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REPORT

OF THE PRESIDIUM OF THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE
~ OF THE GOMMUNIST PARTY OF CZECHOSLOVAKIA
ON THE SITUATION AND FURTHER TASKS OF THE PARTY,

DELIVERED BY DR GUSTAV HUSAK, e :
FIRST SECRETARY OF THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF THE COMMUNIST
PARTY OF CZECHOSLOVAKIA, AT THE PLENARY SESSION OF THE
CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF CZECHOUSLOVAKIA
i ON SEPTEMBER 25, 1989

Dear Comrades,

On behalf of the Presidium of the Central Committee of the Communist
Party of Czechoslovakia I submit the report on the devélopment of the
situation in our Party and our society sincé the May session of the Central
Committee of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia, the standpoint of
the Présidium on certain fundamental political problems and its proposal
for the further course of the Party.

The April session of the Central Committee decided to seek resolutely
a way out of the situation of deep crisis in our Party and society. In its
documents the May session of the Central Committee of the Cominuhist
Party of Czechoslovakia outlined this road, the way out of the crisis as
well as the methods of our work. The main aims of the Party and ways
out of the situation of crisis were outlined by the May séssion of the
Central Committee in the following points:

1. To restore the unity of the Party on principled foundations of Marxist- -
Leninist teachings, on the Leéninist principles of Party life and Party
structure, to raise the action capacity and revolutionary militancy
of the whole Party;

2. To restore the leading role of the Communist Party in society, parti-
cularly in social organizations and components of the National Front,
in State organs, in the economic and cultural Sector;

3. To start fmme’dz'ately with the implementation of effective measures.
designed to solve the serious economic problems in our Stdte.

4. To strengthen the function of the socialist State in all its structure,
bearing in mind that it is an organ of the power of the working
class and the working people.

5 To solve in a principled way in the spirit of firm friendship our re-
lationis to the fraternal Communist parties of the Soviet Union and
the socialist countries which form the basis of the fundamental prin-
ciples of the foreign policy of our State.



" THE PARTY IS ACQUIRING ,ACTIGN_ CAPACITY AND MILITANCY

- When, after four months of strenuous effort of thousands of workers -

of our Party and its leadership, we today evaluate the results in the
spirit of the above-mentioned decisions of the May plenum of the
Central Committee, it has to be said that the Party has in all
spheres achieved considerable progress, successes and the first stage of
‘consolidation. A certain calming down has set in throughout our political
and public life as well as in our foreign political relations and the well-
" known crisis situations are being overcome. Uncontrolled development
‘and anarchy are being gradually replaced by purposeful direction of Party
life -and the whole motion of society; the Party is gradually asserting
its leading role in our society. . ' o

Leading bodies of our Party in the centre, in regions, disiricts and many
local Party organizations have been strengthened, the active core Sup-'
porting the principled policy which has been set by the Central Committee
is growing and so is the committed attitude and devotion of a great num-
ber of. Party officials and Party workers in various spheres. The Party
— at least its healthy core — is again acquiring its ability to act and
its militancy. Personnel changes at various levels of the structure of our
Party have substantially contributed to this development. We can today
say that the Party leadership can responsibly rely on a great number of
its members working in the most varied fields of Party and social life. The
decisions of the May plenum have been approved by all the regional and
-district organizations of our Party and the vast majority of local orga-
nizations. Party influence has been strengthened in the press, radio and
television and these important media.of educational and political work are
new beginning to serve the basic aims of the Party and the needs of our
people. : ‘ :

.Communists active in mass organizations and components of the Na-
tional Front are gradually intensifying their work and improving their
political activity. and leadership. We- can observe some success in. this
field too. . ] .

In the economic sphere, too, certain measures aimed at stabilization
are yielding their first partial results. Step by step we are strengthening
the organs of the socialist State, their function and activity as an instru-
ment of power of the working class and the working people. We have
succeeded in restoring good relations with the Communist Party of the
Soviet Union and of other socialist countries as well as between our
socialist States. i

It is true to say that this is the beginning of the consolidation process

in.all spheres and not its conclusion, and it is under no circumstances

the ideal situation we want to reach. We have still very. many short-

* comings in every field. We' could not under any circumsiances have

eliminated them ~ompletely in a few months. The important thing is
that these four months have shown us that the realization 0, the imple-
mentation directive of the May plenum is yieldng positive results,
that the decisions of the May plenum were correct anu continue to
remain thé cc.acrete programme, the realistic road we shall ta..e in order
to sulve our problemr= and fully cvercome the crisis situation in this
eountry. ‘ o ‘

THE STRUGGLE AGAINST ANTI-SOCIALIST AND RIGHT-WING
FORCES REMAINS THE MAIN FRONT OF PARTY STRUEGLE

The results of the work of our Party and our people could have been
incomparably greater if we had not had to lose much energy and strength
of Party organs and members of State and social organs in.the struggle
against the anti-socialist and right-wing forces in this country. Since the
April plenum we have called for calm, for understanding, for work and
the cooperation of all honest people and we have meant it sincerely: We
have indeed had no illusions that these forces, which have been conserv-
ing, creating and organizing themselves here for many years, and which,
particularly in 1968 and 1969, won important positions in politics and eco-
nomics, in the mass organizations and on the cultural and scientific front
and other spheres, would suddenly, voluntarily abandon their positions
without a struggle — simply at a word. :

.On the contrary. All these months have been marked by a sharp poli-
tical struggle against:anti-socialist and right-wing forces, supported by
the jfrantic ‘propaganda wof imperialist and emigré centres and the for-
ces inside our country allied with them. We remémber well the flood
o_f anti-State and anti-Party leaflets, appeals, slogans, partial provoca-
‘flons, attempts at strikes, at the misuse of positions in the trade unions,
1‘n'the press, amongst the youth and in other spheres by which these
forces tried in every possible way to upset the consolidation process
started by the April and May plenary meetings of the Central Committee
of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia, to upset the political situation
here, to disturb the minds of the people by false reports, by provocative
actions and the misuse of the national feeling of the people.

For months the reactionary forces at home and their fofeign bourgeois
allies, defenders and patrons concentrated their efforts on exciting great
mass actions in August this year, for the anniversary of the entry of the -
allied troops onto our territory. These actions were intended to discredit
the policy of our Party and State, to incite the popular masses to open
struggl}e and to throw our State again into chaos, into a greater crisis
{:mcl new tragic situations. We mobilized the healthy forces of the Party
in all spheres as well as the honest citizens of our State and natura11§7
also the organs of power of the socialist State in order to face up to
these subversive attempts and incapacitate them. In August this year we
‘agaili appealed for calm, we explained matters and appealed to the
people. ' o '

THE PROVOCATIONS ENDED IN THE DEFEAT OF THEIR
| ORGANIZERS AND PARTICIPANTS

‘Calm and consolidation, however, are not in the plans of either the
bourgeois forces beyond our frontiers or of the anti-socialist elements
and right-wing forces here at home. For months they very thoroughly and
organizedly prepared for this attempt. We picked up the gauntlet they
threw us again. In its long history the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia

‘has more than once waged difficult class struggles, struggle against the

Nazi occupation and political reaction. We accepted this struggle also

‘in August this year. He who will not be advised and puts his hand in

the fire must reckon on getting burnt. He who provokes a political strug-
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gle must reckon on suffering blows in it. The prevecations of the antl-
‘socialist, right-wing foress, whieh directly took on the character of coun-
ter-revbliitiohdry @Gctions, énded in the dejeat of their -organizers and
participants. We-have said on various occasions that he whe wviolates
the laws of our country must count on the legal consequences of such
behavieur. . , - ,

In August this year it was shown clearly that-our Party and out socialist
State have énough forces to deal with any kihd of subversive actions here,
to tame the reactionary and counter-revolutionary fofces and maintaint
law and order throughout our territery. As a consequence of a yedr and
a half of political; ideological and organizatiohal prepdration, with the
great commitment of the overwhelming part of the press, radio and te-
levision, many peeple here have been led astray, disappointed, disoriérta-
ted and fanatized against the policy of the Party and our socialist State.
Nationalistic passions, anti-Communist hatred and propaganda agaifist
the Soviet Union were the muain political means the drganizers and initia-
tors of the above-mentioned actions counted on in recent weeks. We did
not underestimate and we are not underestimating today thle inalignant
consequences of this politigdl aetion on millions of our people; parti-
cularly yourig people; which lasted for long menths. It i§ not chahte that
a .considerable numbér of demoralized parasitic elements in our society
and déclassé criminal elements took part in these aetions. It must be
said that it wotld be a simplification to seek only such an eéxplanation.
In the events on the streets of Prague, Brno and Liberéc; these forces
completely showed their faces and their coufiter-revolutionary aiihs: The
overwhelming majority of our people with abhorrence condémned the
vandalic actions of these eléments in the strests of our towns .and to-
gether with them also the intentions of their homie and foreign ideologi-
cal origindters dnd erganizers. : :

THE BROAD STRATA OF THE WORKING PECPLE PRESERVED
' THEIR CALM AND PRUDENCE

It Wwas shown that the brogd strata of our working people, and prima-
rily the working class and the working people in the eountryside, did
not listen: to the dppeals and slogans of the subversive groups and for-
ees, that they preserved calm, prudence and thus completely supporied
the efforts of .the Party and State leadership to achieve a peaceful life
in our country and its purposeful development. It is necessary to ap-
préeciate highly the political and moral consciousness of' the deczszue core
of our working ¢lass, as the léading social class of society, and coopera-
tive farmers, that they dissoeiated themselves from such actions — and
it can be said that with the exception of a jew places a pe_ace]ful c{{ld
normal life wds maintained all over the lefritory of our couniry in spite
of all the appeals, propaganda ani organizéed attempis. Durzr%g_-th‘e\ last
jour moriths and in the resént August days the strength and purposeful-
ness of our Parly OFgans and organizdtions and the results of the polt-
iical work done by the Party since last April plenary meeting have be-
- Bomé appirent. - A
The réal way of thinking of the working class and of our working

people was alse shown by the. celebrations of the 25th anniversary of
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the Slevak National Uprising throughout the territory of our country,
particularly in the large actions in Bansk& Bystrica, Bratislava, Pragué
and other places. They fully supported the pelicy of the Party, continuing
in the principles of the natignal liberation struggle against fascism, the
struggle against home and foreign reaction and standirig firmly on the
principles of our alliance with the Soviet Union and other socialist coun-
tries. These masg actions arcund the 25th anniversary  of the Slevak
National Uprising — immediately after the August attempts by the coun-
ter-revolutionary forces — showed to the world the real way of thinking
of our working people and were a dignified and politically-conscious
approach to the coming 25th anniver§afy of thé libaration of the whole
of our ¢ountry by the Soviet Armiy. . )

THE POWER BODIES OF THE STATE STAND FIRMLY
: © ON POSITIONS OF SOCIALISM '

During these months it was shown from the positive aspect how ifit-
portant it is that the main mass information media came under the in-
fluence of the Party and that the active working of our propaganda coild
to-a great extent paralyze the actions of the anti-socialist and right-wirg
forees, in the same way as their speculations on nationalistic. passiotis
and prejudices. When we evaluate the positive results of our work, the
clear success of the clash with counter-revolutionary forces in August
this year, we do not forget that in the minds of the people there still
remained many of the passions, illusions and hostile anti-Party propdgan-
da which these forces could legally implement on our territory during
the year and a half It was shown that also the organs of power of our
State — the police, army and People‘s Militia — in spite of the malignant
influénces of the past period, today stand firmly on positions of the
defenite of the achievements of our socialist society and played a very
positive role. ’

NOT EVEN THE SPECULATIONS OF SUBVERSIVE ELEMENTS
: WILL SUCCEED -

Experiences from revolutionary struggles in the world and here, con-
firm that after defeat in an open clash anti-socialist and right-wing férces
resort ever more to illegal and semi-legal methods of struggle and call
for passive resistance, for sabotage, for individual terrer. They try tfo
achieve disruption, they want te keep positions in various sectors in cul-
ture, education, in the Stdte and economic apparatus; in the trade unions,
ip the youth movement ete. They retreated, they want to “winter it out”,

~ to wait for a new opportunity, for our mistakes and they are speculating

also with hopes of changes in tlie other socialist states. It is necessary
to know about this and to conduct a political struggle with these forces
ever more consistently, to expose their ideological and organizational cen-
tres, to break their arguments and demagogy in the pelitical struggle and
wherever laws are violated to call them to responsibility. v
Theé main front of the struggle of our Party remains the struggle against
the anti=socialist forces in our society, ngainst right-wing opportunism in-
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side the Party, so as to prevent a repetition gf’sz'milar actions. an1d ex-
cesses, to make it impossible for a return of disruption a.nd crisis pheno-
mena and fo create scope for solving positive tasks. This reguires reso-
lute -political, organizational and cadre measures in all spheres.

; ' e D ¢ ARTY
THE BASIS CAUSES OF STAGNATIGN AND CRISIS IN THE P
: AND SOCIETY LIES IN THE PRE-JANUARY PERIOD

. Experiences of the last four to five months force us to return to our
recent and earlier development and again explain to the great arzny of our
members and millions of working people the basic deyelopmeI}Lal stages
of our society and.our State. The May plenary n}wgetmg of the Clentrﬂa‘l
Committee of the Communist Party of Czechoslovama_ charged the PI‘E'a.l-
dium with working out an analysis of development in the Party and in

society both before January 1988 and after it, and with presenting it to

. some session of the Central Committee. The Presidium of the ant}*al
Committee of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia se‘g up a commission
from the ranks of its members and work on this ana}ys_w began. It is not
a 'simple affair. And therefore the work of the commission will tak.e some

fime so ‘that the analysis can cbjectively express the laws governing our
social motion and be a lesson for our Party and people. 1t is not_pos'sff)le
’Doiwait, howsver, since guestions concerning our recent and earlier deve-
lopment are still lively and topical amongst }E’arty memberg and among;t
our people while they are being especially mnisused by hostile propaganda
of both home and foreign origin. And thereiore we must return to them

and arm Party members and other honest people with arguments and
facts.

