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HISTORICAL AND GEOGRAPHIC 
INTRODUCTION 

 
Until the vi ctory of the Great October Socialist 

Revolution, capitalism dominated the world. The 
October Revolution split the world. There is no longer a 
single capitalist world. There were two worlds: 
capitalist and socialist. The socialist world is shaking the 
foundations of capitalism, which is torn apart by 
internal contradictions.  

After the Second World War, a large group of 
countries fell away from capitalism, created a people õs 
democratic system and quickly built the foundations of 
socialism, using the powerful support of the Soviet 
Union. A number of peoples, suppressed by imperialism, 
are successfully fighting for their national 
independence. 

The forces of socialism are steadily growing and 
strengthening in foreign countries, while the rule of 
capitalism is bei ng undermined.  

Division of the world by the beginning of the 
twentieth century . The capitalist world is essentially a 
world of inequality, of the oppression of the majority by 
the minority; such are the relations between the social 
classes and between the countries that are part of the 
capitalist system.  

One of the main contradictions of modern capitalism 
is ò... the contradiction between a handful of dominant 
ôcivilis edõ nations and hundreds of millions of colonial 
and dependent peoples of the world ó (Stalin). The 
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bourgeoisie of the developed capitalist countries, which 
has financial, industrial and military power, is not 
limited to exploiting òitsó working class. It captures and 
draws into its circle of exploitation the peoples of the 
weaker and more backward countries , the exploitation 
of backward countries promises it particularly great 
benefits: there õs a lower vital level and, therefore, 
lower wages than in developed countries; there can be 
ònot ashamedó and apply to òcolouró population the 
methods of d irect and overt violence and coercion; from 
there you can at a cheap price to valuable raw 
materials need for the industry; there you can sell on 
the best the conditions of low -grade products that are 
in more affluent and therefore more demanding 
countries òwill not work ó. In short, in the backward 
colonial countries, the bourgeoisie is provided with 
particularly high profits.  

The conquest of colonies by European powers began 
with the great geographical discoveries of the XV -XVI 
centuries. It took place in a fierce struggle between the 
strongest states of that time (Spain, Portugal, Holland, 
England, France). But it is especially intensified struggle 
over the di vision of the world with the ô70s of the XIX 
century to the beginning of the transition of capital ism 
in its latest stage, the stage of imperialism.  

V. I. Lenin defined the essence of imperialism as 
follows: òImperialism is capitalism at the stage of 
development when the rule of monopolies and financial 
capital was established, the export of capital be came 
prominent, and the division of capital began ,ó by 
international trusts and ended the division of the entire 
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territory of the earth between the largest capitalist 
countries.ó 

The most characteristic feature of imperialism is 
monopolies, i.e. unions of capitalists (trusts, concerns), 
which aim at monopolistic (exclusive, non -rival) 
domination of markets, monopolistic seizure of raw 
material sources, displacement and undermining of 
competitors. Trusts and concerns do not just be 
commanding a force of over  production and domestic 
market of the country, but dominate the production and 
markets of other countries, are fighting over the 
division of the world, do not hesitate any political 
boundaries (typical example of the struggle of the two 
giant monopoliesñthe struggle of the American oil trust, 
Standard oil the Anglo -Dutch oil trust Royal Dutch 
shell).  

 Monopolies represent the dominant political 
force in imperialist states. state power serves their 
interests; the foreign policy of imperialist states is 
guided by the interests of trusts and major banks 
seeking to seize new markets or sources of raw 
materials, seeking to crush rivals, etc.  

 A country captured by an imperialist power and 
completely losing its political independence is called a 
colony. An imperi alist country that owns colonies is a 
metropolis in relation to them.  

 The possession of colonies is the most 
convenient form of domination for the imperialists. It 
allows unlimited disposal of the wealth of the country 
and its labor force, does not allow competitors to go 
there, etc. But this is not the only form of imperialist 
domination. òTypical of this era are not only two main 



10 

 

groups of countries: those that own colonies and 
colonies, but also various forms of dependent countries, 
politically, formall y independent, but in fact entangled 
in networks of financial and diplomatic dependence ó 
(Lenin).  

This dependency is created in various ways. Direct 
violence is often used: through wars, the imperialists 
impose unequal treaties on a weak and backward 
country, placing it in a dependent position. But often 
dependence is created on the basis of loans that weak 
and backward countries are forced to ask from countries 
that are powerful and rich. By granting a loan to a 
country in a straitened situation, the imper ialists take 
advantage of this to obtain favorable concessions from 
the borrowing country, in order to oblige it to use part 
of the loan for the purchase of goods from the creditor 
country; sometimes the loan is given under the 
condition of putting certain  sources of income under the 
control of creditors. So the economy of the debtor 
country ògets its hands onó, and it turns into a vassal of 
its imperialist òpatronó. 

Countries that have fallen into close dependence on 
the imperialists, but retain formal ind ependence, are 
called semi-colonies, or dependent countries.  

in addition to the strongest imperialist powers and 
the colonial and semi -colonial countries oppressed by 
them, there are still many countries that occupy an 
intermediate, dual position in the sy stem of 
imperialism. these include secondary european states. 
many of them own vast colonies (for example, belgium, 
the netherlands, portugal), with which they do no 
better than the òolderó imperialists. but even the most 
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advanced of these òsmalló imperial ists are usually 
within the sphere of influence of the stronger 
imperialists. More same weak and the backward ones 
are close in their position to the type of semi -colonial 
country (for example, portugal -a long-standing vassal of 
England). 

 
Aggravation of c ontradictions between the 

imperialist powers.  At the beginning of the twentieth 
century, the division of the world between the strongest 
imperialist powers was completed. by fully subjugating 
three -fifths of the world õs territory and creating, in 
addition,  all sorts of transitional forms of dependence, 
imperialism has laid its hand on the whole world. òFor 
the first time, the world has already been divided, so 
that only repartitions, i.e. the transition from one 
òowneró to another, and not from mismanagemen t to 
òmasteró (Lenin), will continue.  

The distribution of the colonies was devoid of any 
uniformity. England alone captured a quarter of the 
globe. The colonies of all the other great Powers 
combined were smaller than those of England alone. In 
addition, B ritish imperialism had extensive òspheres of 
influenceó in the semi -colonial states of Asia (China, 
Iran, Afghanistan), in South Asia. America.  

Until the last quarter of the XIX century, the world 
colonial coin of England coincided with its world 
dominatio n in the field of industry, trade, and finance, 
but since the end of the XIX century, this dominance has 
already wavered. New, stronger countries ñthe United 
States and Germany-have emerged. They were far 
ahead of England in terms of industrial production, 
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especially in terms of heavy industry. This can be 
judged by òpig iron (in million tons).  

 
Countries    1870   1913 
England....   6.0   10.3 
USA...............  1.7   19.3 
Germany ééé..   1.4            17.5  
 
In general, industrial production increased duri ng 

this period in the united states by 9 times, in Germany-
by 5 ½  times, in E nglandñonly by a little more than 2 
times. It was in the United States and Germany that the 
most powerful monopolistic unions of capitalists were 
createdñtrusts, concerns, cartel s. 

The rapid growth of Germany and the United States 
at the end of the XIX ñ beginning of the XX century.  and 
the lagging behind the former òleaderó of capitalism, 
England, is one of the most important manifestations of 
the law of uneven development of cap italist countries  
in the era of imperialism.   

This uneven development, constantly changing the 
balance of forces of the great powers (some are being 
strengthened at the expense of others), makes 
imperialist wars for the redivision of an already divided 
world inevitable. The distribution of colonies and 
dependent countries, which took shape by the beginning 
of the 20th century, basically reflected the correlation 
of forces that had been established in the era of the 
world primacy of England; it no longer cor responded to 
the new balance of forces created by the advancement 
of Germany and the United States.  
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At the centr e of the imperialist contra dictions that 

led to the first W orld War I was a rivalry between 

Germany and Britain . Germany waged a fierce struggl e 

for markets, sought colonial conquests, heavily armed 

itself both on land and at sea. In all this , she collided 

f irst of all with England, which had long -won positions 

everywhere. The British imper ialists, accustomed to 

dominati ng the seas, were especially irritated by the 

reinforced naval armaments of Germany. Intertwined 

with the Anglo -German rivalry were the contradictions 

between Germany and France (remember that Germany 

in 1871 took Alsace and part of Lorraine from France) 

and with Russia. Germany and Austria-Hungary, allied 

with it, sought to subjugate the Slavic Balkan countries, 

which have long been closely associated with Russia, and 

threatened Russiaõs interests in the Black Sea.  

The First World War and the split of the world 
economy into two sys tems.  World War 1914-1918 was 
an imperialist war for the redivision of the world. Two 
groups collided: on one side were Germany and Austria -
Hungary allied with it, which Turkey and Bulgaria joined 
during the war, on the other ñthe powers of the Triple 
Accord, or the Entente, ñEngland, France and Russia, 
with which many European countries fought , countries 
(Serbia, Montenegro, Belgium, Italy, Romania), as well 
as the United States (which entered the war only in 
April 1917) and Japan, whose participation in the  war 
was limited to the seizure of German possessions in the 
Pacific Ocean. 
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The imperialist war shook the entire system of world 
capitalism and marked the beginning of a period of its 
general crisis. The main fact of the general crisis of 
capitalism is Russiaõs revolutionary withdrawal from the 
camp of imperialist states. As a result of the Great 
October Socialist Revolution, the world split into two 
systemsñ the capitalist system and the socialist system. 
The Soviet Union crushed counter-revolutionary 
movements and imperialist intervention. Despite the 
colossal exhaustion caused by the world war, and then 
by the civil war and intervention, it restored its 
economy and launched planned socialist construction at 
a pace that no capitalist country had ever known . 

Germany and her allies were defeated in the war. 
Under the Treaty of Versailles, concluded in 1919 
between Germany and the victorious powers, Germany 
lost part of its territory and all its colonies. Austria -
Hungary fell apart, Turkey lost part of its pos sessions in 
Asia. Of the victorious powers in the division of the 
possessions of the defeated states, England and France 
received the most. New states emerged in Europe.  

 
The Second World War. The Versailles Peace and 

the system of international relations that arose on its 
basis were fundamentally flawed and soon revealed 
their fragility. No system of international relations could 
be stable if it was built without the participation of the 
Soviet Union. Meanwhile, the Versailles system was not 
only built wit hout the participation of the Soviet Union, 
but was also hostile to it. The reactionary governments 
of the victorious powers tried to overthrow the Soviet 
regime through intervention. German imperialism, 
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which unleashed the First World War, was not destroy ed 
by the Versailles Peace: the defeated Germany 
managed to maintain its monopolies, its military cadres, 
the military industry and prepare a new war of 
conquest, even more terrible than the First World War. 
In 1933, the Nazis seized power in Germany. From that 
time on, fascist Germany began to feverishly arm itself, 
throwing all the country õs resources and all equipment 
to prepare for an aggressive war in order to enslave and 
rob other peoples.  

 
Sharp contradictions arose among the victorious 

powers themselves. In the United States, after the war, 
the òisolationistsó prevailed, that is, the supporters of 
removing the United States from interfering in European 
international conflicts; the US Senate rejected the 
ratification (approval) of the Versailles Treat y. However, 
this òisolationismó did not in the least prevent the United 
States from seizing foreign markets and sources of raw 
materials, enslaving countries with loans and other forms 
of capital export. Japan, for which the whole meaning of 
its participat ion in the war was in the conquests it made, 
was preparing for new conquests, pursued its own line 
and soon broke away from the other victorious powers; 
Italy, in which the fascists seized power since 1922, 
considered itself òdeprivedó of the Versailles Peace and 
also strove for conquests.  

As for England and France, which remained 
òstrongholdsó of the Versailles system, there was no 
unity between them, and most importantly, the policy of 
each of them was strongly influenced by reactionary 
groups close to fascism; in the critical years of the 
outbreak of the Second World War (1936-1939), the 
governments of these countries were concerned not with 
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repulsing the fascist aggressors, but with pushing them 
into a war against Soviet Russia. For this purpose, they 
made all kinds of concessions to fascist Germany and 
encouraged her aggression. The USA pursued the same 
policy: the American capitalists, by providing loans to 
Germany, helped to strengthen the German monopolies 
and restore the military strength of Germany.  

The threat of a new war especially intensified with 
the onset of the world economic crisis of 1929 -1933, 
which shook the world capitalist economy.  

Japan in 1931-1932 captured Manchuria from China. 
In 1937, she started a war with China, captured a 
significant part of East China, but was unable to break 
the resistance of the Chinese people.  

Fascist Italy attacked Abyssinia and captured it 
(1935-1936). In 1939 she invaded Albania. Germany in 
1938 seized Austria without war, and then, with the 
consent of England and France, part of Czechoslovakia, 
after which it dismembered it and completely deprived it 
of its independence.  

In September 1939, Germany attacked Poland, on 
whose side Britain and France were forced to act. Poland 
and France were defeated, the Frenc h government 
surrendered treacherously; a number of small countries 
were either captured by Germany, or reduced to the 
position of her vassals, forced to fight on the side of 
Germany. 

 
On June 22, 1941, fascist Germany treacherously 

attacked the Soviet Uni on, violating the non -aggression 
pact concluded between it and the USSR in 1939; she 
involved Finland, Romania, Hungary, Italy in the war 
against the USSR. The entire Soviet people rose to 
defend their homeland. The Great Patriotic War began . 
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During its course, the heroic Soviet Army, led by the 
brilliant commander Comrade Stalin, not only alone 
withstood the sudden onslaught of the German military 
machine, reinforced by the forces of German vassals, 
but also dealt crushing blows to the invaders who 
encroached on Soviet soil.  

At the end of 1941, Japan began military operations 
against the possessions of the USA, England and the 
Netherlands in the Pacific and Indian Oceans. After 
that, Germany declared war on the United States of 
America. The war has engulfed  all parts of the world 
and all oceans. 

The decisive victories of the Soviet Army led to the 
defeat of Germany and to her unconditional surrender 
(May 8, 1945); ò... the Soviet people by their selfless 
struggle saved the civilization of Europe from the fas cist 
pogromists. This is the great merit of the Soviet people 
to the history of mankind ò(Stalin).  

The decisions of the Crimean Conference of the 
leaders of the three powers ñthe Soviet Union, the 
United States of America and Great Britain ñheld in 
February 1945, expressed an unyielding will to destroy 
German militarism and Nazism (i.e., fascism) and to 
create guarantees that Germany will never will no 
longer be able to disturb the peace of the world. It was 
decided in the near future to establish a general 
international organization to maintain peace and 
security. It was also decided that the establishment of 
order in Europe and the reorganis ation of national 
economic life should be achieved in such a way that 
would allow the liberated peoples to destroy the last 
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traces of militarism and fascism and create democratic 
institutions of their own choice.  

After the end of the war in Europe, the Berlin 
(Potsdam) conference of the three powers took place 
(took place in Potsdam, near Berlin, from July 17 to 
August 2, 1945). In its decisions, the foundations laid 
down by the Crimean Conference were further 
developed. An agreement was reached on the most 
important issues of the post -war structure of Europe, 
ways of further cooperation of freedom -loving peoples 
were outli ned. 

After Germanyõs surrender, Japan remained the only 
great power to drag out the war. The Soviet 
government, seeking to bring the advance of peace 
closer and free the peoples from further sacrifices and 
suffering, declared war on Japan (8 August 1945). The 
Soviet Army launched an offensive on the borders with 
Manchuria and Korea and inflicted complete defeat on 
the Japanese troops in the very first days. It was a 
devastating blow to Japan. On September 2, Japanese 
representatives signed an act of uncondi tional 
surrender.  

At the end of the w ar, an international organis ation 
was established to maintain global peace and security, 
called the òUnited Nations Organisationó. 

The Soviet Union is unswervingly fighting for the 
implementation of the decisions of the  Crimean and 
Berlin conferences aimed at eradicating fascism, for the 
democratic reconstruction of the life of the peoples 
liberated from the fascist yoke, for the strengthening of 
peace and peaceful cooperation between peoples.  
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The opposite position was t aken by the United 
States and Britain, which pursued in the war not 
democratic, but purely imperialist goals. Already during 
the war, being in the same camp with the Soviet Union, 
they played a double gameñthey acted in the hope of 
mutual exhaustion of bot h the Soviet Union and 
Germany. They tried in every possible way to delay the 
formation of a second front in Europe and did so only 
when it became clear that the Soviet Union could 
defeat Germany and liberate the peoples of Europe 
without their help. They hoped to use the victory over 
Germany and Japan, achieved thanks to the heroic 
struggle of the Soviet Union, in order to eliminate 
competitors and assert their dominance. The United 
States, the only imperialist power that emerged from 
the war, not weakened , but significantly strengthened, 
began to pursue this policy with particular 
aggressiveness. At the end of the war, the US 
government began to shamelessly violate the 
progressive treaties and agreements concluded during 
the war, began to stifle democratic  movements, and 
everywhere to support and spread the forces of fascism.  
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TWO CAMPSɂTWO LINES OF 
DEVELOPMENT AFTER WORLD WAR 

II  

 
As a result of the decisive role that the Soviet Union 

played in the defeat of the fascist aggressors, and the 
great str uggle that it is waging for peace and 
democracy, the moral and political authority of the 
USSR has grown enormously throughout the world.  

The world-historic victory of the Soviet Union over 
fascist Germany caused a widespread upsurge of anti-
fascist democratic forces. The Second World War shook 
the life of many nations and states to their foundations 
and changed the face of the world. A number of 
countries in central and southeastern Europe fell away 
from the capitalist system. In them, the people õs 
democratic system, which is one of the forms of the 
dictatorship of the proletariat, won and strengthened. 
With the friendly support of the Soviet Union, which 
ensured the independence and the possibility of free 
development of the people õs democracies, these 
countries carried out deep democratic transformations 
and moved on to building socialism.  

Of great importance in this chain of events is the 
formation of the German Democratic Republic (1949), 
which, according to Comrade Stalin, was a turning point 
in the his tory of Europe.  

The national liberation struggle of the colonial 
peoples intensified, the disintegration of the colonial 
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system of imperialism began. òThe peoples of the 
colonies do not want to live in the old way anymore. 
The ruling classes of the metropo lis can no longer rule 
the colonies in the old way ó (A. A. Zhdanov). The 
multimillion -dollar masses of China have won victory in 
the struggle for liberation. Semi-colonial China became 
a peopleõs republic (1949). The peopleõs democratic 
republics of Korea and Vietnam emerged. Together with 
the previously formed Mongolian Peopleõs Republic, a 
huge group of peopleõs democratic countries of the East 
was created in terms of area, population, resources. 
This means a new breakthrough on the imperialist 
front, thi s time in the colonial East, the most 
important sector of the colonial world . 

Now one third of humanity has been torn out of the 
yoke of imperialism, freed from the chains of 
imperialist exploitation.  

As Comrade Stalin pointed out, the people õs 
democracies, together with the Soviet Union, formed 
ò... a single and powerful socialist camp opposing the 
capitalist camp. The economic result of the existence of 
two opposing camps was that a single all -encompassing 
world market collapsed, as a result of which we n ow 
have two parallel world markets, also opposite to each 
other. òThe most important feature of the new world 
market is that the Soviet Union and the people õs 
democratic countries have established economic 
cooperation and mutual assistance. òThe experience of 
this cooperation shows that no capitalist country could 
provide such real and technically qualified assistance to 
the peopleõs democracies as the Soviet Union renders 
them. The point is not only that this assistance is as 
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cheap as possible and technically first class. The point 
is, first of all, that this cooperation is based on a 
sincere desire to help each other and achieve a general 
economic recovery. As a result, we have high rates of 
industrial development in these countries. It can be said 
with co nfidence that with such a rate of industrial 
development, it will soon come to the point that these 
countries will not only not need to import goods from 
capitalist countries, but they themselves will feel the 
need to release surplus goods of their product ion aside. 

But it follows from this that the sphere of 
application of the forces of the main capitalist countries 
(USA, England, France) to world resources will not 
expand, but shrink, that the conditions of the world 
sales market for these countries will worsen, and the 
underload of enterprises in these countries will 
increase. This, in fact, is the deepening of the general 
crisis of the world capitalist system in connection with 
the collapse of the world market ó (Stalin). The United 
States, followed by Br itain and France, tried to strangle 
the USSR and the peopleõs democracies by means of an 
economic blockade. But this caused serious damage to 
themselves, having lost important markets and at the 
same time, against their will, contributed to the 
strengtheni ng of the new world market.  

The key to understanding all the most important 
features of the development of both camps is provided 
by the basic economic laws of modern capitalism and 
socialism, discovered by Comrade Stalin and formulated 
in his brilliant wo rk òEconomic Problems of Socialism in 
the USSR.ó The basic economic law of modern 
capitalism  is that modern monopoly capitalism requires 
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maximum (highest) profits. Comrade Stalin showed that 
modern capitalism seeks to ensure maximum capitalist 
profits ò...  through the exploitation, ruin and 
impoverishment of the majority of the population of a 
given country, through enslavement and systematic 
robbery of the peoples of other countries, especially 
backward countries, and finally, through wars and the 
militari zation of the national economy used by to ensure 
the highest profits. ó 

The basic economic law of socialism was formulated 
by Comrade Stalin as follows: ò... ensuring the 
maximum satisfaction of the constantly growing 
material and cultural needs of the enti re society 
through the continuous growth and improvement of 
socialist production on the basis of higher technology. ó 
Thus, both the goals of production and the means that 
serve to achieve these goals are diametrically opposed 
under socialism and under monopoly capitalism. From 
this it follows with immutable clarity that the 
development of the socialist and capitalist countries is 
proceeding along opposite lines.  
òOne line is the line of continuous growth of the 

peaceful economy in the Soviet Union and the c ountries 
of peopleõs democracy, an economy that does not know 
crises and develops in the interests of ensuring 
maximum satisfaction of the material and cultural 
needs of society. This economy provides a systematic 
rise in the standard of living of the mass es and full 
employment of the labor force.  This economy is 
characterised by friendly economic cooperation 
between the countries that make up the democratic 
camp. 
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Another line is the line of the capitalist economy, 
whose productive forces are marking time, an economy 
beating in the grip of an ever -deepening general crisis 
of capitalism and constantly recurring econom ic crises, 
the line of militaris ation of the economy and the one -
sided development of industries working for war, the 
line of competition betwee n countries, the enslavement 
of some countries by others ò(G. Malenkov, Report to 
the XIX Party Congress on the work of the Central 
Committee of the CPSU (B)) 

The following table shows the differences in the 
course of development of industrial production i n the 
USSR, USA, England and France for 1929-1951. (the level 
of production achieved in 1929 is taken for each country 
as 100, subsequent changes are shown as a percentage 
by 1929): 

 
 

                        1929   1939    1943   1948  1951  
USSR ........  100      552     573      721   1266  
USA .........  100            99        217       175       200  
England ...     100           123 Information 135         160  
France ......  100            80 not public      85         104         

                                                          forged 
 

It is especially interesting to compare the data in 
the table for the USSR and the USA. Industrial 
production in the USSR during the period from 1929 to 
1951 increased almost 13 times, despite the fact that 
the Second World War held the development of Soviet 
industry for 8 -9 years. For the same period, industrial 
production in the United States has only doubled; it is 
especially characteristic that the moments of the rise of 
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American industry are invariably asso ciated with wars, 
with the growth of war production; This is how it was 
during the Second World War, and this is how it has 
been in recent years as a result of the unleashing of a 
war against the Korean people and the transition to an 
intensified arms race . However, the inflation of war 
production, which brings unheard -of enrichment to a 
handful of capitalists, is accompanied by worsening 
living conditions and a reduction in the purchasing 
power of the majority of the US population; in the 
postwar years, th is was accompanied by a separation 
from such important markets as the USSR and the 
countries of people õs democracies, trade with which 
was disrupted due to the fault of the US government. 
The inevitable result of this is the growing instability of 
the economic life of the USA, a feverish succession of 
ups and downs in production, and incessant mass 
unemployment. Such is the bleak situation in the most 
powerful and most aggressive country of modern 
capitalism, exploiting and enslaving other countries, 
claimi ng world domination.  

While international cooperation and mutual 
assistance is developing in the camp of socialism, 
international contradictions are sharpening in the camp 
of capitalism. The American imperialists are striving to 
use the defeat of Germany an d Japan and the 
weakening of Britain and France to establish world 
domination by the United States. Under the guise of 
òaidó to the countries affected by the war, they 
imposed on the West European states the enslaving 
òMarshall Planó in order to subordinat e the economies 
of England, France and other countries to the interests 
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of the American monopolies. They force Western 
European countries to buy American goods on 
unfavorable terms and deprive them of the opportunity 
to trade with Eastern European countrie s, thus 
disrupting the long -standing multilateral trade relations 
of Western European countries and replacing them with 
unilateral ties with the United States. They seize the 
sources of raw materials and markets for the British and 
French colonies. By such actions, American imperialism 
disorganizes the economies of the rest of the capitalist 
countries. It threatens the profits of the capitalists of 
England, France and other countries. Hence the 
aggravation of the contradictions between the United 
States and the rest of the imperialist countries, 
primarily between the United States and Britain. 
England, followed by France and other capitalist 
countries, are trying to break free from the 
subordination of the United States in order to secure 
their independent p osition and high profits.  

In the main defeated countries ñGermany (Western), 
Japan, which are under American oppression, the desire 
to break free from this oppression is also growing. 
òThese countries are now eking out a miserable 
existence under the boot o f American imperialism. 
Their industry and agriculture, their foreign and 
domestic policy, their entire life are shackled by the 
American òregimeó of occupation. But these countries 
were yesterday still great imperialist powers, shaking 
the foundations of the domination of Britain, the USA, 
France in Europe and Asia. To think that these countries 
will not try to get back on their feet, break the US 
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òregimeó and break out on the path of independent 
development is to believe in miracles ò(Stalin).  

It follows that the reasons that make wars between 
the imperialist countries inevitable remain in force, 
despite the hatred of the camp of socialism and 
democracy that unites the imperialists.  

The American imperialists see the path to achieving 
world domination in ki ndling an aggressive war directed 
against the Soviet Union, which is the main bulwark of 
peace, as well as against other peace -loving countries. 
This criminal purpose is served by a system of aggressive 
military alliances organized under the leadership of the 
United States, an example of which is the North Atlantic 
bloc, created in 1949. For the same criminal purpose, 
the armed forces of West Germany and Japan are being 
restored, American military bases are being created in 
various countries located nearby from the Soviet 
borders. The American imperialists are trying to 
undermine the peaceful construction and defense 
capability of the Soviet country and the people õs 
democracies by means of espionage, sabotage and 
murder. For these despicable goals, they send  their 
agents into the countries of the socialist camp, using 
the remnants of counter -revolutionary or morally 
unstable elements of society that are still preserved in 
these countries.  

By creating an obedient majority in the United 
Nations, the United Stat es has turned this organization, 
destined to be the bulwark of the world, into a weapon 
of war. By attacking the Democratic People õs Republic 
of Korea, the United States has already switched to 
direct acts of aggression.  
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The aggressive policy of the imperi alist camp, led by 
the United States, is meeting the growing resistance of 
the peace supporters. The struggle for peace unites not 
only the peoples of the Soviet Union and the countries 
of peopleõs democracies, it increasingly embraces the 
popular masses of the capitalist countries as well. The 
world congresses of peace supporters play an important 
role in uniting and strengthening the forces fighting for 
peace. Since the proponents of peace constitute the 
vast majority of humanity, it is clear that by join ing 
forces, they can curb the warmongers. òPeace will be 
preserved and consolidated if the peoples take the 
matter of preserving peace into their own hands and 
will defend it to the end. War can become inevitable if 
the warmongers succeed in entangling the  masses with 
lies, deceiving them and drawing them into a new world 
war ò(Stalin).  

In the struggle between the two camps, the 
authority of the communist parties as loyal fighters for 
peace, for democracy, for national independence, that 
is, for something t hat meets the interests of the 
broadest popular masses and that is rude trampled by 
the imperialists.  

The Soviet people, under the leadership of the 
Communist Party, are leading this noble struggle for 
peace and democracy. Fighting for the preservation of 
peace, unswervingly pursuing a policy of peaceful 
cooperation between all countries, the Soviet people, at 
the same time, do not for a moment forget about the 
danger of new aggression on the part of the 
presumptuous warmongers. Therefore, he tirelessly 
strengthens his defences and readiness for a crushing 
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rebuff to any aggressors. That is why he is increasing his 
vigilance against the intrigues of the agents of 
imperialism and enemies of the Soviet people who are 
trying to undermine the power of the Soviet state by 
any means. 

The experience of both world wars, engendered by 
imperialist policies, teaches that each such war 
weakens the forces of capitalism and strengthens the 
forces of socialism and democracy. Therefore, the 
words of Comrade Molotov are quite understandable: 
ò... in our time, new imperialist adventures are a 
dangerous game of the fate of capitalism. ó 
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POPULATION 

 
Number and location.  It is impossible to indicate 

the exact number of humanity, since in some countries 
there are no  censuses. Approximately 2,250 million 
people live on the globe. In relation to 149 million 
square meters. km of the earth õs land, this gives an 
average of 15 people per 1 sq. km. However, this 
average figure is not indicative, since in reality the 
populat ion is distributed extremely unevenly on the 
earth. This can be judged by the differences in the 
population density of individual parts of the world: the 
average density in Europe is over 50 per 1 sq. km, in 
Asiañ28, in Americañ7, in Africa ñ5, in Australia ñ1; 
Antarctica is completely uninhabited. But even behind 
these numbers, there are sharp differences in density 
inherent in each inhabited part of the world.  

Uninhabited or very rarely inhabited territories that 
can be called especially difficult for devel opment - 
polar or high -mountainous areas of eternal cold, 
deserts, areas of hot and humid tropical forests. On the 
other hand, it is easy to point out many areas with 
favorable natural conditions for humans ñsoil fertility, 
abundance of mineralsñwhich are especially densely 
populated. However, the dependence of population 
density on natural conditions is only of relative 
importance, since the possibility of developing natural 
resources, and with them the conditions of settlement, 
change along with the develo pment of society. So, for 
example, with the development of the capitalist mode 
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of production, opportunities for the use of coal were 
created, and in a number of countries, powerful 
industrial regions with a population density exceeding 
1000 people per 1 sq. km. At the same time, large 
reserves of coal in some backward countries were 
almost never used and did not attract the population. 
Under capitalism, along with huge populations in big 
cities and industrial areas, many localities and even 
entire countries  were depopulated. Ireland versus 
England is a prime example of this: between 1840 and 
1900, the population of England doubled and the 
population of Ireland doubled. Another example is the 
depopulation of many areas of Africa as a result of the 
slave trade and the brutal exploitation of the 15 
indigenous population by European colonialists 1. Finally, 
even in developed capitalist countries, it is not difficult 
to point out examples of how the accumulation of 
population in some areas occurred at the expense o f the 
desolation of others.  

Only the socialist system with its inherent planned 
economy ensures the planned and expedient 
distribution of the population. Examples include the 
development and settlement of the eastern and 
northern regions of our homeland; i t was inaccessible 

                                                           
1 In colonial countries  one can find such strange, at first glance, 

contrasts: less fertile lands are inhabited more densely than more 

fertile ones. Such is the situation, for example, in northern Algeria, 

where the French colonialists seized fertile valleys and created 

large fa rms there, cultivated by machines; the indigenous 

inhabitants (Kabila) are expelled to mountainous areas and live on 

the worst lands in conditions of extreme overcrowding.  
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for tsarist Russia and became possible for the Soviet 
Union, the country of victorious socialism.  

It should be borne in mind that population density 
cannot be used to judge the level of development of 
countries. With a high population de nsity, the social 
system of a country may be backward, and, conversely, 
with a relatively low density, the social system may be 
advanced. òThe population density in Belgium is 19 
times higher than in the United States, and 26 times 
higher than in the USSR, but the United States is higher 
than Belgium in terms of social development, and 
Belgium lagged behind the USSR for a whole historical 
epoch, for Belgium is dominated by capitalism. system, 
while the USSR has already done away with capitalism 
and established a socialist system ò(Stalin).  

Population growth and resettlement movements.  
Natural population growth occurs unevenly in different 
countries and at different times. This can be judged by 
the following table (see page 16), which shows the 
number of birt hs, the number of deaths and the 
increase per 1000 inhabitants in England, Germany and 
France for 1930-1939, and for comparison, the same 
data for that the period when population growth in each 
of these countries was greatest.  

 
Countries        Years                 Per 1000 inhabitants  
                                             born      died     increase  
France .....  1930 -1939              15         15           0  
ò............. 1821 -1830               31          25           6  
England .... 1930 -1939              15          12           3  
ò............. 1871 -1880               35          21          14  
Germany ..  1930-1939              17          11            6  
ò............. 1891 -1900               36          22           14  
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As can be seen from the table, each of the countries 
shown had its own period of the greatest population 
growth, and each of them had this period in the past. A 
decline in population growth is a common feature of 
capitalist countries in the era of imperialism; this is  one 
of the characteristic features of the decay of 
capitalism.  

