16

14

tionary forces was directly furthered by the attitude of the right-wing group.
In this manner the right-wing group established by mecm'e'?sure__”“md
B degeptlon an arbitrary regime within the party and the state And thus the
danger of complete demoralisation of the party an
as a militant Marxist-Leninist party grew. This increased the undermining of
;ri&ma}ocmhst state system; this Ted to an ever quicker slide onto

e course of the effective elimination of Czechoslovakia from political, eco-
nomic and military cooperation with the states of the socialisti community and
as a result to new dangerous steps on the road to a neo-capitalist develop-

The_intensified right-wing course of the legding group and the prevalence
of counter-revolutionary activities led to a. political ,crisis. In this situation a

group of party and state personalities, true to the princip!eksd of socialism and

internationalism, Hecided 1o seek help from the allied socialist states.
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On August 20, people truedo t fotism in the party and the state
of the Czechosiovak Socialist Republic (CSSR) issued an urgent appeal to the
Soviet Union and the cother allied states to accord the Czechoslovak people
help, including support by their armed forces. This appeal, as is known, be-
came necessary because in the CSSR the socialist gains of thmk'i-ng-people
had been threatened by internal and external forces. The fraternal countries
have answered this appeal and thus fulfilled the duty of socialist internatio-
nalism.

The extent of the danger to socialism in neighbouring Czechoslovakia and
to peace in Europe, and the urgent necessity of the measures taken by the
allied socialist countries become clear when one reviews the continuous
escalation of anti-socialist_and counter-revolutionary develoms\m—-the
CSSR from the beginning of the year. L T———

JANUARY

The plenary meeting qf the central commitiee of the Communist Party of
Czechoslovakia de%ammmw
central committee and that of the President of the Republic, ostensibly be-
plenary session spoke of a correction of “mistakes of the past” and of an
improvement in the work of leadership by the party and the government.

Immediately following this plenary session a marked increase in criticism
of the former first secretary of the central committee, A. Novotny, was noted in
the Czech press, particularly in the organ of the writers’ association “Literarni
Listy”, the organ of the youth organisation “Mlada Fronta”, in the trade union
paper “Prace”, in “Svobodne Slovo” and in “Reporter’”’. This criticism deve-
loped into an all-round condemnation of the resolutions adopted at the
plenary session in January and this grew into a general criticism of the social-
ist gains in Czechoslovakia during the last twenty years.

The fraternal parties showed understanding for the resolutions of the
January plenary meeting although it was already clear from the press cam-
paign that danger was emerging for the party and the socialist system.




In bilateral talks with the CPSU and other fraternal parties the leading
comrades of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia gave assurances that the
increasing activity of the anti-socialist forces would be stopped.

FEBRUARY

The notorious “‘rehabilitation campaign” began under the decisive influence
of central committee member and Minister for Water and Forestryﬁmrkovsky.

This campaign was worked up int6 an en ess public discussion of past

\ mistakes, with the aim of obscuring the revolutionar falist gains in the
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minds of the masses of the people and discrediting the Communist Party of
Czechoslovakia.

To begin with demands were concentrated on the resignation of Novotny
from the post of president. This was used as the starting point for those crass
changes in the membership of the presidium and secretariat of ¥ central
commitea, In the district and regional committees of the Communist Party,
among leading personnel in the organs of state power, in particular in the
Ministries of the Interior, Defence and Foreign Affairs as well as in the lead-

ing bodies of the mass organisations, which i -tled to the elimination. of
the k a socialist state, the party groups.
It became clear that a changen the who?g\eﬁeral political line and a revi-

sion of the resolutions of the 13th Party Congress was being aimed at via the
removal of the old cadres on the excuse of the struggle against “dogmatism’’
and “conservatism” and for the development of a “true democratic so-
cialism". : —m———
ne of the leading representatives of revisionism in the Communist Party
of Czechoslovakia proclaimed “the separation of the party from the leader-
‘ship of the state, the economy and cultural life” as a basically new theoretical
definition of the role of the party in '* democratic socialism”. This thesis means

the liquidation of the leading role SFthe~Communist Party of Czechoslovakia

in socialist society, in fact, of the liquidation of the party.

