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 MARRIAGE AND THE
_ FAMILY IN THE USSR.
L ByD.Etde»l

1

i E Nid de Viperes »_the vipers nest—this is the sensational
; but nevertheless significant title of a modern French '
, novel which depicts a family whose members, forced by
rcumstances to live together, try desperately to find refuge
6m - their mutual hatreds in gloomy solitude. : .
““We lived together for 47 years, without having a single
ing in common,” explains Piquet’s widow——after the death of
éi";eminently respectable lawyer-husband who had the reputa-
on-of being an exemplary head of a family—in Pierre-Chappi’s
lay, “ The Death of Monsieur Piquet,” staged by the Comedy -
heatre in Leningrad. It is difficult to imagine worse relations
an those which prevailed in that family, a veritable nest of
ers where the very air seemed to be poisoned with hatred.
{ can it be said that this and similar plays deal with only
ceptional cases? Would it not be more correct to say that the
ented -dramatist has not shrunk from the truth, but has
vealed a terrible yet real and existing social phenomenon
vich is typical under certain circumstances and in certain
ta of society? - .

“A - definite social order produces a definite mode of family

qB-

to undertake a comprehensive ’
‘ . . We
ust confine ourselves to a few brief remarks which may serve
_an introduction to the problem of marriage and the family in
USSR. ‘
" Before the October
ussia reflected, in a very striking fashion,

' the country’s ecoromic and political regime.

Revolution, marriage and the family in
all the peculiarities
The conservative
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family in tu with
e ; laguxsﬁszilz 11} tune with the government’s general reactionais,
poticy. Hus 1awwi?- one of those countries in which the Wholg*‘l
force of ¥ so;iet b%?ported not only the family as an economic )
pucleus of 5o thser, fubgcﬁi; thfe arche"lic yights of the slave-owning
pecuTliar “ organisation ‘of 1(c))veﬁ}’le family 2 a compulsory and
Law4510 (;c%nihrees§em.ﬂi1e é‘lotoymus tenth volume of the Codex of
aws o COdeﬂussmn Empire can only be compared to such
D a t—H ¢ huobas,dfor mgtance, the Prussian rural law which
fuiﬁimen‘gﬁo‘ ms_ﬂ~atn1 ’che. right to claim, through the courts, the
fime of ‘1; arita dufcl@s by the wife, also the right to em’ ‘1
icicedt'o force a wife to return to the family ” vy
s obi?; eé{nfotc‘)‘ %\?esﬁgit;ujjisf eoi tiletRuss}ilan Empire, the husband
was obl > ) ,” but nothing more. T liga-
f;t(fr Z r\;/llth‘ which tne. law saddled the other partner—lt};fe csisiléga
& uch more varied and concrete. She was obliged to 0§;7

her husba |
r husband as the head of the family, to love and respect him
Those .

Zﬁi;ﬂ%‘fﬁe}ﬁ? every mark of affection and compliance.”
N g;r;?g the state o_f mgrriage without the consent of
parents. ot A ians WeI‘i} imprisoned and deprived of their
e hereﬁc;,” Iﬁ?ﬁﬁi; So; lla?s forbade or limited marriaéeS‘
e 5o et nd Jews. Special laws regulated the
marfila eg gevoolu‘luonary Russian_ law did not recognise - eivil

artias a.lso Ellﬁ (Ilhurf:h marriage was considered legal 'fhe'
Church als V‘: ad the rlght to divorce married people. ’fhe éost :
o et als vell;y hlgh. -and quite beyond the means of t\h‘e‘f
working » o) de'd. roceedings were accompanied by shameful

formall thatag krggged on fo? yvears. There were, of course;:
even in tha ark kingdom, loving and deveted hearts united i
sirong feelings of love and duty. The poet Nekrasov Wrotee" by

F}ate has three hard lots in store;

r’Ir‘fqe first lot is to marry & slave',

Ah?i 3fcon9 'to bg the mother of the son of a slave;
nd the third is to obey a slave all your 1i§e ,

E?‘t . i . « . . N ;
?oéaut]irflulhds goel;‘"‘*+ Russian Women,” Nekrasov described ths
beautiflil eeds 1oL'uhose tender yet firm heroines who shared the: :
tter fate of their husbands, the Decembrists i ile i e

mines of Siberia. S In exdle In the
The great Russi s
o faﬁtjel;g; iz i, 1?11551;111.:1 19‘Fh century critic, Belinsky, in his analjsi‘é i
- the m 2 ] ationships in progressive circles, correctly str ssed
1012 purity of Russian women and the Rtissian f;rrsl,ily e’I‘hls /
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: According

