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... The theoretical works of Comrade Stalin and the practical revolutionary-creative struggle for 
communism led by him has had a powerful transforming influence on science. Already the 
foundation of Marxism itself was a great revolution in science, and in our epoch the teachings of 
Marx and Engels, raised by Lenin and Stalin to a new, higher level, have become the scientific basis 
for the transformation of social relations, technology and nature itself. 

Joseph Vissarionovich Stalin -- the continuator of the immortal work of Marx and Engels, the friend 
and companion-in-arms of Vladimir Ilyich Lenin and continuator of his works of genius -- is the 
greatest thinker of our modern epoch, a treasure of Marxist-Leninist science. He has enriched and 
developed materialist dialectics -- a powerful means for the scientific understanding of social 
sciences, he has greatly and fruitfully influenced the development of natural sciences. 

The Academy of Science of the USSR marked the occasion of the 70th anniversary of the birth of 
Comrade Stalin with a large series of sessions of its General Council and all its sections and 
scientific councils of numerous institutes. In a number of lectures, in an atmosphere of general 
enthusiasm, the great contributions of Comrade Stalin to the development and continuation of 
Marxism-Leninism and the creation of a new Soviet science and technology were summarized. 

On December 26, 1949, representatives of historical and philosophical disciplines filled the 
conference hall of the Section of History and Philosophy, the hall in which 20 years ago Comrade 
Stalin gave a magnificent talk to the conference of Marxist agricultural workers that enriched the 
treasure of Marxism-Leninism. The sessions held were part of the sessions of the Academy of 
Sciences devoted to the seventieth anniversary of the birthday of the beloved leader. 

Eminent Soviet scientists take their places at the presidium. 

For the talk on the topic "J.V. Stalin -- of Marxist-Leninist Science" the podium is given to 
Academician M.B. Mitin. 

J.V. Stalin, loyal follower of Lenin, continuator of his cause, made an invaluable contribution to the 
development of Leninism -- the speaker says. During an earlier period of the political activity of 
Comrade Stalin, at the time of his stay in the Caucasus, he already showed himself to be the most 
stalwart and consistent follower of Lenin. Already during these years, the speaker emphasized, 
Comrade Stalin created a number of original works of Marxist-Leninist theory, that represented by 
themselves a serious contribution to Leninism. In the Leninist spirit he approached questions of 
ideology, tactics, organization, the theoretical and practical training of the Bolshevik party. 

The significance of the theoretical works of J.V. Stalin is great. He generalized all the ideological 
inheritance of V.I. Lenin, gave the theoretical substantiation of Leninism. Comrade Stalin gave the 
classical definition of Leninism: "Leninism -- he wrote -- is Marxism of the era of imperialism and 
the proletarian revolution. To be more exact, Leninism is the theory and tactics of the proletarian 
revolution in general, the theory and tactics of the dictatorship of the proletariat in particular" (J.V. 
Stalin Problems of Leninism, Foreign Languages Press, Peking 1976, p. 3 [The Foundations of 
Leninism].) 

In this definition Comrade Stalin emphasizes the continuous unity, integrity and progression of the 
teachings of Marks and Lenin. He pointed that the basis of Leninism is Marxism, that without 
understanding and beginning from Marxism there is no way to understand Leninism. In this way, 
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Comrade Stalin drew attention to what is new that is connected with the name of Lenin, what Lenin 
contributed to the development of Marxist theory on the basis of the generalization of the new 
experience in the class struggle of the proletariat in the epoch of imperialism and proletarian 
revolution. 

Comrade Stalin always emphasizes that the theoretical basis of Leninism is Marxism. It is known 
that relatively recently there was an attempt in our philosophical literature to "complete" this 
statement of J.V. Stalin with the consideration that, along with Marxism, Leninism is based on the 
Russian classical revolutionary-democratic philosophy of the 19th century. 

No doubt the significance of the classical philosophical thinking of the19th century is great as the 
most advanced and most revolutionary thinking of the pre-Marxist period. However, it is completely 
wrong to consider Russian classical philosophy as the theoretical basis of Leninism along with 
Marxism. Leninism, as pointed out repeatedly by Comrade Stalin, has one theoretical basis, and this 
basis is Marxism. 

The work of Comrade Stalin The Foundations of Leninism written in 1924, right after the death of 
Lenin -- is an outstanding creative development of Marxist-Leninist science. A powerful force of 
theoretical generalization, of deep knowledge of history, runs through this whole work, there is the 
complete recognition of the treasure of ideas of Lenin -- all this characterized the role of V.I. Lenin 
as the creator of Leninism, as the continuator of Marxism for a new historic era. The work of 
Comrade Stalin The Foundations of Leninism and a number of other works of J.V. Stalin (The 
October Revolution and the Tactics of the Russian Communists, Concerning Questions of Leninism, 
The Results of the Work the XIV Conference of the R.C.P.(B.), Questions and Answers and others) as 
a whole formed a united work on the question of Leninism. 

Comrade Stalin showed the international significance of Leninism. He exposed sharply and straight-
forwardly the attempts to distort Leninism, that attempted to restrict Leninism to the peculiar 
situation of Russia, that attempted to turn Leninism into a "purely Russian" phenomenon. 

Comrade Stalin showed that the main thing in Leninism consists of the teachings on the dictatorship 
of the proletariat, that all other constituent parts of Leninism: the peasant question, the national 
question, the teachings on strategy and tactics... should be approached as a consequence of this main 
essence to which they are organically linked. In this way, Comrade Stalin emphasized the truly 
militant, revolutionary character of Leninism, which fights for the liquidation of capitalism and the 
establishment of the dictatorship of the proletariat, the construction of a new society. 

Comrade Stalin shows with a tremendous convincing force that Marxist theory is the guide to action, 
that thanks to Lenin the Bolshevik party possessed a great weapon, with which it could seize the 
most inaccessible fortress. 

Lenin died in 1924. All the burdens due to the solution of the historical task of the construction of 
socialism in our country was carried out by Comrade Stalin. Under his leadership a gigantic 
transformation was accomplished that had no precedent in history and that radically changed the face 
of the country. 

The epoch of Stalin is the epoch of the victory of socialism in one-sixth of the earth and the step-by-
step transition from socialism to communism in the USSR. The international-historical significance 
of this victory is invaluable. The USSR was the first to pave the way towards socialism. The 
inexhaustible experience of the construction of socialism in the USSR is an example for all 
countries, for all fraternal communist parties. 

Comrade Stalin creatively developed Leninism for this new epoch, showed the laws of this epoch, 
gave an answer to most complicated questions posed by revolutionary practice. Comrade Stalin 
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enriched Marxist-Leninist theory with new statements and new directives corresponding to the new 
experience in the class struggle of the working class in the USSR and the whole world. What J.V. 
Stalin contributed to Marxist teachings is a new, higher stage in the development of Leninism. J.V. 
Stalin is a theorist of victorious socialism, the founder of the scientific theory of socialist society. 

