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A Conference of 29 Communist and Workers' Parties
of Europe took place in Berlin, Capital of the
German Democratic Republic, on 29 and 30 June 1976.
Delegations from the following Parties took part in
the Conference:

COMMUNIST PARTY OF BELGIUM, headed by Comrade
JEAN TERFVE, Vice-Chaimman of the Party;

BULGARIAN COMMUNIST PARTY, headed by Comrade
TODOR ZHIVKOV, Finst Secretary o4 the Central Committee;

COMMUNIST PARTY OF DENMARK, headed by Comnade
KNUD JESPERSEN, Chairman of the Panty;

GERMAN COMMUNIST PARTY, headed by Comrade
HERBERT MIES, Chairnman o4 the Party;

SOCIALIST UNITY PARTY OF GERMANY, headed by
Comrade ERICH HONECKER, General Secretary of Zhe
Centrnal Committee;

COMMUNIST PARTY OF FINLAND, headed by Comrade
AARNE SAARINEN, Chaimman of the Party;

FRENCH COMMUNIST PARTY, headed by Comnade
GEORGES MARCHAIS, General Secretary of the Party;

COMMUNIST PARTY 0F GREECE, headed by Comrade
HARILAOS FLORAKIS, Finst Secretary of the Central
Committee;

COMMUNIST PARTY OF GREAT BRITAIN, headed by
Comrade GORDON McLENNAN, General Secretary of the Party;

COMMUNTIST PARTY OF IRELAND, headed by Comaade
MICHAEL 0'RIORDAN, Genenal Secretarny of ithe Party;




ITALTIAN COMMUNIST PARTY, headed by Comnrade
ENRICO BERLINGUFR, General Secretary of the Party;

LEAGUE OF COMMUNISTS 0F YUGOSLAVIA, headed b
_Comnade JOSIP BROZ TITO, Chairman 04 the Pangu;

 COMMUNIST PARTY OF LUXEMBOURG, headed by C
DOMINTQUE URBANY, Chaiwman of the pa&tuf omiade

'COMMUNIST PARTY OF THE NETHERLANDS, headed by
Comrade HENK HOEKSTRA, Chairman of the Party;

COMMUNIS% PARTY OF NORWAY, headed by Comnad
, Comnade
MARTIN GUNNAR KNUTSEN. Chainman o4 %he Party;

COMMUNIST PARTY OF AUSTRIA, headed by Comna
FRANZ MUHRI, Chaimman of the Party; Y Comnade

POLISH UNITED WORKERS' PARTY, headed by Comrad
. ’ ¢

EDWARD GIEREK, Finst Sechetary of the genfgaf

Committee; ' v '

PORTUGUESE COMMUNIST PARTY. headed b Comrad
. h ade
ALVARO CUNHAL, General Secretary oA %he Party;

ROMANTAN COMMUNIST PARTY, headed b Cdmnade
NICOLAE CEAUSESCU, General 3ecnezazg of the Party;

SAN MARINO COMMUNIST PARTY, headed by Comnad.
ERMENEGILDO GASPERONI, Chaiwman oA tZe Pamtgf

LEFT PARTY-COMMUNISTS 0F SWEDEN, headed by
Comnade LARS WERNER, Chaimman of the Party;

SWISS PARTY OF LABOUR, headed by Comrade
JAKOB LECHLEITER, Member of the Politbureau and
Secnetarny o4 the Central Commitiee;

COMMUNIST PARTY OF THE SOVIET UNION, headed by
Comnade LEONID 1. BREZHNEV, General Secretary

04 the Central Commitiee;

COMMUNIST PARTY OF SPAIN, headed by Comrade
SANTTAGO CARRILLO, General Secretary of the Party;

COMMUNIST PARTY OF,CZECHOSLOVAKIA, headed by
Comrade GUSTAV HUSAK, General Secretary o4 the
Central Committee;

COMMUNIST PARTY OF TURKEY, headed by Comrade
1. BILEN, General Secretary of the Central
Committee;

HUNGARTAN SOCTALTST WORKERS' PARTY, headed by
Comrade JANOS KADAR, Finst Secretary of ithe
Central Committee;

SOCTALIST UNITY PARTY OF WEST BERLIN, headed by
Comnade ERICH ZIEGLER, Deputy Chairman of the Paurty;

PROGRESSIVE PARTY OF WORKING PEOPLE OF CYPRUS
[AKEL), headed by Comrade CHRISTOS PETAS, Member
of the Politbuwreau of the Central Committee.



The representatives of these Parties exchanged
their views on a limited range of questions relating
to the struggle for peace, security, co-operation
and social.progress in Europe. Each of the
participating Parties is willing to help achieve
these aims.

The participants in the Conference emphasise
that their Parties, on the basis of a political line
worked out and adopted by every Party in complete
independence in accordance with the socio-economic
and political conditions and the specific national
features prevailing in the country concerned, are
firmly resolved to continue waging a consistent
struggle in order to achieve the objectives of
peace, democracy and social progress, which is in
line with the general interests of the working
class, the democratic forces and the mass of the
people in all countries.

They state with all clarity that the policy
of peaceful coexistence, active co-operation
between states irrespective of their socizal
systems, and international detente correspond
both to the interests of each people as well as
to the cause of progress for the whole of
mankind and in no way mean the maintenance of the
political and social status quo in the various
countries, but on the contrary create optimum
conditions for the development of the struggle
of the working class and all democratic forces
as well as for the implementation of the
inalienable right of each and every people
freely to choose and follow its own course of
development for the struggle against the rule
of the monopoiies, and for socialism.

whhNhdk

The participants in the Conference note
that essential positive changes have taken place
in the international situation which are the
result of the shift in the balance of forces
in favour of the cause of peace, democracy,

. national liberétion, independence and socialism,

and the result of the intensified struggle by the
mass of the people and broad political and social
forces. This has led to the process of transition
from a policy of tension and confrontation to the
implementation of the course towards detente and
the normalisation and all-round development of
new relations and co-operation between states and
peoples. ‘

On this basis a new situation has also emerged
in Europe. Important problems which poisoned the
international atmosphere, including some outstanding
since World War 1, have been resolved through
negotiation; numerous treaties, agreements,
declarations and other accords have been concluded
between states in the spirit of peaceful
co-existence. All this has created conditions
for the development of new relations and co-operation
between states, for overcoming the division of the
continent into opposing military blocs, and for
disarmament.

