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PUBLISHEES’ NOTE

Ty v the second of a series of shoirt and handy pamph-

 lets which we intend to bring out, containing articles dealing

with Marxist theorstical probleras appearing in the Russian
theoretical magaziﬁes and Press.

i These articles are of immense valse and assistance to
studﬁnﬁs of politics, particutarly, to those who are working
in the mass organisations like the trade unions, peasant
unions and others.

W are trying fo vrice thew: as low as possible to enable
the widest sections of people to buy and stody them, ’

INTHE PRESS

1. Criticism and Self-Criticism by 1. Troshin

% - Phe Strengih of a Compunist Farty Hes in its Unity
and Tron Discipline by G. Gak

2. The Tite Chique in the Service of the Tustigators of
2 New War by L Medveiey

4. A Work of Genius on the Ide@wgm& %‘oundatxons of
Bolshevisin by S, Titarenko

5 Outstanding Masterpiece of Balshevik ‘Theory = by
M, Kharlamoy

¢, Important Landmark in the Hismxg of Bolshevxsm
by 4. Grigorenks §
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THE LEADING ROLE OF THE
WORKING CLASS

HE Communists are flesh of the working class’ fesh.

The Communist Party is the vanghard of the working
class,  All its practical-organizational and theoretical acti-
yities are framed by the Communist Party in cons&c‘iexatmn
of ‘the general interssts of the proletariat and of its histo-
ric mission—realization of the ideals of Communism.

{n his interview with the British anthor, I (} Wﬁlls,
iri 1934, the great theoretician and teader of the xnwr“aaw
tienal Comraunist movement, J. V. Stalin, pointed out t%la,a
the existence of a principal foree, of & bulwark, of a xevam
Tutionary classis neuessa?;y in order to effect a greas, serious
social act, and that to the revolutmw this bulwark is th@
working class.

The proletariat is the most advanced, the most revolu-
tonaty class in modern society.

The nistery of huwman society shows that at dx"farem:

stages of its develm:)ment the oppressed classes have been

@,md are conducting, an uncompromlsmg struggle against
thelr oppressors. Kazl Mary pointed out that throushout
historys

“rreeman and ﬁlave? patrician -and plebemn, Jord and
serf, cuild<master and journeyman; in asword; oppres
sor and oppressed stood in constani-opposition to one
another, carried on an uninterrupted, now hidden, now
open fight, a fight that each time ended. .: in a reve-
Jutionary reconstitution of sociely. .t '

Byt the advent of the slave system after the primilive

Cporimiinal system, just as the victory ~ of the bourgeoisie

aver feudalism, ‘had not done awsy with class antagonisms
in soeciety. The old exploiting classes  were succeeded by
new ones . Under the capitalist system the clast antago-
nisme acquired more distinet form and sharpened the rela-

. tions Letween the two . principal, irreconciiably ho:,txm
gz“za%es the bourgemsze and the proletamat ﬂnly th .
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tory of the socialist system fress'mankind from the division
of society info exploiters and exploited. :

Under capitalisim, the class struggle reaches the stage
where,

“the exploited and oppressed class (the proletariat) can

. 1o longer emancipate itself from the class. which ex-

. ploits and oppresses it (the bourgeoisie), without at
o the same time forever freeing the whole of society from
‘ exploitation, oppression and class struggles.” (¥, Engels)

Marxism teaches us that of all the classes opposing the
bourgeolsie, the proletariat is the most advanced and most
consistent revolutionary class, since all the other classes of
society degrade with the development of biz capitalist in-
Gustry whereas the proletariat called to life by 1%, is growing
uninterruptedly.
It the middle classes of

i

, ocietv—the peify manufac-
turer, petty tradesman, handicrafisman and peasant—be-
came revolutionary in the strugele sgainst the big bour-
geoisie, it is only to the extent that, and at the time when
by force of the laws of capibalist development, they adopt
the viewpoing of the proietariat and take their place under
the banner of the working class, thus defending in this
stragele the interests of all the working people.

