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The work of the World Peace Assembly,
Which ended on June 29, was followed with
keen intbrest and hope by all peace-loving
Mankind, It was a momentous event in the
life of the peoples, marking a new stage
in their great battle for lasting peace and

€ security of all countries of the world.
he Assembly displayed a spirit of mutual
Understanding and friendship and unbreak-
able unity on the fundamental question of
he day—that’of preventing war and safe-
SUarding peace. _

The Assembly unanimously adopted a
document of historic si,g;ﬂificancer—lhe.Hcl-
Sinki Appeal—which expresses the thoughts,
-fee“”a"s and aspirations of all honest people
i the world. The Appeal :
Ndispuiable fact, a sign of the times, t.ha\‘.
vorld public opfnion Tias rebelled against
the palicy of force, military blocs, the arm-
aMment race and the dread danger ol atomic
tWar. Shortly, for the first time in ten years,
e heads of the Four Great Powers will meet.

e World Peace Assembly. which brought
Ogether representatives from 68 counfries,
®NZendered confidence that aoreement can

i important ques-

'€ redched on a number © irta :
on1s, despite profourd contradictions an
and that many prob-

;“‘QFECM viewpoints,
Ms can even today

egotiation. _
. The World Peace Assembly and the deci-
Sions it has taken are proof of the ’conhmled
broa development of the peoples struggle
fr peace. The active preparations for i}l‘c
gs':'e”'bi}’, its composition :—gnd the wide re-
Ponse jts work aroused 1 all dountries
ang among all strata of society, show what
& powerful force of attraction the idea of'
uphﬁldinﬁ peace NOW pOSSeSSes, how c.!ecpl_y
¢ peace movement has influenced l_he \'.ﬁ:ft
Nasses of the peopie and what ‘.'?i.{'l{‘{l ‘Zu-
Uns of sgeiety have rawn into 1t

{ ,“‘5 many as |84l delega
Tigs went to the Assembly. :
*5 of |anguages and ['C‘[JI‘('SL‘H[(‘([ ih§ pukllllb
9inion of their countries in all its diversity.
Owever, despite-differences in pn!iﬂrai and
ligions views, they were agreed upon one

be Solved {hrough

been d
tes from 68 coln-

They spoke doz-

Mdamental <|u(',~,‘w.ir>n-—-ihc: defence of pedce
ahid. 4 g At
It the prevention ol war.
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THE PEOPLES ARE FULLY
DETERMINED TO

UPHOLD PEACE

{ Union, the Chitiese People’s Republic, India,
Poland, Yugoslavia and a number of others,
guarantees the peaceful coexistence of coun-
iries regardless of their social and state
systems.

The Assembly
anniversary of t
Nations Organis

coincided with the tenth
he founding of the United
ation. The delegates noted
that Uno had. acquired a definite place in
inlernationa[ life, and that its activity had
its positive aspects. The consideration by
Ino of certain international problems con=
nected with the maintenance of peace afl
security had assisted in mobilising public
opinion for the struggle against the {hreat
of a new war. At the same iime, however,
Uno had to a great extent failed to justify
{he hopes placed upon it by the peoples.

An appeal to Uno on the occasion of
its tenth anniversary was adopted by the
Assembly, declaring that Uno should be
faithiul to ils Charter and the principle
of unanimity among the ‘g'rc;lt powers,
which guaranices the effectiveness of the
organisation. The Assembly ;11r‘-o.declared
that the Chinese People’s Republic should
take its rightful place in Uno. In fact, this
uplawful situation, in which a great power
with a population of 600 million was not
represented in the UN General Assembly
and the: Security Council, should no longer
he tolerated. The requests of other coun-
tries that had applied for admission fo
also be satisiied. Uno should
ent on the question of dis-
prohibition of atomic
fruitful co-operation

Uno should
ensure agreen
armament and the
weapoIs, and establish
among all countries.

Many delegates noted
tenacity and

Soviet Union, tl

in their speeches
staunchress

he consistency ich
: : 1e Chinese

with which the =
people’s Republic and all the people’s-
dv-nmcratin: countries pursue their [n‘r(:ign
f In its policy the Soviet

policy of peace. 1f
Union has always 1mp .
mental princip](—-s of Uno, l_t
faught far ',:s:-mcf_ul \':O-.rlp(_‘i‘:it%(?:'l
countries, to relieve international
and strengthen pedace.

The Soviet U”;”? !

" eteps designed to i€ . o
Ftl::tu?r:( I}’-!'Im si;ning uf the f\ll.sllll':.&‘m :ﬂlﬂt
Treaty, lhe norinalisation of _u' f?"””{: ‘;
1 the USSR and Yugoslavia, the s INII_,_‘-.
of Soviet-Indian relgtions on the

has always
among all
fenzion

rgcently undertook
ssen international

{weerl it

enctinity |

{hening

i 5{at it of N, Ay Bul-
hasis of the Joint Statement of N. A. Bt
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jemented the funda- |

A PP E AL e .
of the World Peace Assembly

_* The Helsinki Assembly has shown thal if the P r

ference. takes public opinion into account, it \viilog{aﬁ?"‘igz szmt
stage in the building of a Europe in which security will rI:;e
guaranteed to all European states and they will embark on close
econormic and cultural co-operation. Such a process is linked with
the reunification of a Germany which is outside any military coali-

B
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For the first time in ten years, thanks to the efforts of public
opinion, in a divided world, the heads of the Four Great Powers
are going to meet.;On them rest the hopes of mankind. Their firs{
duty will be to overcome mutual distrust.

The World Peace Assembly, which has brought together the
represeniatives (r;f 68 cou-ntll‘iej, has engendered confidence that
despite deep differences anc iversity of opinion, agreement can tion, a Germany made secure against ; e
be reached on a number “of important points and that even tody « In the sameys]Jirit th;‘%‘é’j_E%f\fgftcﬁ}fgeﬁgg‘cr}h‘l”f lI’{Il'lllllAdl‘lbI:H._
a great number of problems can be solved through negotiation. -| through negotiation, the withdrawal of ft)l‘eirrl'1tt:c11§u- rrpl;pat]te'

World public opinion has rebelled against the policy of force, Chinese fisland of Taiwan (Formosa). The Co?ﬁerencfbshog]d 12
military blocs, the armaments race and the dread danger of atomi: to it that there is strict observance of the Geneva Agreements 3;11

war. The Geneva Agreements, the ending of the war in Indo-China Indo-China. It should make it possible for the United Nations
lthc {B’r[[]t(ljun% (ljonf{i;rcn[gg Ithe{'mmr?l”h{] of Austrifn, .t-_.-,eme[d by ?&'n.if]fml;?lz;lu;é] mt:mégfeh_mh apgeu{uine}l{ U;J‘li‘-'ﬂl'sal Chara'ctgi-lug;-
reaty, the Belgrade Declaration—ail ihese are fruits of the ; fhblicag ership the People's Republic of China.
a\\'akeningf.{ of public opinion, which has found expression in the ,mdBH}C}t,hf‘l.grErgg"':’:i',]_]lstf""ces W‘IIiClll are iin ffat\l'r_)ur of the cold war
attitude of the governments. T L i gilisby 2iappros ement of 1e Four Powers. Thel
On the problem of disarmament and atomic weapons, which He!sinki Assembly appeals to public opinion in all countries ta
owing to insuperable contra-

up till now has remained unrcsu]\'edd ! o gﬂ‘t’ﬁbﬁorﬁim forces and to support the participants in the ne-
ictions SOiT ST av rawn so close together t P ! ;
EI s “1'(:‘ o t]'”wf rood :r"lll ¢ i The cause of peace will at last be crowned with success if th
agreeniencil> ey GEIE ARl i forces of peace, which have one and the same aim—and in pa i
On the problem (llf SCC'“E'”)H! 15;]@tPtl'lﬂ'lClplﬁiufd‘Tftzdt.by the cbular ihe varied movements for peace and the big Christianp ;nl&
Bandung Conference have provec at through an entire con- Shatal  Demacraticl Holiticals onganisa o st ] .
tinent Beaceful co-operation among countries with different : political organisations—unite their efforts m

: : order to dispel distrust and uphold peace.’
social systems can be founded on concepts such as those proclaimed Step by step international contradictions can be resolved and
by China and India. .

The World Peace Assem

bly Goncludes its Work

reports_setting forth their common conclu- | certainly ifF b

sions. The first of them was unanimously | these I’lh];d b[feegln (3]152852?22250;!{ OmeiOl‘l, ].Dut

agreed upon the necessity of carrying on | portance; on the basic qu _tS_emP ary im-

propaganda in all countries against mil- ciple con,ce Shrinty Md fq estions of prin-

itary blocs. These jeopardise peace and the ih PESRIgRfL S Coigns of ' peace and

security of the nations and run counter to d"f:f ‘pcre\ ention of war there had been no
ifferences.

Assembly, convened at |
the initiative of the World Peace Council,
met in Helsinki from June 22 to 29, It was

attended by 1,841 delegates from 68 coun-
and wonten of all races and na-

The World P;ea ce

{ries—men >
tionalities. It was addressed by prominent | the UN Charter. The sub-committee on \
fighters for peace, statesmen and public | Furopean security considered it necessary The Assembly had brought together repre-
figures, distinguished scientisls, men of | that the foundations for general collective | seniatives of different groups a;d b;-_.ﬁep 1t

{s, representatives of va. | securily in Europe be lajd in accordance | was like a lovely garden filled wiiha‘all

manner of flowers. It is our hope, said Kuo
Ma-jo, that this garden will thrive uninter-
ruptedly and that an ever-greater variety of
flowers will bloom in it. The Assembly had
met at a very important moment. Although
there was a téendency towarnds some relaxa-
tion of interndtional tension, yet the arms
d!’i\'e. dissension ' and differences, racjal
dxscri_mina!ion and especially the danger of
atomic war had by no means been removed
as yel.

Kuo Mo-jo emphasized that peaceable
peoples all over the world were giving clear
expression to their universal desire for the
fm'lhor relaxation of tension and were exert-
ing every effort to achieve their aim.

“We place the greatest hope in the Four-
Kuo Mo-jo.

118 P

letters and the ar
rious international organisations. Broad so-

cial strata and a large variety of political

trends were represented. _
Fdouard Herriot was elected Honorary

Chairman of the Assembly.

In the course of a free exchangs of views
the delegates examined the major probleitis
of the present international situation and put
farward suggestions and recommendations |
for safeguarding world peace. These discus-
sions took place in plenary meetings and in
the committees and sub-com-
by the Assembly.

ihe Assembly adopted 8
ng to the Uinited Nations

with the principles set forth in Bandung and
then in the Belgrade talks. It was also of
one mind on the need for the reunification
of Germany. The sub-committee on security
in Asia favoured the granting to the Chinese
People’s Republic of its rightful place in
Utto, the restoration to it of Taiwan as an
inseparable part of ‘its territory, observance
of the Geneva Agreements on the truce in
Indo-China, the convocation of a conference
of the countries concerned in the question
of Korea, peaceful selflement of the pro-
biems of Goa, West Irian, etc.

The report for the commitice on national
and peace was made by Saleh
{ Akil (Syria), for the committee an econoinic
| and soeial problems by Josue de Castro
(Brazil), for the commitice an enltural ex-
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its tenth anniversary.

Ul';{.iilfr::lifnn on :
Assembly held s

249 the

Titarn (‘("il‘
..... o

o T
t

 From the Soviet
Peace Committee

In accordance with the decision of the
Plgnur{l of the Soviet Peace Committee, 3
campaign has been conducted in the USSR
tC? CO‘!G’C'( signatures for the World Peace
P::al;fciéz Aplpealragainst atomic war pre- s
upgﬂe campaign took ' place amid a oreat
Duringre'tm‘ political and labour activity.
'méeth? its course hundreds of thousands of
couem&\’} \r\«e.re_ held in factories and mills,
S 0”-_(3 arms, educational estab!ishrpents
pas ) ices. In all, the Appeal was signed

y 123,543,604 Soviet citizens, a far greater -
number than signed the Stockholm Appeal
and the Appeal of the World Peace Couneil
for the conclusion of a Pact of Peace by
the Five Great Powers.

This campaign vividly demonstrated how
closely the Soviet people are rallied around
ih_elr Government and the Central Com-
ﬂslllffle of the Communist Party of the
Sm:get Union. At campaign meetings the
: oviet people detclared their unanimous
;’Ul_’bort for all the foreign policy measures
.aken by the Soviet Government in the
!1‘1tereqst of easing = international tension.
The Soviet people's desire for peace found
vivid ‘expression in the. mandate which
Fxfas gi\'etn b){q the fifth USSR Peace Con-
erence to the Soviet dele 5
Helsinki Peace Assembly. A

The Soviet people understand and sym-
pathise with the desire of all the ordinary
men and women in the world to avert
the outbreak of another war and secure
the peaceful coexistence of states with
different social and political systems. In
the course of the campaign, Soviel citizens
reaffirmed ‘their determination to continue
to co-operate with all peace forces in every
cc)}mtry so as to achieve these great ideals.

