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GREAT HISTORIC EVENT
N LIFE OF CHINESE PEOPLE

On September 20, 1954, amid nation-
wide enthusiasm, the first Session of the
National People’s Congress ~unanimously
adopted the Constitution of the People’s

Republic of China, which consolidates the

results of the long years of heroic struggle
waged by the Chinese people for their na-
tional independence, democracy and So-
cialism.

The adoption of the Constitution was
preceded by a thorough-going nation-wide
discussion of its Draft which lasted for more
than two months. Over 150 million people
took part in this discussion ; all the 1,197
Deputies, representing all sections of the
population and all nationalities o_f the
country, voted for the Drait Constitution
submifted to the Session of the National
People’'s Congress.

The Constitution of the People’s Republic
of China is a genuinely people’s consti-
tution. Each and every Article correspoqu
to the interests of the people and embodies
their age-old dreams of a better life, their
cherished aspirations and long-entertained
hopes. Only a people who had come to know
the joy of victory and become completely
masters of their destiny could frame 'and

enact such a constitution. Drawq up
in conformity with the basic princip-
les of Marxist-Leninist teaching, and

in accordance with the experience of China
and with the invaluable experience of state
upbuilding in the USSR and the People’s
Democracies as well .as the international
experiences of struggle for Socialism, the
Constitution of the People’s Republic of
China bears witness to the grandeur and
vitality, to the genuinely international, all-
conguering nature of the immortal ideas of
Marx-Engels-Lenin-Stalin.

“The Constitution of the People’s Republic
of Cliina is based on the real facts of
history. These world-historic facts are the
final victory scored by thie Chinese people
under the guidance of the Communist
Party and its tried and tested leader Com-
rade Mao Tse-tung inthe long years of the
struggle against imperialism,
feudalisin  and imrcaucrat-cap?talism: ‘l.ll‘!e
founding of @ stable people’s-democratic
state based on the worker-peasant a-lhaz‘u:c
and led by the working class; consolidation
of the firm leading position of the socialish
svctor i the pational economy ; the begin-

revolutionary

i f. 8y ““mfi(; speialist  transforma-
HNg ( sY5 ; :
ii»,;" “.lr] [}',,. ,-.:'ul.ais!f!nf- realisation of the
ol il y s ol
Comdry's transition {0 })l.:fl,h.l‘(.anl.
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strate to the world thejr creative power and
immense strehgth.

China is mo longer a country that is
split and weak. She has become a unified,
monolithic, multi-national state. New rela-
tions of equality, friendship and mutual
aid have been established between all na-
tionalities of the country. Linked by com-
mon struggle against imperialism and reac-
tion and advancing along the path of so-
cialist upbuilding, the nationalities of China
represént a united farily of free and equal
peoples. -

In keeping with the Constitution the peo-
ple's-democratic state is the main lever in
ihe historical cause of building socialist
society in China. The chief task of the
state during the ftransition period is to
bring -about, step by step, the socialist in-
dustrialisation of the couniry, to accom-
plish, step by step, the socialist transforma-
tion of agriculture, handicrafts, capitalist
industry and commerce, and to conduct ex-
tensive economic upbuilding in a planned
way. All the measures of the people’s-de-
mocratic sfate meet with active and eifec-
tive support from the popular masses whose
really titanic forces were awakened for
historic creative activity by the glorious
Communist Party of China. The Chinese
people, with entliusiasm and energy and
brimming over with initiative, direct their
efforts towards the cherished goal—the
building of Socialism.

Of great importance in this connection
are the Articles of the Constitution pro-
claiming the fundamental rights and duties
of citizens. Citizens of the People’s Re-
public of China have freedom of speech, the
press, assembly, association, procession
and demonstration. Citizens have the right
to work and education and the working
peaple have the right to rest. material assis-
tance in old age, in illness or in disability.
These fundamental liberties and rights are
sot enly proclaimed but are guarantecd by
the state by the provision of the necessary
material facilities and are upheld by the
appropriate measures o improve .fhcse
facilities. The rights and duties of citizens
fully correspond. No one can have only
duties and enjoy no rights, just as no one
can enjoy rights without having duties.

The Constitution of the People’s Republic
of China is a constitution of a socialist
type. As in the other countries of pm?ph:'s
democracy the rights ancd liberties of the
working people guaranteed by the Constiiu-
tion follow from the very nature of the state
and social system of the country.