— Under the chairmanship of right-oppo ist of the presidium of

“the central committee of the C8mmunist Party of Czechoslovakia, Kriegel, the
A

bourgeois thesis of the "Partnership of the Parties of the National Front” was
proclaimed in the presidium of the National Front. Thus the bourgeois prin-
ciplegw. ————,

- S speres of economy and-séience, the central committee member and
deputy prime minister, O. Sik, proclaimed and put into practice the theory of
the “socialist market economy”, which, based on unscrupulous defamation of
soc}iolist economy, aimed at abolishing the socialist planned economy, com-
pletely decentralising the economy, sacrificing the factories to the laws and
crises of the capitalist world market as well as the introduction of capitalist
methods of management. .

— The formation en masse of anti-socialist and openly counter-revolutiondry
associations, organisations and clubs such as, for example, the "“Clubs of .
the 231”7, the “Clubs of the Committed Non-Party People”, etc. The man-
agement of these clubs was taken over by counter-revolutionary elements and

agents of imperialist intelligence services.
‘\M/'\—’\_\____’

- MARCH

T In West German and western papers and periodicals, on the radio and. on

television, writers, scholars and journalists such as Goldstiicker, Kohout,
Snejdarek and Cerny slandered the Communist Party af Czechoslovakia and
the socialist gains in the CSSR, and launched direct infamous attacks on the
Communist Party of the Soviet Union, the Socialist Unity Party of Germany,
and other fraternal parties.

The development in the CSSR was extoiled as the model of a developed
European socialism.

The reply of Comrade K. Hager (Sccialist Unity Party of the GDR~Ed.) to
the atiacks on the GDR made by Smrkovsky in a West German television
programme was misused by the mass media in the CSSR-which falsified
Hager’s statements—for a tirade against the GDR and the Socialist Unity
Party. The imperialist agencies dropped their mask and went over to open
Hntervention‘ and direct guidance of counter-revolutionary activities in the

! CSSR.



L .
\ — The resignation of Novotny from the post of state president was celebrated

in the capitalist press as the first “'big victory” of the “Prague Reformers”.

— On March 31 “Tagesspiegel” wrote: ‘We are following this experiment
with sympathy and circumspection.” The circumspection in the first place was
that the extremist forces should not show their hand too soon and expose
themselves before the people. The enemy, too, has learnt from the events in
Hungary in 1956. This time he intended to go to work silently. He let no doubt
arise as to the fact that his aim was the liquidation of the socialist system in
the CSSR.

Speaking on Wesi German television on March 30, 1968, Professor
Klaus Mehnert, for more than 30 years—in the Weimar Republic, under
Hitler and today under Kiesinger and Strauss—a leading expert in anti-
communism, said about the events in Czechoslovakia:

“This means development in a direction that would have provoked Lenin
in the extreme—a development towards social democracy, towards a democra-
tic socialism in Czechoslovakia . .. It is therefore a logical possibility that one
« day a social democracy, so to speak will take over the reins there.”

. A few weeks later, a the festive function commemorating the 150th anni-
versary of the birth of Karl Marx, “ideologist” Ciesar announced the revoca-
tion of Leninism, negated its international significance and denied the

universally valid theoretical principles of the construction of socialism.

On March 23, a meeting of leading representatives of the parties and
governments of the socialist countries was held in Dresden. At this Dresden
meeting the Czechoslovak comrades confirm_e,,d. that negative processes were
taking place in their country, that the press, radio and television were no
longer under the control of the party and that the forces of the right were
consolidating themselves. At the same time, however, the Czechoslovak com-
rades said that the party would master the situation so that there was no
ground for grave anxiety.

In a comradely exchange of views the representatives of the fraternal
parties pointed out in all frankness the genuine danger of a counter-revolu-
tionary seizure of power in the CSSR. They also expressed their support for
the leadership of the Communist Party and their readiness to guarantee the
Czechoslovak comrades every assistance in their struggle to strengthen the
position of socialism in the CSSR as opposed to the anti-socialist elements.

-

i \the removal of all functionaries over forty years of age from the Communist
Party of Czechoslovakia, the disbandment of the security forces and the liqui-
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%ie’ce freedom” and “New leaders with clean hands’
g
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In a jeint communique the Czechoslovak representatives pledged them-
selves to carry out the gereral line adopted at the 13th Congress of the Com-

munist Party of Czechoslovakia, to safeguard the socialist gains in the CSSR.

APRIL

A plenary meeting of the central committee was held in an atmosphere of
increasing pressure on the part of the revisionist and counter-revolutionary
forces. This meeting concluded with significant changes in the leadership of

the party and the state and the adoptionrgj}_'lpéeww
Sixteen comrades were removed from the présidium and secretariat of the

central committee of the party, and the formation of a new government was
agreed on. The campaign for the elimination of the so-called conservatives
from the leadership of the party and the state was stepped up.

