect,
especially in the matter of hotels . .. . and if the im~
provement hitherto has been slow and slight it is for
the following reasons :

«The Cyprus Government has mnot the money fo
build, nor te guarantee the building of hotels. . ..
Most British officials and British residents dreaded
popularization as tending infallibly to raise the cost
of living»,

But, in spite of Government discouragement, obsta-
cles and indifference, Greek Cypriot enterprising men built
both luxury and first class hotels in each of the six towns
and on the mountain summer resorts, which are one of the
main sources of foreign money coming into Cyprus.

We believe that the above examples are sufficient to
show not only the intentional indifference, neglect and
cbstacles to the promotion of industry in Cyprus by the
foreign rulers of the Island, but also its colenial exploit-
ation at the expense of the Cypriot.
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14. FAVOURITISM AND PREFERENCE BOTH MORAL AND MATERIAL
FOR BRITISH GOVERNMENT CFFICIALS.

Excepting the Postmaster General who is now a
Cypriot, all the other Heads of the Government De-
partments, and almost all their assistants are and have
always been English; all of them paid out of the Cy-
prus Public Revenues much higher salaries than any of
those of the loeal Government officials, even though the
latter may be better fitted to serve the Island than the
English,

In addition to their very high salaries, all English of-
ficials are provided with houses, built by Cyprus Governe
ment at the expense of the Cypriot taxpayers, either com-
pletely furnished to the minutest detail, for which the En-
glish tenant is chargsed €,/° per annum on his salary in
lieu of reni, or 4Y/,°/, for an unfurnished house, buf noi
on the capital value of the furnished ox unfurnished house;
for example, if the yearly salary of the English official te-
nant is £2,000, being charged §°/, rent for a furnished
house, costs him £120 per annum, or £10 per month; and
if the house is unfurnished, he is charged 4%/, o/, i.e. £ 90
per annum, or £ 7.10.0 per month.

But the Greek, or Turkish, or other official, whose
salary may vary between £ 200 to £ 1000 per annum,
and asually has & big family to maintain, is left free to
find his house accommodation in the open market, when
he has to pay for an unfuraished house of smaller dimen-
sions and fewer conveniences than those supplied to the
¥nglish officals, from a minimum rent of £ 144 per 2m-
aum or £ 12 per month, to £ 360 per annum or £30 per
_month; if he cannot afford to pay remt for a house, he
.uts one or two rooms for himself and his family in =&
ise. occupied by another family. Moreover, in addition to

his salary and the cost of living allowance, every Eng lish!
Government official is paid an extra allowance cf 20"/,:
per annum on his salary, originally cailed «BExpatriation
Allowance», now renamed «Overseas Allowance»; so, if his
salary is £ £,000, he is paid an additonal sum of £400
per annum because, the poor fellow, voluntarily left fogg
cold EHngland to come and serve his own Government in
healthy, sunny Cyprus.

Neither the Greek, nor the Turkish, nor any Cypriot
official is paid any Overseas Allowance.

Further, the English Government official is entitled
to 8 monthsleave of absence on full pay from Cyprus every
18 months of service, which: he spends at his home in the
United Kingdom, and he is paid out of the Cyprus public
revenue first class return passages for himself and his
whole family of whatever number, including his servants.
On the other hand, the highest grade local official is allow-
ed to go abroad once every 3 years on leave of absence
on full pay, and he is paid cut of the Cyprus public funds
return passages for himself, his wife and one child only,
and on condition that he goes to Englond. Lower grade
officials, are granted leave of absence to go {o England with-
out their families, once every 5 yvears, and their tourist class
passages paid from public revenues. If a Greek official
wants to spend his leave in Greece, or 2 Turkish official to
spend it in Turkey, and not in England, then no passage
allowance at all is given to him but he has to pay his own
passage there and back

In 1931 the Governor's wooden house in Nicosia was
. destroved by fire. Its value was estimated pot to exceed
‘£1,000 at the time. But the Governor {although there
were in Cyprus both Government and private equally effi-
~cient architects, engineers and contractors) engaged Eng-
lish architects, engineers and contractors to build his new
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residence, who undertook to do it for £ 25,000; but even-
tually, it cost the poor Cyprus tax-payer £ 70,000. Sir Ro-
pald Storrs, the then Governor of Cyprus, makes the follow-
ing statement on this item at page 515 of his Book entitled
«QOrientations» which he published in 1937 :
NOTE 2. «With retarded and accumulated interest, the
plans of the new Government Houge, which I approved
at a total charge of £25,000, were subsequently rejected
and those substituted have already cost more than £50,
000. The full, final chorge of £70,000 imposed upon
the impoverished Inhobitants by the Cyprus Govern-
ment and sanctioned by the Colonial Office, was un-
justifioble inexcusable and unforgivablen,

12. PUCLIC FINANCE

Cyprus Public debt amounted to £6.219,262 on the 1st
of January 1955. This is represented by 7 loans contracted
in England, between the years 1932 and 1952, carrying in-
terest at 3%, 81)4%, 31)2% and 4 %.

On the other hand, the Cyprus Government raised
two local loans in 1943 and 1944 of £500,000 each, which
‘they reloaned to Gt. Britain, for the first of which she
pays interest at 1°/, per annum, and for the second loan
she pays no interest af all. (See Cyprus Government An-
nual Report for 1954 page 34).

Further, on page 35 of the same Report, one will see
a Statement of the Assets and Liabilities of the Island, as
at 2ist December 1954, from which there appear under

Cypms «Assets» the following two items, among others:
' Cash in Joint Colonial Fund £ 7,690,000
Investments——()n Account of Special Funds £ 8,468,304
£ 16,168,304
Although this amount which is in the control of the
nment in England shows no interest payable

to Cyprus, vet, when Cyprus is in need of mouney, the Bri-
tish Government makes loans to Cyprus charging her in~
terest from 3 % to 4% per annum.

13. DISCOURAGEMENT OF LOCAL INDUSTRIES

As a matter of fact, the Government discouraged the
promotion of any local industries, the like of which exi~
sted in Hngland or Australia.

The following extract from an article written by Lord
Winster, a former Governor of Cyprus (1947—48) and a
Member of the House of Lords, published in the «TIME
AND TIDE» of the 6th August 1949, is very significant
as exhibiting the intentions of the British regarding the
promotion of industries in their colonies :

«We have to face thefact that as parts of the Common-

wealth become industrialised, they will cease to look

to us as their supplier, which may make it difficult
for us to continue to support our working population
at its present strengths.

BRITISH ACHIEVEMENTS IN APATHY, NEGLIGENCE AND
INCOMPETENCE.

AGRICULTURE 15 THE BASIS OF THE ECONOMY OF CYPRUS, BUT
NOTHING HAS BEEN DONE BY THE BRITISH TO IMPROVE IT

Agriculture has made no progress during the 78 years
of British occupation although the island possesses the
plain of «Mesacria» abont 80 miles long by 35 miles wide,
and cone of the most fertile plains in the worid as the
well-known Geologist Professor de Gautrie of the Paris
University has, after careful examination, reported.
{See the Government Handkook of Cyprus of 1905).
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With the exception of a few small private farms which
use well-water pumped to the surface by the use of engi-
nes and pumps, or wheels driven by donkeys or oxen, or
hand-pumps, the whole plain depends entirely on the win-
ter rainfall for irrigation. With an average rainfsll of 14
inches during the short winter season of about 3 mon-
ths, nothing can grow except cereals. With a good regular
rainfall, a good crop is produced, but it often happens that
the rainfall and consequently the produoction is so low that
the farmer cannot recover from the soil even the guantity
of seed—corn which he had sown with his prayers and
hopes.

The Cyprus Government at page 19 of its Annual Co-
lonial Report for 1950 admit that:

«Agriculture is the basis of the economy of Cypruss

According to page 61 of the Government Census Re-
port for 1946, there are 50,873 Greek Iandowners, and
9,681 Turkish Landowners. The total farm population of
the island which includes women and children is 245,000
persoi.s who form 71 % of the total rural population or 5%
of the whole civilian population of Cyprus.

" But nothing has been done by the Government in any

vray to assist the Cyprus farmer in his endeavours.

Captain C.W.]. Orr, a former Colonial Secretary for
Cyprus, describes as follows agriculture and village life in
the Island at pages 18 and 142 of his book entitled «Cy-
prus Under British Rale»:
«Cyprus is pre-eminently an agricultural country and
the great majority of the inhabitants depend entirely
upon agriculture for their Ilivelihoods.
Viilage life in Cyprus in the 20th century differs lit-
n”all probability from what it has been for the last
ears. The sun-baked mud houses, the paved
; loors, the primitive agricultural implements

all recall the shadowy past, the days of the earliest ci-
vilization. The wooden plough, with its pointed metal
staff, is the same pattern as those which are to be seen
portrayed on the walls of ancient temples and similar
ones must have been in use for thousands of years»,
In the year 1929 the Government appointed a Commis-
sion consisting of an English Commissioner as Presi-
dent, English doctors and other members who mspecLed
all the villages of the island and reported on the peasants
way of living:

They found that 75 per cent of the rural pcpuiataon
suffered from anaemia due to underfeeding and other un-
hygienic conditions in which, owing to extreme poverty,
they lived: (for further details see this bock under «Housing
in Cyprus».

The Government Census Report of 1946, at page 60,
speaks as follows about irrigation in Cyprus

«MNo one denies that low produciion is largely due

to the unceriain rainfall and fo the small exient of

land which enjoys frrigation».

Only 81, % of the arable land is irrigable all the year
round (see p. 19 of Annual Colonial Report for 1950). The
grable land of Cyprus is about 2,600 sq. miles. Therefore
only 70 sq. miles, out of the 2,000, are irrigable all the year
round ! The total farmland irrigated by mmechanical means
is only 1.6%. (See p. 86 of the Government Census Re-
port for 1946).

The area of Cyprus is 3,572 sq. miles, which in Cy-
prus land measurements is 6,915,892 donums. (One donum
is 1,800 sq. va:ds or 1,338 sq. metres). Out of this area,
4,550,986 donums are privately owned ;

1,206,010 » » Government land and forests;
698,280 =@ » grazing areas; and
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480,116 donums are town and village sites, roads,
riverbeds, etc.
{See official Census, 1246, p. 61).
There are no Government agricultural units fo assist the
small poor field owner to cultivate his field, or to reap, or
thresh, or winnow by machinery or otherwise his crops,

nor was he ever assisted in providng himself with agricul-
tural tools or implements.

OUSRTA;NDING FACTS OF CYRPUS AGRICULTURE - Under British
ulz.

According to the Government Census Report of 19486,

p. 59, there are two outstanding facts of Cyprus Agri-
culture;

«It provides the farmer with a very poor standard of

living, and it no longer produces enough to feed the

Island’s population, still less to pay ior its other es-

sential needs,

«AS was shown in the Introductory Chapter, these de-

ficiencies are met by the sale of mining products and

by «invisible exportss, both of which are unceriain

SOUrCesy.

