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Shaw on Stalin

N the 31st of May a letter from Bernard Shaw appearsd
in the New Statesman and was reproduced with some
variations in the Hearst newspapers in the USA.

besides being quoted extensively in the American Press
zrally,

The occasion of the letter was a criticism by the editor of
“45 9.8, of Mr. Shaw's political attitude as unaccountably favour-

What Price Stalin ?

R,—Stalin is mischievously and dangerously underrated by
. At present we are either reviling him as a bloodstained
monster whose sole occupation and delight is the shosting of
nolitical opponents, or assuming that his diplomacy, like that
own Foreign Office, is concerned solely with the ambitions,
'ries, and cupidities of the seventeenth and eighteenth
tury dynasties. /

Stalin’s eminence rests on his solution of two big problems.
“onfronted with the orthodox theory that Socialism is impos-
in a single State surrounded by capitalist States, and that
e revolution " must be international, he decided to try, and

The second was the agricultural problem, which our chosen
insant Prime Ministers failed so dangerously to sclve. Stalin
-ed it by collective farming. Meanwhile he was nursing
sstrial Socialism on a scale which was founding new cities

s
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- and.colenies in two coatinents much faster than we can get a
private-bill through Parliament-for a new tramline. We could
Rot-even put a bridge acress the Severn whilst he was irrigating
desertszand digging twe or three Severns. What other states-
man-new in power has a hundredth part of his achievement te
beast of? -

My statement that he was neither Chancellor nor Fuhrer
nor-Buce neor anything but secretary to the Russian Politbureau
- or Thinking Cabinet {a very necessary State organ incorteivable
in- this fatheaded country) was perhaps inexact: for it may be
that in Russia as in Engiand a secretary is entitled to a month’s
notice instead of five mimutes; but this does not matter now that
Stalin is Pririe Minister and can be sacked at a moment’s notice
as Neville Chamberlain was. He has no hold except that of
beirrg the best man for the job. '

As tc hs being afrzid of the Fuhrer and the German army,
how can that be maintained in the face of the fact that he is the
only ruler in the world who has acted in every military crisis as
if the German army and its present owner did not exist? What
evidence is there that hs asked Herr Hitler's leave before he
resumed White Russia, changed the Russo-Finnish frontier, and
gathered in the Baltic provinces? Is. it suggested that these
operations were pleasing tc the Fuhrer. Or that he would not
have prevenizd them had he dared to tackle the Red army?

Obviously, what Stzlin is afaid of is not military defeat but
war as such. In a socizlised country war is a nuisance and a
mischief to everybody. To turn from the marvellous welfare
work ef building a new civilisation in Asiatic Russia and bringing
European Russia up to date to pure destruction, mischief, and
devilment, is the worst that Stalin has to fear; and naturally he
will go to the utmost limit of prudence to avoid itz. But we
cannot understand this, because with us war means glory,
patriotic hercism, colossa! profits, and, at the back of it all, the
restoration of the interest on gilt edged to the old five per cent.
We throw miiliens of capital into the fre of war exactly as we
threwr fishes back into the sea or tons of wheat or coffee into
the-kiln to keep up tHe scarcity value of the rest. Under such
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circumstances we cannot understand -a -Communist _statesmen .
whose object and interest it is to.cheapen capital and aveid war ..
2s an intolerable plague, Nevertheless, if the USSR, is foroed

o fight, I pity its adversaries,

What Stalin has not feared te face is a general election-in
cach of his four new Baltic ‘republics, ~with adul: su&xagemé
secret ballot. We dare not venture -even on a free vete in tha
House of Commons, - i

I am acutely aware of the risk .of Praising .a statesmasn.

vefore he is dead; but the extent to which we are duping apd -

Joping ourselves by reckless abuse of Stalin just as we used. fo
the cases of Voltaire and ‘Washingtor is too dangerous to be
pass. ' ‘