The victory of socialism in the USSR resulted in the creation of a new social-economic formation. 
The new social and state formation that has been created, developed and strengthened, displays 
social features specific only to this formation. Socialism has become part of the everyday life of 
millions of toilers. New social relations among people have emerged. The relations of production, 
i.e. the relations among people engaged in the social process of production, are built on the basis of 
the comradely co-operation and socialist mutual assistance. A new man of the socialist epoch has 
been formed. 

J.V. Stalin made an all-sided analysis of the socialist mode of production, which is a superior mode 
of production to capitalism. He made the analysis of the radical difference between socialism and 
capitalism, the characteristics of the superiority of this mode of production as a higher stage, a more 
progressive social system that any former one, as a higher type of social organization of labor. J.V. 
Stalin thoroughly investigated the laws of this new formation. 

Following V.I. Lenin's indications, Comrade Stalin developed a rigorous, scientific, theoretical and 
practical program for the socialist industrialization of our country. The socialist method of 
industrialization, he pointed out, is radically different from methods of industrialization in capitalist 
countries. Capitalist countries accomplished their industrialization by a ruthless exploitation of the 
toilers, the plundering of colonies, by means of conquests, plundering, burdensome loans. Capitalist 
industrialization resulted in the impoverishment of the toiling masses, the enlarging of the reserve 
army of labor and the formation of a huge mass of unemployed. It resulted in the sharpening of the 
economic crisis of capitalism, in mass misery and suffering for the toiling masses. The Soviet 
method of industrialization is based on the domination of social property over the instruments and 
means of production, on the internal sources of socialist accumulation for the development of 
industry. Following V.I. Lenin's considerations, Comrade Stalin worked out in theory and put into 
effect in practice a rigorous plan for the collectivization of agriculture. This was one of the most 
complicated tasks of the socialist revolution; nevertheless Soviet power successfully accomplished 
this task. As a result, in the Soviet village a revolution occurred whose significance, as pointed out 
by Comrade Stalin, can be compared to that of the October 1917 Revolution. Comrade Stalin created 
the theory of the collectivization of the countryside, he is the founder of the kolkhoz system. 

On the basis of the collectivization of the countryside the former exploiting class in our country -- 
the kulaks -- were liquidated. All these social changes produced the conditions for the victory of 
socialism in all spheres of the economy of the USSR. 

The victory of socialism in our country was established from the legal point of view with the 
adoption of the Constitution of the USSR of 1936. The Soviet Union entered a new period of 
development. Then de facto the question of the construction of communism was raised, the step-by-
step transition from socialism to communism. In connection with the victory of socialism in the 
USSR new aspects and features of the new social formation were brought out. J.V. Stalin's historical 
contribution is based on the discovery of the laws of socialist society, on the deep theoretical 
generalization of this new epoch, on the concretization and development of Leninism on the question 
of the state, classes, labor, the driving forces, nations in socialism and communism. 

In the Report to the XVIII Congress of the C.P.S.U.(B.) (March 1939) on the question of the state, 
Comrade Stalin stated: "We cannot expect the Marxist classics, separated as they were from our day 
by a period of 45 or 55 years, to have foreseen each and every zigzag of history in the distant future 
and in every separate country. It would be ridiculous to expect the Marxist classics to have 
elaborated for our benefit ready-made solutions for each and every theoretical problem that might 
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arise in a particular country 50 or 100 years afterwards, so that we, the descendants of the Marxist 
classics, might calmly doze at the fireside and munch ready-made solutions." (J.V. Stalin, Problems 
of Leninism, Foreign Languages Press, Peking 1976, p. 931.) 

Stalin's statements regarding the possibility of the construction of communism in our country, 
regarding the preservation of the state in the period of communism in the case of capitalist 
encirclement, enriched Leninism with a new theoretical weapon, they gave to the Bolshevik party, to 
the working class, to all toilers of the Soviet country a great perspective, clarity of goals and inspired 
new achievements. They clarified with a powerful driving force, the subsequent development of the 
Soviet country, towards the heights of the new social formation. Comrade Stalin continued the work 
of Lenin on the question of the state which the latter could not conclude due to his early death. 

J.V. Stalin first of all developed the complete characteristics of the classes of socialist society in the 
USSR. The essence of his explanations of the class content of socialist society may be summarized 
as follows: 

a) The consolidation of socialism in the USSR implied the complete liquidation of all exploiting 
classes and strata in our country. 

b) The victory of the October Revolution and the consolidation of socialism in the USSR resulted in 
a change in the social nature of the working class, peasantry and intelligentsia. 

The social groups in Soviet society experienced radical changes: "...the working class of the USSR is 
an entirely new working class, a working class emancipated from exploitation, the like of which the 
history of mankind has never known before" (ibid., p. 801 [On the Draft Constitution of the 
U.S.S.R.]). Also "... the Soviet peasantry is an entirely new peasantry, the like of which the history of 
mankind has never known before" (ibid., p. 802). 

c) Soviet socialist society consist of two classes -- workers and peasants; the intelligentsia is a social 
stratum but not a separate class; the workers, peasants and laboring intelligentsia have equal rights in 
all spheres of the economic, political, social and cultural life of the country. 

d) In the future, when all class differences will be overcome, the workers, peasants and intelligentsia 
will become the laborers of the communist society. In this way, on the basis of the generalization of 
the experience of Soviet socialist society, J.V. Stalin established that under socialism, as the first 
phase of communism, classes still exist, certain class differences among them are still preserved, that 
these classes have a new, socialist nature, but that only in the highest stage of communism will these 
class differences disappear. 

These theoretical considerations were embodied in the Constitution of the USSR; they are a step 
forward in the development of the theory of Leninism, they enrich Leninism with new theoretical 
values. The existence of two classes under socialism, the existence of substantial class differences 
between them, are based on the existence under socialism of two forms of socialist property. 
Formerly it was more or less accepted that under socialism just one form of property would exist 
based on the socialized instruments and means of production. This question could not be posed in a 
more definite way since the required conditions did not exist. J.V. Stalin developed and concretized 
the teachings of Marx, Engels and Lenin on socialism, established that under socialist property may 
exist in two forms: the form of the consistently-socialist, state property, which is the whole people's 
property, and in the form of cooperative-kolkhoz property, the property of the collective producers. 