The very fact that the Helsinki Conference
on Security and Co-operation in Europe was held
reflects with maximum clarity the changes that
have taken place on our continent since the peoples

won victory in the war against fascism and had

shown their determination to live under conditions
of peace and security and to co-operate with one
another and to build their future in accordance
with their legitimate aspirations. The Conference,
which is of historic importance, worked out and
fixed the principles of friendly relations and
co-operation between states: sovereign equality;
respect for the rights inherent in sovereignty;
refraining from the threat or use of force;
inviolability of frontiers; territorial integrity
of states; peaceful settiement of disputes;
non-intervention in internal affairs; respect for
human rights and fundamental freedoms, including
the freedom of thought, conscience, religion or
belief; equal rights and self-determination of



peoples; co-operation among states; fulfilment in

good faith of obligations under international law.

The Conference on Security and Co-operation in
Europe confirmed the possibility for and create
benefits of dealing with, and solving, the most
complex of international problems through the
participation of all interested countries on the
basis of their full equality. It has opened up
new prospects for the further consolidation of

peace and security, for the fruitful development of

relations and of co-operation between all
European countries. This will have positive
consequences for all peoples of the world.

The effectiveness of the agreements reached
in Helsinki depends, to a decisive extent, on
how consistently and strictly all participating
states observe the ten principles which they
agreed upon,-and implement all provisions of the
Final Act, which form a coherent whole. It will
become greater the more consistertly the
participating states continue in their efforts
to build up European security and to develop
their co-operation on an equal footing in tha
spirit of the agreements concluded at the
Conference. These are indispensable prerequisites
for detente to become a continuous process
which is always increasing in vitality and
scope. As experience up to now has shown, this
requires new active efforts by the Communist
and Workers' Parties, by all democratic and
peace-loving forces, by public opinion at large
and by the mass of the people on our continent.

The democratic and anti-fascist struggle
of the working class and of the mass of the
people has reached a new level in Western Europe
today. The fascist regime in Portugal has
been overthrown. A struggle for far-reaching

democratic and social changes is taking place

in that country. In Greece, the fascist
dictatorship has collapsed. In Spain the
monarchy, heir to the last bastion of fascism

in Europe, is trying to continue Francoism against
mounting and unified opposition from all anti-
fascist and democratic forces. All over the
capitalist-dominated part of Europe the movement
of the working people and progressive forces
seeking to bring about democratic changes in

all fields of economic, social and political
life has increased in scope.

The participants in the Conference welcome
the historic victory of the Vietnamese people
and the victories of th: peoples of Laos and
Kampuchea over the imperialist aggressors and
domestic reaction. These victories are of
world-wide significance; they prove that there
are no forces capable of breaking the determination
of peoples to fight for freedom and independence.

The ending of the Portuguese colonial war
and the achievement of national independence by
the peoples of Guinea-Bissau, Mozambique, Sao Tome,
the Cape Verde Islands and Angola, which brings
nearer the overthrow of the racist regimes in
Southern Africa, and also the struggle of all the
other liberation movements for the complete
liquidation of colonialism represent a major
contribution to the cause of peace and security.

The failure of the imperialist blockade against
Cuba, the international recognition of the German
Democratic Republic and the normalisation of
relations with the GDR by a large number of
countries have gone a long way towards strengthening
international security and reinforcing socialism's
position.

A1l this is the result of decades of struggle by
all anti-imperialist, democratic and progressive forces.



Because of their development, their continuous
economic growttr resulting from the nature of
socialist society, which serves the interests of
the mass of working people, and because of their
foreign policy which is directed towards gaining
acceptance for the principles of peaceful
co-existence and is exerting an ever greater
influence on international relations, the socialist
countries are playing an outstandihg role in
preventing a new world war, in strengthening
international security and in continuing the
process of detente.

The peoples who have achieved freedom and

“independence have become an influential
international force. The a vement of non-aligned
countries, which includes the majority of
developing countries, is now one of the most
important factors in world politics It renders
an active contribution to the fight for peace,
security, detente and equal co-operation, for

the establishment of a just system of internationa
geiitical and economic relations, and to the
struggle against imperialism, colonialism, neo-
colonialism and all forms of domination and
exploitation.

in the capitalist countries, there is a
growth in the activities of the working class
and other broad social and political forces which
advocate peace and co-cperation among peoples
and which constitute an important factor in the
struggle for strengthening detente.

In these countries, the struggle of the
werking class - the main force in social
development and which represents the interests
of the whole mass of working people, the interests
of social progress and overall national interests -
and the struggle of the other democratic and
anti-monopolist forces are developing with
increasing strength. These struggles are

directed against the foundations of rule by
monopoly capital. Ever broader sections of
society are realising the historical necessity
of replacing capitalist society by socialist
society, which will be built up in accordance
with the desires of each people.

In the neutral states there are growing
efforts by the mass of the people to make more
effective use of the opportunities provided by
the status of neutrality so as to serve the
interests of peace and the strengthening of
security on our continent.

The struggle of all anti-imperialist, anti-
colonialist and progressive forces has helped and
helps to improve the political climate in the
world and in Europe. '

All these factors are of decisive importance
for the implementation of the policy of peaceful
coexistence and for the development of active
co-operation between all countries as the sole
alternative to nuclear world war.

Ali~this ovens up new prospects for the
successful struggle of the peoples for the further
transformation of international relations in
Europe in the spirit of detente, and for democracy
and progress. All this helps to give socialist
ideas a greater impact on social development.

