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THE SOVIET TRANSITION 
FROM SOCIALISM TO 

COMMUNISM 
By EMILE BURNS 

,-I-, HE Ill!\\ < ,111-.t1tut11'n of thl! L \ \.R adopted by the L1ghlh 
(,ingrc'' 1 f ">•'\ll!ls in 'l1\1..111lx:1 l'llh. anJ known as the 

SI 1 hn G111 ... 11t11lh 11 • 
~t::nc lcl!i-,l:uh e crubodimcnl to Lhc cpucb-mal.in~ fact that tJle 
L .S.R. harl entered a new 'lal!I.' of d c\ clopmcn l, Ute i.lage o f 
tJic co1111>lcliun of Hie buildinl! of a "uch1lbt socicl) and lhc 
J!Tadu al lr:rn,i liun lo Cummuni.,1 1-ocic l~ ·• 1H 1 ... to1) of the C.P.S.U . 
!BI r J.1(11 

\\hat h.1d ahl'.td\ lx·l!n .1d11l!H'd h\ PHh.' 
I hl! l.tnd ,111d th~ me.111' nf p1od111..i11m haJ been takl!n from the 

lando\' ncr .1mJ l.1p1t,1l1'" and turnl!d 111111 public property. There 
"a' un l1111:.:c1 .111~ d.1:.' of C\(lltiitl'r:.. pro~rt)-o\\lll!r:. II\ ins on the 
labour l'f tllhl!ri. 

In pla\.:c 11f the p11\Jld~-o\\11ed indu,try of hanst Llcncs, there 
wa'> now .1 r11wc1iul ',ocaal1,t anuu,lr). whose output was already 
\l!\CO time~ h1\!hcr thau 111 l91 \. 

Trade "a" n"O !oncer m the hanu:. llf profiteering middkmeo, but 
"a' now in the hanJs of the 1.1k .1nJ the Co-C'lpcratl\c'i. 

In pla1.:c of the ~() millitln ... 111.111, bad\WarJ pcac;anl farms or 
1'ari ... l time.... tlu:re \\as nm\ l.1rgc-scalc. nt\.-Chani:.eJ fanning. 

11rgan1..,c.>J Ill ( • 1lkd1\ 1.; and l•llc far Ill'\, 
r o .. ert~, \. li.,l'" .lllJ 1111l!111pl11) 111c111 had gone forever. planned 

prt1dt11.:t1on tin .1 \11c1a !J,.t bas1 ... \\a-. stead rl.> ra i ... mg produd1on and 
the ... 1andanl of It' 1111! of the people 

fhc Ctjll.1111) tti .tit Clllh'n'. irrC,pl!dl\C ur lhdr 11:.tlt\lnality or 
rJ1..C. baJ bc1.·n es1.1hlt..,hc I, and "hat h,1J fom1l!rl} been industrially 
ha1.k\\.trd 11.1111111.d l!roup ... had hc.:n :;1,en the cconom11 .. anu cuJturaJ 
11ppl'rtun1t1cs fo1 1.1p1J aJvam:c. 

l he cqualal) uf \\11111\.'11 \\'Ith lllCll buJ hccn ei.lahh..,hcd, and tbC 
material and 'odal coml1tiom. fur rcalbmg it in practkc were 
\\ 1del) sprc:id and C:\lcndin!!. 

fhc \\Ork1nu (X!llplc worker:-.. pca,anh and mtcllcctuals were 
of a Ill!\\ t\ pc "thl.' like tif "hid1 the lw .. tn~ of man I. mu hJd never 
l.n1mn l'l\.'f11rc" I he \\Orkmg cla..,:-. \\as no longer c'tplt11tcJ b} a 
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I cap1 La11l>t elm.:.; the peasant!) was no longer exploited by land· 

owners, men.:hants anti usurers. it was no longer a scattered mass of 
separate farmers, but h\c<l and \\Orl..etl together in 1hcir own col­
lective farms; !he u11ellcctual:., drawn mainly from the worl..crs and 
pca~nt::.. no longer scned pri\atc inlerci.ls, but Socialist MKiCt). 

Bccuusc there was ntl longer an cxplo1Ling da'>S, democracy was 
tlcmocrac) for tbc ''orl..111g ~oplc, tlcmocrac) for all, carricJ into 
the raclories and Lhc :.trccts and the collectl\c rarms. opcrah:tl i.:011-
unuou'I) h} all the pt:oplc in JIJ 'Phl!rl!:. of '-OCia l hk 

Thu' a Soi.:iah!>I i.o'-ict) h.1d hccn lirrnl) eswhli,hctl. and it was 
alreatl) pm,1hlc to tool.. forn .in.J to the wmplct1on of lhe building 
of Soc1ah,111. •·the fir,t pha~ 11f ( 1'11Hllllllll>I society", and the 
gnulual trans1t1011 to ··1hc higher pha~··. CommuniMn. 

What arc the C''enttal d11fcrcnce' hd\\ccn thc:.c two pho~s'! 
In the tirst pha .. e. Soc1ulbm. the C\ploit.iti(ln or man 0) mo.n has 

been ended; there " no longer an explo1tmg das,. The Socialist 
organ1~u11on of !'.oc1ety hos hrnught 1111 immcn<,e 1111.reusc in pwJuc­
t1on, hut there i:. not )Cl Slh .. h abunJ.1111 .. c th.1L the nC\!d:. tlf all 
member' t1f :.ociety can he fu lly :.:11i,111:J. 1 hcref11rc people huvc 
w dra\\ fr,irn the sm:iul sh'!CI.. onl) 111 pwrxm1nn to \\hat the) con· 
tnbUle Ill 11. the principle b: "From each accorJmg Lo his abilil); 
to each accorJing Ill Im worl ". Morcmcr. man him.,clf. though 
changing, is nol )Cl an all-nlund intlhidual, is not ycl Cully social 
in bis outloo~. Sodcly ha..\ not yet ~liminatcd "the birthmar~s or 
the old :.oc1Ct) ••• capitalism. 

The second phase. Communism. wa'i forc.,hatlowcd b) Mar'( in 
the following term!'.: 

" In a higher phJ.;e of Comnl'mi!'.I soc1c1y af1er the ensl.ivmg 
'>UhorJm.11ion ••I inJI\ 1JuJls under <l1\l.-.10n ,,f IJhnur, Jnd there· 
w11h Jbo the Jnl1thc<>1s hel\\<ecn mcnt.11 JOU ph}~ICJI labour. has 
vani'>hed, after l;ihour hJ' hc.:.11111: nol mcrch a means 10 111,;c but 
11\elf lhe prim.1ry nc~C'>Sll\ OI life, Jflcr the Jll•)()Udl\'C fore~ hJ\C 
ul'>O increased ''ith the all-rounc.J ,1e\cl1lpmenl of the inui\ldual. 
anc.J :ill the springs ol co-opcratl\c \\c,1hh lhN more ahundantl> ­
only then can the narrow hor11on ,,f bourgeC11s right be I ully 
11.'ft behind and soc1cl} in~cnhe •HI its hanncrs: fro111 each accord­
mg 10 hi'> abilit}. tC\ c:ich accord mg lo has needs" <Critiq111· 11/ 
tin• (; otlw Proi:n1111111. > 
t the Congrc:.' of the (\1111mu1w.t P.irt} of the ~oviel Unillll io 

f\ IJrch l'HQ ~1.al111 'lrc ,~J the nccd to inaca\C the \Olume of in· 
duslria l output "' till' ha~b for the ad\'ancc to C11111111u111 ... m: 