Real population growth in individual countries 
depends not only on fertility and mortality, but also on 
the relocation of people. Migration of people took place 
throughout the history of manki nd, but they took on a 
particularly massive character under capitalism. The 
capitalist mode of production, accompanied by the 
massive ruin of small producersñpeasants, artisansñ 
inevitably leads to the formation of òsurplusó labor, 
which is not used in the  homeland. The Western 
European countries, which were the earliest to embark 
on the path of development of capitalism, provided the 
largest number of immigrants ñemigrants. Over the 
century from 1815 to 1914, from 35 to 40 million people 
moved from Europe t o other parts of the world.  

After the First World War, the desire for 
resettlement from European countries intensified, but 
in the United States, its own mass unemployment 
began, and there began to restrict the admission of 
immigrants; with the onset of t he world economic crisis 
of 1929-1933, emigration from Europe almost 
completely stopped due to the difficult economic 
situation in overseas countries.  

The settling of overseas countries by Europeans was 
accompanied by brutal violence against indigenous 
people, their extermination or displacement from 
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convenient and habitable places to worse lands. Thus, 
the peoples who inhabited North America and Australia 
before the arrival of Europeans were almost completely 
destroyed. Their remains are driven into desert  areas. 

As a result of European colonization and 
extermination of the indigenous population, the 
descendants of European settlers now constitute the 
overwhelming majority of the population of North 
America, Australia, New Zealand, and some countries of 
South America.  

Another type of mass migration was the forced 
migration of blacks from Africa to America, which took 
place in the form of the slave trade. This began after 
the capture of the colonies in America by the 
Europeans, when the colonialists needed la bor for the 
plantations. The slave trade took the broadest scope in 
the 18th century, when the business was almost entirely 
monopolized by the British. In the south of the United 
States, in the West Indies and in some countries of 
South America, blacks and mulattos (descended from 
mixing blacks with Europeans) make up a significant 
part, and in some places the majority of the population.  

 
Races and nations.  Races are called groups of 

people united by a common external physical traits 
(skin colour, skull shape, height, etc.). Races do not 
represent any social unity: peoples belonging to the 
same race, often speak different languages, differ from 
each other in social order, in the level and makeup of 
culture. Moreover, along with the development of 
communicati on between people, with the development 
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of migratory movements, the races have largely mixed, 
and at present there are no òpureó races anywhere. 

The stable community of people is formed not by 
races, but by nations. The classic definition of the 
concept of  a nation was given by Comrade Stalin in his 
work òMarxism and the National Questionó: òA nation is 
a historically established stable community of people, 
which arose on the basis of a common language, 
territory, economic life and mental makeup, manifested  
in a community of culture. ó 

Nations were formed from people of different races 
and tribes: òThe present Italian nation was formed from 
Romans, Germans, Etruscans, Greeks, Arabs, etc. The 
French nation was formed from Gauls, Romans, Britons, 
Germans, etc. The same must be said about the British, 
Germans and others, formed in a nation of people of 
different races and tribes.  

So, a nation is not a racial or tribal, but a 
historically formed community of people ò(Stalin).  

The formation of nations is based on t he 
development of economic ties between people 
occupying a more or less vast territory (in contrast to 
races, which began to lose their certainty with the 
development of ties). In a feudal society, when 
economic ties were still weak, when people lived only  
by local interests, nations did not exist. òThe process of 
the elimination of feudalism and the development of 
capitalism is at the same time the process of forming 
people into a nation ó (Stalin).  

As can be seen from the above, one of the 
characteristics of a nation is a common language. Since 
language is the most important means of human 
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communication, it is clear that there can be no national 
unity without a common language. Every nation has a 
common language. If in a sufficiently developed country 
significant parts of the population speak different 
languages, then this is a sure sign of multinationality. 
On the other hand, there are languages spoken by not 
one, but several nations. So, the majority of residents 
of the USA, Ireland, Australia, New Zeala nd speaks 
English. But in all other respects - in terms of territory 
with its inherent geographic features, in economy, 
culture, the English -speaking residents of these 
countries differ from the British and are separate 
nations.  

In the capitalist countries , both racial and national 
differences are widely used by the ruling classes for the 
purpose of racial and national oppression, in order to 
propagate 18 wars of conquest. For this, false anti -
scientific òtheoriesó are created about the superiority 
of some races or nations over others. By declaring the 
òcolouredó population of the colonial countries people 
of the lowest class, incapable of independent 
development, the imperialists thereby seek to justify 
their aggressive policy, cruelty and violence committe d 
in the subject countries. The German fascists declared 
the Germans a òsuperioró race, called upon to rule over 
the òinferior ó. To achieve this goal, all means of 
violence, deceit and deceit were recommended. The 
Slavs were declared an òinferior ó race to be enslaved or 
destroyed. Under such slogans, the German fascists 
waged their predatory wars, in which in the end they 
were defeated by the Soviet people. In this historic 
victory, the Soviet people, and above all the great 
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Russian people, revealed a decisive moral and political 
superiority over the German fascist invaders.  

The racist fanaticism in the USA, that is, in the 
country which the bourgeois press praises in every way 
as an example of òdemocracyó, has been brought to the 
extreme. Among the foundati ons on which the edifice of 
American capitalism is built are facts such as the 
systematic extermination of Indians, as the inhuman 
exploitation of black slaves. And after the òliberation ó 
of the slaves, the American bourgeoisie tried, in the 
words of Lenin, ò... to do everything possible and 
impossible for the most shameless and despicable 
oppression of blacks.ó In the United States, immigrants 
from Asian countries, as well as Mexicans, Slavs, 
Italians, are in an unequal position in relation to ò100% 
Americansó. 

Incitement of racial, national, and religious hatred 
among peoples (according to the principle of òdivide 
and ruleó) is constantly used by the imperialists both in 
domestic and foreign policy. Especially widely used and 
are using this technique by th e British colonialists in the 
countries under their control, and above all in the 
multimillion and multinational India.  

The exact opposite of the policy of racial and 
national oppression pursued in the capitalist countries is 
the Leninist -Stalinist nationa l policy, which realized the 
complete equality of citizens of the Soviet Union, 
regardless of their nationality or race, and enshrined 
this equality in the Stalin Constitution. The elimination 
of class contradictions made every Soviet nation 
incomparably more united than any bourgeois nation. 
International hostility inherent in bourgeois society was 
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replaced in Soviet society by the close friendship of 
peoples. In all these socialist nations are fundamentally 
different from bourgeois nations.  The development of 
nations in the countries of people õs democracies follows 
the same path.  

 
THE ROLE OF THE GEOGRAPHIC ENVIRONMENT OF 

SIMPLY POPULATION IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF 
SOCIETY 

 
The question of what driving forces determine the 

development of society is of paramoun t importance for 
economic geography, since the correct answer to it 
provides the key to understanding the reasons for the 
development and location of production.  

Bourgeois geographers, as a rule, consider the 
geographic environment or one or another of its  
elements (for example, climate) to be the main force 
determining the development of human society. 
Marxist-Leninist science, which provides the only 
correct explanation of the driving forces of the 
development of society, solves this issue differently: 
òThe geographic environment, undoubtedly, is one of 
the constant and necessary conditions for the 
development of society and it, of course, affects the 
development of society ñit speeds up or slows down 
development of society. But its influence is not a 
decisive influence, since the changes and development 
of society occur incomparably faster than the changes 
and development of the geographical environment ó 
(Stalin).  
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Population growth, one or another population 
density cannot serve as the main reason for socia l 
development. òOf course, population growth has an 
impact on the development of society, facilitates or 
slows down the development of society, but it cannot 
be the main force in the development of society, and its 
influence on the development of society c annot be a 
determining influence, since population growth in itself 
does not provide a key for explanations of why a given 
social system is being replaced by such and such a new 
system, and not by some other ...  

If population growth were the determining for ce of 
social development, a higher population density would 
necessarily have to give rise to a correspondingly higher 
type of social system. In reality, however, this is not 
observedó (Stalin).  

The force that determines the nature of the social 
system, the  transition of society from one system to 
another, is the method of obtaining the means of living, 
the method of producing material goods.  

One side of the mode of production ñis the 
productive forces of society, that is, the tools of 
production and people w ho work with these tools and 
possess one or another production experience and skills 
for labor. The other side is those social relations in 
which people enter with each other in the production 
process, in other wordsñproduction relations.  

In capitalist soc iety, the main type of production 
relations is the exploitation by the capitalists, who own 
the means of production, of hired workers ñproletarians 
who are forced to sell their labor. In a socialist society, 
where the means of production are public property , 
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production relations are relations of cooperation 
between people of equal rights, free from exploitation. 
Hence, it is clear that the main issue of production 
relations is the question of who owns the means of 
production (land, mineral wealth, instrument s of 
production, means of transport, etc.). And this 
question, in turn, is inseparable from the question of 
who owns political power. Where the means of 
production are in the hands of the capitalists, there also 
political power belongs to them (although it  can be 
expressed in various forms of the state system).  

On the contrary, in a socialist society, power 
belongs to the working people, and the state leadership 
(dictatorship) belongs to the working class as the 
advanced class of society, and this leadershi p is carried 
out in the interests of all working people.  

If the development of society is determined by the 
method of production of material goods, then it is 
obvious that this, in the final analysis, also determines 
the location of production. The geograp hic environment 
also plays an important, but not decisive role in this, 
firstly, because the same elements of the geographic 
environment (say, coal, oil, water energy) have 
completely different meanings under different social 
systems, and secondly, because human society itself 
changes the geographic environment. The capitalist 
mode of production is characterized by a predatory and 
uneven use of natural resources, in the interests not of 
the national economy, but of a handful of capitalists 
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who care only about their profits. 1 The socialist mode of 
production is characterized by the planned and rational 
use of natural resources that meets the interests of the 
national economy.  

Socialist society transforms the geographic 
environment , proceeding from deeply thou ght out, far 
ahead calculated plans. The most striking example of 
this is Stalinõs plan for the transformation of nature, 
which is being carried out today. The planting of field -
protective forest belts, the development of grass -field 
crop rotations, the co nstruction of super -powerful 
hydroelectric power plants, the construction of canals, 
irrigation and watering of many millions of hectares of 
dry landñall this transforms the geographical 
environment in order to further strengthen the power of 
our country, the prosperity of its economy and culture, 
and the improvement of the well -being of the people. 
òNot a single capitalist country has carried out, and 
cannot carry out such truly titanic work. Only the Soviet 
system, which is the most vital, the most advanc ed 
social system, is capable of such tasks (Pravda).  

 
 
 

                                                           
1 American capitalists are eagerly pouncing on oil fields and do not 

want to spend m oney on the construction of large hydroelectric 

power plants. Oil production is generating large profits quickly; the 

construction of large hydroelectric power plants, requiring very 

large expenditures, can give full effect only with a comprehensive 

soluti on of a number of economic problems, which is accessible 

only to the planned economy.  
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EUROPE 

 

COUNTRIES OF THE PEOPLEȭS 
DEMOCRACY 

 
(Poland, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Romania, 

Bulgaria and Albania)  
 
 

GENERAL REVIEW 
 
Small countries of Central and South -Eastern 

Europe in the past.  Before World War II, the small 
countries of Central and Southeastern Europe were 
more or less dependent on the imperialist powers. Most 
of these countries were economically backward, and 
they were all too weak to pursue independent policies. 
This allowed the impe rialists to subordinate them to 
their influence, to exploit their resources. Very 
indicative in this respect was the position of the 
Danube, a great shipping route, vital for the countries 
adjacent to it: England and France, located far from the 
Danube, however, secured dominance over the Danube 
shipping. 

For their own purposes, the imperialists kindled 
contradictions that existed between the smallest 
countries. A particularly large role was played by 
national contradictions associated with the fact that in  
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many places in Central and Southeastern Europe there 
was a complex national patchwork. So, Hungary was at 
enmity with Romania due to the fact that after the First 
World War Transylvania was given to Romaniañan area 
in which, along with the Romanians, many  Hungarians 
(Magyars) live. Much controversy was associated with 
Macedonia, a mountainous region that lies at the 
intersection of the settlement of three nations - Serbs, 
Bulgarians and Greeks; each country ranked the 
Macedonians among its òtribesmenó and sought to 
conquer Macedonia (in fact, the Macedonians are a 
special Slavic people). Many countries were also 
weakened by internal national contradictions; so, the 
Polish authorities oppressed the Ukrainians and 
Belarusians. 

For domination over the small co untries of Central 
and Southeastern Europe, there was an intense struggle 
between the imperialist powers - England, France, Italy, 
Germany. England has long òpatronizedó Greece; 
Greece, located on the outskirts of the Suez Canal and 
the Black Sea straits, with its ramified coastline and 
many islands, is of interest to England primarily as an 
important maritime position.  

Czechoslovakia, Yugoslavia, Romania and Poland 
were influenced by French imperialism. Italy 
subordinated to its influence, and then directl y 
captured Albania.  

Before the Second World War, fascist Germany 
began to push back other imperialist powers. In various 
ways, it subjugated Austria, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, 
Romania, Bulgaria, Yugoslavia, Greece, one after 
another. But among the popular m asses of countries 
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that fell under the fascist yoke, a movement of 
resistance to the invaders arose. The victories of the 
Soviet Army played a decisive role in the liberation of 
all these countries from German fascism.  

The path of development of the countr ies of 
peopleõs democracy. After the liberation of the small 
countries of Central and Southeastern Europe, in those 
of them where the American -British imperialists could 
not prevent the people from deciding their own destiny, 
the people created new, democr atic governments. The 
emergence of the countries of people õs democracies 
became possible due to the fact that Soviet troops not 
only liberated these countries from fascist tyranny, but 
also prevented their occupation by the American -British 
imperialists, a s a result of which the peoples of these 
countries were given the opportunity to develop freely.  

In these countries, the people õs democratic 
government, ò... relying on the support of the masses, 
managed to carry out in the shortest possible time such 
progressive democratic transformations that bourgeois 
democracy is no longer capable of. The agrarian reform 
transferred the land into the hands of the peasants and 
led to the elimination of the landlord class. The 
nationalization of large -scale industry and banks, the 
confiscation of the property of traitors who collaborated 
with the Germans radically undermined the position of 
monopoly capital in these countries and liberated the 
masses from imperialist bondage. Together with this, 
the foundation of state pub lic property was laid, a new 
type of state was created ñthe peopleõs republic , where 
power belongs to the people, large industry, transport 
and banks belong to the state and the leading force is 
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the block of working classes of the population, headed 
by the working classó (Zhdanov). As a result, the 
peoples of these countries not only got rid of the 
clutches of imperialism, but also moved on to building 
socialism. 

The regime of peopleõs democracy is fundamentally 
different from the regime of bourgeois democra cy. 
òWhile bourgeois democracy is the dictatorship of the 
capitalists, the people õs democracy performs the 
functions of the dictatorship of the proletariat in the 
interests of the vast majority of working people... ó 
(Dimitrov). The countries of people õs democracies are 
moving towards socialism mainly along the path 
traversed by the USSRñthrough socialist industrialisation  
and collectivization, through class struggle and the 
elimination of exploiting classes, ò... the Soviet regime 
and the peopleõs democratic regime are two forms of 
the same powerñthe power of the workers class in 
alliance with the working people of town and country. 
Both of these regimes are two forms of the proletarian 
dictatorship ó (Dimitrov).  

The economy of the countries of people õs 
democracies includes different structures. The leading 
role in it is played by  socialist way of life, the basis of 
which is the state, i.e. the public ownership of such 
important economic levers as industry, transport, 
banks; this includes the monopoly of fore ign trade. 
Along with this, there is a small -scale commodity 
system, which includes, first of all, many small -peasant 
farms. Finally, there is also a private capitalist treasure, 
in which the kulak òfarms of the countryside play the 
greatest role; along wi th them, small private 
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enterprises, mainly in retail trade, have survived. The 
capitalist elements do not give up their positions 
without a fight: they use all means to profit from 
exploitation of the poor, they are trying to penetrate 
the bodies of local self-government and administration, 
into cooperatives, etc. The former landowners and 
capitalists, who have lost their power, did not stop the 
struggle. These forces of reaction, fighting for the 
return of the old order, find support from the American -
Brit ish imperialists Consequently, the road of the 
peopleõs democracies to socialism leads through an 
irreconcilable class struggle against the capitalist 
elements, through their suppression and elimination.  

Since agriculture occupies a very large place in all  
countries of people õs democracies, it is clear that the 
restriction and ousting of the kulaks is one of the most 
important tasks of the countries of people õs 
democracies. From this point of view, the creation of 
cooperative labor farms and machine -tractor  stations, 
paving the way for the nationalization of the land and 
the collectivization of agriculture, 1 is of particular 

                                                           
1 By joining a labor cooperative, peasants transfer their land to it. 

In the distribution of income, the main part of the net income is 

distributed according to workdays,  but a certain part is distributed 

according to the amount of land handed over to the cooperative as 

payment for land. In the summer of 1949, collective farms arose in 

Romania, in which, by the decision of the participants themselves, 

this unearned income (payment for land) was cancelled and the 

distribution of income was made only according to workdays. There 

are such farms in some other countries. But even in those 

cooperative farms where the payment for the land is still retained, 
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importance. Comrade Dimitrov said about the prospects 
for this in Bulgaria: ò... by gradually involving the 
poorest and middle peasants in working cooperative -
agricultural farms, increasing the number of MTS, 
prohibiting the lease of land, restricting and prohibiting 
the purchase and sale of land, we will thereby create 
conditions when in practice the question of the 
nationalization of th e land will be resolved, and all the 
land will be transferred to the eternal use of the 
working peasants.ó This is the way for other countries 
of peopleõs democracies. 

Also of great importance are state farms, organized 
from part of the former landowners õ estates. 

The countries of people õs democracies, following 
the great experience of Soviet planning, went over to 
planned economic development. This became possible 
thanks to the transfer of the decisive means of 
production and banks to public ownership.  

In contrast to the previous situation, when the 
resources of these countries were largely plundered by 
the imperialists, and these countries themselves 
remained backward, now the resources of the people õs 
democracies serve to develop their own economies and 
strengthen their independence. The central place in the 
national economic plans of the countries of people õs 
democracies is occupied by industrialisation , which 
serves to build the material basis of socialism.  

                                                                                                                           
it decreases, while the  income distributed according to workdays 

grows. 
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Particular attention is paid to energy and heav y 
industryñmetallurgy, machine building, chemical 
industryñthat is, those industries on which the 
development of both industry itself and agriculture and 
transport is based.  

The task of socialist industrialis ation is inseparably 
linked to the task of overc oming the uneven distribution 
of productive forces, inherited by the countries of 
peopleõs democracies from the past. In most of these 
countries, individual, relatively more developed, areas 
opposed areas of the disadvantaged, which were in a 
state of extr eme backwardness. Therefore, along with 
the further development of those regions that used to 
have significant industry, there is intensive construction 
in the most lagging regions (as for example, in Slovakia, 
in the eastern regions of Poland).  

In all countries of people õs democracies, industrial 
production has far exceeded the pre -war level. 
Unemployment has disappeared. The well -being of 
workers is increasing. Changed attitude to work, 
socialist emulation was widespread everywhere. 
Economic construction is inextricably linked with 
cultural construction. Introduced universal  compulsory 
primary education. Secondary and higher education,  
which used to be the lot of a few òchosen onesó has 
become accessible to ordinary people. The cadres of a 
new, popular  int elligentsia. The purpose of science is 
changing: from caste,  subordinate to  the interests of 
the landlords . and capitalists, she became  a popular 
cause serving the construction of socialism.  

The powerful support from the Soviet Union is a 
solid foundation for strengthening the independence 
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and economic advancement of the countries of people õs 
democracies. Together with the Soviet Union, these 
countries are fighting for peace, democracy and 
independence, ò... against all attempts on the part of 
the United St ates and Britain to reverse their 
development and drag them back into the imperialist 
yokeó (Zhdanov). The great experience of Soviet 
socialist construction makes it easier for the countries 
of peopleõs democracies to build socialism. Close 
cooperation wit h the Soviet Union, as well as with other 
countries of the democratic camp, is a necessary 
condition for successful development for each of the 
countries of people õs democracy. 

 
The new nature of economic ties.  The countries of 

peopleõs democracies and the Soviet Union are 
successfully developing mutual economic ties. These 
connections are being built on a new basis ñon the basis 
of equality of large and small countries in the 
democratic camp and their mutual cooperation. Soviet 
Union supplies countries peopleõs democracy with 
various raw materials, industrial equipmen t provides 
technical and organisational assistance to them 
construction. During the years of severe crop failures, 
the supply of Soviet bread saved millions of people in 
these countries from hun ger. In his It is the turn of the 
Peopleõs Democracies to increase their exports to the 
USSR thanks to lucrative trade and credit agreements 
concluded with the Soviet Union. Equal communication 
between the countries of people õs democracies 
themselves are growing and are not limited only to 
trade ties, although the latter have very important due 
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to significant differences in the nature farms and as 
part of the export products of individual countries. 
Technical and economic cooperation between the 
countries i s developing, an example of which is the 
Council for Economic Cooperation of Czechoslovakia and 
Poland, which has developed a plan for the joint 
construction of a number of industrial enterprises and a 
large power plant by these countries, which will provi de 
energy both countries; the task is to coordinate the 
production plans of both countries in order to make the 
best use of them resources. Czechoslovakia received a 
lease area in the Polish port Szczecin and will use the 
river. Bed for communication with the Baltic by the sea. 
Joint construction of the Odra -Danube canal is being 
planned. This type of cooperation also develops 
between other countries. One of the most important 
objects of such cooperation is the Danube, whose 
international position is fundam entally changed: by the 
decision of the Danube Conference in 1948, despite the 
harassment of the United States, England and France, 
the management of the Danube shipping is recognized 
as a matter of the Danube states only. Danubian 
peopleõs democracies develop plans reconstruction of 
the Danube waterway.  

To implement broader economic cooperation 
between the countries of people õs democracy and the 
USSR, at the beginning of 1949, the Council for Mutual 
Economic Assistance was created from representatives 
of t he USSR, Bulgaria, Hungary, Poland: Romania, 
Czechoslovakia; it soon included Albania, and in 
September 1950 the German Democratic Republic. The 
tasks of the Council for Mutual Economic Assistance are 
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the exchange of economic experience, the provision of 
technical assistance to each other, mutual assistance 
with raw materials, food, machinery, etc.  

All this means the creation of a new system of 
international division of labor, impossible between 
capitalist countries with their relations of inequality and 
the exploitation of the weak by the strong.  

Political system. State power in the countries of 
peopleõs democracies serves as an instrument for 
building a socialist society, suppressing the exploiting 
classes, and strengthening the defense against 
encroachments by the imperialists. The constitutions of 
the countries of people õs democracies were built under 
the influence of the great Stalinist Constitution.  

All countries of people õs democracies are peopleõs 
republics. The supreme power in all republics belongs to 
representative bodies 1, which are formed through free 
elections (general, direct, equal, with secret ballot), 
excluding any pressure on voters. In contrast to the 
bourgeois countries, where a minority of the population 
often votes, in the countries of p eopleõs democracies an 
overwhelming majority participates in elections, with a 
high activity of the masses of the population.  

The representative bodies consist of one chamber. 
They are not only concentrate the entirety of legislative 
power, but and ensure the implementation of the 

                                                           
1 Their name: in Bulgaria and AlbaniañNational Assembly; in 

Romaniañthe Grand National Assembly; in Czechoslovakia, the 

National Assembly; in Hungaryñ the National Assembly; in Poland, 

Seim. 
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adopted laws. They elect the head of state; the head is 
either one personñthe president (Chekhvakii), or (in 
most countries)ñthe board  (presidium). The government 
(the council of ministers, headed by Prime Minister) 
receives powers from a representative body  and is 
responsible to him. For particularly responsible political 
decisions, the constitutions of the countries of people õs 
democracies provide for the possibility of a referendum 
(nationwide poll). Local government bodies are elected 
peopleõs councils. The constitutions of people õs 
democracies grant workers such rights that cannot be 
found in  capitalist countries, including the right to 
work, social security, education. In all these countries,  
great attention to raising and res tructuring public 
education, creating new scientific and technical 
personnel and intelligentsia from workers and peasants.  

The constitutions of the countries of people õs 
democracies ensure the full equality of citizens 
regardless of nationality or race. In  these countries, the 
most complex national contradictions that could not be 
resolved under capitalism have been successfully 
resolved. This is especially important for countries with 
a complex national composition (for example, for 
Romania). National minorities received the opportunity 
to study in their native language, received their own 
stamp, etc.  

The leading role in the political life of the people õs 
countries democracies are played by the communist 
parties of these countries. Exactly thanks to the 
leadership of the communist parties, the victories of the 
working people were achieved in the struggle against 
fascism and in the consolidation of people õs democracy. 
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Communists occupy key posts in the government. 
Besides the communists, in some of the countr ies 
peopleõs democracy in the government is attended by 
representatives other democratic parties belonging to 
the national (or domestic) front.  

The historical merit of the communist parties of the 
Peopleõs Democracies is that they carried out the 
unificati on forces of the working class: this happened 
through the merger of the communist parties with the 
social democratic parties, purged of reactionary 
elements, into united parties of the working class, 
standing on the positions of Marxism-Leninism. 
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POLAND 
 
Poland, a Slavic state that existed for many 

centuries, at the end of the 18th century. lost her 
independence: she was divided between Germany, 
Russia and Austria. Only thanks to the Great October 
Socialist Revolution was it possible restore the Polish 
state. But the imperialist powers ñFrance, England, USA 
ñmanaged to subjugate Poland its influence. With their 
support, Poland, led by was a reactionary military 
clique, it was possible to capture vast regions with a 
predominant Ukrainian an d Belarusian populationñ 
Western Ukraine, Western Belarus, Vilenshina. Poles 
made up slightly more than half of the total population 
states, 1/3   were Ukrainians and Belarusians; in 
addition, there were over 3 million Jews and 1 million 
Germans. Ukrainians and Belarusians lived in conditions 
of national oppression; the reactionary Polish 
authorities persecuted their mother tongue and national 
culture. They were in a depressed state and Jews.  

On September 1, 1939, Poland was attacked by Nazi 
Germany. The Polish army was defeated, German troops 
occupied most of the country, and the state power 
virtually ceased to exist. Then the Soviet government 
ordered the Soviet Army to cross the border and take 
under protection the life and property of the population 
of Western Ukraine and Western Belarus. After the 
Soviet Army completed this task, the People õs 
Assemblies of these regions decided to establish Soviet 
power in Western Ukraine and Western Belarus. Western 
Ukraine was reunited with the Ukrainian SSR and 
Western Belarus - with the Byelorussian SSR. Vilnius (the 
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ancient capital of Lithuania) with the adjacent territory 
was transferred by the Soviet government to Lithuania. 
The liberation of Poland from the German fascist 
invaders was accomplished by the Soviet Army (during 
the period from July 1944 to March 1945). The liberated 
Poland became a republic with a people õs democratic 
system. 

As a result of the defeat of Germany, the territory 
of Poland expanded in the west and north at the 
expense of the original Polis h lands captured by the 
Germans in ancient times.  

At the Berlin Conference of the Three Powers, an 
agreement was reached on the western border of 
Poland. 

The geographical position of the new Poland is much 
more advantageous the position of the former Polan d: 
the former Poland had a way out to the Baltic Sea only 
by a narrow òPolish corridoró, and the mouth of the 
Vistulañthe main Polish river ñdid not belong to Poland; 
within the new borders Poland has a wide access to the 
sea, including the mouths of the Vi stula and the Odra 
(Oder). Before more than 1/3 of the length of the Polish 
border was the border with imperialist Germany, 
covering Poland, as it were ticks. Now the longest 
stretch of Polish borders falls on the border with the 
Soviet Union, in second place the longest is the border 
with Czechoslovakia, the third is the sea the border and 
on the fourth ñthe border with the German Democratic 
Republic. Of all the People õs Democracies, Poland has 
the longest border with the Soviet Union.  

The territory of Pola nd is 312 thousand sq. km, 
population 25 million. In terms of area, as well as 
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population, Poland ranks first among the European 
countries of people õs democracy. CapitalñWarsaw.  

Poland is administratively divided into 17 
voivodships. 

 
Natural Conditions  

 
Poland is predominantly a flat country. Only in the 

south, on the very border with Czechoslovakia, there 
are high mountainsñthe Carpathians, reaching 
individual peaks of 2500 m, and the Sudetes, reaching 
1600 m. In both the Carpathians and the Sudetes, ther e 
are convenient passes through which railways and 
highways are laid, connecting Poland with 
Czechoslovakia. Especially important for the connection 
between Poland and Czechoslovakia is the wide passage 
between the Carpathians and the Sudetes, formed by 
the valley of the upper Oder.  

To the north of the Carpathians, there are flat 
heights that give southern Poland the character of a 
hilly country. The northern part of these hills consists of 
the remains of ancient destroyed mountains (a 
continuation of the s ame mountains of central 
Germany), their highest point Lysa Gur reaches 611 m. 
The hills are cut by the valleys of the Vistula and Sanaa 
rivers.  

Further to the north, the hills gradually turn into a 
low-lying plain, which occupies more than half of the 
ent ire country. The Polish plain in the east 
imperceptibly merges with the East European, and in 
the westñwith the North German lowlands.  



57 

 

Near the Baltic Sea, among the lowlands, there are 
hilly plateaus of moraine origin with many lakes (the 
Masurian and Pomeranian Uplands). 

The rivers of Poland belong to the Baltic Sea basin. 
The most important river is the Vistula (1125 km long), 
flowing from the Carpathian Mountains. Its largest 
tributaries: Bug with Narev and San ñon the right side; 
part of the border with  the USSR runs along the Bug and 
San. In the west of Poland belongs to the r. Warta 
(tributary of the Odra). The Odra belongs to Poland for 
the most part of its current, and in part forms the 
border between Poland and Germany.  

The main rivers of the Polish  plain are deep enough 
for navigation and are convenient for canals (tributaries 
of different systems are close to each other). But the 
level of the rivers is very variable, depending on the 
spring melting of snow and on the rains. To create a 
good shipping network, a lot of work is needed to 
regulate rivers and establish canals. The rivers of 
Carpathian Poland form a significant source of water 
energy. 

The climate of Poland is moderate, transitional from 
the mild climate of Western Europe to the continenta l 
climate of the USSR. In Warsaw, the average January 
temperature is 3 -4° below zero, the average July is 
about +19°. There are frequent thaws during the 
winter. Vistula near Warsaw  freezes on average for 2% 
of the month, but there are years when no lastin g 
freeze-up occurs at all. In late summer and autumn 
there are heavy rains, often causing floods. Poland õs 
agriculture suffers more often from excess rain than 
from lack of it.  



58 

 

The soils are mostly podzolic. The alluvial soils in 
the Vistula valley are dis tinguished by their comparative 
fertility. Large areas of fertile land (degraded 
chernozems) are found in the southern regions of the 
country.  

The forest resources of Poland are significant (more 
than 1/5 of the territory is covered with forest), but 
they suffered greatly from the predatory extermination 
by the German fascist invaders. Conifers predominate, 
and pine takes the first place. In People õs Democratic 
Poland, extensive reforestation work is underway.  

Poland possesses powerful energy resources. Coal is 
of decisive importance. The largest coal deposit is 
located in southwestern Poland; it is the Silesian -
Dombrowski Basin, one of the largest coal basins in 
Europe. The Walbrzych basin (in the Sudetenland) is of 
great importance. In western Poland there  are 
significant deposits of brown coal. There is oil and 
natural gas at the foot of the Carpathians; in addition, 
Poland has significant reserves of peat. All this, 
together with the water energy of the Carpathian 
region, makes Poland one of the most ener gy-rich 
countries in foreign Europe.  

There is little iron ore in Poland, and its quality is 
mostly low. Among other metals, there are large 
reserves of zinc and lead ores, mainly in Upper Silesia. 
There is nickel. In terms of salt reserves, Poland 
occupies one of the first places in the world.  
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Population  
 
In contrast to the multinational former Poland, 

modern Poland is nationally homogeneous state. Poles, 
who are among the oldest Slavic peoples, make up the 
vast majority of the population.  

The German fascist invaders ravaged and drenched 
Poland with blood, turned it into a country of gallows, 
prisons and concentration camps. Many thousands of 
Polish patriots were executed. Masses of Poles were 
sent to forced labor in Germany and in the countries 
subject to it. Polish national culture was being 
eradicated. The Jews, deprived of all human rights, 
were driven into concentration camps and exterminated 
almost without exception.  