The participants in the Conference appreciate
the advances which have been made in the sphere
of detente. At the same time, they stress that
world peace is by no means guaranteed as vyet,
that detente has not vet been stabilised and that
serious obstacles still have to be surmounted on
the road ieading towards lasting security an
co-operation. S



The concentration on the European continent of

extraordinarily strong military forces with the most

dangerous destructive capacities at their disposal,
the intensified continuation of the arms race,

the build-up of ever larger stockpiles of weapons,
including weapons of mass destruction, the
maintenance of foreign military bases and foreign
armed forces on the territory of other states,

and imperialist pressure and interference in
internal affairs represent a direct source of
danger for peace, security and co-operation
between states and are obstacles in the way of

the realisation of the aspirations of the

European peoples to achieve independence and
progress.

The policies of imperialism and neo-
colonialism and all forms of oppression and
exploitation remain the main danger to peace
and to the independence and equality of the
peoples. At the same time, unequal economic
development and inequitable economic and
political relations represent a source of
tension and conflict, and a serious obstacle
in the way of independence and social progress.

The position of imperialism, which has not
changed its nature, has been weakened as a
consequence of the changes in the balance of
forces. This finds its expression in the
fact that it is neither capable of reversing
the historic achievements of socialism nor
of halting the advance of the progressive
forces and of the movement for the
liberation and independence of the peoples.

The difficulties imperialism is going.
through are the result of a further
aggravation of the general crisis of the
capitalist society - econhomic, social,
moral and political - and manifests itself
in various forms and dimensions in different

countries. Such characteristic features of the
current serious crisis as chronic inflation, the .-
crisis of the monetary system, the. fact that .
productive capacities are increasingly underused,
and the unemployment of millions of working people
are making themselves felt with particular
intensity. Everywhere the crisis entails serious
consequences for the working and living conditions
of the working class, peasants and farmers, and
the middle strata, hitting young people, women

and foreign workers especially severely. It is
accompanied by manifestations of moral decay and by
upheavals which testify to its political nature.

The crisis leads to profound contraditions
in international political and economic relations.
It is also manifest in serious trade conflicts,
in merciless competition between the monopoly
groups ‘of various countries, including those of
the EEC countries, and in the contradictions
between the capitalist monopolies and the
developing countries.

All this proves that the economic and social
structure of capitalist society is becoming more
and more inconsistent with the needs of the
working~and popular masses and with the
requirements of social progress and of democratic
political development.

The working class and all working people
in the capitalist-dominated part of Europe are
struggiing for a democratic way out of the crisis
which would correspond to the interests of the
broad mass of the people and open up the way
for a socialist transformation of society.

The reactionary quarters of big business
are attempting to find a way out of the present
situation by curtailing the democratic and
social rights of the mass of the peopie and
by shifting the burden of the crisis onto them.



Furthermore, these forces are striving to obstruct

. the policy of detente and active co-operation, to

undermine the results of the Helsinki Conference and
to recreate an atmosphere of tension and
confrontation in relations between states. There
are still certain forces who are bent on a return

to cold war politics, which led to the division of
the continent into opposing blocs. Communist
Parties and other democratic and peace-loving

forces have fought against and continue to fight
against these policies.

The arms race must be ended and a process
of reducing armaments and armed forces must be
initiated. The growing arms expenditure bears
down more and more heavily on the working people
and the mass of the people. |f these huge
resources were spent on raising the living
standards of the peoples, on overcoming economic
backwardness, on aid and support for the
developing countries and on environmental
protection, this would immensely benefit the
advance of all mankind.

The socialist, the non-aligned and other
peace-loving countries, the Communist and
Workers' Parties, the progressive and
democratic forces of Europe are all fighting
for these aims. It is of urgent and vital
concern to all peoples on our continent to
overcome the resistance of reactionary quarters
in the NATO countries and of other
conservative forces which oppose these aims.

As the Parties participating in the
Conference stand for the overcoming of the
division of Europe into blocs and for a policy
of disarmament, they speak out against any
steps inconsistent with this objective.

There is a close interrelationship between
the struggle for peace, detente, security

and the implementation of the principles of
peaceful coexistence, for strengthening mutual
trust between the pecples and states, and the
struggle for new economic and political
chievements for the working people and for social
progress. : :

The Communist and Workers' Parties
participating in the Conference consider that
these objectives can be achieved all the more
rapidly the more effective the efforts become to
thwart any and every tendency of a reactionary
and authoritarian nature, torend the arms race,
to bring about disarmament and to curb and overcome
the power of the monopolies in the lives of
individual countries and on the international
scene.

They consider the fight for detente to be
an important contribution to the creation of
international conditions favouring social progress.
They are of the opinion that the ever more
comprehensive implementation of the principles
of peaceful coexistence, especially - concerning
Europe - of the principles contained in the
Final Act of the Helsinki Conference, creates
favourable conditions for the full independence
and the self-determined development of countries
and promotes the struggle of the peoples for
economic and social progress. |t creates more
favourable conditions of struggle for the
movements for demccratic and socialist
transformation in the capitalist countries. It
creates moee favourable conditions for carrying
out the programmes for the economic, social and
political development of the socialist countries
and the ever more comprehensive realisation of
the potentialities of socialism.

The aspiration of the peoples for justice
and peace is growing as a result of all these
factors. At the same time, the ideais of socialism
ate gaining an ever greater place in the

|
|




consciousness of ever broader masses.