.. Our 111d1"1r'· ha'\ gn)\\n mMc th.111 nmcfold a!> compared 
\\llh prc-\rnr lllll~). \\here.is lhc indrn.try ol the pnneapal capital­
j.,1 countnc~ continue!> to m:irl. lime round ah1111t the pre-\\,1r 
level, c'ccedmg the I.Iller h} onl) 20 or 30 per cent. 1 has means 
that as regard, rule of growth our \oclali~ l mJu~try holds first 
place in 1he "orl<l .. In \\hal rc-;pcct arc \\C l.aggmg! We :ire 
'>till lng~rng ecunomi1...lll)', that ;,, :I\ reg;ird-. the volume of our 
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industrial outpul per head of population .... Only if we outstrip 
the principal capilalist countries economically caa we reckon 
upon our country bcmg fully saturated with consumers' goods, 
on having an abundance of produclS, and on being able to make 
the transi tion from the first phase o( Communism to ilS second 
phase " CLe11illis111, pp. 63'.!-4. l 

After the Victory Over Fascism 
The HiLler-Fasci),l i1n a'>ion of 1hc SO\•ict Union not only intcr­

ruptc<l the l!Connmic a<l,ancc that hatl hccn planned and was being 
succc-.sfully carried out. hut set it back wilh terrible devastation of 
industry and agricuhurc and destruction of life. But the hopes of 
those in I.he \Vc<;t wb0 hated Socialism and calculated that the 
Fascist altnck woulc.J set hack the Soviet advance for decades were 
frustrated. Already in the course of the war the So\ iet people had 
~rformed miracks in the im.lustrial field. building up new plant 
a\\ <t) from the haulc 1one. opening up new resources of every kind. 
When the in,aders had been thrown out. the Soviet people Jost no 
time in making ~ood the de,astation. The Socialist basis of Soviet 
society mat.I i.: it p<) ..,ihle tl' harness the enthusiasm of tens of mil­
lions of peopk 10 rehuikl rltdr factories, their towns and villages, 
their collcct1vc fam1s. 

At the eh.."(;t1u11s lo the <;uprcmc Sm icl in February 1946. Stalin 
set before the people the prnspcd of rapid ly restoring the coun try's 
economy Lo it" pre-war level. and tl1en. in tbe course of Lbree or 
four FiH:-Ycar Plans, of rai!.ing the level of Soviet industry three­
foh.I in Mtlcr Lo achieve a vast increase in the supply of consumers' 
g1,ods. anc.J of making a similar adv:1ncc in agriculture. While in 
the counlricc; of the capitalist world that had _hcen involved in the 
war :.ill hopes were centred on merely re~toring; the prc-w:.ir level of 
industry and life. in the Socia list Soviet Union the gonl of a three­
fold inc.rcn!te was set with full confidence. 

l n calling for Lbis "nc\\ mighty advance of Sm ict economy", 
Stalin panicularl)- ci111eu on So' ict <>cicnti!it-. ''within the shortest 
possible time not only to attain bal LO surpass the achievements of 
science in other countries". The Central Committee of the Com­
munist Party of the Soviet l 1nioo organised throughout the Party 
a renewed study of Marxism-Lenini!>m in its applicauon to the 
problems of the Soviet Union and of the new stage in world history. 
Discussions were opened in every ficlu of science, philosophy. 
economacs. hislory and the nnc: in ortlcr to concentrale a ll the in­
tellectual and moral forces in Soviet society on the tasks of chc 
ad\ancc to Communism. 

Thus 1hc way was prepared for new great advances along the 
\\ h11k front .:conomics. intclkctua I. mor:il- tcading to new. 
rc\Ol11111mary 'idories in all sphere~ nf Soviet life. 
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Economic Problems of the Transition 
In cap1wh-.L <,1x1d). pmate uwncrsbip of the mean ... of pro<lui.:· 

ti1lll ll\lkb had, econi1m1c 1migrcss in the fir~l place bccaU' .. i.:. 
alth11ugh tt 1.011 ... tantly !>tmc' to accumulate profit, ant.I use them a!> 
new t.:apual for e'panc;1on. tt at the same time holds d1l\\ n the con· 
M1111ing power of the masses and therefore katlc; to ovcrproJul.lion 
and crisi-.. That di0iu11ly of i.:.1 p1talisL society has long hcen solved 
in the C,11\icl L mon by So1.1:ilil'>t ownership and planned, 111trc:Nng 
pn1dudi1111 \\ith planned. ri-.111g rn1i-.uming pm\cr for the people 

Biil in aJuiti110 lll this 1.cntr.tl Jdect of capital io; t l!OCiety. there 
.m: <1thcr '-on.,cqucncc.' \lf pn,att: 1mnersb1p that d1 ... 111rt .1nJ hold 
had.: cc1momic .Hhant.:c: C'('C1.tall) the 1111ec11111/ cft·1 t'/011111• Ill tlf 
Ca1.tol) and fac111r:·. of mtlu.,tr: and mdustry, of town indusll) an<l 
agriculture. of re'!ion and region Thie; unequal development . 
ini.:dtahh: under pm•1tc 0\\1ler ... h1p. ic; inherited hy a Socialm 
:-ncict) .• 111tl tlne t'f the pri111.:1pal c1.1111nmic. p rohlcm-. to he soh ·etl 
., 111 t:nd this ini:qu.1111). \\ hich rcstrids the full UJ)e nf the cm1ntry':.. 
material and human rc,1>llrl'i::-. 

Thl' S11\ 1ct State and Soc1al"t pl.tnning mean that all <;ol'1a lt.,t 
.1l'u111111l .1 t11111 all pnxludi1111 tll'll 1' not for 1mmi.:di.1lc i;1msump· 
t11111. hut i.1 extcnJ the 1.:11untr)·, pn~t11.ti\'C power... ..., d1rcl:tl'1l 111-
\\arJs .sa11c;f, 1111! the needs <•f ... 1x.:1~·t\ as a whole. The cont111uous 
!!rnwth m ~utpm c11ra it) . thl. 1.:01111nuuus imprmement of ted1-
11ique, takes place in all indu 1111.:-.. :rnd in all Ca1.11iric-. \\'llhin .111 
indust~ <ir the~ arc n1."CC'"·I') to the plan). bccau-.c Lhc rc ... nurcec; 
arc ponkd .• 111d there • ., a c.:11mmon rurpo~i:. S1multancou .. h thc 
unequal dc,clnpments of indu ... tn. \\.ith a f1. \\ htghl) dcvclllpccl 
rq,!11111c; and \a-.t tcrritoril'' \\I th hltlc if an) indu ... tr\. ha-. .1lrcad) 
hl·cn d1:1npl'd l h1-. Wilk d1st11h11l11111 of imlustry thrnu!!hnut the 
\\ hole tcrntnry of the ~O\.ICt Unum has. or l'OUrse, its military 
\ ll!l1llt1.ann• ClllU \\;tS of !!rC.tl \ :t lue Ill the fight a~ainsl the f,l\ll'>l 
i11\,1der.,: hut it b :it-.o an e.,.,c1111al feature of the nl'\\. ~<>t.:ia lt 't 
11ri;.ini-;a1ion of ~ocict). I Im '' ide d1,tnhutinn nr imh1,try hac; a 
di red econ•mtic purpose: to make u-,c of all Inca I fl'.,otm:c'. in· 
d11d111g the local rCSClllr\.C\ or human Jahour: anJ lo 'a\e Ullllel·C'· 
'Jr\ tran.,rort from other region' of grnxl~ that could pcrfedh \\Cll 
he prc'l\lui:'-'CI locall). As we ,h,dl ~cc. tn addition lo the ci;onomil. 
p11rp1l c. it has aho a wtia/ purpm.c. for the all-round t.le\l'111pmc111 
of 111di\ iJuals. 