THE 206 YEARS WORK OF THE PECPLE CANNOT BE DEFILED

‘As regards en evaluation of the period since ]anugry 1_96_8, we are ‘i\llt-
nesses of two extremes. On the one hand, thz anti-socialist fc’Jrces dl“;d
.right-wing opportunists vilifiad the whole, more t_han ZQ years s‘trugz{g(e1
of our Party.and our pszople to build up a_somallst. spagty, they cal:ed
these years the period of darkness, oppression aqd 1n]ustlce_ and warﬂufe1
simply to delete it from ‘the history of our nations. Is tk.us. a truthin
view of the long years oi efforts and devoted work by millions of ou‘r
people and hundreds of thousands of haonwes’t Party I_nemb[ers? Und:er _the
leagership of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia we hgye ehmma}A
" ted here the exploiting classes, factory owners, bankers, blg“eS[a’Fse O:Wl’l‘ELS
and verious other parasitic strata which lived from the exploitation of
-the working man. The industrial potential of our country has grown seve-
ral times over. The living standard of the working people, the social and
health measurses, have risen high and the cultural‘ level has grown excep-
- tionally; through the reconstruction 0? agriculture on coopxeratlv»e bases
poverty has been ehminat-ed from our villages.

Czechoslovakia today, as an advanced countfy', is in every way on;’an
incomparably higher level of development and In no case s it po.ssule
"to compdre it with the conditions of the bourgeois country twenz‘y—_fzve or
more years ago. Only the enemies of .the socialist system, the enemies
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of the new. position of the working class and working people- cannot see
‘these results, ignore and negate them. In our work in.the future too we
shali carry on from all the positive results of the twenty years of building
a socialist society, keep. continuity in the work of our Party and State
in everything that was good, healthy, positive. This is one side of the
matter. , . ; '

The other is that during the ‘building of the socialist society and the
class siruggle there also accumulated many  serious. érrors  and' short-
comings which harmed the policy of the Party and the development  of
our society and inflicted wrongs on many of our citizens. The gross viola-

" tion of the laws in the Fifties, the constructions and repressions-in the

ranks of our Party members and amongst other citizens, unjustified admi-
nistrative interference have been rejected and condemned by the Party,
and it has begun to rectify and will rectify all the damage and errors.
We have removed from public life the people responsible for -such viola-

tion of socialist legality and we shall not . allow its bearers or their
methods to return to our public life. ‘

The Presidium of the Central Committee bf the Communist Party of
Czechoslovakia will present to one of the next meetings of the Central
Committee a comprehensive report on the results of the work of the reha-

bilitation commission together with proposals for discussion and ‘the
appropriate conclusions.

UNDERESTIMATION OF IDEOLOGICAL WORK OPENED THE WAY
TO FOREIGN INFLUENCES

~ There are also many other errors from-the period of Party leadership
headed by A. Novotny which caused stagnation and crisis in various sphe-
res of our society. Nevoiny's leadership was in principle unable to react
‘to the new stream which grew up in the interdational Communist move-
ment in 19531956 and which was also projected into some of the con-
clusions and suggestions of the 20th Congress of the Communist Party
of the Soviet :Union. It was unable: to put itself at the ‘head .of
‘the :offensive of the healthy - forces in ‘the Party to eliminate . the
social deformations and the violation of legality and for a Marxist-Le-
ninist development of socialism in our country. It did not have the ‘cou-
rage to admit openly, to analyze in a Marxist way :the shortcomings and
errors that had accumulated and.to solve them energetically. And there-
fore it became more and more involved in new compromises, half-hearted
measures, inconsistencies, and- political pragmatism. The consequences

:0f this policy .were seen most’ markedly in the economic ‘sphere in

19611964, in the sudden crisis in the economy which we are still over- -

ctoming. They were also seen in the lack of conception, the  impatience

and altogether in the deepening stagnation inside the Party.
One of the main reasons was the freezing of the class approach to the

‘problems, the weakening of ideclogical activity and active educational in-

fluence on Party members -and all working people. Education to prole-

tarian internationalism weakened, the acute problenis of relations between

our nations and nationality groups were not solved, and. ideological and
polztzcal. work in the environment of the-intelligentsia had-.q-negligible
influence. Thus the way was opened to outdated-bourgeois-and petty bour-
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geois influences and ideas in our sociely and to aggressive foreign ideo-
logical influences from the West. , , L
The underestimation of ideological and political-educational work had
particularly negative consequences here because our Party has a mass ch_a-
racter, because in the. years foliowing .the liberation and particulariy
after February 1948 it was joined by many members of other political par-
ties ‘and -people with a different world outlook, and:becapse jchrough_out
the years of low ideclogical. and political work the foreign ideological
streams introduced into the Party on a broad scale were not overcome.
We live on the border of the imperialist world and threr‘eforue_it is all
the more impossible to underestimate the -strong ideological 1nf11_1gnce
and propaganda penetrating to us from the bourgeois states. Insuificient
political and idesclogical work of the Party always opens up a broad scope
for maintaining and extending influence of bourgeois and petty bourgeois
ideology-in the minds of the people. ‘ . : .

THE MALIGNANCY OF VOLUNTARISM AND UNREALISTIC SLOGANS

‘Certain. fagtors of crisis also influenced the results of the 13th Party
Congress, the aim of which was to activate‘the_ healthy. forces of the
Party and our society to overcome the stagnation m.th.e economy and the
political  passivity of the Party, to deepen _the socialist demopracy_and
the overall development of our society. It will be necessary to investigate

- in greater detail to what extent conelusions of the -13th Congress {'ej.lect
subjectivist, opportunist illusions that ail antagonistic qlass-contra_dzcuons
inside our society . have been overcome, the volun{arzst conception. that
the class struggle ceased to have g place in our sociely 4s a consequence
of the interngl rapprochement and gradual growzng;z‘ogethg’r of the social
classes and strata into a classless State of the entire people.

This also led to views that forces hostile to socialism haq ceased to
exist here and that class antagonism wasvalidonly on int_e_rnatlo;nal §ca1es.
This demobilized the Party in its political and- ideological work, in the
struggle with the remnants of the exploiting'cl.a_sges ‘and other .forces
affected by the revolution and of hosti.le. opposition  elements, in the
struggle with bourgenis and petty bourgeois ideology. B -

Novotny's leadership ‘Teplaced shortcomings in ideological and political

work by a bureaucratic way of leading the Party and state and by admi- -~

nistrative intérference. On the other hand, the ;znp'z*incipl_ed gpportunism
of .that leadership opened up possibilities for the right-wing forces, eszfe—
ciglly in the ideological and cultural Spfl@fje, to get a hold, to organize
and to shape their opportunist and revisionist: tedenczeg and goals in the
Party and outside the Party. The subjectivism of Novotny and those around
him. led on.the one hand to the fact that ripe probl_ems ‘wereJn.ot solved -
such as in economic questions, in questions of nationality _polz-cy, rehabzlz:
tation ete. — and on the other hand to the fact that social deuvelopment
was. idealized, -unrealistic slogans were announced which factually and
from the point of view of time were in advance of a whole stage of social

development at a period when problems and difficulties which troubled

rank-and-file Party members and other honest citizens were not being

solved. This leadership was unable to enceurage, on the basis of a Mar-,

xist-Leninist analysis, the héalthy. stream which formed in the Party in
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1963 and -afterwards so that it would be the bearer of real socialist pro-
gress and that it be not driven into petty bourgeois impatience, the using
of phrases, nihilism, revisionism or even liquidationism, :

This process -is particularly .marked in circles. of .the intelligentsia
and-formed the core of the opposition stream in the intelligentsia in the
last five years:just bhecause the Party leadership was unable to orientate
and encourage the healthy forces in this sphere in a militant way.: Thus
an opposition stream grew up in our socisty in the Fifties and Sixties
against the Party leadership represented by Novotny in which there were
both the healthy forces of our Party as well as various petty bourgsois,
bourgeois and directly anti-socialist forces endeavouring ‘to achieve a
change for various reasons. : ' . Co '

Novotng's leadership was unable to differentiate in the critical stream
between the honest Communists trying to achieve a rectification of errors
and deformations from Marxist-Leninist positions, and between the Pariy
enemies or representatives of opportunist tendencies. It declared every
criticism to be an attack on Party policy. The sincere desire of mdny
Communists to overcome this critical state, which gradugily grew into
an internal Party crisis and a crisis of the whole of society, was not under-
stood- by the Party leadership before January 1968 in time, it did not
Support and place itsglf in the lead of such'endeaz‘;gurs. This can also
today explain the lack of preparedness of a large part of the Party for
the political and ideological struggles we witnessed in the post-Tanuary

- period. The whole range of problems of the pre-January period will have

to be dealt with by the analysis being prepared by the Presidium of the
Central Committee of the Gommunist Party of Czechoslovakia. ‘

WHY. THE HISTORIC CHANCE AFTER JANUARY 1968 WAS WASTED

The majority of our people weicomed the changes in January 1968. The
aim of the changes started by the Central Committee of the Communist
Party of Czechoslovakia in January 1968 was tc develdp all that was po-
sitive and good from the preceding years, to eliminate errovs and mista-
kes, inhibitiens and barriers, so that it would be possible to make full use
of all the objective advantages of the socialist system in our country and
to solve problems that had ripened. The point was to solve economic
questions as'well as a wide range of political and social problems, the
development of socialist democracy, the solution of nationality relatigns,
the vitalization w©of political work in the Party etc. If was a great, historic
chance for our Party, for our people. .

At its session in April 1968, the Central Committee tried to formulate
these new goals in the action programme but this was already influenced
by strong pressures of the opportunist groups. The basic concept of post-
January policy remains even today the. starting point for forming the Party
programme even though it must be theoretically extended, corrected
s_Zz'ghtZy in many czspects, made more conerete and graduavlly z‘mplementéd.

1In spite of the development here in the Party and society after January
1968, the given objectivé historic tasks remain urgently before us, it is

- necessary, however, to create the conditions so that we can fully imple-

ment them. Herein lies our mobilizing task despite the fact that the anti-
socialist and right-wing forces after Jangary deformed’ the. basic concept
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of the further development of ‘socialism. We therefore” regard all the
temporary measures, unavoidable for restoring order and strengthening
state power, for putting a stop io economic disintegration and primarity
for restoring the unity and action capacity of the Party, as an unavoidable
pre-eondition for being able in future to implement those positive 1asks
‘which could not be realized after January 1968 and the solution of which
is historically inevitable in-the interests of the: further development of our
State. -~ - ’ o e b :
- We are constantly repedting the question — why the great historic
chance after January 1968 was. wasted? Why this period is marked by an
attempt to destroy the socialist -system, 1o threaten its bases, and why
it led to the events of August last year. Primarily, it must be seen — and
‘our Central Committee said this already in May — that the anti-socialist
forces and right-wing opportunists in the Party did not appear only after
January 1968 but already existed here and worked in a certain way already
before January 1968, that their activity and organization was to a certain
extent facilitated by the opportunist: policy of the Novotny leadership:
It we pay attention to the political -and  ideclogical representatives of
right-wing opportunism from the period after January 1968, we can see.
very well who provided them with political and public positions in the:
post-January. period. The core of these forces was organized already before
January 1968 and after January it followed its own aims and goals as a se-
cond centre.in the Party. . '

LEADERSHIP DISUNITED WITHOUT A CUNCEPTION

-The 1eadefship of the Party, which was elected by the plenum of the

Central Committee of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia in January:

1968 and. changed by the ‘April plenary. meeting last year, was politically
heterogeneous and disunited, it was infiltrated by the representatives of
the right-wing opportunist forces, it had no clear conception, it was not
based firmly on the working class and Marxist-Leninist analysis, it was:
not led firmly and energstically. Therefore, it was unable to stand up to
the dangers of partly organized and partly uncontrolled social pressures,
which began to appear markedly in our political life shortly after January
1968 and more and more became too much for the Party leadership of
that time. - : ) -
© The. Farty leadership . did not develop political initiative immediately
after January, it did not ensure the results of the January plenum in the
Party by. organizational measures S0 as to orientate the Party correctly
and to make it impossible for the healthy stream to be misused for anti-
Party and anti-socialist goals. : k
~In the action programme approved in April last year, vague compromise
fbrmulations,‘yielding to right-wing influences, appeared due to the above
pressures in addition to principled programme postulates. This is evident,
for example, in the new formulation of the leading role of the Party. In
contrast to.the prececing onesided absolutizing of directive and power
‘instruments, in which the pre-lanuary leadership often sonight a way out
"of political powerlestness and inability, the action programme denies the
unity of political and power instruments in implementing the leading role
of the Party. : I
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INFORMATION MEDIA HANDED OVER TO RIGHT-WING .
AND ANTI-SOCIALIST FORCES )

at'TmS was‘cllearly shown_ in the f’lsszertion of influence on the mass inform- '
‘ fon media. After.the ill-considered abolition of censorship which was
;ltoi-ér?r‘%):a?d from an orgahnizational and cadre point of view, the inform-
Tabtw 10a gpt 1pto the hands and under the decisive influence of
s _tlis Iz/éaortumst groups and Qartly also directly anti-sccialist forces,
o s hag; became their deqlsive power instrument. In our case it
et wha a.force the mass information media are-in modern socie-
m, decisi% oups w_hmh control them can determine development and tempo
. tr?i queflhons. Thfa ‘Party lea}dership was practically clearing the
i info'rmast'sp- ere. _It yielded to right-wing and anti-socialist forces. in
rie T lon media and some members of the leadership directly. cur-
l favour with these forces and on this built up their personal political
;Jl_oshr;mn_s and personality cult. With the aid and use of ithese media the
cognce;];;% a;;d anti-socialist forces enforced primurily their own political
pomeer ld\,gaznst which not even the correct decisions of leading Party
b could be enforced and implemented. They all remained ineffective.