The Communist and Workers' ?arties of the
European countries, together with the othe; ;
democratic and peace-loving forces, have ph?yi
a decisive role in the political actions WhIC
made possible a turn towards detente and_t e Cion
strengthening of security anq Fowafds co oEera
in Europe. The Parties participating l? tfe
Conference will continue to work actlve.y] or
a Europe of peace, co-operation and socia
progress.

in this spirit, they will develop their
internationalist, comradely and volunt?ry ]
co-operation and solidarity on the baS|§ o
the great ideas of Marﬁ, Engel?p?zg ginln,
ictly adhering to the princ
Zzza?gtz and sovereign iqdePendence o;feéc:
Party, non-interference In |nt§rnalya airs,
and respect for their free choice of .
different roads in the struggle fzer?cta
e of a progressive nature an
zzi?glism. ?he struggle of each ?arty for
socialism in its own country an@ its )
responsibility towards the working class ?Zh
the people of that country are bound up wi
mutual solidarity among worklng people of
all countries and all progressive movements
~and peoples in their struggl? f9r freedom
and the strengthening of their independence,
for democracy, socialism and world peace.

: i : ies are
The Communist and Workers' Parties
aware that a Europe of peace and progress can
only be the result of many-slded efforts,
and the outcome of rapprochement

understanding and co-operaFion among the
broadest political and social forces.

They consider dialogue and co-operation between
Communists and all other democratic and peace-loving
forces as necessary. In this, they base themselves
on what they all have in common and stand for the

removal of mistrust and prejudices which may hamper
their co-operation. :

They consider it their duty to direct the
attention of all popular forces to the damage done
by aggressive anti-Communism to the development of
the movement for peace and progress. - The Communist
Parties do not consider all those who are not in

- agreement with their policies or who hold a critical
attitude towards their activity as being anti-
Communist. Anti-Communism is and remains an
instrument which imperialist and reactionary forces
Use not only against Communists but also against
other democrats and against democratic freedoms.
These forces are conducting campaigns against the
Communist Parties, the socialist countries, beginning
with the Soviet Union, against the forces of
socialism and progress, campaigns which aim to
discredit the policy and the ideals of Communists
among the mass of the people and to prevent unity
within the working-class movement and co-operation
among the democratic and popular forces. It is
in the interests of the aspiration of the popular
forces for progress and for democratic development
to isolate and overcome anti-Communism. The
Communist and Workers' Parties will act in such a way
that their policies and the ideals of justice and
Progress, whose champions they are, become ever
more a force promoting the broadest unity of the
working -people and of the mass of the people.

The participants in the Conference welcome the
successes achieved in a number of countries and
at international levels in developing co-operation
between Communist and socialist or social-democratic
parties. They consider that the basic interests
~of the working class and of all working people
~require the overcoming of the obstacles which stand




in the way of co-operation and which complicate
the struggie of the mass of working people against
monopoly capital and against the reactionary

and conservative forces.

The Communist and Workers' Parties participating
in the Conference reaffirm their rejection of any
policy or ideology which in essence means the
subjection of the working class to the system of
capitalism. They underline their determination
to work consistently for the strengthening of
their Parties and for the extension of their
ties with the working class and all working people.
At the same time, they stress once again their
readiness to contribute towards co-operation,
on the basis of equality, with all democratic
forces and in particular with the socialist and
social-democratic parties in the struggle for
neace, democracy and progress for society.

The fight waged by the Communist Parties and
other democratic forces in the capitalist
countries on our continent for the removal of
all vestiges of fascist regimes, for the
development of democracy, for peace, and
against the ever growing threat which the
operations of the international monopolies and
the multinational corporations pose to the
sovereignty and independence of each and
every country, is of great importance for the
transformation of Europe into a continent of
peace and progress.

The Communist and Workers' Parties
participating in the Conference stress that
the working people have common interests and
that united action by them plays a decisive
role in the effective defence of their rights.
They therefore consider it impcrtant that
all working people, irrespective of their
political and religious beliefs, unite their
efforts in the struggle for their vital
interests.

The influence of the working class is growing
through the unification 6f efforts by its trade
union organisations both at national and
international levels. Communists will continue
in every respect to support thé drive for unity
which is growing in the trade unlon organssatlons
and their independent act|v1tves -

Ever broader Catholic forces, members of other
Christian communities and adherents to other
faiths play an important role in the struggle
for the rights of the working people and for
democracy and peace. The Communist and Workers'
Parties recognise the necessity of dialogue and
joint action with these forces, which is an
inseparable part of:the struggle for the
development of Europe in a spirit of democracy
and in the direction of social progress.

" The Communist and Workers' Parties participating
in the Conference address themselves to women,
whose role in professional life, in everyday
social and political struggles is growing, calling
upon them to increase their contribution to the
common cause of all forces of peace and social
progress as a necessary prerequisite for the
achievement of genuine equality and liberation
for women.

The participants in the Conference support
the efforts of young people, in whose hands lies
the future of our continent, to take part with
growing strength in the struggle for a Europe
of peace, progress and freedom which marches
forward to a socialist future.

The Communist and Workers'! Parties participating
in the Conference turn to manual and clerical
workers, to peasants and farmers, the middle strata,

to members of scientific and technological professions

and cultural workers, to all political parties, mass
organisations and associations, to all people

interested in progress and a peaceful future for
Europe and call upon them to work actively for the
following objectives:



1

FOR STRENGTHENING

THE PROCESS OF DETENTE

BY TAKING EFFECT!VE MEASURES
TOWARDS DISARMAMENT

AND TOWARDS STRENGTHENING
SECURITY IN EUROPE

The participants in the Conference call
for the strict observance and full implementation
of the principles and accords which are
contained in the Final Act of the Conference
on Security and Co-operation in Europe and of all
treaties and agreements serving the cause of
peace and security.

So as to guarantee the durability of detente
“and to strengthen and extend it further, the
decisions adopted in Helsinki must be supported
‘and sustained by the struggle of the mass of the
people to implement them fully and completely,
to curb and push back the reactionary forces,
who reject the resuits of the Conference on
Security and Co-operation in Europe and who
seek to thwart the course towards detente
and security for the peoples.

The participants in the Conference advocate
active campaigning by the mass of the people
and all peace-loving forces, inter alia through
demonstrations of solidarity, in order
resolutely to repel all attempts at
interference in the internal affairs of any
country and to challenge any act encroaching
upon the inalienable right of each and every
people to determine its own future freely and
in sovereignty.