Until the beginning of the war, the tractor was un=
known to the farmer of Cyprus and, at the end of the war,
about 85 tractors only were imported by private individuals.
From 1945 to 1955 some of the richer farmers, who made
money during the war, and some co-operative societies
bought some tractors which they have been using to advan-ﬂ
tage. The area of land cultivajed mechanically in 1955 was
about 12 %, of that actually cultivated all over Cyprus; the
other 88°/; of the land has been cultivated by the primis
tive animal drown wooden or metal plough. In the same
percentage harvesting operations take place with the hand-
sickle or by uprooting the crops with the hands of the far-
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er and his family; the threshing of cerecls is done by the !
ageold methed of the threshing boord studded with flints
which Is drown round and round the threshing floor over
the spread sheaves by oxen or donkeys for doys; end .
the winnowing by throwing the threshed material infc.
the Western breeze in order {o separcie the wheat and:
barley seeds or beans from their dry hay! There are
in the island 28,604 primitive threshing floors in use {See.
Government Census Report for 1946, page 100, Table No 87). -
The following statement appears on page 80 of the
Government Census Report for 1946 .
«The traditional plough animals in Cyprus are a pair
of oxen or cows, but mules, horses, and even donkeys,
are used. In fact it will be seen that there is a tenden-
¢y to replace cattle by equines which are cheaper to
maintain and are considered by some to be better adap-
ted to modern ploughs, ete. The usual farm cart is
drawn by a2 single horse or mule, but double ox-carts
are also common. Donkeys are used for all sorts of
farm trousport and for threshing and water-wheel irrig-
ation buf, above all, for the personal transport of
fermers who have so much fravellimg to do between
their village and the scattered parcels of their farms.
Horses and donkeys are also greatly used for mule-
breeding, the bulk of Cyprus mules being actuzlly gen-
nets,
«Although if is not unusual to see cattle and eqguines
voked together, and although many farmers keep one
animal and borrow or hive the second, the general prace
tice, as one would expect, is that catile are maintained
in pairs by farmers of substance, while donkeys are,
on the whele, owned singly on holdings of small sizes.
And Sir Ronald Storrs, a former Governor of Cyprus,
writing at p. 491 of his Book «Qrieatations» published in

1
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11987, that is after 60 vears of British Administration
lﬂays that s
«Cyprug is in truth deadly poors.

AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION IS THE SAME AS T WAS AT THE
BERIINNG OF THE BRITISH OCCUPATION OF CYPRUS.

The production of wheat and barley in Cyprus has aot
increased during 77 years of British Administration of the
island. The following figures of production betweeu the
vears 18958 to 1953 taken from the Government Census
Report of 1948, page 93, and from the Government An-
aual Colenial Reports of 1952, and 1953, is as follows:

Wheat Basley
Bushels average Bushels averags
for one year - for one year

1396-99 1,798,060 2,061,000
1800-04 1,745,000 2,507,000
18G5 08 2,818,000 2,676,000
1210-14 2,230,000 2,001,000
191519 1,888,000 2,367,000
192024 2,262,000 2,098,000
1925 - 49 1,866,000 2,145 000
1920-34 1,870,000 1,708,500
1935 89 2,144 400 2,214,000
1940 - 45 1,721,006 1,738,000
1846 2,204,000 One Year 2:284.000 OuneYear
1953 2,075,000 » » 1,900,000 » »

The following Is anmother Government Statistic which
shows that during 77 years of British Administration there
has heen mno progress in agriculture. it shows the  area
cultivated and sown during the last years:
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Year Wheat, acres Barley, acres
1952 189,752 139,082
1953 181,963 140,347
1854 181,768 139,193

And the following tables of the other msin produce of
the Island taken from the same Report of 1946, and from
the Government Apnual Reports, also constitute indisputa-

. Bble evidence of the Government failure to improve agricul-
- ture in Cyprus or in any way to increase their production.

Vears Cotton {ungined) QOlivesin Carobs Vetches

Okes-average Qkes  in Kantars Bushels

i896- 9% 787,000 4,229 000 144,006 227,000
1800-04 222,800 1,865,000 148,800 18,1000
1605 - 09 560,000 8,321,000 188,800 223,000
1910- 14 1,539,400 : 5,066,000 229,600 186,000
1815-19 752,400 3,807,000  191,6C0 175,000
1920- 24 1,195,400 No record 254,800 188,000
1925-29 1,440,800 2 » 200,200 229,000
1950-34 1,099,200 » B 208,000 221,000
193538 1,440,000 6.753.000 192,000 235,000
1940 - 45 650,000 5,619,000 170,000 197,606
1946 605,000 4,961,000 185,000 288,000
1953 — 4520000 {1 Xantar

is equal to

180 Okes.

1 Cketo? g)g

Ibs)

Not only has fhere been no progress in agricultural
production and lvestock, but the fact that the populat-
fon of Cyprus has nearly trebled itself, ie, from about
186,000 inhabitants in 1878, it now numbers 520.000. makes
things much worse. In the old days, Cyprus was not only
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" self-supporting in the above products, but was exporting

wheat, barley, cotton, oil and other products, whereas it has
during the last two decades or so, been importing them.

Besides the above products, Cyprus produces a large

variety of fruits, such as grapes, apples, pears, plums, pea-
ches, quinces, figs and others, 21l of which are suffering
from various fruit diseases which render them unsaleable
in any merchantable quantities for export.

The olive fruit which Is one of the most Imporfant
items of the villager’s ond poor man’s diet, is entirely di-
seased. On the other hand, the olives and olive oil imported
from other countries, and parficularly from Greece, are ex-
cellent and heelthy., The Director of Agriculture in his
report entitled «Cyprus Agriculture 1938 - 1948», pages 28 -
80 describes as follows his Department’s activities relating
to the olives:

«Clives and olive oil are very important items on the

diet of the people of Cyprus. But only in the most ex-

ceptinnal years is the country self-supporting in these
commodities,

»One of the principal olive problems requiring solut

ion in Cyprus is the control of the olive fly {Dacus

oleae)... No satisfactery method of direct control of this
pest has yet been discovered...»

According te the official Census of 1948, there were
then growing on the Island 1,614,947 olive frees.

Another important frait ts the caroh. According io the
Census of 1948, there were on the Island 1,504,387 carob
trees, the fruit of which is a very important expost aand a
big source of revenue.

At page 30 of the «Cyprus Government Agricultural
Report 1938 - 1948» the {ollowing interesting statements
are made by the Director of Agriculture : .

«The carob rat attacks the trees at certain times of the
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year, peeling strips of bark from the smaller branches,
and frequently wringing them, causing them to die.
Damage to individual trees may be considerable and
in certain localities, especially valleys, many tirees
may be affected.
»In 1929 a Rat Control expert was called to the Island
from England and, on his recormmendations, the sy-
stem of payment for rat tails was abandoned tempo-
rarily and a rat destruction campaign was organized
in 1930 - 81, in which poison was used, but this had
to be abandoned and revert to the rat tailss.
«In 1948 two Rat Experts were called, Mr. J.S. Watson
aad Mr. J.S. Perry, from Oxford. They recommended
poioning afters 3 months investigations.
«Mr. Watson was recalled in F ebruary 1947 and carried
out an ecological study of the rats as a basis for
the formulation of the Department’s future rat destruce
tion policy. He pursued his investigations with two
assistants until September 1948, Mr. Watson’s reports
brought out points of special importance in consider=
ing Government’s fulure rat destruction policy».

Mr. Watson’s report on the Oecology of Raks was
actually his thesis for a University degree and, while stu-
dying and preparing it, he was paid for it from the Cypriot
tax-payer’s money !

In the meantime the Government «Rat Policy» is un-
der consideration. But the Rats, not being able to apply
«birth control» multiply in the meantime by the million.

IRRIGATION.
There are no rivers in the Island and the torrents
which run rapidly during the short winter rainy season

flow inte.the sea carrying with them millions of tons of va-
luable soil and water. Nothing has been done by the Go-
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vernment to preserve either the soil or the water,

SOU FROSION AND SDIL CONSERVATION: 350 FAR NOTHING !
BEEN DOME B8Y THE BRITISH ADMINISTRATION,

There are no rivers in the Island and the torrents
which run rapidly during the short winter rainy season
flow into the sea carrying with them millions of tons of
valuable soil and water. Mothing has been done by the
Government to preserve either the soil or the water,

At page 484 of his Bock «Orientationss, first published
ir 1937, Sir Ronald Storrs, a former Governor of Cyprus
from 1996 to 1932, describes as follows the carrying away
into the sea of the valuable soil:

«Forests may not atiract moisture ; they certainly pre-

serve it, and a melanchely sight it was after heavy

rainfall to see the precious fluid that should have been
retained for Cyprus by the resistance of trees, carrying

away the life-giving humus in a dull yellow streak mi-

les long inte the sea».

Referring to agriculture and soil erosion, it was stated
in the House of Lords on the 23rd February 1954 by Lord
Winster that:

«I'wo things in the past have been the curse of agri- -

culture in Cyprus: First, the free vanging goats, and,
Secondly, soil erosion. The forests have been ravaged
by these free-ranging goats, and literally millions of
pounds worth of damage have been done by those ani
mals ; the forests have been destroyed, and there has
followed soil erosion and infertility». ‘
In all their propaganda, the British Government have
attributed the destruction of our forests and the comsegu-
ent erosion of the soil to the goats alone, but they carefully
avoid to mention the wholesale destruciicn of forests by

¢2

the British Covernment who razed to the ground miles of"

forests and felled millions of trees, from which they supplied .
timber and fuel to the British troops in Egypt, the:
Middle Bast and North Africa during the 1034 - 1918 and
ibe 19391948 World Wars.
Continuing his speech in the House of Lords on the:
a3rd February 1954, Lord Winster said that «Greot strides
nave been made in regord o soil erosiony. However, the
Cyprus Government Reports comtradict him and some of
them, like the Report of the Director of Agriculture, entitled
«Cyprus Agriculture 1988-1948» prepared during the time
Lord Winster was the Governor of Cyprus, state as follow
2t pages 4 and 5
«The problem of the control of soil erosfon first attrac-
ted sericus attention im Cyprus about 1953 i e. after
78 vears of British administration) when the then Assi-
stant Director of Agriculture carried out an extensive
survey, the results of which were embodisd in a bul-
letins, ‘
But it remained in the Bulletin. And the Report continues:
«Owing to the depletion of departmental staff during
the war, the building-up of a Soil Conservation Service
was not pessible....»
The Government Annual Colonial Report of Cyprus
on" }952 makes the following interesting statements on the
sibject, at page 4 thereof :
«The Soil Couservation Law 1952 was enacted but has
nol yet been applied. During the year, the programme
of training Soil Conservation Staff continued, particu-
farly in the use of new machinery»,
The Government Annual Colonial Report for 1953, at
page 5o, says that:
«The Soil Conservation Law of 1952 came into opera- -
tion on January 1,1953. In the course of the year, many
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applications were received from groups of farmers
wishing to form Soil Conservation Divisions.

But nothing was done, and the last Government An.
nual Colonial Report for 1954 at page 49, completes the
story with the following official statements :

«AMtempts to establish soil conservation divisions

under Soil Conservation Law of 1252, which became

operatfive in 1953, have not so far proved success-
fubs,

So, after 78 years of British occupation during which
period erosion reached a dangerous stage, the governor
enacted a law in 1952 to comserve the soil, which law
provided for the formation of Boards and the preparation
of schemes, and the levy of the expenses upon the lond-
owners, but has not as yet been applied!

These are «the great strides» that have been made in

regard to soil erosion. His Lordship would have been more
correct if he had stated that «soil erosion has made great
stides» | :

LIVESTOCK: NO iMPROVEMENT IN QUANTITY OR QUALITY DUR-
ING THE BRITISH OCCUPATION.

Extract from page 78 of the Government Census Re-
port of 1946

«How important livestock is to Cyprus may be judged

irom the following figures relating to 1945 :

(i) «Sheep and goats provided the main support of
some 35,000 persons. The gross annual income accru-
ing to farmers from livestock was of the order of
£3,000,000, of which £1,200.000 came from the pro-
ducts.