Sirnegle for the neble aims of world
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OF THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA

Preamble

The Chinese people, after more than a century of heroic struggle, finally achieved in
1949, under the leadership of the Communist Party of China, their great viclory in the
People’s Revolution against imperialism, feudalism and bureaucrat-capitalism, thereby
eriding the long history of oppression and enslavement and setfing up the People’s Republic
of China, a people’s-democratic dictatorship. The system of people’s democracy—new
democracy—of lhe People’s Republic of China ensures that China can in a peaceful way
eliminate exploitation and poverty and build a prosperous and happy socialist society.

Tie pericd from the founding of the People’s Republic of China to the attainment of
a socialist sociely is one of transition. The central task of the state during this transition
period is to bring about, step by step, the soctalist industrialisation of the country and to
accomplish, step by step, the socialist transiormation of agriculture, handicrafts and
capitalist industry and commerce. In the past few years, our people have successiully
reformed the land system, resisted U.S. aggression and aided Korea, suppressed the counter-
revolutionaries, rehabilitated the national economy and carried out other large-scale
struggles which have provided the conditions necessary for planned economic construction
and the steady transition to Socialism.

. The first Session of the First National People’s Congress of the People’s Republic of
China solemnly adopted our country’'s first Constitution in Peking, the capital, on Sep-
tember 20, 1954. This Constitution is based on, and is a development of, the Common Pro-
gramimne of the Chinese People’s Political Constltative Conference of 1949. This Constitution
consolidates the gains of the Chinese people’s revolution and the new political and economic
victories since the founding of the People’s Republic of China and reflects the basic needs of

the state in the transition period and the common aspirations of the masses of the people
fo build a socialist society. )

In the great struggle to establish the People’s Republic of China, the people forged
a broad people’s-democratic united front, led® by the Communist Party of China and
composed of the democratic classes, parties and groups, and people’s organisations. In the
future, the Chinese people's-democratic united iront will continue to play its part in
mobilising and uniting the peaple of the whole country in the struggle to accomplish the
central task of the state in the transition period and to cppose internal and external enemies.

! All netionalities in China are united, free and equal in a big family of nations. This
unity of China's/nationalities will steadily gromv in strength an the basis of the development
of friendship and mutual help ameong them, opposition to imperialism, opposition to the
comimon enemies of the people within the different nationalilies and opposition to big-
naticn chauvinism and local naticnalism, In the course of economic and cultural develop-
ment, _th:: state will take care of the needs of the different nationalilies and, in the matter
of socialist transformation, will give full attention to the special features in the develop-
ment of the various nationalities.

_China has already built up an indestructible friendship with the great Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics and the People’s Democracies ; the friendship between our people and
peace-loving people throughout the world is also growing day by day. This friendship will
be continuounsly developed and consolidated. China's policy of establishing and developing
dipiomatic relations with all countries, based on the principle of equality, mutual henefi‘t".
and mutual respect for sovereignty and territorial|integrity, has achieved results and will
continue to be carried out unswervingly. In international affairs, our firm and consistenb
policy is to strive for the noble cause of world peace and the progress of humanity.

' Chapter L
General Principles

Article 1. The People’s Republic of China is 2 people’s-democratic state led by the
working class and based on the alliance of workers and peasants,

Article 2. All power in the People’s Republic of China belongs te the people. The
organs through which the people exercise power are the National People’'s Congress and
the local people's congresses at every level

The National People's Congress, the local people’s congresses at every level and other
organs of the state, without exception, practise democratic centralism.

Arficle 3. The People’s Republic of China is a unified, multi-national state.

All nationalities are equal. Discrimination against and oppression of any nationality,
and actions which undermine the unity of the nationalities are prohibited.

All nationalities are free to use and develop their own spaken and written languages,
and to preserve or reform their own ciistorns and habits. ]

Regional antonomy applies in areas where people of the national minorities. live in
nimbers: All the areas of national autonomy are inscparable parts of the People's Repulhic
of China. 4

Article 4. The People’s Republic of China shall ensure the step-by-step abolition of
systems of exploitation and the building of g socialist society by relying on the organs
of state and the social -forces, and through socialist industrialisation and socialisi
transiormation. \

Article 5. The ownership of the means of production in the People's Republic of
China at present falls mainly into the following categories: stale ownership, that is,
ownership by the wholé people: co-operative ownership, that is; collective ownership by
thesworking masses ; ownership by individual working people ; and capitalist ownership.