The results of the campaign bear witness
to the ardent support of all Soviet working

people for the World Peace Council's
Appeal ‘and  theit firm determination ‘lo
prevent atomic war and to work for the
rélaxation of international tension.
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Fiftieth Anniversary
of the “Potemkin”™
Revolt

Fifty years ago, on Jupe 27 1905 @&
revolt broke out on the batileship "Potem-
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FOR A LASTING PEACE, FOR A PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY!

Fridag, July 1, 1955, No. 26 (347)

Rumania’s economic progress in four and
a half years of the Five-Year Plan proves
< the correctness of the policy of the Ru:

vese

system and lay the foundations of Socialism,
.*"©ne of tHe most signijicant transiorma-
* Honis carried through during the years of
the first Five-Year Plan has been Ruma-
nia's . conversion from a backward agri-
_cultural country into a steadily developing
industrial-agrarian country. _
The decisive factor in this historic change
. is'the consistent fulfilment by the Party of
the Leninist principles of building Social-
ism. Applying these principles in practice,
cur Party is steadfastly working to accon-

/~plish the socialist indusirialisation of the

country, paying particnlar aftention to the
development of heavy industry, which is the
basis for the entire national economy and
the source of improving the well-being of
the working people. Our Party, now as in
the past, is guided by Lenin's teaching that
“the only possible material foundation for
Socialism is a large-scale machine industry
which is also capable of reorganising agri-
culture”. ;
*

In order correctly fo evaluate the pro-
gress ‘which has beel made in heavy in-
dustry during the Five-Year Plan, ope
should take info accotint the burdensome
heritage of the bourgeois-landlerd system.
Caring only for -maximum  profits, the
Rumanian bourgeoisie paid no  attention
to the utilisation of our country’s natural
resources, ot to the building of a power-
ful raw materials base which would
have made it possible to develop our
‘own heavy industry. Neglecling the na-
tional interests, the bourgeoisie did not
develop heavy industry, which requires
considerable capital investment and effort,
but invested only in those branches of
industry whichi returned immediate and
immense profits. It was quite prepared to
tolerate a situation which placed Rumania
in 4 position of economic dependence on
the Western monopalist groups which made
her merely one of their agrarian taw
material appenddges.

Despite the factthat the country possess-
88 considerable deposits of coal,
maximum coal owlput was no more than
3.2 million tons a yeat; iron ore was not
mined at all, and the mining of non-

ferfous  metals was mainly conifined {o
L gold,

The huge resources of power in the
cotintey were « practically untapped ;  the
capacity of power stalions in hourgeois-land-
lord  Rumania neéver exceeded 600,000
i kilowatts, or was only 0.04 kilowatts per
head of the population. y

As for the machine-building industry, this
was prdctically non-existent ; 99% of all the
-machines nsed in the couniry were ini-
porfed.

If betwden the first and second . world
wars the oil and timber industries made
some progress, this is explained exclusively
by the fact that {he Romanian bourgeoisiey
. i collaboration  with  Joreigr capitalist
ranonnalios sy SR 0 L e v S I e TR I

T e

manian. Workers’ Party, which is designed
~to meet the vital in{erests of the Rumanian
“people, strengthen the people’s-democratic

the .

Chivu Stoica
Member, Plitical Bureau of the C.C. .
of the Rumanian Workers’ Party ;

of Ministers, Rumanian People’s
Republic

* %
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of various means of transport. In the past

_few years we have carried out large-scale

construction of railways and modern high-
ways. In this connection the production of
locomotives was expanded, and a new, up-
to-date wagon-building works of large
production capacity has been built. The
output of lorries is being organised on a
mass-praduction basis. Simultaneously, due
to the reconstruction and extension of the
existing shipbuilding yards, we have enlarged
the material basis for water transport,
which has made it possible to hegin produc-
ing ships of small and medium tonnage for
river and sea transport. .
The coal and other mining industries (ex-

tracfing iron and non-ferrous ores and norn- |

metallic minerals) are provided with all the
necessary equipment produced in new
specialised factories. Because of the fact
that our pits now have numerous and
up-to-date machines and equipment, the
level of mechanisation of labour in the coal
industry has risen more than three times
compared with that of 1950, Thanks to the
introduction of modern fechnique a large
coalffeld in the Jiu Valley is now com-
pletely mechanised.

Agriculture has been and remains one
of the principal branches of Rumania's
national economy. The development of the
productive forces in agriculture, the ap-
plication of up-to-date methods of land
cultivation and the transition to large-scale
socialist farming require the intensified
mechanisation of agricultural labour. For

the successful fulfilment of this ftask, .
in four years of the Five-Year Plan,
we have created a mnational agricul-

tural machipe-building industry; 16 large
plants turn out only agricultural machinery
and implements. Instead of wooden
ploughs and other primitive  means
of labour characteristic of the countryside

under the bourgeois-landlord regime, modern -
technique is now employed in the fields

of Rumania. Last year's output of tractors
surpassed the 1950 figure by 50%, tractor-
drawn cultivators by 181% and tiractor-
drawn sowers by 261 %:.

During the first four years of the Five-
Year Plan large-seale capital construction

was begdn in all branches of the national ,

economy. This vast construetion prograrmme
is being carried out successfully becatse
the buildifig industry is provided with mo-
dern Riimanian-made machines and equip-
ment. Between 1948 and 1954 the technical
equipment supplied to the building industry
more fthan doubled while the general me-
chanisation of construction work increased
13 limes.

Rumania's considerable natural wealth
—methane, eil, salt apd coal-—provides a
rich raw materials base for the develapnient
of the chemical indiistry, and several large-
capaecily chemical works and plants were
put into operalion during the four years
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Dev elopmént of H-,eavy“., Industry
in the Rumanian

s Republic

At present a large 250,000 kw. thermo-
under. construc-
tion. We' have also built hydro-electric
power stations of medium capacity. The
construction’of a big hydro-electric power
station. with™ a permanent capacity of
210,000 kw. is now in progress in Moldavia.

With the construction of all these new
power  plants, the generating capacity of
our power industry has grown greatly;

today it exceeds the 1948 level hy 170%. -

- Benefiting' from the experience of the
Soviet Union and that of the more industri-
ally developed People’s Democracies, we
are steadily introducing the most advanced
technology into heavy industry.

The headway made by our couniry in
building and developing all branches of

. heavy indusiry would have been impossible

but for the fraternal, all-round and highly
qualified aid of the great Soviet Union. So-
viet scientific and technical institutes and
specialists helped fo train cadres for our
industry : planning engineers, technologists,

designers and production executives.

Deliveries from the Soviet Union and,

to some extent, from other fraternal peo-.

ple’s-democratic republics, have ensured

the supply of the most up-to-date machin-

ery to our heavy industry.

New technique has been introduced and
applied ; in this work our cadres have heen
given direct assistance in the factories by
Soviet specialists. Our people will forever

, be grateful to the great Soviet people for

their help.

The rapid development of industry and,

in the first place, heavy industry, under the
Five-Year Plan called for additional cadres
of all categories. The Party and the ‘Gov-
ernment therefore worked out a comprehen-
sive programine for training the necessary
cadres. The extensive network of schools
and higher educational establishments made
it possible to improve the qualifications
of hundreds of thousands of workers. Be-
tween 1950 and 1954 alone some 25,000
engineers, technicians and foremen were
trained at heavy industrial enterprises.

For the progtess made in socialist in-
dustrialisation in this period we have the
inspired labour of our workers, technicians
and engineers to thank.

The creative initiative of the workgrs
brings to light more and more possibi[ii'ms
for raising labour productivity by employing
advanced methods of work. At one of the
electrical machine works in Timigoara, for
instance, the workers are adopting 2
complex method ofsmefal turning, which
enables the foremost among them o exceed
{heir output quotas sevenfold in one
shift. Accordingly, their wapges have gone
up cmsiderz_xb!y.*;

Progressive
mechanical and assembly shops have
enabled the Semanitoarea Works (Buchar-
est) fo ‘achieve its Five-Year Plan target
six months ahead of schedule, increase its
output of agriculiural machines more than
sevenfold, and reduce the cost of production
by 32%.

The rapid rale of development of h«e:_wy
industry and particularly of machine build-
ing. has made it possible to .inerease the
praoduction of consumer goods for the popu-
lation and improve théir quality.. As 4
rationide was abolished ~ and  the
B L A S = P s | O Ty o EE 0 ad
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Duistanding Example of Servige fo-the Gause

of Peace, Democracy and Socialism

Comrade Wilhelm Pieck: Sixty Years of Revolutionary,

Public_and Political Activ:

On July 1 the working people of Germany,
and with them the entire international
working-class movement, all fighters for
pea}ce, democracy and Socialism, mark the
G0th
Wilhelm Pieck, President of the German
Democratic Republic and member of the
Political Bureau
Parly of Germany, started his revolutionary,
public and political activity.

Sixty years ago, on July 1; 1895, 19-year-
old Wilhelm Pieck joined the Social Demo-
cratic Party of Germany,

In Germany the period between 1895 and
1905 was marked by a great number of
strikes and other proletarian actions., In
these working-class battles, Pieck received
his baptism of fire as an aclivist in the
labour movement in Osnabrueck and Bre-
men. As the representative of his work-
mates, the carpenters, he led their struggle
and was victimised and blacklisted ; but
every fresh instance of terrorism on the part
of the employers only strengthened his mil-
itant spirit. That spirit, born of the revo-
lutionary traditions of the German working-
class movement and the harsh trials of the
class struggle, still distinguishes Wilhelm
Pieck today.

True to the principles of Marxism, Pieck,
whom the Bremen Purty organisation elected
its secretary in 1906, became a determined
opponent of opportunism and a faithful com-
rade-in-arms of the left-wing elements united
around Karl Liebknecht, Rosa Luxembiirg,
Franz Mehring and Cldra Zetkin,

Pieck was profotndly conscious of the ne-
cessity to arm the party of the working class
with the victorious weapon of revolu lonary
Marxism. At the Nuremberg Congress of the
Social Democratic Parly in 1908 he took a
strong line against the reformist “eritics”.
“They want to have weak-willed masses”, he
said, “which they could lead on a slring and
which would be unable to grasp the connec-
tion between historical facts, The Party has
every reason to declare war upon those
who for some years now have been syste-
matically trying to divert the workers from
the path that leads straight i the goal, and
turn them on to one that does' 'not lead to
the conquest of political power but only
serves to provide individual right-wing So-
cial Democrats and left liberals with a mass
base for their soecial-reformist ambitions.”

Through all those years Pieck cartied
on a staunch struggle against German
imperialism and its military preparations.
This anti-militarist, anti-imperialist strug-
gle was a national one in the best sense
of the word, a siruggle to save the nation
from the impending world war. When the
calastrophe nevertheless occurted in 1914,
Pieck resalutely and actively took his stahd
with- Karl Lieblknecht. '

Viadimir Ilyich Lenin thought highly' of
the activity of the German Socialisls whao
published the magazine Intérnational and
advanced, such miditant Slogans as that
of Liebknecht: “The main enemy i3 in
ofie’s own country”. The man who in the
early years of the war organised the
printing and distribution of International
and of the appeals and leaflets of Kar!
Liebknecht —and  Rosa Luxemburg was
Wilhelm Pieck. On May 28, 1915, he

i organised {he first women’s anti-war deon-
i stration,

during which The was arrested

and imprisoned,

Pieck enthusiastically acelaimed the vic-
tory of the @Great October Socialist Revo-
Iition i Russia won  under  Tenin'e

anniversary. of the date ofi = which ©

of 'the Socialist Unity |

the

- Otto Winzer

} Member, Central Committee,
Socialist ‘Unity Party of Germany

eIk

of it until the unification of the CPG and
the SDPG in 1946.

The postwar revolutionary crisis of

. 1918-1923 conironted the Party. with  the

need to mobilise the masses against in-
creasingly brazen reaction, and for the
struggle for “power. X

Following 'its merger with the Indepen-
dent Social Democratic Party: s the CPG
becante a truly mass arty, but it still lacked

necessary ideological. and political
tempering that it could acquire by master-
g the Marxist-Leninist teaching. As one
of the most loyal, tried and tested repre-
sentatives of the old guard of the “Spartacus
League”, Wilhelm Pieck 'also realised its
shortcomings ‘and errors; he endeavoured
to learn from the experience of the Com.
munist Party of the Soviet Union, and
irom its brilliant teacher and leader, Lenin,
how to convert the CPG into a militant
Marxist-Leninist Party capable of leading
the German * working” class to victory.

In the struggle against right-wing
capitulators and” “ultra-left” adventurists,
Ernst Thaelmann became the leader of the
Parl):. and it was under his guidance that
the CPG began to develop in%o a militant
Marxist-Leninist Party which, during the
course ol mass battles, acquired increasing
influence among the working class  ang
all working people.