. As distinct from the other social classes and sections
opposing . the bourgeoisie, the proistarial owns no property,
no instruments of production, and it has nothing fo lose
in the revelution bub ifs chains Marx showed that by foree
of the irrevocable laws governing the development of cap-~
dalism, - the working class takes shape, grows, hardens and
consolidates itself as the revclubionary leader of all the
sworking. people. /
Marx emphasized the fact that under capitalism
“erows the mass of misery, oppression, slavery, degra-
dation, exploitation; but with this too grows the revoit
of the working class, a clagssalways increasing in num-
bers, and disciplined, uniled, -organised by the very
mechanism of the . process of ‘capitalist © production
itsell.” (Capital, Eng. ed., Vol. I, p 788,

It Is & hard Ufe that falls {6 the 1ot of the working

class under capitalism which deoms the

o

16 working people to

frighttul suffering. Bspecially unbearable are the conditions
of the unemployed who in the USA, for example, already
number more than 14 millions.

The unbearable impoverishment of the proletariat skivs
up growing indignation against the magnates of capital,
raises the class conscivusness of the workers and prompls
them to more energetic and self-sacrificing gction In the
struggle against imperialism. By facilitating the poiltical
development and organizational consolidation of the Pro-
letariat, the very conditions of labour in industry make 3t
the most revolutionary class: of society, the lsader of all
the working people. SR

The reason why precisely the proletariat plays the leag~
ing role in the reve tonary struggle is clearly evident from
the heroic history of the Bolghevik Party. It is known thab
in the nineties of last century, the revolutionary Marzists
i Russia were conducting & struggle against the Narodniks
who voiced the interests of the kulaks. The Narodniks
denied the lesding role of the proletariat, and raore than
ihis, they regarded the birth of this class in Russia a8 s
“historical misfortune”, The revolutionary Marxists smashed
ihese kulak views ideologieally and proved cénvintingiy
that precisely the proletariat, despite its relative numerical
weakness at that time, was the leading class of society, the
class in which the true revolutionaries were o repose their
hopes inthe stiuggle for the Lberation of human society
frovo the role of capital. ‘ i

And the reason for this, - said the Marxists, was
“hecause the proletariat, although it was still numeris
cally small, was a labouring class which was conmected
withs the most advanced form of economy, larsescale
production, and which for this reasen had 4 great
inture before it :

“Because the proletariat, as s class, was groving
from year o year was delevolping politically, easily lend
itseif ‘to organization owing to the conditions of labour
brevailing in large-scale production, and was ‘i}hﬁ/‘m@% .

revolutionary ‘class owing to - its prolefarian status, for
1t had nothing to lose in the revolution but its chains’

(History of the CPSU (B), Short Course, Epe. ed, »
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The fundardental outlines of the theory of the leading
role of the proletariat (the hevemony of the proletariat) in
the struggle against the capitalist system given by Marx
and Enpels were developed by Lenin and-Stalin into a har-
monious system of working-cigss leadership of the working
masses:of town.and country ia the struggle against tsarism,
it the strugele for overthrowing the landiords and capital-
ists, and, lastly, in-the building of the Sccialist society.

Thanks to the Bolshevik: Party, inspired by the genius
of Lenin and Stalin, the idez of the hegemony of the wor=
king class was consistently (earried into practice. in the
tevoliitionsry movement of Russia. And the greal- service
rendered by Leaninlsm lay in that the Bolsheviks took.into
socount. the lessons of all $he past experience of the revo-
lutions in the West and avoided mistakes. Whereas. in
Britain, France and Germany, after the sworkers shed their
blood onthe barricades and deposed the despotic rule of the
kings, power had . been captured by the boutgeoisie ‘which
continued the exploitation of the workers, in Russia-matters
took - different furn. . The siriking force of the revolution
in Bussia, the working class, was the politigal leader of the
exploited  masses. 0f town and country; it rallied these
masses behind is revolutionzry banner, tore them away
from the. bourseoisie, isolated the bourgeoisie politically
and achieved the world. historic victory of October, 1917,

The lessons-of three revolubtions in Russia teach us that
only the working ‘tlass, which is the only consistently revo=
lutionary class in modern society, can be the real leader
{he hiegeryon) of all the people in itz siruggle against the
oppressersj agaitst: the laadlords and  capitalists, against
the instigators of 4 niew war,; in the struggle for peace, for
2 peopie’s demotiacy and the victory of soelalism.

