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REPORT by V. M. MOLOTOV
at the Celebration Meeting of the
Moscow Sovier, November 6, 1945

COMRADEs” After several years of a hard war we are
to-day celebrating the 28th anniversary of the Great

October Socialist Revolution under conditions of peace and

glorious victory over Fascism. (Applause) )

We have left behind four years of war against Hitler-
ite Germany, which had ravaged our country and the whole
of Europe, and also the war in the east against aggressive
Japan, in which we had to join in the autumn of this year.

In  an heroic struggle in which the Soviet people
played a part of decisive importance, peace has been won
for the peoples-of the entire world, and the main hotbeds
of world Fascism and world aggression, both in the west
and in the east, have been crushed. Now we have the
opportunity of returning to peaceful labour so as to con-
solidate our victory. ) .

As Comrade Stalin said: “ Qur Soviet people have
given unstintingly of their strength and their labour for
the sake of victory. We have lived through hard years.
But now each one of us can say: We have won. From
now on we can consider our country saved from the threat
of German invasion in the west and of Japanese invasion
The long'—aWaited peace has come for the
nations of the world.”

in the east. .




1 THE SECOND WORLD WAR
AND THE SOVIET UNION

ar Germans invaded our country in the belief that the
Tsuddenness of their bandit attack” would ggarar_lktleeﬂ
them success. Not in Germany alone,' but a\lsq in ot-el
couniries many people thought that the .Soviet U’mon
would not hold out for long, and that in a few Weei\is, 1or
at any rate in a few montlis, Germany 'would smas ~t116
USSR. and Hitler would celebrate ‘victory. .After the
comparatively easy sucCesses of the Hltlerltes in Westelr?—
]*furope, many believed this to be inevitable. This con_C}1
sion was reached, in the first place; by thos“e wh§ in gex_leéa
did not recognise the “legitimate nature - of the October
Revolution in Russia, and also by those who prove;l tlﬁl—
capable of understanding the truly 'popular‘ nature of e
Soviet State created by our Revolution. The Germa:n mvaﬂ
sion of the Soviet Union was also a great test for O.El
friends abroad, who with sinking hcar;s foll_owe_d tthe
exceptional hardships expérienced by our country in the
1 the war. : ) ‘
frst II;]:?;ZS ihé suddenness 0-E~ the attack, Fhe Sov1et_Un1odn
stayed on its feet. The material damage ‘rand._ deeE Wou(l; s
inflicted on it in the first years of the war failed to uX er-
mine its physical and spirit:u.al strength. Tl}e\Rfd rg?é
“proved capable of reorganising and recovering Tom e
first blows. The Soviet people strained its - forces ar}
ensured a shattering rebuff to the enemy. Everyone 1le—
members the time when our army ‘sw1tched from tl(e1
defensive to the offensive, at first on isolated sectors, an
( ng the front. .
then’l-tz"l Eeilr?trle%ests of self-defence necessitat.ed the formation
of a united anti-Hitler front of democratic states, big a.nd
small. - It is universally known that the _Anglq—SOV}eti
American coalition effectively accomphshgd’ its historica
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task of organising the joint struggle of the democratic
countries against Hitlerism. It is also well known that the
opening of the second front in western Eufope, when Ger-
many was caught in a vice between two fronts, made the
position of German Fascism hopeless. At the same time,
it should not be forgotten that the radical turn in the
situation on ‘the Soviet-German front occurred fully one
year before the opening of the second front, when the
Hitlerite troops started rolling back in disgrace before the
Red Army’s powerful and ever-growing -onslaught. (Pro-
longed applause) i _

Thus the state created by the October Revolution suc-
ceeded not only in defending itself from Fascist attack,
but also in launching an offensive in order to put an end
to the principal hotbed of Fascism and aggression. It then
became plain to everyone that the Soviet system bears no
resemblance to the decrepit Tsarist power of the times
of the First World War.

Thus it became evident that the Soviet State could
defend itself with credit, and withstand the gravest trials
ever known in the country’s history. (4pplause)

Hitlerite Germany threatened not only the Soviet
State. Even before they attacked the U.S.S.R., the German
Fascists seized Norway, Belgium, Holland, France, Greece,
Yugoslavia. Among their allies were not only Fascist Ttaly,
but a number of other European countries which had
concluded military alliances with Germany. Spain and
certain other countries rendered Hitler semi-open support.
The menace of Hitlerite attack loomed over Britain. Had
the drive into the Soviet Union ended in success, the
whole of Furope could have fallen under Hitler’s heel.