STATEMENT OF THE
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, COMMUNIST PARTY
OF GREAT BRITAIN.

The Executive‘Committee of the Communist Party
of Great Britain, at its meeting on July 10th-11th
1976, heard a report from its delegation to the

" Conference of Communist and Workers' Parties of

Europe held in Berlln on June 29th-30th 1976.

, The agreement reached on the document of the
Conference, FOR PEACE, SECURITY, CO- OPERAT{ON
AND ‘SOCIAL PROGRESS “was -an amportant -success
for European Commun:sts in the strugale. for T
peace-and progress. With the presence of..
delegations from 29 Partles, the Berlin Conference~‘ T
was the most representative Communist Conference ever'fj,
held in Europe. By their realistic aporoach e
to the problems facina ‘Europe, the Communist and
Workers' Parties have been able to extend their .
co-operation; thus belying press speculatlons
prler';o the Conference.v-,_ - :

Tbe document of the Conference deciar

“The parttc&pants in the Confe5
-emphasise that their Parties,
of a political line: worked ‘ot
adopted by every Party in comp
vindependence ‘in accordan
socio-economic and po
- ‘and the specific n
prevalllng.f
are firmly




' The Executive Committee fully agrees with this
statement, and supports the broad outlines of the
document and its main propositions.

In appealing to the Labour Movement and to all
progressive people and supporters of peace in
Britain to redouble their efforts to consolidate
and extend detente, we would draw special attention
to the need to end the arms race, take serious
measures towards complete disarmament, work for
the dismantling of all foreign military bases,
end the production of nuclear weapons, destroy
existing stocks and call on the British
Government to withdraw from NATO and work for
the dissolution of NATO and the Warsaw Treaty
Organisation.

We welcome the free and open discussion
which took place at the Berlin Conference
on the various problems. It was an expression
of the fact that all parties act independently,
that there is no directina centre or leading
Party, and that each Party determines its
own domestic and international policy. The
Conference recognised that the relations
between Communist and Workers'-Parties are
based on these realities, which, over the past
decade have been increasinaly affirmed.

We welcome also the fact that the
speeches of the deleaates reaffirmed that
there are different roads to Socialism; that
there is no single model, ‘and that: :
Communist Parties in Western Europe are
working for broad democratic alliances
embracing the majority of their people so as
to facilitate a democratic road to Socialism
without ¢ivil war.

o it

The preparations for the Conference, and its
outcome, confirm the correctness of. the views
expressed in the resolution on The International

Communist Movement adopted by our 30th National

Congress in November 1967, when we declared

that forms of joint action and association
between Communist and Workers' Parties '‘have
changed in the past, and will continue to change
in response to the evolution of the Parties and
the developments in the situation....' Our
resolution stressed:-

“The affairs of the International
Communist Movement can no longer be
handled on the basis of international
conferences which attempt to work out
comprehensive lines of policy, ‘
strategy and tactics intended to be
valid for all parties. Such an attempt
would conflict with the sovereign
rights of individual parties, their
elected leaderships and their congresses,
which alone have the right to evolve
policy and forms and methods of
struggle for themselves.

iNevertheless, international conferences
and meetings of Communist Parties can
perform a valuable and irreplaceable
role in enabling the Parties to meet,
to exchange opinions, ‘in order to
reach understanding on one ancther’s
assessment of world phenomena, to
share one another's problems and
experiences of activity, and agree on
matters of common concern which can be
the subject of united action...."



Last month's Conference in Berlin and the
preparations for it, lasting nearly two vears and
involvina prolonged discussions over textual
formulations in the various drafts of the document,
indicates that some methods utilised hitherto in
the International Communist Movement are no longer
appropriate. This view was also expressed by ther
delegations. New. more flexible forms are required
which provide for more cpen and free debate
of our different political views and assessments,
while preserving and strengthening our common
action against imperialism in the struggle for
peace, national liberation, democracy and social
progress. '

In support of peace and security in Europe
we appeal for unity in action with all Labour and
progressive forces even when they do not share
all our views on wider social and political
questions.

At the same time we shall continue to act
in solidarity with all peoples fighting for
national and social liberation. and to make our
contribution to the international struggle for
peace and social progress.

August 1976

In order to strengthen and deepen detente, it
is imperative to take concrete measures for
disarmament and for ensuring effective security
in Europe through efforts by all countries with
a view to overcoming the division of the continent
into military blocs. Europe can and must
become an example of practical implementation of
measures for military detente.

Mass action by the working class, the working
people and by all pecples on our continent are
of decisive importance for the achievement of
these goals.

The Communist and Workers' Parties of Europe
emphatically call for energetic efforts to
achieve:

- an end to the arms race in all forms,
particularly nuclear armament;

- the speeding up of negotiations on
questions of disarmament in the framework
of the United Nations and the implementation
of effective measures designed to achieve
general and complete disarmament under
strict international control;

- the dismantling of foreign military bases
and the withdrawal of foreign troops and
armaments from foreign territory and the
disbandment of thesse troops;

- a systematic reduction of the miltitary
budgets of all states, primarily of those
which possess nuclear weapons and of other
states with a2 large military potential.