«

social phenorgnon was reflected in Pushkin’s famous novel in
verse, “Euge Onegin,” in which Tatiana personifies, for the
first. time an. with remarkable force, the poetic image of the
Russian wonan. As Belinsky puts it Pushkin’s Tatiana is an
example of tie Russian woman for whom love can be the greatest
happiness orthe greatest misfortune—but for whom there can be
no in-betwen stage. It was for this reason that Tatiana refused
Onegin’S'pmtestations of love. Later Russian literature pre-
ented the world with a gallery of charming portraits deriving
rom Tatiaza—that truly “ typical Russian woman.”

; 11 :

. 1917 was a year of fundamental changes in the realm of
marriage and the family. The age-old political, economic and
legal inequality between man and woman was abolished.. Love,
and not material calculations, became the determining factor in
marriage. .

Qgviet law stood up for the defence of women
cemented by affection and mutual attachment. From the very
outset it aimed at introducing into the conscience and life of
society a high moral level and $ull equality of both partners.

" In the USSR, as in other progressive countries, Church
" marriage became the “personal affair of both parties.” Trom
! now omn, those desiring to enter the state of marriage had to
©  advise, orally or in writing, the Registry Office of the Executive
Committee of the Soviets of Workers Deputy (ZAGS) accord-
ingly, and make a statement in writing affirming that there was
no obstacle to their entering the married state and that they
mutually agreed to it; after which bridegroom and bride were
pronounced husband and wife.
to Soviet law,

and the family,

a second marriage without a
preliminary- divorce is punished as a criminal offence. Persons
who marry may choose either the husband’s or the wife’s names,
or a combination of both names. The law considers as obstacles
to marriage the foliowing: direct family relationships——brothe’fs
and sisters, etc—and also certain physical diseases. Under no
conditions does a difference of nationality between husband and

“Wife serve as an obstacle to marriage.
The marriage registration ceremony is of a suitably solemn

. “character, and the premises and decoration of registry offices

. are in keeping with this. Scrupulous attention is paid to the
registration act by the employees of the Soviet apparatus.
Certain formalities are observed. The couple is congratulated by

Page Three



the first decade of the Soviet system. The basic principles
remained unchanged. ’
code was preceded by a wide dis-

. The adoption of the new
Gussion, both at the sessions of the Central Executive Committee
“of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, and, outside it, at

public meetings in towns and villages throughout the U.SSR.
The equalisation of actual and registered marriages in the eyes
. of the law was an important supplement introduced by the new
Marriage relations were considered to be in full force

henever evidence of corresponding circumstances was present
joi i ere established by a common

household, mutual material support, education of children, mani-
estation of marital relations before third parties, exchange of

personal letters.

 the registrar
, Who shakes hands wit
2 S . . "
1a)ls"leslésualfly Present at the cerem“o{gh thﬁ{n. o pond and rela
by ine amily celebration, either ;y, 2 e
f T}l :eéxfly married couple i
_oviet Government‘ i i

;ir?‘;s n_ot limit itself to half méa:;hmh It longo oy Shl m
eI:lal support to the newl or

. S
ch is geneally followed
a restaurant o in the hothe

arriag
It lends.the utnost possigieé

111

The idea of the humaneness and purity of love, the idea of
-Soviet marriage, has been best expressed in two letters addressed
by V. L Lenin to Tnessa Armand, which were published in 1939,
These letters-were written in 1915 in reply to a plan for a pam-
phlet written by Armand for women workers and submitted to
Lenin. ’
Despite the exceptional gravity of the situation in Europe,
where the first world war was then raging, Lenin found time to
communicate to Armand his views on love, marriage and the
family: In so doing he emphasised the importance which he
attached to the problems raised by Armand. , )

Armand had fallen under the influence of the modern
decadent theory of “free love,” as covered by this vociferous
phrase. Lenin sent her a short but clear explanation of the
fallacy of her views. T.enin enumerated the possible meanings

" of “free love” as follows:

irrespective of origj

: gin.