Already the Hitlerites were praising to the skies the
“New Oxder” they proposed to institute in Europe. The
Fascist underlings, like the Quislings and Lavals of all
varieties, had already harnessed themselves to their German

~master’s cart. Everywhere the domination of Hitlerism

was established by destroying all democratic institutions
and abolishing all the political rights of the working
classes, while at the same time the Hitlerites plundered
and squeezed the enslaved countries of all their material
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resources, the better to supply and arm ﬂ](‘il_‘ bandit Fascist
hordes. Their initial successes, when they invaded the
Soviet Union, turned the Hitlerites’ heads more than ever.
_They started talking even more frankly not only of their
dominatien of Europe, but of their claim to dominate the
world. Their dangerous plans——adventurist plans to estab-
lish the domination of the German race over the other
nations of Europe, and not of Europe alone—were re-
vealed to the whole world. The German-Fascist theory of
the domination of a ‘““master race” over other nations
classed as “ inferior races” became a direct menace to the
existence of European civilisation. :

In the countries invaded by the Hitlerite bands the
peoples proved poorly prepared to offer a rebuff to the
Fascist invaders. Only gradually, thanks to the efforts of
the finest patriot-democrats, did the democratic forces of
resistance to the invaders begin to take shape and grow.

But even in those countries where, as in Yugoslavia,
the entire people supported the uprising against the in-
vaders, forces were lacking to break the military might
of Hitlerism. It was not until our army swung into the
-offensive and started battering the German troops, having
divested them of their halo of invincibility, that broad
opportunities opened for the liberation of the peoples
enslaved by German imperialism. Advancing to the west the
Red Army brought liberation to neighbouring countries
and other European nations. The Soviet armies, together
with the allied armies, now acted as liberators of the Euro-
{)ean countries, including those countries which had
hroken their alliance with Germany and joined the ranks
of the nations fighting for the destruction of Hitlerism.

Thus the liberation of the European countries from
Hitlerite oppression will go down in the history of our
victorious Red Army as a glorious page. (Loud applause)

Fascist Italy was the first to come in on Germany’s
side when she had unleashed war in Furope. At the time
of the attack on the U.S.S.R., the governments of Ruma-
nia, Hungary and Finland, having concluded military
alliances with Hitlerite Germany, plunged their countries
into war against the Soviet Union. Bulgaria, with a gov-
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ernment which at that time consisted of Hitlerite agents
also became Germany’s ally. Thus, with some exceptions’
those European countries where Fascist regimes prevaile(i
bound their destinies with those of Hitlerite Germany in
the Second World War. Germany’s defeat, therefore
meant not only defeat for German Fascism. It also resultj
ed in the defeat of Fascism in other European countries.
C\onse.quently, the significance of our victory should be
appraised not only in the light of the defeat of German
Fascism, but also in the light of the -military, moral and
political defeat of Fascism throughout Europe. (4pplause)
After the termination of the war in Europe, the Allied
powers were faced with the task of crushing Japanese
aggression in the east, in order to speed up the restoration -
of world peace. The Soviet Union could not hold itself
aloof from this task, both because of the mutual obliga-
tions existing between the U.S.S.R. and its Allies, a%d
because of. the imperative demands of the interests of our
security in the east. All of us remember that in the past
Japan more than once attacked our country, and that our

"state constantly faced the threat of Japanese invasion in

the east. All this rendered inevitable the Soviet Union’s .
entry into the war against Japan. It is not difficult to see
that, since the time when German Fascism started suffering
defeat after defeat on the Soviet-German front, the oﬁtcome
of Japanese aggression in the east was also predetermined.
Having finally come out against Japan, the Soviet Union
accelerated her defeat and so hastened the end of the war
in the east. - .
Following in -the footsteps -of Hitlerite Germany,
Japan surrendered to the-Allies. Both German im.periail—
ism’s plan to dominate Europe, and the claims of Japanese
imperialism to dominate Asia have crumbled. But recently
both western and eastern Fascists regarded those plans
only as a stepping stone to world domination—showing by
their own example how short-sighted and adventurous
aggressive intentions of this kind areé in our times. The
defeat of Japanese imperialism, the main hotbed
of Fascism and aggression in the east, and the liberation
of China from the Japanese invaders are of enormous posi-
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tive significance for the democratic_development of the
countries of Asia, and not of Asia alone. The interests of
all the democratic countries demand that this victory be
consolidated. .1t is therefore natural that the Soviet Union
should attach such great significance to negotiations be-

-tween the Allies on the establishment of proper control by

the principal allied powers over the execution of the terms
of Japan’s surrender. Difficulties arising out of this problem
have not as yet been eliminated. But the Soviet Union
expresses confidence that all the peace-loving powers fully
realise the necessity of consolidating victory over aggressive
Japan, and of creating proper conditions for the co-opera-
tion of the allied powers for this purpose.