The contmuous ro1"ing 11r the te1.hn1cal kvcl nf indw,try and nf 
1hc total output is not simply a q11cc;t1on or more machines and more 
11p·hHl.1ti.: equipment ccncrally. it can only he carrii.:d out h) 
rtii\illlt tilt ~/..ill of 1'11 worJ..I'/'~. r hnt is \\h~ there i" unequal pa) -
wh) the higher grades nf lahnur :ire p:i1d mMe than the lower.so that 
C\Cry worker has :i material 1nccnl1\C to imprO\C sl.111. to qualif~ ,, 



for h1~hl'l h:\.hllil."al \\11rl Or l'.Ollr'i: lhlS material incentive is 
:-tn:n,!!lhc11cJ h) the uc\-d,1p111cnt of .w1c ia/ cv11sci1>11sm·s .... of the 
fcclin~ 11r 1ocit1/ l"t'\J1f'l/\thi!il\ fnr the rapid building of a Socialist 
sodcl\ J1.h.111c111!! lo full C1 mmunNn. l he raisinc. of c,J..i ll and of 
~xiJl · 1.."11n-.ci11u,~i:'' j, 111 wrn rcinfon:cd h) sn\.1,11 re\\ ards-thc 
puhlu.: rccogniti<m or thl' c't:cption;1ll) valuJhle c11ntrihutions made 
hy )talhnnn\llc-.. h) ··,110.:l \\orlcr,·· <llld ':.hnd. hngadcs" This 
1e01.!!n1tio11 1.1kcs the form of spt.'1.:ial pn\-llcgcs. "Stalin pr11cs" and 
mcdab. ~1ml the ,.x:i.11 rcspcd !,!l\cn tn ouhtamhng \\'11rJ..cr;. 

\m• 'II!! lhl'SC 1111ht,111d111g wtirl..cro; arc the c:cicnt1sts and tcch-
111'-;d "''rJ..cr' indu J111g an i11i.;n:asrng 1111mhcr of manual workers 

\\ h1) .ir'"· 111.1k1n'! grc:it '"omrihutions to the uuprmcmenl of lcch· 
ni11uc, the appltcation of new imcnt1om. and new methods of 
organii;111~ produc1inn. Thcsc advances ..re g11ing on, and will in· 
cn:asin!!ly lh: ma Jc. in C\Cf) intlu<;t ~. a It hough spccia I men Lion 
<lcsen1.-.. to he 11\Jlk ,,f the prn!!rc ... , maJe in the aprltcation of 
:Jlc)llll\. cnng~ \, \'~ ,hjn..,J..) .... 11J. 

''\V.: h.l\c set ;11<1m1c cncrgv lo p..'rforni gu:Jl t.1~1..., nf '\O\.IJI 
c11n.,1ru..:l11•n \\'c \\,lnl 1c1 t'lll ah1mic cn..:rgv 111 me m lcvclltn~ 
lllOllll(,1111~ d1a111!10U th'" 1.:0llr'IC of riwr.., W:llCrllll' tJc ... crls. and 
I 1 \Ill[! II \ I rl -lllll'~ Ill I I h .. C~ \\here the foot of 111.J 11 hJs rarely 
Im.I ' II ~ () Nin ('Ill l I '1 1'1 ) 

The Problem~ of Agriculture 
/\ "Pl'tial asp1:c.:t nf th\ UllC\CO clcvclopmcnt in capil.d1st SCl\.:ICly 

,, the 1:111111 ..... 1 hctwel'n .1<l,.-1ncing lt•chniquc in indwarv and the 
rcla1hc 'lagna1inn and h.1drnarJnc"" in .1gncuhurc. Tn ovcr\.omc 
1h1., incl111.1lity. lll apply the mo,t mo<lcm method' and technique 
lll .tll hr.1m:hci; or agm.ulturc. "' one of the fundamcnt.11 lJi.ks or a 
'ouct) tltal '' hu1kltn!! "i11'"1ahs111 .md .Hlvam:ing lo ( nmmunbm. 
r his "' "" llC1.·.1usc nf th'" .. pc1.ii1I M!!nllu.:.incc of aj!n1.11llurc. as the 
m.11n !.11ur1.c or Ilk lond .111d r.I\\: 1 l.lt1.riab rcquircd h\ man. in 
prm 1 l111g the "ahuml.1111.c .. \\ hid1 j, 1he ftiun<lat1l1n of a Comm11n­
l'>l s1-.;1cl~ . But the 1111xlcmbation of a1mculturc. tn addition LO ih 
economic. purpoi;e, ha-. 1n equally '1tal ~octal purpo~c: the l ran'i· 
formauon 11f life 111 1hc country::.idc, so lbat the fam1crs and the 
,iJlagc crnnn111111L) geni.:ralJ~ can shale off the narrow. backward 
11utlool; or thc pa!-t .. and IJCC('l11C all-n1und mdiv1duab \\.llh a <;J..i ll, 
mtcllcdual di:vct.1pmcnt and <:ncial hfc and oppon unillcs fu ll) 
tt(llJI 111 thn'c •'pen 111 the mn ... t 1dvanct.:d mdu::.tnal n11nmunitic:-

lk1..111 ... c ,1f the wa~ in" h1d1 the dc,clopmcnt of thi: wun111s1dc 
hai; been rcra rcicd m c1 pi t,11 '"' .. ocit:ty, the most rc\ olu tionary ad· 
\,1nccs ~m· l'..Cntial in thc h11ilding of <;1~1alt~m and C'ommu1w;m 
alh:tnl.'.c' hoth in the :ippl1'".1111111 11r "'-'l'llt:c and 1n transform111g the 
lik .ind outhiol; of 1111: ~ iplc n[ thl! Ctllll\lry,1dc. 

l hl' !!l'll'-'ral cnnd 11 il'll" fnr ;;uch an a ll·t nund a1h ;rncc h;l\ c been 
1 
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cstablishl'<l through the fonnation of the collective farms and State 
farms, and the network of Machine Jnd Tractor Stations which 
supply the mo:.t modem fanning machinery to the surrounding 
areas. On Liu: basis of these conditions. grea t advanc~ had already 
been made before the war. But no''· with lhc perspective of the 
tram1t1on Ill Communism, new revolutionarv advances have to be 
made, which mvolve both completely new ~cicntifie achievements 
and a new. rapid nibing or the q11alit) of agricultural labour, of 
t he skill am.I 'l1entilic. J..011\\ ledge l'f the farmer;. 