To Willelm Pieck’s many-sided activi-
ties during these years belongs his work
as a revolutionary parliamentarian, As
deputy to the City Assembly of Greater
Berlin and deputy to the German Reichstag
he continued the finest traditions of reyvol.
tionary parliamentary tactics of which, in
Germarny, there weré sucly outstanding re-
presentatives as August Bebel and Wilhelm
and Karl Liebknecht. Wilhelm Pieck’s fight
inn parliament was indissolubly linked witi
his activities among the working masses.

At many mectings, rallies and talks he
used all his powers of conviction to create
a united front of the proletariat against
reaction and fascism,

However, the refusal of the ri ht-wi
Social Demacratic, leaders to estaﬁulishmg
united front obstructed the development of
the workers' fight outside parliament, and
conisequently made the victory of fascism
possible,

When, diuring the illegal struggle that
developed afterwards, Ernst Thaelmans and
Many other Communist leaders fell  into
the chitches of the fascisi assussins, Pieclk
in aceordance with the depision of the
Party leadership, had to leave the courntry
in order to direct the anti-fascist fight of
the Party. At the Brisssels Conference in
Octobet 1935 Wilhelm Pieck mapped oyt
a new path for the united striigple 1:,
overthrow the Hitler dictatorship, “on 4.
hasis of a profound analysis of the TN
for the defeat of the working clasy 3

of the new situation in Germany, z< \(‘j:llll‘:
as an dnalysis of the experience of {ha
international anti-fascist struggle, &
The Brusséls Conference elected 1
Ghairman of the CPG as deputy o r.-."?l
Thaelmann, who was then in n st

Drisan

Communist Party

-domination and of
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that time able to state his conviction that

«their striggle and their demands wol

largely determine the nature of the demo
cracy of the new system in Germany. T¢!

“years later his forecast proved correct I

Eastern Germany, where the unity of the

Working class with all progressive, demd

cratic forces was established. There, Wil
the aclive support of the masses, radic
democratic  transformations were carrie’
through, which ended the power of monopo
capital and the Junkers. It became PUSﬁibi-E'
on the ground thus cleared. to start 1
_luy the foundations of Socialism.

As President of the first German worke”
easant  stale, Wilhelm Pieck is today !
ving proof of the correctness of the pré
pects revealed to the working class by e

1 of Germany, with Pie®
playing the leading role. f

If was in fact the CPG, in its manifest
of June 11, 1945, which' [ajd before ¢
szrman_ people a definite programiie [ofl
gvercoming the consequences of Ntal.be

min; the wa se by Y
Hitlerites, together with ; lgiol{:-)rc;bﬁ"tmé fof
building a new, democratic and Seace-fo"i“g
Germany. It showed, ol

{ too, how this P
gramme could Hopae ity
of actinncof be carried ou through e

: the two workers’ ies A7
the rallying of all the at:f{-bfﬂs?:?;fi- dem ™
f:at_:f: torces.” When, at the Merger Cﬂn;
E?th of the Party, Wilhelm Pieck held olle

is hand to' Otio Grotewohl to seal i

Wity reached there, he was fulfilling Ef°
hiaelmann’s behest ang at the same tM

T.Pltonnsmg the remarkable results of hw]
jong years:ol strugble to heal the spit. "
Sc? _wiqu:-ng _c:!ass. Now, at the head of lll:b-
‘CX(fl'lla‘ ist L.mly_ Party of Germany, kri
Sh_mlrr all bhis untiring efforts  towaf%
orpn Btiening it ideologically, politically 4"
mﬁ'ﬁfnsatmnally, and Converting it i“m{;
acki"m't Marxist-Leninist Party,” capabl® ¢

at and complex tacks.

Piecllli?s Cf!f‘l have no coneeplion of Wilhe\”f
into aseannr N0 Struggie unless one tak®
national praliig 0% tes with the nifh

i coelariat  and ki articular!
Q. mglé“{r Ié_lﬂltude towards tha fh!)st;‘tl‘.l)l\:ltilldcr’
the s()\flis;f;”f},ﬁﬁﬁ "i"f‘i‘kers and peasants &
Party. »1ed by their ‘Communi®

As the represeniativ ‘
Pieck participated ‘ij:t]“tﬁ of the CPG, Wﬂhe“"&

y ; € Work of ref1ets
and .1[:()”5[655&3 of tha re?ti-al} o.rlcnnfm_eﬂci.!
nearly all the countries of 1. 0@l parties o

'LL“'QIJQ. In ][L]
o' disciss wit
» Benius gf the intel

1t was his good forfune
Vladimir Tlyich Leninp
national proletariat, ‘
: S e 0e probleme en
-9 s of er
;;:ﬁt th?\}‘tﬂg f”]fO’_n Nasg re\-'oltct;,i]‘::lﬂr-"
(‘PGYl AS % EO_I lllu. “fl)l"esr.\.m.-m\»c :f {he
L:' on_the .\‘tml.tl\;u Cmrnnitt-. ; {he
omrmunist Internation g o R e of " §
elecied a member iy ‘,‘w'["'h he Al
personal esperience what e Knows fran
rendered to  the Yo f o MG

help was
movement on eve casi

waorkin Z-class

£ CTY Qtcasion, By wear {
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the Western monopolist groups which made
her merely oune of theic agrarian  raw
material appendages,

Despite the fact that the country possess-
é8 considerable depastts of ‘coal, the
maximum codl otitput was no more than
8.2 million tons a year; iron ore was not

mined at all, and the mining of non- |

ferfons - metals was mainly  confined to
gold,

The huge resources of power in the
couritry  were  practically untapped ; the

capacity of power stations in bourgeois-land-

lord  Rumania néver exceeded 600,000
- kilowalts, or was enly 0.04 kilowalts per
head of the population. J

As for the machine-building industry, this
was practically non-existent ; 99% of all the
machines used i the country were im-
ported.

It between the first and second world
wars the oil and timber indusiries made
sonie progress, this is explained exclusively
by the fact that the R¥manian bourgeoisie,
in collaboration with foreign capitalist
monopolies, was interested in amassing
enormous prolits through the rapaciotts ex-
ploitation of this rich natural wealth of our
countiry.

The Party and the people's-democratic
.state have carried out resolute 'measures
to develop heavy industry and, above all,
ferrous mietallurgy (steel production) and
machine building, which determine the de-
velopment of other branches of the na-
tional economy. Special attention has also
been given to expanding the output of
coal, iron ores, eleetric power, increasing
transport and the production of building
materials, all of which has provided a
firm basis for making progress in agri-
culture and in the light and food indus-
iries and for expanding the production of
goods for mass consumption.

The line of the Party and the Government
for the priority development of heavy in-
dustry is being carried out successfully.

Today important changes have taken
place in the structure of industry, which
have led to the proporiion of heavy industry
products in relation to the total volume of the
output of socialist industry being increased
to 60%." Compared with 1950, the, gross
output of socialist industry by 1954 had
risen 929%. The extent of the priority de-
velopment of lieavy industry can be judged
by the fact that the production of the
means of production  in this period went
up by 101.4%, while the production of
consumer goods increased by 82.1%.

This progress would have been impossible
without the creation, in our couniry
of a machine-building industry which, com-
pared with other industries, is deyelop-
ing at an accelerated rate. The neéed
for priority development of the machine-
building industry was diclated by the ever-
growing need of the country for the ma-
chines required in reconstructing: and ex-
tending the technical foundation of differ-
ent branches of industry, agriculture and
transport. -

One of the main tasks of the Five-Year
Plan was to provide the couniry with ifs
~own means of equipping the oil indusiry.
This task has been successiully fulfilled,

and Rumania even turns out oil equipment
in excess of the couniry’s requirements. This
extension of the fechnical base of the oil in-
dustry has made it possibie to exploit the
“deposits already discovered, to search for
and tap new deposiis of oil in Moldavia,
Muntenia, Ollenia and other areas, and this
in turn has enabled us to increase our oil
oufput 24 times as compared with 1948,

The rapid development of all branches
‘of our national economy called also for a
coénsiderable extension of. rail, road and
water transport. That is why during these
years the machine-building indusiry has
‘been vigorously expanding the production

PR ED au PUHTILIITVE
of labour characteristic of the countryside

under the bourgeois-landlord regime, modern
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Aechnique is now employed in the fields

of Rumania. Last year's ouiput of tractors
surpassed the 1950 figure by 50%, iractor-
drawn cultivaters by 1819 and tractor-
drawn sowers by 261%.

During the first four years of the Five-
Year Plan large-scale capital construction

was begin in all branches of the natiohal

economy. This vast construction programime
is being carried out successfully becausé
the building industry is provided with mo-
dern Rumdnian-made tnachines and equip-
ment, Belween 1948 and 1954 the technical
equipment supplied to the building indusiry
more than doubled while the genéral me-
chanisation of consfruction work imcreased
13 times.

Rumania’s considerable natural wealth
—methane, oil, salt and coal—provides a
rich raw materials base for the development
of the chenical industry, and severdl large-
capacity chemical works and plants were
put inlo operation during the four years
of the Five-Year Plan. To guarantee the
further long-range development of this in-
dustry, the machine-building industry has
provided it with the necessary equipment
and machines.

Under bourgeois-landlord rule one could
ot even think of electrical equipment being
produced in our country. All we had were
a few stall repair shopsi Now this is a
special branch of our industry, comprising
a large number of new plants that turn out
a variety of electrical equipment, including
powerful. transformers, and hydraulic and
steam {urbines. :

With the creation and development of
heavy industry, especially machine build-
ing, it became possible to equip the light
and food industries with the latest "ma-
chinery.

Our Party and Government continue to
pay special attention to increasing the
production of metals, allocating consider-
able material’ and financial means for re-
constructing and extending the capacity of
the existing steel foundries. New ferrous
metallurgy projects are now under comn-
struction.

During the four years of the Five-
Year Plan we built a number of up-to-dale
automatic blast furnaces of large capacity
and several open-hearth furnaces; now we
are building a large coking plant and three
big rolling mills, including two for steel
shapes and one tube mill. The output of pig
iron, steel and rolled metal has more than
trebled under the Five-Year Plan.

However, despitethis appreciable develop-
ment of ferrous. metallurgy, the country's
steel output does not yet meet the require-
ments of the machine-building industry in
full, so that part of the steel we need has fo
be imported. Ta satisfy all the requirements
of ihe econoiny with Rumanian-produced
steel, we shall in future also devole a great
deal of attention to increasing the output
of coal and iron ores.

Our country has made good progress in
developing its coal industry. By 1954 coal
output was 90% above the 1948\ figure.

The coal industry has at last begun to supply

coking coal. The Party and the Government

are now giving special attention to expand- |

ing the output-of iron ores and measures
are simultaneously being taken fo ensure
the continued development of the production
of copper, zinc, tin, gold and other metals.

The development of all branches of the
economy and the all-round mechanisation
of production processes demand an increas-
ed output of electric power. The Party and
the Govérnment consider the carrying out
of the country's electrification plan as
their most important task. In the past few
years ‘a greal number of thermo-clectric
power slations with capacities ranging
from 25,000 to 125,000 kw. have been built.
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The creative initiative of the workers
brings to light mote and more possibilitics
for raising labour productivity by employing
advanced methods of work. At one of the
eluctr-ic‘al.mﬂqhine works in Timisoara, for
instauce,  the workers are adopting a
complex method of~metal turning, which
enables the foremost among them to exceed
their - output quotas seveniold in  ope
shift. Accortlingl}<, their wages have gone
up considerably.

Progressive methods
mechanical and assembly shops have
enabled the Semiindtoarea Works (Buchar-
@st)  to vachieve its Pive-Year Plan target
six months ahead of schedule, increase its
output of agricultural machines miore than
seveniold, and reduce the cost of production
by 32%.

The rapid rate of development of heavy
industry and particularly ef machine build-
ing has made it possible to increase the
production of consumer goods for the popu-
lation and improve théir gualily. As a
result rationing was abolished and the
prices of consumer goods were reduced.

Thanks 1o the seliless efforts of the
working class, working peasantry and in-
telligentsia, thanks to the concern oi the
Party and the Government for the well-
being of the people, the standard of living
of the working people of the Republic is
constantly rising. ;

There are, however, still shortecomings
and difficulties in the development of
heavy industry. The training "of skilled
cadres and mastering of new techniques
lag far behind the development of the ma-
terial and technical base of the national
economy. Some of our factory executives
have an inadequate knowledge of the prin-
ciples of production organisation —and
a poor knowledge of technical matters. For
this reason at such factories the established
technological standards and technical disci-
pline are frequently disregarded and the
rhythmic schedule of production is wviolated.

Extremely acute in all branches of heavy
industry is the question of fully utilising all
technical equipment, particuiarly new equip-
ment. There are still quite a number of
managers who make demands on the Gov-
ernment for new technical equipment for
their factories but display no initiative and
take mo technical and organisational mea-
sures to utilise economically and fully the
equipment they already have.