(ii) «Livestock and products form 14 ° of all agricul-
tural exports (£380,000 out of £2,700,000).
(i) «All requirements of the population in meat, meat fats
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and dairy produce, except £34,000 worth, were sup-
plied locally and there was a large net surplus for
5 export.»

{iv) «Livestock provided practically all the transport on
tarms and the chief fertilizing agent for agricultures.

But in spite of the great importance of Livestock,
both for local consumption and as a source of revenue from
export, the Government have done nothing ‘to increase its
production and quality.

The iolidwing Covernment admission is from page 80
of the same Census Report for 1948,

«Stagnation of the Livestock Industry and loss of soil

fertilitys,

«It is generally accepted that the numbers and quality

of stock have not substanticlly altered in the last 70

yeors, and that the land does not secure full benefit

from the manure dropped by the stocks.

The Census Report gives the following figures of the
Livestock population of Cyprus in 1946, and the Annual Co
lonial Reports for 1952 and 1984 give the figures of those
years, which show that there has been no improvement in
the livestock industry :

1945 1952 1054
Cattle of all types 39,839 30,257 84,718
Equines » » 71,608 54,988 59,081
Sheep > » 337,423 311,378 361,337
Goats »  » 197,138 163,126 182,041
Pigs » » 36,466 32,117 35,025
Poulitry 581,800 norecord no record
Rabbits 18,357 » »
Beehives, all types 24,223 » »
Camels - 821 447 308




1946, it is stated that:

«The total grazing flocks in Cyprus number very much

the same now as they did at the date of the PBritish
occupation, Le. 532.000 in 1879, and 519,000 in 1046y }

TAEATION: 1MPOSED DICTATORIALLY BY ONE MAN, THE BRI
TiSH GOVERNOR, CYPRUS 15 THE MIGHEST TANED BRITISH
COLOMY, AND IMCOME TAX SURPASSES THAT OF THE UNITED
KINGDOM,

British Vaxation on the people of Cyprus has been
crashing. It iz imposed npon them by the dictator Gover
nor and is increased from time to time apainst the will of
the popuiation, and in spite of island-wide protests,

The following Teble shows the official figures of the
Revenue of Cyprus from 1878 t0 183 7 by decades, and then
1939, the year the Second World War began, then 1945,
when the war ended, which shows that during that period
it became four times heavier ; theresafter, its crushing buge
den became heavier by adding to its already unbearable
weight over z million pounds om every succeeding vear,
until it has by 1955 exceeded £ 12,000,000, These figures
were taken from the Governpment Handbook of Cyprys,
and from the respective Annual Cyprus Colonial Reports.
The table speaks for itsalf:

Finacial Vear from Reveune Census Population
1 April to 81 March. £ Year
1378 - 79 139,588 1881 185,175
1883 « 89 149,352 1981 209,286
1898 - 99 210,204 1801 237,022
1908 - 08 308,477 1911 274,000
1918 - 19 610,499 1921 810,715
46

And at page 82 of the Covernment Census Report o

Change iato Calendar £
Pinancial Year :
1527 - 705,956 1931 547 959
1987 $26,0756
1839 950,000
1945 3,554,819
1948 4,517,132 1948 450,114
1947 5,121,176
1948 5,915,985
1549 4,957,844
1950 5,982,584
1651 7,201,062
1552 3,288,058
1853 9,578,449
1954 10,101,547
1955 11,000,000 1955 820,000
1958 15,000,000

And, although the population from the time of the
British occupation in 1878 %o the end of 1955, had met
even frebled itself, yet, the taxation had, during the same
petiod, been arbitrarily increased by 85 times mors.

In zddition to the ahove Government taxation and
other impositions, there have always been paid municipal
tawes, and the expense and compuisory labonr imposed
upon the inhabitants of viliages for the coustraction and
the repairs of public and village roads, {See under Roads
above), and the assessment and collection of mouney for
the construction and repairs of school buildings, school
furniture, ete., for the supply of drinking water,and others,

In 1954, the Cyprus Federatien of Trade and Industry
emploved an English Taxation Expert, Mr. Charles W,
Thacker, Fellow of the Institute of Taxation in England,
to go out to Cyprus, examine, study and report on Income
Tax. He completed his Memorandum of the 18tk Novem-
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ber 1954, and it was presented to the Governor of the

Island, Sir Robert Armitage, with several recommendations -

for relief, but in vain.

At page 1, of his Memorandum entitled "Tncome Tax
in Cyprus’, consisting of 90 pages, the English Taxation
Expert commenced his Report with the words of the Chan-
cellor of the Exchequer when introducing his «Incentive
Budget» in the United Kingdom in 1958,
¢l. No one would deny that the burden of taxation tow

day is too heavy, both on industry and on individu-

als, and that it drags down initiative and enterprises.
And then Mr Thacker continues as follows:

«Lest the comparison seem far-fetched, we hasten to
add that, in certain cases, income Tax in Cyprus
surpasses thai of the United Kingdom itseif; and
that over o broad range, Cyprus can, with justific-
afion be described s the highest taxed colony of
the whole Commonweaiihn,

«2. Aport from the high rates of fox, there are both
omissions from and defects in the scheme of taxation
applied in the Island, which give rise to serious
hardship and call for insfant remedy. Brief repre-
sentations have from time to time been made as to
the impact of Income Tax on the colony, bui withous
efiects.

On pnge 2 of his Memorandum, Mr Charles W. Thac-
&er continues as follows:

«4. The Income Tax was an imposition in every sense
of the word, and the manner of ifs introduction, un-
fortunate. The people had no real voice in the mai-
ter—the Legislative Council was no longer in exi-
stences,

There are several kinds of taxes in Cyprus:

(a) Indirect taxation, which consists of:

i. Import duties on imported goods: ‘
ii. Excise duties onmatches, cigarettes, playing cards,
intoxicating liquors, beer, etc.

{b) Direct taxation, which consists of:

i. Income tax.

ii. Estate duty.

iii. Immovable property such as buildings, lands of
all kinds, including agricultural lands, trees, water,
etc., which i3 a yearly tax on its capital value; pius
fncome tax on all immovable properties on income
actnally produced, and 4 °/, on the assessed value of
those not producing income,

iv. Vearly tax for the possession of livestock per head;
v, Licence fees such as: yearly licence to possess a
motor car, motor cycle, bicycle, cab or cart; plus for
yearly lieence to drive any of them; leence fees to
manufacture cerfain articles; licence fee to seil cigaret-
tes, tobacce, intoxicating liquors; licence fee o pos-
sess & boat, etc.

wi. Postage and Revenue stawps.

wii, Village improvement charges; cost, repairg and
main tenance of sireets; Cost and maintenance of
water supplies; Municipal trade and professional taxz
or licence fee, etc,

LABDUR : TRADE UNIONISM WAS DISCOURAGED AND FROM 1878
fo 1940 WASGES AND WORKING CONDITIONS REMAINED THE
SAME.

The Government of Cyprus has never cared, nor in
any way protected the labour class from expioitation. In
fact, they themselves exploited labour. Their wages had
been starvation wages and their living conditinns cruesl.

In the Covernment Handbock of Cyprus which was
compiled by the Chief Justice Sir J. T. Hutchinson, and
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the Commissioner of Larnaeca
shed in 1905, we cee at page 91
nerated in that year,

Mr. C. D. Cobham, publi-
how labour was remu-

{a} Female Dnmestic Servants: women were generally
clothed and fed but no wages paid to them.

(b} iale domestic servants: were paid from B shillingg
per month up to £ 2 per month, plus food, or ¢ o &
bence a day in leu of food,

(c} Cooks, grooms ana butlers: from 10

month up to £ 3 per month, without food or clothes,
{d) Agricultural 3

labourers: from 4 pence to 1 shilling
and 4 pence per day,

In 1937 persons employed by QGovernment Public
Works and by private individuals were, after 80 vears of

British occupation, paid {according to the Government’
Blue Book of 1937, page 400} practically the same wages
&5 at the British occupation, as follows:

Public Works

Unskilled labourer st 1/5 pence per day without food
Skilled lzbourer at 2/8  » »  » ® »

Women and children at 8 s » 3 » ®
Agrieultural Iabour

Unskilled labourer at i/4 pence per day without food
Bkilled labourer at 1/10 »  » 3 » »

Women and Children- at =% » s s > »
Industrial labour

at 1/7 pence per day Withont food
Building

Unskilled labourep

Usnskilled labourer at 1/9 pence per day without food
Skilled Iabourer at B/8 » » » »

Women and Chiidren at LY » »

50

shillings per’

iining
Men, underground  at 3/6 pence per day Withgut §:od
;f-ireﬂ: surface at /8 » » > » ;;
Womien, surface at 1/- »  »  » »
Domestic

Cooks £ 1.—,— per month.

Housemaids £ 0.16,6 pence per month,
Servants

Kitchen boys £ 0.11.6 pence per month. e o,

Tn 1946 persons employed in the Island b?i Berimh
wernment or the public were, after 70 years B(; iBOOk
sccupaiion, paid according to t};ze Government Lj.Le
of 19_48, page 420, the following wages:

Public Works '
Women and boys unskilled at 8/9 to 4/1 pence psr dey without food

a3 »
Apprentices at 2f4 to 4/4 » 2 ?
Agriculture
[« t0 Bf= 2 % ® ¥
Unekilled laboures ~at 6/~ to 8/ j ; : :
8killzd labourer at 8[_- to 12/- ? ’
Women, at 4/3 pence »
Brilding
/ - E » »
Vuskilied laboures at 9:’ to 11(;! z ’ -
Bkilled laboures at 13/-to 13/« ”
Women at Bf- to §j- >
Wining
» b
Men underground at 8/3 pe:ce : ’ > :
BMen gurface at 7/4 > v ; .
Women surface at 43
Domectie -
Cooks £ 9 per month, plus food and lodging
o k] W k] #
Housemaids £5 » > W
Service
W - »
Kitchen bovs £86 » » 5 3

*“he sudden rise of wages fron the

1987 rates to the
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1948 rates was due to the in
the war period and after,
gelic zctivities of the Trade
There is a big dispro
demand in the Cyprus Labour market with the consequent
under-employment of a considerable section of the popu-
lation, The main reason for this is the insufficient ex-
ploitation of the wealth-producing resources of Cyprug
ecomomy. This disproportion is extended by the increase
of the adverse import trade of the island, and the dis-
couragement by the government which impede the
development of local productive industries, And is
feared that present conditions will deteriorate in the fu-
ture. A large section of the labour is employed in sectors
such as military works, in the mines and in building where
future employment is uncertain. In fact, it is known that,
on the one hand, military works are not of a permanent
nature and, on the other, it is not certain that the mines
will continue their present-volume of absorbing Iabour in
view of the fact that demand for minerals may not conti-
nue as big, and, further, modern industrialisation in the
exfraction of mineral deposits is replacing  unskilled
labour. Lastly, the building industry which was almost
restricted to the construction of luxury and semi-luxunry
buildings has nearly reached the boundaries of satisfaction
of their demand, The temporarily increased demand for
labour for military works, mines and building has attracted
away from the fields agricultural Iabour and caused neg-
lect in the intensive cultivation of the land.