Article 8. Stale-owned economy is socialist economy, owned by the whole people; it
is the leading forge in the national economy and the malerial basis on which the state carries
aitf the <socialist transformation. The stale ensures priority for the development of the
state-owned econonty,

A i1 cacaiimans and waters\ a8 well as forests. undeveloped land and othar

'I:he state guides and helps individual handicraftsmen and other non-agricultural
1ndiv1duql working people te. improve the management of their affairs and encourages them
:o arganise producer co-operalives and supply and markeling co-operatives on a voluntary
hasis.

Article 10. The state protects the right of capitalists to the owiiership of the means of
production and other capital according to law.

The policy of the state towards capitalist industry and commerce is: use, restrict and
transform Through control by administrative organs of the state, leadership by the state-
owned economy and supervision by the workers, the state uses the pesilive qualities of
capitalist industry and commeree which are beneficial to the national welfare and the peo-
ple's livelihood ; reslricts the negative qualities of capitalist indusiry and commerce which
are not benelicial to' the national welfare and the people’'s livelthood ; encourages and
guides the transformation of capitalist industry and commerce into various forims of stale-
capitalist economy, step by step replacing capitalist ownership with ownership by tie
whaole peaple. :

The state forbids capitalists to endanger the public interest, disturb the social-econamic
order or undermine the national economic plan by any kind of illegal activity.
~ Article 11, The state protects the right of citizens to the ownership of lawful
incomes, and of savings, houses and the means af life.

Article 12, The stale profects the right of citizens to inherit personal and private
praperty according to law.

Article 13, The stale may, in the public interest, buy, requisition or nationalise land

and other means of production in both ecities and countryside in accordance with the! =

provisions of the law.

Article 14. The state prohibits any person from using his private property to upderming
public interests.

Article 15, The state, by means of economic planning, directs the development and
transformation of the national ecomomy to increase the productive forees constantly
thereby improving the material and cultural life of the people and consolidating ihe
ae gt S gt S et A Fha eovinty: ;
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les  of  Marxist-Leninist l“ﬂk‘hillg". and
in accordance with the experience of China
and with the invaluable experience of state
upbuilding in the USSR and the People’s
Democracies as well as the international
experiences of struggle for Socialism, the
Counstitution of the People's Republic of
China bears wilness to the Q'I‘ilﬂdc'll[' and
vitalily, to the genuinely internatiopaf, all-
conquering nature qft “[l‘e i_mmorlal ideas of
Marx-Engels-Lenin-Stalin. ?
lx1l‘h\c!(Tt]r_f:‘;:stituti‘m of the People’s Republic
ab “Ghina is based —on ihe real facts of
history. These world-historic facts are the
final victory scored by the Chinese people
under the guidance of the Communist
Party and its tried and tested leader Com-
rade Mao Tse-tung in the long vyears of the
;:1‘1:!”;[:{:;11”” ,Stl'uﬁ’gle ﬂgainst_imberialism.
fO\lll(li[:lg Oafml butrtl;aucrat-capflahsm; the
state based ona 115 2 je kPeOple‘s-dgmoc.ratlc
and led by the v 1?1'_\\ orker-peasant a_lhai:tce
of the firm ]eadiﬁ;\lng:_c.[ass; consolidation
sector i -2 position of the socialist
sector in the natipngg economy ; the begin-
ning of  systematjo socialist . transforma.
tion and ‘the consise Mt
country’s transition tn realisation of the
Article 1 of the C‘:mS:)_fu:psm.
“The People’s Repuplic Stitution reads that

ple’s-democratic state le?if ]?;l,ll]:;els R l}{)leo-
class and based on tpe alliance of workmg
and peasants.” W
Thus, the Constitution
the immutable historic fact
revolutionary struggle of t
ple under the leadership of
rarty against foreign imperialism and
Chinese feudalism has ended in complete
victory. The great and just cause of na-
tional  liberation and social regenera-
tion of China has triumphed. The Chinese
people have forever rid themselves of the
colonial bondage and oppressive yoke of the
feudal relations which kept the great country
in the iron chains of fyjy dependence on

confirms in law
that the valiant
he Chinese peo-
the Communist

infernational  imperialism, of disunity,
packwardness and stagnation and have
founded the powerfyl, free, independent '

people’s Republic of China, republic of the
people’s democratic dictatorship.

The People’s Republic of China s a gen-
yinely people’s-democratic state. Article 2
reads that “All power in the People’s Re-
public of China belongs to the people. The
organs through -which the pPeople exercise
ower are the National People’s Congress
and the local people’s’ congresses at every
avel.”