-The “programme of action” was permeated with revisionist coneepts and views.

MAI

On May 1, the revisionist and counter-revolutionary forces appeared in the
cpen in an organised manner. In Prague and other cities and the “Club of
the 231” and the “Club of Committed Non-Party People” and the newly-
formed bourgeois youth and student organisations (Boy Scouts, Sokol and
Junak), demonstrated as organised groups with slogans such as “For com-
'. A US flag was carried

longside the slogan *"Long live freedom”.

At a demonstration organised by Prague Radio counter-revolutionary
speeches were held on the Old Town Square in which the Soviet Union was
attacked; demands were uttered for the acceptance of an “opposition party”,

dation of the leading role of the party in the army.

On May 19, the “philosopher’ Svitak, the leader of the “Club of Commitited
Non-Party People’ ,'6TftTi‘n’ed the strategy and tactics of the counter-revolution
in the trade union paper Pruce . In a programmatic article Svitak showed



the way for the step-by-step removal of communists from power and how the
anti-socialist forces could seize power by demanding early parliamentary
elections. Svitak demanded that the intelligentsia should be recognised as
the leaders of society, that opposition parties should be permitted, that the
workers’ militia should be disbanded and “pluralism” of the political system
introduced. He called on the workers to strike, reviled the whole of the past
history of the CSSR and abused the so-called conservatives,
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A political opposition was virtually formed in the CSSR. The leaders of the

"Peoples Party” and the ““Socialist Party’” made a basic change in their politi-

Mcc! line and directed their main efforts to undermining the leading role of the

JUNE

A LCommunist Party of Czechoslovakia.

Throughout the whole country the members of the former social democratic
party got together and organised themselves. On June 12 a document entitled
“The Attitude of the Municipal Preparatory Committee of the Czechoslovak
Social Democratic Party to the Present Political Situation” was circulated in
Prague. In this document it was stated that the social democratic party was
returning to political life after a break of twenty years. The unification with
the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia in June 1948 was declared to be
“invalid",

At the same time contacts with the social democratic parties and emigree
organisations in Switzerland, Austria and West Germany were consolidated.

On June 13 the counter-revolutionary writer Liehm wrote in
Listy”: T

“The Communist Party of Czechoslovakia bears the responsibility for all
the mistakes made in the last twenty years, for all the sickness and crimes in
the social order . . . The Communist Party of Czechoslovakia exercises its lead-
ing role although it has neither the moral nor political right to do so.”

“Literarni

The acts of intervention by West German and American imperialism as-

sumed increasingly dangerous proportions.
— On June 14, the adviser of the US Government on anti-communist activities
and psychological warfare on the socialist states, Brzezinski, was allowed to

X
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make attacks in Prague on the Soviet Union, Poland the Warsaw Treaty, etc.,
and openly proclaimed US claims to world domination. -

— On June 17 “Literarni_Listy’!, the journal of the Czechoslovakia writers’
association, went GMéd when it extolled Imre Nagy, condemned in
Hungary as a counter-revolutionary and traitor, as a pioneer of the “Alliance
of Socialism with Democracy and Freedom".

The same article called for the withdrawal of Czechoslovakia from the
Warsaw Treaty and the ““neutralisaticn of Czechoslovakia”. The qudersh:p of
the Communist Party of Czechoslovakmuemamed silent. / ’

— June 27 saw the most open cmd massive attack of the counter-revolut:on till
that date. Without resistance or counter-measures from the party or the
government, WOOO Words" was published simultaneously in
four national papers, on the radio and on television. This took place at a time
when the district delegate conferences of the Communist Party of Czecho-
slovakia were being held in preparation for the 14th Extraordinary Congress
of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia.

The 2,000 Words” openly called for the rallying and organisation of the
various anti-socialist groups. To this end the organisation of so-called “ci-
tizens’ committees” in all towns and villages, of “editorial councils”,
mittees for the defence of freedom of opinion”, **

“com-

, "‘services for the maintenance
of order” and also the foundation of a newspaper was proposed. A campaign
of slander was launched for the dissolution of the Communist Party of Czecho-
slovakia and the state power.’

The presidium of the central committee, which at first only hesitatingly

{ distanced itself from this call, was split by Smrkovsky and Kriegel who sup-
+ ported the authors of the 2,000 Words”, and was forced to tolerate the public
ampaign in favour of this document.