The concentration camp in Majdanek (near Lublin) 
was a real òdeath factory ó: people  from all over Europe 
were brought here in masses for destruction. The 
Germans almost completely destroyed Warsaw.  

The Polish government had to take vigorous 
measures to return the forcibly deported Poles to their 
homeland. Over 4 million Poles were resett led to the 
reunified lands of the western regions; most of the 
Germans who remained in these areas were deported to 
Germany. 

Following the liberation of Poland, the revival of the 
countryõs economic and cultural life began. But this is 
not a restoration of  the old: a new, socialist Poland is 
being built on the ruins of the fragile òlordó Poland. 

The Polish people have long created a rich culture, 
provided many glorious figures in science and art. At the 
same time, in the former Poland, the educational level  
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of the masses of the population was low. In People õs 
Democratic Poland, science, education, and art became 
the property of the people. There is a liberation of 
science and education from the reactionary currents 
that prevailed in the recent past, from the  influence of 
the church (it should be noted that Poland belonged to 
the number of countries where the positions of the 
Catholic Church were especially strong).  

The most important centres of higher education and 
science in Poland are Warsaw, Krakow, Poznan, 
Wroclaw. 

 
Features of the development of Poland  

 
 In former Poland, although there was significant 
industry, it did not determine the country õs economic 
appearance: the decisive role was played by 
agriculture, which had a backward character.  
 Poland was a country of large landowners õ 
landownership and peasant land shortages. The 
technical weakness and poverty of the land -poor 
peasantry, crushed by taxes and all kinds of extortions, 
hindered the development of agriculture. Many peasant 
farms did not have horses, let alone cars. Polish 
industry, although it possessed significant opportunities, 
was in a difficult situation and worked with constant 
underload. The poverty of the masses hindered the 
development of the internal market, and in the external 
market  for Polish industry it was difficult to compete 
with the industries of the strong imperialist powers. A 
significant part of Polish industry was in the hands of 
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foreign capital.  In Peopleõs Democratic Poland, 
fundamental reforms have been carried out.  

1. Agrarian reform that eliminated landlord 
ownership. The masses of landless and landless peasants 
are endowed at the expense of lands taken from the 
landowners, or lands left over from former German 
owners; due to the large size  landlord estates and, 
especially, in view of the liquidation of the German  
landownership Poland had more land reserves for 
distribution among the needy than any  from other 
countries of people õs democracy. Crucial to  further 
development of agriculture and for its transition to the 
socialist path, the movement of small and medium  
peasants to form agricultural production cooperatives, 
supported by the government  and the United Workersõ 
Party. A network of machine and tractor stations has 
been created.  

 
1. Population density of Poland  
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2. (The nationalisation of industry, transport and 
banks was carried out. Foreign trade became a 
monopoly of the state. The majority of domestic trade 
passed into the hands of the state and cooperative 
organizations.)  

3. Introduced planning of the national ec onomy. A 
three -year plan for the restoration of the national 
economy (for 1947-1949) has been implemented ahead 
of schedule, and a six-year plan for the development of 
the national economy (for 1950 -1955) is being 
implemented, the main task of which is to build the 
foundations of socialism in Poland.  

Polandõs transition to socialism is taking place in an 
acute class struggle. The severity of this struggle is 
determined by the following factors: 1) the reactionary 
landowners and the military clique were stro ng in old 
Poland, stronger than in some other countries that had 
passed over to the peopleõs democratic regime; 2) 
Polish capitalists and the landlords were closely 
associated with foreign imperialists; 3) the imperialist 
powers viewed post-Versailles Poland primarily as a 
springboard against the Soviet Union; this point of view 
still largely determines the adventurous policy of 
support for the bankrupt Polish reaction that the 
American-British imperialists are pursuing. This front of 
internal and external reaction is opposed by the 
invincible force of the new Poland, based on the 
growing solidarity of the workers and peasants, on the 
powerful support of the Soviet Union, on the 
commonwealth with the countries of people õs 
democracies.) 
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The leading role in th e construction of a new Poland 
is played by the United Workersõ Party, formed in 1948 
by the merger of the Polish Workers õ Party 
(Communists) with the Polish Socialist Party on the basis 
of Marxist-Leninist teachings. This union, which ended 
the split in t he Polish workersõ movement, strengthened 
the forces of the working class ñthe leading class in the 
struggle for the triumph of socialism in Poland.  

 
Overview of the Economy  

 
Industry.  Coal mining, which is the main branch of 

the mining industry in Poland, occupies an exceptional 
place in the supply of fuel to the country and provides a 
large amount of coal for export. Production in 1938 
(within the old boundaries) was 38 million tons. In 1955, 
according to a six-year plan, 100 million tons of coal will 
be mined. Most of the coal is mined in the Silesian-
DǨbrowski Basin, while the Walbrzych Basin gives a 
smaller amount.  

The Silesian-Dǧbrowski Basin is also home to the 
most powerful power plant cluster. From here, power 
lines were laid to other areas. Accordin g to the national 
economic plan, new power stations and transmission 
lines have been built and are being built; the production 
of electricity in 1949 was already twice the pre -war 
level, and by 1955, according to the plan, it would have 
doubled even more.  

The return of the western lands to Poland is 
favorable for the development of its heavy industry. 
The Silesian-Dǧbrowski Coal and Metallurgical Region, 
which is a single production unit, now belongs entirely 
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to Poland. Most of the Polish metallurgy, both f errous 
and non-ferrous, is concentrated here; in addition, 
there are metallurgical plants in the region of the city 
of Kielce  and near Szczecin. The difficulty for the Polish 
metallurgy is the insignificant reserves of iron ore; ore 
comes from the USSR and from Sweden. Smelting of 
steel in 1949 was 2.3 million tons, in 1955, according to 
the plan, 4.6 million tons. Machine building in former 
Poland 34 was weak, with the exception of a few 
industries, such as steam locomotive building and 
carriage building. The national economic plan pays 
special attention to the development of metallurgy, 
machine building, and the chemical industry. A large 
new metallurgical plant is under construction (near 
Krakow), all equipment for which is supplied by the 
Soviet Union. The production of machine tools, tractors, 
and automobiles is growing rapidly. Metalworking and 
machine-building plants are located in the Silesian - 
Dǧbrowski region, in Warsaw, Poznan, Wroclaw. In the 
port cities of Gdansk, Szczecin , Ťwinoujťcie and Gdynia, 
there are shipyards.  

The textile industry (cotton, woolen, linen) has long 
occupied an extremely important place among the 
branches of Polish industry. Its largest centre  is Lodz 
with its suburbs, but, in addition, it is located in many 
places: in the Warsaw region, in the Sudeten region, in 
Chestatee. 

Finally, the food industry (including sugar) and 
woodworking, based on the significant forest res ources 
of Poland, are of great importance.  

In 1952, the total output of Polish industry was 
almost three times the pre -war level. According to the 
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six-year plan, industrial output in 1955 should be four 
times higher than the pre -war level. The fulfillment of 
the six-year plan will transform Poland into a country 
with a powerful and versatile industry.  

 
Agriculture.  The first time after the liberation of 

Poland, its agriculture was in a state of ruin. In the 
western regions, most of the land was empty, a lot  of 
land was abandoned in the rest of Poland. Back in 1946, 
there were 10.5 million hectares of cultivated land, 
with almost 6 million hectares of neglected land. But 
already in 1948, the bulk of the western lands was 
cultivated by new owners ñPolish farmers, and the total 
area of cultivated land reached almost 15 million 
hectares. Under the six -year plan, agriculture will 
receive 50-60 thousand tractors and a lot of cars. 
Further development of production cooperatives is 
envisaged on a voluntary basis; they become the main 
lever for raising agricultural production. State estates 
also acquired great importance.  

The main crops are rye and potatoes. In the 
collection of rye and potatoes, Poland occupies the 
second or third place in the world (after the USSR, 
approximately along with Germany). In addition, wheat 
is sown (more in the southwest and southeast of the 
country), oats, barley, sugar beets, and flax.  

There were not enough cattle in former Poland, and 
the quality of was not high (with the exception of t he 
best landlord households). During the war, the livestock 
population fell sharply (for example, only  1/3 of cattle 
remained). Now the livestock is being restored and 
measures are being taken to improve the breeds.  
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As a result of the successful recovery and 
development of agriculture, Poland has already 
exceeded the pre -war level of food consumption per 
capita.  

 

 
2. Industry of Poland.  

Extraction: 1ñcoal, 2ñbrown coal, 3ñoil and gas, 4ñiron ore, 
5ñzinc and lead inñnickel, 7ñtable salt; 8 ñferrous metallu rgy; 9ñ
mechanical engineering and metalworking; 10 ñshipbuilding; andñ 
chemical industry; 12 ñtextile industry; 13 ñdiversified industry; 
14ñjelly roads; 15 ñchannels; 16ñstate borders.  
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Transport and foreign trade. Within the old 
borders, Poland had one seaportñGdynia, built by the 
Polish government as a replacement for Gdansk 
(Danzig), cut off from Poland by the political border. 
Within the new borders, Poland received first -class 
ports of Gdansk and Szczecin (Stettin), moreover, 
connected with the hinterland regions of Poland with 
the help of the navigable rivers Vistula and Odra. The 
Odra is connected by a canal with the Silesian -
Dǧbrowski coal basin and is of great importance for the 
export of Polish coal. A canal is being built from the 
same basin to the Vistula. The Bydgoszcz Canal connects 
the Vistula system with the Odra system (which within 
Germany is connected to the Elbe system), and the 
Vistula system through the Bug is connected to the 
Dnieper system of the Soviet Union. Thus, Poland has 
two waterway s connecting its hinterland with the Baltic 
Sea, and one latitudinal highway connecting the 
waterways of Poland with the waterways of the USSR 
and Germany. 

But most of the waterways at the time of the 
creation of Peopleõs Democratic Poland were unsuitable 
for large ships. Now, large -scale work is under way to 
reconstruct waterways, especially the Upper Vistula and 
the East-West route (BugñMiddle VistulañWarta).  

The railway network of Poland totals 25 thousand 
km. In the western part of the country, it is de nser than 
in the eastern. Railway lines connecting the Soviet 
Union with Western European countries pass through 
Poland, including lines from Moscow through Warsaw to 
Berlin, to Prague, to Vienna. Along with them, lines are 
important; a) from the Silesian -Dombrowski region to 
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Warsaw; b) from the Silesian -Dombrowski region to 
Szczecin, Gdansk and Gdynia; c) from Warsaw to the 
same port cities. The most important railway junctions - 
Warsaw, Poznan and Katowiceñare the main junction of 
the Silesian-Dǧbrowski region, which together 
represents the largest clot of goods traffic.  

In Polandõs foreign trade, the first place is occupied 
by the Soviet Union, which exports cotton, iron, 
manganese and chrome ores, oil products, cars, 
tractors, agricultural machines, chem ical goods to 
Poland, and in addition, supplies various industrial 
equipment on credit. In 1947 and early 1948, when 
Poland was experiencing food difficulties due to a poor 
harvest, the Soviet Union supplied Poland with 5 million 
centners of grain. Poland supplies the Soviet Union with 
coal, steam locomotives and wagons, non-ferrous and 
ferrous metals, and textiles. Poland õs economic ties 
with other people õs democracies are developing. Poland 
maintains significant trade with Sweden (receiving iron 
ore from Sweden, supplying coal to Sweden). Peopleõs 
Democratic Poland has become a major figure in 
international trade.  

 
Districts  

 
The central region (Warsaw-Lodz), located along 

the middle course of the Vistula, ñis the main nucleus of 
the Polish state and the ma in settlement area of the 
Polish nation. In terms of population density, it is higher 
than other parts o f Poland, with the exception of the 
Silesian-Dǧbrowski coal basin. The two largest cities in 
Poland are located hereñWarsaw and Lodz. 
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Most of the area is dominated by agriculture, with 
the rye and potato trend typical of Poland. But Warsaw 
and Lodz with th eir suburbs are the largest 
manufacturing clusters in Poland, giving the area 
extremely important industrial significance.  

Warsaw is located on both banks of the Vistula (the 
main partñon the left bank, on the right ñthe suburb of 
Prague) at the intersectio n of the Vistula by 
international railways. It is the political and cultural 
centre  of Poland (the Academy of Sciences, the 
university and many other higher educational and 
scientific institutions), a major centre  of various 
industries. According to a six -year plan, the automobile 
industry and high -quality metallurgy are being re -
created, electrical engineering and machine building 
are expanding sharply. Former Warsaw was famous for 
its artistic and historical monuments, the beauty of its 
main streets and squares, and at the same time was a 
city of contrasts typical of the bourgeois capital: its 
workersõ quarters were poor, cramped and 
uncomfortable. Warsaw, destroyed by the German 
fascist troops, is literally reborn from the ashes by the 
creative upsurge of  the Polish workers. While restoring 
the best that was in the former Warsaw, the builders 
are at the same time creating a new Warsaw - laying 
new wide highways, building the first metro lines, 
creating comfortable urban districts in the place of 
unsightly suburbs. The population of Warsaw in 1939 
numbered 1.3 million people, in 1946 only 480 
thousand, in 1952 over 800 thousand. 

Lodz (over 600 thousand inhabitants) was an 
extremely uncomfortable, purely industrial city; now, 
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along with a growing and more ver satile than before, 
industrial significance has become an administrative and 
major cultural centre ; a university and a number of 
institutes were founded in Lodz.  

The southwestern region, which includes Upper and 
Lower Silesia, is the most important region in Poland for 
the extraction of coal, for the smelting of iron and 
steel, for the extraction and smelting of non -ferrous 
metals (zinc, lead, nickel). Here are also the main 
chemical plants in Poland, the largest power station 
complex and a significant part  of the machine -building 
and textile industries.  

The industrial core of this region is the Silesian -
Dombrowski coal basin, which has no rivals in coal 
mining up to the Donbass in the east and to the Ruhr in 
the west. In metallurgy, chemistry, and, especial ly, in 
mechanical engineering, it is much weaker than both of 
these regions. This weakness is partly the result of the 
general backwardness of the former Poland, which 
owned the eastern part of the basin, but to a large 
extent also the result of the specif ic political and 
geographical position of the region, as it developed 
before the Second World War (split into two parts, 
which broke local production ties, the position of both 
parts on the junction of the borders of three unfriendly 
states). Now, having m erged together, the Silesian -
Dombrowski basin, although it is located on the border, 
is already with the people õs democratic Czechoslovakia, 
friendly to Poland. This circumstance, in connection 
with the industrialisation  of Peopleõs Democratic 
Poland, creates favorable conditions for the 
development of the largest coal -metallurgical, machine -
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building and chemical complex here, the significance of 
which goes beyond Poland. 

The main industrial centres are Stalinogrud and 
Chorzow. Somewhat away from the coal b asin, but close 
to it, are the ancient cities of Krakow and Czestochowa. 
Krakow (over 300 thousand inhabitants) - the ancient 
capital of Poland, an important transport hub, industrial 
and cultural centre ; Krakow University is the oldest 
Polish university ( and one of the oldest in Europe). The 
largest metallurgical plant in Poland is being built near 
Krakow, and a new industrial city, Nowa Guta, is 
growing. To the west of Krakow (near Auschwitz), a 
powerful power plant has been built, and chemical 
plants are being built. South -east of Krakowñrock salt 
mines with a network of extensive underground 
galleries.  

In Lower Silesia, the economy has a mixed agro-
industrial character. Agriculture is especially developed 
along the left bank of the Oder River, which is 
characterized by fertile soils; wheat and sugar beet 
crops are widespread here. The most important city of 
Lower Silesia is Wroclaw (formerly Breslavl), an old 
Polish city, which later became in German hands the 
centre  of Germanization of this region (over 300 
thousand inhabitants). Returned to Poland in a state of 
extreme destruction, Wroclaw is being restored and 
becomes one of the largest industrial and cultural 
centres of new Poland (university). Considerable 
industry is located in the Sudetenland border ; here is 
the Walbrzych coal basin and nearby is an old nest of 
the textile industry, which is a group of small towns.  
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The northwestern region  (Poznan and Pomorie) is 
predominantly agricultural and has a high level of 
agricultural development. There is als o a widespread 
industry that processes local raw materials - sugar, 
distillery, and brewing. There are also engineering 
plants, and shipbuilding in port cities. On the basis of 
large reserves of brown coal and potash salt (southwest 
of Bydgoszcz), a large chemical industry is being 
created.  

Large cities:  Poznan (over 300 thousand 
inhabitants) ñan important industrial centre  and a 
railway junction on the Warsaw ñBerlin line, a university 
city: Gdansk (Danzig)ña port at the mouth of the 
Vistula, which forms Pol andõs main outlet to the Baltic 
Sea, with large shipyards; Gdynia, north of Gdansk, a 
commercial and military port; Szczecin - 39th port at 
the estuary of the Odra, with shipyards, metallurgical 
and automobile plants.  

The northeastern and southeastern regi ons 
(Bialystok and Olyntyn voivodships in the northeast, 
Lublin and Rzeszow in the southeast) inherited from the 
previous system the most backward agriculture and 
insignificant industry, almost exclusively small. In 
Peopleõs Democratic Poland, special atte ntion is paid to 
the development of these regions. According to the six -
year plan, the industry of the Bialystok and Lubelskie 
Voivodships will increase by more than five times. Along 
with the development of the industries that existed 
here (Bialystok), th e extraction and processing of oil (in 
the Carpathian region), the forestry and food industries, 
mechanical engineering is being created anew; a large 
automobile plant was built in Lublin. Agriculture was 
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characterized by a sharp predominance of crops of r ye 
and potatoes, only in the southeast, wheat 
predominated in places. Now the role of animal 
husbandry and industrial crops (flax, sugar beets) is 
increasing, and the industrial processing of agricultural 
products is growing.  
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CZECHOSLOVAKIA 
 
 When independent Czechoslovakia was formed (in 
1918), it included the following parts of the former 
Austria-Hungary: Czech Republic, Moravia, Silesia, 
Slovakia and Transcarpathian Ukraine.  

In 1938-1939, Nazi Germany destroyed the 
independence of the Czechoslovak Republic. At the end 
of World War II, Czechoslovakia was liberated by the 
Soviet Army.  

In accordance with the desire shown by the 
population of Transcarpathian Ukraine, and on the basis 
of a friendly agreement between the USSR and 
Czechoslovakia, Transcarpathian Ukraine became part 
of the Ukrainian SSR (June 29, 1945). 
 

 
3. Situation of Czechoslovakia  
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 The area of Czechoslovakia is 128 thousand ke. km, 
population 12.5 million. The state system is a people õs 
democratic republic of two eq ual peoplesñCzechs and 
Slovaks. The capital of Czechoslovakia is Prague. 
 

 
4. The Composition Of Czechoslovakia.  

 
According to the constitution of Czechoslovakia, in 

addition to the central state power (the National 
Assembly, the president and the governm ent), Slovakia 
has its own national authorities ñthe Slovak National 
Council and the Collegium of Plenipotentiaries, which 
ensure the autonomy of Slovakia within the framework 
of the Dinopet of the Czechoslovak state. 
Representatives of Slovaks are on equal terms rights 
with Czechs are members of the National Assembly and 
the government of Czechoslovakia.  
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The main party in Czechoslovakia is the 
Czechoslovak Communist Party, which has allied itself 
with the Social Democracy Party on the basis of 
Marxism-Leninism. She has a majority in the National 
Assembly and in the government, occupies a leading 
position in the National Front (association of democratic 
parties).  
 

Natural conditions  
 

Geographically, Czechoslovakia consists of two main 
parts: in the west ñthe Czech massif, in the east ñthe 
Carpathian mountainous country, descending to the 
Middle Danube lowland. 

The Czech massif is a low hilly country made of 
ancient crystalline rocks. The western part ñthe Czech 
Republicñis surrounded by mountains: Ģumava, the 
Czech Forest and the Ore Mountains form the Czech 
border with Germany, the Sudetenland ñwith Poland; 
The Bohemian-Moravian Upland separates the Czech 
Republic from Moravia. Within the Czech Republic, the 
plateau is inclined to the north and belongs to the basi n 
of the Elbe (in CzechñLaby), which flows into the Baltic 
Sea; The Laba receives a large tributary of the Vltava.  

Moravia, which occupies the eastern part of the 
Czech Massif, on the other hand, tilts to the south; its 
main river is the Morava, a tributar y of the Danube. 
From the north, Moravia is adjoined by a small region ñ 
Silesia, important in terms of coal wealth; here the 
river originates. Odra, which flows into the Baltic Sea. 
The passage from the Morava Valley to the Odra Valley 
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(Moravian Gate) is an important historical road between 
the Baltic Sea countries and the Danube countries.  

The climate within the Czech massif is moderately 
continental (in Prague the average temperature in 
January is -1°, July is 19°); podzolic soils are 
widespread, but alon g with them there are significant 
areas of chernozems and fertile brown soils. In the 
bowels of the earth there are large reserves of coal and 
brown coal, small reserves of iron and non -ferrous 
metals. In the northwest, at the foot of the Ore 
Mountains, there are many mineral springs; with them, 
resorts of international fame grew, including Karlovy 
Vary (Carlsbad). Here is kaolin.  

To the east of Moravia and Silesia, the Carpathians 
begin, which fill most of Slovakia. The Vysokie Tatry 
massif, reaching 2663 m of Stalinõs peak, is famous for 
the rugged beauty of rocky peaks, attracting tourists 
and climbers.  

The climate is more continent here than in the west; 
winter is much more severe. Large areas in the 
mountains are covered with forests and mountain 
pastures; beech and oak forests, coniferous in the upper 
zone. The drain of the Carpathian country faces the 
Danube, which flows along the southern outskirts of 
Slovakia. In some places, these southern outskirts 
include areas of the Middle Danube lowland with st eppe 
nature and fertile soils.  

In the Carpathian regions, there are various mineral 
resources (iron ore, coal, oil, non -ferrous metal ores). 
The proven reserves are small, but due to the 
insufficient geological exploration of Slovakia, the 
estimates of reserves cannot be considered final. 
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Mountain rivers are rich in energy, especially the Vah (a 
tributary of the Danube).  

 
Population  

 
Slavic peoplesñCzechs and Slovaksñmake up the 

bulk of the population. Of the 12.5 million population of 
Czechoslovakia, 3.5 million are in Slovakia. Czechs make 
up the majority in the west: in the Czech Republic, 
Moravia, Silesia. Slovaks, similar in language to Czechs, 
make up the majority in Slovakia. The rest of the 
nationalities are Hungarians (along the border with 
Hungary) and Ukrainians (in the east of Slovakia). Before 
World War II, there were more than 3 million Germans 
who lived mainly in the areas bordering Germany. By 
the decision of the Berlin Conference, almost all 
Germans were deported to Germany.  

Czechoslovakia is like a Slavic peninsula pushed to 
the west. Many centuries ago, the Germans managed to 
seize power over the Czech lands, and the Hungarians 
over the lands of the Slovaks. But the Czechs and 
Slovaks fought steadfastly to preserve their national 
identity an d preserved it in spite of the foreign yoke. 
The Czech people fought especially stubbornly against 
the German dominance, in whose history there are 
many heroic episodes of this struggle. Having fallen 
under the rule of fascist Germany since 1939, the 
Czechs and Slovaks resisted the invaders by all available 
means, despite the bloody terror that reached the 
destruction of entire villages along with all the 
inhabitants.  
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5. The density of the population of Czechoslovakia.  

 
The Czech people have created a high work culture 

in their country. Throughout its rich history, it has 
provided many outstanding thinkers, fighters for 
progressive ideas, and artists. Prague University in 1947 
celebrated the six hundredth anniversary of its 
foundation. In terms of educati on, Czechoslovakia could 
compete with the most developed countries. But in 
Czechoslovakia, as in other capitalist countries, science, 
education, art were subordinated to the interests of the 
bourgeoisie. Only with the establishment of the 
peopleõs democratic system did they begin to shift to 
serving the interests of the people; access to higher 
education and scientific activity was opened for workers 
and peasants; at the same time, opportunities were 
created for the cultural flourishing of Slovakia, which 
both under Austro -Hungarian rule (until 1918) and as 
part of bourgeois Czechoslovakia was a backward 
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outskirts. Before the victory of people õs democracy in 
Czechoslovakia there were 9 higher educational 
institutions, now there are 22 of them (of which 7 are  in 
Slovakia). 

The main centres of science and education are 
Prague, one of the most important cultural centres in 
Europe, Brno, Bratislava. Each of them has a university. 
In addition, Kielce, Radom and, which is especially 
characteristic, industrial cities with a predominantly 
working population ñOstrava, Plzen became large 
centres of higher education.  

 
Overview of the Economy  

 
Czechoslovakia is a developed industrial and 

agrarian country. In terms of industrial development, in 
terms of the density of the railway network, it ranks 
first among the countries of people õs democracies. The 
industry of Czechoslovakia is distinguished by i ts 
versatility: it is developed as a heavy industry ñmining 
(especially coal), metallurgical, mechanical 
engineering, chemical, and light ñtextile, glass and 
porcelain, footwear, woodworking, sugar. Manufactured 
products make up the bulk of Czechoslovak expo rts and 
many of them are widely known abroad. According to 
the plan for 1953, the extraction of coal will reach 25 
million tons, brown coal 38 million tons, steel smelting 
4.5 million tons. The production of machines, including 
electric motors, tractors, t rucks, and production 
machines, is especially growing. This will make it 
possible to re -equip and expand Czechoslovak industry 
and mechanize agriculture; in addition, Czechoslovakia 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kielce
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Radom
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is exporting cars in increasing numbers to other people õs 
democracies, helping them to industrialize. The 
chemical industry is developing rapidly, including those 
of its branches that were almost absent in the former 
Czechoslovakia (the production of synthetic gasoline, 
synthetic rubber).  

 
6. Industry of Czechoslovakia.  

 
In the  development of agriculture according to the 

five -year plan, cooperative production, based on a 
network of machine -tractor stations, plays a decisive 
role. State farms are also important for the transition to 
socialism; their role is especially significant  in the field 
of animal husbandry and seed production.  

A legacy from the previous regime remained a sharp 
unevenness in the level of development of the west and 
east of Czechoslovakia. The Czech parts of the country 
(Czech Republic, Moravia, Silesia) have long been 
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distinguished by a higher level of development than 
Slovakia. The Czech bourgeoisie, which dominated the 
former Czechoslovakia, not only did not smooth out, but 
even intensified this inequality. Almost all large -scale 
industry was concentrated in  the western regions. They 
have a much denser and better equipped transport 
network than in the east. Therefore, among the 
important tasks carried out according to the national 
economic plan is large-scale industrial and transport 
construction in Slovakia.  Improving transport links 
between the Czech regions and Slovakia is also an 
important task.  

 
Regions 

 
Czech regions. 1 As can be seen from the above, the 

western regions play a leading role in the industrial 
development of Czechoslovakia, they are the larg est 
cities and the main cadres of the Czechoslovak working 
class. 

Actually the Czech Republic, which was the core of 
the Czech state in the Middle Ages, and in modern times 
has become the core of the Czechoslovak state, 
occupies the northwestern part of th e country, 

                                                           
1 It should be borne in mind that the Czech part of Czechoslovakia 

until 1949 was administratively divided into two lands: 1) Czech 

Republic, 2) Moravia and Silesia. In 1949, both the Czech lands and 

Slovakia were divided into small regions totalling 19. The new 

administr ative division brings the authorities closer to the masses. 

The concepts of Czech Republic, Moravia, Silesia now have only 

historical and geographical, but not administrative, meaning.  
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representing a quadrangle in shape with hills along the 
edges. 

Prague (about 1 million inhabitants), located in the 
central part of the Czech Republic, is only 80 km from 
the German border and 100 km from the Polish border. 
Prague is an old political and cultural centre  of the 
Czech people, an important transport hub and a centre  
for a diverse manufacturing industry (in which 
mechanical engineering and electrical engineering stand 
out). Picturesquely located in the hilly valley of the 
navigable Vltava River, rich in historical monuments and 
cultural and educational institutions, Prague deservedly 
enjoys the fame of one of the most attractive cities in 
foreign Europe.  

Pilsen (120 thousand inhabitants), located south -
west of Prague, near a small coa l basin, is an industrial 
city famous for large machine -building and military 
plants; Another attraction is the breweries that occupy 
a separate part of the city.  

Along the northern edge of the Czech Republic, 
along the Sudetenland, there are numerous fact ory 
towns and villages with cotton, woolen, linen factories 
(the main textile centre  of Liberec) and glass factories. 
The main lignite basins are located along the Ore 
Mountains, along with the metal -working and chemical 
industries; near the city of Most i s the largest chemical 
plant named after Comrade Stalin (built by the Germans 
during the Second World War and became Soviet 
property as a war trophy, it was donated to the peoples 
of Czechoslovakia). The Labe (Elbe) plain is 
distinguished by a developed agriculture with crops of 



84 

 

wheat and sugar beets, with intensive livestock raising 
and food industry (especially sugar refining).  

This direction of agriculture is also characteristic of 
the Morava Valley, which forms the main core of 
Moravia. The main city of  Moravia, Brno (about 300 
thousand inhabitants) is a major centre  of mechanical 
engineering and the wool industry. In the town of 
Gotvaldow (formerly Elin), there are huge shoe factories 
that belonged to the Czech òshoe kingó Bath; now these 
factories belo ng to the people, the òshoe kingó in exile 
along with many other enemies of the Czech people.  

Czech Silesia, located next to Polish Silesia, 
concentrates most of the coal mining, coke chemistry 
and ferrous metallurgy of Czechoslovakia, as well as a 
signifi cant part of mechanical engineering, especially 
heavy machinery. For the development of this border 
area, the establishment of good -neighborly relations 
between Czechoslovakia and Poland (instead of the 
former hostile ones), which occurred with the victory  of 
the peopleõs democratic system in these countries, is 
extremely favorable. Industrial centreñOstrava (about 
200 thousand inhabitants) on the river. Audre. Under 
the peopleõs democratic rule, Ostrava, in addition to 
growing industrial significance (the largest metallurgical 
plant in Czechoslovakia was being built), acquired a 
major cultural and educational significance (the Higher 
Mining School and many other educational institutions 
and cultural institutions were created).  

 
Slovakia.  Until recently, agr iculture and forestry 

predominated in Slovakia, now industry is taking an 
increasingly large place. Most of the territory is 
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occupied by forests and pastures. In the south, where 
the edge of the Middle Danube lowland enters the 
territory of Slovakia, wheat , barley, and sometimes 
sugar beets are sown. In the mountain valleys, rye, oats 
are sown, potatoes are planted; cattle breeding is 
developed on mountain pastures. The timber industry 
and woodworking play an important role. Handicrafts 
are widespread in th e Slovak countryside: peasants spin, 
weave, sew homespun clothes and embroider them with 
colourful patterns, make a variety of wooden utensils, 
beautifully paint pottery. In addition, until recently, the 
industry of Slovakia was limited to paper and textil e 
mills, and small metallurgical plants. Now in Slovakia, 
industry is rapidly expanding, partly through the 
transfer of enterprises from the western regions, partly 
through new construction (including the construction of 
chemical and pulp plants, as well a s a large 
metallurgical plant). For this, the rich hydropower and 
forest resources of Slovakia, as well as its medium -
sized, but diverse mineral resources, are used. On the 
river New power plants have been built and are being 
built, with them industrial ce ntres are being created 
just in that part of Slovakia, which was previously 
distinguished by the greatest backwardness. In 1952, 
industrial production in Slovakia was almost four and a 
half times higher than the pre -war level.  

The main city of Slovakia is Bratislava (about 200 
thousand inhabitants)ñan industrial and cultural centre , 
a port on the Danube. Bratislava is located on the 
southwestern outskirts of Slovakia, but this outskirts is 
the most fertile and densely populated part of the 
country; the main  transport arteries of Slovakia 
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converge here. In Bratislava and its environs, apart from 
Slovaks, a significant number of Hungarians live. In the 
east of Slovakia, the city of Kosice stands out, a growing 
industrial and cultural centre . A metallurgical pl ant is 
being built near it, which will produce over a million 
tons of steel per year; it will become the backbone of 
the heavy industry in Slovakia. A university was founded 
in Kosice, the second in Slovakia (after Bratislava).  
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HUNGARY 
 
Hungary is located along the middle Danube. It 

shares borders with five states ñthe Soviet Union, 
Romania, Yugoslavia, Austria, Czechoslovakia. Area 93 
thousand sq. km\population 9.2 million Capital ñ 
Budapest. 

After the First World War, which led the A ustro-
Hungarian monarchy to collapse, a revolutionary 
movement arose in Hungary. The insurgent proletariat 
seized power and organized the Soviet government. The 
Hungarian Soviet Republic, which held out in extremely 
difficult conditions from March 21 to Au gust 1, 1919, 
was crushed by the forces of the Entente and its vassals 
with the assistance of the social democratic traitors to 
the working class. The Hungarian bourgeoisie dealt with 
the workers and peasants with fierce terror. In the 
Second World War, Hungary took part on the side of 
Nazi Germany. 