G. BERNARD SHAW.
The editor’s comment was as follows:—

_ [We agree with Mr. Shaw that if Stalin succeeded in
xseping the Soviet Union out of war while the rest of the werkd
reduced itself to ruins, he would certainly be acclaimed. by
history as the first statesman of this age. We should ‘add -thas
i a world reverting to dictatorship, rulers will be Jjudged net
kv the standards of the nineteenth century, but by those we aze
accustomed te apply when discussing Charlemagne or -perhaps
Henry VI Bat to deny that Stalin is_a dictator makes non-
sense of this realistic defence. If Mr. Shaw is not cenvinced
the recorded facts that Stalin cannot be sacked by anything
short of assassination, then he would not be convinced even
though all those who had attempted to challenge his position
were to rise from the dead. To say that Stalin behaves as ** if
:be German army and its present owner did not exist *’ is arrame
nonsense; it also greatly under-estimates Stalin’s abilities. . The
whole trend of Stalin’s recent policy shows that in spite of the
7ery great military force at his disposal, he has = very hively
and intelligent fear of war with Germany. To quote ohly twe
secent instances: Stalin has allowed his most erergetic -and
crusting fo¥owers in Bulgaria to be passed over to the Nazis,

! has preferrad 1o let the Dardanelles and his Turkish alliance
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- and-colonies in two continents much faster than we can get a
private:bill through Pasliement-for a new tramlbine, We could
neot-even put z bridge acress the Severn whilst he was irrigating
desertsiand dizging two er three Severns. Wha- other states-
man-new In p>wer has 2 aundredth part of his achieverment te
beast of 2 -

My statement that he was neither Chanceller nor Fuhrer
nor Puce nor znything bu: secretary o the Russien Politbureau
- or Thinking Cebinet (2 very necessary State organ incorteivable
in-this fatheaded country] was perhaps inexact; for it may be
that in' Russia 2s in England z secretary is entitled to & month’s
notice instead of five misutes; but this does not matter now that

talin is Prime Minister and can be sacked at a momernt’s notice
as Neville Chzmberlain was. He has no hold except that of
being the best man for the jok. '

As o his seing afraid of the Fuhrer and the Cerman army,
how can that bz maintained in the face of the fact that he is the
only ruler in the world who has acted in every military crisis as
if the German asmy and its present owner did not exist? What
evidence is there that he asked Herr Hitler's leave before he
resumed White Russia, chenged the Russo-Finnish frontier, and
gathered in the Baltic provinces? Is it suggested that these
operations were pleasing te the Fuhrer. Or that he would not
have prevenied them had he dared to tackle the Red army ?

Obviously what Stalir is afaid of is not military defeat but
war as suck. n & socialised country war is a nuisance and a
mischief to everybody. To turn from the marvellous welfare
work of building a new civilisation in Asiatic Russia and bringing
Europear: Russia up to dae io pure destruction, mischief, and
devilment, is the worst tha® Stalin has to fear; and naturally he
will go to the atmost limi of prudence to avoid it. But we
cannot understand this, because with us war means glory,
patriotic heroisra, colossal profits, and, at the back of it all, the
restoraticn of the interest on gilt edged to the old five per cent.
We throw millisns of capital into the fire of war exactly as we
threw fishes back into the sea or tons of wheat or coffee into

the kiln to keer up tRe scarcity value of the rest. Under such
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srcumistances we cannot understand . a Lommunist _statesman

whose object and interest it is te cheapen capital and-aveid war
23 an intolerable plague. Nevertheless, if the U.S.S.R. is foroad.
» fight, [ pity its adversaries,

zaca of his four new Baltic ‘republics, with adult suﬁrageané .
t ballot. We dare not venture e¥en on a free vete in the
:1se of Commons,

What Stalin has not feared to face 1s a general election-in

I am acutely aware of the .risk .of. Praising .z statesrman.
2tare he is dead; but the extent to which we aiédhﬁi:;ag «aaé -
“eping ourselves by reckless abuse of Stalin just as we used.fs
= the cases of Voltaire and Washingten is too dangerous te ke
2T 3ASsS.