The thesis of the two forms of socialist property under socialism was substantiated by Comrade 
Stalin. He elaborated the question of the socialist nature of the kolkhozes, the question of the forms 
of development and consolidation of the kolkhoz. All these form an eminent contribution to Marxist-
Leninist science, which make it possible to expound the laws of development of socialist society. 
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J.V. Stalin concretized the Leninist teaching on the question of work under socialism and 
communism. Regarding this question, the main thesis could be summarized as follows: 

1. Socialism and work cannot be isolated from each other; the socialist formation is first of all a 
formation that has no loafers or parasites, where the famous Leninist thesis: "he who does not work, 
neither shall he eat," that work is an obligation of all toilers, were put into effect. "Socialism -- said 
Comrade Stalin - does not in the least repudiate work. On the contrary, socialism is based on work. 
Socialism and work are inseparable from each other." (J.V. Stalin, Problems of Leninism, p. 663. 
[Speech Delivered at the First All-Union Congress of Collective-Farm Shock Brigaders.]) 

2. Under socialism work becomes an affair of popular honor and glory, it has a directly social 
character: the worker is honored, is a sort of social figure, society pays attention to him and he 
receives from society a great moral and material reward for work well-done. 

3. Developing the famous consideration of Marx, Engels and Lenin on the question of socialism and 
communism, Comrade Stalin gave the following definition of these two stages of the new social 
formation. He pointed out that by equality Marxism understands: 

"...c) the equal duty of all to work according to their ability, and the equal right of all working people 
to receive in return for this according to the work performed (socialist society); d) the equal duty of 
all to work according to their ability, and the equal right of all working people to receive in return for 
this according to their needs (communist society). Moreover, Marxism proceeds from the assumption 
that people's tastes and requirements are not, and cannot be, identical and equal in regard to quality 
or quantity, whether in the period of socialism or in the period of communism." (J.V. Stalin, 
Problems of Leninism, p. 741-742. [Report to the XVIIth Party Congress.]) 

The positions of Comrade Stalin are a development of the Marxist-Leninist teachings on socialism 
and communism. We have here a more concrete formulation of the main principles of socialism and 
communism based on the practical experience of the construction of socialism in the USSR. 

J.V. Stalin, developing the Leninist ideas on socialism, and based on the victorious construction and 
consolidation of socialism in the USSR, discovered the new driving forces of socialist society that 
were unknown before and were absent in previous social-economic formations, namely: the moral-
patriotic unity of the peoples of the USSR, Soviet patriotism. 

Comrade Stalin discovered the driving forces of the development of the socialist society, which is a 
discovery of fundamental significance for Marxist-Leninist science. Comrade Stalin brought out new 
forms of social development, new stimulation for the development of socialist society. J.V. Stalin 
also discovered the special role played by self-criticism in the development of the Soviet country. 
Comrade Stalin's positions are well-known, that we need self-criticism as much as we need air and 
water. 

The all-sided explanation of the significance of self-criticism, its tremendous role, the extent to 
which the party requires self-criticism as a means of proper leadership of the country, its significance 
as an objective law in the development of the socialist society -- these are all serious steps forward in 
the development of the Marxist-Leninist teachings of socialism. 

In the works of Marx and Engels the national question is considered in the era of pre-monopoly 
capitalism. The national-liberation movement was studied in a number of countries: Ireland, Poland, 
Hungary, India and China. 

Lenin, based on the main ideas of Marx and Engels, developed the views of the founders of Marxism 
with regard to the national question, created the teaching of the national question in the era of 
imperialism and proletarian revolution. Lenin substantiated and proved that the national question is a 

Page 5 of 16The Contribution of J.V. Stalin to Marxism-Leninism

03/04/2010http://www.revolutionarydemocracy.org/rdv4n1/stalin70.htm



part of the general question of the proletarian revolution, of the question of the dictatorship of the 
proletariat. 

Lenin created a solid system of views on the question of the national-colonial revolutions in the era 
of imperialism. He linked up the national-colonial question with the question of the overthrow of 
imperialism. 

The contribution of Stalin in the subsequent development of the Marxist-Leninist teachings on the 
national question is specially great. J.V. Stalin is the creator of the theory and the Bolshevik program 
of the national question. J.V. Stalin elaborated the Marxist theory of nations, the question of the 
origin of the nation, the peculiarities of the development of nations in Western Europe and in the 
East. He formulated the basics of the Bolshevik approach to the solution of the national question, 
substantiated the Bolshevik principle of the international unity of the workers. 

By developing the theory of socialist society, the basis of the teachings of the Soviet socialist state, 
Comrade Stalin produced a scientific substantiation of the main problems and questions connected 
with the construction of the multinational Soviet state. The Soviet Union is for the whole world an 
example of brotherhood of peoples never before seen in history. The friendship of the peoples of the 
Soviet country has become one of the sources of the strength of our state, one of the sources of 
Soviet patriotism. 

In the report delivered on the 27th anniversary of the Great October Socialist Revolution, Comrade 
Stalin gave the classical definition of the essence and strength of Soviet patriotism: "The strength of 
Soviet patriotism -- said Comrade Stalin -- lies in the fact that it is based not on racial or nationalist 
prejudices, but on the people's profound loyalty and devotion to their Soviet Motherland, on the 
fraternal partnership of the working people of all the nationalities in our country. Soviet patriotism 
harmoniously combines the national traditions of the peoples and the common vital interests of all 
the working people of the Soviet Union." (J.V. Stalin, On the Great Patriotic War of the Soviet 
Union [also in Works, Red Star Press, London, 1984, Vol. 15, p. 422-423].) 

J.V. Stalin further developed the Leninist theory of the national question with respect to Soviet 
socialist society. He elaborated a very relevant thesis that determines the development of the culture 
of the peoples of the USSR. This thesis reads: the development of the culture of the peoples of the 
USSR is national in form but socialist in content. 

Comrade Stalin points out that the slogan of national culture was a bourgeois slogan as long as 
power remained in the hands of the bourgeoisie, and the consolidation of the nation took place under 
the leadership of the bourgeoisie. The slogan of national culture, national in form and socialist in 
content, became a proletarian slogan when the proletariat achieved power, and the consolidation of 
the nation began to develop under Soviet power. "In point of fact - wrote Comrade Stalin - the period 
of the dictatorship of the proletariat and of the building of socialism in the U.S.S.R. is a period of the 
flowering of national cultures that are socialist in content and national in form; for, under the Soviet 
system, the nations themselves are not the ordinary 'modern' nations, but socialist nations, just as in 
content their national cultures are not the ordinary bourgeois cultures, but socialist cultures." (J.V. 
Stalin, Works, Vol. 12, p. 379. [Report to the XVI Congress of the C.P.S.U.(B.)]) 

This thesis has a fundamental significance and determined a whole program for the practical work in 
our national republics, a program based on solid ground. 