The leading cadres in production, the
engineers and technicians, must work
resolutely to eliminate shortcomings ‘in the
utilisalion of new technique, for higher
labour p_roductivi{ty. depends not only  on
the level of a: factory’s technical equipment,
but on the use made of available machinery
and equipment.

We must sirengthen labour = discipline,
improver the organisation of labour and
technical ' control in order to raise the
quality of output and increase the authority
and responsibility of foremen as the direct

leaders and organisers of production, who

bear the primary responsibility for plan
fulfilment right in the shops.

We must put an end to any tendency to
run things simply by issuing orders and to
elements of bureaticracy in the management
of factories and . shops; we must fight
against exiravagance, sirive to economise on
raw materials, fuel and eleclricity, raise
production quotas and steadily reduce the
cost of production. This will make it possi-
ble to increase socialist accumulation and
the output of high-quality and cheaper
consutmer goods.

True fo Marxist-Leninist teaching,. the
Rumanian Workers' Party will continue to
attach paramount importance to the develop-
ment of heavy indusiry—the fundamental
basis for the building of Socialism and for
the economic might and defence capacity of
ottr homeland, and the source of a steady
rise in the living standards of the working
people.

of work in its’
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base for their soecial-eformist aml'm:rm.n.
Throtigh all those years Pieck f'm'rled
on ' a staunch struggle agalnst German
imperialism and its military Pre_pnratmna.
This anti-militarist, anli-_unpermimt sfrug-
gle was a national one in the best :?er'me
ai the word, a struggle to save the n'dtlt(lm
from the fmpending world war. \l{hc.tlt”;r:
calastrophe nevertheless occur.rm’i}t.r} Ry
Pieck resolutely and actively took his st

! with Kael Lieblnecht.

Viadimir Ilyich Lenin thought hjghly of
the aectivity of the Germarn Socialists wha
published the magazine International and

ddvanced such miitant slogans as that
of -Liebknechtz “Ehe main ‘efémy - i5 i
one’s own country™. The man who in the
early years of the war organised the
printing and

distribution of International
and of the appeals and

{eaflets of Karl

i "~ Rosé emblirg was
Liehlkmeckt and” Rosa Luxemburs :
Wilhelm Pieck. On May 28, 1915, he
organised tie first women's anti-war denion-
stration, during

which he was arresie
and imprisoned.

Pieck enthusiastically acclaimed the vie-
tory of the Great Ocfober Soecialist Re_v?-
lution in Russia, worn under  Lenins
brilliant leadership. And when the condi-
{iohs fof a decisive struggle for an 1m-
mediate end to the war and the carrying

through of a people’s revolution were
maturing in Germany, he hastened to
Berlin, where he became one of the

thost active participants in the siibsequent
rzgot!u?ionarypbattlez. He p‘_res]ded over thc;
meetings of the Constituent Congress ©
the Commugiist @ Party of Germany and.
was elected a member of the Central
Committee of the CPG, remaining a member

i for the
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Meeting of Central
Committee, Communist
Party of Belgium

On Juiie 18 and 19 the Central Com-
mittee of the Communist Party of Belgium
met in Brussels.

It heard and discussed a report on the
political situation given by Comrade Gerard:
Van Moerkerke, Secretary of the Party.

The meeting unanimously _adopted a re-
solution calling on the working class and
all working people of Belgium fo unite
in the struggle for their demands and for
peace,

“It is the honourable task of the Com-
munists”, reads the resolution, “to wage,
at the head of the working people and all
democrats in the country, a passionate
struggle for the people’s demands and the
triumph ‘of the cause of peace.”

POPULARISATION
OF THE PROGRAMME OF THE
BRAZILIAN COMMUNIST PARTY
IN LATIN AMERICA

A pamphlet containing the Programme of
the Communist Party of Brazil and the re-
port given by Comrade Luiz Carlos Prestes
{o the Fourth National Congress of the
Brazilian Communist Party was recently
published in Spanish by the Communist
Party of Venezuela.

The pamphlet is entitled “Experienice for
the Peoples of America” and was issued
as a supplement to the newspaper Noticias
de Venesuela. As its foreword points out, it
has been published in order to make known,
throughout those countries of the American
continent where Spanish is spoken, the
revolutionary experiences of the Brazilian
people and their Communist Party.

The foreword stresses that the Programme
of the Brazilian Communist Party marks
the beginning of a new stage in the creative
application of Marxism to the conditions
obtaining in a Laiin American country,
and points ‘out that this esperienice can
be ufilised by the other fraternal peoples of
Latin America because they are confronfed
by the satne enemy—U.S. imperialism—and, -
in general, have similar economic, social
and political problems.
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- Membership b

Recently, and particularly, since

conclusion of the :
{ltere has been an increase
ment of new members to
Party in Austria. More thaq 50
have joined the Party in Favoriten
District), most. of whom are y_oung
ers. In Modling (Vienna Distriet);
weecks alone, 25 new members were a
ed to the Party. In only a few d
people joined in Graz. The Part}'“_
at the glassworks in Brunn enrolié
men and women workers.

These new Communists
Party is advancing along th

11

' isi th
rrving out the decisions of ihell?i
Coll?grceis ycl)f gthe French _Commymst _Pt:nitq){,
the Maison-Blanche Section (ljjth Dis I‘G]:
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ing a united front of waorking

national - independence. This section has

bic Party organisation with a
Ef:r?lg‘:rsgipjo% 919, gf whom 512 !)qlnng4(t}0
35 factory branches and the remaiing
to 18 area branches. Thi Z
in one of the industrial districts of Paris,
where there are many
as the S.N.E.C.M.A,, and the Pan
4900 workers, and where the worl
p']c are rich in revolutionary {raditions.

Five new factory Dbranches have been
formed this year and 78 working people
have joined: the Party, of whom 53 went
into factory and 25 info area branches.
At the A.O.LP. factory, which  has
1,200 workers, four Party branches are
to uphold the in-
der the

hard with
king peo-

terests of the working people un

: ST
slogan of a united front of Communists

and Socialists. More than 30 .work'ers in
this factory have joined the Party in two
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France-USSR  Society, the Tenangy
the French Union of Repupf,,
French Young Girls” [
and the French Womern’s ‘.Union. Thisje&i;
{he card exchange meeting beeame
affair of the whale neighbourhood. Elevgy
people joined the Pari;{ at_.’thls meptins
The number of members taking an gefi
part in' Party work is constantly grow
Much attention is paid by the Setﬂﬁ!‘
committee to publicising examples of ool
experiences, to making a deeper sludy}f‘t_
the ,situation .in each branch ; it adpyet
appropriate measutes to eliminaie short,
comings. It Tecently decided to send Somed
of its members fo the Panhard works, w
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FOR ‘A LASTING PEACE, FOR A PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY!

————

- Uno Anniversary Session

Finishes

In San Francisco, on June 26, the special
séssion of the United Nations Organisa-
tion, devoied to the tenth anniversary of
the signing of its Charter; concluded its
Work. At its meetings declarations were
Mmade by the heads of delegations of 60

Uno member-states.

its Work

At the June 23 meeting statements were
made by Stanislaw Skrzeszewski, Foreign
Minister and head of the delegation from
the Polish People’s Republic, and on June
24 by Vaclav David, head of the delegation
of the Czechoslovak Republic and Czecho-
slovak Foreign Minisfer.

Statement by Stanislaw Skrzeszewski

Having noted certain positive elements in
no's activities, S. Skrzeszewski drew the
dlfention of the delegates to the grave
shortcomings in the work of the United
ations during the past ten years. These,

said, had arisen because certain reat

Powers had departed from the path of in-
®fnational co-operation and agreed action
laid down by the United Nations Charter ;
ey had endeavoured to convert the United

ations into an instrument for 1mposlpir;

Etisions which weré pot in accord with
the Charter, and which hindered the solu-
o0 of many international problems. =

He drew attention to the fact that Una’s
activities were weakened because of tihe
Obstacles stiil placed im the way of the
tg_rgzat Chinese people enjoying their legi-
Mate’ rights in Uno. :

The Uiited Nations has thus far been
Unable {0 solve a whole number of impor-
4nt questions, including those of banoing
diomic and hydrogen weapons and reducing

Hrmﬂments_ : . g3
Constructive efforts in this direction h?&f; e
been resisted by those who, A-clenympih 2
Possibility of coexistence, took the pa e
Var preparations, forming .a‘gg'ressv.ref 5
itary ‘blocs and creating a metwork of 1
Udry bases on foreign territory.
he Polish representative pointed ogt “rki}::%
teat jmportance of th?' 1113{2?2&{‘3 Onew
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Possibili‘ti:i;1 fgr Psol\'ing this momentous
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Mean. that its. enemies have &IVen llp! Al
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o peace among the peoples. In particular
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they are endeavouring to exploit the re-
vengeful forces in Western Germany so
as to create a hotbed of war in Europe.
That is why fthe decision to conclude a
Treaty of « Friendship, Co-operation and
Mutual ~Assistance, taken by the states
participating in. the Warsaw  Conference
on Safeguarding Peace and Security in
Europe constitutes a major contribution to
the cause of peace. This Treaty, cmph-usw:cd
the Polish Foreign Minister, is a lleiensw-.:.
one, concluded solely in the interests oi
peace in Europe, and moreover it is in com-
plete conformity with the United Nations
Charter. The fact that the Treaty is open to
all European states underlines our belief
that coexistence and co-operation between

states withi diverse social = systems is
possible. S ¥ #
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“ability to display inftiative

© Italian Industrial ‘Workers Figm;"
for their Freedom and Dignity

The working conditions of Italian in-
dusirial workers are deteriorating day by day.
Already for several years a sharp sitruggle
has been developing in all factories and
mills, particularly the ‘larger ones, where
the workers are fighting against intensified
exploitation and in defence of their health,
their rights, which are trampled underfoot,
and their dignity, which is outraged by the
arbitrary actions of employers motivated
only by greed for bigger profits. The
industrialists are unwilling fo reconcile
themselves to the existence of a strong,

. organised workers' movement, capable of

opposing the will of the employers and
fighting staunchly for the trade union and
social demands of the workers.

The onslaught on the working class and

its achievetents and liberties is being

carried out in accordance with the plan

worked out by the monopolists dominating
the Confindiistria (Italian Confederation oi
Industrialists). By dealing a blow at the
working class, its parlies and its united
trade union organisation, the Italian Con-
federation of Labour, both the home and
foreign monopolists are seeking fo strike
a hlow at the leading force of the working
people and the masses, which is fighiing
for national independence, freedom and
peace and at the same time stubbornly
struggling for the realisation of the struc.
tural reforms provided for in the Repub-
lican Constitution.

The Confindustria is doing its utmost
to aggravate the split in the workfng class,
and thus to defeat the working peo-
ple, bring them to  their knees, a_nd
thereby to deprive ihe united. trade union
organisation of the working class of its

and offer resis-
tance to super-exploitation, to dePrivg t!m
working class of political. perspective in its
common struggle for structural reforms
which would promote the extension of_defrm-
cracy and open up the way to Socialism.

With the development of political events
and of the trade union_mnvement Jin
the couniry, the ambitious plan of the Confin-
dustria has matured. This plan openly
iirges the need to: .

a) base the a‘ciivity df the  organisa-
tion on a policy of splitting the \.workmg
class and- give maximum material and
political support to those tr'ade union
leaders who “do not engage in politics
and are ‘‘conscious of the interests of the

employers” ;
b) launch an ;
Commissions and thus deprive the workers

of one of their major gains=—afn e‘ffective
weapon for maintaining unity in  the
factories ;

c) display, at
flexible attitude
g:}?;?ic;? ;alafiqn “these are unrealisable
and that the umited trade tnions n‘m_ast r’c-
{reat and take Up ﬂ}f: same po::hon -.'is
the splitiing trade union OIt':.rm—u:-ai|(|]_)r1:slj !
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| active trade unionists from the rest af

One employer, Falck,
is threatening to sack
those workers who have
been the victims of
a number of accidents.
Over-all statistics show

*

Arturo Colombi

Secretariat "Member,
Italian Communist Party

among the factories
owned by this mono-
poly the managementk
would take into acecounit
the degree of the
workers’ loyalty to it.

that an increase . in *x *® ATt : 3

industrial accidents is \ é}i‘ﬂii]ilgfiog:?dﬁac‘lm:i'r—l

general -leoughout the whole of Ttaly. | posed such methods of intimidation, the
Not infrequently the employers take | management at the OM works was com-

measures {o “reduce surplus personnel” by
quietly discharging workers with their
“consent™. Aged, infirm and sick workers,
together  with  those ~ who are not
liked by the emiployers, are herded into
a special, already crowded, shop where
many of them either have nothing to do or are
forced to do unproductive or humiliating
work., Only a few of these workers return
to productive work, the others, having lost
hope, humiliated and aware that in the long
run they will be sacked, consent to receive
4 gratuity and “voluntarily” leave {the
factory. This system, incidentally, is a
convenient screen by means of which the
capitalists conceal the widespread occupa-
tional and other discases resulting from
harmful working conditions or from ex-
cessive strain at worlk.