After part of the territory of Hungary was cleared by 
the Soviet Army from the fascist German -Hungarian 
troops, the Provisional National Government of Hungary 
was formed in Debrecen (December 22, 1944). It broke  
the alliance with Germany and declared war on her. 
Budapest was taken by the Soviet Army after a month 
and a half siege and stubborn fighting; Soviet troops 
captured it completely on February 13, 1945. The 
National Assembly, elected in November 1945, 
proclaimed Hungary a republic. Overcoming the fierce 
resistance of internal and external reactionary forces, 
the Hungarian people followed the path of democratic 
transformations leading to socialism. The leading 
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position in the political life of People õs Democratic 
Hungary is occupied by the Hungarian Workersõ Party, 
which united the Communist and Social Democratic 
Parties on the initiative of the Communists (the 
reactionary wing of the latter was excluded).  

 
Natural conditions.  In contrast to neighboring 

Czechoslovakia, Hungary is predominantly a flat 
country. Within its limits is a large part of the Middle 
Danube, or Hungarian lowland. The Danube and its 
tributary the Tisza cross the lowlands from north to 
south. The climate is continental: hot, dry summers, 
relatively severe winters; strong winds are frequent. By 
its nature, the Hungarian lowland is a steppe with 
fertile soils (chernozem or chestnut); most of them are 
plowed up. In places, however, fertile lands alternate 
with hilly sands; to strengthen and us e the sands, 
acacias, pines, poplars, grapes and fruit trees are 
planted on them.  

The flat and steppe character is most characteristic 
of eastern Hungary. The western part is hilly and richer 
in precipitation. The low Central Hungarian mountains 
rise here.  They consist of separate arrays with different 
names. The most significant of them is the Wakonian 
Forest (up to 700 m with a little); at its foot there is a 
large lake Balaton, the picturesque shores of which are 
famous for their resorts.  

In the extreme north, the Hungarian lowland is 
bordered by the spurs of the Carpathians, rising to 1000 
m. 
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The main mineral resources of Hungary are located 
in the regions of the Central Hungarian mountains and 
the Carpathian region, that is, in the west and north of 
the country. These include rich deposits of bauxite 
(ranked among the first in the world), significant 
deposits of coal (mainly brown), oil and iron ore.  

 
Population.  Hungary is nationally homogeneous: 

almost the entire population is made up of Hungarians 
(or Magyars). By language, they belong to the Finno -
Ugric group of peoples. In the course of their 
migrations, the ancestors of modern Hungarians mixed 
with various peoples, and based on the middle Danube, 
they mixed here with the Slavs ñthe earlier inhabitan ts 
of this region; that is why there are many Slavic roots in 
the Hungarian language. Over 3 million Hungarians live 
within the neighboring states of Hungary (most of all in 
Romania). 

 
Economy.  Agriculture employs over half of the 

population. Until 1945, t he dominant class was the large 
pomegranates; they owned over 40% of the entire land. 
Main the mass of farmers consisted of land -poor 
peasants and labourers. The new government has 
carried out a land reform: 700 thousand.  Landless and 
landless peasants received land at the expense of 
landlord estates. The agrarian reform eliminated the 
landowning nobility, which was one of the main pillars 
of reaction in Hungary. But it did not liquidate the 
kulaks. The most important  Cooperation of the 
peasantry for joint cultivation of the land, accompanied 
by the mechanization of agriculture, is important for 
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the final elimination of the exploiting classes in the 
Hungarian countryside and for the economic advance of 
the working peasantry. In 1952, in production 
cooperatives and state farms were about a third of the 
total arable area, mo re than 400 MTS worked. A large 
work on the arrangement of irrigation of dry lands. 
Canal is under construction  DanubeñTissa (110 km 
long). An extensive reservoir and a large hydroelectric 
power plant are being built on the upper Tisza. From 
here the Main Zatissky Canal is being laid to the south; 
he will serve  for shipping, and especially for irrigation 
of the Pashta Hortobágyñuntil recently the most 
backward and desolate part of Hungary.  

 

 
 

7. Industry In Hungary.  
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By percentage of arable land (60%), Hungary is in 
the first place among the countries of people õs 
democracy; on the territory occupied by forest (12%) ñ 
in last place. Most  eastern Hungary is treeless; here the 
afforestation work c arried out by the people õs 
government is of particular importance. Big  part of the 
sown area is occupied by grain crops, among which are 
dominated by wheat and corn. From other cultures  
grapes, tobacco, sugar beets, sunflowers are important. 
Recently, cott on growing and rice sowing. Livestock 
breeding is of great importance ñbreeding pigs and 
cattle, horse breeding, poultry farming.  

In terms of industrial development, Hungary is 
inferior to Czechoslovakia, but surpasses the Balkan 
countries. The mining industry plays a significant role, 
including the extraction of coal (in 1951 ñover 16 million 
tons), bauxite, and oil. The leading place in the 
manufacturing industry is occupied by the metalworking 
and machine-building industries, which rely on 
significant meta llurgy (smelting of iron, steel, 
aluminum). Steel smelting according to the plan in 1954 
will reach 2.2 million tons (against 850 thousand in 
1949). Other important industries are food (flour 
milling, sugar refining, etc.) and textile. Already in 
1950, the production of Hungarian industry was more 
than twice the pre -war level. The largest new building 
of the five -year plan (for 1950 -1954), which is being 
successfully implemented in Hungary, is the iron and 
steel works on the Danube (50-60 km south of 
Budapest); the new industrial city of Stalinvaros 
(Stalinõs city) is growing here.  
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As an industrial centre , it concentrates most of the 
countryõs manufacturing industry and is distinguished by 
a versatile sectoral composition (the various mechanical 
engineering with electrical engineering and the food 
industry, including huge steam mills, stand out 
especially). As a transport hub, it is not only the main 
railway junction and river port of Hungary, but is also of 
great importance for the links between Central and 
South-Eastern Europe. As a political centre , Budapest 
concentrates central government bodies, the largest 
cadres of the working class and the central bodies of 
the Hungarian Workersõ Party. Budapest is no less 
important as a cultural centre  (Academy of Sciences and 
other scientific institutions, the largest university in 
Hungary, numerous museums, etc.). In terms of 
population (1.5 million, including the suburbs), 
Budapest exceeds the next largest cities in Hungary by 
more than 10 times. Budapest is beautif ully located on 
both banks of the wide Danube (Pest is the main part of 
the city, on the flat left bank; Buda is on the heights of 
the right bank). Among the main decorations of 
Budapest are its embankments and bridges, rebuilt by 
the Hungarian people afte r they were destroyed during 
the Second World War. 

In the former Hungary, there was a sharp contrast 
between the huge capital city and much of the country, 
which had a predominantly rural character. In eastern 
Hungary, which was characterized by the greate st 
backwardness, many even large cities were essentially 
overgrown villagesñmost of their population was 
engaged in agriculture. In People õs Democratic Hungary, 
this opposition is eliminated. The law on the five -year 
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plan, along with the general tasks of industrialisation , 
emphasizes the task of raising the backward regions and 
industrial development of their centres ñSzeged, 
Debrecen and a number of other cities. New industrial 
construction, in contrast to the previous one, is located 
mainly outside of Buda pest.  

 

 
 

8. Map of the Balkan Peninsula in 1914  
 
In northern Hungary, where coal and iron ore are 

mined, there are a number of centres of heavy industry; 
the main one is Migikolc with the largest metallurgical 
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plants in Hungary. But in the future it will be surpassed 
by the new metallurgical centre  Stalinvaros, the 
creation of which will play a large role in the 
transformation of the adjacent regions.  

 

 
 

9. Modern map of the Balkan Peninsula.  
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ROMANIA 
 
Romania is located along the lower course of the 

Danube and on both sides of the Carpathians, in the 
east it is adjacent to the Black Sea. It shares borders 
with the Soviet Union, Hungary, Yugoslavia and 
Bulgaria. Area 238 thousand sq. km; population 16 
million. Capital ñBucharest. 

Before World War I Romania consisted of Wallachia, 
Moldavia and Dobrudja. After the war, Romania 
annexed a number of regions that belonged to Austria -
Hungary, including Transylvania and Bukovina. In 
addition, Romania forcibly seized Bessarabia from the 
Soviet Union. The Soviet Union did not recognize 
Romaniaõs rights to Bessarabia. On June 26, 1940, the 
Soviet government proposed to the Romanian 
government to return Bessarabia, as well as to transfer 
to the Soviet Union the Northern Bukovina inhabited by 
Ukrainians. The Romanian government accepted these 
legitimate and fair proposals. Bessarabia and Northern 
Bukovina became part of the USSR. 

Before World War II, there was a reactionary 
dictatorship in Romania, close to fascism. By order of 
Nazi Germany, Romania entered the war with the  Soviet 
Union. 

As a result of the victories of the Soviet Army, which 
defeated Nazi Germany, Romania was liberated.  

On August 24, 1944, after changing the government, 
Romania surrendered, broke off relations with Germany 
and entered the war with her. On Au gust 31, Soviet 
troops entered Bucharest. Ate the expulsion of the 
Germans in Romania, a national democratic front was 
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formed, which united all the progressive forces of the 
country. In 1945-1947. Romania was a kingdom with a 
National Democratic Front gove rnment. At the end of 
1947, the Romanian king abdicated the throne. Romania 
became a peopleõs republic. The leading role in the 
political life of the country is played by the Romanian 
Workersõ Party, which united the Communist and Social 
Democratic Parties on the initiative of the communists 
(the reactionary wing of the latter was excluded).  

 
Natural conditions.  Romania is divided into two 

parts by a wide arc of the Carpathian Mountains. 
Between the Danube, its tributary Prut and the outer 
edge of the Carpathians, there are the old regions of 
Romania: Wallachia and Moldavia. Most of them are 
occupied by the Lower Danube lowland, which, closer to 
the Carpathians, is replaced by hilly hills. Dobrudzha, 
located between the Danube and the Black Sea, is 
mainly a low plateau, hilly in places, especially in the 
north. Inside the Carpathian arc is the Transylvanian 
plateau, crossed by mountain ranges and indented by 
river valleys. In the west, the plateau declines and 
passes into the Middle Danube lowland, the easter n 
edge of which belongs to Romania. The Carpathians (the 
southern part of them is called the Transylvanian Alps) 
reaches 2500 m. 

The Black Sea coast is poorly indented. The sea near 
the coast is shallow. The coast is mostly low, with many 
lagoons. The northern part of the coast is occupied by 
the vast Danube Delta.  

The Danube for Romania is mainly a border river, 
but part of its lower course belongs to Romania (on both 
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banks). On the border of Romania and Yugoslavia, the 
Danube breaks through between the Carpathians and 
the Balkan Mountains in gorges, forming the Iron Gate 
gorge. Below the Danube goes into a wide floodplain, in 
many places it is accompanied by a labyrinth of 
branches, swamps, lakes, islands. In the delta, the 
Danube is divided into three lar ge branches (ògirlaó); of 
these, the middle ñSulinsky arm, straightened and 
deepened, serves for the passage of sea vessels (going 
up to Braila). The highest water on the lower Danube 
occurs from April to June, the lowest in September. The 
lower Danube freezes on average for 40-50 days a year, 
but winters do occur without freezing. The Danube 
itself (at the Iron Gates) and its tributaries contain 
powerful reserves of energy.  

The Carpathians and their spurs are wooded. Largest 
areas valuable forestsñin South Bukovina and 
Transylvania. There is a lot of beech (hence the name 
Bukovina) and oak in the forests. In general, forests 
cover about 1/4 of Romania õs area. The nature of the 
low-lying regions of Romania has a steppe character.  

The main mineral resources are concentrated on the 
hills adjacent to the Carpathian Mountains. Of greatest 
importance is the oil lying along the southern and 
eastern foothills of the Carpathians. There are large 
reserves of natural gas and salt. Less large are the 
reserves of coal (mainly brown) and various metal ores ñ 
iron, manganese, gold, silver, lead, zinc, copper.  

 
Population.  In Wallachia, Moldavia and Dobrudja, 

almost the entire population consists of Romanians. By 
language, Romanians belong to the Romance group; the 
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Romanian language developed on the basis of the Latin 
language brought by the conquerors - the Romans. But it 
underwent strong Slavic influence and differs from 
other Romance languages in the abundance of Slavic 
elements.  

In Transylvania, a significant part of the po pulation 
is formed by national minorities; of these, the most 
numerous are Hungarians, followed by Germans. In 
addition, there are gypsies and Jews in Romania. In 
many parts of Transylvania there is a complex strip of 
Romanians and Hungarians. This was the source of 
national contradictions in Romania and enmity between 
Romania and Hungary until the peopleõs democratic 
power eliminated national inequality, and with it the 
òTransylvanian questionó. In 1952, the Hungarian 
Autonomous Region was formed in Transylvania.  

In former Romania, the percentage of illiterates was 
very high. Now illiteracy is quickly eliminated and, 
according to the five -year plan, it should finally 
disappear. Along with general measures to raise and 
restructure public education, to create  new and re-
educate old cadres of scientific and technical 
intelligentsia, great attention is paid to the cultural 
upsurge of national minorities.  

Bucharest (more correctly Bucuresti), which is the 
most important political, cultural and industrial centre  
of the country (more than 1 million inhabitants), stands 
out sharply among the cities. More than 100 thousand 
inhabitants include cities: Iasi (the centre  of Moldova), 
Cluj, Timisoara, Ploiesti, Braila.  
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Economy.  Romania was mainly an agricultural 
country, now it is implementing socialist 
industrialisation  on the basis of a planned economy. 
Before the land reform of 1945, the majority of the 
Romanian peasantry were land-poor poor, who were in 
debt bondage to the state, landlords and kulaks. The 
technical lev el of the farm was low. The new 
government carried out a land reform; the peasantry 
received about 1.4 million hectares of landlord õs land 
and receives aid from the state with machines, 
fertilizers, and seeds.  

The main crops are wheat and corn. Viticulture  and 
wine-making, tobacco growing, sunflower crops are 
widespread; in the last years before the Second World 
War, the sowing of soybeans took a significant place. 
Cotton crops, previously insignificant, are now 
expanding. Cattle breeding is of great import ance, 
especially in the Carpathians and Dobrudja.  

Romania is the only country in Europe (except for 
the USSR) with large oil production (over 8 million tons 
per year; in 1955, according to the plan, production will 
reach 10 million tons). The centre  of the  oil region is 
Ploiesti (oil refineries). In the region of Resita (in the 
west of the country), coal and iron ore are mined, there 
are metallurgical and metal -working plants. In the past, 
the most widespread branches of the manufacturing 
industry were food , textile and woodworking. Of the 
branches of mechanical engineering, the most 
significant are locomotive and car building; of the new 
industries created by the people õs democratic 
government with the help of the Soviet Union, tractor 
building in Stalin an d equipment for the oil industry 
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stand out. The main and most diverse manufacturing 
centre  in terms of the composition of industries is 
Bucharest. Romania, later than other European 
countries of people õs democracies, carried out the 
nationalization of indu stry, banks, transport and 
switched to economic planning. Significant role in this 
played the fact that Romania until the end of 1947 
remained a monarchy; around the king were homegrown 
reactionaries and Anglo-American saboteurs who sought 
to overthrow the  peopleõs democratic government and 
tried to prevent progressive transformations. The 
liquidation of the monarchy, the exposure of the 
criminal activities of the agents of imperialism and their 
Romanian accomplices, the brilliant victory of the 
Peopleõs Democratic Front in the elections to the Grand 
National Assembly (in March 1948) and the adoption of a 
new constitution (1952) strengthened the people õs 
democratic system and cleared the path for Romanian 
democracy leading to socialism. Five -year plan is 
implemented ahead of schedule (for 1951 -1955), whose 
main task is to build the economic base of socialism. 
The plan places particular emphasis on electrification 
(with water power and low -grade coal) and the 
development of heavy industry; of the power plants 
under construction, the largest (on the Bistritsa River, a 
tributary of the Seret, 210 thousand kett) bears the 
name of V. I. Lenin.  

Production and use of natural gas are growing 
strongly. Non-ferrous metallurgy (in the Baia Mare 
region) is expanding sharply. Smelting of steel, 
previously insignificant, at the end of the five -year plan 
will exceed 1 million tons. With regard to agriculture, 
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the task has been set of its gradual socialist 
restructuring through the creation of collective farms on 
the basis of the complete voluntariness of the working 
peasantry; by the end of the five -year plan, the socialist 
sector should take a dominant place in agriculture.  

 

 
10. Industry in Romania  

 
A plan of field -protective afforestation has been 

developed and is being implemented in the territory 
bordering with Bulgaria, as well as in the neighboring 
Bulgarian territory. Works on land reclamation and 
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agricultural development of the Danube Delta are 
underway. 

The Danube and the Black Sea are of great 
importance for Romaniaõs trade relations. In 1949, the 
construction of a canal from the town of Cernavoda on 
the Danube to the Black Sea began. The canal will 
create a straightened outlet of the Danube to the sea, 
will serve to irrigate the arid Dobrudja, and will 
contribute to  the industrial development of this region. 
At the end of the five -year plan, construction of the 
Bucharest-Danube canal will begin. The main ports of 
Romania are Constanta on the Black Sea (commercial 
and military port, the exit of the pipeline from the o il 
region of Ploiesti), Galati  and Bratislavañon the 
Danube. The main export items are oil products 
(gasoline, kerosene), grain, timber, steam locomotives 
and wagons. 
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BULGARIA 
 
Bulgaria is located in the eastern part of the Balkan 

Peninsula. In the east, it adjoins the Black Sea, in the 
north it borders with Romania (mostly along the 
Danube), in the west with Yugoslavia, in the south with 
Greece and Turkey. 

After the First World War, Bulgaria was taken away 
(and given to Greece) access to the Aegean Sea. The 
area of Bulgaria is 111 thousand sq. km; population 7.2 
million. Capital ñSofia. 

Before World War II, Bulgaria was considered a 
parliamentary monarchy (kingdom); in fact, a fascist 
dictatorship was established there, acting at the behest 
of f ascist Germany. Bulgaria entered the war on the 
side of Germany. The Bulgarian people resisted this 
anti -national policy.  

It is significant that the rulers of Bulgaria did not 
dare to directly declare war on the Soviet Union - it was 
impossible because of the deep sympathy of the 
Bulgarian people for the USSR. 

At the beginning of September 1944, units of the 
Soviet Army that defeated the German -Romanian troops 
reached the Bulgarian border. On September 5, the 
Soviet Union declared war on monarchist -fascist 
Bulgaria, which was actually at war with the USSR; but a 
few days later the Bulgarian people revolted, the power 
of the German henchmen was overthrown, and Bulgaria 
declared war on Germany. The Soviet troops that 
entered the country were greeted with joy b y the 
population.  



104 

 

The government of the Fatherland Front came to 
power (September 9), which united anti -fascist 
democratic forces. Bulgaria took a new path ñthe path 
of democratic reconstruction of the country, close 
friendship with the Soviet Union, as wel l as with other 
democratic countries. Since 1946 Bulgaria has become a 
peopleõs republic.  

 

 
11. Bulgaria.  

 
Natural conditions.  The Balkan Mountains (in 

Bulgarian-Stara Planina), rising up to 2400 m, stretch 
almost in the middle of Bulgaria, dividing it in to two 
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parts, different in natural conditions. To the north of 
the Balkan Mountains stretches the Bulgarian Plateau, 
which descends to the Danube Valley. Here continental 
climate, steppe vegetation, droughts occur. Crops of 
wheat and corn are widespread. T he northern slopes of 
the Balkan Mountains are covered with beech and oak 
forests, the upper zone and the southern (steeper) 
slopes are almost treeless. There are many passes 
through the Balkan Mountains; railways have been laid 
in three places. To the sou th of the Balkans lies the 
lowland along the Maritza and Tundzha rivers. The 
climate here is already close to the Mediterranean; 
besides grain crops, tobacco growing, cotton growing 
and silkworm growing are well developed; at the foot of 
the Balkans in the  picturesque Karlovsk and Kazanlak 
valleys-rose culture (for making rose oil). To the west is 
the Sofia Basin, which forms an important transport 
hub, where the routes from the Morava Valley to the 
Maritsa Valley (Belgrade-Sofia-Istanbul railway) and 
from the Danube Valley to the Aegean Sea cross. The 
southwestern part of Bulgaria is occupied by the high 
Rhodope Mountains with Stalin Peak (2925 m), the 
highest point of the entire Balkan Peninsula. Here, 
tobacco is sown in the valleys, there is a lot of fore st in 
the mountains, sheep and goats are grazed in treeless 
areas. Forests in general occupy about half of Bulgaria, 
constituting one of its important treasures. The 
mountainous regions of Bulgaria (especially the Rhodope 
Mountains) contain large hydropowe r resources. 

Coal (mainly brown) is of the greatest importance 
among the mineral resources of Bulgaria. There are 
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various metal oresñcopper, zinc -lead, iron, chromium, 
manganese. 

 
Population.  Bulgarians belonging to the South Slavic 

peoples make up the vast majority of the population; 
the rest are Macedonians (similar in language to the 
Bulgarians), Turks, and Gypsies. 

Bulgarians, who had been under the Turkish yoke for 
almost five centuries, managed to defend and develop 
their language and national culture . The long-standing 
ties of the Bulgarians with the fraternal Russian people - 
the liberator of Bulgaria, with the advanced currents of 
the Russian public were of great importance here. But 
the economic backwardness of Bulgaria and the 
reactionary policy o f its rulers impeded the 
development of Bulgarian culture. Only with the 
emergence of the people õs democratic power were 
conditions created for the real flourishing of the 
Bulgarian people, as well as of the national minorities of 
Bulgaria. The peopleõs government carried out 
compulsory primary education, widely opened access to 
higher and secondary education for the working and 
peasant youth. The Bulgarian Academy of Sciences was 
reorganized. Science and teaching are placed at the 
service of socialist construction and are training 
scientific and technical personnel, the need for which is 
enormous. Cultural ties with the USSR and with the 
countries of people õs democracies are growing stronger. 

According to the 1946 census, three quarters of the 
population li ved in rural settlements, and one quarter in 
cities. Of the cities, Sofia stands out sharply - the most 
important economic, political and cultural centre  of the 
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country (435 thousand inhabitants), in second place is 
Plovdivñthe centre  of the fertile Marits a valley (125 
thousand inhabitants). Other important cities are Stalin, 
Burgas (ports on the Black Sea), Ruse (port on the 
Danube), Dimitrovo (mining centre ). In connection with 
the industrial and cultural development of the People õs 
Democratic Bulgaria, t he growth of cities has increased, 
new cities are emerging; In 1947, the merger of a 
number of settlements formed the city of Dimitrovgrad 
(on the Maritsa River, near a large brown coal basin), 
which became one of the main centres of new industrial 
construction. Many places in Bulgaria remind of the 
glory of the Russian troops who liberated Bulgaria in the 
war of 1877-1878; among themñthe city of Plevna 
(more correctly Pleven), the Shipka pass.  

 
Economy.  By the time the Fatherland Front 

government was formed, Bulgaria was an agrarian 
country. Unlike other countries of people õs 
democracies, there were no landowners in Bulgaria. 
Most of the farmers are small peasants who suffered 
from a lack of land and were exploited by the kulaks. 
The Bulgarian peasantry has long been famous for their 
hard work; Bulgarian gardeners are known for their art 
far beyond the borders of Bulgaria. Nonetheless due to 
the smallness of farms (moreover, usually fragmented 
into separate pieces), due to low technology and a lack 
of fertil izers, the productivity of the land was low. Less 
than 1/10 of the independent population was employed 
in industry (against almost 80% of those employed in 
agriculture). Moreover, the entire economy of Bulgaria 
was in a state of ruin.  
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12. Agriculture in Bulgaria.  

 
With the establishment of the people õs democratic 

power, vigorous economic construction began, rapidly 
changing the face of the country. An agrarian reform 
has been carried out: landless and land -poor peasants 
have been endowed with land by seiz ing surplus land 
from larger owners. Even more important the 
organization of labor cooperative farms and machine -
tractor stations, which is becoming more widespread 
(by the beginning of 1953, cooperatives united over 53% 
of all peasant farms, 140 MTS worked).  
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A two-year plan for the restoration and development 
of the national economy (for 1947 -1948) was carried out 
and a five-year plan (for 1949 -1953) is being fulfilled 
ahead of schedule, the main political and economic task 
of which is to build the foundat ions of socialism through 
the industrialisation  and electrification of the country.  

In agriculture, the main place is occupied by grain 
crops (over 80% of the total sown area); wheat and corn 
are sown most of all; in the valley of the Maritsa and 
along the Danube they also sow rice. But in the 
Bulgarian export the first place is occupied by tobacco, 
the culture of which is especially developed in the 
southern part of the country; Bulgarian tobacco is 
renowned for its high quality. Gardening, melon 
growing, viticulture are of great importance.  

In southern Bulgaria, in the basins of the Maritsa and 
Struma rivers, cotton growing has been rapidly 
developing. In northern Bulgaria, agriculture is mainly 
grain oriented, in southern Bulgaria it is distinguished by 
a great variety and a significant role of industrial crops. 
Livestock raising is mostly of secondary importance in 
agriculture, poultry farming is widespread.  

In view of the aridity of a significant part of the 
country, it is very important to create field -protective 
forest plantations, which began on a planned basis in 
1949, as well as the construction of reservoirs and 
irrigation canals.  

Coal mining, which is the main branch of the mining 
industry in Bulgaria, produced over 7 million tons in 
1952. The mining centre  is Dimitrove (formerly Pernik), 
southwest of Sofia, but along with it, production is 
growing in the Maritsa coal basin, near Dimitrovgrad. 
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During the implementation of the five -year plan, several 
large power plants (fueled by coal and water energ y) 
have been built, and a number of new ones are under 
construction. The main manufacturing industries are 
textiles, food and tobacco. But the extraction and 
processing of metal ore is growing rapidly, metallurgy, 
mechanical engineering, and the chemical i ndustry are 
almost anew. A large cement plant and a chemical plant 
were built in Dimitrovgrad; the latter, along with 
Dimitrovo, becomes the centre  of heavy industry. 
Socialist emulation and shock work took on a wide scale 
among the working people of Bulga ria.  
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ALBANIA 
 
Albania is a mountainous country in the west of the 

Balkan Peninsula, between Yugoslavia, Greece and the 
Adriatic Sea. Area 28 thousand sq. km; population 1.2 
million. Until 1912, Albania belonged to Turkey, in 1912 
it separated into a state that actually became a toy in 
the hands of the imperialist states. After World War I, 
she became dependent on Italy and in 1939 it was 
captured by Italy. Under Turkish and Italian rule, 
Albania was a backward and poor country. The 
landowners had the best lands, the peasantry lived in 
poverty and lack of rights.  

The Italo -fascist occupation caused enormous 
damage to Albania, the Albanian people courageously 
resisted the invaders and drove them out even before 
the end of the Second World War. The decisive role in 
this was played by the victories of the Soviet Army, 
which crushed the strength of the fascist powers. After 
their liberation, the Albanian people first began to 
freely build their economy and political order. In 
January 1946 g. The Constituent Assembly, elected by 
the Albanian people, proclaimed Albania a People õs 
Republic. Leading role in political life Albania is played 
by the Communist Party (since 1948ñthe Party of 
Labor), which arose in the struggle for liberation of 
Albania, rallying the progressive forces of the Albanian 
people. One of the first steps of the people õs 
democratic power was the land reform, which destroyed 
landlord landownership, endowed landless and landless 
peasants. 
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The main place in the agriculture of Alban ia is 
occupied by cattle -breedingñsheep, goats, cattle. In 
the valleys and coastal lowlands, livestock raising is 
combined with agriculture; sow most of all corn and 
wheat. Sowings of rice and industrial crops ñcotton, 
tobacco, and sugar beets ñ are developing. Of the fruit 
crops, olives and citrus fruits are of great importance.  

 

 - 
13. Albania  
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The bowels of Albania are rich in minerals, including 
oil, copper, chromite, asphalt. Oil production is of the 
greatest importance. In accordance with the five -year 
plan for the development of the national economy, 
which is being implemented in Albania, industrial 
construction and the development of agriculture are 
taking place through its mechanization and the 
development of production cooperation. Built: a cotton 
plant named after Stalin, a sugar factory, a large 
hydroelectric power station named after Lenin. Dozens 
of new industrial enterprises are under construction. 
The equipment for them is supplied by the Soviet Union. 
The USSR supplies Albania with tractors. Swamps are 
drained and drylands are irrigated. This led to a 
significant expansion of the cultivated area. The first 
railways were built.  

Along with the construction of the material basis of 
socialism, extensive construction has been launched in 
the field o f public education and culture. The number 
of primary schools in comparison with pre -war time by 
the end of 1951 increased more than threefold.  

Three institutes were opened ñagricultural, 
pedagogical and polytechnic, while earlier in Albania 
there was not a  single higher educational institution. 
Hundreds of Albanian students study in higher 
educational institutions of the Soviet Union and 
countries of people õs democracies. 

The capital of Albania, Tirana, becomes a major 
industrial and cultural centre  under t he peopleõs 
democratic rule. The main seaport is Durres (Durazzo).  

Unlike other people õs democracies, Albania is in a 
hostile environment. Armed provocations of the 
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Yugoslav and Greek fascists, carrying out the will of the 
American-British warmongers, do n ot stop on its 
borders. Spies and saboteurs are constantly being sent 
to the country. However, the Albanian people, vigilantly 
and courageously guarding their country, invariably 
paralyze the criminal intrigues of their enemies. Relying 
on the powerful sup port of the Soviet Union, he 
confidently moves along the path of building socialism.  
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GERMANY 
 
Defeated in World War II as a result of decisive 

victories of the Soviet Army, Germany is occupied by 
the troops of four powers ñthe Soviet Union, Great 
Britain, the United States and France ñand, accordingly, 
is divided into four zones of occupation.  

At the Berlin (Potsdam) conference of the three 
powers (USSR, USA and Great Britain), an agreement 
was reached on the eastern borders of Germany: the 
city of Konigsberg (now Kaliningrad) with the adjacent 
area (northern part of East Prussia) was transferred to 
the Soviet Union; Poland was returned to its ancestral 
lands. 

The territory of Germany is 357 thousand square 
meters. km; population of abo ut 70 million. The capital 
is Berlin.  

According to an agreement between the 
governments of the USSR, Great Britain, the USA and 
the interim government of France, òthe supreme power 
of Germany during the period of its fulfillment of the 
basic requirements o f unconditional surrender will be 
exercised by the Soviet, British, American and French 
commanders, each in its own zone, in accordance with 
the instructions of their respective governments, and 
also jointly on issues affecting Germany as a whole. ó 
For thi s purpose, an allied Control Council was created.  

At the same time, it was established at the Berlin 
Conference that Germany should be considered as a 
single economic whole. It was envisaged the formation 
of a number of central all -German economic 
departments (offices), which were supposed to provide 
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joint management of the most important economic 
measures of all-German importance and prepare the 
administrative apparatus of the future German 
government.  

In order to prevent the possibility of new aggression 
from Germany and to enable the German people to 
restore their independence and state unity in the 
future, it was decided to carry out the democratization 
and demilitarization of Germany.  

The reactionary and aggressive policies of the 
United States and Great Britain thwarted the 
implementation of these decisions in the western zones, 
led to the actual liquidation of the allied Control 
Council and to the split of Germany. A separate puppet 
òWest German Stateó was created in the three western 
zones; according to the plan of its creators, it should 
become a bridgehead against the Soviet Union and the 
countries of people õs democracies1.  

In contrast, in the eastern (Soviet) zone of 
occupation, decisive measures were taken to eradicate 
fascism and militarism, and b road democratic reforms 
were carried out. This made it possible for the German 
people to take the path of democratic development. 
With the participation of the entire German people, an 
all -German democratic constitution was drawn up. On 
October 7, 1949, th e proclamation of the German 
Democratic Republic took place in the capital of 

                                                           
1 It is characteristic that the provincial and low -industrial city of 

Bonn (away from the working class) was chosen as the "capital" of 

this puppet state.  
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Germany, Berlin, expressing the will of the 
overwhelming majority of the German people. Comrade 
Stalin described the significance of this event in the 
following way: òThe formati on of the German 
Democratic Peaceful Republic is a turning point in the 
history of Europe. There can be no doubt that the 
existence of a peace-loving democratic Germany along 
with the existence of a peace -loving Soviet Union 
excludes the possibility of new  wars in Europe, puts an 
end to bloodshed in Europe and makes the enslavement 
of European countries by world imperialists impossible. ó 

 
Natural conditions  

 
Geographical location, borders.  Germany is 

located in the central part of Europe. In the north, it i s 
adjacent to the Baltic and North Seas.  