A massive boycott campaign was organised in the mass media against the
secretary of the central committee, Comrade Indra—whoe in a circular letter
ssued by the party secretariat called upon the party greups to struggle against
the “2,000 Words”; against the member of the presidium, Comrgde Kolder—
who openly challenged the anti-socialist elements with an article in “Rude
Pravo”; and against the member of the presidium, Comrade Svestka—who
removed several right-wing elements from the editoridl staff of the central
paper of the party.
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JULY

The West German government started sending large numbers of emissaries
into Czechoslovakia for the purpose of making contact with certain Czecho-
slovak authorities and institutions.

The- “Stuttgarter Zeitung’’ of July 18, 1968, disclosed in an article entitled
“Amateur Diplomats in the No Mans Land of Official Policy” something of the
so-called private character of the journeys of such Bonn politicians as the
president of the West German Federal Bank and war criminal Blessing, the
FDP chairman Scheel, the SPD deputy Eppler and others to Czechoslovakia.
: How little “private’ the journeys of these gentlemen were, is shown among

other things by the fact that Scheel, for example, made a report to Kiesinger
and Brandt at the conclusion of his mission.

At the same time the central organ of the Communist Party of Czechoslo-
vakia published on July 10, 11 and 12, a scientific analysis of the "New

CZechoslovak Model of Socialism”. This analysis cutlined a clearly revisionist

platform for the concept of the future development of Czstt akia. 1t
. followed completely the new line of the rigth-wing forces in the party’s leader-
ship aond aligned itself in its political expression with the platform of the
declaration of the 2,000 Words"'.

Counter-revolutionary subversive and undermining activities reached a
dangerous climax in connection with the extreme nationalist, anti-Marxist-
Leninist position of the party, state and military leadership of Czechoslovakia
as well as the mass media on the question of the staff exercises of the joint
command of the Warsaw Treaty forces.

On July 15 it came to-an open attack on the Warsaw Treaty when General
Prchlik, at that time leader of the Security Section of the central committee,

| called for a revision of the Warsaw Treaty at a press conference and openly

slandered the joint command.

In face of the sharply increased activity of the anti-socialist forces in Czecho-
slovakia and the growth of political_interference by the impericiist powers,
the situction became intolerable for the alliance 6fthe states of the Warsaw
Treaty. The CPSU, the Polish United Workers' Party, the SED, the Hungarian
Socialist Workers’ Party and the Communist Party of Bulgaria addressed them-
selves in letters to the central committee of the Communist Party of Czecho-

" slovakia with the proposal that initially on July 10 and subseqdenﬂy on July 14
# a joint meeting should be held in Warsaw.
The-presidium of the central committee of the Communist Party of Czecho-
slovakia did not accede to this prosposal of the five parties.
v On July 15 the representatives of these five parties met in Warsaw and sent
: the joint letter to the central committee of the Communist Party of Czecho-
slovakia.
The letter of the five parties to the central committee of the Communist
Party of Crechoslovakia was a necessary act of - socialist internationalism and
fully in conformity with the Marxist-Leninist norms in relations between the
communist and workers’ parties. In the joint letter a clear estimation was
given of the situation in connection with developments in Czechoslovakia, the
* working class and all other working people in Czechoslovakia were assured
of support and solidarity of the fraternal countries, the international commu-
nist movement was truthfully informed and the |mper|ahst forces seriously
warned. P T Rrove
‘ ? On July 19, the plenary meeting of the central committee of the Communist
p " Party of Czechoslovakia decided to reject—the letter of the Warsaw Conference
/i which had already been pubhcn?fed on the previous day by the presidium
\ without discussion in the central committee.
in this connection the nationalistic mass hysteria in Czechoslovakia was
heightened. With the help of television, press and radio, and with the active
. collaboration of the imperialist mass medlc. the horrible spectre of “inter-

ference” by the Soviet Union and the other stctes of the Warsaw Treaty was

raisé

I L‘I"h‘e‘ﬁ've' communist and workers’ parties used every possible political means
¥ to help the leadership of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia and the
communists and other workers of Czechoslovakia to avert the danger of
counter-revolution. The meeting of the political buréau of the CPSU with the
preSIdlum "of the central committee of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia
¥ from July 29 to August 1 in Cierna nad Tisou, and the conference of represen-
tatives of the fraternal parties and governments of the socialist countries in
Bratislava on August 3 helped to further this aim.
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AUGUST