And although there is g considerable surplus of wun-
skilled labour,

there is a scarcity of skilled labour, 2 fact
which impedes industrial development. This is due to the
fact that there are no Government or other Technica}
Schools, {excert one «Preparatory Technical School» resiri®

Unioas by strikes, ete,

b2

creased cost of living during:
and the formation ang ene,

portion between supply and-

cted to 80 pupils) nor is there any law for the organizat.

n and protection of apprentices, The Cyprus Govern-

ment not only does mot promote technical education, bug

in one case where a Creek Cypriot benefsotor _by his

Will left a very large sum of money in trust for the esta-

blishment of an Institution for Orphan Children with a te=

chnical school attached to it, his wish remained for years

- unexecuted owing to the unwillingness of the Government

to relieve his estate from the paymeni of heavy Fstate

duty, the imposition of which would have greatly restricis
ed iis possibilities.

The conditions of work in Cyprus are very backward.
The international conventions of labour are not transiated
into local laws so that:

{a} The 8-hour a day basis of work does not cover all
branches of labour as, for imstance, office and shop
employees, public motor car and lorry drivers, etc.
are not protected.

{b} The minimum wage system is not generally appiied-.

{c) Collective agreements for work are not recognized
by law. '

{d} The rule of social salary, that is of family allowances,
is not recogaized. ) ]
{e} The system of compulsory arbitration does not exist
fer the solution of collective disputes of labour.
{f} There is no social insurance protection. With the ex-
veption of Government officials, all other employees
have no legal protection in the event of illness, unems-
ployment, old age, ete. No social security of any kind
exists for the working classes or any classes of the
population,
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COME SECTIONS OF THE COMMUNITY ARE APPALLING: IN
14334 OME ROOM HOUSES, LIVE FROM 3 TO OVER 7 PER-
SOMS IN EACH ROOM, AND THOUSANDS LIVE IN HUTS BUILT
OF OLD PSETROL TINS, IN ERECTIONS OF SACKING, AND
UNDER BRIDGES.

In the towns, vhe houses of the well-to~do inhabitants

are generally fairly good. The dweliings of the poorer peo-.

ple in the towns are of one to three rooms, rarely more,
and fomilies of os many gs nine persons are crowded
into them. Except in recently-built houses, sanitary arran-
gements are primitive or non-existant. (See Cyprus Colo-
nial Report for 1852, p. 40 to 41).

According to the 1948 Government Census Report the
number of dwellings of all kinds in the Island were
113.521, out of which 28,525 were town dwellings, and
84,946 village dwellings. This total of 113,521 dwellings
hous=d 450,000 inhabitants in 1946. The population today
is 520,000, and the dweilings must have increased propor-
tionately.

According to the same Census {1946) page 54, the fol-
fowing statistic is given, which shows the number of per-
sons living in houses consisting of one room only:

» 2,515 one room houses in which 1 person livesin Towas

4,646 » » > > 2 persons live » »

5367 » = » » 3 » » » »

4,332 » » » > 4 » » » »

3,690 » » » » E > : » » »

@502 » » » » 5 >» b » »

2043 » » » » T » and over live
26,495 .

«The size of room is medium, about 145 sq, feet.
«The construction of village houses is a reminder of anci-
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HOUSING IN CYPRUS : HOUSING CONDITIONS OF THE LOWER i

ent times, when men crowded together on account of

{ear. The village house usuzlly consists of one long

rcom with one or two openings as for windows closed

‘"y wooden shutters. An opening hizgh up in the wall

sllows the smoke of fire to drift out. Some houses
have glass windows; as 2 general rale it may be stat-
ed that the whole family lives, eats and sleeps in the
same room.Oxen ot donkeys are to be found at times
iz the same room, owing to lack of funds for the
construction of stapling. In the summer, the cooking
is done outside, and in the winter there is a pile of
ashes in one corner of the room where cooking takes
placey.

At page 57 of the same Census Report for 1246, the follow-
ing statement appears;

«Of the advantages conferred by modern civilization, there
are few which are of such unguestioned benefitas wa-
ter supply laid onto the house, a supply of electricity
{or light and power, and a modern sanitary installat-
ion. Cyprus, hampered by great naiural difficuliies
in the provision of water and power, has nof vet
progr =ssed for with these SC"VEQG::», and census inves-
tigations were underfcken lo goug e what remains
to be doner.

A silly excuse for their negligence and incompetence.

We agree with the English official, author of the
Census Report, regarding the advantages conferred by
modern civilization mentioned in the first part of the
above parapraph. But we absolutely disagree that Cyprus
is hampered by natural difficulties in the provision of
water and power. There is plenty of underground water
in the lsland that either waits to be brought to the surface
or waits to be helped to come up by its own pressure. Pro-
fessor Gautrie of the University of Paris, examined the
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" Island and prepared his report since 1878, and the English
Ezpert BMr, R. Russell, who alse examined the Island st
the request of the Gevernment reported that there is plenty
of artesian underground water capable of supplying the
whole Island. But itz finding is hampered not by naturel
difficulties, but by the Government’s apathy and negli-
genice, to say the least, im making any endeavours or
attempts to find ik, ‘

The same Census Report for 1948 gives at pags 57,
the following Statisticwhich shows the percentage of dwel-
lings in towns with laid-on water and with water sanit-
ation :

<Towns Percentage of Dwellings Percentage with

: with piped water supply water flush sanig-
ation
Nicosia 44.9°/, ' 24.3%,
Kyrenia 28.8%/, i5.8%/,
Famagusta 40.2%, 13.1%,
Larnaca 75.8%/s 15. %/,
Limassol 49, ¥/, 18. %,
Paphos 46.9%/s 7.8%,

«The remaining town dwellings draw their domestic
warer from wells or open channels, or by purchase from
water-carriers who carry the water in large jugs on don-
key carts or in tanks on lorries.

«(f all town bouseholders, the propottion who go out
to fetch their water is 22.8¢/, from within a distance of &0
vards, and 11%, from farther than R0 yardss.

«In General, pit latrives are the rule, but T.9%/, of all
town dwellings were reiurned as having no sanitary
arrangementsy,

The following is a statement from page 58 of the
Government Census Report of 1946, regarding sanitation
in villages, that is, after 68 years of British administration:
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Villages of:
Limassol district
64.5*/, of the dwellings have no sanitary facilities st all
Paphos district
57.8%/, of the dwellings bave no sanitary facilities =zt all.
Famagusta district
50.8%, of the dwellings have no sanitary facilities a# all.
Larnaca district
42.1%f, of the dwellings have no sanitary facilities at all,
Nicosia and Kyrenia
43.1%, of the dwellings have no sznitary facilities at all.
It has been calculated that 171,000 persons in villages
are living in dwellings with no sanitary arrangements at
all. Alaid-on piped water supply and water flush sanitation
are practically unknown in such villagess.

HOUSING CONDITIONS OF WORKING CLASSES:

The statement contained at page 11 of the Typrus
Government Annual Report of the Department of Labour
for 1960, speaks for itself, regarding the appalling condit-
ions in which workmen and their families live: present-
day conditions continue to be the same; there has been
uo change since, T'his is what it says:

«The Housing problem of the lower income sections of the
community has not yet been solved. A great many
workers” families live in crowded rooms, becanse they
cannot afford to pay higher rents for decent houses,
Many hundreds of people still live . huts bullt of
old petrol ting; in one town there are peopla lving
under bridges, in erecltion of sacking and other
unsuifable malerials and o few are accommodated
in o deserted and dilopidated paper storen.

«in spite of the large number of new houses built in Fa-
mmagtsta, accomimodation for the poorer families has
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not improved, and a «hanfy town® adcommodates
appyoxX mately 2,200 persons in very unhvglenic
conditionss.

We have personally quite recently visited the above

conditions are the same now as they were in 1950, if not
worse,

' The neglect, indifference and failure of the Cyprus
British Government to interest themselves in the welfare
of these people amount to pushing them deliberately into
the arms of Communism,

PUPLIC ROADS: THEY ARE VERY NARROW AND FULL OF BENDS
EVEN ON THE LEVEL PLAINS. FROM 1878 ic 1934 THEY
WERE CONSTRUCTED BY COMPULSORY UNPAID LABGUR
AND REPAIRED AT EXPENSE OF iNRABITANTS. ’

On an island of 3,572 sq. miles, there are 1,800 miles
of roads (See Colonial Report for Cyprus 1950, page 48).
‘%?cording to the hooklet entitled «Table of Distances of
Villages, etc.», issued by the Governmeant of Cypras, there
are out of the 627 villages of the Island, 71 wvillages
with passable roads in good weather only. British Propa-
gandists mnever mention how, or by whom, the roads
were constructed, and leave it to be inferred that the British
Government constructed them, or paid for them.

’J:‘hey do not tell the world that, in spite of heavy
taxation, every owner of land by the roadside either within
or without a village, was compelled by Law 3 of 15885, to
Lkeep the road clean, and to repair it at his own expense;
nor that by Law 6 of 1835, the inhabitants of certain vil-
E.ages were compeiled to pay half the cost for the construct-

lon of certain public roads as the High Commissioner
ordered, and that the whole cost of their repairs was
paid by the land owners of the villages who contributed
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places and found that they are still in existence and the’

o their construction: nor that by a Law of 1392 it was pro-

" vided that half the cost of the conmstruction of branch
* roads to connect outlying villages with the main roads was

ordered to be paid by the villages concerned; nor did they
ever tell the world that Law 6 of 1900 provided that the
village roads were to be constructed, maintained and re-
paired by compulsory village Jabour, and that every able-
hodied inhabitant of every village was required to labour
for 6 days in each year on the roads without wages or.
food, and that failure to work rendered the offender liable
to pay 6 days’ wages within 13 days and, on failure, to
pay double that amount, This law comtinued until 1931,
and then amended by Law 12 of 1931 whereby payment
to the Gevernment by the villagers of 8 days wages every
year substituted the Compulsory labour required wunii
then. Finally, the Law was repealed on March 12,1834,
But by that day, the network of the roads of Cypris was
almost complete, as it is teday. '

1t is a fact that 6 towns and some of the largest vil-
lages are Mnked together by 700 miles of asphalted main
roads: but the asphalt of these roads is third rate and
their surface throughout the 700 miles is not smooth but
all wavy and, in some instances, roughly wavy; they are
very narrow. their width ranging from 12 to 22 feet, and
the innumerable zigzags, sharp turns and bends, particu-
loriy on the level of the ploins wheve such defects are
entively unjustifiable, make travelling over them most
dangerous, tiring and expensive; even new roads are made
after the same fashion, and there seems to be mo other
reason for constructing roads with turns and bends on the
plains, except that of making them longer, in order that
the vehicles should run longer distances theréby causing
motor-cars, tyres, accessories and patts to wear out faster
and to consume greater quantities of petroland oil, so that
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into those of British motor-
tyre mannfacturers and petrol
and in consequence, more mone
. eXporters, shipping companies,
the Income Tax authorities in England,

« : 13 s ST |
There was a railway line which was built im 1903,

ccm?zecting Famagusta town and harbour with Nicosia, the
capital, and Morphou bevond but, in spite of isiana’;ﬁ;ﬁ_{!;
protests, the Governor abolished and a;azzsed it to bea dié«
mz}ntlad, and s0ld plece by piece, in spite of the faet th
brivate enferprise offered to buy it and run it
train: they were refused,

~
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CYPRUS ARCHAELOGICAL FINDS AND MORUMENTS:  crimvinag
NESLIGENCE OF BRITISH ADMIMISTRATION 10 PRESERVE THEML
Were the wholesale destruction, losses and damaes

icausaed to Cypras antignities due to the negligence, emana:t-

ing from ignorance of their scientific and historical value of
the British Goverament and the English :