G. BERNARD SHAW.
The editor’s comment was as follows:—

iWe agree with Mr. Shaw that if Stalin succeeded in
ing the Soviet Union out of war while the rest of the world
auced itself to ruins, he would certainly be acclaimed. -by
story as the first statesman of this age. We should add-that
world reverting to dictatorship, rulers will be judged net
the standards of the nineteenth century, but by those we are
customed te apply when discussing Charlemagne or perhans
ry VL But to deny that Stalin is_a dictator makes non-
= of this realistic defence. If Mr. Shaw is not convinced
ae recorded facts that Stalin cannot be sacked by -anything
¢ of assassination, then he would not be convinced even
1zh all those who had attempted to challenge his position
to rise from the dead. To say that Stalin behaves as ** if
German army and its present owner did not exist ™ is arrant
"~ »nsense; it also greatly under-estimates Stalin’s abilities. The
‘e trend of Stalin’s recent policy shows that in spite of the
great military force at his disposal, he has a very lively
intelligent fear of war with Germany. To quote onf%;;f'l&we
instances: Stalin has allowed his most energetic and
~isting followers in Bulgaria to ‘be ‘passed over o the Nazis,
has preferred to let the Dardanalles and his Turkish-alliance
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go by the Laard rather then to risk a quarrel with the Fuhrer.

This may well
respect for Gérman powar—Ed. N. S, & N.]

o thizs Mr. Shaw tied briefly :—

> 1 have =dditional space for just 2 scrap more of

£ r thar 3talin has ' let his Turkish alliance go
by the board ”” with the Dardanelles? Why should he object

g through the Dardanelles into the Black
Sea? Would not Russia and Turkey then have them on the
spot? Shouid not our nzvy do its best to drive them into the
trap out of rhe Mediterransan?

I grant you Stalin’s * very lively and intclligent fear of
war,  which I am lively and intelligent enough io share; but §
again urge that this iz something entirely dJiferent from a
defeat by Germany in the event of war. Russia’s
White Russia and the Baltic Provinces in the

uhrer are facts that winna ding.

specific fear o
resumption ©
teeth of the 7

‘J 2. N

I grant zrou alsc tha: Stalin ' cannot be sacked by anything
short of asszssination.”” But as the same is true of Winston
Churchill an¢ Franklin Roosevelt, your money is on, both ways.

Thus f
versiorn of his first letter in the Hearst papers in America ends
as follows.

What Stalin has not feared to face is a general election in
each of his focur new Baltic Republics, with adult suffrage, secret
%aﬁof“' and zll possible democratic facilities and safeguards,
The resulis were more overwhelmingly in favour of the change
than Mr. Rocsevelt’s compulsory referendum on the war this
yvear. Both siatesmen need waich one another closely; for the
U.S. A and tae USSR, are the only great republican federa-
tlons iz the world, and the balance of power is in their hands.
if they cuarral the dangsr o civilisation will be ten times

greater than i: s dream of world domination.

Mr. Recsevelt has made a speech for which all the

I be wise policy; it certainly displays a prudent

fzr Mr. Shew in the New Statesman. But the

nations waited breathless. It was, of course, a big speech: the
President knows that part of his job thoroughly. But it con-
tained only two words that might neot have been uttered
hundred years ago; and these two (* collective barvammg'
were invented by the British Socialists Sidney and Beatrize
Webb. It was pre-Marxian, and might almost have ¢
delivered by Tom Paine. Stalin is up-to-date, and always
sf commonsense and modern experience. He ic post-Marxis
and the difference secures his eminence. He has been thro
the difficulties that await Mr. Roosevelt and are not foreseen
aim.  So much the better perhaps; for, as Crorawell said,
man who does not see whither he is going goes farthest,

A century and a half ago American fundameanialists tall
mischievous nonsense about Voltaire and Roussecatz. Som
them do.so still. We had better not make the same mist
about Lenin and Stalin. We have much to learn from them;
for they have made all the mistakes that we are golng to make
unless we carefully study the remedies they have faund for ther
There is nothing in the American constitution that is not in the
Russian one; but there are one or two clauses in the Russiz
that are not in the American; and on these it is the American
one that is out of date. It has been paiched too often to be
te presentable nowadays.