Both Germany and Japan were forced to surrender.
unconditionally to the Allies. Thus the Anglo-Soviet-Ame-
rican coalition attained its goal. The people of our country
realise with satisfaction that the Soviet Union has played
a decisive part in bringing the Second World War to a
victorious end in the interests of the democratic’ countries;
and especially in crushing the most dangerous hotbed of
Fascism and aggression — Hitlerite Germany. The
Soviet people gave the name Great Patriotic ‘War
to their war against Hitlerite Germany. Their example
became a model for patriots in other lands in their fight
for their countries’ freedom and independence. It is also
well known that the Soviet people not only liberated. our
own country, but also fought heroically for - the re-estab-
lishment of peace and freedom throughout Europe.

One year ago Comrade Stalin said: “It is now uni-
versally acknowledged that by their selfless struggle the
Soviet people have saved the civilisation of Europe from
the Fascist vandals. That is the great service rendered by
the Soviet people to the history of mankind.” (Prolonged

applause)
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terests of safeguarding peace have nothing in common
with the policy of an armaments race among the Great
Powers, which is preached abroad by certain especially
zealous partisans of imperialist policies. In  this
connection one should mention the discovery of atomic
energy and the atomic bomb, whose application in the
war with Japan demonstrated its enormous destructive
power. . -However, atomic energy has not as yet been
tested for the purpose of preventing aggression, or safe-
guarding peace. On the other hand, there can at present be
no such technical secrets of great importance, as could
remain the possession of any single country or any narrow
group of countries. Therefore the discovery of atomic
energy should encourage neither fancies concerning the
utilisation of this discovery in ‘the internatiomal play of
forces, nor a carefree attitude towards the future of the
peace-loving nations.

There is also quite a lot "of noise going on
in connection with the creation of blocs - and groups

of states as a means of safeguarding certain inter-

ests in foreign relations. The Soviet Union has never
belonged to groupings of powers aimed against other peace-
loving countries. In the west, however, attempts of this
kind were made repeatedly, as is well known. The anti-
Soviet nature of a_number of such groups in the past is
also well known. In any case, the history of blocs and
groupings of western powers proves that they served not
so much to curb aggressors, but rather, on the contrary, to
encourage aggression, and aggression by Germany in the
first place. That is why- the Soviet Union and other peace-
loving states should not relax their vigilance in this respect.
The re-establishment of peace throughout the world has by
no means resulted, and could not result, in the re-establish-
ment of the pre-war situation in relations among countries.

For some time to come Germany, Italy and Japan have
dropped out of the list of great powers which set the tune
in international life- as a whole. This is as it should be
for the period during which the Allies exercise united
control over them—control aimed at preventing the revival
of aggressiveness in these countries, but which does not
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hinder their development and progress as "democratic,
peace-loving states. Of considerable significance for the
future of hLlrope is also the fact that a number of Tascist
and semi-Fascist states have taken the democratic road,
and are now striving to establish friendly relations with
the allied states. It seems evident that the consolidation
of democratic principles in those states should be sup-
ported, not obstructed.

One cannot fail to notice that in the camp ot the

allied countries, too, the war has brought about no insig-

nificant changes. There, as a rule, the reactionary forces
have been to a considerable extent dislodged from their
former positions, clearing the road for democratic parties,
old and new. In a number of Furopean countries radical
social reforms have been carried out, such as the abelition
of the antiquated syster of big landed estates, and the trans-
fer of the land to the poor peasants, which undermines
the former mainstay of the reactionary Fascist forces, and
stimulates the growth of the dem‘ocrdtlc and socialist move-
ment in .those countries. Some states now place on the
order of the day such important economic reforms as the
nationalisation of big industry, the eight-hour working
day, and so on, which lends a new spirit and confidence to
the growing ranks of theé democratic movement in Europe
and outside of Europe. Some reactionary press organs try
to. ascribe these bold democratic reforms mamly to the
mcreased influence of the Soviet Union. "The hollowness
of such contentions is obvious, as it is common knowledge
that problems of this kind have been successtully solved
in the progressive European countries before now.:

This does not mean that the forces of Fascism have
been finally crushed, and need not be reckoned with any
longer. All of you have read the Crimean declaration of
the Three Powers on liberated Europe, saying: “The
establishment of order in Europe and the rebuilding of
national economic life-'must be achieved by processes
which will enable the liberated peoples to destroy the last
vestiges of Nazisin and Fascism, and to credte. democratic
institutions of their own choice.” Much still remains to
be done to ensure the proper execution of ‘the Crimean
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declaration. There is no doubt, however, that with all its
negative consequences, the war against Fascism, having
ended in victory, has helped in many respects to clear the
political atmosphere of Europe, and opened new roads for
the regeneration and development -of the anti-Fascist
forces, as never before. This situation undoubtedly meets
the interests of the peaceloving states, and one should
wish -that realisation of the necessity of “destroying the
last vestiges of Nazism and Fascism ” may take even firmer
root among the European peoples. ‘

The Soviet Union has always been true to the policy
of strengthening normal relations between all peace-loving
states. In the years of war the Soviet Union established
friendly relations with Great Britain and the United
States, with France and China, with Poland, Czechoslo-
vakia and Yugoslavia, and now has long-term treaties with-
nearly all these countries of alliance and mutual assistance
against any possible new aggression by the states which
were the main aggressors in this last world war. On our
part, everything possible is being done to establish normal
and good relations also with those other countries which
discarded their policy of hostility and mistrust of the
Soviet Union. The same purpose is also served by the
development of trade and economic relations between our-
couniry and an ever-growing- circle of foreign states. With
them cultural relations, too, are being strengthened.

The Anglo-Soviet-American anti-Hitler coalition,
formed during the war, is now undergoing a test of its
strength. WIill this coalition prove as strong and capable
of joint decisions under new conditions, when more and
more new problems of the post-war period are arising?
The failure of the London Conference of five Ministers
was a certain warning in this respect.

But the Anglo—S’oviet-American coalition- encountered
difficulties during the war, as well. However, the coalition
of three Powers proved able to find, though not always at
once, the correct solution of the immediate problem in the
interests of the entire anti-Hitler coalition of large and
small states—a solution that also took into account the
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need for- further strengthening the co-dperation of the
great democratic powers.

This year a new international organisation, the
“ United Nations,” has at last been founded. It has been
set up on the initiative of the Anglo-Soviet-American coal-
ition, which thereby assumes chief responsibility for the
results of its future work. Xt is clear to us that the
“United Nations” organisation should not resemble the
League of Nations, which proved absolutely impotent in
the matter of resistance to aggression and the organisation
of the forces of resistance to aggression once bfazoun. ‘On
the other hand, the new organisation should no? become
the tool of any great power, since for any single power to
claim a leading role in general world affairs is just as in-
consistent as for it to claim world domination. Only the
joint efforts of those powers which bore the burden of war,
and .ensured the victory of the democratic countries over
Fascism—only such co-operation can make for the success
of the work of the new international organisation for last-
ing peace. For this, it is not enough to express good in-
tentions. What has to be proved is one’s ability to co-op-
erate in this fashion, in the interests of all peace-loving
states. The Soviet Union has been and will be a bulwark
protecting the peace and security of the nations, and is
ready to prove it by deeds, not words. (Prolonged applause)

III.—FURTHER CONSOLIDATION OF THE SOVIET
STATE AND THE DEVELOPMENT OF SOVIET
DEMOCRACY

THE four years’ war with Germany was a test for all the
forces of the Soviet State. The Soviet Union passeéd this
test with honour. The words of great immortal Lenin
again came true: ‘

“ Never will that people be vanquished whose workers
and peasants, in their majority, have realised, felt and
seen that they are defending their own Soviet power—the

_power of the working people; that they are defending a
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cause whose victory will secure for them and their children
the possibility of enjoying all the blessings of culture, all
the creations of human labour.” (Applause) .