It is urgently necessary to remove the danger
" of nuclear war, the unleashing of which would

be the greatest crime against humanity.
This requires:

- the undertaking by all states to
renounce the use of, or the threat
to use, nuclear weapons and, more
generally, to renounce the use or
threat of force in international
relations under any circumstances
whatsoever;

- ending the nuclear arms race including
means of delivery of nuclear weapons,
and banning all nuclear weapon tests
in all media;

- taking effective measures for the
withdrawal of nuclear weapons from
the territory of other states and
preventing the proliferation of
such weapons; and establishing
nuclear-weapon-free zones as steps
towards general and complete
disarmament;

- reducing nuclear weapons and their
means of delivery, prohibiting
and ending the production of all
kinds of nuclear weapons and
destroying them.

it is necessary that all states which so
desire be given the opportunity to use
nuclear energy for peaceful purposes, on the
basis of equality and without any
discrimination. ’

It is necessary to continue to press for:

- the ratification by all states of
the convention on the prohibition

and destruction of bacteriological
weapons;

- the conclusion at the earliest possible
date of a treaty on the prohibition and
destruction of chemical weapons and other
means of mass annihilation, as weil as
of a convention on the prohibition of
the use of environmental and climatic
modification techniques for miiitary
purposes;

- the prohibition of the development
and production of new kinds of weapons
of mass destruction and new systems of
such weapons;

- measures designed to prevent an
accidental occurrence of armed incidents
and their escalation intc international
crises;

- the renunciation of any show of
strength directed against any other
state or people.

The participants in the Conference advocate
the holding of intergovernmental meetings and
conferences on problems of disarmament, with
provision being made for the equal participation
of all states in such conferences or meetings.
They hotd it desirabie to make more comprehensive

use of the opportunities provided by the United
Nations for these aims.

They advocate the transformation of various
regions in Europe and the worid into zones
of peace and co-operation without foreign
troops and military bases.

Considering the close interrelationship
between all-European security and the
safeguarding of security in the Mediterranean
area, the Parties participating in the Conference
speak out against the further stockpiling of
weapens in this area, for the withdrawal of
nuclear-armed vessels from the Mediterranean,



for the dismantling of all foreign military
bases and, in the process of overcoming the
division of Europe into military blocs, for
the withdrawal of all foreign naval fleets
and troops, which will serve to transform
the Mediterranean into a sea of peace.

They call for:

- the strict observance of all treaties
and agreements which are designed to
limit and end the arms race;

- the reduction of armed forces and
armaments, chiefly in regions in
which military confrontation is
particularly dangerous, but also
in other areas of the continent, by
concluding such agreements,
involving all the states interested,
as do not prejudice the security
of any of the countries;

- the prevention of the creation of
new military blocs or military
groupings.

The Communist and Workers' Parties of
Europe will come out resolutely against

" any action directed at intensifying the

arms race and stepping up military
confrontation.

In the solution of problems of
disarmament and security, which are of vital
interest to ail states and peoples of the
world, the security interests of all countries
and the equal participation of all states
must be guaranteed.

Convinced that overcoming the division
of Europe into blocs constitutes an essential

contribution to the attainment of lasting
security and peace on our continent and in the
whole of the world, the participants in the
Conference advocate the simultaneous
dissolution of NATO and the Warsaw Treaty
Organisation and, as a first step, of their
military organisations. They stand for
concrete measures leading to this goal.

The participants in the Conference consider
it urgently necessary that propaganda for wars
of aggression or for the use or threat of
force in any form should be ended and
prohibited.

Moreover, it is necessary to inform the
public at large and all peoples extensively
and regularly about the course of
hegotiations and about measures undertaken
towards ending the arms race and towards
disarmament.
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"FOR EXTIRPATING FASCISM,

DEFENDING DEMOCRACY
AND NATIONAL INDEPENDENCE

A new situation has come about in Spain.
A powerful and united struggle which is
developing more and more openly in the
country heralds the imminent end of the last
fascist regime existing in Europe.

The monarchy at present ruling Spain
continues with Franccism, refuses to grant
amnesty to political prisoners and to
recognise trade union and political rights
and takes repressive measures against those
forces which ever more energetically express
their determination to bring about a
complete and genuire democratisation of
their country. The participants in the
Conference call for an immediate end to
repression as well as for an amnesty for all

political prisoners and all emigres.

They reject any attempt at continuing
the policy of Francoism in whatever form and
call on the democratic and progressive
forces in Europe to step up their active
and concrete solidarity with all anti-
fascist forces in Spain in their struggle
for democracy and freedom. A democratic
Spain, freed once and for all from all ‘
vestiges of fascism, is a vital necessity for
security and progress in Europe.

The Communist and Workers' Parties
express their solidarity with the Spanish
Communists and welcome the process of
growing unity of the democratic opposition
and of the anti-fascist and democratic
movement in Spain. Unity and joint action
of these forces represent the basic

precondition for the struggles of the mass

of the people to lead to the establishment of
a free and democratic Spain in the qgaf_future.

The participants in the Conference welcome
the progressive development taking place in
the new Portugal, which was liberated from
fascism on 25 April 1974, They support every

step towards unity in action among the Communists,

the Socialists, the Armed Forces Movement,
indeed all democratic forces, who have set
themselves the aim of building up a democratic,
independent and socialist-oriented Portugal as
it is now enshrined in the Constitution. They
express their solidarity with the Communists
and all democrats in Portugal who are defending
freedom and progress in the teeth of the danger
emanating from the reactionaries and fascists,
and they come cut strongly against any foreign
interference in the affairs of the Portuguese
people..

The participants in the Conference express
their solidarity with the people of Cyprus.
They call for the implementation, without
further delay, of the United Nations resclutions
on Cyprus which provide for the respect of the
independence and sovereignty, and territorial
integrity of the non-aligned Republic of
Cyprus, for the immediate and uncenditional
withdrawal of all foreign troops from Cyprus,
the immediate return of all refugees to their
homes under conditicons of safety and for the
peaceful sclution of the Cyprus problem by
meaningful and constructive negetiations between
the two Cypriot communities under the auspices
of the United Nations, to be conducted freely
on an equal focting for 2 settlement, serving
the interests of the two communities of Cyprus,

_ Greeks and Turks.

The participants in the Conference express



their solidarity with the struggle waged by
the Communists and all democratic forces of
Greece since the overthrow of the dictatorship
fcr the defence of democracy, for the
_regeneration of the country and for the
strengthening of its national independence.

The participants in the Conference express
their solidarity with the just struggle of the
democratic forces of Northern ireland for
guaranteeing and implementing civil and
democratic rights.