The information media for the ‘ '
 1n) most part became an uncontrollable po-
éger;,y Sz?edrflgf{éﬁ%t él)ifs Cz‘hed};a;tly, of the right-wing forces which used thzm
t ly discredit the past 20 years of the building of iali
12 our country, people, ideas, deeds and the whol ' S its mnternal
¢ ’ , ideas, , Party in its internal
and foreign policy; they rehabilitated ived 1 b oal:
g V3 ) and revived petty bourgeois id
from the bourgeois years of the Czechoslovak R:epublicj] they %vhippllede?};

a broadly based campai gai i i Y :
of our country, paign against the Soviet Union and other closest allies

At the same time, the-anti-sociali d ri : . '
. > Lime, ti-socialist and right-wing forces w
gfﬁgl?ziigégligzrélngtll~onzil network in the well-known clgbs' K 231 fI%rAkl\?'('ialig
h , i-legal and-illegal societies and o fzati ’
trated intc existing or izati i e o o s one
; ! ganizations of the National Front and tried t -
11%11;2; tlgfen;;j}g:gut;;eddto revive the social democracy and propagatedetgzg-
of »f « democracy and — i ‘- ]
bourgeois democratic society.'y e m other wars o thg modet of
As anexample it is possible to io ’ ’
‘ 1 is  to mention last ‘year’s decision of the M
gé%r;?:gaﬁze&réigcgf ;fllfheen;ratl gommitte‘xe of the Communist Party of glfzaey
1 ich, ough it'did not analyze sufficiently the right-wi
?ggizr %r;lithe P?rty, pomteq out the topical danger of t¥1e anti-gsocivgﬁls%
. $ resolution remained practically ineffective-because the right-

wing influences in the mass ir i i i izati
Hcally imposcite. information media made its reahzatmn prac-

GROIWING AGGRESSIVENESS OF THE R o
: EACTION .
THE. 14TH CONGRESS ‘ BEFORE~

In this situation mention should be made of the decision -of‘..tﬁey Pre-

sidium of the.Central Com:unittee of i

div 01 the Communist Party of Czec -
lé?mf];)“fg:egf z‘fgetléﬁmteninve_’ntmg of the 14th Party C’bn’ggess._ Thehgzﬁggl
Commif unist Party of Czechoslovakia decided in Apri
convene the Congress, if it were prepared wel as regards~p1rog?'gfr11~]mtea

organization and cadres, not earlier than at the end of 19568. But-under-the
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ressure of the right-wing forces the Presidiumi, on the ini‘tigtlve of Com-
fadz Dubcek, char?ged its attitude and recommendedﬁ convening an extra-
ordinary Congress at the beginning of September_ 1958. A‘ number of (3?1’1‘1-
rades frcm the Presidium accepted this resolution on ihe pi‘e-cond}tl'olnf
that in the preparation of the Congress, which should be an .chlllSH{g% y
internal Party affair, there would be guarantees that the mass information
media would come under the influgnce of the Party and that the Goggrwe}?s
would not be influenced and directed from behind the scenmsi__: Y
"he right-wing ferees. In actual fact, however, the right-wing and an 1—35272
ciglist forces used this situation to develop a great offensive iorhthedlélgf
-Ceongress, the preparation of which got praectieally out qi the hands . ;
the Party leadership. By organizational means -and pgrt.lcularly thfg\{g ;
the mass infermation media they influenced in a dec.lslye way the lccom«_
of delegates to the Congress and of candidates for the new Centra PQ:?
mittee with a elear tendengy — io saize_tne-lsaﬂe@hlp of the wnc;lhe : Bz’Z
at the Congrass. This question of speeding up the canvening of the Con-
gress, the unpreparedness of the Party leadership and the grawing %gg;ei_
sion of the right-wing forees with the aim ef securing contral .ofsg ] c; .
ty inoreased the danger for the development of socialism in aur --.Z.ate tqt ;s
alse deepened the features ef crisis between us and the fraternal p;zlm. :
" A significant part of the Party leadership wos ever more under t ¢ in
fluence of representatjves of right-wing. 0ppartunism who — propagd .an
a :new model« of socialism — fought openly against the basic principie
of Marxisi-Leninist teaching gnd socialist society.

WHAT WAS HIDDEN BEHIND THE “NEW MODEL” OF SOCIALISM

People eften ask what are anti-soeialist 'fareesf what an}e rzght:zgzni
epportunist ferees? The anti-socialist forees, sometimes o6pen.y .ami sgm :
times' under eover, came ottt directly against ‘thg‘basic achlev_em_en‘s o
our éafty and the warking people, which were-qomp?etecl after Fel};rua:ry
1948, they iried to return our seeiety tp the mtuat_mn bef@_re Fe ]?IlaI'YE
1948 and to the conditions of a bourgeois demeeratie State. This megn
therefore the lignidgtion of eur revelutienary development. We hage m_-;;g
than eneugh examples of this in varieus organizations and in the pre
and in some political erganizations of the National Front.

"By thei epaganda, right-wing -opportunists in the Party f;gst doubts
‘othntlhE;fﬂg;ﬁil;gg sych pr%nycipl:esg' of our Marxist-Leninist teaching as _Flle_
f.eninist norms of organization and life of %he_Commum_s{. Party, the 1trtrl1
plementation of its leading role in society an_d in the po_htxcalsystgm', e
internacionalist character of the Party and its mternatlor}al. relatlcéns te::s
well as certain basic questions of the economy of the .sgglayllgt_ Sta etﬁe‘;
From petty bourgeois, sogial-demaocratic or gven ana_rcmstlc posi mnsf o
criticized and condemned the theoretieal and practical experiences o 'rf
werld Communist movement and our own Party and through ‘]the néass ;t
formation media put these views into the minds of the people and Party

members under the demagogic slogans of abstract freedom, democracy,

humanism etc.

ig typical petty hourgeols revisionism and epportun-
Large volumes of this typical pefty hourgeols revisionism o-
st oould be compiled from our press, radio, television and many spee-

14

. principles, a danger to the development of socialist so

chies of that time. These forces, propagating their »new model« of social-
ism with various advertising adjectives, condemned not only everything
in the past of our Party but also used every opporiunity to create dispu-
tes, conflicts, criticisms of the Communist Party of ‘the Soviet Union and
nationalistic passions' and incited them, they slandered fratérnal parties
and countries etc. : :
Long before August 1968, nationalism and anti-Sovietism became the
most effective weapon of the right-wing opportunists inside the Party and
were the basis for their factual partnership with anti-socialist and counter-
revolutionary forces. - : : C Lo
We were sometimes afraid to use the term counter-revolutionary for- ]
ces, thinking that 'counter-revolition always means direct armed conflict
with the revolutionary forces of the working class, shooting, murders etc.
If we regard the working class led by Marxist-Leninist principles and
the Communist Party as the basic revolutionary trend of modern society,
then the forces which antggonistically aifm against such motion, against
the basic goals of the revolutionary movement, have always been, and
objectively in our case too, counter-revolutionary forces regardless of the
stage their aclions have reached or-which were made possible for them.

A SERIQUS DANGER THREATENED THE PARTY
AND SOCIALIST SOCIETY

¥

Thus, after Jamiary 1988, political development in our Party and eur
State was led astray from the correct path of the development of social-
ist soclety in a spirit of Marxist-Leninist principles and grossly deformed
as a result of disunity, unpreparedness and partly also incapability of the
Party leadershlp, ds a consequence of: the aggressivity, purposelulness,
and organizdtion of the right-wing and anti-socidlist forces which seized
the media of mass propaganda and a whale serigs of positions in the Party,
the State and in the organs of power, A sharp internal political struggle
and intra-Party struggle grew ont of control of the Party leadership ang its
individval elements (let us recall some town, district and regional confe-
rences}, which split the Party into various cawmps, split our. society, The
point in question was to. secure control of the extraordinary Party Con-
gress convened for September 9 last year, It should he said that in this

| Struggle the right wing and the anti soclglist forces working with them

gawmed the upper hand mainly in the Czech lands and the split Party
leadership was ever less capable of its own united action, of united con-
trol. The right-wing and anti‘socialist forces pushed it towards constant
compromises, concessions and, one can even say, defeats. o

There was a clear danger to-the unity of the Party on Marxist-Leninist

' f > ) S ciety and hence also
a danger to oyr internationalist ties and ebligations.

. THE PARTY LEADERSHIP CROSSLY VIOLATED THE INTERNATIONALIST

PRINCIPLES OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF CZECHOSLOVAKIA

‘1t wes impossible for the internal political cenfliets net to ‘be reflected
also in the relations of our Party to the Communist Party ef the Sowist
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Unio fraternal parties of the other ccuntries of tt_le Warsaw Treg-
%mgrrlldérilrc} F’gfe- re-l'ationsp of our State and the other allied States; - Tk};s
‘chapter of the. histery of the pest-January. pericd was a}mast %rllknqrv\{ln,
" until recently, both te meémbers of the Party and to- the vv1d§r pu 11fc.. %s
was partly because it was concealed by the Party l_eadc?rshlp 1t§e_ or-i 5_
decisive officials and partly because the press, radlo_ and_telev13101r]1 ctt)nd
trolled by the right-wing and anti-socialist f‘_orces, ‘distorted and c ?fati
‘when Writing and reporting on mutual relations among the States 10'. g 9
Warsaw Treaty, confused the thinking of the people under the s gggn;sl
«of ;sovereignty and independence and developed -a nationalist camp“al’g_n
e ‘ ' b d' Iternate -members o‘f" the
Today we are putting -before members and alter ‘  thy
C‘éﬁgfaiyc‘évrimitteg impgrtant and decisive confidential doc_um.er‘lts on iﬁe
qmutual relations between the Communist Party of Gzechoslovakia agxd the
Communist Party of the Soviet Union and the other fraternal partles,grso

that they may judge how our relations developed.

WHAT WAS DISCUSSED AT THE CONFERENCE IN DRESDEN

' ' jes publicly welcomed
1t is already a known fact that the fraternql parties publl )
z‘hgE cl'?zdnges z,u‘hz'eh occured in -Czechoslovakia after January 1968. Tﬁgy
declared this stand publicly in the addresses of all leading representatives
of the fraternal parties on the occasion of the 20th anniversary of
February 1948. L o 7 Lo
"' However, the development in this country took the course we have

_briefly outlined. Out of concern about this development in Czechoslova- -

‘kia, ot concern about the danger for the whqle socialist camp, . a
‘lgé%feigtzeog of six Communist Parties was convened in ‘Dresden onCMatrrcati
23, 1968. The minutes of this conference, which members of the t‘el;:l' ol
“Committee have at their disposal, Show how earnestly thw_e riepr«elseél a ;v >
of. the fraternal partiés pointed out the d_angners of the mbern_ah‘ S\lpe ‘%'Ie)—
“ments -in Czechoslovakia how they a-dv1s<ed_ and pleaded wit ) e‘t"e
‘prles?entatives of our Party for the leadgrshlp to prevent the dliszrulgalr";
‘actions of the right-wing and anti-socialist- forces, Not only’ was the f' fh%
"and the gerieral public not informed oj the results of this conferg;ce, Zf' ihe
promises made by our Party, but neither was the w@gle Presic zuml< f}rzﬁd
‘Central Committee of .the Communist Party of Czechoslovakza informe

“and no ,Ze'ss'ons or conclusions were drawn.

TALKS IN MOSCew

" After other partial consultations and talks, there was agaln a

eoﬁ;gz;ggﬁrg} a delegpatz'on of the Cummunist Party of Czechqslozaktza ér;

‘Moscow on May 4, 1968, with represen.tatwes of the Co_m.munlzst dar llr/li’ch

- the Soniet Union. From the minutes which are at your disposal an ﬂ;/\é 'r.é-

were made by our representatives, you see with what urgdency e re-

presenfatives of our Party were once more warneq of th‘e angeroe -th;

- . ‘menaces the :socialist developmsnt in Czechoslovakia, which menac s the
- 'whole socialist camp.
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" 'This conference was followed by an attempt at the May Session of.the
Géntral Committee of the Communist. Party of .Czechoslovakia to make: a
partial rectification. However, they stopped short at empty declarations
— on the contrary, the right-wing and anti-socialist forces went fully
into counter-attack in June 1968. There can be no dispute on the fact
that our Party, the working class, had adequate strength to prevent the
onslaught of the right-wing and anti-socialist forces which were disrupt-
ing the Party, the society, the State and the economy, paralysing the
bodies of socialist power and threatening the joundations of the socialist
system. There was enough strength to prevent the anti-Soviet slander
campaign (for instance, around the manoeuvres of the allied  armies
within the framework of the Warsaw Treaty, and the like), of ecourse,
under the sole condition that the Presidium would draw conclusions from
its own experience and from the consultations with fraternal parties, if
it assessed the situation unitedly and worked energetically. This was

-manifest also around the. double-dealing and inconsistent reaction of

certain- members of the leadership to the provocative rightist appeal of

. the “2000 words” in the resignation displayed by the leadership towards

‘the mass information media, in the overall weak procedure of the: leading
bodies -of the Party,-in which the aggressiveness of the representatives
‘of the right-wing elements was growing. This -conduct of the leadership

‘eould not but -influence the whole Party, its more than one million six

“hundred thousand members, a great part- of whom gradually succumbed
‘to disorientation and internal conflicts. S

WHAT PRECEDED THE WARSAW CONFERENCE

*- In this situation, Comrade Brezhnev, with the knowledge of the Polit-

buro of .the Communist Party of  the Soviet Union, again approached
Comrade Dubéek with a letter .on June 6,.1968, pointing out to ‘this

"development, proposing a meeting, a conference and a consultation with
‘a: Czechoslovak delegation at any place. Comrade Dubek turned -down
-this meeting under various pretexts concerning work. Developments “in

Czechoslovakia as well as such an unstatesmanlike attitude  to the allies,

‘with whom' the fate of our Party and .our peoples. had been bound.for
"decades, increased the tension between the Communist Party. -of- Czecho-
“slovakia and the fraternal Communist parties., . N . :

At the beginning of July, the Communist Party of the Sowist Union
and the four other fraternal parties proposed to us a meeting in Warsaw.