Germany has 9 neighbours along its land borders, 
more than any other state in Europe. In the east, it 
borders on the peopleõs democratic countries Poland 
and Czechoslovakia. The border with Poland passes 
along the p lain, for the most part following the river. 
Oder (Oder) and along the Oder tributary of the Western 
Neisse. The border with Czechoslovakia passes through 
mountains of medium height, which have convenient 
passages. In the west, open borders prevail without  any 
natural boundaries (with the exception of the part of 
the border with France along the Rhine). The southern 
borders (with Austria and Switzerland), on the contrary, 
almost entirely go along natural boundaries (along the 
Alps, Lake Constance and the Rhine).  
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Surface.  The surface of Germany generally slopes 
from the Alps to the North and Baltic Seas.  

 
Northern Germany.  The northern part of Germany 

is occupied by the North German Plain. The lowland is 
widest (up to 300 km) in the east; it narrows to the 
west. Its surface is rather monotonous. The lowest is 
the western part, adjacent to the North Sea. The 
coastal strip (the so -called òmarchesó), formed by 
marine sediments, is fertile; dams protect it from sea 
invasion. A strip of the Frisian Islands stretch es in front 
of the coast; these are the remains of a dune bank that 
used to be here. The tiny island of Helgoland stands out 
as a strategically important point in the system of 
German naval fortresses in the North Sea. Behind the 
strip of marches, there ar e more elevated sandy plains 
(guesthouses). 

A low hilly plateau with many lakes rises along the 
coast of the Baltic Sea, retreating from it.  

In ancient times, the lowland was heavily swampy 
and covered with dense forests, but now little remains 
of the orig inal landscape. Agricultural area occupies 2/3 
of the entire territory, forests ñover 1/5.  

 
Central Germany . To the south of the North German 

Plain, the Middle German Mountains rise. They consist 
of ridges and massifs of medium height (rarely where 
more than 1000 m); separated by wide, shallow basins. 
The most significant mountains: in the west - the Rhine 
Slate Mountains (uplands along the banks of the Rhine), 
in the central part - the Thuringian Forest and the Harz 
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extended into the North German lowland, i n the east - 
the Ore Mountains bordering Czechoslovakia. 

 
Southern Germany.  Much of southern Germany is 

also a mountainous country of medium height. High 
mountains rise only in the extreme south; these are the 
Bavarian Alps (up to almost 3000 m), in places  covered 
with melting snow. To the north they pass into the 
Bavarian Plateau. In the west, the Black Forest rises 
above the valley of the upper Rhine (up to 1,500 m), in 
the east, on the border with Czechoslovakia, there is 
the Bohemian Forest (according t o Czech names, it is 
divided into Ģumava and the Czech Forest). 

The mountains of Central and Southern Germany 
(excluding the Alps) did not pose serious obstacles to 
settlement and economic development; in Central 
Germany, for example, under the cultural sq uare is 
almost the same part of the country as in the North 
German lowlands. But the mountainous relief has 
determined the essential features of natural resources 
in various regions. The fertility and mild climate of the 
valleys give way to more severe cli matic conditions at 
the heights.  

 
Rivers.  The Rhine, the largest river in Germany, is 

almost 3 times smaller in length (1,326 km) than the 
Volga, and 6 times smaller in basin area; its origins are 
in Switzerland, its mouth is in the Netherlands. The 
most important tributaries of the Rhine are Main, 
Moselle, Neckar. Other important rivers: Elbe (1150 
km), Weser, Oder (flowing along the border with 
Poland), Danube (upstream). The Rhine has a stable 
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regime due to its alpine sources, which carry a mass of 
water  at the end of summer. On the contrary, the rivers 
of East Germany are characterized by variable levels - 
they overflow strongly in spring and become shallow in 
late summer. But their navigational properties are 
improved by setting and sluicing. The estuar ies of the 
Elbe and Weser are accessible to sea vessels (the 
seaport of Hamburg on the Elbe is 100 km from the sea). 
The tributaries of the Danube flowing from the Alps are 
rich in water energy.  

 
The valleys of the Rhine and Elbe, cutting through 

the mount ainous regions of Germany, were of great 
historical importance as a path of trade and colonization. 
The Rhine was of particular historical importance as it 
forms a convenient road from the Alps to the North Sea; 
the continuation of the Rhine route to the s outh 
bifurcates: one road leads from the Rhine to the Saone 
Valley (through the passage between the Vosges and 
Jura, in France) and further along the Saone and Rhone 
to the Mediterranean Sea; another road leads through the 
Alps (Saint Gotthard Pass) to northern Italy.  

 
Mineral resources and hydropower.  Germany is 

rich in coal. The main basin ñthe Ruhrñin West 
Germany, along the river. Ruhr (right tributary of the 
Rhine). It contains over three quarters of Germany õs 
coal reserves and produces good coking coal. The 
proximity to the Rhine is beneficial for transport links of 
the Ruhr basin. Another important basin is the Saar 
Basin in southwestern Germany. Brown coal is of great 
importance. It is shallow and mostly mined by open cut; 
yielding to coal in terms of  calorific value, brown coal is 



121 

 

cheaper. The main deposits of brown coal are located in 
East Germany. Hydropower is the main form of energy 
in southern Germany. There is oil in West Germany. In 
general, coal makes up the majority of Germany õs 
energy resources; it also plays an important role as a 
raw material for the chemical industry. During the 
Second World War, coal was used to produce significant 
amount of liquid fuel.  

Germany is provided with metal ores much less than 
coal. There are several small iron  ore basins and one 
significant copper deposit. Of the nonmetallic minerals, 
Germany is extremely rich in allium salts; their main 
deposits are in Central Germany, between the Elbe and 
the Weser. There are deposits of common salt in various 
places. (Placement of minerals see fig. 14.)  

 
Climate, soil, vegetation.  Northwest Germany has a 

maritime climate similar to that of the neighboring 
Netherlands. This area is especially convenient for 
meadow growing. The south-west (especially the Rhine 
valley), with an equally mild winter, is distinguished by 
a hotter and sunnier summer, which makes it possible to 
grow grapes, tobacco, and southern fruit trees in the 
valleys. To the east, the influence of the ocean 
decreases. The mountainous regions of Central and 
Southern Germany, which lie above 600 m, have a 
humid and cool climate. It is an area of meadows and 
forests.  

The podzolic soils prevailing in Germany are not 
fertile in terms of their natural properties; many marsh 
and sandy soils. The most fertile soils of loe ss origin are 
found near the northern edge of the Central German 
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Mountains. The Rhine and Danube valleys, as well as the 
òmarchesó of the northwest coast, are distinguished by 
their fertility. And in areas with low natural fertility, 
good yields are obtain ed with careful processing and 
widespread use of chemical fertilizers.  

Forests occupy more than 1/4 of the entire area. In 
East Germany, coniferous forests predominate; there 
are many planted pine forests on the sands here. Beech 
and oak predominate in the  lowlands of West Germany. 
Mountain forests are composed of fir, spruce, mountain 
pine and beech.  

 
Population  

 
In terms of ethnic composition, the population of 

modern Germany is homogeneous: almost the entire 
population consists of Germans. The national u nity of 
Germany is an indisputable fact that has developed 
historically, and the attempts of the American -British 
imperialists to dismember Germany are reactionary in 
nature.  

There are local differences between Germans, but 
these are differences within the  same nation. The Low 
German dialects common in the northern regions of 
Germany differ from the High German dialects (spoken, 
for example, by the Bavarians). By religion, North 
Germans are mostly Protestants, South Germans are 
mostly Catholics.  

Germans who lived in areas returned to Poland as 
and the Germans who lived in Czechoslovakia were 
almost completely resettled to Germany by the decision 
of the Berlin Conference. In total, including those 
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Germans who fled from these territories even before 
the evicti on, there are over 10 million immigrants 
within the borders of modern Germany, about half of 
whom are in the Eastern Zone. Here the settlers are 
settling down firmly: some of them received land plots, 
others - various jobs. Many new settlements have been 
built for the settlers. In contrast, the occupying 
authorities in the western zones treat the settlers as 
temporary: many of them live in a camp order.  

In addition to the Germans, in East Germany, along 
the upper course of the river. Spree, there is a small  / 
Slavic peopleñLusatians (or Lusatian Serbs). It is the 
remainder of the indigenous Slavic population that 
occupied in the past the interfluve of the Elbe (Laba) 
and the Oder (Odra). The Germans, who seized these 
lands in the XII-XIII centuries, extermin ated and 
oppressed the Slavs with terrible cruelty, eradicated 
their culture. In the German Democratic Republic, the 
Lusatians, on the other hand, are assisted in the 
development of Lusatian culture; Lusatian schools and 
teachersõ institute have been estab lished; a newspaper 
is published in Lusatian language. 

 
The spirit of militarism and chauvinism has long been 

prevalent among the ruling classes of Prussia1. This tone 
was especially strongly set by the Prussian noblemen-
landowners (òJunkersó), leading fro m the òknight-dogsó 
(Marxõs expression), who in the Middle Ages seized the 

                                                           
1 Precisely because Prussia played a major role in the development 

of German militarism, it was liquidated by the decision of the 

USSR, the USA, Great Britain and France in 1947. 
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Slavic lands east of the Elbe and whom Alexander Nevsky 
defeated in 1242. The German fascists incited the most 
savage chauvinism among the Germans, declaring the 
Germans a òsuperior raceó called upon to rule over the 
òinferior ó ones. In fascist Germany, only Germans òpure 
by bloodó were recognized as full -fledged citizens. In 
fact, the Germans (like the British and the French) were 
formed from different races and tribes, therefore, t hey 
cannot represent a òpure raceó. The absurd fabrications 
about the superiority of the Germans over other peoples 
served the fascists to divert the masses from the class 
struggle and to propagate wars of conquest. Eliminating 
the ôpoisonous legacy of this propaganda is one of the 
tasks of re-educating the German people on a democratic 
basis. But such re-education is carried out only in the 
eastern zone, where the press, education, art are rebuilt 
to serve the peaceful development of the German 
economy and culture. It is clear that in the western 
zones, where the occupiers, themselves infected with 
chauvinism, are trying to drag the German people into a 
new military adventure, as such re -education is out of 
the question.  

 
The class composition of the popula tion at the time 

of the second World War II developed in this way. 
Industrial the proletariat numbered 11.5 million. 
Together with the workers transport and trade, 
domestic workers and small employees, there were 24 
million hired workers (73% of the workin g population). 
By the degree of proletarianisation of the population 
Germany was inferior to England, but significantly 
superior to France. Accordingly, the petty bourgeoisie 
(mainly the peasantry) occupied a larger place than in 
England, but less than in France. The command position 
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was occupied a small handful of magnates of finance 
capital and landowners. Among them were many fascists 
who got rich during Hitler õs dictatorship. Union of 
financial magnates who headed powerful monopolies 
and the Prussian noble military was the main driving 
force behind German imperialism and fascism. In 
modern Germany there is no single class structure: the 
reactionary and aggressive policy of the occupiers of the 
western zones is aimed at preserving the foundations of 
the f ormer class system of Germany; in contrast, the 
progressive and peaceful policy pursued in East 
Germany by the Soviet occupation authorities, and then 
by the government of the German Democratic Republic, 
is aimed at the radical democratization and 
demilita rization of the German people; this has already 
led to serious shifts of a progressive nature in the class 
system of East Germany, which is discussed in more 
detail below.  

The density of the population of Germany is 195 
people per square kilomet re. Thus, Germany belongs to 
the number of densely populated countries, although it 
is inferior in this to Great Britain and even more 
Belgium and the Netherlands.  

By the time of World War II, cities were home to 67% 
of all population. The largest urban centres are, first, 
Berlin (which in 1939 totaled 4.3 million. inhabitants, 
and in 1950 - 3.3 million) and, secondly, the industrial 
region of the Ruhr, the main core of which is a group of 
almost closed industrial cities led by with Essen, whose 
total population excee ds 3 million. Major cities are 
Hamburg, Cologne, Munich, Leipzig, Dresden, Frankfurt 
am Main, Dusseldorf. 
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A distinctive feature of Germany is the large number 
of historical regional centres. This is a legacy of the 
past fragmentation of Germany, when each of the 
German states had its own capital. Some of these 
regional capitals during the development of German 
capitalism grew into large cities (Munich, Dresden), 
some, on the contrary, became small provincial centres 
(for example, Weimar). The accelerated gr owth of 
Berlin, which placed it far ahead of all regional centres, 
was a clear expression of the national unification of 
Germany. 

 
Features of the Development of Germany  

 
Germany, later than England and France, embarked 

on the path of development of capita lism. The remnants 
of feudalism were more stable in it. The abolition of the 
serf system in the German countryside dragged on until 
the middle of the 19th century, but even after that the 
landlord nobility retained their lands and their political 
influence , survivals of peasant dependence on the 
landowners were preserved.  

In 1871, the political reunification of Germany was 
completedñthe German Empire was created.  

 
The abolition of serfdom and the reunification of 

Germany largely cleared the way for the deve lopment 
of German capitalism. A strong impetus to this was also 
given by the victory of Germany over France in the war 
of 1870-1871, defeating France, Germany took from her 
Alsace and northeastern Lorraine (with rich deposits of 
iron ore) and took from it a large monetary contribution 
(5 billion francs).  
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15. Administrative divisions and cities of Germany.  
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Since that time, Germany has quickly moved to the 
forefront of industrialised  countries. Railway 
construction is making great strides, the coal industr y, 
metallurgy, mechanical engineering, electrical 
engineering, and chemistry are developing. Germany is 
building a military and merchant fleet and is becoming a 
strong maritime power. Monopolies are growing rapidly.  

In the 80s, Germany began colonial conquests. She 
captured vast territories in Africa (Cameroon, Togo, 
South-West Africa, Tanganyiku), part of New Guinea, 
Qingdao on the coast of China, many small islands in the 
Pacific Ocean. 

At the beginning of the XX century. Germany is the 
second industriali sed country in the world after the 
United States and the most aggressive imperialist 
power. The German imperialists strove for new 
conquests and intensively armed themselves both on 
land and at sea.  

The First World War, of which Germany was the 
main culpri t, ended in its defeat. The Great October 
Socialist Revolution had a tremendous revolutionary 
impact on German soldiers and workers. The imperial 
power was overthrown (November 1918). There was a 
revolution, but it was a bourgeois revolution. The social 
democratic leaders with the reactionary militarists 
strengthened the power of the bourgeoisie.  

Under the Treaty of Versailles (1919), Germany lost 
a significant part of its territory. Part of the lands taken 
from it earlier was returned to Poland. Alsace and  
Lorraine were returned to France. Germany lost all 
colonies, which were given to England, France, Belgium 
and Japan under the mandate of the League of Nations.  
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In addition, under the Versailles Treaty, Germany 
was obliged to compensate the Allies for the damage 
caused by the war. Germany was forbidden to have an 
army of more than 100 thousand people and to 
introduce military service. Military production was 
subject to restrictions, it was completely forbidden to 
build military aircraft and submarines; in t he Rhine 
border zone it was forbidden to keep troops and build 
fortifications.  

However, the roots of German militarism were not 
destroyed. The General Staff, the basis of the military 
organization, has been preserved. The capitalist 
monopolies not only wer e not destroyed, but achieved 
even greater strength than before: by combining several 
large companies, new huge associations were formed 
(Steel Trust, Chemical Trust). The industrialists 
succeeded, through intensified exploitation of the 
working class, in re-equipping and expanding industry. 
The victorious powers themselves, especially the United 
States, provided Germany with large loans, provided 
substantial assistance in this; supporting the German 
bourgeoisie with loans, they strengthened German 
capitali sm (which the rise of the revolutionary 
movement threatened to collapse) and pushed Germany 
into war against the USSR. 

Large industrialists and bankers played a huge role 
in the restoration of the German military machine and 
in the preparation of a new war : they bypassed the 
terms of the Versaill es Treaty in every possible wayñ 
they retained military -industrial cadres, took measures 
to ensure that machine -building and chemical plants 
could quickly switch to military production, under the 
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guise of òcivil Avi ation developed the designs of military 
aircraft, created military -industrial branches abroad (in 
Sweden, Switzerland). Having expanded and renewed 
the production apparatus of industry, the German 
bourgeoisie was unable, however, to develop exports 
suffici ently, nor to ensure sufficient sales of goods on 
the domestic market. Industry all the time worked with 
great underload, mass unemployment did not stop.  

With the very first blows of the world crisis, German 
industry began to rapidly collapse. The number o f 
unemployed in 1932 reached 8 million. The situation of 
the workers deteriorated sharply. The class struggle has 
intensified. The Communist Party in the elections to the 
Reichstag in November 1932 collected 6 million votes. A 
revolutionary crisis was brew ing. Then the German 
bourgeoisie called the fascists to power in order to 
smash the workersõ organizations with their help and 
strengthen their rule.  

Since 1933, a fascist dictatorship of the most 
reactionary and predatory type  was established in 
Germany, which threw all the country õs human and 
material resources into organizing wars of conquest for 
the sake of enslaving and plundering other peoples.  

The war started by the German fascists led Germany 
to disaster (as mentioned above). In the decisions of the  
Crimean Conference of the leaders of the three powers 
- the USSR, the United States of America and Great 
Britain - the will of the allied powers regarding the 
future of Germany is expressed as follows:  
òIt is our unyielding goal to destroy German 

militari sm and Nazism and to create a guarantee that 
Germany will never again be able to disrupt the peace 
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of the world. We are determined to disarm and disband 
all German armed forces, to destroy once and for all the 
German General Staff, which has repeatedly 
contributed to the revival of German militarism, to 
withdraw or destroy all German military equipment, to 
liquidate or take control of all German industry that 
could be used for military production; to subject all 
criminals of war to just and swift punishment  and to 
recover damages in kind for the destruction caused by 
the Germans; to wipe out the Nazi Party, Nazi laws, 
organizations and institutions ... It is not our goal to 
destroy the German people. Only when Nazism and 
militarism are eradicated will there be hope for a 
dignified existence for the German people and a place 
for them in the community of nations. ó 

These principles were further developed in the 
decisions of the Berlin (or Potsdam) conference. At the 
Berlin Conference, decisions were made on the 
complete destruction of Germany õs war industry and on 
a general restructuring of the German economy. 
Monopolistic associations are subject to destruction. In 
organizing the German economy, the main attention 
should be paid to the development of agriculture  and 
peaceful industry.  

However, the decisions of the Crimean and Berlin 
conferences were implemented only in the Soviet zone 
of occupation. It has carried out radical reforms 
destroying the very foundations of reaction and 
militarism: agrarian reform, whi ch abolished large-scale 
landownership, abolished monopolies, democratized 
administration; the remnants of fascism are resolutely 
eradicated. Most of the industry has been nationalized; 
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the nationalized (people õs) enterprises took a leading 
place in the re storation and development of industry. 
Planning of the national economy has been introduced. 
Thanks to the restructuring of German economic and 
political life on a democratic basis in the zone of Soviet 
occupation, the restoration and development of 
production intended for peaceful purposes is 
successfully taking place. Unemployment has been 
eliminated. All this caused the growth of the 
democratic forces of the German people, led by the 
working class. In 1946, an important event in the history 
of the German  workersõ movement took place in East 
Germany: the German Communist Party and the 
majority of the German Social Democratic Party, loyal 
to the working class, united in the Socialist Unified 
Party of Germany] this union, which took place on the 
basis of Marxist-Leninist teachings, strengthened the 
position of the German workers class.  

East Germany became the base of a broad popular 
movement that led to the proclamation of the German 
Democratic Republic.  

The formation of the German Democratic Republic is 
of great importance for the future path of Germany. It 
caused an intensification of the struggle of the German 
people for the restoration of the unity of the country, 
for the transformation of the whole of Germany into a 
peace-loving democratic state, for the conclusion of a 
peace treaty with Germany and the removal of the 
occupation regime from her. The parties fighting for 
these areas have united in the national front of 
democratic Germany. The formation of the German 
Democratic Republic signifies the failure  of the 
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attempts of the American and British imperialists to 
revive aggressive Germany and make it an instrument of 
their criminal plans.  

A clear expression of the peace -loving and 
disinterested policy of the Soviet Union towards 
Germany was the generous decision of the Soviet 
government to reduce reparations (damages) from 
Germany. 

German fascist invaders inflicted colossal damage 
Soviet country. The Soviet government demanded that 
Germany pay reparations in the amount of $10 billion, 
which is less than 1/ 10 of the direct damage caused by 
the invaders. This amount was to be paid not only at the 
expense of the eastern zone, but partially also at the 
expense of the western zones. East Germany fulfilled 
their obligations, while the occupiers of Western zones 
thwarted the payment of reparations to the Soviet 
Union. In 1950, the Soviet government at the request of 
the German government the democratic republic agreed 
to reduce the remaining the amount of reparations 
(6342 million dollars) doubled. Moreover, it tra nsferred 
23 enterprises to the ownership of the German people, 
which earlier passed into the account of reparations in 
Soviet ownership. By these magnanimous acts, the 
Soviet government eased the task of developing the 
national economy of the German Democr atic Republic.  

Relying on the assistance of the Soviet Union and 
the countries of people õs democracies, reflecting the 
intrigues of foreign and domestic reaction, the German 
Democratic Republic has achieved major successes in 
the development of the economy  and culture, in the 
construction of a democratic state. The two -year plan 
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(1949-1950) was fulfilled ahead of schedule and the 
five -year plan for the development of the national The 
well -being of workers is increased. In the fall of 1950, 
the German Democratic Republic was admitted to the 
Council economic mutual assistance as an equal 
member.  

In the western zones, the policy of the occupation 
authorities runs counter to the decisions of the Crimean 
and Berlin conferences: reactionary elements find 
patronage there, the military industry and armed forces 
are being restored, monopolies are preserved, landlord 
ownership is not affected. Having created a puppet 
òWest German Stateó, the invaders of the western 
zones, led by the American imperialists, split Germany  
and thwarted the conclusion of a peace treaty with 
Germany. 

In an effort to subordinate the heavy industry of 
Western Europe to its military -conquest goals, the 
United States is organizing the unification of the coal 
and metallurgical industries of West G ermany, France, 
the Benelux countries (Belgium, the Netherlands, 
Luxembourg) and Italy. (The project for this unification 
is called the òSchumann Plan,ó after the French 
minister who only carried out the will of the American 
imperialists in this matter.)  

All these actions are aimed at turning West Germany 
into a military base of American -British imperialism and 
lead to the dismemberment of Germany. At the same 
time, this creates the basis for the restoration of 
German militarism. In West Germany, the milita ry-
industrial magnates, reactionary generals and all those 
forces that plunged Germany into two world wars and 
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which are striving for revenge, for a new aggressive 
war, are reviving again.  

Aware of the danger of the situation in Germany, 
the government of the German Democratic Republic 
appealed to the governments of the USSR, the USA, 
Great Britain and France with a request to accelerate 
the conclusion of a peace treaty with Germany. At the 
same time, it pointed out that a peace treaty is 
necessary for the creation of a single, independent, 
democratic and peace-loving state, to eliminate the 
danger of a revival of German militarism and to ensure 
the possibility of the peaceful development of the 
German state. The Soviet government supported this 
appeal and for its part turned to the governments of the 
USA, Great Britain and France with a proposal to 
immediately discuss the question of a peace treaty with 
Germany. At the same time, it proposed its draft of the 
basic provisions of the peace treaty concerning th e 
restoration of the state unity of Germany, the provision 
of democratic rights to the German people, the 
development of Germanyõs peaceful economy without 
restrictions, etc. These proposals, which gave new proof 
of the peaceful and generous policy of the Soviet state, 
evoked in everything the world, deep sympathy from all 
true supporters of peace.  

 
Overview of the Economy  

 
Industry  

 
The general nature of the industry.  Before the 

Second World War, Germany was a highly developed 



136 

 

industrial country, which, ho wever, retained great 
importance in agriculture.  

In terms of industrial production, it ranked among 
capitalist countries second place, producing over 10% 
world industrial products.  

The leading place in German industry was occupied 
by the industry of means of production ñcoal and brown 
coal mining, metallurgy, metal processing, mechanical 
engineering, electrical engineering, chemistry; but in 
the hands of the fascists, these branches represented 
not so much the industry of means of production as the 
industry of means of destruction. Various branches of 
light industry were also developed: textile, sewing, 
paper, food. The leading industries were dominated by 
large enterprises of a high technical level.  

The domination of the capitalist monopolies reached 
its highest degree in Germany. The òPaint Industry 
Companyó (òFarbenindustrió), which united most of the 
German chemical industry, the òSteel Trustó, the 
metallurgical and military -industrial firm Krupp 
belonged to the largest industrial associations of the 
capit alist world. Of these, the Krupp firm, founded in 
1812, played a particularly important role in the 
development of German militarism.  

As can be seen from the above, after the Second 
World War, industry in East Germany and in the western 
zones has taken completely different paths. In the 
western zones, the war industry is preserved, the 
former masters are often restored, becoming an 
instrument of American -British imperialism, the 
peaceful industry is in decline. In East Germany, the 
war industry has been liq uidated, the peaceful industry 



137 

 

is developing according to plan, with the leading place 
being occupied by the people õs (nationalized) 
enterprises. A new attitude towards labor is being 
created: the workers recognize themselves as owners of 
enterprises, and labor competition is developing.  

Fuel and energy base. Over 90% of all energy in the 
German economy comes from hard coal and brown coal. 
The extraction of coal in 1938 amounted to 186 million 
tons, in 1950 - 130 million tons. About 80% of the total 
German production comes from the Ruhr swimming 
pool. From here a significant amount of coal and coke is 
exported. Lignite mining provides Germany with low -
grade, but cheap fuel. Most of the German power plants 
operate on brown coal. While almost all of the coal 
mining is in the western zones (Ruhr, Saar), most of the 
brown coal mining is in East Germany; in 1950 the 
extraction of brown coal in East Germany exceeded 130 
million tons, according to the plan for 1955 it should 
give 225 million tons of oil in 1950, pro duced over 1 
million tons (in West Germany). Hydropower is used in 
southern Germany. 

Metal industry and mechanical engineering. In 1938, 
22 million tons of steel were obtained, in 1950 15 
million tons, more than 70% from the Ruhr. Due to the 
fact that East  Germany (within its modern borders) used 
to have a very weak metallurgy, one of the main tasks 
carried out by the German Democratic Republic in the 
field of industry is the expansion of the old and the 
construction of new metallurgical plants. Smelting of  
steel in East Germany in 1950 yielded 1 million tons, 
and according to the plan for 1955, it will increase to 3 
million tons. A new metallurgical plant òOstó is being 
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built on the Oder (near the city of Furstenberg); part of 
it has already been launched. Ore comes from the USSR, 
coal from Poland.  

The German engineering industry produces a wide 
variety of machines and equipment ñfrom machines for 
the mining and metallurgical industries to fine 
instruments for precision mechanics. The electro -
technical indust ry is especially developed. The most 
important regions and centres of mechanical 
engineering are: Ruhrñheavy engineering and especially 
the production of heavy weapons; in Berlin ña variety of 
mechanical engineering, and especially electrical 
engineering; i n Saxony and Thuringiañtextile 
machinery, printing machines (Leipzig) and various tools 
and devices. Shipbuildingñin Hamburg, Kiel and other 
port cities.  

 
Chemical industry . The raw material base of the 

German industry is potash salts and coal, bituminous 
and brown. Coking by-products are of great importance. 
The most important branches of the German chemical 
industry are the production of paints, nitrogen (from 
the air), nitrogen and potash fertilizers, synthetic 
gasoline, synthetic rubber, and artificial fiber.  

The main regions of the chemical industry are: 1) 
the Rhine-Westphalian, where it is based on coal and 
brown coal; 2) Rhine southwestern Germany, centres ñ 
Ludwigshafen and Frankfurt am Main, 3) East Germany 
(based on brown coal and potash salts), centres of 
Merseburg and Berlin. 

Light industry. Among the branches of light industry, 
the textile industry (cotton, woolen, artificial silk, and 
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linen) ranks first. The most important textile region is 
the Saxon-Thuringian region (in East Germany). A 
number of large textile centres are located in the 
Rhine-Westphalian region. In addition, significant foci of 
textile production are scattered over many areas. 
Leipzig and Berlin are especially famous for printing.  

 
 

Agriculture  
 

Socio-historical conditions for the development of 
agriculture. The development of agriculture in West and 
East Germany followed different paths.  

Eastern Germany has long been an agrarian region 
with large -scale farming based on serf labor. With the 
abolition of serfdom, the landowners t ried to seize as 
much of the peasant land as possible. After the 
abolition of serfdom, the landlords gradually adapted to 
capitalist economic management, and the dependence 
of the peasantry on the landowners remained. Lenin 
called this type of capitalist a grarian development the 
Prussian path of development. He says about him: ò... 
medieval landownership relations are not liquidated 
immediately, but slowly adapt to capitalism, which for 
a long time retains semi -feudal features. Prussian 
landownersõ landownership was not destroyed by the 
bourgeois revolution, but survived and became the basis 
of the òJunkeró economy, capitalist at the core, but not 
without a certain dep endence of the rural 
population ... ó The landowning nobility (Junkers) is one 
of the main st rongholds of reaction and militarism in 
Germany. 
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Therefore, the agrarian reform carried out in East 
Germany is so important: it eliminated the landlords 
land ownership in those parts of Germany where it was 
most strong. Landlord estates with an area of more than 
100 hectares were confiscated, as well as all land 
holdings of the fascist and war criminals. Over 2.4 
million hectares of this fund together with all buildings, 
inventory and livestock distributed between landless 
and land-poor peasants, agricult ural workers and 
settlers. At the same time, cooperation of small farms, 
an association of peasant mutual assistance has been 
created, which provides labor farms assistance in the 
introduction of machine cultivation of the land, to 
improve livestock for th e purchase of artificial 
fertilizers. There are many car rental stations. State 
estates also play an important role in agriculture in the 
eastern zone. Agricultural productivity in Eastern 
Germany is increasing, and at the same time the well -
being of the w orking peasant farms is consolidating. The 
latter all the more it is important that the owners of the 
kulak type still keep in their hands a significant part of 
the land, a large number of agricultural machinery and 
livestock; the unification and economic strengthening of 
the working peasants mobilizes them to fight the kulaks. 
In other parts of Germany, land tenure is very 
variegated. Along with the landlord farms, there are 
farms of the kulak type (especially they play a big role 
in Bavaria); the majority  of farmers own small plots, 
which are often scattered in separate scraps (parcels). 
This land-poor semi-proletariat cannot fee his farm and 
must seek non-agricultural earnings; for manufacturers, 
such òownersó are a source of cheap labor strength. 
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Small and small farms of this type are especially 
characteristic of the southwestern (Rhine) regions. In 
the South In Germany, small farmers widely use cows as 
draft animals. In the western zones, landlord economies 
are preserved and nothing is done to help small  
peasants. 
  

Direction of agriculture.  The predominant role in 
German agriculture belongs to animal husbandry 
(breeding of cattle and pigs), although this 
predominance is not as pronounced as in England. 
Intensive livestock raising is most developed in 
northwestern Germany, near the North Sea. Alpine -type 
dairy farming is developed on mountain pastures in 
Bavaria. 

In the cultivation of northeastern Germany, crops 
are dominated by less whimsical soil and climate - rye, 
oats, potatoes. Wheat is sown mainly in  Central 
Germany and in the valleys of southern Germany. The 
most important industrial crop is sugar beet.  

In southwestern Germany, along the valleys of the 
Rhine and its tributaries, viticulture, tobacco growing, 
and gardening are widespread. 

 
Transport  

 
The development of German transport was 

influenced by the following conditions: 1) the central 
position in Europe, due to which important international 
routes pass through Germany; 2) remoteness of most of 
the territory from the sea and the predominance of  land 
borders over sea ones; 3) high development of the 
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mining industry with the remoteness of the main coal 
basins from the sea and their isolation from the main 
sources of ore. 

If these conditions are taken into account, it will be 
clear that the constru ction of railways and inland 
waterways had in the development of the German 
economy. In terms of the volume of railway traffic, as 
well as the volume of traffic on inland waterways, 
Germany ranked first among the countries of Western 
Europe. The main railw ay junctions are Berlin, Leipzig, 
Hamburg, Cologne, a huge transport junction is the Ruhr 
district. The Rhine ranks first among the rivers of 
Western Europe in terms of cargo turnover. The policy 
of dismembering Germany, pursued by the occupiers of 
the western zones, led to an almost complete rupture of 
transport links between the west and east of Germany.  