This hictorically important experience of the Russian
proletariat is used by the working class in the People's
Pemocracies i the bullding of socislism, as well as by the

vorking closs in the capitalist countries of the West in the-

struesle apainst the rule of ca:pztaj This experience has
b‘rm”ght victory to the working class of the great Chinese

. teople and it is u,ved in ihe daily sirusgle conducted by

yorking peopie of the colonial and dependent countries
'hxz E@sz agmmt 1mper1ahsm and ms. ;0831 agents

Sipmemnbl L
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THE PEASANTRY AS THE ALLY OF THE
WORKING GLASS

“The Communist Party of Russiz which relied in afl its scti-
vities upon the working class, had beer constantly develop-
irigrits ‘class consciousness; and educating: it politically as
the:leader of all the Workmg people. Therein Iay one of
e main sources of the epoch-making victories won¥y the
Party: of Lenin and Stalin in the struggle sgainst the isar,
$he landlords and the capitalists.

Lenin and Stalin teach us that one of the main condi~
%ions for the siccess of the struggle conducted by the
working class against tsarism, against the landiords and the
papitalists was the correct application in practice of the
revolutionary alliarice between the-proletariat and the pea-
santry. Long before the first Russian Revoluiion; more than
55 years ago, in his book What the Friends of the People’
Are and How They Fight Against the Social-Demoorats,
Tenin made the forecast that precisely in glliance with the
peasantry would the prolefariat of Russia overthrow the
tsarist. autocracy, whersupon  the Russian prolebariat, in
alliance with the lsbeuring . and- exploited. missses, would,
along with the proletariat of other countries, . fake the
straight road of open . political struggle to the victorious
Communist revolution.

This remarkabie prevision -of the leading role of the
working class as the leading revolutionary force-of dociety
and of the: role of the peasantry asan ally of the working
zlass; 'was corroborated by the entire experisnce of three
Hussian revolutions.

The Party “of Lenin and -Stalin has always: devoled
‘exceptional -attention to the peasant problem; as the pro-
blem of the ally of the proletariat in its struggle for power
7. V. Stalin teaches usthat the consolidation of the glliance
oi the working class 4nd the peasantty is of serious ang

1mportance for the, destiny of the proletarian




extricaie themselves from enslavemenz’};y fh

&

“Tt s known”; says J. V. Stalin, “4that the serious
study of the peasant problem in the ranks of Russian
Marxists began precisely on the eve of the first revolu~
tion (1905), when the question of cvérthrowing tsarism
and of realizing the hegemony oi the proletariat con~
fronted the Party in its full scope, snd when the ques<
tion of the dlly of the proletariat in the impending

“howrgeois revolution assumed -immediate vital import-
ance. It is alse ‘known:that-the - pessant problem in
Russia assumed a still more urgent character during
the proletariax revolution, when the problem of the
dictatorship of the proletariat, of achieving and main=~
taining it, led to the problem of allies for the prole-
tariat in the impending. proletarisn revolution.’ And
this was natural. Those who are marching towards and

+ Préparing to assume power cannot bub be interested in

. the question of who are their real allies”. (Problems ef

JLeninism, Eng. ed., p. 39).