All this is giving rise to deep discontent
among the workers, and from time to time
restlts in protest strikes. For example, the
workers at the Magneti Marelli works in
Crescenzago conducted a joint struggle for
more than fifly days because of repeated
accidents in which many women workers
injured their hands. Of late the umited trade
unibns have done much more fo expose bad
working conditions in the factories, and the
recent decisions of the Italian Confederation
of Labour are aimed at making the struggle
for protection of the health of the working
people, which is closely linked with the
strugple against super-exploitation and the
defenice of their rights, a major task in
trade union activity.

This is because the workers feel that
their interests are not being properly defend-
ed by their organisations. Even our activists
in the factories: often underestimate the
discontent of the masses. Yeb experience
proves that ome has only to base oneseli
on some incident that exhausts the workers’
patience, and their pent-up indignation
bursts forth, unleashing a poweriul wave

il

The Factory Commissions..are an effec-

tive common weapon for the defence of the
workers from arbitrary actions and from
super-exploitation. That is why the industrial-
ists are intensifying their offensive against
them. By interpreting in whatever way they
please the agreement on the Commissions
which was concluded by the trade unions
and the Confindustria and by deliberately

violating the letter and spirit of the agree-:
ment, the industrialists are doing their uiniost’)
to create conditions which would make the .
work of the Commissions impossible. In'

violation of the ‘agreement, Commission niem-

hers are sacked on the slightest pretext z:

if they ftake part in sirikes, make a
speech to the workers or write an
article Bxposing the repressive system of the

“employers. Where there is no other prefext

ihe employers resort to eutright provecation.

. One of their favourite methods is to com-

pletely  isolate Commission members and
the

AR AT

‘discharged some

pelled to abandon these measures.

V.

The blackmail which accompanies orders
placed by NATO is the latest invention on
the U.S. pattern, In connection with.the Com-
mission elections at his plant, hnrletti, de-
claring that he “was not going to interfere”

' with the affairs of his workers, announced

at the same {ime that he would sack 600
of them if the election list of the united
trade union got the majority of the votes
again. To give more weight {o his threat he
abolished overtime and told 400 young
people hired under the notorious short-term
contracts that, in the event of the wictory
of the Communists, they would be the first
to be dismissed {rom their jobs. The older
workers - were also told that when the dis-
missals. took place they would be sacked
first. ;

The industrialist Innocenti acted even
more brazenly. On trumped-up pretexts he
100 advanmced workers
before the elections, workers who, in the
main, were the political and trade union
cadres of the factory. He promised millions
of lire if the candidates of the FIOM 1{ist

]

“voluntarily” withdrew their names. At the

same time he declared that if the list of the
Catholic trade unions did not get the ma-
jority of the votes he would have to sack
another 400 workers. In the event of the
victory of the Catholic trade unions, he
promised a bonus of 5000 lire to every
worker, He sent letters to the working
people’s wives which, in part, read: "It is
up to you alone whether your family shall
know neither starvation nor poverty in the
future.” ‘

Very similar developments occurred at the
Vittoria factoryin Padermo Pugnano, where
the employer told his workers : You can go on
being either Communists or Socialists, but
if you want the factory to receive orders
and are nnwilling to lose your jobs, you must
vole so as fo ensure a majority for the
Catholic trade unions on the election list.
However, despite the flecting success of the
Catholic frade unions, orders were not placed
with the Vittoria factory. The real reasen
for the non-fulfilment of this promise was
given by two American journalists who went
to interview the workers. “Why didn't we get

 the orders?” asked the workers. “Because

millions of American workers are unemploy-
ed”, replied the journalists. “If orders are

. placed with your factories we shall be com-

pelled o elose a number of factories in our

own country and thousands of American

workers will be dismissed. America has
already made big sacriiices for you Halians,
without obtaining any political result..”
The Viltoria workers, even those who
were intimidated and yielded to this foul
hlackmail, have now regained iheir unity
and their confidence’ in their strength. They
carried an strikes and demonstrations in de-
fence of their rights in the factoty, demand-
ing the production of gaods for peaceful

speed-up

the united trade umion list increased from..
78% lo 86Y%. This is also confirmed by:
the big wvictory won by the Italian Cons
federation of ~ Labour ~among  the,:{rdm;
workers of Milan. [k e

V.
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‘The [Italian working class'-is f\fl!y'- %

aware that, thanks to the greater strength’
of the united trade union organisation the
right to better working conditions can be
won and upheld through struggle. ‘Even
those workers who, being intimidated. and
misled, vote for the Catholic tride umioh;’,
know_' that {he only organisaiion which
consistently defends the economic, palitical
and. moral interests of the workers is the .

Italian Confederation of Labour. Precissgjs

for this reason, in the most decisive strag®
oles _the_y unite with their class brothers.
And if it is true that the direct'economic
results of the struggle were not in -all
cases commensurate with the efforts exerted
and the losses suffered, it is equally true
:}hat the struggle was not in vain: first,
ecause it made it possible to defend
gains already won, secondly, because it
Pll'evented arbitrary actions by the em-
fvgrylfrs- and thirdly because it steeled the
i ers and_ their organisations, which,

3( accumulating rich experience in every
:v,ruggle, are preparing the conditions for
a united counter-offensive by the workers
against the monopolists and their system
of exploitation and oppression.

The working people are becoming aware
fhaﬁ stch questions as the defenice of the
individual, the protection of labour and
the freedom and dignity of factory workers
are becoming more and mote decisive and
signiticant and go far beyond the purely
trade union fight for higher wages. The
?_truggle for higher wages and new coilec-
'cwe agreements has to be waged simul-
aneou's[y with the fight against arbitrary
cuts in piecework paymen{ and against
and hellish tempos of work which
are the prime cause of industrial accidents
occupational discases and physical fatigua:
oiten resulting in ‘serious illness and pre-
mature old age. The struggle for the right
to negotiate with the employers on wage
rates must be carried on simultancously
with the struggle against the hiving  of
workers through ecclesiastical organisa-
tions, on the basis of short-termn agree-
ments and other forms.

The defence of the individual, his dignity
and liberties, in the plants themselves, is
assuming ever-grealer, first-rate importatce
it the minds of the working people. They
are certain that the main prerequisite for
the development of activily by the trade
tniofis is the struggle against the arbitrary
actions of the employers. This strugele can
only be successful if {rade union activity is
centred : on  questions of  principle ‘and
is, carrieds con rstubbornly and deteps
ntinedly, making usé of all available meathods
of warking-class struggle. Otherwise there
arises the danger that a section of e
more hackiard workers may retreat to the
position of Supporting a  poliey of class
coltaboration as advocated by the Catholio

trade unions. They 'would do this, not from

political: conviction; but because of inauffi-
cient confidence in the possibility of achiev-
ing siuceess in the struggle against the
mn{ﬂuyers at that pacticitar moment: A
well-organised fight breeds among the wark-

in reople onfidence it victor
_u_!.zll..-.! :;] SR ..:[i.l.. a_,l.._.L.l.l1tz..:.\IL.'hn‘.v fltil‘l
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Luropean couniries independently to decide
their own late for the first time in their
history, and to take t{he path of people's
democracy,

The coutitries of people’s

e Coutit democracy and
the Soviet Union have es 4

H 7 tablished co-opera-
tion 0n a wide stale, co-aperation that is
1‘\;1.5(‘11 on state sovereignly, indissolubte
friendship and selfless fraternal help, and
which is a valuable contribution to preserv-
ing peace and a practical. application of
{he principles and aims of the United Na-
{ions Charter.

The U.S. representalive, said the head of
the Czechoslovak delegalion, considered it
necessary in his speech to reiferate intoler-
able allegations in rtelation to the Peo-
ple's Democracies. It is to be regreited
that such  aliacks should occur at the
Anniversary  Session, since ~they only
serve ihe aims of the cold war, aims not
in keeping with the tasks and objects of
Uno. The peoples of Czechoslovakia, who
have never enjoved such complete freedom
and jndependernce as they” do now, will not
4 g one to interfere in their internal

allow anyone S an €T

airs.
aff’rhE peoples of the world long for peace.
Al the same time we see that the ruling
circles of certain Uno member-states are
forming ageressive blocs, extending the
arms drive, builcl!ng military bases on foreign
tertitory, WHipping up war propaganda,
urging the use of A and H-bombs, violating
the sovereignty of other countries and inter-
fering in their internal affairs. Such a policy
represents a4 grave threat {o peace and the
security of the world.

It is quite natural - that peace-loving
peaples, including the people of Czecho-
slovakia, should believe it absolutely essen-
tial that they {ake appropriate measures to
guaraniee their own -security and peaceful

peace-loving states.

The Czechoslovak people, Tiving next
ddor to Germany, are vitally interest-
ed in the seltlement of the Cerman

qiiestion. Czechoslovakia maintaiis friendly
relations with  the German Demhocratic
Republic and' is prepared to notmalise her
relations with the German Federal Republic.

Czethoslovakia has always worked for the
strengthening of the United Nations Organi-
sdtion,: and @ for . this  reason  cannot
accept an abnormal . situation in which
one of the Five Great Powers; the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China, representing, as
it does, 600 million people, is without a
place in Uno and, in particular; in the Se-
curity Couneil,

V. David siressed that close ep-opera-

tion and complete confidénce were essential !

among all the member-states of Uno if
the urgent tasks were to be settied. First
and foremost this was essential among the
permanent members of the Security Council.
The proposals made by the Soviet Govern-
ment on May 10 embody concrete mea-
sures which would eliminate distrust amoeng
states and provide broad possibilities for
reaching agreement on highly important
guestions—the reduction of armameénts and
armed forces, ‘the prohibition of atomic
and other weapons of mass annihilaiion,
and the establishment of international con-
trol over the carrying out of these measures.

*

Speeches were made at the concluding
meeting of the Anniversary Session by
former chairmen of 4he UN General
Assembly. Those taking part in the Session
unanimously endorsed the statement made
by Van Kieffens, Chairman of the Anniver-

sary Session, in which he summarised iis
significance.
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Construction of a NéwRéilWay in Yugoslavia

In the autumn of 1952 the construction
of the Belgrade-Bar railway began. It is
510 km. long, and will go underground for
80 km. of this distance. The length of its
bridges over: rivers and mountain gorges
will total some 9km. As many as 75,600
million dinars will be invested in the con-

struction of this project, the biggest in the
couniry.

The new railway will be in full
operation in five years’ time, ie. in 1960.
However, the terminal sections (Belgrade-
Valjevo, 92 km., and Titovograd-Bar, a6
km.) will be in use by the end of this year.
The largest tunnel (some 4 km. long), near

Belgrade, and five railway stations on the

Belgrade-Valjevo section have been com-
leted already.

\ Once the Belgrade-Valjevo section of the
railway comes into use, the supply of coal
o the indusirial enterprises and inhabitants
of the capital will improve considerably,
because this section will pass through the
largest coalfield in Serbia, situated in the
Kolubara basin. !
The completion of the Belgrade-Bar rail-
way will realisé a long-standing dream
of the peoples of Yugoslavia: to connect
the capital with the Adriatic coast by the
shortest possible route. The new railway
will haye great economic significance for
. the country. In particular it will promote
the better utilisation of the country’s hydro-
electric resources. It is planned to build 13

hydrag-electric stations along the Lim River
alone. .

_Wweapon

L political

The people of the Democraiic Republic of Viet Nam give their ardent support

i Appeal of the

Bureau of the World Peace Council.
~ (capital of the Republic) appending fheir signatures.

to the

Above: Scientists in Hanoi

&) base the activity of the  organisa-
tinn on a policy of splitting the working
class and  give maximum material and
political support 1o those trade union
leaders who “do not engage in polities”
and are “conscious of the interests of the
enployers” : . :

b) launch an ‘attack on fhe Faetory
Commissions and thus deprive the workers
of one of their major gainss—an effective

for maintaining  unity in the
faetories ;- : :

¢) display, at whatever the cost, an in-
flexible attitude towards the demands of

the workers for higher wages, and give’

them' {o understand that in the present
situation these are unrealisable
and that the united trade unions must re-
treat and take up the same position as
the splifting trade union organisationss
d) further lower the cost of production
through reduction of payment for piecework,
intensification of labour and the institution
of a forced-labour type of regime, which
is necessary in order to infroduce the most
inhuman forms of stper-exploitation.