The Red Army emerged from the war covered with
the glory of the victor. It has matured as an arm.'ec.l forc.e,
and grown even stronger in its Soviet fighting spirit. Mil-
lions of people, so badly needed by the collectlveifarms,
mills and factories, and by our entire country, which has
now addressed itself to the great task of securing a new
upsurge of socialist construction, are now re:turning hgmc
to peaceful labour. The Soviet people is now um'ted
around its Party as never before, and advances in organlsed
ranks under the leadership of the Party of.Lenm and
Stalin. It was our great good fortune thatin the hard
years of war the Red Army and the Soviet people were .1ed
forward by the wise and tried leader of the Soviet Union
—great Stalin. (Loud and prolonged applause. Everyone
rose.) o . : N
The glorious victories of our army wﬂl. go dovynvm
the history of our country, and in w"orld history, hnk?d
with the name of Generalissimo Stalin. (Loud and pro-
longed applause) } ' . . -

Guided by Stalin, that great leader and organiser, we
have now proceeded to peaceful construction, 10 order 'Lo
attain the true blossoming of the forces of socialist society,
and to justify the best hopes of our friends the world over.
(Prolonged applause) _ . o

" Everyone knows how greatly the mtemaﬂgnal prestige
of the U.S.S.R. has grown. This became _posmble because
of the military, economic and political ‘achlevements 01. our
country. -Cne year ago Comrade Stalin expressed this in
the following words: N .

“ Just as the Red Army achieved military victory over
the Tascist forces in its long and arduous s@glf:—hetndgd
struggle, so the workers in the' Soviet rear won (?COII—}'OIIIHC
victory over the enmemy in their lone fight against Hitler-
Germany and her associates.” . N

Comrade Stalin also said: “It is not only military
defeat that thie Hitlerites ‘have suffered in- this war, but
moral and political defeat as well.” The war has demon-
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strated to everyone how greatly cur country has grown
and strengthened in a military-economic respect. The war
has also shown to no less an extent how greatly the Soviet
Union’s moral and political prestige has increased in the
eyes of other peoples.

We experienced  exceptional economic hardships in
the early years of war; nevertheless cur country proved
capable of supplying our heroic army with everything it
needed; including first-rate armaments superior in quality
to the enemy’s weapons, Enduring the privations and hard-
ships of wartime, the Soviet people worked without folding
their hands, and we must pay tribute to our workers in the
rear, especially to the selfiess Soviet women and young
people, so boundiessly loyal to their Motherland. = (Pro-
longed applause) ' .

It was this which permitted us to maintain the living
standard of our people in the difficult time of war.

Millions of sons of the working class were mobilised
and fought at the front. Yet the mills and factories con-
tinued working, owing to the influx of new cadres, especi-
ally from among the women and youth. Quite a few new
factories, power stations, mines and railways were built
during the war, mostly in the eastern districts of the coun-
try. Secialist emulation and new methods of raising labour
productivity were invariably the main concern of the
advanced workers and of the entire working class. The
trade unions and other workers’ organisations carried on
intensive organisational and educational work among the
working masses. - The workers, men and women alike,
worked harder than before the war. Many difficulties were
overcome as a result. . :

The collective farm peasantry demonstrated in war-
time its political consciousness and organisation in agri-
culture, developed by the collective farm system. The pea-
sants, men and women, have now perfectly realised the
importance of socialist emulation on collective farms, and
have done much to make up for the enormous damage in-
flicted on agriculture by the German invaders’ temporary
seizure of part of our country’s territory. All this enabled
us to carry. on through the war years with reliable grain
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stocks and to supply the essential industrial enterprises
with agricultural raw materials. * It was not easy to cope
with this task, especially if we recall that our Red Army
consists chiefly of collective farmers.

Another factor which enabled us to cope with our war
time tasks at the front and in the rear was that the Soviet
intelligentsia did their duty to their Motherland. The war
showed clearly what our intelligentsia has become under
the Soviet systemn. One hears no more talk of the old and
new intelligentsia. Life itself has eliminated this problem.
The overwhelming majority of the intelligentsia honestly
and effectively discharges its noble duty in organising
economic life, in training new cadres of specialists, in safe-
guarding the public health, and in raising the cultural
level of the population. To-day we may say with great
satisfaction that the Soviet 1ntellwents1a are worthy of thelr
people, and loyally serve their country. (Applause)

