European Cultural Month 1995

Nicosia, following in the footsteps

of Krakow, Graz and Budapest, is’ -

preparing o host the European Cultural

Month from September 15 to

October 15, 1995. At the same fime

Luxembourg takes on the role of

European Cullural Capital for 1995.

These two capital cilies will work

closely fogether fo present

their common heritage and civilisation

- Luxembourg as the heart of Europe and
_ Nicosia as its far-flung expression.. -

Nicosia Municipality, its cultural insfitufions,
museums, and its people, will honour

with affection the institution of the
European City which was introduced

in 1985 at the initictive of the late

Melina Mercouri,

Mare information about the various
activities planned during the European -
Cultural Month in Nicosia is available

from the offices of the Nicosia Municipality
in Nicosia and the Cyprus Tourism
Organisation (C.T.O) in Cyprus and abroad:

) MUNICIPALITY OF NICOSIA
Office of the Cultural Month
PO. Box 1015
Tel.:02-362585-6 fax: 02-362891
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CT.0. - Cyprus
Nicosia &
Loiki Yitonia

Tel. 02-444264

" Limassol

15, Spyros Araouzos Str,
{fg—362756

Larnaka .
Plateia Vasileos Pavlou
Tel. 04-654322

P.ufos' .
3, Gladstone Str.,
Tel. 06-232841

Agia Napa :
17, Arch. Makarios Ave.,

- Tel. 03-721796

Platres
Tel. 05421316

C1.0. - Abroad

: United Kingdom

213, Regent street
London WI, R8-DA
Tel. 0717349622

Germany

Koiserstrasse 50° .
D-60329 Frankfurt/Mainl
Tel. 069-251919

France

15 rue de la Paix
75002 Paris
Tel. 0142614249

Greece

36, Voukourestiou Str,,
Athens 10673 :
Tel. 3610178

Sweden

Vasogoton 11, 5-111 20
Stackholm .

Tel. 08-105025

Italy
6, via §. Sofio 20122 Mileno
Tel. 02-58303328

Switzerland -
Gottfried-Keller Strasse 7,
CH-8001-Zurich
Tel. 012623303

Holland
Prinsengrachl, 600
1077 KS Amsterdom
Tel. 020-6244358

Austria-
Walfischgasse 6/Stg. /11
1010 Viemna .~
Tel. 0222-5121458

Belgivm -

2, Bovlevord Clovis [Square Ambiorix)

1040 Brussels
Tel. 02.7350621/7350691

USA :

13, East 40th Str., New York
New York 10016 .
Tel. 212.6835280

Jopan ;
Palais France Bldg 729
1481 INGUMAE -
Shibuya-ku

Tokyo 150
Tol. 0334979329

Nicosia

European
Cultural

Month 1995
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Nicosia is our capital...

A city effervescent with life for the
past 3,000 years, a turbulent history
spanning thousands of years and a
stunning tradition.

This is where East meets West:

a beautiful meeting point that combines
the pleasures of Europe and the charm
of the East. A world full of memories
of a bygone era in which the recent
historical past is always close to mind.

Nicosia has been a divided capital

~ for some years now - divided because
a line, the so-called Green Line, slices
it in two. This line is the result of the
invasion and occupation of part of
our country by Turkish froops.

But in spite of all the difficulties,

we the people of Nicosia insist on
locking to the future with optimism
and love, and we have but one dream
- to see our cily reunited again.

Ni:qsiu then...

Nicosia in ancient fimes:

it evokes images of the first settlements
near the river, when the persondlity

of the "Nicosian" was being forged in
the. Middle Age of Copper around
1650 B.C.

Nicosia in the Byzantine era:

it demonstrates the faith of our people
in Christianity, Nowadays, Nicosia

has more than 15 churches resplendent
with frescoes and icons of a unique
beauty and craft.

Nicosia during Frankish and Venetian rule:
the city abounds in Gothic churches

and polaces, and becomes the centre

of the French royal family of the Lusignans.
This is when you find walls and

fortresses of the Venefian Republic,

the lion of Saint Mark confronting

the Ottoman threat.

But humble Nicosia then becomes

a district of the Ottoman Empire with
narrow streets, palm frees, minarets’
and small bozaars,

Nicosia is then absorbed by the
British Empire; The Governor's mansion
and ofher splendid buildings testify

to its magnificence,

Our Nicosia...

:

Since independence in 1960, -
it has been our Nicosia, as we live i,
as we, the inhabitants of today, enjoy it.

Public gardens in full blossom,

. outdoor restaurants, narrow alleys littered

whith traditional houses and luscious
malure gardens - a modern cosmopelitan
capital that still retains its scent of the
bazaar of the East.

Today Nicosia is the administrative
and economic centre of the island,
as well as its cultural heart,

Famagusta Gate, an infegral element

of the Venefian walls of the 16th century,
has been transformed by Nicosia
Municipality into the capital's Cultural Centre.
This pioneering transformation won

the 1984 Europa Nostra Award,

Nicosia Municipality has also founded
the Levention Museum, a museum that
presents the history of the city which
won the European Museum Award for 1991,

Now the building that once housed the
old electricity power station has been
converted into a Municipal Centre for the -Arts,
Indeed the entire city whithin the walls
is itself o living museum.

Right in the heart of the city is the

"Laiki Yitonia", another creation of Nicosia
Municipality. A beautiful area with narrow
streets, shops, restaurants, cafes and buildings
in fraditional architecture that house

rich folkloric tradition. It is indeed an oasis
for the tourist,

The two main commercial thoroughfares

in the old city are now pedestrian
precincts where both European and Eastern
influences abound. Take a walk in Nicosia
and you can sense the sweet faste of the
East, its mystical aroma blending easily
with a faste of the modern world.

The wallls that encircle the city also seem
to keep a tight grip on the place,

They preserve its beauty and its secrefs.
These stone walls are a daily reminder

to all of us that Nicosia has been through
so much during the ages and has still
survived. It has been o source of creation
and will continue 1o be so.