In his article "The National Question and Leninism" (1929) and in the Political Report to the XVI 
Congress of the Party (1930) J.V. Stalin put forward new and most important positions about 
bourgeois nations and socialist nations. Formerly socialism was conceived in a very general manner, 
as the system that leads to the abolition of the nation. J.V. Stalin showed that socialism does not lead 
to the abolition of nations, but only to the abolition of bourgeois nations. He showed that based on 
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the ruins of the old, bourgeois nations appear new, socialist nations that are far more solid and stable 
than any bourgeois nation, since they are free from antagonistic class contradictions. The statement 
of J.V. Stalin that in history there exist two types of nations - bourgeois and socialist, that bourgeois 
nations are linked to the fate of capitalism and that they should disappear with the collapse of 
capitalism, while the appearance of socialism leads to the creation on the basis of the old nations of 
new, socialist nations - these statements are a new, great contribution to the development of the 
Marxist-Leninist teachings on the national question, to the development of the teaching on socialism. 

The huge and inexhaustible experience of the development of the Soviet multinational state, the 
development of Soviet nations was scientifically generalized by J.V. Stalin. What was given by him 
in the course of the elaboration of the question of bourgeois and socialist nations - is a new page in 
the Marxist-Leninist theory of the national question. In this respect J.V. Stalin also studied the 
question of the future of nations and national languages. 

J.V. Stalin, a great representative of creative Marxism, is a continuator of the best qualities, features 
and traditions of V.I. Lenin. As is well known, from his very earliest works Lenin never failed to 
emphasize that a real Marxist should be able to take account of real life. Lenin reiterated many times 
the famous thesis of Marx and Engels, that "our teaching is not a dogma but a guide to action." 

J.V. Stalin developed further, elevated to a new, higher stage the teaching of dialectical and historical 
materialism. His work "Dialectical and Historical Materialism" represents one of the most eminent 
works of Marxist-Leninist philosophy. It stands together with such works of the classics of Marxism-
Leninism as Marx's "Capital," Engel's "Anti-Dühring" and Lenin's "Materialism and Empirio-
Criticism." In this genius work the bases of dialectical and historical materialism are given in an 
extremely concise and compact way. Comrade Stalin made in this work a generalization of the 
contributions of Marx, Engels and Lenin on the teaching of the dialectical method and the materialist 
theory. He developed all this on the basis of the newest results of science and revolutionary practice. 

J.V. Stalin is a great leader of the peoples of the USSR and the working people of the whole world, a 
coryphaeus of Marxist-Leninist science. He combines within himself colossal theoretical power and 
tremendous experience in leadership. J.V. Stalin is the leader of the CPSU(B) and the Soviet state. 
The power of the Stalinist leadership is based on mobilizing and inspiring directions, that are always 
aimed at what is most important, most relevant, most necessary for the fruitful and successful 
solution of the tasks that confront the working masses. The power of the Stalinist leadership is based 
on the brilliant dialectical analysis of phenomena, on the capability of considering facts and events in 
their development, in their interrelation, in their contradiction. Its power is the genius capability of 
looking forward into the future, in foreseeing the development and calling for the necessary actions. 
The power of the Stalinist leadership consists of a tough critique of the shortcomings, of helping 
those that lag behind, of assisting all that is new, progressive and capable of pushing a positive 
development in the decisive breakdown of the old, obsolete, that has become a brake on 
development. The power of the Stalinist leadership is based on the deepest Leninist faith in the 
creative and inexhaustible power of the popular masses. 

...Prof. M.D. Kammari delivered a paper on the development of the Marxist-Leninist theory on the 
national question by Stalin. 

The name of Stalin, a genius continuator of the great teaching and work of Lenin, is linked - said the 
speaker - to the solution of one of the most important questions of the socialist revolution. This 
question as well as others was elaborated by Stalin in close co-operation with Lenin. 

Lenin and Stalin in their approach to the national question started off from the main ideas drawn by 
Marx and Engels. Lenin and Stalin developed these ideas in the era of imperialism and the 
proletarian revolution, in the era of the construction of communism in the USSR; they merged and 
generalized these ideas into a solid system of views on the national-colonial revolutions, linked the 
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national-colonial question with the question of the liquidation of imperialism, they explained the 
significance of the national-colonial question as a constituent part of the general question of the 
proletarian revolution and the dictatorship of the proletariat. 

The works of J.V. Stalin give an all-sided scientific substantiation of the program and the policy of 
the Bolshevik party with respect to the national question and they are a directive for all communist 
parties: they are like a shining candle that sheds light on the path of the peoples of the colonies and 
dependent countries towards freedom and independence. 

From the very first steps of his revolutionary career, J.V. Stalin together with V.I. Lenin defended 
and developed the idea of the hegemony of the proletariat in the revolution, the principle of 
proletarian internationalism in the construction of Russian Social-Democracy against the Bundists, 
Caucasian federalists and nationalists, who disguised themselves with socialist phrases. 

In his work The Social-Democratic View of the National Question (September, 1904), J.V. Stalin 
made a remarkable contribution to the national program of the RSDLP. 

Already in this period J.V. Stalin proved himself a leading theoretician of the national question. He 
mastered the Marxist dialectical method and gave an exceptionally deep, dialectical, classical, 
proletarian organization and solution to the national question. In this work lies the embryo of the 
ideas subsequently developed by Comrade Stalin in his classical work Marxism and the National 
Question (January, 1913), written on the eve of the First World War, when nationalist feelings in the 
working class were strengthened and fostered by the social-chauvinist parties of the Second 
International, the Bundists, Liquidators and Trotskyites in Russia. The work of J.V. Stalin the 
became a major statement of Bolshevism internationally before the war of 1914. This was a 
theoretical statement and the Bolshevik program regarding the national question as well. In his work, 
two theories, two methods, two programs, two ways of thinking regarding the national question are 
opposed to each other: that of the parties of the Second International and that of Leninism. 

Comrade Stalin elaborated here the foundation of the Bolshevik approach to the national question: 
the requirement of considering the national question from the concrete historical, dialectical 
standpoint, in a discontinuous interconnection with the international situation corresponding to the 
era of imperialism, as a part of the general question of the revolution. Stalin substantiated the 
programmatic slogan of the party on the right of nations to self-determination and the principle of the 
international solidarity of workers as a required starting point for the solution of the national 
question. 

By founding the Marxist theory of the nation, J.V. Stalin laid a solid theoretical basis for the program 
and the policy of the Bolshevik party regarding the national question, he created an invincible 
weapon for the struggle of Marxism-Leninism against any variety of the ideology and politics of 
bourgeois nationalism. 

J.V. Stalin foresaw the future by linking up the solution of the national question with the growth of 
imperialism in Europe and the inevitability of the growth of democracy in Asia, with impending 
imperialist wars and the "complications" created by them, i.e. crises and revolutions. 