1 he !-p-:!arheaJ of the advance 1' agricultural M:iencc. And the 
hanncr under which th1' adv.1ncc 1s 111.:mg made 1s lhe famous state­
ment of ~l iehunn: " \\ c mu't nnt \\all for fa\ours from aturc: 
our t.1,i.. is to \HC't them from her." So it comes about tha t the 
ne" theories ,1f M1d1urin. dc\clopcd h~ Lysenko and a host of 
other sc11.:nt1 .. ts .md f.1m1er:.. arc Lran,fonning plants and ao1mals. 
mcrca,mg )' 1dJ,, making grain and fruit grow in nonhcrn regions 
where nnthinc crew before. and hn:akmg through a ll the traditional 
limits of agn~ultural production. 

lmrncn:.I! 1rnuation sd1emes. the planting of forest shelter bells 
on an enornwui, scale. and man> other methods of controlling lhe 
natur:il cm1ronment arc not onl~ planned but rapidly coming into 
opera tion. T hu!> the death-hhl\\ ha<; hcen dealt to all the ®sgiv­
ing.., of Malth us anJ hi.; modern Ji..,cirles who argued that the 
gnmlh of populat;~n could 11111 he matched h; the growth of agri­
culturJI production. So .. ict ap1culmre is pnn1ng in practice th:n 
there 1s no limit to the adv.1ncc of inan·s power over nature. no 
hm1t t'' the output of agriculture onct: the socia l cond1tillns set men 
- and 't.:1c111.:e- frec. 

Ending the Cla!-is Differences Between 
Worker and Pea ants 

Apart fmm the economic and cicntific and human problems 
which are being sohcd 111 the pnH.ll"'al wor~ of mill1uni. of people 
111 the $0\1et c(1unl1J'i1de. there is another pruhlem that ii. peculiar 
Lo agriculture The workcrc; 1n all branches of indui.tf) o lher than 
agriculture ha\c a relation to the mcnns of production they u-.c­
the factories. min~. rail\\a\:-, ctc.-that is different from the rela­
tion between the collective 

0 

farrncn. and their means or production 
the farm hu1lding-.. mad1incry and equipment. In the ca'c of 

imlw.tr). the mcanc; of produt.:llon arc owned h) the State, by the 
people as a whole. anJ wha t is prmluced belongs to the State, 
i~ ava dablc for use b~ the people a~ ::t "h1,lc. T his is abo the case 
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with the State farms. and the workers on State farms arc ill the 
l>amc posi tion as indui.trial workers. But in the case of the collec­
tive farmi.. the meanl> of production (apart from the land) belong 
not to the Siatc but to the collective farmers of that pnnicular farm: 
what is produced belongs not to the State but to that par­
ticular group or collective farmers. (fbere is also the point that 
the collective fanners have mdi' idual plols, their own cows and 
chjd.cns and so on: bul tb1s factor 1s insigmlkam compared wnh 
the collecti1 e property.) II is this coll<'ctfre property, as distmcl 
frnm public pr(ipcrty. that males the pcasan~ stJU a separate class. 
dislinct from the worl-er~ 111 l>•X:ia li-.ed indui.tr). The :.pedal prob­
lem for the trans11iu11 w Cm111nuni~m i., h<I\\ thi~ i.eparate peasant 
clas 1s to dc\clop I.he same rdattons lo their means of production 
as lhe wor t.. cro; in S1)ciah,cd im.lustr). ~o that there will no longer 
be any different c:la'ic;cs an '\Oc1ct \. When thii. is done. the abolition 
of th~ e.xplo1tmg cla'isec;, wh1d1 ·ha-; al really been carried oul. will 
be completed hy Lhc abolition of all class differentiation. 

How then is the transformation of the collective peasantry to be 
carried out? The rulc-of-Lhumb WO) \\Ould be to Jo the same with 
the pr\1pcrly <'f thl' cnlkct1\e fanncr.. as was done with the pro­
pcny or the capi tahsl'i and landowners-take it over for the State. 
socialise ir. Then the colk<.:th·c fam1ers of to<lay would be 
workers. work111g with Statc-ownc<l means of prouuction and pro­
ducing tatc-owned products: tb.cr~ wol•ld uo longer be a peasantry. 
but one cla~ oC \\1irkcrs. 

13uC to deprive the collective fanncrs Of their propert) and pro­
duce woulu he tn treat them a'> capilalists. C'(ploiting otJ1cr people. 
whereas Lhey arc not expll'ilas. but active producers, whose rising 
production j, helping lo pr<H'1dc lhc abundance necessary for I.be 
advance to Communism. 

The solution to the prubkm is found in the very fact that the 
collective fam1-; .ire prm.lucing greater and greater abundance for 
the collecli\C fam1c11>. Jn the Ctirly period Of the building of 
)ociahsm there were two forms of agricultural collective (apa rt 
from the l..1te farms) the commune. in which lhc produce was 
cquUll) u1v1dcd among the mcmhers: and the ortcl, in which Lhc 
produce \\ilS dhidcd not equal!) but in acc'-irdancc with the work 
dune o\ ca..:h mcmlxr. tat..inl.! into account hoth the hours worked 
and the grauc of wurk. In ~IQJ4, Jt tJ1c Sevcntccolh Congress of 
the Communi"t Party or the Soviel Union. talin pointed out that 
the n1mmunc was a premature form of organisation. an<l Llint U1c 
artcl (now known simply as the collective fam1) '·properly combines 
the individual. C\Cl")day interc!>ls of the colle..:tivc farmer:. with their 
public interec;ts", forming the bridge between petty. individual 
farming and the future more socialised forms. The commune is a 
higher form of the collective farm, but "the present agricultural 
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commune anise t)n lhc ha,is llr an under-<le\.cloped techni4ue and 
a 'hortage of product._··. TherdMc 1t could not saw.r} the ncc<l5 
,,f its member,, and \\a' lh 111g out, or hcing transfom1ctl into Lhc 
artd fnrm. the collcdl\C farm whcTc the products arc d1stnbuted 
.11.:cMding tn \Hlrl.. d11nc h} t:a1.h member. He then went on to say: 

'The futmc commune) ,,jlt ari>c out or dcvclupcd and prns­
pcrou ... artcls. T he future agncultural communes ''ill an'c "hen 
the field.., ,rnJ f,1rm' of the arlcl are replete \\1th p1a111, with 
cattle. w1!h poultry, w11h \'Cgct.ihlcs .1nd all other pr111l111:e '' hl·n 
the ar tcl ... have mccl1<1nl'cd bunuric'i, mo<lern ui11111i: 1111mi-­
med1;i111,cu l'>.11..cries. ctc , when the collccllvc farmer sec' th;iL 
1t '' mMc h.> hi' aJ,;intagc to rc..:i:1vc his meal and 111111. rr.11n 
thi: c.,llc..:ti'c f.trm·, mi:at :md J .1iry department 1h.1n lo l..ccp hi' 
O\\ n cow and small liwstocl.. ''hen the wom<tn collccll\'C farmi:r 
'cc' th.it 1t 1s more tu hi:r aJ, .rntagc to talc her me.ii, in the 
dmmg morn. to get her l'>rcJJ from the public bake!). and 111 gel 
her linen washed m th..: public l.111ndf), than to dll :111 ll1c .. c thmg-. 
hcrsdl .'' (/ t·m11m11 , l'f•. 'i)<J.'i~U.) 