ST s eharacteristic that the Mensheviks, the Trotskyltes,
had always regarded with disfavour the idea of an alliance
between the working class and the peasantry. 'This is ex~
blained by the fact that these enemies of the working class
had ‘never even ‘been thinking of leading the working class
Yo vietory ‘over the bourgeoisic. They feared the revolu-
tion, and that is why they took an ironical attitude towards
the ~pessant problem and under estimated the role of the
peasaniry as an allv of the pmﬁietarxat

Marxism-Leninism has always emphasized the necessity
Tor the proletariat to utilize without fail the revolutionary

capabilities: existing in the ranks of the majority of the

peasantry, thanks 1o which the peasaniry becomes an ally
of the working c¢lass, its reserve in the bourgesis-democratic
revolution.

‘Giraphie evidence of this is contained in the lessons of
the first and second bourgecissdemocratic revolutions - in

Russia, in 1905 and 1917, when their own experience had

conviriced the many millions of peasants that only the
working cioss was really asswtmg the peasant masses to
adlords, to

do away with the absolute mlfm

};e ~’csa1fj e

.

. yfeﬁul alhance of thc proietarxat and the Workm”
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put an end to the devastating war which was ruining the
peasant households. It ‘was at that period that the peasants
learned to judge the real worth of the words and deeds of
the' different political parties.” And they arrived af the
conclusion -that the liberal-bourgeois party of the Consti-
tutional-Democrats (the Cadest) was an enemy disguised
by the mask of “people’s freedom”. They realised that al-
though' the Socialist-Revolutionary Party was boasting of
its peasant programme, its promises of land and fresdom
were not worth a farthing. All these parties were fighting
against the revolution, they were in the service of foreign
capital. Only the proletarian Bolshevik Party, which based
itself upon the heroic Russisn working ‘class, ‘showed in
practice its ability, self-sacrifice, strength and persistence
in the struggle against the landlord-antocratic systein,. It
was precisely therefore that already at that tirmie the Russ
sian peasantry realized “the necessity of submitting o the
leadership of such & courageous leader of the revolution as
the Russian proletariat’. (J V Sf,alin Pmblems of Xeninisng,

Engred. p. 43).

“"he‘ “haracter1st10 fea‘cure of the permd immediately

fbefore th proletaman ‘Socialist Revolution in Russia (Feb-
’rmry@ctober 1917) was the further revolutionization of the

W@mmg peasantry, ‘and primarily of the farm labourers
and poor peasants, their rallying directly arownd the pro-
ietariat as the only consistently revolutionary force capa-
Ble of leading the country out of the imperialist war, of
taking ‘the land from the landlords and securing peace {to
the suffering people.  The overwhelming majority of the
working peasantry supported the working-class and its party,

the Party of Lenin and Stalin, in the struggle for peace and

for the establishment of Soviet Government. By fighting
for-the -continuation of the inmperialist ‘war, the Socialist

Hevolutionary and Menshevik parties, which hitched them-
Se“fves to the chariot of the bourgeois Cadet party, exposed

themselves as agents of imperialism, and this  drove the
. mass of the working peasants and soldiers, the Wéx:iung

people of town and country, to mlly around f:he wcsrking

"e'ﬁass and its Party.

By indomitably organizing and strengthen"
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i the course of the revelubion, the Pardy of Lenin and
2 seeired do the battle-stesled working class leader-
ship within this 4llignce. The Bolshevik Party knew that
victory was impossible unless this alliance was strengthened,
since. the strugels of the proletariat, isoclated from the
working peasaniry, iz doomed o defeat as was the case ab
the time of the herole Paris Commune.

On the other hand, the history of the revolutionary
movement teaches us that an isoclated peasant struggle
agalnst the tyranny of the feudal landlords must inevitably
end dn failure if it is not led by the we g class. Without
the leadership of the proletariat, the peasants were caps-
ble only of a spontansous movement. The peasant revolts
under the leadership of Yemeyan Pugachev and Stepan
Razin in Russis were crushed because the peasants were
not ded {and could not have been led at that time) by the
working class,