This prediction of Comrade Stalin was completely borne out in the period of the First World War 
and especially in the period of the Great October Revolution. 

J.V. Stalin points out two stages in the elaboration of the national question by the Bolshevik party: 
the pre-October stage, when the national question had not yet become an international question and 
was associated with the solution of the bourgeois-democratic revolution, and the October stage, 
when the national question became an international question, when it merged with the question of 
the liberation of the colonies and became associated with the fate of the socialist revolution. These 
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positions of Stalin together with his positions on the three periods in the history of the national-
liberation movements -- the period of pre-monopoly capitalism, the period of imperialism and the 
Soviet period -- have an invaluable significance for the policies of the communist parties and for 
historical science as well. The victory of the Great October Socialist Revolution opened a new, 
Soviet stage in the solution of the national question and in the development of Marxism-Leninism in 
general. The October Revolution, as pointed out by Stalin, gave birth to a new era in the history of 
humankind, a new era in the history of the oppressed nations. The era of exploitation "without 
revolt" in the colonies is over, a new era has commenced, the era of the leadership of the proletariat 
and in the colonies, the era of its hegemony in the revolution. 

J.V. Stalin made an all-sided elaboration of the question of the alliance of the proletarian revolution 
with the national-liberation movements of the peoples of the colonies and dependent countries, the 
question of the strategy and tactics of the communist parties, the idea of the hegemony of the 
proletariat in these movements; he substantiated and further developed Lenin's statement on the 
possibility of the transition of backward countries to socialism, skipping capitalism under the 
conditions of the support from proletarian revolutions in the developed countries. These ideas have 
become a great, transforming, creative revolutionary power capable of raising hundreds of millions 
of people to the struggle for their liberation. 

The hegemony of the proletariat is new and decisive in the national-liberation movements, which 
gives these movements consciousness, organization, stability, an invincible power which leads to 
their victory over imperialism. 

J.V. Stalin constantly emphasizes that the existence the Soviet Union is a decisive factor that 
facilitates and guarantees the success and final victory of all national-liberation movements of the 
peoples of the dependent countries and colonies, since the very existence of such a state constrains 
the dark forces of reaction, its successes inspire the oppressed peoples in the struggle for their 
liberation, facilitates this liberation. The liberation of the peoples of the countries of peoples' 
democracies in Europe and Asia bears witness of the greatness of the liberating role of the Soviet 
Union, as the liberator of peoples from the yoke of imperialism. 

Comrade Stalin brilliantly foresaw that China would follow the path of the anti-imperialist popular 
revolution towards the creation of an anti-imperialist, popular power which would lead China to the 
socialist path of development. The creation of the People's Republic of China implies a new 
powerful blow against the whole colonial system of imperialism, which is undergoing a profound 
crisis, it elevates to a higher stage the struggle of the peoples of Asia and the whole colonial world in 
general. This victory implies a serious strengthening of the forces of peace, socialism and 
democracy, led by the USSR. 

J.V. Stalin shows that the national question is posed and solved in Leninism differently as it was in 
the period of the Second International. J.V. Stalin points to the existence of four main elements in the 
Leninist theory of the national question: 

"The first point is the merging of the national question, as a part, with the general question of the 
liberation of the colonies, as a whole... 

The second point is that the vague slogan of the right of nations to self-determination has been 
replaced by the clear revolutionary slogan of the right of nations and colonies to secede, to form 
independent states... 

The third point is the disclosure of the organic connection between the national and colonial question 
and the question of the rule of capital, of overthrowing capitalism, of the dictatorship of the 
proletariat... 
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The fourth point is that a new element has been introduced into the national question -- the element 
of the actual (and not merely juridical) equalisation of nations (help and co-operation for the 
backward nations in raising themselves to the cultural and economic level of the more advanced 
nations), as one of the conditions necessary for securing fraternal co-operation between the labouring 
masses of the various nations." (J.V. Stalin, Works, Foreign Languages Publishing House, Moscow, 
1953, Vol. 5, pp. 52-60. [From Concerning the Presentation of the National Question.]) 

J.V. Stalin developed the Leninist thesis about the two tendencies in capitalism with regard to the 
national question: the tendency towards the formation of nations and national states and the tendency 
towards the "unification" of nations under the power of financial capital. J.V. Stalin argues that these 
tendencies are irreconcilable contradictions for imperialism since imperialism cannot "unite" without 
exploiting a nation. The struggle between these two tendencies enriches the analysis of capitalism in 
the period of imperialism and this contradiction is one of the sources of its structural weakness, 
internal instability, of the collapse of multinational bourgeois states, of the collapse and bankruptcy 
of the policies of the bourgeoisie with regard to the national question. The bankruptcy of the policies 
of German, Japanese, and after them Anglo-American imperialism in the colonies and the dependent, 
"Marshalized" countries, is a brilliant confirmation of the strength and significance of the Leninist 
theses. 

For communism these two tendencies, emphasizes J.V. Stalin, are two sides of the same question: 
the liberation of the oppressed nations from the yoke of imperialism and their unification into a 
unified socialist world economy voluntarily and on the basis of total equality. Stalin together with 
Lenin created and strengthened the multinational socialist state, put into practice the national policy 
of the Soviet power, defined the paths and forms leading to the formation of a fraternal 
commonwealth of nations on the basis of the Soviet system, under the leadership of the working 
class and its party, defined the path for the formation and development of socialist nations and their 
culture. 

Comrade Stalin brilliantly solved the complicated and intricate questions of relations between 
nations, accomplished a gigantic practical work in the foundation of the national Soviet republics and 
their unification into the USSR. 

There is no single Soviet republic in whose formation and consolidation Stalin did not take a 
decisive and leading part. 

J.V. Stalin brilliantly generalized the masses' revolutionary experience in the construction of the 
Soviet state. He posed the question of the federation, developed the most convenient forms of 
unification of Soviet republics into a unified state. He showed the superiority of the Soviet federation 
compared to bourgeois federations. 

Soviet power established the complete political and legal equality of nations and liquidated national 
oppression. This achievement of the party and Soviet power has historic and world-wide 
significance. But this is not enough, J.V. Stalin pointed out. "The essence of the national question in 
the R.S.F.S.R. -- said J.V. Stalin at the X Congress of the R.C.P.(B.) -- lies in abolishing the actual 
backwardness (economic, political and cultural) that some of the nations have inherited from the 
past, to make it possible for the backward peoples to catch up with central Russia in political, 
cultural and economic respects." (J.V. Stalin, Works, Vol. 5, p. 39.) 