Jn a \\1•rd. the futurl. .1~1icultural Lommunc ~111 ,inc;c "1111 the 
basis of .111 :ihundanw uf products" And an ahund,1ncc or pro­
duct<; thrnugllOUl hnth agm.:ulturc ,Jl\J inJui.tl) IS the b:tSIS for 
( ·omm un"m for thc \\ h11lc 1,;11untrv 

I krc we :.cc tin.• :--olul1011 lo the · problem of th1.: ahoh111m n[ the 
Sl'IMr.1tc d.1" 11f \;11lkd1w pcasanh. T he tr.1n,ronuation of the life 
,,, the pct,pk h built up 1•C pr;ic1ical lhin~. and the ad1ie\.cmcnt 
of these praLll1.JI thillg\ maJ.c'i p\MiOic the ud\311CC lO a higher 
\lage of \1'1\.lety. The dirCl.'liC'll or ad\'ancc for the colh:ctiw fam1crs 
nf toda) '' to r.11"<' their productivity to ~uch an c'knt that their 
sepJratc I 1!r1111p as d1slmct from p11blicl owncr~hip of the means o( 
pro<luu111n and of the produn of their l..1bour bc1,;nmcs meaning­
less to lhcm. \~hen there 1, s11d1 ·111 abundance of products that 
n o 11nc """"· .. fo.. this 1111nl 11r }1lt1r...·

1
", the ad\ance rnn be made 

10 the 1 . .'lllllllll111e r11r111. 111 \\ fmh thC' pn1d1h .. C is CnOU!!h (ll lllCCl cvery-
1111c', needs and there I'.\ nn 11111ger .111y nccc<>'.'>ily Lo hn11t cad1 111-

d1\ 1tf11,1 rs Llll1,lllllpl 11111 (0 ,111 allllllllll ba'-CU Oil What he has COl1-
trihuted h\ his \\nrk. And lin<tlh the \Li ge \viU he readied ''hen 
thl.'re 1s '.\llCh .in ahun<l,1111.·c of all products. hoth agricu ltural and 
indu ... tnal. that e'en mcml'!er' of the 'cpamtc communes will no 
llmger h.: mtcre:...tcd 111 their separate prClduce, but \\ill contribute 
11 t(l the general p0\11 :111u lira\\ their nce<lc; from the general pool 
I IHI' the 'pcc1al rclatllln to the ir means of prodm.twn and their 
prcl\lu1:h will n\>l be "aholi ~hl•tl" hy un act uf scx.ial1>al1un. bul will 
1.'Ca'e to IHJ\ e an) 111can111g. \\ 111 "wither away''. And the 111du,1rial 
\\'Mi.er' lO<I will hl'C !heir ..,p1.:dlil; wagc-rclalioni.hip tn their work 
<ind prnduc.:h. fur the) too \\I ll dnm uccnrdmg to their needs. not 
:11:ci>rd1ng 111 the quant il) and qu.ihly or !heir worl. Pro<luccrs 
both 111 al!rn:ulturc ~md 111 1mhMry wi ll be Commu111st workers. 
prixlucers m a CClmmun"t 'o~.1CI \ 

I U 



.. 

" ' 

,l 

The Problem of Distribution 
111 cap1tal1'l society. with it-; limited total prod uction. the pnih· 

km 11f J1,tnhution of the prnduct<; to the people is a problem of 
1ind111!! mnrl..cts rather than a prohkm of how to get the g<'Oll<; to 
the people "ho want them. In the cul> pcno<l of So<.:inli'>m, when 
pro<l11L110n 1 ... :.till rclati\ cl\ limite<l, the ph) -.1cal prnhlcm of dism · 
huli<lO b ll<lt ,,, uiITTcult 111 11\Cr\.nmc. But \\hen ahundance of all 
!!ll<l<h is .111.1incd. and c'pcdall) in the ... tagc "hen there '"enough 
1t1 meet the the nccJs 11f C\ l'f') 1>11c. d h1 nh11t1011 hccnmc' i111:rca,ingl\ 
1111r<1rtant. It Ill\ nh c-. an c1wrmN1' C'(ll'n,inn nf the p11int... of cJ1,. 
tnhuti1m, <'n a '"ale 1h.1t ha ... ncn·r c-.;1,tcd before. Thcrdorc already 
nnw 1ha1 'upplico; of all l..111th arc g r 11\\111t.! tn 4uantil). large num­
ber'> of new \tate and C o·npcr.111\c ... 110ps. 1-.in,l,:c;, and other 
fnrms of 'dltnt.!·pl1inb arc being opcned And as the lrans1tinn to 
C. ommunMll pnxecJ-.. the number-.. of t.li-. tribul10n po111ts and '>er· 
\Ices mt1'1 I~ c11n,tanll) 1m.rca,1..>cl. so a' to prcl\ 1de the me me; for 
tran,m1tt111~ the abuml.111\.l' 11f pr1xl11do; to the consumer~ 

[nding the Oiflc rcnce Bel\' een 1\-tanual and l 
Mental Labour 

In lkalinc \\ilh the .:1.n111m1IL prnhknh nf the lrJn-.111011 to \ nm 
m11ni ... m. n:fcrcncc ha' alrcad) been malk to the pn111 t 1hal i111· 
prurul tt•d111ir111i: require' '.lbn the ral'lll!! nf the tcch1m:al qualih· 
l. 1ti1111.., nf the \\nrl..cr,. \\hethcr in 111du,t1) or on th'- r.mn-... In a 
full) ( omm11ni,L '-OCICI). thi• nm111~ of techni"-al quahfilat111n' "ill 
ha\e reat.hi:d -.ulh a ' laf!l' that the accl.'pled Ji\i,i11n 111 Lapi1.1h't 
'01..icty into .. ,\orl..cr-; In hi11td .md h) hn1111" will 110 lnll!!Cr C\l'I 
I hi-. ... 1.1!!c " natur.11lv 1'".1d1cd 1111lv .1ftl.'1 .1 long pro1.l.'"· in f.11.1 
l'Cg111n111!! fr11m the c.11lk,l da)" of h11ihl111µ <)c1dal1-.1 '01.11.. I) 

Bnth L l.'11111 and <itahn f11ught <1ga111-..1 th1; 1dc.1 .,f "cq11ah,.11i1111" 
Ill Wa!!L' rngd' had \\flllCll ( f11ti-n11/1ttllt: p. l~J)" . .. the re.ii 
1..11ntC1tl nf Lill.: proldarran tkrnaml for ~quallly IS the demand for 
1 he a/iolitio11 11/ clas.1·e~ ny dcmanJ for equality which g11e-. 
hc)Ontl th<ll. ti f nccco;.,1ty pa<><:cs into ah-.urdit)' •· In the huikhn!! 
nf ~1.1h-..m m the 5<" 1cl l mon. d11Tcrcn11al rates fnr different 
graJec: of lahnur ha\C sencd ~"a k\cr for lifting the qu,1lilkation' 
nf a ll worl-cr' to h1elll:r k\cb Th\! financial i11ducc111c11t ha' hcen 
al"comp;.rnied by socia l re\\ards and prrvikges. as \\ii\ pointed 011L 
above. Thu'> there is a ~lead) trend to the impro ' emcnt nf qua Ii Ii· 
cation': hut 1hi.; alth1111!!h :i h.:!!mning. "only the fir,I '-lep ll"' ard., 
c11mplctd) O\Cr1.11m111g. " the antithc"' between llll.'1tlal and ph}­
'-k:tl lall<1ur" which Ma" h:itl <:h11\\ n a-. e•.--1:ntial f11r th\. ::i ll -round 
devcloprnc111 of indi' 1tlual~ ma C'omm11111<;1 "nc1c1' 
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Throughout the Wh\lk of human history the division or labour 
has pla~et.1 a \1tal part 111 1m:rcasing man·s pllwer to produce. k. 
Marx pomted nu t, th1'> division \1( labour "sc11cs upon. not only the 
cconomk. hut C\'el) otht•r sph1.:rc of '>OC1ety". It is a'sociated wuh 
the de' dopmcnt l)f da'' and \.:ihtc di\ i.,ions \\lthin society that lead 
on to detailed spcc1al1,ati<>n 11f a kind that cramps bo<ly and mind. 
fhcs 111ui\iJuab in n.tm'w 'phcrc .... am! "cparatcs out at the bottom 
what f\ larx. l.Jllcd "a das-. of "o-c.1lkJ unsl..1llcJ lah<)Urers ... 