%351.stance for children i
hite Guards invaded

Yudenitch w

as threateni

Guard i cming Petr i

T (ljlz(iin%{lts were advancing frl;(l)ﬁr?}ci’ and Denikin's -
ussia, up to the year 1902 e SO, |

erial (ﬁnanéial) calculations in love.

with marri

remarkable ch. - 1arriage and the ;i
change wh change in one of the most ¢ family constituted 1. Freedom from mat
Revolution lc'?het?)%ﬁ pflace from the 131rél£;§i)c{>xfphferes of 1if ' 9 Freedom from material worries.

; 0 T e
e e o e Repue ollover s poom i MO

egislat . n th .. . B S, .

1920, and in lgn was introduced on two oc ; Ukral.man Repub 5. From “society’s” prejudices.
proclaimed £ yelorussia after the Byelo casions, in 1919 and 6. Trom narrow surroundings (peasant or petit bourgeois
legal code 1E’é"gltlflléletsecond time.) On J;EISJS;?; IStSR had bees or bourgeois intellectual environment).
E};Sr?tli{on This co éllll’fedn}ciren?fe 1 1;':md the famisls’z lgi’linea net ’é gigiﬁ ‘3{12 fet'gers oi ?W'E c%ullrts and police.

aken pla results of th 3 intd . he serious aspect of love.

blace and the experience that ha?i Zc;c;zlgchanfes tha 9. From childbirth.
ained during 10. Freedom for adultery, etc.
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y ' aildren, was never a Soviet the_ory:
[ave to take care of thne true theorists of the new regime;
It was never shared }'qharply opposed by them. The mono-
on the contpary it only does not Aie out, but grows stronger
aglc]:ous famﬂ;{ nly possible and necessary one.
ecomes 1+ v i .
. .~ of marriage as a union of hearts strepgtnened b};l a
: The .,vs;/of ideas has been universally reqognlsed. On g 1‘s
34 Aolilr social- opinion is in full harmony Wl.th tbe 1av1:lr'w }Eg
:le%q;mt"give the husband the right to m}pos}el ]fns1 \Zilrsnetés W’Il'hé
iends, to examine her le R .

spy on her 2 frlen ’ bhand to attend classes
o permission from her husband 1
Wlfeo I‘clgigzrﬁ. %ery often the husband himself suggests tnz;t dshe
i1d take up some study and, if he has ’ch?i r}eges?ryéﬁiwpi bglieé
§ i i de and friend. th
% her in her studies as a comrace. L Both B
g iousness and Soviet law consider as al
rfi)rfs n\ffiich are based on emotion’ and a re}lable 11.1t1m};lac.y
een husband and wife, on their mutual assistance in their

4ed lives warmed by mutual affection.

“In prder to introduce such a lofty.ideaﬂof famﬂydhfe, r;’; I\:Jz;i
} s‘sé‘fY to establish complete equality o1 men danv t}vlvo feet I
» é‘yé‘s of the law, to cut the ground from under the et o
Tonaries and vulgarians and to create the necessary ndl-
s which would make the family 'ts't]%ons ?ﬁdpgiilfgzlnzcgociaf
& caleulations and enable it to satisty bo : g t
6res| its very  first days, the Sov1et.Governm¢n
ei?‘?iy ur]ge();?ook to acgie\fe the necessary conditions for the
wality of women. N -~
cording to Lenin, in order that women S ould be com-
Sgcg:g;n%ipated'and enjoy full .equahty Wlthd-m?cn’eliy :)A;zla{s
ssary that they should take part in general pro l;.C iv vseries'
$a turn, required the estabhshmgnt of restaurax; S}; nur ~rork’
éi’gartens, etc., which would relieve Wom?n of housew ed'
twrthstanding all the liberating laws that naveibeen pafs ﬂ;
“continues to be a domestic slave because pet_uy housi N(;‘:'le
¢ erfishes; strangles, stultifies, and. degrades her, cham?b hegargusjly
L kiteiaen{ and the nursery and Was_tes her 1&}b0}1r on dar aroney
woductive, petty, nerve-racking, stultifying and crus
ryl :
These dernands of Lenin’s have four}d realisatlo;i 13 agtrﬁi
life. ' A huge-network of public enterprises, constru;:jes SaR e
expense of the State, has been set up throughout the U.5.5.8.