The friendship of the pecoples of the Soviet Union
has grown stronger during the war. Our multi-national
state, with its different languages and varying modes of
life, its varying culture and history, became even more
united, and the Soviet peoples grew ever closer to each
other. No other multi-national state could have withstood
the trials through which we passed during the war. Only
our state, in which there is no place for the exploitation
of man by man, in which there are no antagonistic classes,
but instead workers, peasants and intellectuals, all equal
citizens, administering both local affairs and the affairs of
state—only such a state, and not the old Russia of nobles
and mereliants, could have withstood the German invasion
in the hard vyears of 1941-42, smashed the reckless enemy
with its own forces, thrown him cut of its territory, and
moreover rendered powerful assistance to other nations in
their liberation from foreign enslavers. To-day in ouf
country there are no oppressed or unequal peoples like
those which only recently, under the Tsarist regime, were
of colonial or semi-colonial status. In the Soviet State the
rights of every people to independence and free national
development are recognised. All peoples are reared in the
spirit of friendship and mutual respect. They are also

20

reared to recognise the services of each people, in accord-
ance with its efforts to develop its own national culture
and to advance still further the Soviet State as a whole.
The activity of our countless trade union, industrial,
cultural, sports and other workers’ organisations, the crea-
tion of collective farms uniting many millions of Soviet
peasants ail over the vast terr itory of the Soviet Union, the
steady growth of socialist emulation at mills and factories,
on collective and state farms, in mines and on railways—
all these are manifestations of the flourishing of a real
democracy of the people, such as we did not l\now in the
old days, and which cannot exist in any other state,
divided into classes of oppressors and oppressed, a thing
which in our country was done away with long ago by
Soviet power. The rapid progress of cultural life in our
country, and the fact that our intelligentsia, the advanced
and most cultural section of the people have now merged
with their people, so raising the moral and political unity
of Soviet society to an even higher level—in all this one
cannot fail -to perceive a new advance of Soviet democ-
racy, which inspires us with new hopes and confidence for
our country’s future. The fact that the Soviets have ensured
to all the peoples the steady progress of their national cul-
tures, active care in fosterlno national talents, and growing
friendship and fraternal mutual assistance among equal
Soviet peoplea, which was lacking in old Russia, and which
does not exist as yet in other countries, under either mon-
archist or republican regimes—all this bears witness to the
all-conquering strength of Soviet democracy, to its great
significance for the truly progressive development of the
peoples. The mobilising force of Soviet democracy and
Soviet patriotism as a source of inspiration for heroic ex-
ploits was revealed with particular force during the war.
The Soviet people are happy because, thanks to the
October Revolution, which saved our country from being
reduced to the status of a second-rate state, the forces of
the people, fettered by the regime of the nobility, bour-
geoisie and big landowners, were set free and given un-
heard-of opportunities for development on the basis of the
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Soviet system. That is why our victory over Fascism was '

also a great victory of Soviet democracy. .
In the course of the war, the Soviet people had to step

far beyond the borders of their country. The strong resis-

tance of Fascism compelled our troops to enter a number
of foreign states to learn more about life in their towns
and villages, and to enter western capitals such as Vienna,
Budapest and Berlin. In all those states, including those
which yesterday sided with Fascism, the Soviet people easily
found a common language with the working classes and
democratic circles. Naturally, one could not expect that
they would regard as-their friends the enemies of yester-
day, belonging to the camp of the servants of Fascism and
the upper circles ‘of society which had been kept in their
position by Fascist regimes. Acquaintance with the life of
other nations will certainly be of benefit to our people,
and will broaden their cutlook. It is interesting, however,
that the Soviet people return home with an even more
ardent feeling of loyalty to their Motherland and the
Soviet system. (Prolonged applause)

The strength of the Soviet Government is its closeness
to the people. Unlike parliamentary democracy, Soviet
democracy is of a truly popular nature. Therefore the
Soviet State, as a state of a new type, has tasks which are
not inherent in states of the old type. Thus the duties of
the Soviet State include the political education of the
people in the spirit of safeguarding the interests of world
peace, of establishing friendship and co-operation between
peoples—which far from excluding, on the ‘contrary calls
for the exposure of all attempts to prepare new aggression
and to regenerate Fascism. This necessity should not be
forgotten in the post-war years. Under the Soviet Consti-
tution it is a crime to preach hatred between races and
pations, anti-semitism, and so on—just as it is not per-
mitted in our press to exalt crime, robbery and-violence
against man. Such “yestrictions” are as natural, under

Soviet democracy, as the very opposite is natural, unfor-

tunately, in some other countries. In some countries free-
dom of speech and of the press is still interpreted in such
a wav that the mercenaries of Fascism do not have to don
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masks in order to carry on unbridled propaganda in the
interests of aggression and Fascism, even though the peo-
ples in all quarters of the globe have already paid an enor-
mous price in blood and hardship for the orgy of world
aggression and Fascism which they earlier allowed.