What arc the com.ltti<.111.s fur \l\cn:oming tlus narrow spednlisa­
uon which. although lw .. torkc.111} n~cc,-.ary f1,r the Jc,dopment of 
man\ pro<lucuve [J<mcr-;. has reache<l a <,tage unJcr capitalism 
Whl'll ll ll> a h,1rncr t11 the dcvch)pmcnt of people as human beings? 

Fir,t. the ahuhtinn of an cxplu1Ling d,1,, .• mJ tbe establishment 
of cquaJ oppnrtuni11c' for all. 'o that thcrc arc no jnhs reserved for 
a llmall 'cct1on of the pt)pul:111on. and no cla's comlcmned by binh 
to he the hewcr' of '' ood and drawer'\ \1f \\ ater. 1 his condillon 
has ~en full} .11.:hie\ed in tbc so .. ict L mon. '\long Wllh thb g<>C!. 
the hn:al.mg dmvn of thi.: \..1!>te tli\ i ... 1nns m the modern sense- the 
"'miudlc cla,s" claim le) fill the pn1fc!.~ions and the admim•.trallve 
JOOS 111 general The l/i.\fury c1/ 1/zc Cm111111111i.\f Part.' a/ the Sm•iet 
t ·nitm t p. 3+tl recnnl'i that already by 1936 1hc intelligentsin was 
c11llrclv new; " the majority of its mcmhcrs came from the ranl.s of 
the worl.crs and pca"-11ll'i ... 

nut the removal of dass and caste tlarricr:. wa ... only the liri.t step. 
The pll\ltl\'e achanLe in the :ill-round ck\.elt1prncn t ur imli-.iduals 
required grc.ll lh.m!!l'' 111 Lhc tc1.hniquc of prodm.1ion the 
mcchani,auon 1lf all ba-.1L pr11\.C'-\Cs. both to eliin111jlC the need for 
"a chi" of -.1H.:ullcJ un-.k11led lulmurcr'i··. and to require con,tantly 
higher l1ual11il.:at1cm' from the worl.Lrc;. Cnn,idemhlc advances 
lt.1\.e hccn made in tlm dm:Ll1un. the mo"t nnteworth~ heing those 
in agnLulturc. which had been th~ most backward section But 
these advances arc being m.1dc in every :..cct1on of 1mlustry. For 
c~amplc. the c;._l)lli'>h \1im:rs' Ddega110n whllh \is1tL'll the Donbas 
pit' m the summer of 1949 n:purted "thal they arc the most highly 
mechanised cnlhcrie'i we have e\er seen and that the type of 
mcchamsat1on in USC hac; taken the bard worl. oul o r mining. Even 
in the Mccp workmgc;, the drnwmg 0f trucks b) young miners and 
lhe use of the hand pit.:!.. at the face ha\'e been eliminated. All 
ra~cmen work with pncnmatie picks. and the coaJ j.., filled direct 
inh\ l\\O-ton trucks \\hich arc pulled away with electric moto rs". 
Two building \\orkcr~ on the Ma:. l950 dckgati0n to the Soviet 
Uni<-111. Patrick Oc\ ,1nn~ and Jame-; Stark. recorded a 'i"lt to a 
hu1ltl111g <;He in M o-.1.\)W: "One of the first things we nnticcd was 
the unloading nf hrid.~ in cc,n lainc r-; from the lorries straight on 
to the o;calTnld \\here they were required . The ccmcnt is mixed 
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i1v.11.k the buiklinf! . . I he prop<l1 t1011s or sanc.J anc.J cement are 
mcJ,urcd out JUll"lmaticall~ b~ means of \'arious lc\crs operated 
h~ rn1e pcr,on. on U1i., part1cular 'iitc by a girl of twenty-two. \\ h0 
<1pcra1cd Jlt thc rnachincr) from the mixer platform". This example 
serve-; al;;o 10 hring out the point tltJl women not onl~ ha\'c Cl(ual 
pu~ \\ 1th men. hut a l.,o ct1ual opportunil1c' in all 'phcrc:.. 

:\kmg. wilh tlu: mcchan1snt1011 and the h1gl11.r l~JlC' of labour re­
quired goc!> also !he trai11111g. of the worl..ers not only 111 1:a rry out 
the t>pcnttion'. but ti1 untkn.tand them from a sc1Lnl1hl' point of 
VtC\\", to unda,1.1nd thc 11rga111\.tt1on 11f th1; facti1f) and the rndus­
ll). unc.J the rd.1111,n ol tlwtr worl.. to the ncec.Js or MX'.ic ty. At the 
I 93'i ( oufcrcnce of <ital..h.11111\ tic,, St.11111 .,,ml: 

.. In realll\ the cl11nmauon 11i the di,lmdtl1n hl:l\\\!.:n 011.:111 •• I 
lahour jJ1J inanu.11 l,1bm1r c.111 be l'iroughl jb1H1t onl} b} r;mmg 
the cultural and tcchnic;1l level or the working cla's 10 th.: kvcl 
of cn~mcer<: :Intl tc.-111111.al \\llrl...:r~" Cl t•11i11i1111, p '>.rn.1 

In the 'iphcrc of ai,:nu1lturc, Lc1lb:l1n. famung. 111cchan1,atwn 
and tllOdCnl llll'lhnd-. hJ\L alrc.1d~ J1)0C il\\a) \\l(h 111:111) (1( the 
hard 1111d •·u11.,J.ilkd" l.1rm111g j11h\. and C\CI) rnlb:ti\c fanncr is 
i11crca.,1ngl} hc1.:t11111n~ .11,11 an .1gn1.ultur.tl \Llenti'l In A Pt up/e'.'i 
...f caclom· (11:1111ad1 f ''" tdl, 11f ht\t l'\(l\!rtlllcnh \\ ith millet. 
1.-ameJ out 11' ten~ of lhnusanJ, of n1llcLll\'C farmers tlll over 
500.000 acre!) -or lt1nc.J. All over the Soviet U11ion the colh.:ctivc 
farmcf\ arc rcac.Jing. c\p~nmcntllll!, \\nrl..111~ uut new method-.. 
stuJ)ing the rc,t\\>n' f11r and the \\,1) of c.tn)ing out the \~l agri­
cultural progra111111cs. I he~ arc 1ntlccd "J new t}pc of pcn!)<tntry", 
in all tbcir work u-.ing both h:inJ anJ hrain. 