Pgge Seven

Points 1 to 7 Lenin considered right, but he pointed out that 3
the phrase “freedom of love” was insufficient to express thése
requirements. By “free love” readers of the pamphlet would
invariably understand somethis g like points 8 to 10, and therefc :
Lenin advises Armand to omit the “requirements for fre%daﬁ’f
of love” from the pamphlet altogether. Points 1 and 2 are the
most important, and after them 3 to 7, but this, Lenin explained,.
is not “freedom of. love.” L

Lenin went on to give a severe rebuke to those inclin d
to support and praise superficial sexual relations. He upheld
marriage on the basis of love as opposed to the vulgarity
marriage without love. i o :

Armand, however, hesitated to accept Lenin’s arguments
She even reproached him for having compared “free love™.
to “free adultery.” Rejecting modern marriage, Armand wrote
that “even a fleeting passion and relation” are more poetical
and clearer than “the loveless kisses exchanged by (vulgaty:
husband and wife.” To this Lenin retorted: “Is the comparison:
logical? A kiss without love exchanged between vulgar husband
and wife is dirty. Agreed. What should it be contrasted with?
One would say, with a kiss with love. But you contrast it Wit
‘fleeting’ (why fleeting?) ‘passion’; {(why not love?). It

follows logically that kisses without love (fleeting ones) are con-
trasted with kisses without love exchanged between husband
“and wife. . . Strange.” ’ o

Lenin pointed out that fleeting relations are nothing bat
“incidents,” i.e., individual cases which do not count. This'
theme, Lenin continued, was one to be worked out in a novel
which should show the individual environment together with ‘an
analysis of the characters and the psychology of the given
types. The pamphlet should not deal with “incidents.” Lenin’s.
words give a clear ider of the view of the family and marriage.
held by Soviet people. Family ties must be strong. At the
same time, marriage is essentially the union of two persons
resulting in a third—i.e, children, without which the existencé
of any society is impossible. - P

v

Is Soviet society—we shall now speak of it as such—interes@éd
in the stability and the solidity of the family? Yes, of course:

itis. The so-called “ theory ” which maintained that in a soci
society the family would disintegrate, and that the State wau
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includes laundries, nurseries, kinderga: . tc., whic
relieve women of household drudgery. ¥ mllfaﬁé‘gs’tﬁe number
of children accommodated in Soviet nursemlflsurin g’ 1937 showed
an increase of 1,141.5 per cent. over the c “sponding period,
for 1914. A comparison of the number of childrb\.m playground
groups and kindergartens for the same two year. y  wed an.

" increase of from 7,000 to 4,271,000.

This emancipation from household tasks has enabled wpe
to take an active part in production work. Many millions
" women have been drawn into active work in economic construcss
tion and into the management cf the State.

While in Czarist Russia, according to the census of 189
55 per cent. of the women working as hired labourers wer
engaged in domestic housework and 25 per cent. were far
hands, under Soviet power the statistics for 1936 showed that, o
the entire number of women workers, 39 per cent. were employe
in industry and construction, 20 per cent. in education'and he{_alt
p‘rotection, 15 per cent. on transport, trade and pubhc caterin
7 per cent. in agricultural enterprises, 7 per cent. in State office
and only 2 per cent. as domestic helps. Tens of thousands q
women are leaders of industry—engineers, technicians and fores
men. In 1936 women comprised 15 per cent. of the total number
of engineering and technical workers. Thousands of women ;
working as economists, agricultural specialists, teachers an%,
doctors. !
. In 1938 Soviet hospitals and out-patients’ clinics employet
over 62,000 women doctors as compared with 2,000 in Czaris
Russia. Four hundred and nineteen women took part in th
seventh extraordinary session of the Soviets. There are -1
women deputies to the Supreme Soviet.

Together with the growth of women’s active participation
the political and economic life of the country, there is alsp
matrked increase in the interest displayed and the part pl yed
by them in higher education, research work, etc. - In 1936 women
formed 30.2 per cent. of the scientific workers in the reseafgh -;
institutes of the U.S.S.R. Thus, the necessary conditions ra
family based on companionship, respect and the independerice of
women, exist in the mutual relations between men and women
even before they enter into marriage. B .