".-On July 8 and July 12, 1968, the leadership of our Party rejected a joint

meeting of the six parties under the pretext that hilateral talks would be
necessary first. It was avoiding this meeting for fear of criticism of

‘shortcomings in our development as well as from megalomania. and under
Pressure of nationalist propaganda in the information media, controlled
By the right-wing forces. ) S Ll

to Czechoslovakia about the convening of a conference of the six-parties
in- Warsaw -on -July 14, He .did not even inform the members -of the

. On.July. 12, Comrade.Dub&ek was informed by the Soviet Ambas‘sédo‘r

_leadership.of this fact.

- 0n July *13,«-'Comra_d|e Dub&ek met Comrade Ké‘dér in Komérne wﬁebe
he ‘was -again -informed of the convention of a conference -and .-was
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earnestly requested . that the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia should
attend ‘the Warsaw conference. Even so, the delegation of the Commun@st
Party of Czechoslovakia  did not attend the conference .of : Cominunist
parties in Warsaw on July 14 and 15. o ‘ . .

" In this way, the leadership of our Party demonstrated before the whole
world the open split with the leadership of the Communist Party of the
Soviet Union and the four other fraternal parties, and thus intensified its
isolation from its closest allies. By this decision, the leadership encour-
aged nationalist and anti-Soviet moods which were spread en masse
emong the people by the right-wing and anti-socialist forces. In this way,
it ranked itself with the false “nation-wide unity” which ‘was created
by the right-wing and anti-socialist forces as their ideological basis on
the -platform of nationalism and anti-Sovietism. - - :

' 'REFUSAL TO TAKE PART AT WARSAW WAS AT VARIANCE
o WITH THE BASIC INTERESTS OF SOCIALISM

The participants in the Warsaw meeting of the five parties, which the
Communist Parfy of Czechoslovakia did not attend, sent a joint letier
t¢ the Ceniral’ Committee of thé Communist Party of Czechoslovakia
which, foliowing the experience with concealing the contents of previous
talks, they made public. They stress in this letter, as during the previous
consultations with the leadership of our Party, their supgprt for the
positive aims of the post-January period. The letter says: "We do not
approach you as the representatives. of yesterday zpho would like 1o
prevent you from rectifying mistakes and shortcomings and. thus also
violations of the socialist legality which occured.. We are not znterfgrmg
with. the methods of planning and managing the soctalist national
economy. of Czeehoslovakia, with. your measures aimgd at improving tl}e
structure of the economy, at developing the socialist democracy. We
welcome the settlement . of relations between Czechs and Slovaks on the
sound - foundations.. of fraternal cooperation in the framework of the
Czechoslgvak Socialist Republic” . :

This letter at.the same time expresses grave corncern over the detiviza-
tion of hostile anti-socialist forces which were trying to draw our country
‘away from the Marxist-Leninist road of socialist construction and separate
it from the socialist community. There were more than enough rTeasons
for such criticism of our development, as we know. The fraternal partz.es
drew “attention to the unavoidability of cementing the Party on the prin-
ciples of Marxism-Leninism, to the need to observe the principles of
demoeratic centralism and to struggle against those who are assz_stm_q the
hostile forces. The fraternal parties recommended the leadership o/_‘ the
Communist . Party of Czechoslovakia to stop the activity of politicel
organizations which were openly coming out against socialism. They
further .considered it essential jor our Party to secure_'c_ontrol of er
media of mass propaganda — the press, radz_o and television - and. to
‘influence them in the interest of the working. class, all the working
people dnd socialism. The fraternal parties offer support to the llea'dersr‘up
of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia so that it might comply V\]Hh
its obligations towards the iInterests of socialism, which are identical
with. the vital interests of the peoples of tite Czechoslovak Socialist
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Republic. and . which cannot be’ separated from the common internas=
tionalist interests of the socialist camp. They say in conclusion that the
defence of all ‘the socialist achievements requires primarily a decisive
and forthright onslaught against the. right-wing and anti-socialist forces,
the mobilization of. all means of dejence which the socialist State has
at its disposal. : ’

We cannot take these warnings and advice otherwise than as comrade-
ly aid to the leadership of our Party at that time. If the leadership of
the Party had been ready and able to rely at that time on the sound

. forces in our Party, the working class, and the other working people,

on the help of the fraternal parties, then developments in our country
would have taken even at that time rather a different course. The leader-
ship of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia, however, replied to the
Warsaw letter of the five parties with a rejection of their entire assess-
ment of the gravity of the danger which existed in our country. At that
time, the right-wing forces had already taken the direction of prepara-
tions for the extraordinary -14th Congress-into their hanhds to a consider<

_able degree:

The leadership of our Party refused to use power means against the
anti-soclalist forces with the explanation that this would mean a return
to “the directive methods of Party management” of the Novotng era.
Further measures aimed at strengthening the leading role of the Party
would, according to the reply of the leadership of the Communist Party
of Czechoslovakia, “on the contrary give rise to a sityation in which
power conflits would really occur”. ' , : .

In a report to the session of the Central Committee of the Communist
Party of Czechoslovakia on fuly 19, 1968, in which Comrade Dubtek gave
the reasons for the negative reply of the Presidium .of the Central
Committee of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia to the letter .of

‘the five parties, he -observed that the anti-socialist forces did not re-
- present a grave danger in the given situation as the fraternal parties

presumed, but that the danger was threatening from the left. He said:
“In today’s complicated situation, we cannot even exclude that the con-

' servative, sectarian forces would attempt to misuse the letter of the

five parties in order to induce conflict in the Party and to thwart the
adopted tactics and the political aims set out in the Resolution of the
May Plenum.” Unfortunately, the Central Committee of the Communist
Party of Czechoslovakia in its Resolution of July 19, 1968, approved the
procedure of the Presidium and confirmed the 'split and the open

demonstration against the five fraternal parties. Thus the internationalist .

principles of the policy of our Party were infringed and the leadership
of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia came onto the positions that
were determined by the right-wing elements.

We consider decision taken by the Presidium of the Central Commiitee
of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia in connection with the Warsaw
conference and its approval by the Central Committee of the Communist
Party of Czechoslovakia to be one of the gravest mistakes in our internal
and- particularly our international relations, for which the leadership of
the Party at that time and especially Comrade Dubéek as the then First
Secretary of the Party, is responsible. The Presidium of the Central
Committee therefore -proposes to today’s session that-the Central. Com-
mittee rescind its decision taken on July 19 under increasing - psychic,
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m“oral and public right-wing .pressure, in its jull extent. It is e;ﬁentéif
that we declare unequivocally that the refusal to attend the ‘?f:sfze
“conference was a grave mistake, that it was a deed at variance Ltqz ‘ Eist
basic interests of socialism in our couniry and the internationail ’
traditions of our country. . ;

INSTEAD OF RECTIFICATION AND CHANGE,
MOVING TOWARDS CATASTROPHIC DEVELOPMENT

" j is split, our internal political development moved further In
thsf)?;n;ngusp direction, influenced by the nation:clhst wav-e-oégan;iirisl
by the right-wing and anti-socialist forces. .Preparatmns fnorhth;e ( Ongstztll
which was to meet shortly, continued in this atmqspher‘e._ T erevl was s
an attempt to settle the open international conflz.et at bzlateraé negd:um
tions of the Politburo of the CPSU Central Committee and the res}éi i m
of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Czechosloviz g

Cierna nad Tisou between July 29 and Augus1:‘ 1 Zas}‘ year. Ihle_ ee; }cné
officials of .the Communist Party of the Soviet Union — as.1s_tts a‘(i_
" in the documents submitted to members of th»e.(.)ent_ral Comimi ;elg =
" iried 'once more to move our leadership- to 'r«ectl-flqa'tmn and Z?hCmEéIL
to take action against the right-wing and anti-socialist t‘orc}fzs. 'o'net il
ing of the six parties in Bratislava on .August 3, 196_8, anc_i 71‘ fhl Zfraternal
ment presented a possibility of settling t'he conflict wit lTh eZ‘ aterns
parties and preventing further catastrophic development. e lea yiJ

of .our Party solemnly confirmed in Brafislava its internationalist obliga- .

tions towards the socialist community. However, in practice, it did not

take a single step after this declaration towards realization of the

obligations undertaken for the defence of the z‘hreqter_wd interests of so-
cialism in this country and the interests of the socialist cqmp.

' | OF THE CPSU
NEW WARNINGS OF THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE
- EVER NE MET WITH NO RESPONSE

o were still more attempts to warn ‘the lea‘de}rsh‘lp of our Party
abzgsrfts“;g%@onsibility for the non-fulfilment Qf ob.hgatwns~u(r)lc’le;:cliiklzasrzlf
as well as about the danger from developments in this country. r.z,t P?zrf
13, 1968, the Politburo of the Central Commztz‘ee.of the Commucrzus = t}é
of’the Soviet Union once more drew the attention of our leadersiip

i Cierna. On the same day,
he non-fulfilment of the agreements 7r0731 T ‘
Z<ComradefBZezhnev wrote to Comrade Dubfek on the same subject and

gravely. poi‘nteci outzla?le’tzfilg»ngsgpgz giu:égftizzlzynt;sm this country, recalling
OUT'NS? Zéigg oxzer?lbgs of the leadefship of the Party were informed about
th'o(‘JS: i?lcglll;?rll;f'annoﬁicial ‘letter was senl{hby ggﬁrfﬁ”?ﬁ% ?tft ;:eO?P%i
gi%;ﬁngﬁ ng;ri%eeoft%z—teiéehOl;;;s;gizégl a;c)ifdtze;s%i sggiuc n(; ng}a?se Dggge;lcl,mrgé
%Zi?;ngegrygl tgolnrgr?;tgleealclzbzlzftmilze:;it%out delay. In the letter, the Pelit-
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‘buro. of the CPSU Central Committee expresses. grave concern and.ap-
prehension over developments in Czechoslovakia.

. ..This letter, which Comrade Dubtek. received on August 19, remained
unanswered and Comrade Dubfek informed the Central Commitiee Pre-
.sidium about it on August 20, only after the report of the entry of ‘the
allied armies onto our territory, although the Presidium began its’ pio-
.Ceedings at 2 p.m. S

."On August 17, Comrade Dubdek met Comrade Kdddr in Komdrno — -at
.the suggestion of Comrade Kddar — where Comrade Kddar again earnest-
Iy pointed out the development of ‘events in Czechoslovakia and the need
for energetic measures to be taken in this country. This talk, lasting
several hours, was also withheld from the Party leadership and Comrade
Dubgek did not give the Presidium of the Central Committee of the
Communist Party of Czechoslovakia a report on it until the second half
of September 1968. ~ ‘ -

WITH RESPONSIBLE DIRECTION OF GUR POLICY,
' AUGUST 1958
NEED NOT HAVE OCCURRED

. These are a few facts from the collection of documents which have
been submitted today. to.you — members of the Central Committee of. the
.Communist Party wof Czechoslovakia  — ‘for information and for your
judgement. From them, such a conclusion can be drawn that the leader-
ship-of the Communist Party of -Czechoslovakia, and Comrade Dubéek in
‘particular, neglected-in the course of thése numerous negotiations with
jraternal parties the basic duties ensuing from the internationalist teach-
ing .and from the relationships of the Communist Party, from bonds of
.alliance with the Soviet Union and the other fraternal countries, However
the basic duties of a responsible statesman to see to the security -of his
country and the peaceful life of its peoples were also neglected. ]

It can be said that with some degree of responsible direction of du‘r
Par(t{y policy, there need have been no entry of the armies onto our
Aerrifory, no- August 1968, with its. political, psychological domestic and

foreign political complications and consequences. It is the duty of Marx-

(ists to strive always for the maintendrice of internationalist relations with
the ]?rqternal Communist parties. It is the duty of a responsible politician
‘to maintain sincere relations with the socialist States, on whose dssisi-

ance the security of our peoples,
depend. Un
time.

es, the defence of our State independence
fortunately, our Party. did not have such a leadership at that

. rfHE RESCLUTION OF THE PRESIDIUM OF THE CENTRAL .COMMiTTEE

OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF AUGUST 21, 1968

18 NON-C‘LASS, UNMARXIST AND INCORRECT ¥FROM THE OUTSET -

- After these- negotiations, after the constant promises and their non-
fulfilment, thé leadership of the Communist Part " Sov
-and the other fraternal parties lost political confi
.cf the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia,

y of:the Soviet Union
dence in the leadership
and - particularly ‘in its- First
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Secretary. It lost confidence in their being ready = of able — fto stop
the dangerous developments in Czethoslovakia. : :

Out of coneern jor developments and. the upholding of $ocialisn in
Czechoslovakia, in view of the danger of power-politieal reversal which
‘the right-wing jorces were siriving jor at the approaching extraordinary
Congress of the Communist Party of Cischoslovakia, out of coneern jor
the consequences of such-developments for the securily. of the soeialist
camp and the possible danger to the results of the Second World War in
Europe, paid for with rivers of blood, thée allisd States decided to send
© their armies§ onio ouF ierritory.

