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A Brief History of the Constitutions of the USSR in the
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Let's make a reservation right away that we are talking about the Constitutions of the

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics.

The Union was formed on the basis of the Declaration on the Formation of the USSR and

the Union Treaty, which on December 30, 1922, at the I Congress of Soviets, were signed

by representatives of the RSFSR, Ukrainian SSR, Byelorussian SSR and the

Transcaucasian Soviet Federative Socialist Republic consisting of Georgia, Armenia,

Azerbaijan . Each of the republics already had its own constitution, but it was decided to

develop the Constitution of the USSR. A little over a year later, on January 31, 1924, the

Constitution was unanimously adopted by the Second Congress of Soviets.

The Supreme body of the USSR was declared the Congress of Soviets of the USSR , in

the period between congresses, the Central Executive Committee (CEC) of the

USSR was the supreme body of power . In the intervals between sessions of the Central

Executive Committee of the USSR, the Presidium of the Central Executive Committee

of the USSR was the supreme legislative body , which could suspend the decisions of the

congresses of the councils of the union republics and cancel the decisions of the Council of

People's Commissars of the USSR, the People's Commissars of the USSR, the Central

Executive Committee and the Council of People's Commissars of the union republics. The

Central Executive Committee of the USSR formed the highest executive and

administrative body - the Council of People's Commissars of the USSR , which

included the chairman of the Council of People's Commissars, his deputies and ten

people's commissars. Read more about the history of the creation of the coat of arms of

the RSFSR and the USSR, read and see in the filmstrip Coats of arms of your

country/ Muravyov V .; Artist. Gushchin B., Rubtsov R. - Moscow: Filmstrip, 1980 .-- 1

df. (39 cd.).
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The first coat of arms of the USSR (Coats of arms of your country / Muravyov V .; Artist

Gushchin B., Rubtsov R. - Moscow: Filmstrip, 1980. - 1 df. (39 kd.))

© National Electronic Children's Library

Pages of heroic history. Part 2: With the people and for the people / by A. Ya.

Karlov; consultants D. V. Aizikov et al. - Moscow: Filmstrip, 1965. - 2 df. (52 cd; 52

cd.) These pages mention both the first Constitution of the RSFSR and the second

Constitution of the USSR.
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Pages of heroic history. Part 2: With the people and for the people / by A. Ya. Karlov;

consultants D.V. Aizikov et al. - Moscow: Filmstrip, 1965. - 2 df. (52 cd; 52 cd.)
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The second Constitution of the USSR was adopted on December 5, 1936 by the VIII

All-Union Extraordinary Congress of Soviets. This constitution is often called "Stalinist".

The reason for its emergence is that the Soviet state became a country of victorious

socialism, which was announced in 1934 at the 17th Congress of the CPSU (b).

Resolution of the VIII Extraordinary Congress of Soviets on the report of Comrade I.S.

STALIN on the draft Constitution of the USSR

(ADOPTED UNANIMOUSLY)

After hearing and discussing the report of the Chairman of the Constitutional Commission

of the Central Executive Committee of the USSR, Comrade Stalin I.V. on the draft

Constitution of the USSR, the Extraordinary VIII Congress of Soviets of the USSR

decides:

1. The draft Constitution of the USSR, submitted by the Constitutional Commission of the

Central Executive Committee of the USSR, shall be approved and taken as a basis.

2. To consider the amendments and additions made and to establish the final text of the

Constitution of the USSR, to form an Editorial Commission of 220 people.

3. To instruct the Drafting Commission to submit the final text of the Constitution for

consideration by the Congress within three days, taking into account both the results of

the nationwide discussion of the draft Constitution and the discussion at the Congress

itself.
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Pionerskaya Pravda, №163, December 04, 1936
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Pionerskaya Pravda, No. 164, December 6, 1936
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For the first time in the history of the Soviet state, the 1936 Constitution granted all

citizens universal, equal and direct suffrage by secret ballot; the right to work and rest,

pensions, the right to free education. Freedom of conscience, speech, press, assembly and

rallies, as well as personal inviolability and privacy of correspondence were proclaimed.

The land, its bowels, waters, forests, factories, factories, mines, mines, railway, water,

land and air transport, banks, communications were declared a national property; the

land occupied by collective farms was transferred to them for perpetual use. Article 12

consolidated the famous formulation of the principle of socialism: "from each

according to his ability, to each according to his work."

Yesterday, December 5, at the historic meeting of the VIII Extraordinary Congress of

Soviets, the Stalinist Constitution of the USSR was approved - the fundamental and

inviolable law of the world's first socialist state of workers and peasants

The day of the adoption of the Constitution, December 5 , was declared a national

holiday, which was celebrated until 1977.
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Murzilka, 1977, No. 10
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Murzilka 1977 10 1
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The third and last Constitution of the USSR was adopted by the Supreme Soviet of the

USSR on October 7, 1977 at the extraordinary seventh session of the Supreme Soviet of

the USSR of the ninth convocation. Constitution day was postponed to October 7.

Forty years have passed since the 1936 Constitution of the USSR was adopted. Our

country has changed beyond recognition. A mature, developed socialist society has been

created in it. The state became national. The whole world has changed unrecognizably —

the world socialist system has been formed, a community of socialist countries has taken

shape. The authority of the party, of the Soviet communists - the nucleus of the entire

political system of our society - has risen even higher.

Conquered by struggle and labor (Koster, 1977, no. 10)

It is about this version of the law that the filmstrip On the Rights and Duties of

Soviet Citizens / author V. Berman tells ; consultant Y. Sokolov. - Moscow: Filmstrip,

1984 .-- 1 df. (46 cd.)
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On the rights and obligations of Soviet citizens / author V. Berman; consultant Y.

Sokolov.- Moscow: Filmstrip, 1984.- 1 df. (46 cd.)

© National Electronic Children's Library

Everything was just perfect and perfectly simple, but it didn't work.

All of us, citizens of the world's first socialist state, have equal rights, freedoms and

responsibilities. And the rule of our life is everyone's concern for the good of everyone and

everyone's concern for the good of everyone.
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On the rights and obligations of Soviet citizens / author V. Berman; consultant Y.

Sokolov.- Moscow: Filmstrip, 1984.- 1 df. (46 cd.)
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Now this filmstrip looks like a fairy tale, however, it is not surprising, because it was

intended to be used in the classroom when studying the topic "Soviet people are building

communism."

Many amendments were made to the 1977 Constitution, tk. had to urgently reflect the

political changes taking place in the country. On March 14, 1990, the most ambitious

amendments were made to the Constitution, according to which the one-party system and

the leading role of the CPSU were abolished, the post of President of the USSR was

established, and the institution of private property was introduced (“the property of

Soviet citizens”).

On December 25, 1993, at a popular vote, the draft Constitution of the Russian Federation

was adopted, which did not contain any mention of the Constitution and laws of the

USSR.

Since then, we have been living according to the Constitution of the Russian Federation.

And whether there will be any changes, we will find out very soon. Well, if anyone doubts.
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The right to rest! On the rights and obligations of Soviet citizens / author V. Berman;

consultant Y. Sokolov.- Moscow: Filmstrip, 1984.- 1 df. (46 cd.)
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The right to rest! On the rights and obligations of Soviet citizens / author V. Berman;

consultant Y. Sokolov.- Moscow: Filmstrip, 1984.- 1 df. (46 cd.)
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The state makes sure that the rest of the Soviet people was full and joyful.

Have a rest!

Read earlier in this story: On the bayonet: Antifascist satire in

"Pionerskaya Pravda"

Read the development of the plot: Captain Vrungel: Travels and Tales in the

Children's Library Archives
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