While stiil at school the Soviet schoolboy grows gccustoz'nfedr -
t0 dealing as an équal with the schoolgirl who is his com;ﬁade, i

Page Eight

the classroom. On leaving school he meets her again in the
iversity lecture room or-technical college laboratory where she
training for her chosen profession on an absolutely equal foot-
g with him. Whether a woman drives a tractor or works a
machine tool, she receives the same wages as her men fellow
workers. And tomorrow, perhaps, she may be elected deputy to
he Rural District or Regional Soviet or even to the Supreme

viet of the U.S.S.R.

This applies not only to Russia in Europe, but also to the
tern Republics of the U.S.SR. Today, when one reads Article
of the Constitution of the Kazakh Soviet Socialist Republic,
ich states: “Women in the Kazakh S.S.R. are accorded equal
hts with men in all spheres of economic, State, cultural and
ial-political life,” one cannot immediately appreciate to the
1 the tremendous work accomplished by the Soviet power in
se regions. It should be remembered that less than 25 years
e passed since women in these regions were downtrodden
ves in the full sense of the words. Women were bought and
d like mere goods and chattels. The giving of very young girls
marriage, and also polygamy, was a normal state of affairs.
ore the establishment of Soviet power in the whole of
’ﬁézakhstan there was not one single Kazakh woman doctor,

icultural specialist or engineer, let alone actress or artist.
o tenacious were these dark traditions that even in the first
ears of Soviet power women who removed the veil did so at the
isk of their lives.

However, in 1937 a Kazakh woman, Salikha Ongarbaeva, a
rmer milk-maid, was elected deputy to the Supreme Soviet of
he U.S.S.R. No less than 5,000 woren were elected to the local
oviet of the Kazakh Republic. In 1937 the Kazakh towns and
villages counted 178 maternity homes as well as 80 ante- and
ost-natal consultation centres and 300 children’s nurseries.

In this respect the Stalin Constitution, guaranteeing the rights
women and supported by the whole weight .of the State laws
id State power, only reflects the actual state of affairs. Accord-
gaig to Article 122 of the Constitution, the realisation of women’s
ghts is made possible by granting to women equal rights with
en, to work, equal pay for work done, equal holidays, social
nsurance and education, as well as State brotection of the rights

‘mothers and children, special vacations with pay for pregnant
women and a wide network of maternity homes, children’s
creches and kindergartens. -
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';i:farm statutes also played an important role in the protection of
¢.:mother and child; the law granted pregnancy leave to collective
darm women also—four weeks before and after birth—with a
. 50 per cent. payment for the work days of that period.

The beneficial results of this care for mother and child were
rot long in making their appearance. During the first six months
;&fter the announcement of the decree, the number of ébortions
dropped to one-twentieth and even lower, while the birth rate
_arose sharply. Soviet society had achieved a great deal in its
fforts to solidify the family and guarantee a happy childhood
{0 the new generation. ’

Special mention must be made of the new stage in the
development of protection for mother and child, which followed
the decree issued by the Central Executive Committee and the
Council of People’s Commissars of the U.S.SR. on June 27th, 1936,
prohibiting abortions, increasing State help for expectant
mothers, enlarging the network of maternity hospitals, creches,
ete.

The draft of this law was discussed at numerous publc
meetings and unanimously approved. The new law changed the
position of mother and child. In the first place it prohibited a :
abortions which were not necessary for medical reasons. Af
the years of the Civil War and armed intervention, owing to the
economic chaos in the country and to moral prejudices inherited .
from the pre-revolutionary period, women still did not have all..
the conditions necessary for fulfilling their duties as citizens én_%
mothers. In its decree dated November 18th, 1920, the Sovie
Government, via the People’s Commissar for Health and th
People’s Commissariat of Justice, ordered that “as long as th
moral survivals of the past and the economic difficulties of the
present prevail, it is necessary for women to make use of thi
operation in part.” Thus the right to abortion was only a temg
porary and forced measure. C\learly, as soon as the conditio
which gave rise to the above necessity had changed and th
living and cultural standard of women had risen, the probler
of abortion could be approached from a different angle.