1L

The toughness of the monopolists, which!

they have in common with the U.S. capital-
isls, goes hand in hand with “fatherly con-
cern” on the parl of the employers, which is

based on corruplion and is nothing but a-

mittire of reformism and clerical hypocrisy.
The employers and the leaders of {ihe
splitting trade unions are talking a lot
about *“labour productivity” and “human
relations”, What all this talk is worth is:
revealed at the Pirelli Rubber Trust where,
as' a result of the application of U.S.
methods of raising labour productivity, the
sweat and blood, the muscles and health of
the "workers are converted into maximum
profits. \

At the Biccoco works belonging to this
‘trust in Milan, production, if we take 1948
as 100, rose to 195 in 1954, although the
number of workers declined from 17,000
in 1948 to 14,2001 in 1953 (it was about
20,000 in 1946). Whereas the number of
workers fell by 2,800, production . alinost
doubled. Profits, according to officially
published figures, rose from 1,000 million
lire in 1948 {o 2,900 million lire in 1953.
The number of accidents increased from
1,200 in 1948 to 2,000 in 1954, including
over 500 severe cascs. '

The fact that the system of super-exploita-
tion employed at the Pirelli works, with
all its consequences, is being used every-
where, is confirmed by figures showing
the number of industrial accidents in Milan
Province. In 1951 the total was 71,000,
in 1952 it rose to 77,790, of which 242
were fatal;'in 1953 it was 84,739, includ-
ing 263 fatal cases. A “campaign to com-
bat industrial accidents” at the Pirelli and
Montecatini enterprises is being conducted
by issuing special posters and booklets
which attribute the accidents to careless-

ness on the.part of the workers themselves.
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bursts forth, wnleashing a poweriul wave

til.

L of struggle.

The Factory Commissions. are an effec-

five commoen weapon for the defence of the
warkers [rom atbitrary actiohs and from
super-exploilation. That is why the industrial-
ists are intensifying their offensive against
them. By interpreting in whatever way they

please the agreement on the Commissions

which was concluded by the trade unions

and the Confindustria dand. by deliberately
violating the letter and spirit of the agree-:
ment, the industrialists are doing their ttmost-
o create conditions which would make the
work of the Commissions impossible. In’

violation of the agreement, Commission mem-

hers are sacked on the slightest pretextss

if they take part in strikes, make a
speech 1o the workers or write an
article exposing the repressive system of the

“employers. Where there is no other pretext

the employers resort to eutright provocation.
One of their favourite methods is to com-
pletely isolate Commission members and

active trade unionists from the rest of the

workers. Thus, Brusadelli, a skilled worker
and a member of the Commission in the
fourth section of the Breda works was given
the job of messenger to the manager,
who ordered him tfo sit in an office
and perform the ridiculous task of counting
the number of capital letters in I'Unita!
The industrialist Falck keeps nearly 100
skilled workers permanently on unproductive
jobs and on cleaning the factory yard.

The management of such big factories
as Borletti’s, Falck's and Innocenti’s take a
direct part in the elections of ther Factory
Commissions, backing the candidates of the
splitting unions. Being unable to ‘abolish
these Commissions, owing to the courageous
and stubborn fight put #p by the workers in
their defence, the industrialists seek to turn
{hem into obedient instruments of class col-
laboration and resort to every sort of
pressure and intimidation to this end. To
cite a few out of many examples: a skilled
woman worker named Danale in the “A”
section of the Magneli Marelli:works, who
was on the list of candidates for the Com-
mission, was moved to “N” section to clean
the men’s toilet just prior to the Com-
mission elections. Prandi, the top candidate
on the list of the ' FIOM (trade union
of metal workers and engineers, affiliated
to the Italian Confederation of Labour), was
unexpectedly sacked from the CGI Electrical
Equipment factory because of an article
written by him fifteen days before for the
{rade union wall-newspapet, exposing the
blackmail accompanying American orders,
In protest against his dismissal all the
workers downed tools.

During the election campaign for the

Faclory Commission,.the management of the
OM factory in Milan (a subsidiary of FIAT)
began large-scale activities o frighten and
corrupt the workers and to organise acts of
pravocation. A little earlier, Valletta, manager
of the FIAT works, had personally warned

the FIAT workers that in distributing work

L.

Signature Campaign Gains Momentum
in Brazil

Since the Nafional Peace Assembly in
Brazil the collection of signatures to the
Vienna Appeal has made considerable pro-
‘gress. The number of local peace com-
mittees has increased, and signature collec-
tors’ are much more active.

Signature collection is proceeding success-
fully in Sao Paulo, Rio de Janeiro and many
other places. Some 70% of the residents of
Morro do Calumbi (a district of Rio de
Janeiro) have already signed the Appeal.
Robertn Silveira, Vice-Governor of Rio de
Janeiro State, Senafor Paulo Fernandes,
six depulies to the National Congress, 31

deputies to the State Legislative Assembly,

7 mayors and ~many ‘irade union -Teaders,
municipal councillors, scientists, = artists,
writers and journalists have affixed their
signatures since the National Assembly.
Senator Guilherme Malaquias, of the
Trabalhista Party, has sharply criticised the
U.S. policy of preparation for atomic war.
Experimenial A and H-bomb explosions, he
said, represent a threat to peoples every-
where. He called upon all Brazilian
patriofs, irrespective of their political and
religious  convictions, to exert all their
efforls in the siruggle fo maintain peace
and to ban weapons ol mass annihilation.
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being either Communists or Sorialists, but
if you wani the factory to receive orders
and are unwilling to lose your jobs, you must
vote so as 10 ensure a majority for ihe
Gatholic trade unions on the election list.
However, despite the flecting siceess of ihe
Gatholic trade unions, orders were not placed
with the Vittoria factory. The real reason
for the non-iulfilment of this promise was
given by two American journalicts who went
to interview the workers. “Why didn't we get
‘ the onders ?” asked the workers. “Becanse
millions of American workers are unemploy-
- ed”, replied the journalists. “If orders are
placed with your factories we shall be com-
pelled to close a number of factories ih our
" ownt country and thousands of Anierican
worlers will be dismissed. Anierica has
already made big sacrifices for you Italians,
without obtaining any political result..”

The Vittoria workers, even those who
wete intimidated and yielded {o this foul
hlackmail, have now regained their unity
and their confidence’ in their strength. They
carried on striles and demonstrations in de-
fence of their rights in the factory, demand-
ing the production of goods for peaceful
purposes. All the workers at the enterprise
took part in these strikes. 1

Numerous examples could be cited expos-
ing the methods used by the Italian in-
dustrialists, such as cits "in . piecework
payment, fines, arbitrary downgrading
of workers,” temporary dismissals, making
dismissal a repressive meastre, violations
of the: law when allocating jobs, "hiring
workers under short-term contracts, and
$0 ol P

It is important to note that the working
class is putting up strong resistance and
meeting this reactionary offensive of the
employers by @ consolidatitig  theit ranks.
By no means are all the ambitiotts plans
of the mopopolists being carried into
elfect. The results of the Commission elec-
tions, notwithstanding the conditions under
which they were conducted and the mea-
sures employed, show that the bulk of the
workers remain true to their great united
trade union organisalinn./During ihe elec-
tions at 25 metallurgical” works in Milan,
employing 44,291 workers and 11,301 office
workers, the FIOM received 73.8% of the
workers’ votes. This is the same percenltage
as in the 1952 elections and only 2% less
ithan in those of 1953, when the elections
took place in the heat of the struggle
for higher wages. ;

The temporary loss of certain positions
by the united trade unions at several enter-
prises, caused by this disorientation and
blackmail, is oifset by the improved position
of the Italian Confederation of Labour in
all textile mills and many other faclories,
such as the Condor works in Ro (where all
workers had been hired through the medium
of ihe :Catholic Association of Waorkers) ;
the Edison factory in Milan ; the Northern
Railways : the Dalmine works, where the
FIOM list got 730 more votes than in
the: previous election, and the fourth sec-
tion of the Breda works where, despite
unbridled terror, the number of votes for

“by the exploiting activities of

10 - pegoliate with the employers on wage
rates: must ‘be capried on  simulancously
with the struggle against ftlie hiring @ of
workers  through  ecclesiastical organisa-
tions, on dhe basis of short-ferin agree-
menls and other f{orms. '

The defence of the individial, his dignity
and liberties, in the plants {hemselves, is
assuming ever-greater, first-rate importance
in the minds of the working people. They
are certain that the main prerequisite fop
the development of aclivity by the trade
bhions is the struggle against the arbitrary
actions of the cm!piuyers. This struggle can
only be successful if trade union activity is
ccentred  on  questions  of principle  and
is cdrrieds on stubbornly  and = deters
minedly, making use of all available mathods
of working-class struggle. Otherwise there
arises the danger that a sectlon of the
mofe backward workérs may retreat to the
position of supporting a4 policy of class
collaboration as advocated by the Catholiz
trade unions. They'would do this, not from
political: coniviclion, but because of insuifi-

Ing  success in the struggle against the
employers at that particular motment. A
well-organised fight breeds among the work-
ing people confidence
makes it possible to establish unity with
the Catholic “workers, who likéwise are

the factories.

The workers have full confidence in their
united trade union organisation. Still, they
should realise that it is defending them
against the attacks of {he bosses ever
more effectively. They feel the need {o co-
ordinaie the numerous courageous
tions taking place in the factories, because
this will strengthen such actions and
produce a movement capable of dooming
the reactionary aims of the monopolies to
failure, a movement capable of preveniing
super-exploitation and compelling employ-
ers to respect constitutional liberties and
capable of winning a charter of. rights for
all worker-citizens in the faclories.

In his report to the fourth National Con-
ference of the Communist Party, Comrade
Togliatti declared that “private monopbiy
capitalism, in the form in which ‘it has
developed in TItaly today, is the main
enemy of all those who want to defend
the freedom, welfare and independence of
the citizens, which means the freedom and
welfare of the entire nation”.

In the siruggle against the arbitrary
must always be the main and leaditig force, -

all sections of the people who are outraged
the mono-

polies. . ;
To fulfil this role the working class must
become aware that it is fighting a great
battle for the preservation and extension
of democracy. This awareness will not
only stimulate the working class in its
struggle, it acts at the sdme {fime as a
mighty unifying force which, even among
the most oppressed sections of the working

cess of their cause.

The Greek newspaper Avgi has published
an appeal in defence of peace signed by
noted political and public figures in that
country. Among them are members of
Parliament, a numiber of municipal coun-
cillors, writers, dociors, lawyers and {eachers.

The ncwépapcr recently addressed these
questions to Greek women: “Do you want
peace or war? What is your opinion of
the World Congress of Mothers ?” The
answers of Greek mothers testified fo their
profound love of peace. “Our urgent duty?”,
writes one of them, Polikseni Zakka, “is
io pool all our forces on a national and

r"Intc—zrna’cional Differencejs' Can be
Settled Peacefully"

infernational scale in order to achieve a

sharp . reduetion of armatnenis and prohib-
ition of weapons of mass destruction. We
condemn war and fight for humane prin-
cipies in settling differences afnong states,
so that the greatest blessing—peace—is
secured for all peoples. We hate war.”

M. Mutsaki, Chairman of /the All-Greek
Union of Democratic. Women, said: “I
believe that international = differences «can
be setiled peacefully. Uniled, the women
oi the world constitute a great force that
can prevent weapons of mass desiruction
from being used. I have three children,
1 want ihe discoveries of science ta be
used solely for the good of man.”

cient confidence in the possibility of achiev-'

in victory and ¢

it

dissatisfied with the existing conditions in

al={ ey

it can and must set up broad contact with =

people, will increase confidence in the sue- Pt
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The Network of Gorrespondents of L'Humanite

The meeting of the Ceniral Commitiee
of the French Communist Party, held in
June 1950, set P'Humanité the task of
“organising a wide network of waorker-
correspondents and coniributors in order to

“* succeed in improving the content of our

-~ press and in strengthening it with prele-
‘% <tarian cadres”. g
t. Carryinggout the C.C. instructions, tthe

“Editorial Board of I'Humanité took a number
of ‘measures to set up a widespread,

k_-i'i;o'rgani'sed network of correspondents and

* this strengthen its direct ties with the
‘masses, The network of I'Humanité corres-
-pondents has grown at a rapid rate: there
‘were 225 at the beginning of 1951, 800
at the beginning of 1952, 1,700 in Novem-
ber 1953, and now there are about 2,800.
The social composition of the correspondents
" is-most varied : about 1,350 factory workers
(including more than 500 metal workers),
200 peasants, 550 government employees and

. office workers, and others..

The correspondents take an active part
in the day-to-day work of the Editorial
Board. The 97 issues of the daily I'Humanité,
published from January I to April 30, 1954,
contained a total of 3,064 letters, articles,
stories, information items and photos
supplied by them.

The spheres in which these correspondents
carry on their activities are many and
varied. In the evening of any da-y on
which = big struggles take place” the
Editorial Board receives hundreds of in-
formation items from its correspondents,
which make it possible for I'Humanité to
give a first-hand estimation of the successes
achieved.