This great historical task was accomplished by the party under the leadership of Stalin on the basis of 
the Leninist-Stalinist national policy, on the basis of the policy of industrialization and 
collectivization, the liquidation of the exploiting classes, the construction of socialism. The history of 
socialism and the social conquests of the peoples of the USSR was established in the Stalin 
Constitution. The great Stalin Constitution of the USSR declares that all nations and races, regardless 
of their past and present stage of development, regardless of their strength or weakness, should be 
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entitled to equal rights in all spheres of the social life. The Soviet Constitution prosecutes any 
expression of the propaganda of national hostility as a severe offence against the pillars of the Soviet 
state. In Soviet society there are no privileged, oppressed, unequal nations or races. It is not national 
origin but individual capabilities, individual labor, that determine the place of a citizen in Soviet 
society. Comrade Stalin showed that on the basis of the Soviet system there were created and 
consolidated new Soviet, socialist nations which, according to their class structure, spiritual 
attributes, their socio-political orientation, radically differ from the old bourgeois nations. 

Soviet nations are socialist nations, liberated from exploitation, from class antagonism with new 
Soviet, socialist moral and political characteristics, psychological types, consisting of fraternal 
classes, the working class, peasantry and intelligentsia, whose class boundaries are disappearing. 
These are nations that are building communism, freed from the remnants of capitalism, that are 
coming together and jointly constructing communism by means of all-sided socialist competition and 
fraternal co-operation. 

The great commonwealth of socialist nations was created under the leadership of the Bolshevik 
party, under the leadership of the Russian working class, thanks to the correct, Leninist-Stalinist 
national policy, of disinterested assistance to formerly oppressed nations and considerate stand 
towards the particularities of their mode of life and culture. Thanks particularly to the 
accomplishment of this policy, the Russian working class and Russian people won the trust and 
support of all peoples of the USSR and all progressive peoples of the world. Comrade Stalin 
developed and raised to a higher stage the ideology of proletarian internationalism, the friendship of 
peoples, he showed that the source of friendship of the peoples of the USSR is the Soviet, socialist 
system, the internationalist policies of the working class, its party and state. 

As a result of the accomplishment of this policy and the construction of socialism, the friendship of 
the peoples of the USSR has flourished, new relations of trust and fraternal co-operation have been 
established between them. 

The multinational socialist state has survived a great test during the Great Patriotic war against the 
fascist invaders, under which any other state would have collapsed. There is no other state that could 
have emerged more strengthened and with the friendship of its people more consolidated than the 
Soviet state; Soviet patriotism, the friendship of peoples, the moral-political unity are powerful 
driving forces of Soviet society. Comrade Stalin generalized the experience of the war by stating that 
in the Soviet state the "national question and the problem of the co-operation of nations has been 
solved better than in any other multinational state" (Bolshevik, No. 3, 1946, p. 4. Translated from the 
Russian). The Soviet system gave to the peoples of the USSR a unique power. The works of J.V. 
Stalin have served and now serve our party and all fraternal communist parties as a weapon in their 
struggle against bourgeois nationalists, against the nationalist-fascist Tito clique, against right 
socialists and similar agents of Anglo-American imperialism, the speaker emphasizes. 

The theory of culture as national in form and socialist in content has great significance in the struggle 
against nationalism, for the education of the working people in the spirit of internationalism, for the 
friendship of peoples, and makes possible the flourishing of the national cultures of the peoples of 
the USSR. 

Comrade Stalin exposed the chauvinist theory of Kautsky, according to which the proletariat having 
come to power should take the path of assimilation. Comrade Stalin generalized the experience of 
the socialist revolution in the USSR and stated that it revived many new nationalities that were 
formerly "forgotten," it "gave them new life and a new development." Comrade Stalin foresaw that 
the same thing would happen in other multinational countries; as a result of a revolution in countries 
such as India, "scores of hitherto unknown nationalities, having their own separate languages and 
separate cultures, will appear on the scene." (J.V. Stalin, Works, Vol. 7, p. 141. [The Political Tasks 
of the University of the Peoples of the East.]) 
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These statements of J.V. Stalin expose and overturn different bourgeois-cosmopolitan theories of the 
modern Anglo-American imperialists, who carry out a policy of forcible assimilation, swallowing all 
nations and races by the "superior" Anglo-American race. J.V. Stalin's prediction in his work The 
National Question and Leninism regarding the preservation of nations, national languages and 
cultures, have great theoretical and political significance. Comrade Stalin, the speaker points out, 
gave a clear perspective of the development of socialist nations, national languages and cultures, 
both in the period of the victory of socialism in our country and in the period of the victory of 
socialism in other countries and in the whole world. Here with unique strength Stalin's scientific 
predictions manifest themselves as dialectical-materialist, showing him to be a great theorist of 
creative Marxism. These statements of Stalin have a leading significance for all social sciences, for 
philosophy, the science of the state, law, language, the theory of literature, art and culture in general, 
as well as for the practice of the communist parties in all countries of the world, especially 
concerning the national question. 

In the USSR under the leadership of the party of Lenin-Stalin a great cultural revolution is being 
carried out, which has involved all tribes and peoples of our country in the process of conscious 
historical creation. Gigantic efforts are being made to develop the national cultures and languages, an 
experience that has world-wide historical, scientific and practical significance. The great socialist 
revolution opened a new era in history, created a completely new world of social relations among 
people, nations, races, a new world of concepts, ideas, feelings, features that forced the creation of 
new words, enriched and developed the national languages. It is not surprising that the languages of 
the peoples of the USSR, both ancient and modern, those less developed or more developed, are now 
being filled with new forms, are undergoing a revolution, they experience leaps to qualitatively 
different states. As for culture and languages the struggle of socialism against reactionary bourgeois-
nationalist, feudal-clerical and other similar tendencies and elements comes to a victorious end with 
the victory of socialism, with the victory of the principles of socialist internationalism, the Leninist-
Stalinist national policy. 

Comrade Stalin teaches that "every nation -- no matter how large or small it might be - possesses its 
own peculiarities, its own specific features that only belong to that nation and not to any other 
nation. These peculiarities are a contribution of each nation to the treasure of world culture, which 
makes the latter more complete and rich. In this respect all nations -- both small and large -- are 
entitled to equal rights and all nations are different from each other." (J.V. Stalin, Bolshevik, No. 7, 
1948, p. 2. Trans. from the Russian). Comrade Stalin teaches that internationalism in culture implies 
respect for the cultural creativity of all peoples, not the suppression of national cultures, but 
assistance to their development. 

That is why, points out M.D. Kammari, it is completely logical that it has been particularly the 
peoples of the USSR, educated by the party of Lenin-Stalin in the spirit of socialism, proletarian 
internationalism and friendship of the peoples, who saved world civilization from the fascist invaders 
and at the present time lead the camp of socialism and democracy, stand in the leadership of the 
struggle for socialism, democracy and democratic peace in the world. 