Simultaneously with the prohibition of abortion, the cor
struction of new maternity hospitals, milk supply centres an
kindergartens was put in hand. Sufficient to mention that i
1937, in the Orekhovo-Zuyevo district of the Moscow region, ther
were more creches than in the whole of Czarist Russia in 191
Nikitayeva, a woman worker at the Trekhgorny Textile Mills'
Moscow, brought up all her six children in creches. A spe
law also provided considerable material grants for large familie
On January lst, 1938, there were more than 250,0(}9 such families:

In 1941 the State spent 3,500 million rubles to protect the:

. health of the children and on grants paid to mothers of large:

families. In pursuance of former legislation, the State issued

a new decree, dated December 28th, 1938, confirming the right -

to pregnancy leave 35 days before giving birth and 28 days after .
birth, with pay at the Government’s expense. -

v

Spcial and moral changes on such a gigantic scale have
tr}buted to a considerable increase in the number of
rriages. A sharp drop in the number of divorces, especially
ing the last few years, illustrates the process of development
he Soviet family. ' -

.The gmancipation of women from petty household cares,
ir. participation in social production and the management of
State, the legisiation on alimony, maternity, vacations, the
gumranteed- employment after childbirth, together with material

ate aid for the mothers of large families—all ‘these measures
e made Soviet women independent and free of all petty
cenary aims in entering the marriage relation and have
erefore made marital unions much more stable.

_Despite the fact that husband and wife retain the right

divorce each other, the number of divorces is diminishing each
ear. Thus, in 1937 in Moscow only 8,000 divorces were registered
: c_ompared with 16,000 in 1936—a drop of 50 per cent. In
#ningrad the number of divorces declined by 64 per cent. in the
me period, and in Kalinin 86 per cent. In 1938 the total number
~divorces declined by 35.8 per cent. as compared with 1936.

) The State endeavours to reduce the number of divorces to a
inimum. It tries to free the woman, who suffers more than the
ah from unstable marriages, from a feeling of moral desertion
d neglect. The moral consciousness of the workers, collective

In addition to the new abortion legislation, the collecéive : rmers and intellectuuls, has nothing but condemnation for
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. . . .‘ . thin
loose marital relations, for early marriages which bring noThei:

but suffering to both parties, and for vulgar adultery.

sharply criticise any irresponsibility of the parents towards th

interests and fate of their own children.

The légal code “on marriage, the family and guardianship ™

states: “The parvents’ rights are granted exclusively in the in=

i ichts are not properly:
terests of the children, and when such rig s
Tgalised the Courts are empowered to deppve the parents of these
1 , The State places responsibility for the care of the_’

rights.”

children first on the parents, and then on the schools. These

i ‘ i i he interests of society .

uirements are fully compatible with t - Y
::31 the children. The people of the U.S.5.R. are conV}nced th?.t
not only in a socialist, but even in a perfect cornmumst soc1e;%y’

able to repldce the parents—the loving mother -

dy will be : ; )
gggc;a{her. These convictions form the basis of the Soviet farmi

as a strong and morally solid nucleus of society.

Children very often feel an urge to foliow in the footsteps of the
father and to carry on his work for thg ciuse.
there have arisen our “Soviet dynagtles, _to quote the:E 1111 ¢
given by Stalin to the Korobov family in which four, sons, follo

ing the example of their father, devoted themselves to the tas

ing metallurgy in the Soviet Union. "
ggik(f;(fl%gunie, who was one of the fou_nders .of the Red Arm
has received the title of Hero of thg Sov1e’g Union for valfl(‘)ur
heroism displayed in military a(;tlon agamsrt German' a%: S
. The son of the famous Polar flier, Heljo1 of the Sovileth IE@
Vodopyanov, is today serving together with h}s father in (’ghe ‘

" Air Force. The spirit of those legendary Soviet heroes, Chapa:

and Parkhomenko, lives today in the valorous deeds of their

sons, both of whom are Red Army commanders.

The family in the Soviet State differs from the old famil '}

by virtue of the relations which it forms b(_etvveen people devol
to the lofty problem of building a new life.

is idea -was stressed in an article in Prayda of June E}t
1936?}\;17;13:%‘3 referred to the sacred duty of thé parents, of u
father and mother, the first natural educa“‘cors fmd teach_ers:
their own children. The article stated: Soc1e}1 educa-;lon
widely developed in our country. Th"e State gssmts the fan;}xi
but it does not release the parents from taking care o tk

children. Under Soviet conditions the father is a _social educatof‘:

Page T{uelve
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In this mann& .