It is not every state that has enough strength to under-
take the task of educating the people politically. When-
the Fascist states tackled it, the only result was that they
trampled on the spiritual life, culture and rights of the
people. The advantages of Soviet democracy were proved
by the Soviet Union during the war with particular vivid-
ness. The US.S.R. passed through the fire of the war
ordeal, and grew even stronger, as a genuine state of the-
people. As.is generally known, in our country the Bolshe-
vik Party bears a special responsibility for the political
education of the people. It is'in the first place to our great
Party that we owe our achievements in this respect. That
is why the Soviet people’s words of gratitude and love for
the leader of the Bolshevik Party—" Cur teacher, our
father-and leader, Comrade Stalin "—are so full of mean-
ing. (Prolonged stormy applause. Everyone rose).

We are nearing the new elections. to the Supreme
Soviet of the U.S.S.R. These general elections take place
after all the trials experienced by the Soviet State in the
Great Patriotic War. Our people will bring to the polls

‘the wealth™ of political = experience they have gained in
those vears, after pondering deeply the destinies of their

country, and developnients in Europe and the whole world.
The Bolshevik Party, together with wide circles of active
Soviet non-party citizens, is preparing for these elections,
which it regards as a most important manifestation of Sov-
iet democracy, ‘and one more powerful means of rallying
our people and further strengthening the Soviet State.




| IV—TRANSITION TO PEACEFUL CONSTRUCTION
B AND OUR TASKS

OUR country has switched over to peacefui construction.
Great new tasks are facmtT all the people.
Naturally, we shall devote the necessary attention also
to the new territories which have become part of the
USS.R. As is well known, the enemy who invaded our
country prevented us from giving due attention to the or-
ganisation of the western Ukraine and western Byelorus51a,
which before the war had formed part of the Soviet Union
for only a short time. Now, by treaty with Poland, the new
Soviet-Polish frontier has been established. As a result, all
territories inhabited by Byelorussians have been - finally
| reunited in one Soviet Byelorussia, which can advance with
‘ confidence along the road of free national development.
By virtue of the treaty with Czechoslovakia, as is known,
the Transcarpathian Ukrainehas also at last become part
of our state, and now the Soviet Ukraine unites all the
Ukranian lands—an age-old dream of our Ukranian broth-
| ers. By treaty with Rumania, Soviet Moldavia now
embraces all the territories inhabited by Moldavians, which
| affords them extensive oppor‘tunities for further national
| development. = The western frontier of our country has
| likewise been e‘{tended by the inclusion of the Koenlgsbercr
region in the Soviet Union, which gives us a good ice-free
port on the Baltic Sea. In the Baltic area Soviet Lithuania,
Soviet Latvia and Soviet Estonian have been re-established.
Such are the contours of our present western frontier,
which is of the greatest importance from the point of view
of safeguarding the security of the Soviet Union.

In the north-west we have restored our frontier with
Tinland in conformity with the Soviet-Finnish Peace Treaty
of 1g40. Furthermore, the Pechenga (Petsamo) territory,
in the north, has been restored to the Soviet Union.

Lastly, as regards the Far East. Here the Soviet Union
“takes over south Sakhalin and the Kurile Islands, which is
important for the security of the U.S.S.R. in-the east.. It
remains to mention the restoration of the rights of our
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Muscovites carry flags and portraits of Stalin, Molotov, Kalinin, Manlmls
Zhukou, Rokossovsky and olhers as they wend their way ihwuah the city’s
streets towards the Red Square.




state to the railway in Manchuria, and to the Port Arthur

and Dalny-areas in the southern part of Manchuria.

All these areas, and also the area of our Porkkala-Udd
naval base on Finnish territory, must receive proper atten- -
tion from .us, and in so far as they are new Soviet terri-
tories, will require the special attention of our state. '

We must cope as-soon -as we can with our urgent tasks
in Soviet territories which were temporarily occupied by
the enemy armies. The Germans left behind them many

ruined cities, thousands of ruined and plundered"lﬂfﬂlages.