The works of J.V. Stalin are a weapon in the struggle against all kinds of anti-patriotic, cosmopolitan 
ideologies and phraseologies in the service of Anglo-American imperialism. The works of Comrade 
Stalin are an irreplaceable weapon in the struggle with all kinds of nationalism, racism, imperialist 
ideology and policies. 

The name of J.V. Stalin -- the genius follower of the great teachings of Marx, Engels and Lenin -- 
has become a symbol and a banner of the liberation of peoples from the yoke of imperialism, the 
banner of proletarian internationalism. The great ideas of Leninist-Stalinist friendship and 
brotherhood of peoples that stand for a new world, concludes Professor Kammari, are currently 
inspiring hundreds of millions of people in all parts of the planet in the struggle for their liberation. 
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... Academician G.F. Aleksandrov gave a talk on the topic "The Struggle of J.V. Stalin for Militant 
Marxist-Leninist Philosophy." The speaker began his talk by reminding the audience that J.V. Stalin 
from the very beginning, as a pupil and companion-in-arms of V.I. Lenin, stood firmly for the 
struggle for the elevation of the working class, for its socialist education and political organization. 
Comrade Stalin gave an all-sided substantiation of the idea of the role of revolutionary theory in the 
workers' movement. Lenin's and Stalin's statement on the merging of the struggle of the working 
class with scientific socialism has special significance. The workers set out to construct a new world, 
communism. History has never provided an example of such construction. Unlike capitalism, 
socialist society cannot move forward spontaneously; it is formed, built and created consciously, 
according to a plan. The science of socialism and communism has a particularly important 
significance for the struggle of the working class. It was not in vain that the Bolshevik party, Lenin 
and Stalin, both before and after the Great October Revolution, strengthened the fervent agitation of 
Bolshevik ideals among the masses. It is not a coincidence that this task had been confronted for the 
past third of the century in the Soviet epoch. It would not be impossible to reach communism if the 
working class, the laboring peasantry, the intelligentsia, the popular masses, did not know the goals 
of this construction and the path towards its successful accomplishment. This is why the struggle of 
the party for the communist education of the Soviet people has acquired such significance in the 
epoch of the step-by-step transition to communism. 

Comrade Stalin established a continuous link between the content and tasks of militant revolutionary 
theory and the situation and state of the working class. Marxism-Leninism is substantiated and 
developed by the working class, as the class ideology of the proletarian masses, of the communist 
party. The Leninist idea on the expression of the line and class struggle within the party played the 
most important role in the process of creating a party of a new type, in the class education of the 
Russian and international proletariat. This idea was adopted and developed by Stalin. 

Already in his article The Class Struggle, written in 1906, Comrade Stalin expounded the question of 
the historical necessity of the construction of the proletarian party, its role in the political struggle of 
the proletarian masses, its ideological leadership in this struggle. 

The Leninist-Stalinist party oriented and inspired the workers' revolutionary movement, raised its 
political, class level and the militant character of its struggle against the bourgeoisie, against 
imperialism; one can say that the communist party saved the workers' movement from bourgeois 
domination, from its division by the activity of the intelligence services of the bourgeoisie. 

Comrade Stalin put forward and substantiated the tremendous significance of the implementation of 
the teachings of dialectical and historical materialism in the political struggle of the working class, in 
the practical activity of its party. Comrade Stalin gave an all-sided development and scientific 
substantiation to this deepest consideration that "mastering the Marxist-Leninist theory means 
assimilating the substance of this theory and learning to use it in the solution of the practical 
problems of the revolutionary movement under the varying conditions of the class struggle of the 
proletariat" (History of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union (Bolsheviks), Short Course, p. 355.) 
Dialectical and historical materialism, therefore, requires a deep and exact study of the contemporary 
conditions of the class struggle, the implementation in practice of the materialist analysis of the 
political activity, the position of all classes involved in the class struggle. Lenin and Stalin defined 
struggle, the development of opposites, contradictions, as the essence of Marxist philosophy. They 
demanded that revolutionaries expose the main contradictions in society with a dialectical and 
materialist approach to the analysis of the perspective for the development of the struggle between 
these opposites, that they engage in an unconditional and purposeful struggle for the fastest and 
complete victory of the revolutionary class, the proletariat. 

It becomes clear from here, continues Academician G.F. Aleksandrov, that the ideology of a 
communist party, its philosophical science, serves one goal -- the ideology of the proletariat in its 
class struggle against capitalism, for communism, for the scientific substantiation of the policies, the 
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revolutionary tactics and strategy of the party. This is the essence of the ideology of the Leninist-
Stalinist party. If the ideology of the bourgeoisie, its philosophical-historical system, collapses under 
the merciless blows of the practice of the class struggle, the development of natural sciences, if they 
burst, in the words of Great Lenin, like soap bubbles, then this is a result of the very fate of the 
bourgeoisie, the irreversible collapse of its social and state system. 

If the ideology of the proletariat, its philosophical basis, dialectical and historical materialism -- in 
every single experience in the class struggle, in every single step forward, in the development of 
natural sciences found a proof of its principles, enlarged its influence on the working class and dealt 
powerful blows to the ideology of the bourgeoisie, then this is a reflection of the historical fate of the 
working class, of its great role as the gravedigger of capitalism, as the builder of communism. 

In the defeat and collapse of bourgeois ideology, in the victories and triumphs of Marxist-Leninist 
philosophy is clearly seen the irreversible result to which the modern class struggle leads: the victory 
of the proletariat of all countries over the bourgeoisie, of the socialist camp over the capitalist camp. 

Lenin and Stalin raised high the banner of militant Marxism in the party, gave an all-sided 
substantiation and developed the genius view of Marx and Engels on the irreconcilable struggle 
between proletarian and bourgeois ideology, as a law of class struggle. They were guided by this 
view throughout their revolutionary experience. 

J.V. Stalin gave the deepest Marxist-Leninist analysis of the modern class struggle by showing that 
the struggle of the proletariat and the bourgeoisie had become an axis around which modern life 
turns. He also showed that the current struggle between dialectical materialism and idealist 
obscurantism comprises the ideological form of that very same class struggle of the proletariat and 
the bourgeoisie. Bourgeois ideologists and philosophers, defeated by Marxism, always resort to 
cunning manoeuvering. They try to conceal the disgusting bourgeois essence of their thinking by 
pretending that they stand above classes, parties and ideologies. They pretend that they represent a 
"third force," that stands above the class struggle between the proletariat and the bourgeoisie. Lenin 
and Stalin proved that in the struggle between modern classes, in the struggle between two camps -- 
the socialist camp and the imperialist camp -- there is no room for a "third force." This so-called 
"third force" always stood and stands now on the side of the bourgeoisie against the proletariat. 