The overwhelming part of the sea trade between 
Germany and abroad passed through the ports of the 
North SeañHamburg and Bremen. At present, due to the 
dominance of the Anglo -American occupiers and due to 
the separation from East Germany, their cargo turnover 
has fallen. As a result of the defeat, Germany lost its 
entire military and almost the entire merchant fleet.  

The Kiel Canal (98 km), which shortens t he route 
between the North and Baltic Seas, was built by the 
German government primarily for strategic purposes (to 
transport the navy and cargo by the shortest route, 
bypassing the straits in the wrong hands). It is also of 
great importance for internatio nal shipping, being the 
main outlet from the Baltic Sea to the Atlantic.  

Preparing for war, the Nazis launched an intensive 
construction of straight and wide highways ñmotorways, 
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adapted for especially fast driving and for mass traffic. 
The purpose of these roads is mainly strategic: they 
were designed for the transfer of armies to the borders.  

 
Regions 

 
The regional division of modern Germany is 

complicated by the division of the country into two 
parts; this split should be considered temporary, since 
the unity of Germany must be restored on the basis of 
its democratization and demilitarization. Nevertheless, 
at the present time it is necessary to reckon with the 
sharp line that lies between East Germany, where the 
government of the German Democratic Republi c 
functions and where a policy of genuine democratic 
reconstruction and demilitarization is being pursued, 
and the western zones, where imperialist occupiers rule 
and where a reactionary policy directed to the 
transformation of West Germany into a springbo ard for 
American-British imperialism.  

 
 

Regions of East Germany 
 
The zone included five lands1: Mecklenburg, 

Brandenburg, Saxony-Anhalt, Saxony, Thurngia and, in 

                                                           
1 In 1952, the territory of the German Democratic Republic was 

administratively divided into 14 regions (excluding Berlin). The new 

division promotes the involvement of the working population in the 

work of government bodies.  
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addition, Berlin, the capital of Germany.  The central 
organs of the German Democratic Republic are located 
in Berlin: the People õs Chamber, elected through 
democratic elections, the president and the government 
of the republic. The Soviet government handed over to 
the government of the German Democratic Republic the 
administrative functions that ha d previously belonged to 
the Soviet Military Administration. Instead of the Soviet 
Military Administration,  

Soviet Control Commission; its task is to monitor the 
implementation of the Potsdam and other joint 
decisions of the four powers in relation to Germ any. The 
leading role in the political life of the eastern zone is 
played by the Socialist United Party Germany (SED). 

Economically, the eastern zone should be divided 
into two regions: the North -East, which includes 
Mecklenburg and Brandenburg with Berlin , and the 
Saxon-Thuringian (or Middle East), which includes the 
other three lands.  

North-East region. For a long time this part of 
Germany was, as it were, removed from the most 
important centres of economic life in Western Europe. 
It lagged behind in deve lopment from the West German 
(Rhine) regions. Here until the middle of the XIX 
century. extensive agriculture prevailed. Only with the 
abolition of serfdom and with the development of 
railway communication, the development of this region 
accelerated. Lando wners began to practice livestock 
raising with grass sowing, designed for the market, 
industrial processing of agricultural products developed. 
Now this region is following a new path of 
developmentñwithout landlords, with a predominance 
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of working peasant  farms, uniting for mutual assistance 
and successfully increasing their productivity. In 
Mecklenburg, where landlordism was especially strong, 
many settlers were settled on the former landlord 
lands, new villages were built, and industrial 
construction was developed. Agriculture in northeastern 
Germany is of a mixed nature (grain farming, potatoes, 
cattle breeding, pig breeding). It is Germany õs main rye 
and potato production region.  

Berlin, the capital of Germany and its largest 
economic centre , stands out  sharply among the cities of 
the region.  

Berlin is located on the small river Spree; on the 
western outskirts of the city, the Spree flows into the 
Havel, a tributary of the Elbe. The Spree and Havel are 
deepened, sluiced and supplemented with canals. This  
makes Berlin a major river port. As a railway junction, 
Berlin occupies a dominant position in East Germany. A 
number of international lines run through it.  

Berlin was originally the small capital of one of the 
minor German states (Brandenburg). But from 
Brandenburg, the knitting of the Prussian kingdom 
began, which in 1871 stood at the head of the German 
Empire. The rise of Prussia and then the formation of 
the German Empire put forward the importance of 
Berlin. The capital of the empire became a huge 
administrative centre , a major transport hub, banking 
and industrial centre  with a wide specialization. The 
main industries are mechanical engineering and 
electrical engineering. Berlin was one of the largest 
centres of the military industry in Germany (tanks , 
aircraft, artillery, small arms, shells).  
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On the other hand, in Berlin many workers are 
employed in consumer goods industries, especially in 
the garment industry. There are many small businesses 
in these industries. By its political appearance, Berlin, 
on the one hand, was the focus of the military and the 
financial bourgeoisie (in the western zones of Berlin, 
occupied by the Americans, the British and the French, 
these reactionary forces have not been eliminated even 
now), on the other, it was and remain s the largest 
workersõ centre . Front Fascist coup Berlin in the 
elections to the Reichstag invariably gave a high 
percentage of the votes of the Communist Party (even 
in the elections 1933, already taking place during the 
Nazi terror, Berlin gave the Commu nist Party over 30% 
of all votes cast). Berlin the workers were the initiators 
of the formation of the SED.  

After the surrender of Nazi Germany by the decision 
of the four powers ñthe USSR, the USA, Great Britain 
and FranceñBerlin was made the seat of the a llied 
Control Council. In this regard, Berlin, taken by the 
Soviet Army on May 2, 1945 and included in the Soviet 
occupation, was divided into 4 sectors: the Soviet sector 
occupies the eastern part of Berlin (8 urban districts out 
of 20), the American sect or occupies the southweste rn 
part (7 districts ), British ñwestern (3 arrondissements) 
and Frenchñnorthwest part (2 arrondissements).  

Subsequently, the aggressive policy of the Western 
powers led to the termination of the activities of the 
Control Council, and then to the split of Berlin. In the 
eastern sector, there is a democratic Berlin magistrate, 
formed by the workers of all sectors, and in the three 
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western sectors, the occupation authorities arbitrarily 
formed a separate reactionary magistrate.  

The Berlin suburb of Potsdam used to be the 
suburban residence of the Prussian kings. Here in 1945 a 
conference of the leaders of the three powers (USSR, 
USA, Great Britain) took place.  

In the southern part of Brandenburg there is the 
Lower Lauzitsky brown coal basin, which provides large 
production and feeds a number of power plants. In the 
east of Brandenburg is the largest new building of the 
German Democratic Republicñthe metallurgical plant 
Ost. 

Saxon-Thuringian (Middle East) region. 
Geographically, this reg ion belongs to the zone of the 
Central German Mountains (Ore Mountains, Thuringian 
Forest), covering the adjacent foothill part of the North 
German Lowland, known in Germany for its fertility. 
Both in terms of its natural conditions and the nature of 
the economy, this region presents a picture of great 
diversity.  

In the south (Saxony and Thuringia) is the main 
textile region of Germany. It is one of the oldest 
industrial areas in Germany, with a long industrial 
population. Textile Centre - Chemnitz. In Chemnitz and 
in many cities around it, there is a huge number of 
spinning, weaving, knitting and textile machinery 
factories.  

Leipzig is an important transport hub, commercial 
and industrial centre ; Leipzig is especially famous for 
printing and international f airs that take place there 
every year; Leipzig University is one of the oldest 
German universities; Dresden - in the past the capital of 
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Saxony, is famous for museums and antiquities (badly 
destroyed).  

Thuringia has many small industrial centres with a 
variety of industries that require highly skilled labor (for 
example, in Jenañthe production of optical 
instruments). Weimar is known in the history of 
literature and music for the activities of great poets and 
composers: Goethe, Schiller, Bach and Liszt.  

In the northern part of the region Saxony -Anhalt 
Halleñ, developed agriculture is combined with a 
diverse industry . It is the main sugar beet and wheat 
region in Germany; pig breeding is highly developed (on 
the waste of sugar production).  

The leading place i n the industry is occupied by the 
development of minerals (brown coal, potassium salts 
and sodium chloride) and the chemical industry based 
on it. Here is the main region of Germany for the 
production of chemical fertilizers, gasoline from coal. 
The centre  of the chemical industry i n Magdeburg 
(nearby the Leina werke plants, which before the defeat 
of Germany were among the world õs largest chemical 
plants). Nearby, the main city of Saxony -Anhalt Halle, is 
a major transport hub, a centre  of various industries . 
The sulphurous copper ore of Mansfeld (eastern foothills 
of the Harz) is home to significant non -ferrous 
metallurgy and the production of sulfuric acid. 
Magdeburg (on the Elbe) is the centre  of the sugar 
industry and the production of agricultural machin ery. 
Power plants operate on brown coal.  

 
 
 



149 

 

Regions of West Germany  
 
Northwest Region (British Zone). Distinctive the 

peculiarity of this area is its important transport 
significance. For Germany, this is the ògatewayó to 
ocean shipping, which here it pene trates deep into the 
land with the mouths of the Elbe, Weser and Ems. Up 
the rivers into the interior of the mainland, river 
navigation penetrates. The Kiel Canal, which cuts across 
the foundation of Jutland, is of international 
importance. To the ports of  the North SeañHamburg 
and Bremen1ñrailways converge from all over the 
country.  

Hamburg and Bremen until the Second World War 
concentrated almost all German long -distance shipping. 
Both of these ports are large industrial centres, 
especially Hamburg, the second largest city in Germany 
by population, one of the largest working centres in 
Germany. 

The development of industry in them was caused, 
firstly, by the needs of the shipping itself (shipbuilding, 
the manufacture of ship machines, equipment) and, 
secondly, the supply of foreign raw materials, which 
were partially processed immediately (this is how, for 
example, flour milling, rubber production, distillation of 
oil, chemical industry). Now the industry of these cities 
is in decline.  

                                                           
1 Bremen is separated from the British zone as a separate sector of 

the American occupation. The supply of the American occupation 

forces goes through it.  
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The main naval bases of Germany were located in 
the North -West region: Kiel, Cuxhaven Wilhelmshaven. 
Away from the coast, a large industrial centre and 
transport hubñ Hanover. 

Outside port and industrial cities, the dominant role 
the farm owns livestock (pig and cattle breeding ).  

 
Rhine-Westphalian (Ruhr) region (British zone).  

The Rhine-Westphalian region is the main coal -mining, 
metallurgical and military -industrial region of Germany, 
the centre  of German monopoly organizations of heavy 
and especially military industries, and the largest region 
of the industrial proletariat.  

The industrial core of the Rhine -Westphalian region 
is the Ruhr basin; on its coal the metallurgical industry 
grew here. Most of the iron ore for her comes from 
abroad, mainly from Sweden and France. The ne eds of 
the Ruhr mining industry caused the development of 
heavy engineering. During both world wars, the Ruhr 
produced a huge amount of weapons, especially heavy 
ones (artillery, armor). There are also many chemical 
plants here, which are also of great mil itary 
importance.  

The Ruhr Basin is located on the right bank of the 
Rhine, downstream of the Ruhr. In an area of 60 km 
from east to west and 20 -30 km from north to south 
industrial cities close each other with a friend without 
noticeable interruptions. The main ones are Essen with 
huge factories owned by Krupp, Duisburg, Dortmund, to 
the southñDusseldorf. The Ruhrõs transport links follow 
the Rhine (with access to the sea in the Netherlands), 
along the DortmundñElk Canal (with access to the North 



151 

 

Sea within Germany) and by rail; the Ruhr railway 
network is of exceptional density. Main transport hub of 
the Ruhr BasinñDuisburgñPort at the confluence of the 
Ruhr into the Rhine. The Ruhr cargo turnover reaches 
huge size; he sends coal, coke, iron, steel, machines, 
chemical fertilizers, receives ore, scrap iron, timber, 
cement, food cargo.  

The rest of the Rhine -Westphalian region is 
characterized by less continuous industrialisation  and 
more diversified industry.  

In the valley of the Wuppertal River, south of the 
Ruhr, the city of Wuppertal is a large textile centre  
(cotton, silk, woolen and half -woolen fabrics, ribbons, 
braid, etc.). Nearby there are several centres of the 
small metal industry; the most important of them is 
Solingen, famous for the manufacture of knives, tools, 
all kinds of iron trifles: hooks, needles, etc. Production 
here developed from medieval craft; a long with factory 
production, the distribution of work to the house was 
preserved. 

On the left side of the Rhine is one of the oldest 
cities in the Rhine, an important railway junction and 
river port of Cologne. There is a large machine -building 
and chemical industry here. Near Cologne brown coal 
mining and large power plants.  

The question of the fate of the Ruhr is one of the 
main questions of the disarmament of Germany and the 
transfer of her economy to a peaceful path. The Soviet 
government has repeatedl y stated that the Ruhr, with 
its huge industry, which is of exceptional military and 
general economic importance, cannot be controlled by 
any one or two powers, and proposed, based on the 
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decisions of the Berlin (Potsdam) Conference, to 
establish four -sided allied control over the Ruhr (that is, 
joint control by the USSR, USA, England and France). 
The former rulers of the Ruhr, who were the mainstay 
of the fascist regime and its military -conquest policy, 
must be eliminated, the Ruhr industry must be 
transfe rred under the control of the democratic 
organizations of the German people. In doing so, the 
Ruhr must be regarded as an integral part of the whole 
of Germany. 

Instead, the United States and England, in violation 
of the Potsdam Agreement, established such  
òinternational control ó over the Ruhr (without 
participation of the Soviet Union, but with the 
participation of Belgium, the Netherlands and 
Luxembourg), which serves only as a cover for the 
management of the American monopolies and actually 
separates the Ruhr from the rest of Germany. The Ruhr 
military industry is being rebuilt. All this clearly shows 
the desire of the American and British imperialists to 
use the Ruhr in their aggressive purposes and at the 
same time contributes to the revival the militar y-
industrial core of German imperialism.  

 
Southwest region. ( Part in the American, part in 

the French zones of occupation.) For the development 
of this region, its position on the Rhine trade route was 
of great importance, facilitating the accumulation of 
population, the introduction of industrial skills, 
facilitating the supply of raw materials and the sale of 
products. Valleys The Rhine and its tributaries (Main, 
Moselle, Neckar) are favorable for agriculture (warm 
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climate, fertile soils). However, acute shortage of land 
pushed part of the rural population into industry.  

 

 
17. Ruhr Basin.  

The circles show the main industrial centres (scale by the 
number of workers). Data before World War II.  

 
The industry is diverse here. She almost entirely worked 
on imported raw materials and semi -finished products 
(there are almost no local raw materials). Its common 
feature is the production of valuable items, not 



154 

 

requiring bulky raw materials. The main industries are 
mechanical engineering, which was extremely versat ile 
(including the production of automobiles, electrical 
engineering), the chemical industry (paints) and the 
textile industry. Main industrial centres: Frankfurt am 
Main is an important transport hub, Mannheim with 
Ludwigshafen  (double city on both banks  of the Rhine) 
Schümersdamm trades scattered in villages and small 
towns, such as watchmaking in the Black Forest.  
 In agriculture, intensive industries are distinguished: 
viticulture, winemaking, fruit growing, gardening, 
tobacco growing.  

The Saar region differs sharply from the rest of the 
southwest. It is a coal and metallurgical region that 
ranks second in Germany for coal mining and for the 
production of iron and steel. Industry grew out of the 
local coal of Lorraine iron ore. Industrial centre ñ é. 

The French occupation authorities in the Saarland 
unilaterally separated the Saarland from the rest of 
Germany by the customs border and included it in the 
French customs border. 

Bavaria (American zone). Most of Bavaria is a 
comparatively backward agricultura l region. Dairy cattle 
breeding prevails on mountain pastures. Agriculture is 
most developed in the Danube and Main valleys. The 
Bavarian countryside is dominated by kulak -type owners 
(ògrossbauersó).  

Industry is less developed than in the southwest. She 
also works mostly with imported raw materials. The 
main industrial centre  of northern BavariañNuremberg 
In southern BavariañMunich (the main city of Bavaria), a 
major centre  of motor building and brewing. The 
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industry in Bavaria uses energy from power plant s 
installed on the Alpine rivers.  
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CAPITALIST COUNTRIES 

UNITED KINGDOM 
 
Composition and dimensions. The British Isles are 

located off the northwestern coast of Europe (between 
61 and 50° N); they consist of two large islands ñGreat 
Britain and Ireland ñand many small ones (Orkney, 
Shetland, Hebrides, etc.). The island of Great Britain, 
with nearby small islands and the northeastern part of 
Ireland, forms the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland (usually instead of this official name, 
they simply say Great Britain). The United Kingdom 
consists of the following parts.  

1) England (southern and middle parts of the island 
of Great Britain) is the main part of the entire state. 
Here is the capital of Great Britain - London. Very often 
the name òEnglandó is used to refer to the whole of 
Great Britain. 2) Wales (mountainous peninsula in the 
west). The indigenous population of Wales (Celts) 
retains some national identity; but politically Wales 
forms one whole with England and  enjoys no self-
government.  

2) Wales (mountainous peninsula in the west). The 
indigenous population of Wales (Celts) retains some 
national identity; but politically Wales forms one whole 
with England and enjoys no self -government.  

3) Scotland (northern par t of the island). The 
indigenous population, as in Wales, is the Celts. In the 
past, Scotland was an independent state. Scotland still 
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retains some remnants of autonomy. The historic capital 
of Edinburgh.  

4) Northern Ireland, inhabited by Irish (indigenou s 
people) and settlers from England and Scotland, is part 
of the United Kingdom as an autonomous region with a 
special parliament. The main city is Belfast.  

 

 
18. Composition of Great Britain.  
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The area of the entire United Kingdom is 244 
thousand square meters. km; population 50 million. The 
political system is a parliamentary kingdom.  

Great Britain dominates the British Empire, the 
largest colonial power in the world (see below).  

 
Natural conditions  

 
Geographical position.  Great Britain is separated 

from the European mainland by the North Sea and the 
English Channel, the narrowest part of which is called 
the Pas-de-Calais. Southeast England is close to the 
mainland (Pas-de-Calais is only 33 km wide at its 
narrowest point). It is directed towards the develo ped 
capitalist countries of Europe - France, Belgium, the 
Netherlands, Germany, Denmark. The west coast of 
Great Britain is washed by the Atlantic Ocean and the 
Irish Sea (separating the islands of Great Britain and 
Ireland). It is facing America on the ot her side of the 
ocean. 

The North Sea with the English Channel is the arena 
of the most intensive maritime trade of Western 
European countries. It is like a huge gateway to ocean 
shipping; for a number of European countries, the North 
Sea serves as the only outlet to the ocean. In addition, 
the most important inland waterways of Western 
Europe: the Rhine, Elbe, Seine, Scheldt, leave the North 
Sea and the English Channel. Thus, the UK is in an 
extremely favorable position for the development of 
maritime trade  both with European countries and with 
overseas countries. 
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Features of the geographical location of England were 
not always beneficial for its development. Until the 
Europeans knew America, while the Mediterranean was the 
main area of European trade, the B ritish Isles were the 
European edge, pushed into the watery desert of the Atlantic 
Ocean. 

 
A more favorable situation began to take shape for 

England in the 12th-15th centuries. due to the general 
revival of economic life on the shores of the North and 
Baltic Seas. At this time, the area of the English Channel 
and the North Sea becomes a meeting place for merchant 
ships sailing from different parts of Europe ñfrom Venice 
and Genoa, from the port cities of the Baltic Sea, from 
the interior regions of Europe along the Rhine, Seine and 
Elbe. London is being promoted as one of the major 
shopping centres of the time. But the geographical 
position of England became especially advantageous only 
since the geographical discoveries of the late 15th and 
16th centuries, which marked the beginning of the 
colonial conquests of Europeans in America and India and 
led to the movement of the main routes of international 
trade from the inland seas ñthe Mediterranean and 
Balticñto the Atlantic Ocean. England found itself in a 
junction of sea routes leading from Eu rope to America 
and India.  

The insular position gave Great Britain another 
important advantage - defense against attack. Located 
close enough to the countries of the continent to take an 
active part in their economic and political life, Great 
Britain at th e same time enjoyed a certain isolation. She 
could participate in wars that devastated mainland 
countries without risking devastating her territory. For 
almost 9 centuries, no war was fought on the territory of 
Great Britain. It is clear that this was a bi g plus for the 
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commercial and industrial development of the UK. In the 
era of imperialism, the growth of military technology is 
gradually taking away this advantage from Great Britain. 
Already in the First World War, Great Britain, despite the 
strength of its fleet, suffered severely from the actions 
of German submarines. The position of Great Britain does 
not provide any protection from an attack by the air 
forces. 

And the economic benefits of Englandõs geography 
are now not as brilliant as they used to be . With the 
development of the United States, and then with the 
economic growth of the Soviet Union, the importance of 
new ocean routes (the routes through the Pacific Ocean, 
the Northern Sea Route), in relation to which England no 
longer occupies a central  position, came to the fore.  

Yet Britainõs position now retains major economic 
and strategic benefits, albeit not as exceptional as it 
once was. 

 
Surface, rivers, coastline. The British Isles used to 

be one with the mainland. They separated from him due 
to the sinking of the land. The separation took place in 
an era when man already existed. The very structure of 
the seabed indicates the connection of the British Isles 
with the mainland: the islands rise on the continental 
platform, which is, as it were, an  underwater 
continuation of the continent. The sea is shallow around 
the islands. In the North Sea, the Dogger Bank Shoal, 
famous for its fish wealth, has a depth of no more than 
20 meters over a vast area. If the sea level dropped by 
50 m, then land would  protrude from the water 
throughout the southern part of the North Sea, and the 
British Isles would be connected to the mainland.  
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Southeast England has a lowland surface similar to 
that of northern France. The lowland is composed of 
young loose rocks. In some places it is crossed by gently 
rising ridges of chalk hills. Here flows the River Thames 
(332 km) \ the Thames basin (otherwise the London 
Basin) occupies a central position in southeast England.  

The north and west of Great Britain are 
mountainous. It is dominated by mountain ranges of 
relatively low a ltitude (rarely more than 1000 ). These 
include in Scotland: the Scottish Hig hlands (Ben Nevis 
summit 1343 mñthe highest point in Great Britain) and 
the lower South Scottish Highlands; they are se parated 
by a depressionñthe Mid-Scotland lowland. Along 
northern England, almost in the middle of it, are the 
Pennines. To the west rise the Wales Cornwall 
Mountains. In general, the mountains do not pose great 
difficulties for internal transport. They are low and 
dissected by wide valleys.  

The rivers of Great Britain are short, but full -flowing 
(due to heavy rains), have a calm flow, do not freeze. 
The sources of the rivers of the western and eastern 
slopes begin close to each other; the watersheds 
between them are low, making it easy to connect 
different systems with canals. Thus, the interior of the 
island was easily connected with the sea, and the 
distance from the sea is insignificant everywhere: there 
are no points in Great Britain that are more than 120 km 
from the sea. 

The coastline of Great Britain is extremely indented. 
With the sinking of the land, separating the British Isles 
from the mainland, the marginal uplands formed 
peninsulas pushed out into the sea (Cornwell, Wales), 
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and islands accompanying the mountainous western 
coast in abundance. On the contrary, the coastal ends 
of the lowlands were below sea level, and along them 
the sea penetrated deeply into the land. Thus, the 
lower parts of the river valleys formed bays, into which 
the rivers themselves fl ow into widened funnel -shaped 
mouths (the so-called estuaries). The most important 
river estuaries and bays: on the east coast of Great 
Britainñthe Thames estuary, Humber, Firth of Forth, on 
the west coastñBristol Bay, the mouths of the Mersey 
and Clyde. 

Sea tides, penetrating bays and river estuaries, 
greatly raise the water level in them (for example, in 
London, the difference between the water level at high 
tide and low tide reaches 6 m, in Bristol Bay it reaches 
even 12 m) \ thanks to this, during high tide, even small 
rivers in the lower current become accessible to sea 
vessels. London, lying on the Thames, 64 km from the 
sea, is a seaport. The abundance of convenient, ice -free 
harbours and the deep penetration of the sea inland 
have created advantages for the development of 
maritime development in addition to the benefits of the 
UKõs geographical position.  

Mineral resources and hydropower. A huge 
advantage of English industry at the beginning of its 
development was the combination in the same areas of 
rich deposits of high -quality coal with large deposits of 
iron ores. But with the development of the 
metallurgical industry, the demand for iron grew, and 
the best deposits were depleted. England still has large 
reserves of ore, but low quality ores prevail . British 
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industrialists have long found it profitable to import 
part of the required ore from abroad.  

Coal is the main and almost the only energy base for 
British industry. In addition, it is used in large quantities 
for heating homes. Finally, coal is an  important item in 
the British export. The total reserves of coal are 
estimated at 180 billion tons. This is immeasurably less 
than that of the USA and the USSR. But British coal 
reserves are concentrated in a relatively small area 
(Great Britain ranks fir st in coal reserves per unit 
surface). Coal pools are located very conveniently in 
terms of transport: by the sea itself or close to it. Most 
of the coal is of high quality. In many places, the seams 
come directly to the surface, which at first greatly 
facilitated and cheapened their development; but at 
the present time the upper layers have already been 
worked out, and it is necessary to dig deeper (the 
average depth of the mines is now 300 -350 m, but there 
are mines with a depth of 900 m). See Figure 23 f or the 
location of the coal basins.  

 
There is very little oil in Great Britain (during the 

Second World War, small deposits were discovered and 
their development began). At the beginning of the 
industrial development of Great Britain, the propulsion 
power of rivers played a significant role, but with the 
current scale of energy consumption, its importance in 
England is small. 

There are few non -ferrous metals in England; in the 
past, the Cornwell Peninsula was famous for its tin 
mines, now their production i s negligible. Other minerals 
are table salt and kaolin (raw materials for the ceramic 
industry).  
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Climate.  The UKõs climate is influenced by winds 
blowing from the Atlantic Ocean. This is a typical 
maritime climate characterized by frequent rains, large 
clouds, continuous fogs, strong winds; due to the 
proximity of the Gulf Stream, winters are extremely 
mild, frosts are an exception, snow rarely falls and does 
not last long (except in mountainous regions); summer is 
cool, sunless, rainy.  

These features are especially typical for the west 
coast. 

 

 
20. Annual precipitation of the British Isles.  
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On the west coast of Scotland, the average 
January temperature is about +4º, the average July 
temperature is over +14º. The annual  rainfall  is over 
100 cm, in the moun tainsñmore than 200 cm. The 
prevailing weather here is strong winds, in autumn 
and winter they often turn into storms, low -hanging 
clouds, persistent heavy rains. The eastern part of 
Great Britain is sheltered from the ocean winds by 
hills, so there is a l ittle less rain in the east, more 
often sunny days. In western Scotland, out of seven 
days a week, an average of five rainy days, in 
southeastern England only three. But even here the 
sun is not enough. The famous London fogs 
sometimes envelop the capital of Great Britain all 
day long, especially in autumn and winter, forcing to 
keep the light on during the day. Sometimes the fogs 
get so thick that traffic stops. On the sea approaches 
to London, thick fogs sometimes hinder the 
movement of ships, despite the  huge number of 
beacons and signal lights showing the way. 

 
 
Soils, vegetation, fauna. Soils are most fertile in the 

lowlands of southeast England and central Scotland; but 
this is the result not so much of natural properties as of 
agronomic culture. In no rth -western England, low-
fertile podzolic soils prevail, and in the mountains there 
are very poor stony soils and peat bogs.  

The UK climate is especially favorable for the 
growth of succulent grasses. The growing season lasts 
almost all year round.  

Bright green meadows are the hallmark of the 
English lowlands. The upland areas are covered with 
sandy or swampy voids with heather thickets. Into 
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cloudy and the windy weather that prevails in the 
Highlands of Scotland and Wales, these wastelands 
present a monotonous and gloomy landscape. There 
were many forests in the UK in ancient times. They have 
been almost completely wiped out, and currently only 
5% of the UK is considered to be forest.  

In the low -lying areas, no untouched natural 
landscape has survived at all; it was replaced by 
cultural lands (meadows, arable lands, vegetable 
gardens, parks, orchards) and cities, which in industrial 
areas stretch for tens of kilometres, merging with each 
other. On the contrary, the mountainous wastelands are 
mostly untouched  (see Fig. 21). Wastelands are used 
only as pastures for sheep, and even then not 
everywhere.  

The seas surrounding the UK (especially the North 
Sea) are very rich in fish. Herring, cod, flounder are 
found in abundance.  

 
Population  

 
National composition. The population of England 

was formed from a mixture of several nationalities. 
During the Roman era, the British Isles were inhabited 
by Celts. Later (in the 6th -7th centuries) southern 
England was invaded by Germanic tribes - the Angles 
and Saxons. The Celts were partly driven into the 
mountainous areas, partly mixed with the aliens. In the 
VIII-X centuries. Danes raided eastern England, and in 
1066 the Normans conquered England. (These were 
immigrants from Scandinavia, who settled in the 
northwest of France and became heavily French; along 
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with the Normans, many immigrants from different 
regions of France participated in the conquest of 
England.) The Normans, having conquered England, for 
a long time differed in language and customs from the 
defeated Anglo-Saxons. Only a few centuries later they 
switched to English, that is, to the language of the 
Anglo-Saxons, which, however, included many words 
from the Old French language brought by the Normans. 
Since then, England has not seen new aliens. 

The bulk of the p opulationñthe British ñis 
distinguished by great national homogeneity. The Celts 
of Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland have retained 
their national characteristics. However, very few non -
English speaking Celts remain. 

The program of the British Communist Party contains 
a demand to end the violent dismemberment of Ireland 
and ensure its national unity, as well as òfully recognize 
the national demands of the Scottish and Welsh Yarods 
and meet them in accordance with the wishes of these 
peoples.ó 

 
Population density. Cities.  Great Britain is one of 

the most densely populated countries in the world; the 
average population density in the United Kingdom is 
more than 200 people and 1 sq. km (and in England 
itself ñabout 300 people). In no other trance is there 
such a preponderance of the city over the countryside, 
as in the cities of England the whole population lives). 
In London (more than a million people live with the 
suburbs, about the same, with a split of Belgium. The 
large cities of the industrial regions of central and 
western England are especially densely concentrated; 
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here. ò3 citiesñBirmingham, Liverpool and Manchesterñ
each have Lyon residents. 

 
Emigration.  The development of British capitalism 

was accompanied by mass emigration from England and 
especially from Ireland. In the XIX century. the 
proletarianisation of the population proceeded at such a 
pace that even during periods of industrial growth there 
were still many people who did not have a constant 
income. At first, it was mainly farmers and artisan s who 
were driven off the land who were deported, who lost 
their jobs due to the replacement of manual labor with 
machines. Then, when the flourishing of English industry 
ended, unemployment became forcing skilled industrial 
workers to emigrate. On the oth er hand, the colonies 
also attracted representatives of the English wealthy 
bourgeoisie, who were sent there for profit or in order 
to òmake a careeró in the administrative service.  

The massive emigration of the British contributed to 
the widespread spread of the English language and 
English political and cultural influence outside England. 
English is the dominant language in the USA, Canada, 
Australia, New Zealand.  

After the First World War, due to the rise in 
unemployment, the urge to emigrate increased. But the 
possibility of emigration has dwindled. The United 
States and Canada began to restrict the admission of 
immigrants, as their work issue became aggravated.  

The class composition of the population. The data 
on the class composition of English society and on how 
the British people õs income is distributed between 
workers and capitalists reveal sharp class inequalities. 
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Workers and employees make up almost 90% of the 
entire working population; small owners working 
without hired labor, 6 percent; capitali sts, 

exploiting other people õs labor, 4%. This group of 
capitalists not only exploits the working people of 
England itself, but also collects tribute from colonial 
and semi-colonial countries; 55% of the total national 
income falls into its hands. Among th e capitalists there 
is a large group of rentier, that is, a part of the 
bourgeoisie that is not engaged in any kind of labor and 
receives interest on capital.  

Only 45% of the national income falls into the hands 
of the working people, who make up 96% of th e total 
population. Moreover, within the group of workers 
itself, there are sharp differences between highly paid 
employees and the privileged working class, on the one 
hand, and the rank and file mass of workers, on the 
other sides.  

 
The situation of the working class.  During the 

heyday of English capitalism, the bourgeoisie could, 
without prejudice to its own pockets, allocate a certain 
share of its super-profits to better pay the top of the 
working class. In this way, an obedient òlabor 
aristocracyó was created, helping the bourgeoisie to 
control and suppress the labor movement. But the 
calamities of the ordinary working masses were not 
destroyed. The overall share of the working class in the 
distribution of the national income did not increase, but 
decreased. 

In the largest centres of Great Britain, which 
concentrate colossal wealth, there are hideous slums 
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with filthy, fetid nooks and crannies, with crumbling 
shacks, where an incredibly crowded population lives.  