WHAT HAPBENED TO THE CARE FOR THE FUTURE
OF THE PEQPLE OF THIS COUNIRY?

How did the Presidium of the Central Committee of the Communist

Party of Czechoslavakia, which was in sessiofl oh August 20, 1988, from -

2 p.m., react to this step? The accounts of individual participants publish-
ed in our press have alteady partly clarified the attitudes-of the individual
Presidiim members, the dramatic scenes where Comrade Dubfek resigned
his post as the First Secretary and where Comrade Mlynar and oOtfiers
lafer formulated the well-known statement of the Pregidium of the
Central Committee of the Communist party of CZechoslovakia of August
21, 1068, adopted Dby the . majority of votss. With what kind of
responsibility did the then existing leadarship of the Communist Party
of Czschoslovakia approach the situation, the futtre of our people in this
‘serious hour? In the statement, which is known to the public, thére s,
apart from pealistic features — such as the call to the Party and the
people to maintain calm and prudence, the eall to the armed forces not
1o offer resistante to the armies of the five Warsaw Treaty countties

— in thig statement the eniry of the armies is judged from non-elass
and nationalist positions, in eontradiction fo international re3ponsibility
and in contradietion to the Bratislava Deélaration.

instead of sesking, in the given situation, a realistic gplution for the
party and the State and taking immediate active Steps, the Presidinin
of the Ceniral Cotnmittee of the Commurist Party of Czechoslevakia
adepted a demonstrative standpoint which charastarizas the entry of the
apmies of the allied countrigs onto our territory as an act which is in
contradiction to international law -and to the principles ©f relatiotis
-hetween . the soeialist countriss. This standpoint was immediately publish-
ed by the Presidium. This practically meant that this step — the é&ntry
of the armies of the allied countries onto our territory —— was gualified
as an act of occupation, as an attack against the sovereignty of our State

and the freedoni 6f ouf poople; although these BXpressions were used -

derivatively -aftef the deeision of the Central Committee Présidium, only
in the statements of other Party organs, of the Party, the State and of
social organizations. Not a word was said by the Presidium of the Central
Committee of the Communist Party of Czechosipvikia and by Cofrade
Dubdek to explain the preceding negotiations with the fraternal parties,
the accepted and unfulfilled obligations or the motives for the step which
‘was taken by the allied countries with a heavy heart because. they did
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not see any other Solution for the development o ialism in Czecho-
slovakid and for preventing a threat to the gocz’alz’stfecszzfg.zhsm m Crecho
- In this situation, the Presidinm of the Central Committe ! ‘
n1s“c_ Par;y qf Czechoslovakia and Comrade Dubéek did tntgf ?afkgliu?;?t%l;s
== ]_ust s in the. ‘preceding decisive days =~ ‘1o settle controvérsies,: to
clarify the situation, or towards vigorous internal measures which \Ei;()’u‘d
have prweve_n.txed this extraordinary step of the allied Partigs and C‘Ountri;els
After adopting the statement of the Central Committee Presidivm thwey;

passively awaited the further course of events.

~ The members of the Party, the massss of our working people, who were
pxpl;t{pqlly unprepared and uninformed as regards the de‘lvrelydpment of
r:glatwq; the conferences, pledges and obligations on oiir side, wera
aiter this statement and the chauvinistic wave in the mass information
media, completely disorientated, misled, they could not understand y‘lfhe
situation and adopt an objective standpoint. By its decision and by its
ent’ztehformer stand wh_eh it obsctired the real state of relations ‘Pre‘sigium
of the ‘Central Committee: of the Communist Party of Czechoslovdkia
Z;aiizosle;d ;;:; pﬁizl‘iriil‘ disorientation of the Party and of thé people in the

e. All the miore so, since the arrival of th e i
not, and .essentially could not be, a surprise to th‘geni‘lx}g‘?\i;ﬁiﬁ?gfnvﬁg

. circle. The Bratislava Declaration of August 3, 1968, which was signed
£ o

by leading officials of our Party, says literally:

“The support, protection and the strengthenin ’ i
won by the nations through thelr heroie e;ngrts agdosielﬁgssaglg%eg‘eyz
zgeoplg of every couniry are the joint internationalist duty of all t-’ie
socialist countries. This is the unanimous opinion of all participants 'Ezt
tlge consqltatzue meeting, who expressed unflinching determination to de-
velop and protect the achievements of socialism in theif countries,
ac%egi new isuecesses in the building of socialism.” ‘ »
e have already recalled what conclusions were — ! '
drawn from this solemn declaration by the I»Seavgee;:hip oofr Ongrga?tc;t B

THE CONSEQUENCES OF THE FATEFUL STATEMENT OF i
PRESIDIUM OF THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF THE
COMMUNIST PARTY OF CZECHOSLOVAKIA

In the mentioned statement, especially in the part dealing With‘"th‘fe

violation of -internatinonal law, the Presidium of tl entral C
’ ‘ te ‘ . m of the Central Committe
of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia played into the -hands Elf'n'ttgg

-right-wing and anti-socialist forces, which h il
. % - ad taken owver the contic
-of the press, radio and television, to unleash a hostile campéign “again:i

the occupants”™, to incite resistance an

L , cite re g and to conduct chauvinistic pr -
g;m»da against thle.alhied armies. It was a campaign aimed  at pogz'toiggl
i rugdglev_ qnd a split with the Soviet Union and the socialist countries, of
candalizing the- USSR and the other countries internationally; whz‘éhiuaé

. also- jully exploited -by the bour i i i
bourgeois countries- viet Uni
-and the-other socialist countries. . agaznsf the Soviet Union

By this statement, the Presidium of the Central Commitfee of the

Communist Party of Czechoslovakia also gave a directive for the work
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of lower- Party organs-and local Party organizations, which -saw in "gh;e
statement a binding instruction for their own conclusions. Organs of the
National Assembly, Inass social organizations and various other organ-
izations of our life alsa took up their stand according to this line.

Considering the monopoly held at that time in the mass z:nformat;‘qn
media by the right-wing and anti-socialist forces and considermg‘the dis-
‘orientation of the entire Party and of the people one cannot wonder that
many. -honeést-- Party members, organizations and organs, -many honest
citizens of our State were misled, disorientated and that they adopted an
incorreet -stand. In such a situation it is difficult to reproach them._ A
chauvinistic and anti-Soviet wave was created in our country, posing
itself -as supreme patriotism and condemning all different standpoints
as treason or collaboration. The campaign, filled with hatred, which was
waged in those days by the mass information media and which had begun
already a long time before, reached its climax. A group of people ‘abroe.zd,,
‘like Ota ik and Co., abused this. occasion for actions in foreign countries
and in the U.N. Security Council. This disorientation, and bourgeois pro-
paganda in the Western countries harmfully influenced t.he known s:tan'f-
points .of some. fraternal parties which were exposed in the capitalist
countries to .a furicus onslaught of anti-Soviet hysteria.

THE SOCIALIST COUNTRIES FULFILLED THEIR
INTERNATIONAL OBLIGATION

. What standpoint should we adopt towards these issues today, when a

period ‘of time has elapsed and when we have the knowledge of some
docurnents. At the May Plenum -of the Central Committee of the Cominu-
nist ‘Party of Czechioslovakia we said-that our Par’ty wants  to deal
honourably with these events, before its people and before the Interra-
tional Communist Movement. We are preparing an analysis of the entire
-post-January development which will alsc clarify this period m gr@at_‘e_r.
detail. However, with the onslaught of the right-wing and anti-socialist
forces -during the past® months, it was necessary to adopt some s‘gand-
points on the basis of already known facts. This 1 did at the Intermational
Conference of -Communist and Workers Parties in Moscow last June, at
the State-wide meting on August 19th- of this year, and at the celebra-
tions of the Slovak National Uprising on -August 25th of this year. The
Presidium of the Central Committee of the Communist Party .of Czecho-
slovakia has endorsed my statements. With: full responsibility we- can
today say:, _ S . o
1. If the Presidium of the Central Committee of the Communist Party

~.of - Czechoslovakia, - especially. the. decisive officials and Comrade -

Dubdek -personally, had firmly led the Party in the pasf-]anuar:y.de—
velopment in aecordance with the principles of Marxzsm—Lenznzsm,
if they had-taken care of its internal unity, observance of democratic
_gentralism, the assertion of the leading role of the Party, if they had
~relied on the working class and the sworking people and ﬁad waged
. -a vigorous -struggle -with- the -anti-soeialist - and right-wing fo_rger,
there would not-have arisen such an intra-Party and internal political
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struggle, such a profound crisis situation, which threatened the unity
and the leading. role.of the Communist. Party. of Czechoslovakia, the
socialist power of the working class and of the working people and
our ties of alliance with the Soviet Union and the other socialist
countries. )

2.If in the negotiations with the Communist Party of the Soviet Union .

and with the other fraternal parties, caused by our -internal develop-

ment, -they .had proceeded from internationalist positions, with a

political and statesmanlike responsibility, the allied troops would not
- have entered our territory. . : z

' 3.In the mentioned situation, the entry of the allied-troops was mo-
tivated by the interests of the defence of socialism in Czechoslovakia
against anti-socialist, right-wing and counter-revolutionary forces,
by the common interests and security of the socialist camp, by the
class interests of the Communist and workers movement. Under no
circumstances was it .an act: of aggression against the Czechoslovak

“State and the Czechoslovak people, it was not a matter of the ocecupa-
tion of Czechoslovak territory and of supressing the freedom and the
socialist system in our country. : ,

We therefore consider the statement of the Presidium of the Central

) Committee of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia of August 21, 1968,
_in-its essential part as devoid of class character, non-Marxist and fun-

damentally incorrect and, in-its: political consequerices as harmful to our
Party, our nations and-our State. The lower Party, social and other organs
in our country which last August derived their incorrect standpoints from
the statement of the Central Committee Presidium of August 21, have
annuled, rescinded or amended their standpoints from that time. )

The Presidium of the Central Committee of the Communist Party.of
Czechoslovakia proposes that the present session of the Central Committee
annul for the said reasons the statement of the Presidium of the Central
Commitiee of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia of August 21, 1968,
because of its fundamental incorrectness, even though it contains parts

. which have a more realistic content. By the proposed-decision of the Cent-

ral Committee we intend to redress, before the. Party, the people and
the International Communist Movement, one of -the basic errors of the
post-January leadership- of our Party and make it possible for a . great
number of honest Party members and citizens of our State to correct,
ajter being acquainted with facts, their incorrect standpoints jrom August
of last-year. By this we also wish to contribute, in accordance with truth
and checked facts, to the clarification of the so-called Czechoslovak
issue in the international Communist movement and to the broadening of
our relations with the USSR and the allied socialist countries.

Since the years of the Second Wiorld War, the freedom of our nations,
the independence of the. Czechoslovak -State .and- the protection of its
socialist development has been based on the alliance and fraternal co-
operaticn with the USSR and the other socialist' countries. The clarifica-

“tion and explanation of the events of August 1968 makes it possible to
-continue successfully in this line. The proposed decision and the ‘correct-

ion of the incorrect and erroneous step of our Party leadership of August
21, 1968, is our duty as Communist and Czechoslovak patriots.. -
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- THE MOSCOW PROGTOCOL PROCEEDS -FROM
THE BRATISLAVA DECLARATION

A realistic way out of the exceptionally complex situation after August
20th was sought by the President of the Republic, Comrade Ludvik Svo-
‘boda, who took steps for clarifying and normalizing our relations with the
‘USSR and the allied countries. This step of Comrade Svoboda and of
the delegation which he headed at the Moscow. talks resulted in the
Mbsgow Protocel concluded on August 26, 19688, This Moscow Protocol
links up with the Bratislava Declaration of August 3, 1968. It provided

d basis for the resumption of normal life at home, for.the resumption of

the work of our Party, the Staté organs and the entire social life, It linked
up with the traditional and friendly ties of alliance between our Parties,
nations ‘and States. It was from this that the further work of the Party
and the further development in our State proceeded, or to be more exact,
should have proceeded,

_THE SO-CALLED VYSOTANY CONGRESS WAS AN ILLEGAL ACTION
OF RIGHTIST GROUPS IN CONTRADICTION TO PARTY CONSTITUTION

On this océasion, it its necessary to meéntion a third event which for
a2 long time had been misleading members of the Party and our socisty
.{some of them are being misled by it up to the present) — the so-called
.extraordinary 14th Party Congress in Vysofany on August 22, 1968. Tt
is koown that Iong before August, the leadership of the City Party
Organization in Prague tvas seized by a right-wing group which aspired
to become ‘the sgcond eentre in the Party, It declared its city conférence
. a8 permanent in order to exert consistent pressiiré on tlhie Party leader-
ship, and ovrganized actious for séizing the Party leddership at the
extraordinary congress convened for September 9th in Prague. This right-
wing groip around the City Commitice of the Gommiinist Party of Czecho-

slovakia in Praghie conveneéd, after the statémeént of the Central Commitice -

Presidium of Augiist 21, by mearis of the radio and through other channels,
the delegates to the extraordinary 14th Congréds 1o a conference which
in the coirse of the session of the delegales it declared 10 be the extraor-
dinary 14th Party Cengress. '

It must be statéd that the group around the Prague City Committee
.6t thé Cemmunist Party of Czechoslovakia, — former City Committee
secretaries J. Litera, J. Koir¢, former Director.of the Radio Z. Hejzlar, as
well as Sabata, Ps&likan, Milo§ Hajek, Silhan, Pacovsky and others, had
usurped for themselves,” without authority of any kind and from any
‘Party organs; the vight to coéfivene a congress to determine 1its pro-
-gramme, to adopt documents on behalf of the entire Party and even
-tp elect a new Ceniral Cominitteé and its Presidiaii. This represents a
gross violatiop of the Party Censtitution. it was evidently insignificant
for these right-wing representatives that when the congress was Opened
only 5 out of the 292 normally elected delegates from Slovakia - were
‘prosait. A majority of delegates from other sectors were equally missing.
It was thus that these branded “progressives” implémenied the idea of
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infra:Party demoecracy and democracy in Soelety about which they nad
been shouting ¢ff their motiths for months.