Meanwhile, Mr, Shaw had found able support in a le:
signed Student of Affairs, which is so important that we must
guote it in full. lts publication in the ** New Statesman ' is =
conspicuous example of the editor’s faimess. under <h:
circumstances.™

Sir,—So Stalin is frightened of the Cerman Army,
is he?

From 1936 to 1938 Soviet help went tc Spain, &
ing through the German, Italian, French and Brisis:
blockade, with the certainty that the French and Brirish
and A}mencdn Governments would eagerly sell arms o

- "We pring the full text, which was a little cnt hy the  New S%
d Nation 7’ for reasons of gpace,




Germany and oil to Japan if these two States attacked the
U.S.S.R. From 1937 eawards the Soviet Union has been
helping Chira—far mors than Britain and the U.S.A. com-
bined—in the teeth of British and United States help te
Japan: again knowing that the latter would be redoubled
if Japan and Germany attacked it. In 1338, before
Munich, the Soviet Union offered to help Czechoslovakia
single-handed if required: with the full certainty that
Messrs. Chemberlain and Daladier would then gladly sell

arms to Germany.
But Stzlin, of course, is afraid of the German army.

On twe occasions during the last two years Hitler has
had the choice of attacking the U.S.SR., with the cer-
tainty that the grateful blessings of the British ruling class
would attend upon his adventure. One was in September,
1939, wher he found that Mr. Chamberlain would declare
war if he aitacked Polend. The other was in July, 1948,
when France was knocked out and the outlook for Great
Britain locked grim. Yet Hitler deliberately chose the
west on both occasicns. In 1935 he had told Lerd
‘Lendonderry why: it was Soviet tanks, aeroplanes and
infanfry he didn't ke,

But Stalin is afraid of the German army.

In September, 1939, the "Germans had advanced
almost to the Ukrainian frontier before the Soviet troops
crossed it, and the Germans in places had te fall back
hurriedly for a hundred miles. In September, 1940, the
German Government had made all arrangements for an
Axis-controclled Danuke Commission: but suddenly the
Axis delegates had to make room for another at the table
—and for Soviet gunbeats and seaplanes aleng the final
stretch to the Black Sez. In November, 1940, the US.S.R.
offered Buigaria a pac: of mutual assistance, which would
have implied war with anyone who attacked Bulgaria there-
after {the pact was rejected because, like many others, the
ruling class of Bulgariz preferred to risk the extermination

‘Bage Light

of its peeple rather than the peossible extinction of its clase
privileges}. In March, 1941, the U.S.S.R. (though having
no alliance whatsoever with Furkey} gave the pledge of
" complete understanding,” as well ag neutrality, should
she be forced to fight in defence of her own territory.

Yet Stabin i ter_zibly afraid of—oh, chuck it!

The fact is, that once again the game of alternate
prophecies about German-Soviet relations is being played,
with which the good people of Great Britain have been
beguiled since the outbreak of war. It would cost the
Royal Institute of International Affairs many hours of
research to compile a list of occasions on which Hitler was
just on the point of making a grand attack on the U.S.8.R.,
or the U.S.S.R. was just on the point of signing some final,
terrific, overwhelming and grandiose alliance with Hitler.
The rabbit never came out of the hat, but the diplomatic
correspondents went on juggling, and it continued to
escape the notice of the bewildered people that the
British Government had condemned it to the role
of a perpetual spectator—for fear that intervention as an
actor would bring the British people {God knows, per-
haps the Indians, too) into undesirable contact with those
Russians. ’