As a result of the important conference of communist and workers’ parties
from socialist countries in Bratislava, the perspective was opened for calling
a halt to the forces in Czechoslovakia hostile to socialism and for their final
defeat. At the conferences in Cierna nad Tisou and Bratislava the Czecho-
slovak party delegation came to firm_agreements with the fraternal parties to
guarantee, in conformity with socialist internationalism and in the spirit of a
joint declaration, the preservation of the socialist gains of the Czech and
Slovak people. The Czechoslovak party delegation undertook to ensure im-
mediately the political guidance of press, radic and television in the spirit of
socialism; to pass without delay a law restricting the activities of the anti-
socialist parties, clubs and organisations; they also gave the necessary
guarantees that they would pursue a consistent course serving the interests
of the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic'in the party and state leadership.
The right-wing gro in the presidium of the central committee of the

Communist Party of Czechoslovakia nevertheless not only failed to carry
through the agreements reached, But in fact moved even further to the right

aftér Bratislava. In this way the anti-socialist elements were encouraged. The
Wup concealed the agreements arrived at from the members of

the Czechoslovak Communist Party and the Czechoslovak people. They paid
lip service in public to the Bratislava agreements, but ot the same time
cllowed the anti-socialist forces to launch a secret campaign against the
decisions in the Bratislava Declaration.

The ink on the Bratislava Declaration was not yet dry whenys Smrkovsky
announced: “Everything is all right, the way for the further roce;gﬁ?ﬁfoc-
ratisation is open.” With this he fired the opening shot in the campaign for
nonh-fulfilment of the joint agreement.

“Mlada Fronta” discounted the value of the Declaration, writing on
August 5, 1968, that it contained the “same old words which accorded with
the old methods of thought and estimation of world events.”

“Lidova demokracie” followed up on August 6 with: “The terminology of
the Declaration is somehow out of date and does not satisfy us.”

And finally “Svobodne Slovo” supplemented this on the same day: “The
document is reminiscent in tone and expression of documents from the fifties.”

e o
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Immediately after the conclusion of the conference, “Prace” on ‘August 4

nputed Jimperialist methods to the five participating fraternal parties and
wrote that: “The Soviet Union is not the USA and Czechoslovakia is not
Guatemala.” =

The obligation undertaken by the leadership of the Communist Party of
Czechoslovakia to exercise its influence on the mass media without delay was
not only not fulfilled, but the two-faced attitude to the document merely per-
mitted the counter-revéﬁﬁonary forces in Czechoslovakid 6 consolidate their
positions even further after the Bratislava conference.

The communique from the meeting of the presidium of the central commit-
tee of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia on August 6, 1968 stated:

“The presidium of the central committee of the Communist Party of Czecho-
slovakia declares its agreement with the actions and work of the delegation
of the presidium of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia at the meeting in
Bratislava. It declares that the actions and work of the delegation contributed
to the succesful results of this meeting.”

But what is a declaration by the presidium worth when some of its members
—for example Smrkovsky, on August 7, 1968, who stated in an interview at
Usti nad Labem “‘one will first have to translate the Bratislava Declaration
into Czech”. Smrkovsky added: “We have got what we wanted. Now however
it is necessary to recover the ground we lost in Bratislava.” ‘

This was the opening shot for a_barr of unbridled propaganda against
the five participating socialist mﬁmn
Czechoslovakj ich, from a position of Marxism-Leninism, had clearly :g
prmhe/mi’l::: in support of the Bratislava Declaration. ()

On August 8, “Literarni Listy” reviled the leadership of the Soviet party,
which had displayed a considerable measure of patience and tried to find
a political solution:

“Soviet policy is clearly not aware that in the summer of 1968 a new tradi-
tion in Czechoslovak-Soviet relations has been founded, the tradition of
pressure; this was not necessary. From the beginning all that was needed
was more understanding, more trust and a somewhat more exact estimation

of the real situation in Czechoslovakia.”
The district leadership of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia in
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) Olomouc was suspended because they published a declaration supporting
the decisions of Bratislava.

A new signature campaign was launched against the armed organisation
of the working class, the Czechoslovak Workers’ Militia, which was a thorn
in the side of the counter-revolutionary forces.

\0 Parallel with this, anti-socialist groups and organisations openly organised

i coliections of signatures on the streets and squares of Prague and other

~ towns for the dissolution of the Workers’ Militia.
“Rude_Pravo” of August 19 reported the discovery in Brno of a cache of

70 leaflets demanding “administrative and physical liquidation of the Workers'

v Militia.”
In alliance with representatives of the “Ciub of the 231", the “Club of
Committed Non-Party People” and others, West German “tourists” openly
*Jgave suggestions_and practical “advice’”’ o st_effective methads for

L conducting the “struggle against state power’.