The procc'~ "1f u\cr"·111111ng the c.J1~tinctmn hetwccn manual anJ 
mcnt.11 labour i:. al.,o hclpcJ fnn,ard h) the extcm and character 
of c<lucati1111 in the o;;(1\1ct l nion. The w mhination of theory and 
pmwce was a pnm 1pk \\ l'td1 !!11verncc.J the \\orl. in the schoob 
from the earl\ pcrinJ. and \\Ith the C\tcn,hlll uf fac1ht1cs and gnm­
ing c'pcncni.:c 11 j, more and more apphcJ And \\hat above all 
j., prm 1dec.I. in 1.:ontra~t w11h capitalist ~oc1cl~. 1s a i:rcat increase 111 

the fa1:1ht1~ fur lug.her education. Greal progre~., ba' alrcad) been 
made w11h tlw. there arc nnw 1.140.000 studcnh attached to 
higher cJucat1ona l 111'111111111n., 111 the So\'lcl l 1ni\.lll anJ there will 
he no limit to this JU\ancc. 

rllU '> thc c1111d11i\lll' .ire al read) 111 cxl\lcncc for <" acom111g the 
di,tmctuln lx-twccn manual and mental labour· through the 
orga111~ati\ll1 of ... 0~1ct) ito.clf. aholi~hing cla..,., and "a .. tc d1v1:.ions: 
lhmugh the mcd1an1~ath\Jl tif proJuc.tioo. requiring. ht!!hcr form., of 
lahour: through the trum1ng tlf \\Ml.er' \\tlh a $1.1cntllk l..nO\\lcdge 
\.lf tht.•1r jobs anc.J of tlw1r snc1:1 I purpP,e. :tnd throu!!h the cduca t1 011 
Of the future \H>rker... 
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Changing Man Himself 
ALI Lhc'>c ccouonnc anu social changes, in cbc mrnsil1on from 

caµilufo.rn to Sodali~m ;rnd on to C"ommun1sm, arc inseparable from 
tl11· pnx.~ss d changing man himsd(-changing lhe outlook of 
men an<.l wo1111:n from the gr.1sping, individuult::.l outlot)k genera ted 
111 wp11.1ll::.l MlCtcly into .i rcall) social oullook; changing their 
au1tutlc co wori..., so th:ll labour becomes "not merely a means lo 
lt\C, hut it:-.clf tltc pnmary ncces.;1ty Of life"': developing them a'> 
.ill-rountl tndt\ tdual-., ph~!>icuJI~ and mencally. w1tb confidence m 
theml.t:hc::. and io the ::.0t:1cty 1.1( which they arc part. Tn a word. 
the rum 1::. Lo O\crcomc lhc ::.univab of capital~m (.rnd of .111 clai.!>­
di\ idcu \Oc1ct~ > in the m1ml of man, and 1t1 <.lc\·clnp a ne"' l) pc of 
man on till' h.11..kgrouml of the da .. .,lc~s. C11mmu111st sm:il' t). 

I he d1anJ:.!1.. 111 the 11t:1tl·11.il f1,u1lllat11111'\ <'f ::,oc1ct) the change 
from cap1lalt.;111 lo ~l1':1alf.;111 cr1.:atl"" the cmnhuon::, 111 wl11ch lhis 
ne\\ l~ pc of 111.tn n111 Je\clt1p. H11L it due~ not a 11tomat1call) 1rnns­
form man rite 1.IWn!-!c in 111a11 him::.clf is c~cntiall) the outcome 
,,fan ukologt1..<tl ~trug~ lc a u111' .. iou-, '"nalllc of i<.lea:,··. a:. ol re~u l L 
11f which the '"n 1\,11'. 11f l.1p11alt-,111 111 th\.• n1111d of mall arc dn\'cn 
ou1 anJ rcpla1..:cd h) 1hc Ill.'\\ 1Je.1s anJ 11uth,u!... 11f Cnn11uun1i.m. 
Al the ::.unw t1111c. tin' '"hattlc uf idea,·· 1s not somcthmg apart from 
the economic 1...han1,;c:.. J he ci.:tlfllllll11... Lhangcs crcnlc fertile ground 
for the new iJl.'as. and the new idea::. prepare the \\ ·') for further 
ccunonu" change:.. 

Jn Dialcctirnl a11,/ II istarical Mataiali.\m Staltn \Hole: 
"1 hl.'rc .ire (•hJ ideas and thcon"~ \\h11.:h have lllllll\cJ theLr 

da} and which serve the 11111:rcsts uf the monhund forces uf 
socact). Thc11 '>ignafic;i nee lac'> in the foci 111.1 t the> h;impcr the 
dcvek1pmen1. lhc progrci.s of soc1cl~. Then there arc new and 
auvanc.:cd 1Jcas and theories which serve the interests of the 
a,h ;inced force:. 11f society. Their significance lie<; in the facl 
lhat the> faciltwtc lhe development. the progrcsi; ui soc1c1~ .. . 
ll 1s i111p111·1·ih/,• lu earn out the urgent t;l<,I..., uf Jcvl.'lopmcnt ,)f 
the 01alcrial ltfo Of :.OCh!(} \\lthOUl lhc1r llrguni:o.tng. mob1lt~mg 
and rran,form1 ng action." 1 u11i111sm. pp. 602-3 ) 

In the pcrio<l \\hcu the hu1ld111g of ucialts111 1s nearing com­
plcllnn and the tmn:.ition to C.ommun1:.m 1::. beginning. tbe "new 
and auva11cc<l idea~" bl!w1111! nf nccptional significance for tbc 
further lhangc-~ in \Octal orgaaui.ation and an mnn himself. Anu 
Lhc} mu .. t he apphed 111 e\l!ry -,pherc of social hfc. nol onl) in direct 
prm.luction and science. hut an ph1l11sophy, art. l1tcr .. nurc. and all 
cu ltural cxprc:.~ion. hc1.:uu~c the ideas 111 lhcsc fields also can eiLhcr 
rctarJ the progrci.i. of :.ockt) or help 1t fornard. 

I his,.., \\hy. in C\c~ field. ihcrc b a new C.:\aminntion of accepted 
idea.,, a struggk· again .. t those '' lm:h J1ri!ell} tir mdircctly reflect 
thi: outlotik uf .. thi.' nt11r1b1111u forccc; or ~ocicty" and to establish 
Ill'\\ appronchc-. bascu on 1hc outlt)1t!... of <.ltalcctical matcrtaltsrn. 
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In agriculluml science, ror example. this means a slrngglc against 
all rcstricuvc ideas which arc ultimately based on the fact that 
capi tal1~m does not need abundance but fears it; a stnigglc for Lhe 
ideas thal hdp 11m11h:i.s c\pans1on. which· Communism needs. Our 
of this struggle come both new :-c.:1c11t1lic di.scuvcncs and a new out· 
look in man himsl'lf-cunliucncc 111 bt~ ability to master nature. 

In the sphcn: of the arts. it meam, a stniggle agaim.t all ideas thnt 
cnc11uragc a sense of dcgradat1on. pcssinusm. or isolatiun Crom 
..,<1c1cl). :mu a strug,gh.: ror Socia/fat rea/i\m, expressing 111 arti<;t1c 
rvrms thl.! nob1l1l) l'f 111.111. l11c; powa to tran:-.fonn nature and 
soc1c1y. lllS work for social ad' ancc and his acbtc\cmcnts. 

These pos1 ll\'c ideas. bntli an science and U1c arU;, not only 
influence mcn·s ac.:11nn 111 the ccon\>lllic and soi:aal :-pbcre, but help 
lhc Lrnnsfonnution of nwn hi1m.dr. <lc\eluping men and \\Omen 
v.ith the ne\\ w<1rJJ nutl110!- 11f t ·11111111uni,111, lil member~ nf a Com· 
muni~t st11;ict). 