These slums are a living indictment agains t British 
capitalism and against capitalism in general. The slums 
of Glasgow (Scotlandõs main industrial centre ) are 
described by government commissioners who surveyed 
them: òIt is difficult to describe the conditions in which 
people live in the houses we surveyed. All these houses 
are not habitable. Many houses are surrounded by the 
walls of other houses and are thus deprived of light and 
air. Dampness is felt everywhere, walls and ceilings are 
saturated with moisture. There are almost no sanitary 
faciliti es anywhere. Destruction is everywhere. The 
walls and ceilings are rotted, there are huge holes in 
the walls, the plaster is crumbling. One cold, damp 
room can accommodate 8 people. I have seen enough of 
the most terrible poverty both here and on the 
conti nent, but after visiting the slums of Glasgow, i t 
seems to me that in no civilis ed country can you find 
such a centre  of crime, poverty and disease that would 
equal Glasgow. No one seems to care about cleaning up 
this hotbed of crime, filth and epidemics i n the centre  
of the kingdomõs second city. The workersõ quarters 
seem to form a different world in comparison with the 
quarters inhabited by the big bourgeoisie. Mortality in 
workersõ neighbourhoods, especially children, is much 
higher than the average for  the whole of England.  

 
Features of the development of England  

 
The power of England is in the past.  England can 

be called the birthplace of capitalism. In a bitter 
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struggle, England in turn broke a number of her rivals ñ 
Spain, the Netherlands, France, secured supremacy at 
sea, captured vast and rich colonies ñalmost a quarter 
of the world.  

The British bourgeoisie created a system of 
oppression and exploitation of the colonial peoples of 
many millions on an unrivaled scale.  

England created a large factory in dustry earlier than 
all other countries. Many of the most important 
technical inventions that created a real revolution in 
industrial production were made in England in the 
second half of the 18th century. and at the beginning of 
the XIX century. England was the first to create a 
powerful heavy industry, taking advantage of the 
combination of coal and iron on its territory. In England 
in 1825 the first railway train was launched. For a long 
time England was a world factory, the first industrial 
country in t he world.  

Until the end of the XIX century. The British navy, 
without rivals, dominated the seas, and the British 
merchant fleet not only transported the products of the 
British industry all over the world and brought the raw 
materials it needed from every where, but also served 
the trade of other countries and was a world carrier.  

By concentrating colossal wealth in her hands, 
England became the world banker; loans that the British 
bourgeoisie gave to foreign countries, capital invested 
her to foreign enter prises, not only brought huge 
profits, but also subordinated the weak and backward 
countries to the influence of England.  
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Slowdown in development and weakening of 
power. Since the end of the XIX century. the dominance 
of England has faltered. The pace of its industrial 
development is slowing down more and more. At the 
same time, new industrial countries ñGermany and the 
USAñare coming forward; they overtake England in 
industrial production. The share of England in world 
industrial production is declining. ( Back in 1870, 
England accounted for about half of the world õs total in 
coal mining, iron smelting and cotton processing; in 
1900 its share was close to 1/4, and in 1938 it was 1/5 
in coal production, about 1/10 in pig iron smelting and 
cotton processing.  

Most importantly, British industry began to lose its 
technical superiority. For over 100 years of the 
existence of the English factory industry, many 
enterprises that were once the last word in technology 
have become obsolete. During the time of England õs 
industrial supremacy, the British manufacturers were 
accustomed to the fact that their goods were in great 
demand; they could not particularly care about the 
organization of sales, about adjusting to demand. And 
when hard times came, the British industrial and 
commercial apparatus turned out to be little prepared 
for the struggle, inflexible.  

The raw materials resources of England, with the 
scale that the industrial development of the advanced 
countries has assumed, have become insufficient. The 
best reserves of iron ore began to dwindle. In modern 
industry, resources are of great importance, which in 
England were not at all or were few: oil, hydropower, 
non-ferrous metals.  
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Englandõs domination of the sea remained, but it 
was no longer as indisputable as before. In the XX 
century. the USA, Germany, and Japan became the 
first -class maritime powers. England now had to 
abandon its previous ruleñto have a navy no weaker 
than the fleets of any two states put together.  

After the First World War, England õs financial 
strength also wavered. American capital began to 
penetrate into many countries where English capital 
used to dominate (for example, in the countries of 
South America and even in Canada, although the latter 
is the British dominion).  

In the British Empire it self, the rule of England was 
not as strong as it was in the past. In the British 
dominions, especially in Canada and Australia, 
significant industry has grown. They have created their 
own interests, which often run counter to the interests 
of England. The national liberation movements of the 
colonial peoples intensified.  

In the first period of the Second World War, the 
massive raids by German aviation on the industrial 
centres of England (especially violent in the fall of 
1940), although they could not par alyze British industry, 
did damage it. After the German attack on the Soviet 
Union, the diversion of German forces to the Soviet 
front saved Britain from the threat of a German 
invasion; the raids on England almost ceased, which 
saved England from great destruction. Nevertheless, the 
British government in every possible way delayed the 
opening of a second front against Germany, striving to 
weaken the Soviet Union. But the victories of the Soviet 



174 

 

Army thwarted the implementation of these insidious 
plans. 

 
Characteristics of modern England.  From the 

above, it is clear that the economy of England is 
extremely complex. In no other country is there such a 
preponderance of industry over agriculture as in 
England: almost half of its population is employed in 
industry and only 5% in agriculture; England exports 
manufactured goods, while in food she lives primarily on 
purchased goods. In this sense, the UK is often referred 
to as an industrial country. But this is not enough. Great 
value in the British economy are sea  trade and shipping, 
the export of capital and especially the exploitation of 
the colonies. By the time of the Second World War, 
England provided 9-10% of world industrial production, 
yielding in terms of industrial output to the United 
States, the Soviet Union and Germany. At the same 
time, its colonial possessions concentrate almost three -
fourths of the world õs population (or about three -
quarters of the population of all colonial possessions in 
the world). It is quite obvious that the importance of 
England in the world economy and world politics as a 
colonial power is greater than its industrial importance. 
Lenin at one time defined British imperialism as 
òcolonial imperialism. ó 

The Second World War, which caused major damage 
to British finances, trade rel ations, the navy and further 
strengthened the economic position of the United 
States, led to a further weakening of British power. 
During the war, òEngland found herself in military -
economic dependence on American food and 
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manufactured goods, and after the  war ended, Britain õs 
financial and economic dependence on the United 
Statesó (Zhdanov). 

Among the imperialist powers, Great Britain no 
longer occupies the dominant position that it once 
occupied, but follows the lead of the richer and 
stronger American imperialism. At the same time, the 
growth of national liberation movements in the colonies 
undermines the colonial power of England.  

 
Political system.  The head of state is the king who 

occupies the throne by inheritance. However, it is justly 
said about him that he òreigns, but does not rule. ó 
Legislative power is the parliament, which consists of 
two chambers: the House of Commons (lower house), 
elected by the people, and the House of Lords (upper 
house), which is based on the nobility, occupying seats 
in t he house by inheritance. Of these, the House of 
Commons is more important. The House of Lords (whose 
rights were severely curtailed at the beginning of the 
20th century) is now essentially an advisory body; it can 
slow down the passage of a law that has passed through 
the House of Commons, but it cannot finally reject it. 
The executive branch is the government, that is, the 
cabinet of ministers headed by the prime minister. The 
prime minister is appointed by the king, entrusting him 
with the composition of the cabinet; but at the same 
time the king cannot choose: the leader (leader) of the 
party that has the majority in the House of Commons 
must be the prime minister. The government is held 
accountable to parliament; if the House of Commons 
voted to vote no confidence in the government, it must 
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resign. In practice, however, the government that 
concentrates the leading head of the majority party has 
the ability to command the House of Commons and 
carry out through it what was decided in a narrow circle 
of part y leaders. In this situation, the debate and voting 
in parliament degenerated into a formality. In turn, the 
government depends on the big capitalists, in whose 
hands are the main levers of the country õs economic 
life. Thus, the form and content of the Eng lish state 
system are in sharp contradiction with each other.  

1. For three centuries (since the English Revolution 
of the 17th century), the political system of England has 
been developing without revolutionary upheavals, that 
is, not by radically breaking  the old and building a new 
one, but by compromising between the old and the 
new. For the ruling classes in England, this course of 
affairs was very advantageous, since it allowed them to 
maintain a dominant position with all changes and 
prevent the masses from solving basic political issues. 
That is why the British political system in the eyes of 
the liberal bourgeoisie, not only in England, but also in 
many other countries, served as a model. And from this 
the course of development results in a multitude of 
vestiges of antiquity, which is very characteristic of the 
state system of England and for its external design. In 
fact, one of these survivals is the king, who has long 
since lost real power. The òappointment ó of the prime 
minister by the king, as we h ave seen, is only a 
formality. The content of the òthrone speechesó the 
king in parliament is determined by the prime minister. 
The kingõs approval of laws that have passed through 
parliament is also a formality ñhe has no power not to 
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approve them. However , one should not think that the 
preservation of the powerless king is deprived of 
political meaning. The British bourgeoisie needs the 
king to cloud the class consciousness of the masses, to 
maintain nationalism and òloyaló patriotism among the 
people. The King is portrayed and glorified as the 
personification of the òunityó of the British nation and 
all the peoples that make up the British Empire, as a 
symbol of the stability of òold Englandó. The 
glorification of òold Englandó is also served by various 
features of antiquity, preserved in the ritual design of 
state power (for example, judges and lawyers in the 
performance of their duties must certainly be in 
medieval gowns and wigs). 

2. The proletariat in England has long constituted 
the bulk of the populat ion. However, having created an 
obedient labor aristocracy, the ruling bourgeoisie of 
England was able, in opposition to the revolutionary 
labor movement, to create a movement of a 
compromising, reformist character aimed at deceiving 
the working masses. The trade unions (trade unions) and 
the so-called Labor (òworkersó) party have this 
character.  

3. The British bourgeoisie, which has accumulated a 
wealth of experience in ruling over a long period of its 
domination, has enormous financial resources for 
organizing election campaigns, various means of 
processing òpublic opinion ó (through the press, radio, 
cinema, etc.). The working masses do not possess such 
means. Therefore, it is not surprising that parliamentary 
elections produce results that do not meet th e interests 
of the masses of voters.  



178 

 

In recent years, the two main bourgeois parties h ave 
been competing in elections ñthe Conservatives, which 
unite most of the landowners and the big bourgeoisie, 
and the Labourites, which have already been mentioned 
above. Even if the Labor Party wins, this does not 
change the essence of the matter. In 1945, the Labor 
government came to power in England, formed by the 
leaders of the same òlabor aristocracyó, which was 
mentioned above. It nationalized some branches of the 
British economy (including the coal and metallurgical 
industries and the main banks), but this partial 
nationalization in its essence was not a blow to rotten 
British capitalism, but an attempt to save it with partial 
òrepairsó. 

Those industries that were i n a particularly difficult 
situation were nationalized ñthey demanded huge funds 
for re -equipment, in fact, did not bring income. 
Meanwhile, the former owners of ònationalisedó 
enterprises are paid income at the expense of the state; 
At the expense of the s tate, the production is also re -
equipped. For the most part, the former owners have 
remained at the head of the ònationalisedó enterprises. 
Thus, this capitalist ònationalisationó has benefited the 
capitalists.  

In its foreign policy, the Labor government, together 
with the reactionary US government, pursued an 
aggressive policy directed against the Soviet Union and 
the peopleõs democracies, against the liberation 
movements of the colonial peoples and posing the 
threat of a new world war. At the end of 1951,  the 
Labourites were defeated in the elections. 
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Conservatives came to power; the essence of the British 
governmentõs policy did not change from this.  

4. However, along with the weakening of British 
imperialism, the foundations of the rule of the British 
bourgeoisie are undermined, and the class struggle is 
unleashed. In the Labor Party, the left wing is 
strengthening, which does not agree with the 
reactionary policies of the right leaders. The Communist 
Party (which emerged in 1920) is gaining more and more  
prestige among the working masses. And the unleashing 
of the class struggle in England itself, as well as the 
upsurge of the liberation struggle in the colonies, 
promises serious dangers for the bourgeoisie, which 
dominates in a country where the majority  of the 
population is the proletariat, and holds in subjection a 
huge empire with many millions of half -slaves. 

In 1951, the British Communist Party published its 
program entitled Britain õs Road to Socialism. The 
program says: òOnly with the establishment of socialism 
will Britain be able to finally solve its problems and 
guarantee its people a good life, lasting peace and a 
steadily increasing standard of living. ó To achieve this 
goal, Britain needs to transform its system into the 
system of peopleõs democracy, to destroy the power of 
the big capitalists through the socialist nationalization 
of large -scale industry, banks, large landed property, 
etc., to introduce a planned economy; it is necessary to 
òtransform the existing imperialist empire based on 
inequality into a strong, free, equal association of 
peoples by granting the colonies national 
independence.ó It is necessary to end Britain õs 
subordination to American imperialism, to withdraw 
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from aggressive alliances, to unite with the Soviet Union 
and other peace-loving countries in the struggle for 
peace. This program is an important factor in rallying 
the British working class, like most of the entire British 
people, in the struggle for socialism and peace.  

 
 

Overview of the Economy  
 

Industry  
 
General cha racteristics.  A characteristic feature of 

British industry is its bias towards the production of 
high-quality expensive products. With a lack of its own 
raw material base, with an abundance of skilled labor, 
with high production costs, it becomes unprofita ble to 
produce semi-finished products or cheap mass-produced 
products. In this, England is undeniably superior to the 
more standardized and technically equipped industry in 
the United States. But British industry retains significant 
advantages in industrie s requiring experience and 
skilled labourñin the production of sophisticated 
machinery, valuable factory and transport equipment, 
and high-quality fabrics.  

England imports large quantities of semi -finished 
and less valuable products (for example, while 
exporting huge quantities of textile products, England 
at the same time imports many cheap fabrics).  

The composition of British industry distinguishes 
between the old industries that developed in the era of 
the industrial revolution and new industries that 



181 

 

developed in the 20th century, especially after the First 
World War. 

 
Old export industries.  The main branches of British 

industry are its old export branches: the textile 
industry, coal mining, metallurgy, the production of 
steam engines, textile machinery,  shipbuilding, steam 
locomotive building. These are the same industries that 
at one time formed the basis of the world domination of 
British industry.  

The disadvantages of the old branches of British 
industry are the scatteredness of enterprises, their 
irr ational placement, and the obsolete equipment. 
There are many small mines in th e coal industry. In the 
mechanisation of coal mining, England lags behind the 
United States. The small size of enterprises increases 
the cost of administration and the organizat ion of  sales, 
complicates the mechanisation and rationalis ation of 
production. All this creates high production costs, and it 
is more and more difficult for English coal to find a 
break-even market. The extraction of coal in 1913 was 
292 million tons, in 1 950ñ220 million tons.  

A similar situation in metallurgy: inconvenient 
location of enterprises, poor development of industrial 
combination, low productivity of the domain (of course, 
in comparison with advanced technology). Although 
after the First World Wa r, some measures were taken to 
reorganize the old industries, but this did not lead to a 
serious renewal of the old industries, this requires a 
radical restructuring of these industries.  

The capitalist ònationali sationó of the coal and 
metallurgical indust ries, carried out after the Second 
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World War, also did not get these industries out of 
difficulties; on the contrary, huge payments to the 
former owners place a heavy burden on the budgets of 
these industries, ma king them difficult to reorganis e. 

 

 
 

23. Coal and iron ore basins of Great Britain.  
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British metallurgical production is characterized by 
a strong preponderance of steel smelting (about 16 
million tons per year) over pig iron smelting (9 -10 
million tons). This overweight is due to the use of a 
large amount of scrap iron for steel smelting.  

The most important branch of the textile industry is 
cotton, in second place is woolen, followed by jute and 
silk. The cotton industry used to provide a huge export 
of fabrics. After the First World War, in connec tion with 
the development of the cotton industry in a number of 
countries (including colonial ones) that had previously 
served as markets for English textiles, the export of 
fabrics from England fell sharply.  

 

 
24. Metal industry in Great Britain.  
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The old industries developed during the dominance 
of steam power; they were located at the coal basins, 
which gave this energy.  

 
New industries.  In a more favorable position in 

comparison with the old export industries are the later 
emerging industries: electrica l engineering, the 
chemical industry, the production of artificial silk, the 
automotive and aviation industries. These industries are 
at a high technical level; they widely use industrial 
combination.  

Initially, they worked mainly for the domestic 
market, but later some of them (especially electrical 
engineering, chemistry) took a prominent place in 
British exports. In their location, they are not as closely 
related as the old industries associated with coal. 
Although partly new industries overlapped on the  old 
industrial regions of central and western England, many 
new businesses sprang up in the London area. 

 
Agriculture  

 
The importance of agriculture in England.  In none 

of the most important capitalist countries agriculture 
has been reduced to such an insignificant place as in 
England. Agriculture usually provides less than half of 
food consumption.  

The plowed area is about 1/4 throughout the UK. A 
much larger area is occupied by meadows. During the 
war of 1914-1918, and even more during the Second 
World War, due to the reduction in imports, it was 
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necessary to take urgent measures to expand the 
cultivated area.  

Agricultural development is hampered by the 
existing conditions of land tenure and land use. Most of 
the land belongs to large landowners ñlandlords. 
Landlords themselves usually do not manage their 
farms, but lease the land. Land ownership for them is a 
source of income, a necessary component of òsocial 
statusó and a means of entertainment: a significant part 
of the land is allotted by the lords for parks or 
heathlandsñreserves for hunting. There are no wild 
animals in England for a long time, with the exception 
of hunting reserves, and hunting is not a commercial, 
but purely sporting character.  

The main group of farmers is tenant -farmers, leasing 
plots ranging from 20 to 120 hectares and running a 
farm with hired workers. Thus, the agricultural 
proletariat in England is quite numerous.  

 
Agriculture specialisation.  British agriculture 

specialized in highly productive meat and dairy farming 
(cattle bree ding, pig breeding, poultry farming). It 
supplies cities with valuable, high -quality products 
designed for a wealthy consumer - fresh meat, beaten 
poultry, cream, cheese. Almost half of all the cultivated 
area is occupied by forage grasses and root crops 
(clover, forage turnip, forage beets). Nevertheless, 
large quantities of meat and dairy products are 
imported (from Denmark, New Zealand, Ireland, 
Argentina). Fruit and vegetable farming is of great 
importance: gardening and horticulture, especially the 
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production of various early vegetables (cucumbers, 
tomatoes, young potatoes, asparagus).  

In the western and northern regions of Great Britain, 
most of the area is occupied by sheep breeding on 
natural pastures (breeds are bred that give a lot of 
meat and rela tively little wool; England is far from 
having enough wool). 

Of the grain crops in England, oats are the most 
common, less whimsical to climatic conditions. Only in 
eastern England is wheat planting of major importance.  

 
Fishing.  The seas surrounding the UK are one of the 

worldõs premier fishing areas; the annual catch exceeds 
1 million tons of fish (most of all herring and cod). The 
extensive Dogger Bank (in the North Sea) is of particular 
importance for fishing.  

 
Transport  

 
Domination of the sea has always been one of the 

main foundations of British power. This follows from the 
insular position of Great Britain, from the scattered 
nature of its possessions, from the nature of the British 
economy, which required a huge supply of food and raw 
materials, the dispatch of industrial goods and coal 
abroad. It should also be noted that the British 
merchant fleet up to the Second World War served not 
only most of the cargo turnover of the British Empire, 
but also a very significant share of the cargo turnover of 
many other countries. The British merchant fleet has 18 
million tons (22% of the world õs tonnage). During the 
war, the US fleet has grown greatly, so now England is 
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at sea much inferior to the United States. Britain õs 
irrecoverable loss of her naval primacy deals a heavy 
blow to British imperialism.  

The most important British ports are London (first in 
terms of import), Liverpool (first in terms of export), 
Hull, Manchester, Southampton, Glasgow, Newcastle, 
Bristol, Cardiff. Dover is of great importance for 
passenger connections to the mainland. Important 
military ports are Portsmouth, Plymouth, Chatham.  

In the internal cargo turnover, the bulk of goods is 
carried by railways (in terms of the density of the 
railway network, England is in second place in the wo rld 
after Belgium), in the second place is sea transportation 
by cabotage, in the third place is transportation by 
inland waterways. England has a dense network of 
canals and flooded rivers. But most of this network was 
created a long time ago, channels an d gateways are 
outdated, their throughput is small and not the same in 
different areas. The Manchester Sea Canal, built at the 
end of the XIX century; thanks to him, Manchester, 
located in the interior of the country, became a major 
seaport.  

 
Foreign Trade  and Export of Capital  

 
As an industrial country with an insufficient raw 

material and food base, England must import a huge 
amount of raw materials and foodstuffs (cotton, wool, 
rubber, oil, various ores, timber, bread, butter, meat, 
tea, sugar, fruits, e tc.). If England were cut off from 
the foreign market for a long time, the population 
would be doomed to starvation, and industry to almost 
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complete inaction. On the other hand, the main 
branches of British industry export a very significant 
part of their products (textiles, metal products and 
machinery, chemical products, coal); they cannot 
develop without foreign sales. From this it is clear how 
important the importance of foreign trade is for Great 
Britain, how strong its dependence on the foreign 
market  is. 

A feature of British foreign trade is the strong excess 
of imports over exports. This depends on the following 
reasons:  

1. Receiving huge incomes from the colonies and 
semi-colonies, the British bourgeoisie could òlive 
widelyó, buy expensive goods abroad, without 
hesitation in payments.  

 
The total amount of British capital invested abroad 

reached 3.7 billion pounds by the beginning of the 
Second World War. More than half of this amount was 
deposited in the countries of the British Empire, most of 
all in Australia, India, Canada, South Africa. Of the non -
British countries, most of the British capital was in the 
countries of South America (Argentina and Brazil), China 
and Iran. British capital owns huge sources of raw 
materials not only in the British Em pire, but also in many 
other countries. Oil companies with British capital 
extract oil in Venezuela, Iraq and other countries. In the 
hands of British capital the largest production of rubber 
(in Malacca), wool (in Australia, New Zealand, South 
Africa), ti n (in Malacca), etc.  

 
Great Britain received 200 million pounds sterling 

annually from its foreign investments before the Second 
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World War. In addition, about 100 million pounds 
sterling of income was received from the transport of 
foreign goods on British ships. With these revenues, 
Great Britain used to cover most of its shortfall in 
foreign trade.  

2. Between the two world wars, British industry 
began to experience serious export difficulties. The lag 
between export and import increased so much that it 
was already difficult to cover the difference.  

As a result of the Second World War, the financial 
position of Great Britain deteriorated significantly. The 
export during the war years was * insignificant and after 
the war it is restored with great difficulti es. Many 
foreign investments had to be spent on the purchase of 
various materials and on the conduct of the war. Great 
Britain has accumulated large military debts. The USA, 
which increased its industry and its navy during the war, 
became for Great Britain  an even more dangerous rival 
in trade and shipping than it was before. At the same 
time, Englandõs reactionary foreign policy is costly: the 
British government spends huge sums of money on the 
maintenance of armed forces abroad, the main purpose 
of which is to suppress democratic movements. The 
British government received a large loan from the 
United States ($3750 million) and quickly spent it to 
cover its many ògapsó. In turn, this loan, provided to 
England on difficult conditions for her, and then 
Britai nõs subordination to the òMarshall Planó, 
significantly increase the economic and political 
dependence of British imperialism on US imperialism.  

This, however, does not in any way eliminate the 
contradictions between Britain and the United States. 
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On the contrary, the invasion of American goods and 
capital into the countries of the British Empire, the 
seizure of the richest oil reserves in the Middle East by 
the American monopolies, like many other actions 
detrimental to British interests, aggravate Anglo -
American contradictions.  

 
Regions 

 
South East England (London district)  
 
General characteristics.  South East England is the 

historical core of Great Britain. This is the commercial 
and agricultural òold Englandó, which has become the 
centre  of the greatest colonial power.  

The peculiarity of the geographical position of 
southeast England is its close connection with the 
mainland. The Thames estuary is located just 250 km 
from the Scheldt and Rhine estuaries, and the chalk 
cliffs of the English coast (near Dov er) are visible from 
the French coast in clear weather. Relatively fertile 
soils and ease of intercourse contributed to the 
accumulation of a dense agricultural population here. 
Englandõs earliest links with mainland Europe were 
established through the Pas-de-Calais and the southern 
North Sea. 

The industrial revolution, which shifted the centre  
of gravity of the English economy to the regions of coal 
and iron, was reflected in two ways in the historical 
development of òold Englandó. She created a population  
retreat to the new industrial areas of northwest 
England. During the XIX century. population growth in 
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southeast England, excluding London and its immediate 
surroundings, was dramatically slower than in the 
industrial regions of the northwest. With the 
accelerated growth of British capitalism that began with 
the Industrial Revolution, London õs commercial, 
financial and political importance is increasing.  

The port of London gathers goods from all over the 
world and distributes them not only throughout Engla nd 
itself, but also across the countries of the European 
continent. London banks collect capital from the 
colonies and semi-colonial vassals of England; London 
becomes the worldõs financial centre , the capital of a 
gigantic colonial empire.  

In terms of pop ulation, London becomes the first 
city in the world. London retained this primacy until the 
beginning of the 20th century. From the second decade 
of the XX century. New York came out on top. In 1938, 
the population of London proper was 4.1 million, with 
the suburbs, within the òGreater Londonó, 8.7 million. 
In 1948, London properñ3.3 million, òGreater Londonóñ
8,2 million.  

The industry of southeast England before the First 
World War was limited to the service of sea and rail 
transport and the large populatio n of London itself 
(food, shoe, clothing industry). In the period between 
the two world wars, the industrial importance of the 
London area grew. Large automobile, electrical, 
aviation, and chemical factories arose in the London 
area. However, even now London remains not so much 
an industrial centre as a financial, trade, transport and 
administrative centre.  
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Port of London.  London is located on the Thames 
estuary, which opens a sea route into the southeast of 
England; it is Englandõs closest sea gateway to the 
continent. The commercial core of London ñthe Cityñ 
arose at the end of the estuary, where it was still deep 
enough for the passage of ships, but where it was 
already narrow enough and convenient for building a 
bridge. At the London Bridge, a junction wa s formed of 
sea transport deeply penetrating the country, river 
navigation on the Thames and land roads that crossed 
the river along the bridge.  

The port of London in terms of its turnover is one of 
the largest ports in the world (along with New York). 
More than 1/3 of Englandõs trade turnover passes 
through it. London imports more than it exports; in 
terms of export, London is inferior to Liverpool, which 
serves the main industrial and export region of England.  

The modern Port of London stretches 40 km dow n 
from London Bridge. With the increase in the tonnage of 
sea-going vessels, the depth of the Thames at the 
London Bridge became insufficient for sea -going ships 
(its minimum at low tide is 2.7 m, maximum at high tide 
is 8-9 m). For large vessels, it was n ecessary to build 
docks in the lower, deeper part of the estuary and to 
build closed pools that retain a high water level at low 
tide (docks). The mooring line of London Wharfs is 54 
km. Nevertheless, a large part of the unloading of ships 
is carried out u sing auxiliary barges. The port of London 
is characterised by the absence of a general plan in its 
structures. Access roads to the port are cramped, and 
traffic along them is so dense that cars can hardly move 
to warehouses and marinas. The first impressio n of the 
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portõs work is randomness. Only the vast experience of 
the port personnel can avoid confusion and delays in 
cargo operations.  

 

 
25. London.  
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International political significance of London.  
During the heyday of British capitalism, London 
effectivel y directed the international politics of much of 
the world. And now London plays a big role as a political 
centre , where the foreign policy is òmadeó not only of 
England itself, but also of many countries connected with 
it. International conferences have b een convened in 
London many times. On the other hand, London played a 
prominent role in the past as an international centre  for 
revolutionary emigration. K. Marx lived in London from 
1849 until the end of his life (1883), who led the 
international labor mo vement from here. The First 
International is founded in London. The congresses of the 
RSDLP took place here: II (partially), III and V (1903, 
1905, 1907). 

 
Geography of Lo ndon.  In the centre  of the city ñthe 

City] is the citadel of the commercial and financ ial might 
of the English bourgeoisie. Banks, stock exchanges, 
boards of shipping companies are located here. In the 
City, deals of world importance are concluded, from here 
the upper circles of the English bourgeoisie manage their 
capital. The City has alm ost no permanent population. In 
the morning, a human stream rushes here from all parts 
of London and from its suburbs. At the end of the work, 
the City becomes empty, less than ten thousand people 
remain in it at night, almost exclusively security.  

 
West of the City ñWestminster, the political centre  of 

London, containing government offices, parliament, 
ministries, and the highest judicial institutions. Westminster 
is adjacent to the bourgeois quarters of the West End. There 
are luxurious mansions of financi al magnates and aristocracy, 
small mansions (cottages) of the smaller bourgeoisie. Here 
are the main cultural institutions of London ñmuseums, 
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libraries, clubs, theatres. The decoration of the western 
quarters is the vast parks for which London is famous. T he 
largest of them is Hyde Park. The workers õ quarters, 
including the gloomy slums of London, are located mainly in 
the east, near the port. The overcrowding of the population 
here reaches incredible proportions. Especially òfamousó for 
its slums is the East End, a working-class area that adjoins 
the City to the east.  

The population of London proper, within its official city 
limits, has long been declining; apartments in London are 
expensive, and living in the city centre  for middle -class 
people is no longer òaffordable ó. The densest network of 
railroads, underground and bus lines allows London 
employees to settle in 30 -40 kilometres  from the centre . But 
the density of traffic on the main streets reaches extreme 
limits, despite the presence of underground ro ads carrying 
millions of passengers per day. 

During the Second World War, German bombing raids in 
London caused significant damage. Recovery is extremely 
slowly, and the housing needs of London workers and 
employees sharply escalated. One of the main reasons for 
this is private ownership of land: land owners are asking for 
huge sums for the right to develop the affected 
neighbourhoods. 

The south of eastern England is a continuous suburb 
of London. London has pushed its suburbs so far and has 
so dominated th e whole of southeast England that it is 
not easy to pinpoint exactly where London ends. Even 
the most remote southeast cities from London are 
actually its appendages. Dover and Southampton serve 
as Londonõs out-ports for fast passenger connections. 
Chatham at the Thames Estuary and Portsmouth on the 
English Channel are military ports that guard the 
approaches to London. Fishing ports in eastern and 
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southern England supply London with fresh fish. Among 
other cities in southeast England, Oxford and Cambridge 
stand outñancient cities famous for their universities. 
Oxford and Cambridge Universities, founded in the 12th 
century, are the main centres of English higher 
education. Teaching (especially in Oxford) is imbued 
with conservative -aristocratic traditions an d 
nationalism.  

 
Agriculture has retained greater importance in 

southern and eastern England than in the rest of England. 
The plain between the lower Thames and the Humber is 
the driest and sunniest part of the British Isles. Grain 
farming (wheat, barley) i s of great importa nce here. But 
the main specialisation of agriculture is the supply of 
fresh meat and dairy products, vegetables, fruits and 
flowers to the capital. Even the distant Channel Islands 
are busy with greenhouses and vegetable gardens 
supplying new potatoes, tomatoes and flowers to London.  

 
South West England 

 
The southwestern protrusion of England, which ends 

in the Cornwell Peninsula, is located separately. The 
influence of London here is no longer as strong as in the 
southeast, the population  is much less frequent. Bristol 
(located near the Bay of Bristol) is a significant port and 
industrial centre . Plymouth is located on the shores of 
the English Channelñone of the most important military 
ports in England. 
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North and West England  
 
North and West England is a land of coal, metal and 

textiles. Here are the world õs oldest large factory areas. 
They are located near the coal basins. There is no such 
universal centre  as London is in the south. 

 
Metalworking areas of Birmingham and Sheffield. 

Birmingham is located in the Central English Plain, south 
of the Pennines. Sheffield is located on the eastern 
edge of the Pennine. Both of these cities are the oldest 
centres of English metallurgy and metalworking. 
Smelting iron from local ores on charcoal b egan in them 
since ancient times. During the industrialisation  of 
England, Birmingham and Sheffield played a leading role 
in the creation of English heavy industry.  

Both Birmingham and Sheffield are overgrown with 
industrial suburbs. Each became the centre  of a whole 
area of various metal industries. The industry of 
Birmingham and its environs is especially diverse. Here 
you can find all production processesñfrom steel 
smelting to the manufacture of the finest products. A 
huge number of guns, revolvers, various machines, 
carriages, cars, bicycles, electrical apparatus, scientific 
instruments, bronze items and all kinds of small iron 
goods: locks, knives, nails, pins, fishhooks, feathers are 
produced here. There are many aircraft factories in the 
vicinity of Birmingham (especi ally in Coventry). Along 
with the newest large factories in Birmingham there are 
many small old businesses. 