: | rulers of Cyprus,
or done deliberately by those in charge so that the Cyoriots

may nof possess proofs of their Hellenic origin?
T_he reader may draw his own conclusions from the
.foilow;ng extracis from pages 10 and 13 of the book entit-
led <Ancient Cypruss—«lts Art and Archaeologys by
Stanley Casson, M.A., F.5.A., Hon ARLBA. Reader i;a
Classical Archaeology in the University of Oxférd
of New College, Member of the German i
Institute, ete., first published in 1937
P.10: «The story of Cypriot Research after (encral Cese
no}LE} {he reached Cyprus in 1865 as American  Consul
during the Turkish occupation) has no bright spots.
The list of excavations made in the Island in the first
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Fellow
Archaeological

more money should go from the pockets of the Cypriots
car, moior-cyele, bicycle, and
and oil companies abroad
¥ for the British employers |
insurance cempanies, and -

t

few yvears of British rule, which are recorded by Pro-
fessor Myres, make gloomy reading, while the condie-
ion of archeologicel administration, museum work
and preservation, Is @ long record of decay ond
destruction by neglect. One is almest driven fo the
conclusion that the immediate successor of Cesnola
in the Island dld oz much destruciion of antigulties
as Cesnola did in the way of preservation, Prof, Myres,
who wag one of the few scholars fo sttempt éo under-
talte & radical reform of the state of aifairs, tells s
ihat {See Catalogue of the Cyprus Museum, . vil) des-
pite the law of antiquities which gave the Government
# third part of the produce of sll axcavations, the an-
fiquities represented by fthis share wos oliowed fo
perish from neglect or get lost by corslessness.
Many of the antiguities loy for years oulsids the
Commissioner's office in MNikosio, exposed fo ol
kinds of Hli-usage’. Some auffered serious damage.
The Museum, founded in 18853, was moinfained by
private subscriptions, which soon failed to  be suffi-
cient. Antiguities were damaged in transit for exhibil-

fon ot London, tomb-groups were disporsed and

sven in the Museum the condition of the collecilon
was deplorable, After the catalogue was completed
# nmumber of Attic vases was discovered im the ward-
robe of the caretaker’s wife. & large part of the Go-
vernment collection, concluded Prof., Myres, hos losi
almost all sclentifle value,,.

¢, 1% 1 «But more serious depredations sccurred than those

which neglect and lack of surveillapce were able unaid-
ed to preduce. In 1879, the Government filled wup
the marsh which had formed om the site of the anci-
eat harbour of Kition, with ballost faken from what
was then thought to be the Acropolis of that city.
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ment), and so to the dispersal of a highly important
group of finds. No official report of these excavations
was published by the excavators™. (See Myres’s Cata-
logue p. 9).
«The long and dismal story can be continued almest
indefinitely, and it were better not to dwell on it,
(Cesnola at least worked under a‘Turkish domination.
Subsequent vandals had no such excuse; indeed the
British Government iself, as in the instance of Lar-
noca (Kition) just referred fo, was the ringleader
in mony cases”.
«But it was under Turkish rule that medieval chur-
ches of Famagusta were torn down and sold as build-
ing material to the architects of the hotels and
quays of Port Said, while the refectory, intact and
in perfect condiiion ot Bellapaois, was used as a mi-
niature rifle-range for the instruction of British
troops, the memory of this barbaric usage surviv-
“ing to this day inthe pitted walls of its eastern
end, peck-marked with bullef-holes. ”’(See also Gun-
nis, Historic Cyprus, p. 214).
«n 1933 (after 55 years of British rule), however, va-
rious searchlights of inquiry were focused on the ar-
chaelogical sitnation of the Island as a first attempt
was made to instill both into the British Government
and into the HEnglish people in general the fact that
in the narrow limits of Cyprus there were to be found
remains of the highest importance of valuzs.

B a . . . 4 ] . . . . - . . . . . * *

Excavations at the supposed site of Marion curried .
out in 1885 led to the opening of 441 tombs, the sale of
the collection of antiquities so formed by auction in Pa-
ris in 1886 (less the third part assigned to the Gevern- :

«The British Museum corried out many excavations,
in every cose rather fo envich the coliections of
‘the British Museum than to ada fo knowledge by
scientific excovation., “The richest {finds thus made
for the Museum were those from the cemetery of En-
comi, near Salamis. Bui the excavations were such
that much evidence wos lost ond much damage
done. (See Swedish Cyprus Hxpedition I p. 466; and
Tvans in J.A.I. 1900 p. 201 N. ¥, dor comments on
the methods of the excavators of XEncomi). Oiner
Museums also hestensd o enrich thelr collection
cnd the Bridish Museum, the Louwre aond even
the South Kensington Museum which is ndt @ mussum
of archasology, were each authorized to excavale
ond depart with the producis, or af ieast with two-
thirds of them».

(OST AND MAMTENAXCE OF ESTABLISHMENT AND ORGAMS OF
RRITISH POLITICAL PROPAGANDA AGARNST LIBERTY;
BPOSED UPGH THE CYPRIGT TAXPAYER,

Like all Dictators, the Governor of Cyprus also found
it mecessary to establish and maintain a Public Informat-
ion Office, ot the expense of the Cyprus fcxpayer for
the purpose of propogating that colonialisim uncer the
Brilish is preferable to freedom.

Besides various publications and articles in the local
press, the Public Information Office publishes u month-
iy periodical entitled «Cyprus Review», which con-
tains only self-proises and seif-odmiration for alieg-
ed great progress ond ochievements made by the
Dritish CGovernment for Cyprus, but porticulory for
the good things that they intend deing in ithe fulure
which they foiled to do for 78 years of British cccup-
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afion; it contains pictures of a water tank, or the open-
ing of & school by the Govermor, or am agricultural
show, or the Queen’s coronation festivities, or police and
soldiers parading before the Governor, or the ceremony
of decorating Government officials or Government fel
low - travellers, or the arrival of British warships, or
British Generals, or British Alr Marshals and the like,
in nmome of which the Greek population, excepting
Government officials, take part. The «Cyprus Reviews
is published in the English, Greek and Turkish langaa-
ges, butithe Laws, Orders and Regulations enacted by
the Governer for the administration of the Island, for
the disobedience or contravention of which by any Cyprict
render him liable to the punishment of from the smallest
fine to the capital sentence of death, are published only
im the English language, in spite of the fact that less
than 10 per cent of the population can read and write HEn-
glish and less than 3 per cent can understand such laws,
orders and regulations. And yet «ignorauce of the law
is mot an excuse» they tell the people,

Further, certain Government officials whose duties
teke them round the villages, are detailed io propagate
how wonderful itis to be under the British and directly
and indirectly to propagate against (Greece and Greek
administration,

And for the purpose of making colonial imperialict
propaganda more extensively disseminated, the Government
has instalied, against the protests and objections of the
people and of the press generally, and in spite of neglect-
ing agriculture, soil comservation, irrigation, harbours
and other necessary improvements and in spite of the con-
tinged adverse trade balances and the heavy taxation, a
Broadcasting Station near Nicosiz, at a cost to the Cy-
prus puilic revenne of over £ 300,000 plus about £ 100,000
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every year to maintain and operate i, also at the expense

- of the Cyprus taxpaver.

And for the purpose of enabling as many people as
possible to possess a short-distance_ Radio-set to listen
into the Cyprus Station, and =zvoid listening into the
longer-distaniced Greek Broadeasting Stations, the Gover
nor has amended the Customs Laws permitting Radio-sets
valued at £ 8 and under, fo be imported duty free, again
at the expense of the public revenue,

RRIGATION: THERE ARE 2,000 SQUARE MILES OF ARABLE LANE,
BUT 2HNLY 70 SQUARE MILES ARE IRRIGABLE ALL THE YEAR
ROUND,

Water iz the life-blood of Cyprus. But what bhas
the British administration done to improve it? Practically
nothing as the Island is still dependent on the uarelisble
winter rainfalls. The following are extracts from pages
B~ 4 of the Annual Report of 1846, prepared by the Watex
Bngineer and Director of the Department of Water Sup-
plies and Irrigation of the Government, Dr. (. Raeburs,

which speak for themrelves: '

«In 1878 the geology of Cyprus was carefully examin-

ed by Prof. Gautrie of the University of Paris, who

gave a full and accurate description of i, and .s‘?m-ﬂ

ted that there is artesian waier In the Isiand. After

the PRritish occupation My, R. Russell, a water en«
gineer, visited the island, studied carefully the sour-
ces and carried out a series of measurements. No-
table were, in particular, his assurances that in ?hﬂe
space between the Kyrenia and Olympus mcr)un%camf
ranges, there existed arfesian water, and irlci‘ cr-
tasian water could be secured by deep boring. in
his r eport to the Government, he pointed out ihe
spofs where boring should c¢ommence, and many
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years later the first boring was attempted. Bui fhe
work did not proceed, owing to lack of funds».
In all, 12 very expensive Hnglish Water Engineers
and Water experts were employed by the Government of
Cyprus {besides the IEnglish Government experts perma-
nently emploved on the Island) who examined the soil,
reported, advised, were paid thousands of pounds out of
the Cyprus Public Revenue and were gone, but practically
nothing was done, and the Island continues to rely on
the unreliable winter rainfalls for irrigation and, in
most cases, for its drinking water supplies. And at page B
of Dr. Racburn’s same Report it is stated :

«After examining all the reports and suggestions, the

official activities turped towards the increase of small

schemes which were to be managed and supported
by the private owners thamselves».

In spite of the fact that the Representatives of the
pecple and the local Greek Press repeatedly asked the
Government to follow the advice of the two experts, Pro-
fessor Gautrie and Mr. Russell, and make at least a few
trials to {find artesian water, the Government refused to
do so, even when there was plenty of money and large
reserves from surplus revenue kept in England, on the
pretext that their permanent employess in the Water De-
partment reported that, in their opinion, there was no
artesian water in the Island; and they preferred to follow
the recommendations of Dr. Raeburn for small schemes
of wells for shallow water, which had no other object but
to encourage the importation from England into the Island
of engines and pumps and their accessories and spares
and the use of 0il and paraffin and petrol to run them, so
that more money of the Cypriot farmers should find its
way into the pockets of English Engine and Pump Ma-
nufacturers, the shareholders of Qil Companies and the
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Income 'Tax authorities in England; at the same time
such schemes, as were recommended by Dr. Raeburn,

would be paid for and maintained by the private owners
themselves, whereas the cost aud maintenance of artesian
boring would have to be paid for and maintained by the
Government, and no engines of oil would have been
regnired.

That Dr. Raeburn®s and his Department’s opinion
was wrong is obvious from the opinions of the above-nam-
ed two Experts, from the facts reported by Dr. Raeburn
in his own report of 1945, and from his own wrong and
vague reasonings which follow :

And at page 18, paragraph 36 of the same Report,
Dit. Raeburn states his prophetic opinion:

«The finding of artesian waters in depth in Mesao-
ria plain would perhaps have as a result the siran-
ge phenomenon of boring, through which salty wa-
ter would flow, or waoter containing great quantities
of mineral substances, while the {resh water sources
of the mountains would discopear. Aftor examining
211 these factors, it is not possible for us to advocate
in favour of deep boring in the Mesaoria plain. Cf
course; no great damage would be caused by one
or two deep borings, because they could easily
be closed, but no economic advantage would have
been attained».