It was evidently a group of people who in a crisis and critical situation
of the Party abused the disorientation.of the majority of honest delegates

- for brutal ehauvinistic and anti-Soviét attacks and for the illegal elec-

tiot af a new Central Commitiee and its Presidium. From the addresses
miade at this “Vysofany Congréss” and from the -docuinents adopted at
this congness it is evident that it was a maiter of non-class and anti-
Marxist standpoints of a group of stage-mandgers and orgdnizers, of il-
legal and usurpatory seizing of the rights dnd poters of the Central
Comrmiiftee, of an attempt to seize the leadership of the whole Party. This
“Vysodédny Congress” is a typical and chargcteristic example of how the
right-wing forees in our Party manipulated well-meaning Party mémbers
and delegates to the Congress. At the same tifmie it deflonstrates where
the right-wing fotces wanted to 16ad our Party and the Stare, when they
wers in fact striving, under the slogans of sovereignty and infdépendence,
for the separation of the Czechosiovak Secialist Republie from the Soeial-

_ ist Community and from the States of the Warsaw IrFeaty. It i8 suili-

ciently known how this so-called Vysofany Congress complicated the
situation of the Party, especially in the Czéch lands and in the intérna-
tional Communist-movement. And it-also demenstrates how the right-
wing opportunist forées in the Party were preparing for the extraordinary
14th Congress which was to have convened on September § and with what
intentions they. approached it. R
The Moaseew Protogol, signed on' August 26 by the leadarship of our
Party, tontained a stipilation on the non-validity of the so-vallzd Vy-

‘spany Congress. It is known with what embarragsinient and “considarate-
‘ness” some membérs.of the then Presidium ef the Central Committee of
‘the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia were bringing this stipulation
‘into life, how they strove for a compromise in the co-optation of new

members of the Central Commiittee of the Communist Party of Czscho-

_slovakia 4t the end of Auigust, 1868. Although the Gongress of the Com-

munist Party of Slovakia which openéd in Bratislava at the end of August
was at the beginning also under the influence of thié statement of the

-Presidium of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Czecho-

slovakia of August 21, and of nationalist and anti-Sovigt hysteria, it adept-
ed & principled standpoint towards the “Vysofany Cohgréss”, rejecied
it as illegdl and the Slovak members of the so-called Central Committee
of the Commiunist Party of Czechoslovakia and its new Présidium reé-
notnéed their funetions. This course of the Comftitnist Party of Slovakia

‘was for imany morths the subject of & campaigh of right-wing foreas

filled with hatrad.
Sinee the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Czéechoslovakia
has not, so far, directly adopted d Standpoint on the so-cualled Vy-
8otany Congress, the CGentral Presidium recbinmznds 1o the present
session of the Central Commiitee to. univocally dnd openly dissociate
itself -from the Vysofany Congress, to declaré this qctioh of the right-
""" ion .and
.10 declare, before thé entire Party, the documents and resulls of this
congress null and void. . : ‘
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DEVELOPMENTS AFTER AUGUST PROVE THAT IT WAS A RIGHT-WING
AND COUNTER-REVOLUTIONARY ONSLAUGHT

" After:-the heavy shock of August 1968 and the lessons which the lead-
ing. officials 'of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia could and should
have learned from it, it was possible to expect that order would be vi-
gorously made in our Party and State, as negards the anti-socialist and
right-wing forces, that the Party would fully assert its influence and
leading" role, that it ‘would take the .mass information media firmly in
its-hand and would: ensure, in accordance with its' teaching and  its
. obhgatlons from the -Moscow Protocol, steps towards the restoration of
socialist order in our Party and in our State. Unfortunately, the months
from August 1968 to April 1969 are crammed with confusion, periods of
crisis; through which our.whole. Party, our society, its policy and econoiny
and the thinking of the Party members and of the broad masses of our
populatzons continued to pass. -

,What is ‘the reason that conclusions were not drawn fnom the ex-
perierice acquired before ‘August and in -August, that no correction was
made, that the Party and the society did not continue in consolidating
the 31tuat10n in our country? The anti-socialist and right-wing forces
which - had ‘kept practically all their- positions won in the pre-August
perlod had a simple explanation which they proclaimed by means of all
mass -information medxa to the people at home and o the world: the
cddse lies in ‘the “occupants”,-in the entry .of the allied troops. The
deterioration .of the economic and political situation was being explained
by this simplified, primitive and false argument. However, the real cause
lay in the fact that the Party leddership continued to pursue its disunited,
contradictory, hesitant and opportunist policy in the same way as bejore
August, some of its members as well as the then First Secretary did not
find-eourage for effective - actions against right-wing and opportunist
forces in the- Party and anti-Soviet forces in the society, they did not find
courage and energy to influence and secure control of the mass informa-
tion medza to.crush the anti-socialist and right-wing centres in the Party
and the StaLe and their exceptionally strong positions. The same forces
¢éontinued to exert their disruptive influence on internal as well as on
international relations.-On the contrary, they carried on the nationalist,

- anti-Soviet wave, they acquired courage under the benevolent patronage

of the right-wing forces in the Party leadership and in the Central
Commlttee and in other Party, State and economic positions, they .were

seizing whole sectors of the economic and State life, of social organiza-.

tions — of entire séctors in the Trade Unions, in youth, in the apparatus
of the- State power etc. These questions were repeatedly the subject of
strong criticism by part of the members ¢cf the Presidium of the Cent-
ral Committee of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia and of the later
established Executive Committee of the Central Committee Presidium.
Several .times .good. and correct resolutions were also adopted but their
implementation was in fact always. made impossible by the opportunist
stand of the representatives of the right wing in the Party leadership
using. at the same time power positions in the Party, State and mass zn-
formation medza
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THE NOVEMBER RESOLUTION TORPEDOED AGAIN

In November 1968, there was an attempt to make of the November
Resolution a basis of the unification of the Party, for assertion of its
leading role and for a start towards consolidating conditions in the. Party
and the State. As many times before, this Resolution was again torpedoed
and paralyzed by the offensive onslaught of the anti-socialist and right-
wing forces, as we had known them from the culminating phases around
the student strike in November 1968, during the campaign around Josef
Smrkovsky and at the Trade Union Congresses in December 1968, then
again-in January, February and especially late March 1969. These forces
and hesitant as well as. incapable members of the Party leadership were
bringing the whole Party, our society and the State to the verge of tragic
situations. It will be necessary to analyze in detail the actions of these
forces, of their centres at home and abroad, the impact of infer-connec-
tions between individual groups of the right-wing and anti-socialist for-
ces, foreign bourgeois intelligence services and purposive subversion in
Czechoslovakia, in the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia, in our policy,
economy, etc.

These eight months from August 1968 to April 1969 are in this respect
unprecedented in the socialist camp. If there could be talk of naivety,
illusions, “seeking @ new model” in the case of many political and
public officials before August 1968, there can be no doubt after August
1968 that there was in- Czechoslovakia an organized right-wing and .
eounter-revolutionary campaign, attempts to disrupt conditions in our
‘Party and in our State. In this respect, too, a detdiled analysis of these
eight months will show the responsibility of political and other ofizczals
jor the tragic situations in our Party and soczez‘y . k

i

THE OFFENSIVE OF THE PARTY AFTER THE APRIL PLENARY SESSION‘

A fundamental turn in -this situation was brought about only by the
April session of.the Central-Committee of our Party. At the beginning of
this report we spoke of some successes in the work of the Party and our
society, of progress in the consolidation. It is true that we are also aware
of the weak spots, of what was left unsaid and also of the fact that ia
this respect the work of our Party is practlcally in. the first stage. We
know how many. shortcomings there are in our work — from the centre
to regional and district organizations, and especially in the local organiza-
tions of the Party. We know how many shortcomings there are in. the
sphere of State bodies and especially in our economy.

"~ A critical look at our past development, clarification of important pro-
blems and key points in our recent history speeds up the process of
cognition, the overcoming of incorrect views in the minds of our peopls,

dlfferentlatlon It is an important contribution to the political consollda-
tion in our Party and society. All the measures taken in the field of
Party and public life are aimed at creating in this country a normal

- peaceful conditions for solving problems, and especially for concentrating

all the attention of the Party and.our people on economic problems. The
purpose of the work of the Communist Party lies in solving the problems
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\of life and livelthood of the working man. If we are compelled to deal
lwith eliminating obstacles-on this path, in the transitional period, this is
the heritage the new leadership of the Party has taken over in a situation
lwhich was not easy, with which it must cope, so that we may relatively
quickly reach a situation in which all our Party and social organizations,
State and economic bodies and other spheres will carry out their func-
itions normally, as is presumed in a-consolidated and civilized State.
After five months following the April plenary session and after partial
{sucoesses and good results we have conditions today for speeding up the
pace of consolidation measures in the political and economic field. This
means at the same time to place greater demands on the work of our
people, especially the Communists, in every fleld.

PURIFICATION OF THE PARTY — PRECONDITION FOR A HIGHER
LEVEL OF POLITICAL AND IDEOLOGICAL UNITY

In order to restore the unity-of our Party on the principled foundations
of the Marxist-Leninist teaching it is necessary, in keeping with the
tmplementation Directives, to continue in the everyday struggle against
right-wing opportunist forces and views within our Party. To use matter-
of-fact arguments in order to win and persudde wavering and disorientated
honest members and rid the Party of those people who obstittately persist
in incorrect political and ideclogical pesitions or, while 'even holding
a Party membership card, struggle actively against its programme and
political aims."Wé are submitting today to the Central Commiittee of the
Communist Party of Gzechoslovakia a number of proposals for the expul-
'sion from the Central Committee of those of its mrembers who abandoned
'the positions of Marxism-Leninism, discredited the Party in important
periods and who for a longer time made no efforts to rid themselves of
serious errors or to help the Party in a difficult situation. In this way, the
Central Committee is to be an example for the Regional, City and District
Committees of the Party to take a similar principled attitude to the
workers in their sphere, to rid Party bodies of right-wing opportunists and
to achieve -a higher degree of political and ideological unity of these
“bodies.. It is necessary to review the Party apparatus from the central
bodies to the lowest so that the exponents of right-wing opportunism
should not find refuge in this important sector of Party work. The saie
‘line shouwld be adopted in social organizations, in the State .and economic
apparatus, in the fields of science and culture. :

ALL HELP T0O LOCAL ORGANIZATICNS OF THE PARTY
. .

It must be said that serious shortcomings in our activity are in the
work with local vrganizations ¢f our Party. There are cases that orga-
nizations Have not mst for quite a long time. There are enough cases in
which a considerable number of members do not take part in Party life,
even in membership mestings of the local organizations of the Communist
‘Party ‘of Czechoslovakia. There are many cases of political passivity.
Generally, much greater attention must be paid — especially by. District
Committess of the Party—to organizations, to keeping them informed,
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.to local activization and correct orientation according to the resolutions

of the Central Committee. The main front-line of the struggle dgainst the
influence of right-wing opportunist forces is now in local organizations.
This is an intense process of differentiation, and it is thereforé necessary
to help in this struggle by all means to the sound core of the Party in
local organizations. After all, the final defeat of-the right-wing forces

~in the Party can be completed exactly in the local organizatioms. We

again emphasize the specific -importancé of local organizations of the
Party in factories and places of work. This has its political aspect, but
at the same time it is one of the preconditions for improving our economy.
After this session of the Central Committee, the Regional and District
Committees should work out detailed plans of work with the local Party
crganizations and set themselves highly demanding tasks in activating
all honest Communists for Party work.

THE PARTY MEMBERSHIP CARD CAN BE CARRIED ONLY BY PEQOPLE
FAITHFUL TO ITS PRGGRAMME

We have pep»eatedly stated that some members of the Party have so far
abandoned Marxist-Leninist teaching that their continued membership

‘in the Party is not a contribution for it, but directly harms it. Such cases
_must be solved. The Presidium of the Central Committee of the Commitnist

Party of Czechoslovakia prepares for the session of the Central Com-
mittee to be held later this year proposals for measures to replace
membership cards, which were to be carried out already last year. We
do not expect the replacement of membership cards to be a formal act.
The membership card of our Party should be carried by people who are
jaithful to- its programme, who commit themselves. for it and help the
Party. We do not intend to give a new Party membership card to disho-
nest, discredited people or to those who are unable to get rid of views
hostile to our teaching. It will therefore be necessary to assess in the
case of every member of the Party whether he deserves to be a Party
member in view of his political attittide, work and character.

E;ctraardz’nary importance is in this period held by correct personnel
policy. The policy of the Party will be implemented according to the
kind of people the Party will place in responsible posts in the whole
sphere of our life. In our work we should rely -on- people who are poli-
tically mature and firm, professionally -capable, on people with good
character so that they be able to master assigned tasks and to win
authority and respect in their environments. Every organization must
pay special attention to this problem. ’ .