Sheffield is a city of steel. He speciali sed in the 
production of quality steel and steel products: heavy 
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weapons, armor, railway wheels and axles, looms, etc. 
Sheffield and Birmingham are the main centre s for the 
production of weapons in England. They are home to 
the factories of Vickers, one of the world õs largest 
military manufacturing firms.  

The area of Birmingham is known as the Black 
Country. At  one time, for the first time, he showed in 
all its ugliness a picture of a capitalist mining region, 
completely devoid of greenery, littered with coal and 
slag, eternally shrouded in smoke, with barracks factory 
buildings and with ugly shacks inhabited by  working 
people.  

Coal and metallurgical region of South Wales. The 
wide Wales Peninsula, pushed to the west, is a rather 
rugged mountainous country. Most of it is sparsely 
populated. But along the southern edge of the 
mountainous country, off the coast of Bristol Bay, there 
is a large industrial area. The main wealth of this region 
is high-grade coal, which has a high calorific value and 
gives very little ash when burned; The òCardiffó coal 
grade is world -renowned as a fuel for steam engines. 
Coal seams come to the surface in many places. The 
proximity of the deposit to the sea facilitates the 
transport of coal. Coal was exported in large quantities 
from here abroad, but since the Second World War, the 
export of coal has dropped. The main coal port is 
Cardiff.  

The South Wales iron ore industry used to use local 
iron ore; with its depletion, metallurgy switched to 
imported ore and concentrated on the coast itself; her 
specialty is the production of steel, from which tin 
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(tinned with tin) is also made here, whi ch goes to tanks, 
cans, etc.  

 
The textile districts of Lancashire and Yorkshire.  

On both sides of the Pennine Mountains are Englandõs 
two main textile districts: Lancashire Cotton District on 
the west side and Yorkshire Wool District on the east.  
 

 
 

26. T extile industry in Lancashire and Yorkshire regions.  
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There is a close connection between both areas. The 
Pennine Mountains separating them are low and cut by 
valleys, along which not only railways are drawn, but 
also canals connecting the rivers of the ea stern and 
western slopes. In both areas, the textile industry is 
combined with the mining of coal and with the 
production of machinery for the textile industry, as well 
as with the electrical, chemical and military industries, 
especially in Lancashire duri ng the Second World War. In 
both areas, huge accumulations of the industrial 
population were formed. But the Lancashire region is 
ahead of Yorkshire in terms of industrial importance, in 
terms of industrial diversity, in the development of 
foreign trade, i n terms of the size of cities.  

 
The Pennines region has long been an area of sheep 

breeding and rural hand -woven wool; the local 
population developed skills for spinning and weaving. The 
impetus for the development of cotton production was 
given by the appearance of Indian calicoes in England; 
large the demand for them sparked the birth of the 
British cotton industry. Liverpool, which had longstanding 
trade ties with America, became a supplier of cotton for 
Lancashire. Motive power for enterprises were or iginally 
provided by rivers flowing from the slopes of the 
Pennines. With the invention of the steam engine and 
with the transition of industry to coal fuel began using 
the coalfields of Lancashire and Yorkshire. Finally, the 
moisture in the air, especiall y in Lancashire, gave the 
yarn the necessary elasticity.  

The cotton industry was a new industry for England 
industry Its development gave impetus to inventions in 
the mechanization of spinning and weaving. Inventions 
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made in Lancashire cotton industry, mad e a complete 
revolution in the technique of all textile production.  

 
The main centres of Lancashire are Liverpool and 

Manchester. Liverpool is located at the confluence of 
the Irish Sea. Mersey, Manchesterñ45 km east of it. 
They are connected by five doubl e-track railway lines 
and a canal accessible to sea vessels. 

Liverpool is the main port of western England. In 
terms of export, it ranks first in the UK, in terms of 
import ñsecond after London. Liverpool õs main trade 
ties are with America, West Africa, and  partly with 
Australia and India. Liverpool imports ñcotton, wool, 
non-ferrous metals, oil; export ñfabrics, yarns, textile 
machinery, electrical and chemical products. Liverpool 
is one of the world õs most important ports both in terms 
of turnover and equipm ent.  

Manchester is located in the heart of the Lancashire 
Industrial Region. Around him is a whole constellation of 
industrial cities; each specialized in certain types of 
yarns and fabrics. Many enterprises are engaged in 
ancillary industries: finishing a nd dyeing fabrics, 
production of dyes, etc. Textile machinery factories not 
only serve the British industry, but also send a large 
number of machines abroad.  

Factories and plants are located mainly in the 
suburbs of Manchester. In Manchester itself there a re 
trade enterprises, offices and warehouses. Thanks to 
the canal, Manchester has become a significant port.  

In the Yorkshire Woolen District, the main industrial 
centres are Bradford and Leeds. Yorkshireõs main port is 
Gull, located on the banks of the Hu mber.  
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Coal, metallurgical and shipbuilding region of 
northern England.  This area is located along the north -
east coast of England. Along the coastline stretches a 
coal basin, one of the most powerful in England.  

The centre  of the coal region of Newcastle, located 
at the mouth of the river. Mystery is the main coal port 
on the east coast of England and one of the largest 
shipbuilding centres. Outwardly, it is a city completely 
black from coal soot and dust.  

To the south is Middlesbrough, a large metallurgica l 
centre ; nearby there are deposits of iron ore, but a lot 
of foreign ore of higher quality than the local one is also 
brought here. Newcastle and Middlesbrough have a large 
chemical industry.  

 
Scotland 

 
The main industrial and agricultural region of 

Scotland is the Lowlands of Scotland. On the river Clyde 
is located Glasgowñthe largest industrial centre  of 
Scotland (1.1 million inhabitants). The Glasgow area is 
an old coal and steel industry.  

Glasgow is the UKõs most important shipbuilding 
centre . On the l ower reaches of the Clyde, shipyards 
stretch for many kilometres. Many of the largest ships in 
the British merchant and navy were built here. In 
addition to the coal, metallurgical and shipbuilding 
industries, there are many textile, chemical and glass 
industries in the Glasgow area.  

Glasgow is one of the largest work centres in the 
UK. His working-class quarters are notorious: they are 
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not worse and dirtier, even among the slums of East 
London. 

On the eastern edge of the Lowlands, near the Firth 
of Forth, there is Edinburgh, the national centre  of 
Scotland (formerly its capital). Edinburgh has a 
university, the Scottish Supreme Court, printing houses, 
and museums. 

 
Highlands of Scotland.  The Scottish Highlands, which 

occupy most of Scotland, is a sparsely populated, 
backward region. The natural conditions are rather 
harsh; fertile soils are found only in valleys and on the 
coast. The main branch of the economy is cattle 
breeding, but it is not developing either. An insignificant 
part of the area is under pro cessing. The main crop is 
oats. On the coast, the population lives by fishing.  

The South Scottish Highlands are lower and smaller in 
area than the North Highlands. Moreover, it is located on 
the routes connecting England with Central Scotland. The 
populati on is higher than in the north. In the mountains - 
sheep breeding, in the lowlands - cattle farms and fields 
of barley and wheat. Towns are small; their main 
industry is the production of woolen fabrics.  

 
The coast of Scotland and the surrounding islands 

are richly closed bays and bays. It is home to a number 
of British naval bases (including the important Scapa 
Flow base in the Orkney Islands). 
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BRITISH EMPIRE 
 

Dimensions and meaning. The British Empire is 
spread over all parts of the world and in all belts of the 
earth - from the Arctic to the Antarctic. According to 
official figures, the area of the British Empire (including 
Great Britain) 33 million sq. km \population over 560 
million people, that is, almost 1/4 of the entire 
territory and the entire population of the globe. In 
addition, part of the uninhabited areas of Antarctica is 
considered to belong to the UK.  

The official name of the British Empire, which has 
come into use lately, is the British Commonwealth of 
Nations. The purpose of this òdemocraticó name is to 
mask the imperialist essence of British colonial rule.  

Great Britain itself occupies in the British Empire 
only 1/135 by area and 1/11 by population.  

Possession of a colonial empire is the main strength 
Great Britain . Within the British E mpire are diversified 
resources. So, British possessions give 2/3 world gold 
production, about 9/10 of world nickel production, 
almost 2/3 manganese, 30 to 40% tin, copper, zinc, 
lead, half  world production of rubber and wool (world 
production  taken withou t the USSR). There are, 
however, resources that the British  the empire is not 
sufficiently secured. This is the situation with oil  (within 
the British Empire, about 3% of the world  oil 
production). English capital compensates for this 
deficiency  those that  develop oil fields in countries not  
included in the British Empire ñin Venezuela, in Iraq, in  
Indonesia. British possessions represent a large market 
sales for English manufactured goods. They also house 
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most of the capital exported from England. Finally,  
possessions located around the world, among which 
there are many strategically important points, allow 
England control most of the most important sea routes.  

 
Composition of the British Empire.  The British 

Empire is made up of countries at different levels  of 
development and varying degrees of dependence on 
Great Britain. The most developed parts of the British 
Empire have long since achieved self-government. These 
are the dominions: Canada, the Australian Union, New 
Zealand, the Union of South Africa. The predominant 
population of the first three are from Great Britain.  
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27. British Empire. Of the islands on the map, only those 

that are part of the British Empire are named.  
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28. The Suez canal.  

 
Each dominion has the usual organs of a bourgeois-

democrati c state systemñparliament, ministries. 
Dominions can have diplomatic representatives in other 
states, conclude treaties. They are members of the 
United Nations. But they cannot be considered 
independent. They are bound with England by 
agreements on mutual customs privileges; large British 
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capital is invested in their economy. After the Second 
World War, the influence of the United States in the 
British dominions increased.  

The main base of British colonial power has long 
been India, accounting for over 70% the population of 
the entire British Empire. Under the pressure of the 
liberation movement that erupted in India after second 
world war, British the government was forced to go for 
concessions: in India two dominions formed: India 
(Indian Union) and Pakistan (see. on this in the chapter 
on India). This did not satisfy the Indian masses 
demanding full independence, while the British 
government is trying in every possible way, under the 
guise of concessions, to preserve dominant positions in 
India. In 1948, t he dominion also became Ceylon. 

In addition to the dominions, the British Empire 
includes many colonies and protectorates. Colonies, for 
example, include all British possessions in America, 
except Canada (Jamaica, Trinidad, British Guiana, etc.), 
as well as many possessions in other parts of the world, 
including such small but strategically important 
possessions such as Gibraltar. Malta, Aden, Hong Kong. 
Protectorates differ from the colonies proper in that in 
them a certain semblance of power is retained b y the 
local kings or princelings. In fact, they are left with 
some income and honor, but in essence they are in 
complete subordination to the British officials assigned 
to them. This is the position, for example, of some 
British possessions in Africa and Arabia. By preserving 
their honorable position for the local rulers, the 
imperialists thereby attract them and the local nobility 
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surrounding them to their side, make them their 
accomplices in the oppression of the masses. 

Finally, the British Empire has wa rds (former 
mandate) territories. These are the former German 
possessions, transferred after the First World War to 
Great Britain itself or its dominions. Such are, for 
example, Tanganyikañin Africa (guardianship of Great 
Britain), the former Germanic New Guinea (guardianship 
of the Australian Union). Their position is not much 
different from that of the colonies.  

 
Geography of the British Empire.  The main 

possessions of the British Empire are concentrated in 
the basins of the Atlantic and Indian oceans. Th e power 
of Great Britain was born in the Atlantic part and the 
beginning of its colonial expansion was laid. In the 
eastern part of the Atlantic Ocean is the metropolis 
itself, on the opposite side of the ocean ñCanada and 
the West Indian colonies, the olde st possessions of 
England; on the African coastñNigeria, the Gold Coast 
and other colonies, as well as the Union of South Africa, 
facing both the Atlantic and Indian oceans.  

The main sea routes of the British Empire diverge 
from the metropolis: the route t o India and Australia 
through the Mediterranean Sea and the Suez Canal, the 
route to South Africa and around it to the Indian Ocean, 
the transatlantic routes to Canada and the West Indies.  

The bulk of the British colonial possessions lies along 
the shores of the Indian Ocean. It is the lifeblood of 
Englandõs colonial empire. The Indian Ocean is almost 
entirely surrounded by British possessions. In the west, 
in Africa, there is a chain of English possessions and 
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countries dependent on Englandñfrom Egypt to t he 
Union of South Africa (including Anglo -Egyptian Sudan, 
Kenya, Tanganyika, Northern and Southern Rhodesia), in 
the eastñthe Australian Union facing the Indian the 
ocean with its western part, in the north ñIndia, 
Pakistan, Ceylon, Malay possessions. The latter are 
located on the border of the Indian and Pacific Oceans.  

 

 
 

29. Gibraltar.  
 
The entrances to the Indian Ocean and the routes 

through it are guarded by a chain of naval bases; the 
main ones are: from the Mediterranean SeañAden, from 
the South Atlantic Oceanñthe Simonstown base (near 
Cape Town), from the Pacific OceanñSingapore. 

The connecting link between the Atlantic and Indian 
parts of the empire is the path: Strait of Gibraltar ñ 
Mediterranean SeañSuez CanalñRed Sea. Here passes 
main highway of i mperial relations (Great Britain ñIndia 



211 

 

with further ramifications). The Suez Canal also carries 
out almost all shipping traffic of Europe with the 
countries of South and East Asia, Australia and East 
Africa. The Suez Canal is 160 km long. In 1949, through 
the canal transported 69 million tons of cargo, more 
than half of which is oil from Iran and Arabia. The 
strategic importance of this connecting section great 
imperial path huge. He is guarded chain of naval bases: 
at the western entrance to the Mediterran ean Seañ 
Gibraltar, in the middle - an island Malta, in the east ñ 
the fortified island of Cyprus, Alexandria and Port Said 
(in Egypt), Aden (at the exit to the Indian Ocean).  
 

 
30. Singapore   
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31. Aden.  

 
 Another route to the Indian Ocean is around Af rica. 
The most important strategic importance here is the 
Union of South Africa.  

In the Pacific Ocean, Englandõs positions are 
relatively stronger in its southwestern part, that is, near 
the border with the Indian Ocean. Here are New 
Zealand, the Australia n Union with the eastern part of 
New Guinea, the Malay possessions with a naval base in 
Singapore (in the Strait of Malacca), Hong Kong (off the 
coast of South China). In America, the Pacific Ocean is 
adjacent to the small islands belonging to England, 
scattered across the Pacific Ocean, especially in its 
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southern part. In general, however, England õs position 
in the Pacific is weaker than in the Atlantic and Indian 
Oceans. 
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IRELAND 
 

The island of Ireland is politically divided in to two 
parts: 1) Northern Ireland, part of the United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland; area of 14 
thousand sq. km, population 1.3 million; main city ñ 
Belfast, 2) Republic of Ireland (Irish name ñEire)} area 
69 thousand square meters. km, population 3 million. 
The state system is a republic. The capital is Dublin. 
The Irish, who make up the main population of Ireland, 
belong to the Celtic group. As a result of England õs 
centuries of subjugation, most Irish people speak 
English; nevertheless, t hey represent a separate nation. 
The Irish government is seeking to restore the national 
language of the Irish.  

The island of Ireland is politically divided into two 
parts: 1) Northern Ireland, part of the United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Northern Irela nd; area of 14 
thousand sq. km, population 1.3 million; main city ñ 
(Belfast),  2) Republic of Ireland (Irish name ñEire) area 
69 thousand square meters. km, population 3 million. 
State systemñthe republic. The capital is Dublin. The 
Irish, who make up the main population of Ireland, 
belong to the Celtic group. As a result of England õs 
centuries of subjugation, most Irish people speak 
English; nevertheless, they represent a separate nation. 
The Irish government is seeking to restore the national 
language of the Irish.  

 
Natural conditions.  The entire middle part of the 

island is a low-lying plain; on the northern and southern 
outskirts, low mountain ranges rise, separated by wide 
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valleys. The climate of Ireland, like that of the west 
coast of Great Britain, is  typically oceanic, humid, 
sunless, more favorable for grassland and grassland than 
crops. The rivers of Ireland are small but deep; the 
main river Shannon flows through a chain of lakes, and a 
large power plant is built on it. Ireland is not rich in 
fossils. There are only large reserves of peat.  

 
Republic of Ireland (Eire).  The development of 

Ireland for many centuries was stifled by the oppression 
of England. The British government suppressed the Irish 
national liberation movement, but under the influenc e 
of the revolutionary movement that swept Ireland by 
the end of the First World War, it was forced to make 
concessions and grant most of Ireland the rights of 
dominion (in 1921). In 1937 Ireland declared itself an 
independent republic. During the Second W orld War, 
Ireland did not oppose the fascist aggressors, 
maintained friendly relations with them, and at the 
same time took an unfriendly position towards the 
Soviet Union. 

The consequence of the colonial oppression that 
gravitated over Ireland is its econ omic backwardness. 
Beginning in 1845-1846, when the crop failure caused a 
terrible famine, there was a massive emigration from 
Ireland, most of all to the United States. In 60 years, 
the population has almost halved.  

The backbone of the Irish economy is an imal 
husbandry. Livestock and livestock products (pork, 
poultry, dairy products, eggs) account for 2/3 of all 
exports from Ireland. The vast majority of Irish exports 
go to England. Farming in the background (main crops: 
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potatoes, oats and fodder roots). T he area under the 
meadows more than under arable land; his bread is in 
short supply.  

In Ireland, small -property poor farms predominate, 
usually not making ends meet; from this unsecured 
mass, a small but strong group of kulak masters stands 
out.  

The most developed branch of the Irish industry is 
the food industry (brewing, butter -making, cheese-
making, flour -grinding, bacon production, etc.). The 
main industrial centres and seaports of Ireland are 
Dublin (490 thousand inhabitants) and Cork.  

Northern Ireland , which remained part of the United 
Kingdom, has long been the base of English rule in 
Ireland. Here in the middle of the 17th century, a 
massive confiscation of Irish lands was carried out, and 
British military colonists were settled there. The 
bourgeoisie of Northern Ireland is closely connected 
with the British bourgeoisie. But the bulk of the working 
people are Irish. Industry is more significant here than 
in the rest of Ireland. Belfast (440 thousand inhabitants) 
is a major centre  of shipbuilding and l inen industry. 
Agriculture (oats, potatoes, flax) and animal husbandry 
are well developed.  
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FRANCE 
 
France is located in the west of the European 

mainland. She owns the island of Corsica on the 
Mediterranean Sea. The area of France is 551 thousand 
square meters km /  populationñ41 million. The capital 
is Paris. The political system is a bourgeois republic.  

 
Since the bourgeois revolution of 1789 -1794. France 

is administratively divided into departments. But in 
geographical literature, more often, than  the name of 
the departments, the names of the former provinces are 
used, into which the country was divided before the 
revolution. Many of these historical provinces have 
retained their characteristic features in the economy, in 
everyday life, in dialect population, in the nature of 
buildings; this explains the persistence of the old names. 
The most important historical provinces: Provence and 
Langdock (in south), Gascony (southwest), Brittany, 
Normandy (northwest), Burgundy (Saone Valley), 
Champagne (east of Paris), Lorraine (on northeast) and 
Alsace (along the Rhine). 

 
 

Natural conditions  
 
Geographical location, borders. France has two 

fronts of sea borders. One front (in the northwest and 
west) it faces the Atlantic Ocean, the other (in the 
south) - to t he Mediterranean Sea. Of the Western 
European states, only Spain, Franceõs southern 
neighbor, is in a similar position. But Spain is far 
removed from the most important centres of the 
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European economy; France, on the other hand, adjoins 
a number of countri es on a wide front: Belgium, 
Germany, Switzerland and Italy; only a narrow strait 
separates it from England.  

The Pyrenees, dividing France and Spain, represent 
an inaccessible mountain border, especially in the 
central part.  

The borders with Italy and Swit zerland run along the 
western Alps and Jura. The Alps are higher than the 
Pyrenees, but more convenient for intercourse; the 
passes between France and Italy are relatively low and 
accessible. The most important railroad crossing the 
Alps on the Franco-Ital ian border is the Mont Cenis 
Tunnel. The border with Germany partly runs along the 
Rhine, but along the entire northeastern border (with 
Belgium, Luxembourg, partly with Germany) there is no 
natural border. The lowlands of northern France merge 
with the lo wlands of western Belgium, which in turn 
merges into the lowlands of the Netherlands and 
northern Germany. This is an open road for both 
peaceful relations and military clashes. The total length 
of the borders of France is 5300 km, of which 3100 km 
fall on  the sea borders. The Atlantic Ocean off the coast 
of France forms the English Channel and the wide Bay of 
Biscay. Franceõs connection with the two seas 
contributed to its early economic development. Since 
ancient times, trade routes have run through the 
territory of France, connecting the Mediterranean 
countries with the countries adjacent to the North Sea 
and the English Channel. 
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Surface. Rivers.  The surface of France is divided 
approximately equally between lowlands and highlands. 
The location and struc ture of the mountains are such 
that they do not create great inconveniences for either 
agriculture or transport. As we have seen, high 
mountains are on the outskirts: the Pyrenees in the 
southwest, the Alps in the southeast. The highest point 
of the AlpsñMont Blanc (4810 m)ñis located in France 
on the border with Italy.  

The mountains of the interior regions of France are 
ancient massifs, strongly eroded and smoothed. This is 
the Massif Central, which occupies a vast area in the 
south-central parts of the co untry. Geologically, it is 
the oldest skeleton in France. Its surface is a wavy 
plateau. In the southeast, the Massif Central rises rather 
steeply over the Mediterranean coast and the Rhone 
Valley (the elevated edge of the massif bears the name 
of the Cévennes), to the north and west it descends 
gently. In the central part of the massif, there are 
groups of extinct volcanoes (Cantal and Mont -Dor), 
reaching almost 1900 m. Another group ancient 
mountainsñin the northeast. These are the Vosges (up 
to 1420 l ò) and the low Ardennes, lying for the most 
part within Belgium.  

Eastern France is dominated by mountainous terrain, 
leaving no room for wide lowlands. Between the Massif 
Central and the Alps lies the narrow lowland of the 
Rhone-Saone, overlooking the Mediterranean Sea. 
France owns the western part of the Upper Rhine 
Valley, which forms a passage between the French 
Vosges and the German Black Forest. 
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Most of Franceõs river network belongs to the 
Atlantic Ocean basin. The main watershed is the Central 
Massif. Many rivers originate on it, which then diverge 
to the north and west. The English Channel flows Seine 
(770 km long); its main tributaries are the Marne and 
the Oise. The Loire (1000 km long) and the Garonne 
with the Dordogne flow into the Bay of Biscay, f orming a 
common estuary called the Gironde. A number of 
important rivers in the north are partly owned by 
France; such are Scheldt, Meuse (French. Mesa), Losel 
and Rhine (left bank). Only one large river flows into 
the Mediterranean Sea - the Rhone with a tributary of 
the Sona (the length of the Rhone is 760 km). The upper 
reaches and tributaries of the rivers are close fit 
together; it was not difficult to connect them with 
channels. The rivers of northern France are most 
convenient for navigation, primari ly the Seine. The 
southern rivers have drawbacks: the Loire and Garonne 
often overflow widely (after heavy rains on the Massif 
Central), but in summer they become very shallow; The 
Rhone, which feeds on alpine glaciers, is deep, but has 
a steep dip. The estuaries of the Seine, Loire and 
Garonne are important for maritime traffic.  

The river valleys are of great importance as land 
roads linking parts of France. Especially important is the 
significance of the Rhone-Sona valley, which runs into a 
narrow corrido r between the Massif Central and the 
Alps: it allows access deep into France from the 
Mediterranean Sea and is connected convenient 
passages with the Seine and Rhine valleys leading to 
English Channel and the North Sea. These are the 
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historical routes of t rade colonization and military 
movements. 

Mineral resources and hydropower. France is rich in 
iron and poor in coal. The main coal basin is located in 
the north, near the Belgian border; it represents an 
extension of the Belgian coalfield. Coal seams quite  
deep and do not differ in power. Few good coking coal. 
Oil reserves in France are negligible. Mountain rivers 
flowing from the Alps, from the Pyrenees and from the 
Massif Central, form large reserves of water energy.  
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32. Fossil wealth and water energy of France.  

 
In terms of iron ore reserves, France ranks third 

among the capitalist countries in the world (after the 
United States and Brazil). The reserves of the metal 
contained in the ore are over 3 billion tons. The main 
iron ore basin is in the northe ast, in Lorraine. The metal 
content in Lorraine ores is low. But the ores in Lorraine 
lie conveniently for development: shallow, almost 
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horizontally, without abrupt displacements and 
interruptions.  

Among other minerals, France has large reserves of 
bauxite  (from which aluminum is extracted) and 
potassium salts (used for fertilization). Bauxite 
deposits, very powerful and of high quality, are located 
in the south - in Provence, potassium saltsñin Alsace. 

Climate, soil, vegetation. France is distinguished by 
a wide variety of climatic conditions. Western France 
has a maritime climate. Brittany is characterized by a 
particularly mild and humid climate with a large number 
of cloudy days and strong winds. The average summer 
temperature in western Brittany is 16°,  the average 
winter temperature is 7°; climatic conditions here are 
reminiscent of southwestern England. As you move 
eastward, the difference in winter and summer 
temperatures increases; here the climate is already 
approaching the temperate continental, mo re often 
cold, windless days in winter and sunny, hot weather in 
summer. 

The central massif is distinguished by a somewhat 
more severe climate; in its upper zone, winter is snowy 
with cold winds.  

The Mediterranean coast, closed from the north by 
the Alps and Massif Central, is in an area of the 
subtropical Mediterranean climate. Here summers are 
hot and dry; the prevailing winds are from the south; 
average summer temperature 22°; warm winters (8°) 
with significant precipitation; but sometimes there are 
sudden sharp drops in temperature; they are brought by 
mistralña cold wind blowing from the Massif Central.  
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33. July temperature on the earth õs surface in France.  

 
Most of Franceõs soils are highly fertile, especially in 

the Paris Basin area. But there are  areas where poor 
soils prevail. These include: most of the Massif Central, 
high-mountainous areas of the Alps and Pyrenees, 
Brittany (where significant areas are occupied by rocky 
uplands with wastelands located on them), sandy 
lowlands off the coast of t he Bay of Biscay (Landa). 

Parts of France vary greatly in terms of vegetation 
and agricultural conditions. Mediterranean coast ñan 
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area of grapes, olive trees, mulberries, oranges; the 
grapes come north to the southeastern part of the Paris 
Basin (Champagne region). The northwest, especially 
Brittany, is reminiscent of England in the nature of the 
vegetation: on the hills ñmoorlands, many swamps; on 
comfortable landsñmeadows with succulent grasses or 
arable land surrounded by hedges. The north and 
northeast are already approaching Central Europe in 
terms of agricultural conditions.  

Forests cover 20% of the total area of Franceñmuch 
more than in England, but less than in Germany. On the 
plains convenient for agriculture, large forests have 
long been cleared, but groves and groups of trees are 
found almost everywhere ; deciduous species 
predominateñoak, beech, hornbeam, ash; along the 
river val leysñwillows and tonol. Natural forests are 
most preserved in the mountainous regions of eastern 
France: in the Vosges, in the Jura, in the Alps; here, 
along with deciduous species, a large place is occupied 
by spruce and fir; in the forests of the Mediter ranean 
strip - chestnut and cork oak. A significant part of the 
forest area is made up of planted forests. Particularly 
large plantations are made in the sandy wastelands 
(lands) of southwestern France; there are large tracts of 
pine forest (seaside pine),  but in recent years, forest 
fires have caused enormous devastation. 
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Population  
 

Ethnic composition.  
 
The French, who make up the bulk of the 

population, belong to the language of the Romance 
group of European peoples1.  

Franceõs national minorities a re located in the 
outlying areas. Bretons live in western Brittany (about 1 
million), the descendants of the ancient Celts, who still 
retain their language, similar to that of the Celts in 
Wales (in England). In the extreme southwest, in the 
Pyrenees mountains, live the Basques, the descendants 
of the ancient Iberian people who once inhabited 
southwestern France. The population of Corsica (about 
300 thousand) speaks the Corsican dialect of the Italian 
language. In the far north, near the Belgian border, 
there is a group of Flemings who speak the Flemish 
language, which is close to the Dutch language. Most of 
the population of Alsace and north -eastern Lorraine 
speaks the Alsatian dialect of German.  

 
Weak population growth. Immigration.  The natural 

increase in the population of France has long been 
negligible. In the last years before the Second World 
War, the growth stopped altogether. This is an 

                                                           
1 The Romance group includes peoples whose language developed 

on the basis of the Latin language. Among the Romanesque 

peoples, in addition to the French, include the Spaniards, Italians, 

Portuguese, southern Belgians (Walloons), Romanians. 
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extremely troubling question for France; the proportion 
of France in the population of Europe is continuously 
decreasing. In 1800 France (within its present -day 
borders) was the first country in Europe in terms of 
population (excluding Russia). In the XX century. it 
came down to fourth place (after Germany, Great 
Britain and Italy).  

The situation would be even worse if  not for the 
influx of foreigners; there are over 2 million of them in 
France, not counting those foreigners who have taken 
French citizenship.  

 
After the First World War, the work to rebuild the 

destroyed areas required a large number of additional 
labor,  which the war -bled France could not provide. 
These additional working hands were provided by 
immigration (most of all from Italy and Poland). Mass 
labor immigration played a huge role in the restoration of 
the French economy; the influx of labor into Fran ce went 
almost nonstop until 1932, when the crisis stopped it and 
caused a return ebb. During the Second World War, the 
population of France decreased by about 1 million 
people: from the excess of mortality over the birth rate 
among the civilian population , from losses in the war and 
in German captivity.  

 
Population density. Cities. The average population 

density is 75 people per 1 sq. km, i.e., almost 3 times 
less than in Great Britain. In industrial areas, the 
population density in some places exceeds 300 people 
per 1 sq. km \ but such clusters of industrial cities, as, 
for example, in English Lancashire, in France are not. A 
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little more than half of the country õs total population 
lives in cities.  

Among the cities of France, Paris is the first in terms 
of both population and importance (with the suburbs of 
about 5 million inhabitants). The cities next to Paris in 
size are Marseille (636 thousand), Lyon, Toulouse, 
Bordeaux. 

 
 

34. The population density of France.  
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Features of the development of France  
 
Weak industrial development in France before the 

First World War.  At the beginning of the XX century. 
France was an agrarian-industrial country with a slowed 
down industrial development in comparison with the 
advanced capitalist countries. The production of 
consumer goods predominated in industry; especially 
the textile industry and the production of luxury goods 
based on manual labor. France exported silk and cotton 
fabrics, dresses, perfumes, jewelry to the foreign 
market, and wines, cheeses, fruits from agr icultural 
products. Machine production was insufficient; France 
imported textile machines, steam locomotives, engines, 
agricultural machines.  

 
Among the reasons that hindered the industrial 

development of France, it should be noted:  
1. The backwardness of French agriculture and the 

predominance in the French countryside of the poor 
land-poor peasantry, which was a poor buyer of industrial 
products; this retarded the development of the internal 
market for industry, at the same time the attachment of 
the mass of the peasantry to the land impeded the 
creation of the proletarian cadres needed for large -scale 
industry.  

2. Poor coalña significant part of the fuel for the 
industry had to be brought from abroad.  

3. Defeat in the Franco -Prussian War of 1870-1871, 
which led to the loss of important areas ñAlsace and part 
of Lorraineñand strengthened Germany at the expense of 
France.  
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4. The outflow of a significant part of French capital 
abroad. The French bourgeoisie found it more profitable 
to export part of its ca pital abroad than to invest in 
French industry. Most often this was done in the form of 
loans given to other states. France was an international 
money lender.  

 
France after the first world war.  Under the 

Versailles Treaty, France regained Alsace and Lorraine. 
In Lorraine, France received not only half of the 
Lorraine iron ore basin, but also large metallurgical 
plants. In Alsace, France received rich deposits of 
potash salts and significant industries (textiles and 
mechanical engineering). The Saar coal mines 
temporarily passed to France. France received the 
largest share of German reparations.  

Work on the restoration of destroyed areas was of 
great importance for the development of French 
industry. This work, which was carried out in an intense 
manner from 1919 to 1926, created a huge demand for 
building materials, for industrial and transport 
equipment for chemical fertilizers. Industry in the 
devastated areas had to be built almost anew. New 
large factories were built in place of small, obsolete 
enterprise s. Thus, the technical equipment of French 
industry has been largely renewed. As a result, the 
importance of industry in the economy of France 
increased. The industrial population is almost on a par 
with the agricultural population. Still agriculture retai ns 
greater importance in France not only in comparison 
with England, but also in comparison with Germany.  














































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