The correspondents assist I'Humanité by
informing it about the results of this or that
action of the working people, and send the
newspaper the bulk of its information items
on the development of the united front of
Socialists and Communisis. It should be
emphasized that the many information
items sent in by the correspondents helped
I’Humanité to begin in good time an ex-
tensive campaign explaining - the signifi-
cance of the Vienna Appeal and the need
to collect signatures for it. '

Thanks to such assistance, the Editorial
Board has successfully carried out a num-
ber of large-scale popular referendums.
Last year there were two of these. The first
one dealt with the plight of homeless and
ill-housed people. The 285 letters and
statements published, accompanied by over
60 photographs, were collected by the
correspondents under the direction of one
of the permaneft staff of the paper. The
second referendum, the results of which
were published in 1"Humanité Dimanche,
dealt with the living standards of the work-
ing people. The paper received 1,200
answers to its questionnaire, many of which
were accompanied by lefters giving addi-
tional information. The correspondents,
supplied with questionnaires, conducted
the referendum among their work-mates in
the shop or at the office, and among their
neighbours.

" The correspondenis collect copy, have
talks with their work-mates on this or that
political event, and on the situation in the

enterprises, and send the facts thus obtain-

ed to I'Humanité. Very often the staff of the
paper obtain from these letters, written in
a simple and clear style, material

themes for important articles.
Whenever they come across anything
which may be of interest to I'Humanité the
correspondents at once begin  io  collect
1 o - B g aF eyt I e LRRLN T
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and received information from an official
source. “But I could not rest content with
simply describing the accident”, he wrote.
“1 was interested in ascertaining the poli-
tical. reasons for and consequences of the
-accident, if any. And here I was creatly
helped by comrades working on the rail-
way. They knew that I was collecting
information for I'Humanité. So they readily
explained to me the technical reasons for
the accident.

“To complete the picture I should add
that while the railwaymen gave me the
main material for my article, in their turn
the discussion and my questions made it
possible for many among them to see more
clearly the consequences of the policy of re-
ducing budget allocations.”

“Rejoinder articles” have been highly
successful. Some of the big bourgeois
newspapers pubMshed articles extolling a
“good employer” in the Maine-et-Loire
in order to show that class
collaboration between exploiters and ex-
ploited was possible. The correspondents
visited the workers in this enterprise, had
talks with them and wrote a moving article
about how the workers were exploited and
the conditions under which they lived. Thus
the politicat: dodges of the venal press were
foiled. ? e '

All these are ceriainly good examples,
but they are still far from being typical.
There is still a big proportion of correspon-
dents who give the Editorial Board insuifi-
cient assistance.

To improve the work of the entire net-
work of correspondents it is essenfial
that I'Humanité have direct contact with
every correspondent. How does the Editorial
Board try to achieve this?

1. As soon as a Party organisation in-
forms the Editorial Board of the name of
the comrade who has been given the task
of correspondent,

“Correspondent’s Guide”. This guide con-
sists of two parts: the first shows the im-
portant role which a correspondent can and
must play, the second gives a number of
points of practical advice.

2. An important medium for maintaining
contact is the “Correspondent’'s Bulletin”
which is published every two months. Its
first page features the main political tasks
of the Party at the time. The second
sums up the results of the correspondents’
activities, gives practical assistance, cites
good and bad examples and shows how
weaknesses can be overcome. The bulletin
is published in 8,000 copies, each corres-

pondent receiving one at his home address,

the rest being distributed among the Party
sections.

3. The office does its utmost to establish
personal contact with the Jargest possi-
ble number of correspondents. When a
correspondent from the Paris district or
from the countryside comes to the aoffice
he has a talk with an editor of the corres-
pondents’ department. With those who live
in the provinces, a lively personal aorres-
pondence is malntained. Each information
item received is studied. If it is of special
interest, a letter is sent to the correspon-
dent asking him fo enlarge on

worked up into an article.
All this makes it possible to considerably
improve the quality of the material received
and to raise the level of work of all
correspondents.
In January 1953, PHumanité, with
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the help
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I’Humanité sends him,
-together with his correspondent’s card, a

it and -
give additional details so that it can he -

its cortespondent-phofographers (there are
about a hundred of them in the Paris
district).

To assist them, courses on photography
were organised, which were completed by
mare than 70 people. Correspondence courses
in photography have been started for pro-
vincial correspondents; courses have also
been opened for the study of photo-labora-
tory work.

The results achieved by [I’Humanité in
the important sphere of extending® the
activities of the network of correspondents
have not been reached without a struggle,
even within the editorial office itself. Many
of the permanent staff underestimated the
carrespondents. It was their opinion that,
because the latter were not professional
journalists, they would only be able to
supply small items which in most cases
would be of little interest. This incorrect
view resulted in the paper publishing only
a small part of the material received.,

The leadership of the paper repeatedly had
to intervene to ensure bolder use of the cor-
respondents’ information . items and their
appearance over the signature of “I'Humanité
correspondent”. The editorial office organ-
ised a check-up on the use of all informa-
tion. ) ‘

The situation is very difierent today. It
may now be said that the paper regularly
feaiures interesting information items
and articles sent in by the correspondents.

Moreover, the departments of the paper
often request the correspondents to help
them fulfil particular assignments, Last
summer over 30 correspondents worked for
9.3 weeks or a month in the editorial
office helping the editorial staff, swhich
operates with limited forces, to carry on its
work with less difficulty during the holiday
period.

The task now is to ensure that still bolder
use is made of the materials supplied bY
the correspondents.

e

The Central Committee of the French
Communist Party systematically helps
'Humanité’s Editorial Board in all its
work and, in particular, in extending its
network of correspondents,

The C.C. meeting held on November 12,
1954, was wholly devoted to the tasks facing
I'Humanité and the drive by the Party to
increase the paper’s circulation. Tt indicated
to the Editorial Board ways and means
to improve its work and suggested that it
appeal more regularly to ifs correspondents
for help and, first and foremost, to'ihe
worker-correspondents in large e:1terpr1::€'5-

Now there is not a single Party mect‘-_nE.‘
devoted to a discussion on the press which
does not mention and explain the role of the
correspondents.

Many federations in the departments
have enthusiastically set about extending
the network of correspondents in their dis-
{ricts. Thus, the Bureau of the Paris Feder-
ation took a decision that “every branch
miist have at least one correspondent”,
Recently two seminars were held in which

many correspondents participated. It is
planned to hold five more in October.
Unfortunately, such examples are still

infrequent.

We need to reach the point where every
Party organisation considers it its du?y to
assign one correspondent to {"Humaniteé,

*

v develanine the work of the correéspon-

ACCIDENTS AND
OCCUPATIONAL DISEASES -
IN CAPITALIST COUNTRIES

The arms race policy pursued by ruling
clements in capitalist countries is resulting
in a sleady increase in the incidence of
accidents and occupational. diseases among
industrial workers.

Millions of working people, victims of
accidents or occupational diseases, suffer
disablement as a result, and are unable
to earn a living. They are ruthlessly thrown
out by the employers.

Even official stalistics are unable to
conceal the fact that industrial accidents are
on the increase in capitalist enterprises.
According to these figures the number of
accidents per 1,000 workers in Western Ger-
many increased from 1001 in 1950 to 121 in
1953. The total number in Britain rose from
741,000 in 1951 to 747,000 in 1952. In
Canada, the figure in 1949 was 412,000 ;
by 1953 it had risen to 480,000. In Sweden
there were 285,000 accidents in 1953 and
292,000 in 1954, while in Italy the number

was 943,840 in 1953 and 1,086,853 in 1954.

Trade union statislics reveal the dire
plicht of the working people| They show,
for instance, that in Japan in the processing
industry alone the number of accidents which
were fatal, or resulted in permanent dis-
ability, rose by 22% between 1950 and 1953.
In Italy the number of accidents in the
Bicocea works (Pirelli group) has risen by
66% and in France it increased from 613,000
in 1938 to 1,829,000 in 1953.

e

Poverty and Hunger—the Lot
of the Taiwan Peasants

Because of unbearable tazes and ex-
ploitation by usurers, the Taiwan peasants
are living in conditions of semi-starvation.

Even according to the figures of the
Chiang Kai-shek “Food Board”, which
underrate the true position, about ore-sixth
of all peasant households on Taiwan are
experiencing a serjous shortage of grain
and are compelled {o apply to the Board
for loans on which {hey are charged
high rates of interest. However, a great
many peasants who have already mort-
gaged their land are not even ‘able to do
this. They have to obtain loans jfrom local
usurers, the interest charges for which
usually range from 50 #o 100% and are
sometimes even as high as 200%. Not
more than 40% of the total harvest reaped
is left to the middle peasant after he has
paid all kinds of taxes and made his
deliveries.; The number of peasant debtors
is therciore increasing every -year. Each
month the local authorities increase the
rate of inferest accumulating on debts,
with the result that the peasants who have
incurred ,debts are, in a year or two;
unable to pay them off.

-8
FACTS EXPOSE...

McCarthyites Still
Going Sirong

Thirty thousand New-
Yotkers who happen
to live in state-owned
tiave haesn roatiectsd uinder

TYritane thyaat

States the right to use for their purposes Portuguese military base:

not only rejects the repeated. proposals of the

Indian Government ¥ '

settle the ques’fion of Goa by peaceful negotiation, but is taking meas |
ures that constitute a menace to India’s security.

SENOR SALAZAR'S POSITION
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Uninvited Guests in Beipyt

It is a long time since there has been

such a building boom in Beirut, capital -of

Lebanon, as there is just now. Houses
particularly, are springing up fast, One,
might assume that this would please the
Lebanese, many of whom live in mean
hovels. However, {he boom arouses no
enthusiasm among them, on the contrary,
all honest people are disfurbed by it.

. The fact is that most of the houses under
construction are intended for foreign
“guests”. Many of the finest houses in the
best districts of the city have been rented
by the U.S. Embassy, and other dwellings
are also occupied by Americans. These
transatlantic “guests” tnconcernedly part
with anything from €,000 to 8,000 i.ebanese
pounds for a flat, so that rents are
rocketing. Many Lebanese families are
farced to move from the centre to the less
convenient subitrbs, where the rents are
more reasonable.

The military minds from the u.s
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statements published, accompanied by over
G0 photographs, were collected by  the
correspondents under the direction of one
of the permanedt staff of the paper. The
second referendum, the results of which
were published in P'Humanité Dimanche,
dealt with the living standards of the work-
ing people. The paper received 1,200
answers to its questionnaire, many of which
were accompanied by lelters giving addi-
tional information. The correspondents,
supplied with questionnaires, conducted
the referendum among their work-mates in
the shop or at the office, and among their
neighbours.

"'The correspondents collect copy, have
talks with their work-mates on this or that
political event, and on the situation in the
enterprises, and send the facts thus obtain-
ed to I'Humanité. Very often the staff of the
paper obtain {rom these letters, written in
a simple and clear style, material and
themes for important articles.

Whenever they come across anything
which may be of interest to I'Humanité the
correspondents at once begin to collect
material, Let us cite one example. In one
of the localities of the Seine-et-Oise Depart-
ment last November there was a serious
railway accident. That same evening I'Hu-
manité received an informative article from
ane of its correspondents. The Editorial Board
sent a letter thanking him and asking him
to tell other correspondents how he had
written his article.

In his reply, the correspondent described
how he had gone to the scene of the accident

ACTEVILIES, agivaes e
good and bad examples and shows how
weaknesses can be overcome. The bulletin
is published in 8,000 copies, each corres-

N e

pondent receiving one at his home address, *

the rest being distributed among the Party
sections,

3. The office does its utmost to establish
personal contact with the largest possi-
ble number of correspondenis. When a
correspondent from the Paris district or
from the countryside comes to the office
he has a talk with an editor of the corres-
pondents’ department. With those who live
in the provinces, a lively personal corres-
pondence is mafntained. Each information
item received is studied. If it is of special
interest, a letter is sent to the correspon-
dent asking him to enlarge on it

worked wup into an article.

All this makes it possible to considerably
improve the quality of the maferial received
and to raise the level of work of all
correspondents.

In January 1953, PHumanité, with the help
of amateur photographers, organised a group
of correspondent-photographers. This was
soon a great success. The daily 1'Hu-
manité now annually features about 1,000
photos taken by these correspondents.

The technical guidance of this group is
carried on by a number of correspondents
who have become real experts in photo-
graphy. This leading group discusses the
work done and the future tasks, and helps
the editorial staff to direct the work of all

and -
give additional details so that it can be -

to the Editorial Board ways and Means
to improve its work and sugpested that i.{
appeal more regularly to ifs mrro::;):lndnnf‘s
for help and, first and foremost, tn the
worker-correspondents in large \1!]101’{)ri5(-5:

Now there is not a single Party me(\tf”é-
devoted to a discussion on the press which
does not mention and explain the role of the
correspondents.

Many federations in the departments
have enthusiastically set about extending
the network of correspondents in their dis.
{ricts. Thus, the Bureau of the Paris Feder-
ation took a decision that “every brarch
must have at least one correspondent”.
Recently two seminars were held in which

many correspondents participated. It is
planned to hold five more in October.
Unfortunately, such examples are still
infrequent.