The participants in the Conference
emphatically demand the legalisation of the
Communist Party of Turkey and express their
solidarity with the democratic forces of that
country.

The participants in the Conference are
opposed to any discrimination against and
persecution of Communists and other progressive
forces, and to anti-democratic legislation
barring Communists and other democrats from
certain types of employment in the Federal
Republic cf Germany.

For democracy and social progress, for
the maintenance of peace and international
relations of mutual trust and friendly
co-operation it is necessary to eradicate
fascism, prevent its rebirth, either in
open or disguised forms, and fight against
the formatior and activities of fascist and
neo-fascist terrcr organisations and groups
as well as racialist propaganda and activities
which have the object of dividing the working
class and other prcgressive forces. With
this in mind, any attempt at applying
pressure from without and at interference, no
matter where and in whatever form, must be
repulsed. Today it is more necessary than

ever to step up the struggle for the defence

and development of democratic rights ir order

to halt the increasing tendency of moncpoly
capital to resort to repressive and authoritarian
methods of rule which are a danger to the
achievements of the European peoples and their
advance on the road of peace and social

progress.

The participants -in the Conference call for
the stepping up of mass campaigns in support
of the struggle of the peoples for democracy,
national independence and social progress.



3.

FOR THE DEVELOPMENT

OF MUTUALLY

BENEFICIAL CO-OPERATION,
FOR BETTER UNDERSTANDING
AMONG PECPLES

The participants in the Confer§nce.consi§er
that the development of co-operation involving
the most diverse fields of human endeavour
cerves to strengthen peace and security of the
pecples, and to enrich the human personality
in the spirit of the ideals of peace,.democracy
and humanism. A prerequisite and indtsPensable

~condition for this is respect for the right
of the people of each country to cho9se anq
develop its political, economic,‘SOC|al and
legal system independently and W|thouF outside
interference, and to protect and multiply
its historical and cultural heritage.

The participants in the Conference call
especially on the working class, on peasa?ts
and farmers, on intellectuals and profes§|ona1

_people, on all working people.to make this
co-operation more democratic in content and
to see that their organisations play an
active and energetic part in this
cc-operation.

The participants in the Conference therefore
call for action:

- to develop and expand co-operation .
among states on an all-European basis
in keeping with the principles and
accords contained in the Final Act
of the Helsinki Conference;

- to develop econcmic co-operaticn. between

all European states, irrespecti&e,of their
economic and social systems, on -the basis

of equality, respect for the national
sovereigntyof each and every state and
mutual berefit, which presupposes application
of the principle of most-favoured-nation
treatmert and an end to discriminatory
practices and restrictions standing in the
way of the cdevelopment of all-European trade.
This would be fully in conformity with the
interests of the working people's struggle
against the consequences of the crisis as
well as the interests of the economic
development of the countries of Eurcpe;

to develop co-operation in the spheres of
culture, science and techrcology, education,
information and of human contacts amcng aill
pecples for the purpose of better mutuval
acquaintanceship, the strengtherning of trust,
further rapprcachement of the Eurcpeen
countries and pecples as well as the spiritual
enrichment of huran life while fully respecting
the equality of rights of each people and
evéry individual, and while observing the
sovereignty of each country and the principle
of non-interference in its internal affairs;

to secure the ratification and strict
observarce by 1] European states of the
internaticnal covenants cn human rights
elaborated by the United Nations.. This

is in the interests of the strugglie of the
working class and a1l working people for
geruine social and political rights, such
as the right to work, to an education, ‘fo
hotsing, to the requisite social services,
to adeauate suppcrt when old, i1l or
disabled, for the sccomplishment of equality
for women and for the genuine participation
of wecrking people in social and public
decision-making;




- to cuarantee for migrant workers the same
working conditicns and wage levels as the
workers of the host country enjoy. The
social, cultural and political rights of
migrant workers and those of their families
should be based on principles of equality
with the citizens of the country of
employment. Maintenance of their civic
rights in their home cocuntries shoula be
guaranteed;

to ensure the strict and full implementaticn
by all states of the principles relating

to naticnal minorities in the Final Act

of the Helsinki Conference;

to intensify, and extend sclidarity

and support to, the struggle against

the policies of multinational monopolies,
which have a negative effect on the
working and living conditions of the
working people and flagrantly violate

the rational interests of peoples and the
scgvereignty cf states;

to prcmote town-twinning, contacts
between factory and office staffs and
between scientific and cultural
institutions, to extend the exchange

of educational visits by delegations of
various organisations and asscciations,
and to encourage tourism;

to ensure that mass media everywhere
wiil, on the basis of objective
information, be placed in the service
of mutual acquaintanceship, the
dissemination of ideas for a better
uncerstanding and the strengthening
of an atmosphere of trust and
co-cperation among peoples;

to expand the exchange of cultural
prcperty and art treasures, which serves

the realisation of the ideals of justice
freedom, fraternity and friendship among’
the pecples. The participants in the
Conference call upon scientific and

cultural workers and artists to broaden
co-cperation in this field.
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FOR PEACE, SECURITY,
CO-OPERATION,

NAT |ONAL INDEPENDENCE

AND SOCI|AL PROGRESS

IN THE WHOLE CF THE WORLD

The Communist and Workers' Parties
participating in the Conference are convinced
that the struggle for a Europe of peace,
co-operation and social progress is an important
contribution to the solution of the political,
economic and social problems facing the world
_at large, which calls for the participation
of all countries on equal terms. The positive
changes on this continent are providing
favourable conditions for peoples' liberation
struggles, the struggle against the danger
of war, for detente in other parts of the
world, and for the struggle of the peoples
against neo-colonialism and against all forms
of national oppression. The Communist and
Workers' Parties of Europe underline the
great importance of the obligation undertaken
by the countries which participated in the
Conference on Security and Co-operation in
Europe to develop their relations with all
countries. in: the spirit of the principles
agreed upon in Helsinki.