~ CONCRETE PARTY WORK AMONG PECPLE IS MOST
' IMPORTANT N

_It is necéssary to return again to the problem of fesponstbz‘litu of the
Party organization for conditions at its place of work, in the factory, the
office, at every. place. We must orisntate Party members and. Party orga-
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nizatiohs towards concrete work -— especially in the economic field,
‘towards .’ concrete . care for ~people, for their problems and everyday
‘worrles. This field of ‘Party work was highly neglected over the recent
period and must be.therefore emphasizad again.and again. We have many
times stated that the following principle is valid:

. We shall succeed. in solving all other problems of our society as rapidly
as we shall have the Party in order, unified on principled foundations
“and capable to take action. We shall- therefore pay increased and
. ‘extragrdinary attention to the restoration of the unity of the Party in
7 -all organizations.

! Speaking of the unity of the Party, it should be said that old sectarlan
tendencies, - which hinder our path forward and weaken our consistent
struggle against right-wing opportunism as against the main danger,
have appeared in some places. These are old problems in our movement.
Lenin, too, spoke about them in 1929 in the drait resolution on the 10th
Congress of the Communist Party of Russia on party unity:

“Criticism of the Party’s shortcomzngs, which -is absolutely necessary,
-must be conducted in such a way that every practical proposal shail

be submitted immediately, without any delay, in the most precise form
~.pussible, jor consideration and decision to the leading, local and cent-
-ral bodies of the Party. Moreover, everyone who criticizes must see
““tp it that the form of his criticism takes into account the position of
.- the Party, surrounded as it is by a ring of enemies, and that the content
- ofi:his-criticism is such that by directly participating in Soviet and
- ‘Party work, he can test the rectification of the errors of the Party or of
the individual Party members in practice.”

“I.recall these words of Lenin because also the above-mentioned non-
Leninist  methods 'and forms of work, which impair the unity of the
Party and also impair unified discipline, which is equally binding for all
‘members, have. survived from the preceding period of the internal division
‘0of 'the Party up to the present. In our party work it is necessary to
struggle also.against these harmful phenomena, just as against signs
-of impatience,. petty: -bourgeois radicalism, although they are sometimes
motivated by . good " intentions; guite frequently however, they hide
-personal ambitions and motives, At the present level of development of
our Party we must enfoce more resolutely the internal unity of the Party,
led from .one centre, just as increased discipline of Party members.

.. We-'consider consulting the Central Committee later this year on starting
work on. preparations for .our 14th Congress. The precondition for it to
_bxe held is m-ternal consohdatlon «0f the Party and 1ts 1deolog1ca1 unity.

EXTRAORDINARY IMPORTANCE QF IDEOLOGICAL EDUCATION

"In the interest of-Communist education and of overcoming incorrect

views in the minds of people and of winning them over for committed
support for the policy of the Party it is necessary 7o intensify zdeologzcal

.qacetivity in the Party and in society:

i;,-— it is ‘necessary to concentrate Party propaganda and education on

explaznzng the present tasks of the Party in individual fields of socialist
constructwn
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— it is necessary to use the lesson from the exposure. of the causes
and the overcoming of the consequences of the activity of right-wing
opportunist and counter-revolutionary forces in order to prevent the

. -repetition of similar phenomena in future and to eﬁzezently resist: the
‘influence of Western bourgeois propaganda;

— we must pay extraordinary attention and care-to restormg en e)‘fz-

cient system of internal party education, especially to the study of

works of the.classics of Marxism-Leninism and of the present. polity

of the Party. Abandonment of this in the past period helped to cast

doubts on the key values of ‘the Communist revolutionary movement

and contributed to weakening the class approach of C’ommunzsts 1o
- solving the most various issues;

.. — §pecial attention must be paid to the educatzon of the baszc Party

aktiv, especially. funciionaries from Party committees in big- industrial
. ~plants, in order to give them effective political-ideological preparation
- and heZp even before the forthcoming -annual membersth meetmgs

TO FREE SOCIAL ORGANIZATIONS, TOO, OF THE INFLUENCE
OF RIGHT-WING FORCES

We recalled a certain improvement of the work of Communists in

‘soéia) and other organizations of the  National Front. It is true, howsver,

that we are still facing the main stage of work in this dlrSCthH Quite
a number of bodies and organizations of the Revoludtionary Trade Unign
‘Movement, youth, women, sports and other organizations; are still under
the influence of incorrect views and directly =~ undér ‘the influence
of right-wing opportunist - forces. The political struggle ‘for the puri-
fzcanon of mass organizations from opportunist influences, especially
of - the trade union movement and youth, -must. be: intensified :at all
levels and personnel policy -in these big and zniluentzal organizations
must be given extraordinary attention. The trade union movement has over
the period given little assistance in carrying out.the tasks in the field
of economy and production. It is necessary te turn to active effective
work ‘from idle dabbling in politics and especially from organizing
various -protest actions, frequently of an opposition character. All our

Party bodies will devote extraordinary attention to organizations of the

National Front, especially to the trade unions and youth..
. We face complicated work on the cultural front, in the izeld of: edu—

© cation, science and art. These fields have been strongly infiltrated by

opportunist tendencies. However, the Party cannot give up its influence
on-such delicate spheres of our society. We want to:solve probleéms which
have cropped up and ripened in this field very sensitively, but also with
great consistency. We sincerely wish to win over the. overwhelming
majority of the Intelligentsia of all specializations for cooperation. Party
and Government bodies will shortly discuss more thoroughly the problems
of scientific and technological ‘development -and a whole coimplex “of

. problems — how the results of science and .technology.could be applied

.in:production to help our economy. After profound-.analysis and elabo-
:ration of these problems we consider submitting this subject for all-round
assessmnent to some of the sessions of the Central Commlttiee



WE CALL FOR THE CO-CPERATION OF ALL, WHO ARE NOT INDIFFERENT
e T . TO THE FATE OF OUR NATIONS

" At the latest plenary session of the Central Committee we were also '

discussing the situation in our national ‘economy, certain principles and
measures for improving it. Our enemies abroad and anti-socialist and

opportunist-forces at home arg misusing some of our economic difficulties .

against the Party and our socialist system, while it is a well-known fact
that featyres of crisis appeared strongly in our economy as early as
1961-1964 and that they have not been practically overcome since that
time. During the past year groups of righi-wing opportunists misused also
econgmic problems to paralyze the whole sysiem of economic manage-
ment, to weaken the leading role of the Party in economy. Under the
title of a reform they replaced planned management of the economy by
anarchy and arbitrariness, Today, they want to demagogically put the
blame for the losses they caused te our ecgnomy during the last one
year and a half en the new Party leadership. It will be necessary to
~ inform the Party of these problems on ancther occasion in greater
* detail.

I shall give only one example: Comrade Borfivka as Minister of Agri-
- eultire visited various official and other places last year with panicky
reports that we are threatened with an “explosion of meat”, that we
shall not know what to do with it, Concrete palicy was made according
te these theories. The number of cattle and pigs dropped by hundreds
of thousands in 4 short period. And inday, we have serious problems
with supplying the population with meat, we are buying it on all world
markets ‘and must take gnergetic measures to improve the situation at
least next year. And. the new leadsrship of the Party is being blamed for
the difficulties iy meat supply.

We could actually list similar irresponsible approaches to solving eco-

nomic problems in. the past period from every section of our econpmy.

70 SOLVE EGONOMIC PROBLEMS MORE ENERGETICALLY

" The stabilizatign measures adopted 'last. May have brought eertain
better geonomie results over the past three months. However, the junda-

. mental negative trend and disproportions in the national economy have

" not been completely overcome. The Presidium of the Central Committee
discusses economic prablems eontinuously practically at each -of its
sassions. We have come to the conclusion that it is necessary to . earry
out substontial personnel changes both in. the Federal Governiment and
in the Natienal Governments so that new pegple in rgsponsible posts in
economiec Junctions could solue ~gur economic -problems muech maore
censistently, energetically and responsibly. The respective proposals for
changes in the Federal Government and in the Geovernment of the Czech
Sogialist Republie have heen submitted to the Central Comnittee.

We expeect these changes to help rapidly complete a systematic eon-
cept of the planned management of our economy, of the whole structure
of economic management in our State, a rapid completion of the plan
for the year 1870, preparation of the Five-¥ar Plan and, above all,
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energetic. elimination of shortcomings in production, in distribution,
activation of all resources, which condemnably are not utilized in many
places. We shall enforce that the position of leading economic executives,
from the Government and Minisiries down to management in factories
and places of work be strengthened. However, we shall also require. full
responsibility from comrades in individual economic fields. '

We shall consistently and on a full scale restore the leading role . of
the Party in the sphere of the national economy, strengthen Party and
State discipline, give all-round support to the initiative of working
people. 1t will be necessary to strengthen the influence of Federal
economic bodies on the development of the unified Czechoslovak eco-
nomy, to complete the solution of competence relations with individual
bodies of State and economic management, to specify their powers and
responsibilities. As we -have already recalled simultaneocusly with
problems of political consolidation, the situation is equally urgent in the
field of economic problems, to which we want to gradually give
substantial attention of our whole Party and the public. We are preparing
an analysis of our economy, a concept of our economic policy, the system
of management and prospects of the consolidation and development of
our national economy. We assume that the Presidium of the Central
Committee will be able to. present the whole complex of the above-
mentioned problems for debate to the Central Commiitee of the Com-
munist Party of Czechoslovakia before the end of this year. This is why
we are now touching on these problems only briefly.

We started the jubilee year of the 25th anniversary of the liberation
of our nations by the Soviet Army and the restoration of the Czecho-
slovak State by celebrations of the 25th anniversary of the Slovak
National Uprising. We want our people to spend the celebrations of
the liberation of the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic in a calm
atmosphere, in a consolidated State of Czechs and Slovaks and our
nationalities. We have all preconditions in this couniry to overcome
political and economic difficulties, ensure a realistic perspective of
development of our socialist State, its economic and cultural prosperity
as well as the development of our socialist democracy. The roads
towards this quite close perspective have been shown by the Implemen-
tation Directive of the May Plenary Session of the Ceniral Committee
of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia. o ’
We have travelled along this path for four months and today we again
emphasize and specify it. It is necessary that as a leading force in
our- society, as a party of the working cldass the Party should give an
example-by its work to all the working people 1o rapidly overcome dif-
ficulties and problems. We are calling workers, farmers and intelli-
gentsia, grown-up and young people, Communists and other citizens,
all, who are not indifferent to the fale of our nations, to- the life of
-our people for cooperation in this great work of consolidation and
prosperity of our society and our State.
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RESOLUTION

OF THE PLENARY SESSION OF THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE
OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF GZECHOSLGVAKIA
HELD FROM SEPTEMBER 25 T0 26

The Central Committe of the Communist Party. of Czechoslovakia
debated at its plenary session on September-25 and 26, ‘1989, the: report
of the Presidium of the Ceniral Committee of the Communist Party of
Czechoslovakia on the present situation and further tasks of the Party,
delivered. by First Secretary of the Central Committee of the Communist
Party of Czechoslovakia, Comrade Gustdv Husak.

The Central Committee of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia "

1. states, that

— in the period after the plenum of the Central Committee of the Com-
‘munist Party of Czechoslovakia in May 1969, thanks to the strenuous
work . of ‘thousands of tunctionaries and members of our. Party and its
leadership, the Party has achieved in all spheres.of society considerable
progress, success and the first stage of consolidation; : -

— In our political and public life as well as in our foreign political
relations a certain calming down has -set in and. the well-known. crisis
situations are being overcome. Uncontrolled development and -anarchy
are .giving way -to purposeful ‘direction of Party life and society: The
Party — at least its healthy core — is again acquiring its..ability: to
act and its militancy and is gradually- asserting its leading role in our
society; . .

— The positive results of implementing the directive of the plenum of
the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia of
May 1969 prove their correctness. This directive remains ‘the -concrete
programme for the complete solution of problems, for fully overceming
the crisis situations in this country; : . IR

2. Appfoves

the activity of the Presidium of the Central Committee of the Com-.
munist Party of Czechoslovakia since the plenum. of the Central ‘Com-
mittee of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia in May’ 1969, and
its report on the present situation and further tasks of the Party, as the
directive for further work of Party organizations, organs and Communists
in-all spheres of our life; : . . N

3.-Annuls

+in full its decision of July 1968 on the refusal of -the Communist Party -
oIt Czechoslovekia to attend the conference of the five Communist
parties in Warsaw, approved under roused-up psychological, moral ‘and
p'ubli‘c pressure of the right wing. This was a grave political mistake, ‘it
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was an act which is at variange with the interests of socialism in -our 7. Approves - . -
country, and with internationalist traditions; . the appeal on the development of initiative at work to mark the '25th

4 Annuls anniversary of the liberation of the Republic by the Soviet Army.

the resolution of the Presidium of the Central Comimittee of the Com-- fll AEP roves :
munist Party of Czechoslovakia of August 21, 1968, because it is non-class, , . &ihaucounts report of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia for 1988
non-Marxist and fundamentally ihcorrect. The entry of the allied troops, an e draft budget for 1969, including proposed measures. ’
under the situation which arose in summer 1968, was motivated by the ’
interests of the defence of socialism in Czechoslovakia against right-
wing anti-socialist and counter-revolutionary forces, by common interests
in the securitv of the socialist camp, by the class interests of the work- !
ers and. Communist movement. Under no circumstances was it an act
of aggression against the people, a matter of occupation of the Czecho-
slovak territery and of suppression of freedom and soclalist order in our
State; .
5. Rejects : |
the so-called Vyso&any Congress, and declares its documents and results !
Agll and void. The illegal so-called Vysofany Congress is the result ‘
of impermissible faction activity of some members of the Central Com-
mittee of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia, the City Committee of
the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia in Prague and other right-wing
opportunist forees, in the organization of whic¢h, at variance with the o
Party Constitution, delegates to the extraordinary 14th Congress of the i
. Communist Party of Czechoslovakia were misusad. |
The Party Central Commithee assesses the activity of the initiators and
organizers of ths so-called Vyso€any Congress as an illegal and usurpa- ;
tory seizure of the rights and competence of the Central Committee and B -
as an attempt to seize the leadership of the whole Party.