The Period of Transition to Commun ism 
There as nn 'harp J1\ 1d111g line between Sodalt'm :rnJ Com· 

m11n1sm. But in S\' lar a<; t1fl1111tln11c·c: of null:nal goO\ls 1s an 
c''cnl1.1l cnmhuon fnr (.'n11111111n1 ... 111. the rnuicat1011s arc Lhat lhis 

\\ iU he rcad1cd Ill l\\11 11r three more rive. Year Plans. But abun<l· 
am:c \\ill not be hriiu~hl ahnut l>imuh:incousl) for ull the foods and 
0U1er arti1..h:s that men 1tt.-cd . Ahumlant..>e, anti therefore tJ1c free 
tlistrihuuon ··.H:c\11 d111g lo 111:cd", will u11Joub1cdly l>c brought about 
for one llcm ,1f1cr .rnotha. J\lrcadv the social services, which arc 
cs1ima1cd lo add 'onwlhing ltkc hair as much agam lo wages a11d 
sah.1ri'-'S \\1tho\lt a1n con1nhution from the workers, are distnbuted 
.. u.:c,11Jlllg 10 need". and are !'.'\tending in scope )cttr h) )Car. 

But ,1bundancc j, tlll l) tlw anal.:rial b:u-is. The overcoming or the 
d1-;tinction l'letwccn mental and manual lahour, the sense or social 
n.~spon-.ibiht) that maJ-c, \\\Irking for society "the primal) necessity 
of life ... the all-rnund dcvclopmrnt of the iud1\ 1dual - thcsc con-
1.htions for a full} C'ommun1 ... 1 society arc not created hy any sudden 
all. hut only 111 the procci.s of developing the outlook of people 
tol!.ether with tbc mulaial basis. 

One thing: 1" ccr1;1111 · lh.1t g1\l.!ll peace and fricndl) relations with 
other countries the advance Lf1 Communism will be S\\.ift. Thal 
i'i \\ h~ the \\hole ~O\ 1ct people so earnestly desire peace. 

Working-Class Power and the 
Communist Party 

~t.1lin hao; '>hnwn that the Ru<.-;ian worl-ers \\Crc only able lo wkc 
p1•wcr. and to ovcrc0mc C\el)' ubstadc on the road Lo Socialism. 
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thanks to tbc lca<lcrship of tbe Communist Pany an<l its mastery 
of Mar\ism- Lcnuusm. Lcnin's c.:arT}ing forward of Mar<ism, and 
cspecia ll) hi:. (.k\l.!lopmcnt of the thcol) and pracuce or the dicta tor­
'hip of Lile pruh!tariat a1\J the .1 llianc.:e \\ tlh the peasantry. estab­
hshl!J the contht1tlns for the building of Socialism talm has not 
only earned fornar<l L cn111\ \\11rl, as a g.ri...-at lcatJcr and organiser 
111 pcal:e and war, but ha<> 111.,pircJ Lhc Cnmrnunbl Party of the 
S,1\ iel l llll'll and the \\ l111lc ~l\ ICt ('lCOplc Ill tho-..c adlh!\ ClllClllS in 
C\ Cl) sphi:rc "hi .. h hn\ i.. brought C nm111111w .. m \\ 1th111 -.ighl. 

The dream of man) ucrwrJ tions nf Sm:iali ... t workers has now 
bcc11mc rcahl). 11~11111g up ... 1111 \\itlcr pcrspci...U\CS for manJ..an<l. 
The ad11c\c1111..nh 11f the ~ll\1t:t pc11plc arc not onl) for themselves, 
bm fnr the w111!-111g pcopk 111 t'\CI) part tlf the w11rl<l. as we ca n 
l>CC llxl~•) m thi... Pc11p1c·, Dc11101:r.1uc ... anJ 111 l\c\\ China. 

T 11 undcr..lan I thi...~c ad11c\c111cms allll the glorious future thJt is 
lhl\\' \\llhlll rcadt f11r the ~ll\ICt p1.:opli.: I' abn to SCC the gnal for 
our.chc'. for lht! \\11rli11g 1x·opk• (lf Bnt.11n . I Im' that goal con­
lrasL' w11h the nw.cmhk tra\c-..1~ tif S11t."i.tlisrn pri::.cnlcd h} tbc 
right-\\ 1ng Lu hour anJ l rntlc l 1111111 leader, ;mJ the Labour 
G(l\CrlllllClll! 

Thl· amazing Jc,dnpmcnt of the f11rmcrly bacl\\::1rd Ts:1rist 
Ru-.sia and ih 'UhJCll J1.:t1[lk:. in the shnn space or thin~ -three 
years- in spate of dc\;~-.tatmg \\Ms and the war prcparotiuns made 
nece~a~ b)· a hu,ule -..urrnundmg impcnalbt W\1rlJ-is the answer 
111 hfc to the d.-..111,tl cmalmg:., of lht! nght-wing Labour leader.. and 
the \.ic111us :.landc~ of all cn1.:m1cs of progress. As 11.irry Pollitt 
hall said: 

·One Of the grc JlC~I CflnlC'> thlt the L°1ho11r lcaJcl'\ have Cllffi· 
m11tcJ is Ill alll!lllpt Ill dc,lm\ anwn~ l.irgc ~ci.:twn-. \lf the worl..­
ing clJ"'> their hith 111 the '>uv1ct Ln1nn .ind to \uc1ah-.m." CT/1r 
I ii:/rt for /•..,,, •' 011 I 11 11rJ..111 C/m· ( 1 II\ p S I 
\\I ll conclude with \t.tlan \ dnsm!! \\ords 111 his rcpon to the 

l· 1ghtcc11th Congrc" of the C P ~ l .!lll in J\larch 1939. 
•'1 he chier endc:H our of the houTJ!cOi.,ic of all couolrie' and o f 

ilo; refom1i!.t han~cr.-on i., lo I.ill the u ori.inJ! class faith in its 
011 n '> lrcn~th, faith in the fHl"'- ihilit) nod inc' it:1hly of it-.. vietory. 
a ncl 11111~ Ill 11erpelua tc capitalbt l>hl\ cl') • .. It must be cooI~ .. ed 
I hat Hae houfJ!eoi..ie and ib :u~en l'> among the \\ Ori. int! class ha 1 e 
fo "'me c'fent \ \ICCC('(lt.'CJ in poi<;OWDt! lhe mind'> Of the \\Orkin j! 
chL"<, \\ iU1 lhc ' COCllll of douht and M:cptici.sm . If the SUCCe!t'iCS 

of lhe n o rkinl! clas ... or our coun~ , if it!> fi1:ht and 1 iclolj' sen •c 
lo ro11.;e the <,piril of the 11 orl..inl! cla<,.<; to the cnpit:ili.,t countries 
and fo 'ilren J! lhcn it., foillt in iL' cmn po,1cr nnd in ii~ 'idolj. then 
our Party ma) sa ) that it~ \\Ork ha<. nol been in 1nin. And lhcrc 
need he no 1l1111ht 1ha1 1bi., 1\ ill be the t"a..e .. I/ n•1111M11. p. 667) 

I t1 111i11 J/r, ( ''"'""''"'' 1•,1rl ,,,,,/ , '" t ;,, 1!1t• 11 •/1/ Jut \1 '"''"" 
,, c,rt•111 //,,,..,,, • 'I', II· A.1 \1rr1•1. I 111rln11 II ( ! 
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