But the author, at page 44, paragraph 94 of his same
report, states the following facts which conftradict his
above opinion : . .

«Cireat interest for artesian wells is always shown in

Cyprus, i. e for wells the water from which runs

out by itself. The greatest water- flows from such

wells are in the area of Syricnohori village near

Morphou bay on the West coast of the Island.
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One of these wells, which was bored in 1944 supplies

water for experimental fisheries, Lofely, in March:

1948, there was carried oul a boring about one

mile Easi of Syrianchori, delivering one quarter of

a million gallons of water per day».

It should be noted that Syriancheri village is only
cbout 100 yards from fhe sea. But in spite of these two
artesian wells bored quite close to the sea, neither the
strange phenomenon of sally water, nor water contaln-
ing mineral substonces, nor the disappearance of the
fresh water sources of the mouniains, all of which were
expected by Dr. Reeburn, the Government Water Engi-
neer and Director i the Department of Water Supplies
and Irrigation for the Government of Cyprus, have oceur-
ed, and the arfeslan water coming up through these bor-
ings is good fresh water sudoble for drinking and irrig-
ation purposes.

And the island farmers helplessly still depend almost
entirely on the wiater rainfalls for irrigation.

The Government Census Report for 1944 stotes thah
Fage 60:—«No ome denies that low production here ig

lzrgely due fo the rainfall and to the small extent of

land which enjoys irrigations.

Page 86: «The arable land of Cyprus is about 2,000
square miles, The total farmland irrigated by mecha-
aical means is only 1.6%,»,

And the Anpual Colonial Report for 1950 af page 18
says that:

«Only 8-1/2 %/ of the arable land is irrigable all the
year rounds, Therefore, only 70 out of the 2,000 spuare
miles are irrigable all the year round. ‘

There are nc rivers in Cyprus, and the torrents which
run rapidly duriz_ the short winter rainy seasom, flow
into the sea carrying with them millions of tons of 7am
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luable soil and water. However nothing has been done by
the British Government to conserve either the soil or
the water during their 78 years of colonial occupation,

Not only that, but they refused to make any attempts
at finding artesian water, in spite of the fact that two of the
best known experts, Prof. Gautrie of the Paris University
and Mr, Russell, reported definitely of the existence of
such waters,

TOWN AND VILLAGE WATER SUPPLIES: APATHY AND NEGLECT
" OF BRITISH ADMINISTRATION,

Not one of the six towns of the Island has ever had
an adequate water supply for drinking or domestic pur-
peses during any period of the British occupation of the
Island, although a special water rate has all these years
been charged. Until last year, water-carriers went round
from house to house selling water in big jars carried
on donkey-carts and in tanks placed on lorries. .

It was after many years of complaints and protests,
and because of the Government’s reaction against the in-
creased activities of the Greek population for freedom
through self-determination that they agreed to lend to
the Town Water Boards for the improvement recently
of the water supplies of Nicosia £502,000, Famagusta
£ 310,000 and Limassol £ 388,000 on interest at 4%/,, out
of the Cypriot Taxpayer’'s own money, and that, only on
condition that the necessary piping and other materials
were imported from England, in spite of the fact that
Italian piping was offered at almost ha'f price. '

The village water supplies were, and several of them
are, still worse. Most of the supplies were springs or -
wells situated outside the villages, in several cases over
a mile distant, and the village women had to walk there
to carry waier home in jars on their shoulders or by don-

69




keys, for drinking and household purposes. For the same
reason, the demand for liberty, compelled the Cyprus Go-
vernmeitt to commence since 1950, piping the water of
the springs or sources situated outside villages and con-
duct it into public taps in central spots of the villages,
wherefrom the women fill up and carry water home in jars
on their shoulders, .

The following extract from an article published on
July 13,1947 by the English newspaper the «Cyprus Mails,
gives a good picture of the water supply situation in the
Island villages before 1950. It concerns Guenyeli, a Turk-
ish village, only 4 miles from Nicosia, the capital, si-
tuated on the main asphalt road leading tc Kyrenia. This
village was siever supplied with drinking water since the
British occupation, and the viilagers were carrying water
from Nicosia, or other distant places. The village which
is entirely an agricultural village, has no water for irri-
gation either :

«CYPRUS MAIL--15th July 1947

«TURKISH MUKTAR AND AZAS RESIGN»
{Note: They are the Elders of the Village, who are
selected and appointed by the Governor). '

«The Muktar and Azas of Guenyeli have resigned in
protest against the Government’s not solving the
acute water shortage of the village.

Referring to their resignation, a villager of Guenyeli
said: For &1 years we have drawn the atiention of
the Government again and agoin to the serious
water problem of our village, but all cur efforts
have been in vain. As long as Guenyeli remains
without water, the villagers will not have full confi-
dence in their Muktar and Azas, and their resignat-
ion as a protest is quite justified. However, we still
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- hope that the Government
to remedy the situation». .
/ After this drastic protest of the Muktar and Azas, the
Government commenced piping water to the villige of-
Guenyeli from a distance of about 3 miles, which rea-
hed the viilage, by the beginning of 1953, i.e. after 5
years. It is distributed in public taps in the village, and
from there women carry the water home in jars.

‘The Government system is to spend the required
money from the Cyprus puplic revenue, make a gift of
40°/, to 50°/, of the cost to the village, and the balance
of BO°/, or 80%/,, as the case may be, is repaid to the Go-
vernment with interest at 4°/, per annum, in the form
of sinking fund, by regular yearly instalments, on condit=
jon that, in the event of delay of even one day to pay
any instalment on the appointed day, the interest is auto=
matically increased to 7°/, per annum. This debt is assess
ed and imposed upon the wvillagers, In this way, by the
time the loan is repaid, "the Government gets back not
only the amount of the actual loan, but alse the whole
portion which was gifted to the village.

will take necessary steps.

ELECTRICITY SUPFLY.

Reacting against the activities of the Greek populats
ion for self determination, the Governor of Cyprus enacted
a law on 4 Qct. 1952 establishing an «Electricity Autho-
rity», for the purpose of covering the island with an
Electric Grid System; it has been granted the monopoly
of production and distribution of electricity throughout
the Island, ond empowered by the Governor to seize
and take possession of all the existing municipal elec-
tricity enterprises; inciuding their plant, works, assets,
and their acquired rights and goodwill, without paying
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revenue besides supplying with eiecitric light, free of
charge, the siveels within their municipal limits. These
acquisitioned municipal enterprises were taken mnot only
for the benefit of the Xlectricity Authority, but also for
the benefit of the English capitalists in England who fi
nanced the scheme to the extent of £ 5,000,000 at 3-1/2°,
interest, '

Special favours have been granted to the Electricity
Authority, such as freedom from income tax and import
duties on articles imported by it, The luxurious operation,
the high salaries of the British employees, the compulsion
on constmers to rewire their buildings, and to use piping
and other materials imported from Great Britain, the
guarantee of a net profit of 5°/, to the Electricity Autho-
rity, have created a high cost in the supply of electricity
and expensive and uneconomical especially for industry.
At the same time, good working conditions for the Gy-
priot persounel have not been secured.

SOCIAL THSURAMNCE AND WELFARE NON-EXISTERT, tHE BRITISM

ADMIMISTRATION CONSIDERED SUCH THINGS AS UNNECES-

SARY LUKXURY FOR THE CYPRIOTS.

With the exception of medical assistance, pensions
and gratuities afforded to Government officials and Go-
vernment employees personally, there is pno Government
Social Security Scheme of any kind whatsoever for the rest
of the population of Cyprus.

There is a School for blind children, which was esta-
blished by a donation from a Cypriot benefactor who is
now dead. It is run by a Committee and is supported by
public donations and subscriptivns,
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any compensation therefor, and thus deprived the Mu- |
nicipalities of their most imporiant capital and source of

"There are only two Orphanages : —The Greek Otpha-.
page at  Nicosia, which was hailt and established by a

reek lady, is managed by a Commitee and financed by
public donations and from funds made available by another
Greek lady, who recently made another gift to the Orphan-
age of property valued at over £ 260,000; the other is
an Armenian Orphanage built from funds made available
from the estate of a deceased Armenian benefactor from
Egypt, and is managed by a Commitee. The Governmetit
does not in any way assist these Orphanages. On the con-
trary, during the war the Greek Orphanage building
was taken by the Government compulsorily and delivered
to the British Army which occupied it until recently as
offices for several years. '

There are Poor-Houses in three towns, i. e. Nicosia,
Famagusta and Limassol, which are financed entirely by
the Municipalities of thosetowns, and by public donations.
The Government does not assist them inany way.

There are also Greek Philanthropic or Benevolent
Societies in every town and large villages, which help
the poor by monthly allowances, or money gifts, and
other necessaries, without any assistance from the Govern-
ment. Similar Turkish Philanthropic Societies for the
poor Turks also exist. On the Greek side, the Church
takes an active patt in such Philanthropic activities, and
assists them both materially and spiritually.

HEALTH SERVICES.

The British Government of Cyprus have often boast-
ed of their achievements in the field of Health Services
in the Island.

In this respect, I shall let an ¥uglish doctor of the
Kyrenia Government Hospital and its Treasurer answer
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gl;e British Goyern_ment propagandists, by copying hereun-
thr one of their circular letters whereby they appeal to
e people for monetary assistance. Similar circulars are

sent every year to most of the inhabitants of the towns
UTHE SICE POCR OF KYRENIA DIRSTRICT,,
“THE WEEK'S GOOD CAUSE,
THE KYRENIA HOSPITAL

Kyrenia, Cyprus
. Cctober 17, 1851,
«Dear Siv,

«We are appealing for a donation, no matier the

fs?ouni, 0 help our poorer patients af this Hospl-
al, and we are sure you will give something to ena-

ble a fund to be created for present and future regui=

remoents. Every penny we had has been spent.

«lt zsﬁ?me that the Government mainfains Kyrenia
Hospital and all services to the wery poor are g;ven
free, but there are other items which must be paid
for by the sufferers.

«Unfortunately, there ara very many sick people in
the Eii.s%ra'd who connot afford fo leave the Wof’éq
to visit a docior, and when such patients do comaﬁe
for advice, they have to be treated as outpatients
whereos they ought to be in Hosoital migh;
happen that an X-Ray is ordered cz.nd there is no
money available for fransporiation to Nicosia where
this has to be done, In some cases, extra food has
to be obtained after discharge. This applies usudil
fo widows and fatherless children. . ’
«How?ver, we think acase of the most glaring pover-
ty which has recently come to our notice is that of &
woman who came iIn to have her baby. Twins were
born and there was, of course, no layetie for the
sec?nd infant. The mother confessed that she wmsl
entirely penniless and as garments had fo be
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procured, the onus was put on the Hospital Staff.
«Our idea now is to start a fund with as much money
as we can collect and with the money available, we
shall allow the Matron to have a few pounds at a
time to cover any present outlays. 1f as we hope, G
sew hundred pounds can be collecied, we can face
the fulure satisfaciorily for quite a long time te
come, and we trust that you will forgive us for mak-
ing this appeal to you in view of the reasons given.

Vours very sincerely
(Sgd.) Jemes Murray {Treasurer)
{ ®=) A. H. Pemberton {(Kyrenia Hospital doctor)».