He is obliged to bring up good Soviet citizens. This is his pride
dnd duty. The Soviet child has the right to have a real father,
2 friend and educator. A father who does not hesitate to leave

his children is guilty both before them and before the Soviet
State.” ‘

. A family, a domestic hearth, is something which every Soviet
person needs. Life outside of a family circle is very difficult.
In 1933 the famous Polar fier, the late N. Babushkin, Hero of
the Soviet Union, was one of those who  took part in the
helyushkin ” expedition. This ship, after almost having
eached its destination, was caught in the pack-ice and crushed.
- I¢s passengers and crew were eventually rescued and removed to
- the mainland by plane. All this time Babushkin kept in regular
tact with his wife by radio. He did not conceal his chagrin
vhen he told her, “ We are stuck in the ice and, it seems, stuck
ist,” but he went on to say. “ But don’t you worry. 1 am home-
k enough, but it will be much harder for me if I feel that you
00 are in low spirits.”” (Message dated November 16th, 1923.)
his theme recurred again and again in other letters. On
ecember-22nd, Babushkin wrote: “ There is no longer any doubt
bout our spending the winter here. T am very lonely, my dear!
ope we shall see each other this summer and have a good
oliday together. How are the kids getting along at school? Iam
ire they will not disappoint me. Kiss them for me. Tell them
send me a telegram about how their studies are getting on.”

Several years later, in 1937, Babushkin took off on a flight in
arch of Levanevsky’s plane. He flew off into the Polar night,
d again his thoughts went back to his wife and children.
Just talked to you by phone, but it was so short,” he complained.
I hope that when we get back from the search we shall have
time for a good long chat.” He adds a few lines for the children:
- . Do what mother tells you and dont offend her. . .
nother year passed. In the spring of 1938 Babushkin radioed to
s wife from Rudolph Island: “There is so much I want to tell
u . .. I'll tell you one thing—I miss you all terribly ... .”

”

The Soviet school helps parents to bring up their children.
arents’ Unions have been organised in Soviet schools, and these
t exclusively in the interests of the children. In these uniqns
e parents share their experience, receive advice on compli-
‘ied educational problems and come to the best teachers for
D. . : N
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The same applies to the Soviet village. For instance, at the =

“ Pioneer ” collective farm in the Kalinin region, the peasants

were told by Boitsov, one of their fellow villagers, about how he
was bringing up his daughter Nyura and his son Vasya; how he -

saw to it that his children prepared their lessons properly:
Boitsov described how he created the necessary conditions for

the children so that they were able to study well and not be-

disturbed when preparing their lessons. He told how he had

flowers put on the table on which the children did their home-.

work and saw that they adhered to a regime of work and rest

and always finished their day by 9 o’clock. Both children had'

skis and skates.

Boitsov is an ordinary peasant, a member of the “Pioneer?”

collective farm. Here are some more stories about family educ&-,

tion as told by other parents:—

A. Gavrilov of Moscow says:
Before he went to school I had graduated at the university and
obtained my P.H.V. while working at the institute. .

Owing to the circumstances of our family life, Vadin has learned
the difference between working and free days and usually has
many little demands and wishes ready in advance for the free
days.

and go and see the engines, which were then exclusively occupying
his atfention.
games were connected with trains. Other times he liked us 1o
stand with him on the street corner and watch the militia ma
regulating the traffic. Later Vadin became greatly interested

in the Red Army and we used to stand for hours on the Squafe .

near the Red Army barracks watching the men drilling, or we

would go to their army museum and look at photographs and

weapons of all kinds. In the spring Petrovsky Park was his
favourite playground, as he could watch the planes there.
these impressions found expressicn-.in Vadin’s games,

did in his free time.
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“My son was an only child.

. The child
lived according to a correctly regulated system and spent several -
hours a day in the open air no matter what the weather was like.-
Generally we spent an hour playing with him before he went -
to bed, but sometimes when we got back he was already fast -
asleep. Our free days were given up almost exclusively to Vadin. ’

Often he wants to be taken to see something or to pzajy.:i
We used to take him o the railway station, buy a platform ticket:

He would only draw railway engines, and all his !