We need to reach the point where every
Party organisation considers it /its duty to
assign one correspondent to I"Humanité.

*

By developing the work of the correspon-
dents, and systematically relating the publi-
cation of their articles to the paper's circula-
tion, I'Humanité will strengthen its ties with
the masses and will clarify the questions
agitating them in g still better way.

Thus we will be carrying out the behest
of Maurice Thorez: “To make this news-
paper of France the mnewspaper of all
French men and women...”

Raymond LAVIGNE

gaged their land are not even ‘able to do
this. They have to obtain loans from local
usurers, the inferest charges for which
usually range from 50 fo 100% and are
somelimes even as high as 200%. Not
more than 40% of the tolal harvest reaped
is left to the middie peasant after he has
paid all kinds of tfaxes and. made nis
deliveries.. The number of peasant debtors
is therefore increasing every year. Each
month the local authorities increase the
rate of interest accumulating on debts,
with the result that the peasants who have
incurred ,debis are, in a year or two;
unable to pay them off. -

FACTS EXPOSE...

McCarthyites Still
Going Strong

Thirty thousand New-
Yorkers
to live in state-owned
houses have been requested, under threat
of immediaie eviction, {0 swear that neither
they nor the members of their families have
anything to do with “subversive organisa-
tions”. Each of them has been given a list
of 200 organisations which, according to the
Gowvernnient, come under this heading. At
the same time they are warned that “false
testimony” will involve a five-year prison
sentence and a fine of 10,000 dul!als.

who happen _

. The fact is i]rm( most of the houses under
construction are intended for foreign
“guests”. Many of the finest houses in the
best districts of the city have been rented
by the 1.8, Embassy, and other dwellings
are  also occupied by Americans. These
transatlantic “guests” linconcernedly part
with anything from €,000 to 8,000 Lebanese
pounds for a flat, so {hat renis are
rocketing. Many Lebanese families -are
forced to move from the centre to the less

convenient suburbs, where the rents are
more reasonable.
The military minds from the U.S. are

highly interested in the big Mediterranean
port of Beirut. U.S, men-of-war are s€€"
increasingly often in Lebanese waters ©7
“visits of friendship”, “Displays of Western
might” are staged, and from time to time
jet planes roar over the city. More and more
batches of American “visitors” are arriving
in Lebanon. The flow has greatly increased
because of U.S. imperialist plans to set HP
aggressive military blocs in the Near and
Middle East.

Some 30,000 American , agents are
today basking in this sunny city in
| the guise of diplomats, officials, rep-
resentatives of various companies, artists,
photographers, missionaries, travellers,

commercial ftravellers, correspondents and
tourists. All of them have official passports
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Silas Timberman is the latest novel by the
talented U.S. writer, Howard Fast. It des-
cribes how ordinary, decent people, in the
complex conditions of the contemporary
American scene, mature into public-spirited
citizens ; it tells how, in defending their
right to think and express ..o . :
their thoughts freely, to live f
and work in pedce, they /
finally come to join in the
struggle against violations
of personal liberty, against
rampant reaction, which is
doing everything it can to
kill the average American’s
ability to analyse real events
and facts objectively, and to
turn Rim into an obedient
tool of the policy of ag-
gression.

The action opens in the
small mid-western town of

o

s qeered B

Clemington. The reader is
first introduced to Silas
Timberman, the university

professor, who is the central fi[.:;ufe of
the novel, in his home. A man who has
worked his way up. to his present position
from humble beginnings, he is a devoted
husband and father, a man of intellectual
talent ; nevertheless he stands far removed
from politics. Big pelitical problems leave
him unmoved ; his interests do not transcend
the bounds of his family life and the mid-
western university. where he teaches. He
finds his modest happiness in the love of
his wife, Myra, in his children, and his
cosy home.

But the entire trend of events in the
United States today gradually draws him
into the political maelstrom and forces him
to look upon himself, upon the role of the
ordinary American and everything going on
around him, from a fresh viewpoint.

* “Silas Timberman”, Howard Fast, Blue

STLAS TIMB
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BOOK REVIEW

“Silas Timberman” by Howard Fast *

The story begins with Silas Timberman,
who wants to convey to his studenis the
spiritual richness of progressive American
literature, starting his course of lectures
with an analysis of the work of the great
American writer, Mark Twain. The head of
& : his department, Lundfest—a
faithful servitor of high-
placed academic reactionaries
—sitrongly opposes the idea.
But Timberman sees, no
reason {o refrain from ac-
quainting his students with
“the finest examples of pro-
gressive American literature.
His insistence costs him
dear. A*  widely-ramified
witch-hunt is started against
“the “recalcitrant” professor.
At first the authorities try
to persuade him, to win him
over and detach him from
his colleagues, to force him
to renounce his convictions
and submissively support the
actions of the reactionary
professors ; then, through the intermedi y
of fascist-minded hoodlums, they print ‘a
provocative article in the university news-
paper, Fulerum, accusing him, a ‘man un-
acquainted with Marxism, of' “subversive
" Communist” activity. }

That was the start of the sensational “case
of Silas Timberman®,

Silas is slow to grasp the paolitical and
Social implications of these -developments,

He never suspects that apparently chance .

academic disputes about progressive writers,
whose work is the pride of the entire Arme-
rican people, have deep roots. Only the logic
of real life, only actual facts and events
compel him to give thought to the things
happening around him, to emerge from his
state of unruffled calm and begin to fight
for the fruth, against the ‘atfempts {o teach
people not to think or judge things-for them-
selves,

The novel clearly shows the working of the

LISTIC NOVEL

[ Timbermarr fall victims to the witch-hunt.
Straightforward, honest Ike Amsterdam,
a respected professor of astrophysics, who
is Silas’ close "friend and adviser, falls
under the axe with him. Clemington's
President Cabot, a political careerist, urges
the professors to enlist in the university’s
“civil  defence” organisation against a
mythical Soviet threat. A sober considera-
tion of ‘the request brings Amsterdam

to the conclusion that it was “motivated
not by concern for the ‘national good
but by political expediency”.
the bidding of his conscience, he indig-
_nantly refuses to have any part in the foul
business. This is enough fo get the aged
professor listed as a “potential Communist”,
as one of those unreliable, disloyal people
who attack the foundations of  American
“democracy”. On the strength of this he is
thrown out of the university.

Silas Timberman cannot condone this
arbitrary action of the university authori-
ties. He addresses a meeting in protest
against the suspension of the distinguished
scientist. He is moved thereto not only by
his personal iriendship with Ike, but also
by his deep indignation_at the brutality with
which the “learned” pillars of American re-
action deal with people who do not suit
them, simply because they hold different
views from them on some subject or dare
to refuse to go against their conscience as
human beings. :

After this meeting Silas draws closer to
his friends—to Professor Bra dy, Pastor Mas-
terson, Ike Amsterdam, lawyer MacAliister.
Each of these ilesh and blood characters,
vividly drawn by the author, has his own
troubles and worries, his'own interests and
views, his own life to lead. But each
is weighed down by a diabolic force that
threatens {o desiray liim morally and phy-

sically. ~
Elbert Masterson, the amiable Methodist

Following .

“hearing, Timberman :is

/
versity and city authorities because he in-
dignantly turns down Lundfest’s invitation.to

head a committee to burn books that do not:

accord with the “American way of life”. His
heartielt
books “are the last fires that madmen
kindle before they destroy themselves” may
well cause him to be declared a party to a
“Communist plol". Some horrible fate also
hangs like the sword of Damocles over
MacAllister who fights fiercely against the
lawlessness and petty tyranny that he
comes up against at every step. In this
group of men Professor Alec Brady emerges
as the central figure. His close comrades

cand colleagues do not know that he is a

member of the Communist Party, but they
intuitively sense in him a strength that
can be relied on and group themselves
around him. Silas, too, feels drawn to him
heart and soul.

Concrele incidents gradually convince
Timberman of the hypocrisy of the bosses
of the US.A. who, under the pretence of

defending  democracy and liberty, are
- shamelessly {rampling on the most
eiementary human rights. As he ma-
tures politically, he sees how politi-

cians of the type of Senator Brannigan
and that “limb of the law”, government
attorney Ward, destroy a man, “so quietly,
so politely, a tribute and testimony to the
American way of things...” Brotight up before
the Senate Committee on Internal Expen-
diture (the innocent name given to what is
really a secret police agency), he comes
face to face with instances of flagrant law-
lessness, blackmail, slander and false testi-
mony. {

Fast incisive picture of the
charged with a
“crime” against the state: “membership”
in a Communist organisation. Brannigan’s
questions to him are plainly provocative. He
demands that Silas name the person who
asked him {o sign an appeal for peace and
prohibition of the atom bomb, secks {o
worm out of the “accused” the names of
his Communis{ acquaintances, and {hreatens
to prosecute’ him for contempl. Silas
courageously bears all the insults, ‘threats
and intimidations. His replies ring out as

draws an

pronouncement that bonfires of

seated under the national
farce ‘of justice. y

At this degrading hearing Silas grows
convinced that the reaction, political lies and
blackmail with which he has been bm.u}!ht
into contact of late are closely connect'ed
with war preparations against the qulet
Union. And, although he knows very little
about the Soviet Union, when he is askc'd
whether he would bear arms against it
in the event of war between the U.S.A.

and the USSR, he holdly tells the Senate'

Committee that what is needed is,-“not
to bear arms against Russia—but to live
on the same globe “with Russia, -to. live,
to understand, to comprehend, to ledrm’. !

Although' the whole investigation clearly

proves Silas’ innocence, the “case of Silas.

Timberman™ is. not dropped.. Ailythe visible

and invisible springs of the ‘mdchinery of
state are set in motion with fresh impefus to -
find “legal” grounds’ on ‘Whicl;-'i_(_)‘ﬁiliimﬂ 3
And -

down on Silas: and ‘his close dpiend ;oA
although Fast depicts only the -external
operation of this machinery, the reader
gets a clear picture of the way in which
Timberman and his friends become en-
tangled in a thick web by officials, secret
agents, slanderers and informers. 1%

‘Types like the informer and perjurer :Bob
Allen, like President Cabot of Clemington
-University, a polilical careerist poking his
finger in the pie of scholarship, the bigoted
departmental head Lundfest who removes
from the university library the great works
of Mark Twain, Theodore Dreiser and other
progressive. wrifers, government attorney
Ward who violates all the elemenfary stand-
ards of legal procedure and whose only
concern is to put all “free-thinkers” behind
bars—all these types are so vivid that
they seem to have been drawn from life.

Courageously opposing this band of con-
spirators against the American people are
ordinary, decent human beings. In the un-
equal combat with the forces of reaction they
are, for the time being, defeated: on the
basis of Bob Allen’s false {estimony Silas
Timberman is pronounced “guilty” of sub-
versive aclivily and sentenced to imprison-
ment.

When the judge asks Timberman if he

flag, make a

" paves the way t6 war. At the same time |
it shows in a wvivid

: on him, he pronounc:gs 2 'aid
Paiilz(:nn”aﬂion‘ of those wholhtg_xe preparg
?ntiors for him: “You are letting ]00593
he or that will destroy you as Sl,“'elya
i destroy me—with B

you attempted 1o /C0 tibte. That i o

i nee. I am i
differe hlebie man, perhaps L
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egotism. I am Cocnidle side of lijn

humble; but”{ e
e side.
(3;?(1[161_;1:'1(; (}?,qht this horror h_er must
rison, he will go there with a senge
duty well done! Now he will not feg] i
he’is alone even there: he hfls faf?hfu
friends, many of them;: with him are ¢
millions of honest Americans whg L
himself are surely, even though Slﬁwle
moving towards civic and politica]
turity and beginning fo fight back.
" Thé novel shows the first coming tOgeﬁ]ﬂ
of intellectuals and the working class -

of

main, the decisiie force capable of cheel
ing the onslaught of reaction. True, Faq

devoles but little space to the represent,
tive of the workers, the trade union Jegq,,
Mike Leslie. lLeslie has only an episodia

role fo play. But the entire course of events |
shows that without the working class, 1
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most loyal and consistent supporter of Peace |

and defender of democratic liberties, Dro.

gressive intellectuals -cannot defend they, |

the;‘r |

selves and their rights and achieve
goal. It is just this point that is brougps

out by the vigilante attack upon Timberman.s ;.

house one dark December night, when ,
band of ruffians got together by the reze.
tionaries break the windows and ﬂéarly
blind . his small son: It would be harq th
say what would have become of Silas ans
his family if the workers led by Mike
Leslie had not" come to their assistance at
this crucial moment, % ;
Silas Timberman is a moving book, Writteg il
with great artistic skill, a book that Wrathe |
fully exposes the rampant reaction that |

American people heaithy forces are taking ©
shape filled with a firm resolve to uphold
their democratic rights and freedoms apq
to thwart the sanguinary schemes of the
enemies of mankind.
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