Lenin and Stalin teach that in a class society there is no room for an ideology, a philosophy that 
stands above classes. Lenin and Stalin put forward this question in a clear and exact manner -- there 
is no "third," "middle" line in philosophy: either the revolutionary materialist thinking of the 
proletariat, or the religious-mystical narcotic of the imperialists. There is no middle road here. The 
defence of objectivism is a class expression, the expression of bourgeois ideology. 

By means of his genius materialist analysis of the modern class struggle, his fearless exposure of the 
deepest contradictions of the modern epoch, the scientific elaboration of the paths and ways of 
achieving victory for the international working class over imperialism, Comrade Stalin gives a 
classical example of how Marxist-Leninist philosophy should be understood and applied. 

Every passing day confirms the genius Stalinist analysis of the modern epoch. This is how 
materialism -- the philosophy of the Marxist-Leninist party -- triumphs and idealism -- the ideology 
of the imperialist bourgeoisie -- finally collapses. The Stalinist conclusion on the inevitability of the 
collapse of imperialism and the undoubted victory of the proletariat is based on the creative 
application of dialectical and historical materialism in the analysis of the phenomena of modern 
social life, of the modern class struggle. Stalinist analysis ideologically arms the camp of peace, 
democracy and socialism, gives a scientific substantiation to the struggle waged by this camp. 

Comrade Stalin teaches that Marxism-Leninism is not a dogma, but a guide to action. The party of 
the working class, says Comrade Stalin, is "not a school of philosophy or a religious sect. Is not our 
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Party a fighting party?" (J.V. Stalin, Works, Vol. 1, p. 66. [The Proletarian Class and the Proletarian 
Party.]) 

Dialectical materialism requires a clear materialist analysis of reality, a struggle that can accomplish 
scientifically determined tasks that breaks down the obstacles posed by practice in the course of the 
struggle of the working class. Marxists translate the center of gravity to the application in life of the 
ideas of scientific communism. In this light, with the Marxists of the Leninist-Stalinist school "there 
is no discrepancy between word and deed... the teachings of Marx completely retain their living, 
revolutionary force." (J.V. Stalin, Works, Vol. 4, p. 318.) It is necessary to emphasize and always 
remember -- the speaker says -- that the Leninist-Stalinist philosophical science does not only imply 
that revolutionaries are bound to act with decision, to struggle with passion, but to act in struggle 
based on a deep knowledge of the laws of development of society. We owe to Comrade Stalin the 
great achievement of the total defeat of bourgeois ideology that denies the necessity for historical 
development, the achievement of the exposure of all advantages of the deep scientific knowledge of 
the laws of development of society for the proletarian masses and their communist parties. He 
showed that by mastering the laws of development of society one can lead the working class with 
confidence, one can see more than the proletarian class as a whole. This is the point, argues Comrade 
Stalin. "The ideologists push forward, and it is precisely for this reason that the idea, socialist 
consciousness, is of such great importance for the movement." (J.V. Stalin, Works, Vol. 1, p. 120. 
[Briefly About the Disagreements in the Party.]) The knowledge of the laws of development has a 
tremendous significance for the class struggle of the proletarian masses, induces the movement 
forward, accelerates the course of history towards the socialist revolution. And in the epoch of the 
dictatorship of the proletariat this leads to communism. This significance makes it possible to 
elaborate the correct political strategy, to take account of the experience of the revolutionary struggle 
in all countries, to determine correctly the main direction of the proletarian movement in a given 
country for a given historical period. 

The political strategy of the party, based on the knowledge of the laws of development of society, 
accelerates historical development, leads the movement along the shortest path, prevents the working 
class from having unnecessary victims, from experiencing unnecessary sufferings in the struggle for 
the overthrow of capitalism. Failing to understand the laws of development of society means 
betraying the revolutionary, Marxist method, means closing ones eyes to the development of life and 
acting blindly and randomly. 

Comrade Stalin placed special importance on the question of the scientific forecast of the 
development of social life by the revolutionary party and its leaders. Revolutionary theory provides 
knowledge of the laws of development of society, of the perspectives of this development. This is 
why theory, argues Comrade Stalin, "gives practical workers the power of orientation, clarity of 
perspective, confidence in their work, faith in the victory of our cause." (J.V. Stalin, Works, Vol. 12, 
p. 148. [Concerning Questions of Agrarian Policy.]). In the Report on the Results of the First Five-
Year Plan Comrade Stalin said: "The communist party is invincible, if it knows its goal, and if it is 
not afraid of difficulties." (J.V. Stalin, Problems of Leninism, Foreign Languages Press, Peking, 
1976, p. 630.) 

These statements of Marxist-Leninist theory have an exceptional significance for the understanding 
of the whole revolutionary spirit, the whole scientific content of materialism. These statements argue 
that only the Leninist-Stalinist stand in philosophy can provide the objective and correct analysis of 
the development of society, that reflects the historical truth, the objective course of the development 
of society. 

In our time these words of Great Lenin acquired a new and brilliant confirmation: "by following the 
path of Marxian theory we shall draw closer and closer to objective truth (without ever exhausting 
it); but by following any other path we shall arrive at nothing but confusion and lies." (V.I. Lenin, 
Collected Works, Vol. 14, p. 143. [Materialism and Empirio-Criticism.]) 
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Only the communist party has the courage and boldness to face historical necessity openly and 
declares to the whole world the indubitable and consistent party character of its ideology. This is 
possible because this class, proletarian point of view is the only scientific one and coincides with 
objective reality. The more principled, persistent and consistent is the application in life by the 
communist party of the analysis of the social phenomena and the ideological struggle, the more 
exact, complete and true will be the knowledge achieved. The class interests of the proletarian 
masses, the goal of the communist party, on the one hand, and the laws of objective development, on 
the other, follow the same direction: the broader and richer the knowledge of the development of 
society achieved by the party, the more exact and complete will be the analysis of any phenomenon 
of social life and development of society, the closer will it be merged with the interests of the 
communist parties, with the interests of the working class. 

Our party -- concludes Academician G.F. Aleksandrov -- is called communist because its goal is the 
construction of communist society. To defend the party character of philosophy and of any other 
field of human knowledge means to struggle in a selflessness manner, with the ardent and inflexible 
revolutionary will of the Leninist-Stalinist school, to fight for the line of the communist party for its 
goals. 

From 'The Seventieth Anniversary of Joseph Vissarionovich Stalin', published in Izvestia Akademii 
Nauk SSSR, Seria Istorii i Filosofii, Tom VII, Izdatelstvo Akademii Nauk SSSR, Moscow, 1950, pp. 
3-30. 

Translated from the Russian by 'Inter'. 
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