All~
in hig
drawings and his attempts at modelling and in everything he '
In the summer, which we always spent in: -

the country or at the seaside, he took a keen interest in natural
4 history.”
r Another typical account comes from Ostrovskaya, 2 mother
¢ of three children: “I am with my children now in my thoughts.
R One of them is serving with the Black Sea Fleet, where he makes
use of the knowledge he gained studying at the Frunze Naval
- College. The other is working with his comrades measuring the
course of the old Volga, changing it into a network of lakes
b linked by beautiful canals, and deepening the old river bed. My
i third son is in the Far East, guarding the Soviet frontier. Every
- line I get from them from the various corners of our vast country
is a2 source of great joy to me. It seems a little time ago since
the three little brothers started going to school. There was a
difference of a year between each of them. The three grew up,
played and worked together. I tried to foster a love of nature
* i them, while their father developed their interest in technical
science.”

- These recollections are typical of thousands on thousands of
- Soviet fathers and mothers.

VI

+ The Hitlerites, who have attacked the independence and
integrity of the democratic states, seek to break up the family
“‘hearth, honour and happiness of the Soviet people. In their
. 'wake they leave charred ruins of places where only a short while
¢ ago peaceful life was going on, where new values were being
.. ereated, and families lived happily together. They have strewn
¥ their blocdstained path with the bodies of innocent victims.

For these vile deeds the Soviet family is taking vengeance.
‘Mothers and fathers, sons and daughters are giving all their
strength to destroy Hitlerism, which has deprived millions of
men of their lives, children of their childhood, youth of its joy,
women of their families and peaceful work and old people of
their rest.

| Husbands and brothers who leave for the front are replaced
by women and girls working in the fields and at lathes. These
women are mastering all jobs. In May, 1942, in the Moscow
region women led 83 out of 178 collective farm brigades which
were formerly headed by men. Sixteen-year-old Ana Manyu-
shenko came tq the Urals machine engineering works during

Page Fifteen



the war, and a few months later she fulfilled her production norm
by 500 to 800 per cent. Driving locomotives, working at oil der~
ricks, in mines, research laboratories and on river boats, Soviet
women are proving that their hands are able not only to caress.
children, but also to strike the enemy. Not only behind the linés
are women active in the name of victory; they are also in actmn
at the froht. Nurses, women doctors and women signals workers
are fighting the Hitlerites shoulder to shoulder with their rela-
tives in the Red Army, Those who find themselves ternporarlly

under the Hitlerite yoke join guerilla groups and exterminate the o

Hitler blackguards day and night.

In the ranks of the Crimean guerillas there is a collectlve'

farmer who is fighting side by side with his wife, his two soné
aged 16 and 14, and his two daughters, the younger of whom isa
girl of 12. Stepan, the 1l4-year-old son, is a first-class scowt
and has been awarded the Order of the Red Banner.

There is no force so powerful, no atrocities so horrible that
they can break down the stability of the Soviet family. Chlldren
whose parents have been shot and tortured by Hitlerites aré

being adopted by Soviet people throughout the US.SR. On the

initiative of Ovchimnikova, 2 mother of three children who works
at.the Krasny Bogatyr Textile Factory in Moscow, thousands’ of

Soviet men and women are anxious to adopt children whose:
parents have been the victims of Hitlerite atrocities. Large
numbers of Red Army men at the front are now defraying -atls
the expenses of maintaining war orphans in children’s homes;:

with the intention of adopting these children and taking ther

into their families on their return home after victory has been

worn.

All the millions of the multi-national Soviet people have :
" become one militant family whose only care is to rout the German:

Fascist armies as soon as possible in conjunction with th
British, American and other allies, to liberate the Soviet la
and the whole world from the Fascist scum. '
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‘social and political life.

APPENDIX

Women in the U.S.S.R. are accorded equal rights
with men in all spheres of economic, state, cultural,

The possibility of exercising these rights of women
is ensured by affording women equally with men the
right to work, payment for work, rest and leisure,
social insurance and education, and by state protection
of the interests of mother and child, maternity leave
swith pay, and the provision of a wide network of
maternity homes, nurseries and kindergartens. (Stalin
Constitution—Article 122.)

Women have the right to elect and be elected on
equal terms with men. (Stalin Constitution—Article
137.)

Soviet law punishes any citizen who refuses work
to a woman simply because she is a woman, or because
she is pregnant. In the criental Soviet republics, where
woman was most rigidly enslaved, there are heavy
penalties for forcing under-age girls or boys into mar-
riage, for trading in brides (very prevalent before the
Soviet Revolution), and for in any way hindering

the entry of women into the schools, agriculture,
industry, and social and political life generally.

s

(““ The Stalin Constitution,”” by Professor I. Trainin.)
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