Thesemaﬁt—emrﬁ!ropdgonda against the 99 class-
,/2‘ conscious workers of the “Praha” automobile works in Prague, who, inspired
by a sense of responsibility for the safeguarding of socialism in Czechoslo-
vakia, had addressed a letter to “Pravda’. Smrkovsky and Cisak initited and

personally conducted the persecution of the 99 class-conscious workers.
Smrkovsky stated that “some of our people have more faith in another state
han in their own government’’. . ‘
The presidium of the central committee distanced itself from the forms of the
boycott campaign against the 99 workers, but they considered their action
incorrect in principle. With this the presidium virtually sanctioned the anti-
Soviet propaganda as well as the slander campaign against the communists
and class-conscious workers. By means of distorted inquiries, hatred was
=y incited against the positive forces of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia.
» The Prague evening paper “Vecerni Praha” put to carefully chosen anti-
socialist individuals the question of which pecple they would not elect at the
party congress. The chairman of the Prague Union of Journalists, J. Rum!,

t
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‘ /’écmed'the' following: Kapek, Svestka, Indra, Kolder and-#r vakia Bar-
\ / birek and Bilak. '
Ve
““OR the occasion of the reception for President Tito, press, radio and tele-

vision gave publicity to the slogan “Tito yes—Ulbricht no”. -
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Counter-revolution grew ever bolder. Vandalisic rowdies besieged the
building of the central committee of the Commysist Party of Czecheslovakia é;
on August 8, hurling stones at it. '

On August 17 “Rude Pravo” could not avgld publishing a report on this:

“Around 9 p.m. on August 8, some 300! people, mostly young people, who
had come from the Old Town Square,%ered in front of the offices of the
central committee of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia. They shouted
siogans such as ‘We are being led up the garden path’, etc. &deputcﬁoh of

gé)ﬂj.e.red the central committee offices and‘fom\eﬂ'e‘?a speaker to go to
2 e

the Old Town Square, and one member of this p declared: ‘It only needs
a few words to that crowd out there and they would beat all of you up’. The
crowd outside remained and around 10 o'clock started shouting 'Come on
out’, 'You are afraid’, ‘Come on out, you swine’. The crowd pushed and
battered on the door and threws stones. With simiiar shouts the crowd after-
wards went to the Old Town Square.”

On August 12 discussions took place in Karlovy Vary between the delg;
WD and the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia, both led
by st secrdtaries. A further effort was made to induce the party leader-
ship of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia to a consistent implemen-
tation of the Bratislava Declaration, in particular to cenduct a struggle against
bourgeois ideology and the anti-socialist forces. The resuit of the discussions
shocwed that the right-wing group in the presidium of the Communist Party
of Czechoslovckid~m€5m-§rqtis!avc decisions, but on
the contrary intensified their dangerous right-wing course.

The party leadership of the CPSU and the Hungarian Secialist Workers’
Party also made strenucus efforts to achieve the carrying out of the Bratislava
Declaraticn and the agreements reached. The right-wing group, however,
concealed the full content of the cgreementsmmembers of the
presidium as well as from the central committee; they resorted to lies and
deception against their own party leadership and the leading comrades of the
fraternal parties.

S

~In all the discussions held with representatives of the right-wing group, it
became increasingly clear that this grdlp Was treticn sly suppressing the
Y f

joint decisions. Instead of o political offensive ageinst the anti-socialist ele-
':‘ M - . -
ments, as had been agreed in Bratislava, the offensive of the counter-revolu-
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tionary forces was directly furthered by the attitude of the right-wing group.
In this manner the right-wing group established by mearr’s—rs‘f"ﬁ-e?su_r'é'a’“d
'decfeptlon an arbitrary regime within the party and the state. And thus the
danger of comp Stedemoralisation of the party and surrénder of its character
as a militant Marxist-Leninist party grew. This increased the undermlnlng of
:“eﬁ itutiona /socmhst state s system; -thisTed to an ever quicker slide onto
SUTse of the efactive elimination of Czechoslovakia from political, eco-
nomic and military coopération with the states of the socialisti community and
as a result to new dangerous steps on the road to a neo-capitalist develop-
The_intensified right-wing course of the leading group and the prevalence
of counter-revolutionary acfivities led to a political crisis. In this situation a
group of party and state personalities, true to‘tﬁmncip!esmmrcnd
internationalism, Hecided 1o seek help from the allied socialist states. ‘
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