At the same time the struggle waged by
the peoples of newly independent countries
against imperialism and any forms of
domination and exploitation, and for the
establishment of & new international economic
order meeting the interests of the peoples
is of great importance for the transformation
of the world along progressive lines and
a powerful support in the struggle of the
European peoples for peace, security,
co-operation and social progress.

The participants in the Conference stand for:

- the elimination of the hotbeds of war through
negotiaticn and the strict fulfilment of
agreements reached, especially for a just
overall settlerent of the Middle East conflict
guaranteeing the withdrawal of Israeli troops
from all Arab territory occupied since 1967
and the national independence, security and
territorial integrity of all states in this
area and ensuring the legitimate right of
the Palestinian pecple to their own naticnal
state; they are opposed tc any outside
interference in the affairs of the pecples in
the Middle East.

- continuea suppcrt for the pecples of Vietnam,

Lacs and Kampuchea in their endeavours to
repair the damage suffered by them in the
war of aggression, and in their struggle for
the peaceful and democratic developméﬁt of
their countries;

- support for the government and pecple of

the Pecple's Republic cf Angola and their
efforts aimed at the consolidation of their
national independence and at their development
along the rocad of progress;

- the release of all Chilean patriots and

democrats imprisoned by the fascist junta,
for greater international campaigns of
solidarity in support of the Chilean people's
struggle for the restoration of human rights
and democratic freedoms in Chile; an
immediate end to the acts of terror and
reprisal being perpetrated against Communists
and other democrats in Uruguay, Paraguay,

Guatemala and a number of other Latin American
countries;

all-round support for the Democratic People's
Republic of Korea in its struggle for the
peaceful and democratic unification of the
country without any outside interference;



- support for the anti-imperialist struggle of
the Arab peoples, the peoples of South Africa,
Namibia, and Zimbabwe, for all those who
are fighting against colonialism and racism
and who are victims of aggression;

- strict compliance with the trade embargoes
imposed on racist regimes under UN
resolutions, severance of relations with
the government of the Republic of South
Africa by all states, and, most important,
a complete stop to all arms supplies to
that government.

The democratisation of international relations
and the development of international
co-operation on the basis of equality and of
mutual benefit to all peoples are aims of great
importance in the struggle for the establishment
of an international community free from
imperialism and neo-colonialism wherein the
great disproportions between developed and .
developing countires can be overcome, and which
will be based on the full independence of
each and every nation and on their active
participation in the solution of mankind's problems.

Broad international co-operation becomes
ever more necessary for safeguarding peace,
achieving a just settlement of international
conflicts, strengthening security and
implementing practical steps towards disarmament.
This co-operation is necessary to further the
establishment of new and equitable international
economic relations. Such co-operation would
also contribute to solving such complicated
and fundamental problems as hunger in the
world, illiteracy, environmental protection,
pollution of the atmosphere and the seas, and
those involved in developing and utilising new

sources of energy, averting natural calamities,
and preventing and curing the most harmful diseases.

This calls for the elimination of colonialism
and nec-cclonialism; the establishment of a
new international economic order; the ensuring
of conditions for the social and economic
development of all countries, primarily the least
developed countries; the organisation of broad
international co-operation which should assist
the peoples in the deveioping countries in their
own efforts to remove the gap between these and
the developed couritries; the unrestricted exercise
by each people of the right to sovereign control
over its national resources; access by all
countries to the achievements of modern science
and technolegy; the establishment of a just
relationship between prices for raw materials and
agricultural products and prices for manufactured
goods; .and a broad development of trade relations
without any artificial barriers and discriminatory
practices. The European countries have a very
significant contribution to make to these objectives.

The socialist countries, the movement of
non-aligned countries, the revolutionary and
progressive forces in the developing countries
and the working-class and demccratic movements

re fighting for the establishment of a new
international political and economic relaticns
on the basis of justice and equality. Ever wider
political and economic circles in the capitalist
countries are also contributing to the
realisation of this demand of our time. Such
relations serve the cause of peace, detente and
social progress throughout the world and meet
fully the interests of the working class and
the mass of the pecple in Europe.



The .Communist and Workers' Parties
participating in the Conference attach great
importance to the role played by the United
Nations in settling international problems
with equal participation by all states, in
developing co-operation and understanding
between states, in strengthening security
and in guaranteeing lasting peace all over

the world.

The participants in the Conference call
on the working people and all democratic and
peace-loving forces in Europe to make
renewed efforts and organise new campaigns
for strengthening solidarity with all peoples
of the world in the struggle for their
freedom and independence. This is becoming
the most important factor for the
strengthening of their social and national
equality and is at the same time an
important contribution to the cause of
peace, security and social progress the
world over.
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. The participants in the Conference are
of the opinion that the attainment of the
aims advocated by them would constitute an
important advance along the road leading
to the transformation of Europe into a
continent of peace, security, co-operation
and social progress. They underline their
determination to turn to account the
possibilities brought about by detente for
achieving tangible results which meet the
class interests of the working people as

well as the naticnal interests of each and
every people and the interests of progress
for all humanity.

The Communist and Workers' Parties
represented at the Conference advocate -
constructive dialogue with all other democratic
forces, each of these forces full retaining
its identity and independence, so as to
arrive at fruitful co-operation in the struggle
for peace, security and social progress.

They call on the working class, on peasants

and farmers, on the middle strata, on the
representatives of science and culture, on

women, on young people, on all progressive,
democratic and peace-loving forces and

parties, and on the democratic mass organisations
to step up their efforts in the interests of

a peaceful future and the flourishing of all
nations and peoples on our continent.

More than three decades have passed since
the great victory over facism. By transforming
Europe into a continent of lasting peace we
shall pay the highest tribute to all those who
fought and laid down their lives for this
victory. The Communist and Workers' Parties
participating in the Berlin Conference are
convinced that the attainment of the great
ocbjectives defined at their meeting is in the
best interests of all peoples and will be a
major contribution to the cause of peace,
national .independence, democracy and socialism
all over the world.