There are & Government Hospitals, one in each of
the 6 district towns, managed and financed by the Go-
vernment from Cyprus public revemie, There is also one
Mobile Unit for the whole Island. The Nicosia Genersal
Hospital is well equipped with modern diagnostic and
therapeutic appliances, including deep ¥ Ray and Radium
apparatuses, which have been instzlled during the last
four years. But the other town Government Hospitals do
not possess such appliances, and any patient whose
gilment needs their application, has to go to Micosia,
many miles away, to find ofien that there is no bed
cvailakle for him.

In 1958 the Mayor of Limassol petitioned the Go-
vernor of Cyprus, cowplaining that the beds in the Go-
vernment Hospital of Limassol, the second largest town
of the Island, were entirely inadequate; that the beds
available for patients for the general public were only 48
(increased to 51 in 1955), not cufficient to meet the needs
of the population of 88,000 of the district of Limassol,
{i. e, one bed to every 1,750 persons) and that there were
uo specialist doctors, such as a surgeon, gynaecologist,
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that Hospital, .
In fact, excepting the Nicosia General Hospital, none
of the Government town Hospitals have more than one

or two general medical practitioners and no specialist doc-
tors at all.

None of the Government Hospitals in the Island pro-

vides a reasonably sufficient number of beds, and it is an
everyday occurrence that patients, even urgent cases, are
refused beds and are told to g0 back to their villages or
homes and wait for a vacancy; such waiting sometimes
lasts for days or months before they can be admitted, dus-

ing which period, if they are lucky enough, they recover =

from’their illness and, if unlucky, they die,

And this is how under the heading «Health» on page
38 the Cyprus Government Colonial Report for 1952, des-
cribes the medical attention given to the poor:

«The cost of medical attention and hospital treatment

varies with the financial circumstances of the pat-

ient.” Poor people areientitied to free or CHEAP
treatment in Government hospitals and dispensariess

According to the above, even the acknowledged «poor.
people» are divided into two classes: those who are en-
ritled to free treatment and those entitled to «cheap treat-
ment», who have to pay!

With the exception of the Nicosia Hospital, which
is supported by the Government and the Municipality of
Nicosia, all the other district Government Hospitals were
until recently supported by voluntary contributions from
the people, and partly by Government aid and their respect-
ive Municipalities. '

There are 13 small rural hospitals in the whole Island
maintained by subscriptions from the people, and partly
by Government subsidy with from 8 toa maximum of 10
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dentist, throat-ear-nose, or X Ray specialist attached to.

beds (See Colonial Cyprus Report for 1954, p. 82).
There are two Government Tuberculosis Sanatoria,
one at Kyperounta with 92 beds and ome at Atha-
lassa, mear Nicosia, with 50 beds. The tuberculosis suffer-
ers reported to the Medical Authorities in 1954 were 211.
Both Sanatoria are quite inadequate to meet the needs
of the Island. FExperiments have started with sectional
huts which are put up in the back garden of the house of
a tuberculosis patient awaiting admission to a Sanatorium,
in order that he may obtain some measure of isolation
from his family during the time he is waiting for admis-
sion. These huts are manufactured by former patients
working in the rehabilitation centre., They are paid for
from funds subscribed by volunfary coniributions (See
Cyprus Colonial Government Report of 1952, page 59).
The Paphos Hospital which was destroyed by
earthquake in 1953, has not as vyet been rebuili, and
petients are being treated in ordinary convas tents!
And here is another proof of lack of Government
interest in the health and welfare of the inhabitants of the
Island, by its failure to provide the necessary funds, Itis
a copyof an appeal to the public, which is self-explanatory:

“AN APPEAL FROM THE KYRENIA ANTI-TUBERCULOSIS LEAGUE,
KYRENIA

16th Qctober, 1953.

«Dear Sir or Madam, X
«Each year an appeal Is made by the Kyrenia Anti-
Tuberculosis League to raise funds for the Welfare
and After-Care of Tuberculosis patients and their
families.
aUnfortunately last yvear the response to the Ieague’s
appeal was disappointing and, as a result, it was
found that funds were insufficient to meet the needs
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voung children who, if inodequately fed and cioth-
ad, will run greater risk of themselves contracting
the disease.

«We are In constant need of funds for this most
important work, and we hope that you will help. Vou
can make some contribution to ease the Ilot of z suf-
ferer. Donations, however small, will be received

with grafifude and can be sent fo the Commissioner

of your district, who is Chairman of your Local
After-Care Committee.

Yours truly,

{Sgd.) M. R. Popham (Commissioner}
Chairman, Kyrenia Anti-Tuberculosis
League,

Similar circulars appealing to the people for contribut
fons are sent by all Commissioners of every district every
year; besides collections from dances and bazaars, street
collections and sales of stamps all over the Island for the
support of the Hospitals, After-Care Tubercalosis patients,
the School for the Blind Children and even for the famous
British Legion, the whole cost of which should have been
borne by the Government from the Cyprus revenues {with
the exception of the British Legion which is not a2 Cyprus
concern}, and not contributed by the people who are
already crushingly taxed. Besides, the Governor has, by
section 123 of the Municipal Corporation Law Caption
251, imposed on all Municipaiities in Cyprus to pay to the
Government every year a minimum contribution of 2-1/2¢,
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of even the most deserving cases. Al present, the
Commitiee has practically no money left with which
to help those people who are uncble jo provids
for themselves, while the breadwinner is absent ina’
Sanatorium or Hospital. Many of these families have -

of their gross revenue for the maintenance of the Govern-

“ment Hospitals,

The Government Hospitals and Sanatoria are public
institutions, the principal object of which is to serve in
particular the poorer classes of the inhabitants who cannot

.afford to attend =z private clinic:; and although the revenue

of the Island is now over £ 16,000,000 and during the last
few years the Government have accumulated a surplus of
over £ 15,000,000, they have invested part of the same in
Colonizl funds and keep the rest in cash in Britain, yet
they are begging for small donations to support the pres-
sing needs of the hospitals, sanatoria, anti-tuberculosie
leagnes, the school [for the blind children and even of
the British Legion.

There is a Cyprus Branch of the British ILegion
which was incorporated in Fngland, with premises as
2 Club in Nicosia, for the assistance of those Cypricls
and others whe fought in the British Army for Justice,
Democracy and Liberty, and who, every year appeal,
through  thelr English Secretary, who receives an an-
nual remuneraiion of over £ 600, to the Cyprus public
for donanions, by sending them circular letters and by
way of bazaars, dances and street collections. The follow-
ing is = copy of the Letter whick they circulate every
year, and is characteristic in its appreciation for the splen-
did services the Cypriotl soldiers rendered for the Free-
dom of the World, They were deceived into fighting for
tire freedom of the Britisk and all other Western Nations
and, alas! for the perpetuation of their own slavery, and
yet they ask the Cypriots to support them §
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«BRITISH LEGION (Incorporated by Royal Charter)

CYPRUS BRANCH.

P, 0. B. 304 NICOSIA,
20th October 1953,
«Dear Sir or Madam,

«Once again the British Iegion is making its Annual

Appeal for Poppy Day, in order to enable it tc con-
tinue and increase its benevolent work for ex-Service
men in disiress and especially for those badly dis-
abled.

«In asking you for a donation, may I point out that
Poppy Day is the Day when British People all over
the World remember practically the debt they owe
1o those who gave their lives, to those who suffer-
ed as a resulf of service to world security.

«Many men of the 1914-1918 War are now at an age
when they can no longer be expected to fend success-
fully for themselves. As a result—they are becoming
a more--and increasingly—expensive liability on the
Legion’s Welfare and Benevolent services. ‘This
further liability in particular the ILegion must never
fail to meet, _

«We now have many thousands of men and women
who served in the forces during the 1939-1945 waa
who have to be added to the great family of ex-Serv-
ice people whom the ILegion strive to serve.

«Qur need for funds is, therefore, grecater than
ever before, so may | appeal to you once more
to give generously as a token of your appreciation
and thanksgiving for the splendid services these
men rendered for the World.

«Flease send your donation to the Secretary, British
Legion P.O B. 304, Nicosia. Cheques should be pay-
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able to «Karl Haig Fund» and should be crossed.

Yours sincerely,
(Signed) Cyril Sherman
- Chairman
British Legion (Cyprus Branch)».

But what stands out foremost in British Goversment
Propaganda speeches and publications in regard to Health
Services in Cyprus is the victory of the Cyprus Govern-
ment over the mosquito. The Secretary of State for the
Zolonies invited to his Office all English and foreign Press
correspondents in January 1950 and proclaimed that Cy-
prus was the first country in the world to eliminate the
mosquito and malaria, even though Greece, which is nof
a smail but a huge country in size and population com-
pared to Cyprus, had eliminated the mosquito and malaria
two vears befors Cyprus did. See p. 743 of the «American
National Geographic Magazine» for Decamber 1949, an
article entitled «War-Tora Greece Looks Ahead» by May.
nard Cwen Williams, in which he says:

«The Foundation Company of New York, using Ame-

rican machines transformed mosguito swamps into

prosperous farms».

By the way, a Greek newspaper Correspondent who
was present at the above-mentioned Press Conference, got
up and infomed the British Secretary of State for the Cow
lonies of the Foundation Company’s previous Success in
Greece,

iNDEB?EDNESS OF CYPRIOTS: wcYyprUS IS N TRUTH DEADLY

POOR,, (5ir Ronald Siorrs, @ Brilish Governor of Cyprus).

The indebtedness of the people of Cyprus on the 31 st
December 1935, secured by mortgages on their immovable
properties and by pledges on personal property and other
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unsecured debts exceeded £ 20,000,000, at a rate of interest
ranging from 7 9/, to 12 °/, per annum,

Before 1940, usury was practised by a few money-iend-
ders, merchants, and particularly by export merchants of
carobs, olive oil, wheat and barley, who advanced money
or seeds to farmers for sowing and for harvesting their
produce, charging them the maximum of legal interest,

i.e. 12 per cent per annum, plus compotnd interest and on

condition that both capital and interest were repaid in

kind of the farmers’ produce at harvest time, on which

the lender usunally fixed his own price.

It is most interesting to mote here that this practice
of usury was inherited by the Cypriots from the British
Consul and a British Commercial Company, who were car-
1ying on such a business in the Island during the Turkish
occupation of Cyprus. The following is an extract from
pages 90~ 91 of the Book entitled «Cyprus Under the
Turks» by Sir Harry Luke, a former British Commission-
er in Cyprus, which is a record found by him in the Asr-
chives of the English Consulate in the island:

Pages ?0-91 : «Ancther Dutchman, Jan Heyman, wvisited
Cyprus in the early 18th century, and has left us an
interesting account of the English Conculare at L at-
naca and of its troubles with a company of merchanis
who had infringed the Levant Company’s privileges»,

This is what Jan Heyman recorded ironically:

«The English Consul’s house here is the best on the

whole Isiand .... but what is of much more importance

the English Consul is highly respected all over the
island, as jointly with his company he advances mo-
ney to the inhabitants for getting in their several

harvests, in which otherwise they would be at a

great loss.

«in this, both parties find their advantage, for the
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English do not advance thelr money under twenly
per cent, and receive the interest in silki wine, cot-:
ton, corn and other products of the couniry, on all
which they set their own price; whence, without
wronging those gentlemen it may be supposed that
thirty per cent Is the least they make of their mo-
ney and, on failure of payment af the time appoint-
ed, they may immediately seize on the debior’s
effects,.