Restoration began everywhere in these parts immediately
the invader was driven out, but as yet only a small part of
the work has been done, The Soviet people, all the Soviet
Republics, should bend their éfforts to secure the early and
complete economic and cultural rehabilitation of these
districts. The restoration of factories and mills, collective
farms, machine-tractor stations and state farms, of schools
and hospitals and dwellings—to give every urban and
rural resident a home of his own for himself and his family
—these are our urgent tasks. '

Soviet institutions and trade unions, Party and Young
Communist League organisations, also the collective farms
and their organisations in the countryside, should regard
it as their chief duty to care for thé men who did the fight-
ing, and are now returning home from the army-—to care,
also, for the invalids, and for the orphaned families of
Red Army soldiers. We must do everything in our power
to cope effectively with this responsible task, and to heal
the wounds of war at the earliest date. That is another
urgent-duty. o ST

Right now, we must tackle the fundamental task -of
developing the national economy so that within a few years
we may considerably surpass . our pre-war standard of
economic development, and ensure a considerable improve-
ment in the living standard of the entire population. That
is the 'm'eaning of the recently pubiished decision of the

Party and the Government, on the drafting of a Five Year. .

Plan for the rehabilitation and development of the national
economy of the U.S:S.R.. in the years 1946-50, and of the
similar plan for the rehabilitation and development of
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Tailway transport. Our people well know the power of the
:dtalin Five Year Plans which built up the might of our
‘state, and ensured our victory. We need a new advance
in heavy industry, so as to provide the country with more
-metal, coal, oil, locomotives, rolling-stock, tractors, agri-
;gultural machines and automobiles, vessels of various kinds,

spower stations and many other things. The people of the

.‘,torwns and villages expect a considerable increase in the
output of consuiner goods, also an improved food supply.

- The task of satisfying the needs of the collective farms,
~and the requirements of agriculture, has become more

urgent than ever. Our cultural requirements have grown
~and become more varied. Again, not for a moment can
wwe forget our great duty to provide properly for the needs
cof the ‘country’s defence, the needs of the Red Army, the
: uneeds of the Navy. We have no unemployment, and shall
ot have any. In our country everyone has work, for ours
. is a state of the working people. = We must give more
j__thoughi to the better organisation of labour in industry,
-in agriculture, in transport.-and in all our institutions, 0
“ithat the labour productivity of the Soviet citizen, and the
“quality of his work, may yield the best results.

In our day of advanced-technology and-the extensive

.application “of science in- industry, when it has even be-

come possible to utilise atomic energy and other great
technical discoveries, the utmost attention should be paid,
in economic pians, to problems of technology, of raising
the technological level of our industry, and of training

~ highly-skilled technical cadres. - We must keep abreast of
.the achievements of modern world technology in every

branch of industry and the national economy, and secure

. conditions for an alloround advancement of Soviet science
and technology. The enemy interfered with our peaceful

constructive work. But we shall catch up with everything
as it should be, and will attain prosperity for our country.

:'We shall havé atomic energy too, and many other things.

" (Loud and prolonged applause. Everyone rose.) So let us
7 tackle these tasks with all our inexhaustible Bolshevik
" energy, with the mighty energy of Soviet people. Let us
 work as Comrade Stalin teaches us! (Loud applause)
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Lastly, about our tasks in forewn policy. The Soviet
Union has always given first place to promoting peace and
co-operation with other countries for the sake of universal
peace and the development of international business rela:
tions. While we are living in a “
while the roots of Fascism and imperialist aggresswn have
not been finally extirpated, our vigilance in regard to
possible new violators of peace should not s;acl\en and
concern for the strenvthemng of co-operation between’ the
peace-loving ‘powers will continue to be our most 1mp0r—
tant duty. ' 8

* * *

We. have no more important task  than that of

conselidating our victory, which we won in staunch

struggle, and which has opened the way to a new great
advance by our people Never before have we faced pros-
pects of socialist construction on so vast a scale, or such

opportunities for the growth of the strength of the Soviet

Union. Our people are full of-faith in their great cause,
the cause of the Great October Socialist Revolution

Long live the Soviet people, the victor people, and’

their Red Army and Navy! -

Long live and prosper our Great ’\Iotherland the
Motherland of the October Revolution! :

Long live the Government of the Union of Sov1et
Socialist Republics!

Long live the Party of Lemn and Stahn 1nsp1rer and
organiser of our victories!

Long live the leader of the Soviet people, great Stalin! -

(Loud and prolonged applause, becoming an ovation.
Everyone rose. Cries of ° Hurmh for great Stalin!™).
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