In view of the extraerdinary atmosphere of pressure by the right-wing
forces, in which the delegates to the 14th Congress were elected, the
Central Committee of the Party annuls their mandate. Delegates to the
planned regular 14th Congress will be elected in a way fo be determined
by the Central Committee  of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia,
according to the Party Constitution within the framework of the pre-
Congress campaign. The Central Control and Auditing Commission will
complete the check on the activity of the “second centre” in the Party of
the initiators and organizers of the Vysofany gathering and will subject
them to disciplinary proceedings, '

6.Enjoins

thé Presidium of the Central Committes of the Communist Party of
Czechoslovakia, in the intgrests of consistent realization of Party and
State policy, to decide, in indispensable cases, on personnel changes in
organs ©of the Party, in State organs and organs of.social organizations,
where decision-making is within the powers of the plenum of the Cent-
ral Committee of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia. '

The Presidivm of- the Central Committes of the Communist Party of
Czechoslovakia is cbliged to report to the nearest plenary session eof the
Central Committee of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia on the .
neasons for the changes made. |
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RESOLUTION

OF THE PLENARY SESSION OF THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE
OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF CZECHOSLOVAKIA
HELD FROM SEPTEMBER 25 TO 26, 1969

The Central Committee of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia ex-
pels from membership in the Central Committee of the Communist Party
of Czechoslovakia comrades Josef. Smrkovsky, Marie Mikova, Milan Hibl,
Dr.. Zbyn&k Vokrouhlicky, Zden&k MlynaF, Dr. Jifi Héjek and, from the
ranks of alternate members of the Central Committes of the Commumst
Party of Czechoslovakia, Dr. Frantifek Vlasdk.

The Central Committee of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia
charges the Communist deputies of the Federal Assembly and of the
House of the People to recall comrades josef Smrkovsky and Marie Mi-
kova from their functions as deputies for the Communist Party of Czecho-
slovakia. .

The Central Committee of the Communist Party of CzechOSlovakla ex-
pels Vaclav Prchlik, Vaclav Slavik and Dr. Alfréd Cerny from both the
Central Committee of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia and from |
the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia.

The Central Committee of the Commumst Party of- Czechoslovakia
releases from their functions of members of the Central Committee of the
Communist Party of Czachoslovakia, at their own request, comrades
Jirt Judl, Vladimir Kabrna, Josef Hauer, Antonin Hrotek, Zden&k Smolik,
Jaroslav Belaj, MiluSe Flscherova LibuSe Hrdinové, Ludmila jankovcova,
Bedfich Kralik, Academician Ivan Malek, Academician Frantiek Sorm,
Dr. Jifina Zelenkovd, Josef Zuda, Josef Borfivka, Josef Svobwoda Dr Josef
Spadek, Bohumil Simon and Martm Vaculik.

The Certral Committee of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia
recalls comrade Alexander Dubgek from his function of member of the
Presidium of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Czecho-
slovakia and charges Communist deputies of the Federal Assembly to
recall him from the functions held as deputy for the Communist Party
of Czechoslovakia.

The Central Committee of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia sets
comrade Stefan Ga3parik the Party punishment of a reprimand with
warning. '

The Central Commltt:ee of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia re-
leases from their functions of members of the Bureau of the Central
- Comimiftee of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia.for Directing Party
Work in the Czech Lands comrades Old¥ich Cernik, Dr. Cestmir Cisa¥, Ja-
roslav Karhan, Vojtdch Mat&jdek, Karel Simek; it releases comrade Vaclav
H#la from his function of secretary of the Bureau of the Central
" Committee of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia in connection w1th
his being assigned other functions. ’

The Central Committee of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakla
agreed, on the basis of secret vote, to transfer from the ranks of al-
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ternate members to-the rafiks of nlembeis of the Central Committee of
"the Communist Party of Gzechoslovakia comrades Dr. Pavel Auersperg,
Dr. Jan Fojtik, Hana. Humhalovd, Bohuslav Chiloupek, Vaclav Kogaf and
Indra Labutova. ' _

The Ceiitfal Comimittee of the Commiinist Party of Czechoslevakia co-
opted, on the basis of the resilts of secidf vote, comrddes Dr. Dalibor
Hanes, Franti$ek Hatisuys, Vaclav Hila, josef Kempiiy, Dr. Jan Marko,
Miroslav Moc and Dr. Sofla Pennigerovd, as members -of the Central
Committee of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia.

The Central Comimittee of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia ap-
praved; on the basis of the results of secret vote, comrade Josef Kempay
as member of the Presidium of the Central Committee of thé Comhu-
nist Party of Gzechoslevakia and at the same time released him frém his
function of member of the Secretariat and Secretary of the Central
Committee of the Communist Party of Czechoslevakia and Chairman of
the Ideological Commission of the Central Committee of the Commmiunist
Party of -Gzechoslovakia in cennection with his being assighed othef

. functiens: o '
., The Gentral Committes of the Communist Party of Czecheslovakia
approved, on-the basis of the results of secret vote, as members of tfie
Bureau of the Central Committee of thé Communist Party of Czeclio-
sievakia; comrades Josef Kempny, Josef Korfék, Drahomir Kolder, Old¥fich
Svestka, and. Antonin Kapsk who was ‘simultaneously approved for. the
function of Secretary of the Bureau of the Central Cominittee of the
Communist Party of Czechoslovakia. . o _

The Geniral Gommittee also .approved a number of changés in the
assignment of functionaries of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia

" to State and Government functions.
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APPEAL OF THE CENTRAL GOMMITTEE OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY
OF CZECHOSLOVAK!IA ON DEVELOPMENT OF INITIATIVE AT WORK
TO MARK THE 25th ANNIVERSARY OF THE LIBERATION
OF THE REPUBLIC BY THE SGVIET ARMY

. Comrades, dedr fellow-citizens,

Our sotialist républic is entering the jubilée year of its twenty-five
years of existence. It is drawifig a lessoii from the evident and predeniinai:

ing subcassss, as well as from "the shortcomings and mistakes of 13
course to date, so 4§ to bE able t6 po ahead morfs guickly.

After the complicated developments of last, year, accompanied by
repeated crises and upheavals, corditions are being created for a

~ peaceful life and creative work. The consolidation and recupera-

tioh. of Our soclety is continting sucvessfilly step by step. Th& situa-

‘tign allows, but at the sdme time requibes, the attention to bé tirfisd to

the- preéssing problems of the ecotiomie life 6f the country.

We all know that the presént difficulties have accmulatéd over many
years anid that they were coftributéd 16 by incorréct decisions of ma-
Hagitg organs, and alsg by the fast that ceiitfal planhed management
was lagt year disproportiotately weaketied and that iftolerahle 1ack of
control ififiltrated into ‘the economy. Our ecohetiic lite was affssted by
growing lack of discipling, slackress, irfesponsibility, poot=quality work
and even sad abuses. as speculation by individuals and enterprisss, eorrup-
tion and pilferitig of socialist property are. §préading. Ecofiomic shert:
cofilings have reachied a point 4t which there ¢an be no furthsr delay
in golving them energétically.

The Centtal Comhmittee of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia and
the Governthent have alpeddy adopted certain indispénsable measurés
to réctify the situidtion, to ensure stability of the market, suppliés for

- the population and the cufréncy. These first stéps, sometimeés even un-

popular, are already yielding partial resuits.

Another step in this direction will be drafting of the plan for next year,
which reckons with yet another relatively fast growth in ‘industrial,
building and agriciiltiiral production, with a imarked improvement in the

. ratio befween the growth of earnings ahd productivity of labour, with
- & lessénhifig of the presénf shortcorings in supplies for the population,

with & restriction of the hitherto dispreportienately high rate of growth
in production investmeérnts, and, in contrast to this, with preférénce to
be givent to housing ¢onstruction. Work continies laying down the furthei

totirsg 6f the iftéhsive efonomic reforms in ordér to ensiire gualified and

effective management of the economy, tc steénigthen uniformity of its
planned developmért and to provide scope for initiative of entérprises.
It this cofifiext weé want to learn from our oWn positive and nssative
experignces and 16 use also proved expérientes of other sbélalist
countries. Work is in progréss on drafting the Five-Year Plan, which will

give our economy perspective, a programiné of necessary structural
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changes, of modérnization and technical progress. All of these questions

will be dealt with by the Party Central Committee at a special session

which is now being prepared with the participation of many experts.
However, we already now say quite openly: complicated and exacting

-work is awaiting us. It will not be possible to solve the problems which
‘have accumulated over the years at once or easily. Our economy has now

great reserves in its existing capacities, in its teams of workers and
technicians, in their experience, diligence and qualifications; the use of
these reserves in creative, disciplined and well organized work will yield
not only the ‘resources required for bridging the present temporary
difficulties, but will also promote new economic advancement in our
country. The solution depends on the activity ©f all components of the
economy: in central organs, in enterprises, in agricultural cooperatives
and State farms, and on building sites. It is nzcessary to begin at once
and with whatever is possible at every place of work.

* * *

A concrete example of how to proceed is given by the Initiative of the
workers of the May First Mine at Karvind, which adopted and is success-
fully fultilling a pledge to extract 50,000 tons of coal in excess of plan and
has. challenged others to compete in honour of the 25th anniversary of
the liberation of the Republic by the Soviet Army. Similar initiative was
shown by the Horehronské Zavody works, the Municipal National
Committee of Kromé&¥i¥, and by railwaymen from Bohumin. Many factories
and enterprises, for example Bytostav Ostrava, the Osirava-Karvind powsr
works, the Csntral Bohemian Breweries at Velké Popovice, the young
workers of the Czechoslovak Army Mine in Karvina and of the Klement
Gottwald Vitkovice Iron and Steel Works in Ostrava have already taken
up-the challénge; others, such as’ MEZ Néchod, SONP Kladno, Svit Gott-

" waldov, Civil Engineering and Industrial Building, Prague, and State

Farms at Lovosice, Hradec Kralové, DraZkovice, Hludin, have responded
to the programme of concrete deeds proclaimed by the Bureau of the
Central Committee of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia after the
May plenum of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Czecho-
slovakia. The movement in the factories has already the support of the
Central Council of the Czechoslovak Revolutionary Trade Union Move-
ment and of the national governments. Lo - :

The Central Committee highly appreciates this initiative at work and
appeals to all working pecple, workers and techniclans, organizers of
production and economic executives, to all who cherish the prosperity
and progress of our economy, to use their initiative at every place of
work and take measures which will be a specific contribution to improving
the economy. This is not a matter of formal pledges and solemn decla-
rations There have already.been enough words. Today, more than ever
befiore, the economy needs order, discipline, quality, thrijt, jull exploita-
tion of -working hours. This is the way te.obtain greater value from the
pesources we have. We need more coal, metals, power, we need to raise
the production of meat and animal products, artificial fertilizers and
other requirements of agriculture, harvest on time, a higher production
of consumer goods, of building and other material, complstion of new
flats and other capital constructions on time, precise and high-standard
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fulfilment of export deliveries, better public serviées and improved opera-
tion in transport. ’

At every place of work it is necessary to consider most concretely and
carefully ‘ways and means of making the -most effective conftribution
to improving the economic situation. The results of this effort serve our
economy and the satisfaction of the needs of our people.

We welcoms and support the proposals of some enterprises -that,
following the example of the miners, national shifts be organized on some
Saturdays in other branches, too, where needed by the national economy.
Each of these shifts, which must of course be well prepared, will yield
additional millions, in the preduction of goods for the population, more
coal, flats, faster circulation of-railway trucks and so on. We therefore
call upon the workers to organize extraordinary national shifts for the
benefit of all of vs. :

We appeal to Communists, frade unionists, members of organizations
<c3f .the National Front and National Committees, workers, cooperative
farmers, the intelligentsia, women, members of the older generation and
to the young people, to give the country, by their attitude and work, what
it needs most today: peace and honest work. ' '

We ask all responsible economic executives, from ministers through
managers to foremen to take over the management of their sections res-
ponsibly, with the knowledge that in their activity they are fully sup-
ported by the society, to show resoluteness in combatting disorder and
waste and to place greater demands on the standard of organization of
production and work. i ‘

The Central Committee asks all Communists to place themselves at the
head of the initiative nation-wide efforts. Discuss, in local organizations,
how you will act at your places of work and how you can.best and most
effectively contribute towards satisfying the requirements of our society
better. As at the time of post-war reconstruction of our national economy,
as in the first years of socialist ‘construction, it falls to you to take the
lead, to give a personal example, to overcome hostile views, lack of faith
apd scepticism, to give a clear reply through to the anti-socialist and
right-wing forces which are guided by the slogan “The worse the better”.
Just as in the past, we shall alsc today win the understanding and support
of all honest working people, who want to contribute with their deads
to. thng‘ prosperity of our country and in this way make a dignified con-
tribution to the celebrations of the 25th anniversary of the-liberation by
the Soviet Army. ) -

_The Central Committee of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia
fujmly believes that in this jubilee year of the Republic, every citizen
will demonstrate his attitude to the values of socialism, real socialist
patriotism. ’

Translated from Rudé prave of September 29, 1969.
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