Consquently, without a sirong alllance between the
working class and the peasantry, the workers and peasants
could not have defeated their enemies: the workers could
not _bhave smashed the capitalists without the support of
the peasants, and the peasants could not have defeated the
landlords without the leadership of the proletariat. This
means that the alllance of the working class and. the pea-
santry ds, ag J. V., .Stalin teaches us, the first and basic
wiainstay of the Soviet State, for the victory of the working
clags of the USSE and the establishment of the dictatorship
of the proletariat are based on the granite foundation of
this allinnce, the alliance of the workers and peasants. And
that s 'why wone of the behests of the great Lenin ealls for
the utmost consolidation of the alliance between tHese two
siasses: j p

WL T Lenin teaches us that the supreme principle of
the victorious dictatorship of the proletariat is ,

“the maintenance of the alliance between the prole~
tariat and the peasantry in order that the former may
retain its leading role and ibs political power”. (V. I
Lenin, Collected Works, Russ, 8rd ed., Vol XXVI, p. 460).
| Buided by theso terebs of Levin and Stalin, the Com-~
nist and Workers' Parties of Bulgaria, Rumsnia, Czecho-
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slovakia, Poland and other Peoples Democeracies, attained
remarkable successes in the struggle for the establishment
and consolidation of the Peoples Democratic systen,

It is known that the People’s Democratic system, which
in these countries performs the functions of the dictatorship
of the proletariat, is indebted for ifs origin, consolidation
gﬁﬁ continuous victories to the fach that it rests firmly upon
the Lenin-Stalin slliance between the working class and
the working peasantry. This alliance, in which leadership
belongs to the proletarial, imbues the People’s ﬁ%m%r@w
f}igs with an invincible strength in $he sirugegle againgt the
inirigues and sabotage of the Anglo-American imperialists
and their agents in these couniries.

In their efforts to strengthen the alliance between the
working class and the peasantry, the Communist Parties
base themselves upon the extremely rich experience of the
Communist Party of the USER, on the ides of Lenin and
Stalin that fhe composition of the peasaniry is not homo-
geneous and that at different stages in the revolubion, the
allies of the working class undergo chapges depending on
the nature of the main enemy and the alms of the struggie.
While in the struggle against the tsar and the feudsl
Iandlords, the working class of Russia acted in alliance
with all the peasants, paralyzing the instability of the
bourgeoisie, the distribution of the class forees was different
2t the time of the struggle for the victory of the Soeialist
revolution, and the proletariat scted againgt the bourgevisie
and against the village kulaks—the enemies of SOCIBHSI
in particular, in alliance with the serni-proletarian elements
of :&he population, with the poor peasants, ,pamlysmgf i;hé
Instability of the middle peasantry. Lastly, after the cap-
ture and consolidation of power, the working class, backed
by the poor peasantry, maintains a firm alliance with the

middle peasants and builds the socialist economy,

“The proletariat”, teaches V. I. Lenin, “must carry
?;;;a completion the democratic revolution, by allying o
iiself the mass of the peasantry in order to erush by
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ms& of the sembpraletarian eloments ot the popu-
: er to erush by foree the rosisiance of the
%Mrg«am siesand i'e) paw}v e ,he insia 'my of t € Dea-

f*ﬁ by the hxsmme

o ’mry’ sﬁrz;ggke ol the proletariat against

per &hs&; and feuﬁ 1 oppression. In Ching, for example,

iie ‘p Gpies 'f'@vcslmmm 'wcm %5 wai*w i ie victory over

2 ialismn thanks to

the firm amame beijween t?‘u% WGK‘&E“&% Uéazas and ali uﬁe
pea,samly, am t};e suppora of “the pewr s:ww iclo3l

sem; siage af deve
poor, middie, peasay

1 ihe prime @
stant effort in order to st
wo"kmg class and the pes
of the workers the widest sections
town and country, dmpendmg ’EZpOﬂ the %}ﬁdumns in me
untry and the lasks confronting the working ‘class for,
stability of the alllance between ;,me WO ing class
3 al ies depend the successes of the gle of the
ing people againgt their oppressors, agmms* the Anglo-
can instigators of'a new war, the g *uggle for the
ictory of the oy ‘eat cause of peace and den xocmcy in the
whole ‘worid ' o