“ Why do the British behave like imbeciles in their
relations with us? " ask Soviet citizens, knowing that their
Government pursues an absolutely independent policy and
has made innumerable efforts to improve relations with
Great Britain: believing, too, with Molotov, in their inne-
cence, that ' the art of politics in the sphere of foreign
relations does not consist in increasing the number of
enemies for one’s country.” More particularly if you have
a war of some magnitude on your hands. And if the
British Government, on the contrary, seizes the occasion
of that war to give masterly demonstrations of how tc
make more enemies, what possible explanaticn can the
Seviet citizens give one another, except that the British
ruling class hates the U.S.S.R. far more thar it hates Ger-
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many—w-ih which it 2as. alas, to fight only bzcause Hitler,
by some nerverss £IYIL took the wrong turning ?
scts. At the end o September,
'R wes zsked, would it resumz trade nego-
; said yes. 5o the British
Baltic States. Turkey and
mutual assistance with the
ritish Government oered to open
she U.SS.R. as good as told it
wey. In February, 1940, asked if
in the Finnisk War, the US.S.R.
ain oblige? So, of course, Lord
-zh, 1940, the Soviet Government
14 like trade negotiations. [t said
~o-ernment thought ur the famous
Saviet re-exporis o Germeany, which
f-r two months; and when that fell
. very comfortably with a demand
12 reveal which of its own goods it
ermany, when Mr. Chamberlain

mh reigned in his stead.
e gesture had to be made: Sir

s i'*a& had a long and frank talk with

l "beg" n trade talks with Mikoyan. But
12 the Burma Road was closed, with-
$.5.R., which was China’s best friend,
Y ?:hal road. Then another heaven-
he Bal*ic Parliaments, elected by uni-
ed their countries Soviet Republics
What an issue—recognition of

old, “freezing =~ of ships—to hold
ns to all eternity! And when a new
r, to talk trade contingent upon

settled, who more deft, more
of Shipping, to req: aisition 23
orts, and thus start the game afl
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We may in m i

; v In mercy v the “ofer
e ey ercy pass over the famous © offer’
ch Seviet Government have charitably not replied
s A7 ve i »
‘ since it would have had to reply politely o = p»@mvs'
: reopen the question of the Baltic States’ legal staru
v3e future Psace Conference.

a"

&,

| \re you :sucg esting, then, mzi the U.S,
re in on our side if we were less tough with :'he 7
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¢ thousand eager voices.

No, I am not. All [ am suggesting is that, if
«cvernment showed as much concern and ﬁﬁe;r_*" r clearin
obstacles tc Anglo-Soviet friendship as : splaye
°b%aave days of yore, in kowtowing to
ssolini, it could reasonably expect tha: fri
wzture.  Of course, if the friendship of & Great Pes

spul £ 103 ‘
ation of 193 millions has no importance unles

ses t Aith Hitler, - i
es to war with Hitler, there is nothing more to sev
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A week before the savage attack of Nazi
Germany upen the Soviet Union this
pamphlet was sent to the printers. When
the attack tcok place it was already in type.
Not one word of the two letters of Mr. Shaw,
or that ¢ Student of Affairs,”” needed
alteration.

At the present moment it is more than
ever necessary that the Britisk public should
understand not only what the Soviet Union

ie doing now, but what its past policy has ~

been. 1his pamphlet will fulsl a very valu-

able funcition of enlightenment. This first-

edition consists of 100,000 copies. We hope
that this will prove insufficient for the
demand znd that we shall have fo reprint

-very gquickiy.

We make grateful acknowledgment to Mr.
Bernard Shaw, *° Student of Affairs,” and
the °° New Statesman and Nation,” for per-
mission tc reproduce the letters centained
in this paraphlet.

National Committee,
Russia Teday Society.
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The

Soviet-Finnish Campaign

by
MAJOR | A. S, HGOPER

The most insanely dangerous feature of our
foreign policy during the last twenty years has been
our vilification and deliberate estrangement and
provocation of the Soviet Government. Major
Hooper’s book ** Through Soviet: Russia, 1937.”
published by himself at his own risk.and expense,
was the first book available at a popular price which
gave us the simple truth about daily life there. But
we still senselessly underrated the formidable mili-

tary power of the U.S.S.R., and described the Fin-

Jand Affair not only as a crime on Russia’s part bt

as a demonstration of her incompetence in modern
warfare.

In exposing this'silly fiction Major Hooper has
done us another service of first rate social and mili-
tary importance.

BERNARD SHAW

Published by the suther.
Distributors: COLLET'S BOOGKXSUHDPS.

. On sale, at all Progressive Bookshops etc., and obtainable from

the Russia Today Soeciety.