In 1933, the Government employed arn English Ex-
pert, Sir Ralph Oakden, to investigate, report and advise
on the financial state of Cyprus and his report wos publi-
shed on August 12, 1934, Among other things, he
advised the establishment of & Debt Settlement Board,
for the purpose of examining the creditors’ claims and
relieving the farmers from their indebtedness, by either
reducing the farmer’s debt by ome-third, and makingit
payable by instalments up to 20 years duration, ot by
declaring the farmer a bankrupt. Bul the Governor for
political reosons postponaed for &years the adoption
of the Experls advice, {the Board was actually established
on the ist June 1940) when it was too late to save most
of the farmers whose rich and powerful creditors had
already, after the report was made known, sold their
debtors® properties and recovered the whole of their exorh
itant claims. The said Board ceased to function on the Ist
November 1945,

HAREGURS AND FISHING: THE BRITISH HAVE BUILT NO HARBOUR
IN CYPRUS, AND THE ISLAND SUFFERS GREAT LOSS OWING
TC LACK OF SAFE ANCHORAGE,
Cyprus has been occupled for 78 vears by the wealth-
jest and greatest (until recently} naval powsr in the
world, but the British Government have not built even
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one harbour in the Island. The coastline of Cyprus is 484
miles long, and yet theré is no harbour at Larnaca, or
Limassol, or Paphos or Kyrenia or any other spot. Thesa
are all open roadsteds, where ships anchor about a mile
or more away, and loading and unloading takes place by
the use of lighters; during rough weather many steamers
arrive and depart from the Island without unleading or
loading their cargo, or have to wait for days, at the exp-
ense of Cypriot charterers and of the public in general.

Several times every year, steamers which are prevernts
ed by the rough seas from disembarking and embarking
their passengers, very often, in their attempts to land
them and take others on board, go from Famagusta to
Dekelia Bay, from Dekelia to Larnaca, from Larnaca to
Limassol, and from Limassol to Episkopi Bay or vice
versa to find a safe landing place, but often they leave
the territorial waters of Cyprus without communicating
with land, a thing which causes serious loss to all ot
cerned and great discomfort and trouble and loss to the
incoming passengers and to prospective out-going pas-
sengers.

Famagusta harbour, which was built by the Vene-
tians, was deepened to 23 feet, and the Quay wall
extended and Customs sheds and stores were built ia
1934 - 1035 at the expense of the Cypriot Taxpayer, by
borrowing a sum of £ 615,000 from English stockholders

at the rate of 4°/, per annum (See page 100 of the Cyprus .

Government Blue Book for 1987). Famagusta harbous
cannot take ships exceeding 5,000 tons, nor more than 5
in number.

On October 24, 1953, H. M. S. «Surprise> called
at Famagusta in the morning to land Earl Mounthatten of
Burma, Commander-in-Chief of the Allied Naval Forces
in the Mediterranean, and Countess Mountbatten, for a
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week-end wvisit; but the ship could mot enter Famagusta
arbour owing to heavy seas, and she was obliged to sail
round the headland and Jand her passengers at Dekelia
Bay near Iarnaca, where the ses was calmer {(See the

Englisk «Cyprus Mails of Qctober 25, 1953).

The tiny Kyrenia harbour which ean take only small
-zaiques and fishing boats, was reconstructed by British
- engineers who placed its mouth facing the Nort-Bast
winds, and has ever since during rough seas been the
deathirap of caiques and small sailing vessels, many of
which have been smashed to pieces on the quay inside the
harbour. When the harbour was geconstructed, several
‘Kyrenians bought from time to fime a total of 82 caiques
which, as time passed, they saw one after the other
smashed fo pieces on the rocks and quay and never
botight any more. For the last 25 to 80 years, the only
boats that Kyrenians possess are 4 or B small rowing

fishing boats, which in rough weather are pulled out of
the harbour and kept on land.

And this state of affairs existe in an Island which
has been occupied for 78 vears by the greatest naval power
of the world, until recently. '

Owing to the ahsence of safe harbours there is no
fishing industry in Cyprus, and the small fishing boats
which belong to Cypriots have never been able to meet the
demand and fish is, therefore, scarce and VEry eXpensive,

MINING INDUSTRY IN CYPRUS: even tHis 1S usep By BRITISH

PROPAGAMDISTS TO DEFEAT JUSTICE, LIBERTY AND DEMO-
CRACY.

The principal minerals extracted are: cupreous and
iron pyrites, asbestos, chrome ore, sulphur, umber, gyp-
sum and cesment; and gold and silver in small quantities,
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The value of minerals exported in 1950 amounted to
nearly £ b,500,000; and their export reached a record of
£10,000,030 in 1952 Cupreous pyrites is the most import-
ant mineral prodaced, and it came out of the Mavro-
vouni mine of the Cyprus Mines Corporation, an \meri-
can Company, and from the Kalavassos, Sha and Agro-
kipia mines of the Hellenic Mining Company, a Greek

concern, and the Kinoussa mine of the Cyprus Sulphur &

Copper Company, an Baglish concern.

The British have not failed to distort even mining
history in order to serve their anti-Greek propaganda!
although extensive ancient workings and slag heaps and
underground galleries, and historical works testify that
Cyprus produced an important mining indestry during the
early Greek colonization, as well as later during the
classic Greek period, vet it is astonishing that Government
Annuval Colonial Reports of Cyprus carefully avoid mak-
ing any mention of coppsr being exiracted in the island
by the Greek settlers; but they inva#ably repeat, parrot-
like, that «Cyprus was an important producer of copper
during Phoeniciar and Roman times», althougk the FPhoe-
nicians did not appear in Cyprus before 800 B O, and
then to occupy two coastal stations for Commercial pus-
poses; the Romans occupied Cyprus in 88 B, C. And the
Government Reports ignore altogether the mention by
Homer in his Iliad XI, 20 that Cinyras of Cyprus, gave
Agamemunon a fine corselet meade of Cyprus copper for
use during the Trojan war; and the lines in Homer’s
Odyssey I, 184, which deseribe the ship which sailed to
alien-sp2aking folk toTamese with a cargo of shining iron
to fetch copper {or bronze) in its place, which one
of the best English archaeslogists (the late Stanley
Casson, M.A., F. 8 4, Fon. A.R.LB, A, Reader in
Classical Archaeology {n the Uuiversity of Oxford, Fellow
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gf New College, Member of the German Archaeclogical

nstitute states at pages 122 to 125 and continues to page
2% of his Book «Ancient Cyprus—Its Art and Archaeo-

logy») to be taken most seriously as indication of active
‘popper-mining in Cyprus in the late Mycenaean Ages,

And the same author continues al page 128 of his
same Book «Ancient Cypruss published in 1987, as follows:
«Furthermore, as evidence that the large Skourio-
tissa mines were worked im the Bronze Age, we have
the large Mycenaean settlement of Katydhata, of
which Davies makes no mention at all, while Ta-
massos was famous in antignity for its copper mines
and their particular by-preduct the (los fou halkows,
Coal has also been found in the Island but has not
besn extracted yet; a local company is engaged in oil
vrospecting, a test-well of which has reached a depth of
aver 4,000 feet.

At the end of the war the Anglo-Iragian Oil Company
obtained from the Government permits to prospect for oil
zll over Cyprus (excluding one spot for which a permit
had already been given to local emterprise), They carried
out geological surveys for the purpose, and their experts
stated at the time that there was oil in the Island, Then
thay imported the necessary drilling plant and commenced
drilling boreholes to make sure that oil existed. A few
months later, they suddenly stopped boring and persist-
ently published that there was no oil in Cyprus but, cuxi
cusly enough thev dysmamited the bore-holes and refused
to allow the nearby villages to pump out the water from
them which is so badly needed in the island; the Company
renews every year ifs oil prospecting licences over Cyprus
and keeps an office in Nicosia,

87




ISTIE JH OYPRIG,

Justice in Cyprug bes been slow: it has not been une
usual to have cases pending for, 2 3 4, 5, 6or more years
before finally tried. The constitution of the Cousis has not

e of whom s the Chief Juctics, who i3 alwsys an
Canglishoman, ;md one Gresk or Turkisk Judge.
has power 16 hear all civil and ariminal appeals
irom all other Courts, Iz the event of disagreement:
between the two Judges, the appelisnt’s appesl is
dismissed, o

been conducive io justice,

Tae Courts of Cypros econsist of

{a} Magistrate’s Courts of one Judge, trying both civil
and criminal cases, with restricted jurisdicticn;

{b) District Courts of one judge frving both eivil and
criminal cases, with larger but restricted junssdzctmn;

{c} Full District Courts, composed of ¢ Judges, sitting
together, one of whom is the President, have unlimit-
ed civil jurisdiction. In the event of disagreement
between the two Judges, the Plaintiif’s action, or the
action of the vparty uponm whom the onus of proct
lies, is dismissed.

Justice from these Courts has suffered seriously owing
to their composition of ¢ Judges, instead of 8 or 5, when
the parties would obtain the decision of the majority oi
the Court. The British Government, for unknown feasons,
would not put this defect right. Before 1935, when this
gystem was put into force, ancther serious defect in the
composition and jurisdiction of the Cyprus Civil Courts
existed, whereby Divisional Courts composed of one Judge
had unlimited jurisdiction to try any civil case to an unjim-
ited amount, whereas full District Courts which were then
composed of § Judges, could only try cases the claim of
which did not exceed £ 800!

{d) Assize Courts consist of 3 Judges, one of whom is
the President of the Court, having unlimited original
jurisdiction,

{e} Appeal Court, consisting of 2 Judges sitting together,

B3

Justice from these Courts alse suffers seviously from
the same cause as in the case of the District Courts, as it
i ds :;ved of the opinion of the majority of & Court com-
nosed of B or & fudges.

(Y There is no Trial by Jury In any crimingl cases, The

Jury system is unknown in Cyprus.

{g} It bas not been & very unusual event f¢ have on the
pench English judges trying cases while they were
under the influence of intoxicating liguor,

All Judges in Cyprus, Hoglish, Greeks snd Turks,
are ge c—c?e& and appointed by the British Governer of the
island; they are paid fixed salaries by himn frora the Cy-
prus FPublic Revenue; thelr promotion, trassfer, retire-
wment, pension and dismissal are in his sole power,

The authority of government was never based op the
will of the people of Cyprus. The Isiand is governed by
wu absolute dictatoy, & British Governor, mow a Eritish
wilitary Governor, wbo alone is vested with all legislative
and executive powers, and he alone immposes his will upon
the whole population of Cyprus, enacting, amending, re-
pealing laws, issuing orders and regulations, imposing
taxeq, increasing taxes, imposing collective fines and com-
pepsations against whole villages or towns, erdering the
arrest without warrant and imprisoning without charge or
trial any person or persons on the suspicion and informate
icn of pald informers.

Since the Cyprus National Underground Liberation
Movement EOKA began its activities on the Ist Aprl
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1955, the Courts trying cases are openly hostile against
the Oreek accused. The Hnglish and Turkish Judges
cannet possibly be independent or impartial, ag they are
trying persons charged with the offence of demanding by
words or conduct their freedom from British rule, which
both EBritish and Turks oppose. NMor could the Greek
judges be independent or impartial, because they hawve
been terrorised by the Brifish (Governor who, a few
months ago, dismissed a Greek Judge, Mr. G. Georgion,
from his post because, not finding the evidence adduced
before him by the Prosecution as sufficient to convict cer-
tain persons accused for political offences, he acquitted
them, Since November last, when the Emergency Crder
and Regulations were put into force in Cyprus, justice has
deteriorated still further. The evidence against Greok
persons accused of political offences consist of English
soldiers andlor Turkish policemen and paid informers as
witnegsses, who are hostile o the Greek population and
therefore prejudiced,