1 The general elections to the people’s con-
gresses at all levels, right up to the Na-
fional People’s  Congress, were brilliant
restimony to the active participation of the
Chinese people in running {heir people’s-
gemocratic state. By adopting the Consti-
wtion of the People’s Republic of China
the Chinese people, who have outstanding
successes to their credit in political, eco.
nomic and cultural construction, demon-
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China. The Chinese
Athusigam  and energy and
With initiative, direct their
the  cherished goal—the
IS,
a5 "III‘ipnria‘nuc in this connection
glre?irrglilsfgl}]ﬁt;os of the Canstitution pro-
L ‘u_n.(_Iamcntql rights and duties
b'*“m“ Citizens of the People’'s Re-
public of Ching have freedom of speech, the
press, assembly,  association ,
and demonstration. ¢ :
to work and educati
Peaple have the right
tance in old age, in i|
These fundame

. procession
itizens have tle right
on and the working
o rest, ‘material assis.
Iness or in disability.
| ntal liberties and rights are
not only proclaimed but are guaranteed by
the state by the provision of the necessary
material facilities and are upheid by the
appropriate measures to improve these
Tacilities, The rights and duties of citizens
ful]}' correspond. No one can have only
duties and enjoy no rights, just as no one
can enjoy rights without having duties,

Th‘e Constitution of the People’s Republic
of China is a constitution of a socialist
type. As in the other countries of people’s
dcmo_cracy the rights and liberties of the
working people guaranteed by the Constitu-
tion follow from the very nature of the state
and social system of the couniry,

Struggle for the noble aims of world
peace and human progress is the hedrock
of the foreign policy of the People’s Re-
public of China. China's foreign relations
are being built upon a basis of equality,
mutual benefit and respect of sovercignty
and ferritorial integrity. The Peaple’s Re-
public of China is an indispensable part
of the camp of peace, democracy and So-
cialism headed by the Soviet Union. The great
Soviet Union and the countries of people’s
democracy of Europe and Asia are the
truest friends of the ‘People’s Republic |of
Cl.ﬂna. The indestructible and fraternal
fr:en(.[ship between China and the USSR
S a solid bastion of peace and security
of the Pcoples in the Far East and all over

the world,

Only the obluse and short-sighted U.S,
politicians and their myrmidons who are
blinded by class hatred and afraid to look
the facts of history in' the face can persist
in ‘their “non-recognition” of the 600 mil-
lion-strong People’s Republic of China and

- hinder the enjoyment of her inalienable

rights in Uno. But the wheel of history
cannot be reversed and no intrigues of
American ageressors can'prcvent the Peo-
ple's Republic’ of China from taking her
lawiul place—that of a great power—in the
entire system of internatiomal relations,
The peoples of the Soviet Union, Peo-
ple’s Democracies and the world democratic
public wholeheartedly greet and congratu-
late the Chinese people on the adoption of
the Constitution and wish them

and prosperity of the people’s Chinese
state.

—0 0 ¢ :

FIRST SESSION OF NATIONAL PEOPLE’S.
CONGRESS OF CHINA

From September 17 to 20 the Session of
the National People’s Congress continued to
discuss Liu Shao-chi’s report on the Drait
Constitution of the People’s Republic of
China. Altogether 89 Deputies, representing
all sections of the population and all na-
tionalities of the country, took part in dis-
cussion. All of them wholeheartedly sup-
ported and approved the Draft Constitution,

On September 20 the first Session of
the National People’s Congress unanimously
adopted the Constitution . of the People’s
Republic of China. All the 1,197 Deputies
present at.the meeting yoted for the Draft
iConstitution. ~ :

_ The Deputies listened with' close atten-
tion to, messages of greeting from the
Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the
USSR,  the National Assembly of the Viet
Nam Democratic Republic, the Presidium
of the Great People’s Hural of the Mongolian
People’s Republic, the Presidium of tne
People’s  Assembly of the Albanian Peo-

ple’s Republic and’ the People’s, Chambér of .

the German Democratic Republic.

On September 20 and 21 the Session
discussed and adopted decisions on the
second item of the agenda.

"On September 23 the Session heard a

report on ithe work of the Government by
Comrade Chou En-lai. -

fresh
success m the struggle for the glory

~_Article 1, The Peopie’s Republic of China s a people's-democratic state led by the
working class and based on the ailiance of Workers and peasants.

Article 2. All power in the People’s Republic of China helongs to the people. The
argans through which the people exercise power are the National People's Congress and
the local people's congresses at every level,

The National People’s Congress, the local peaple’s congresses at every level and other
organs of the state, withcut exception, practise democratic centralism.

Arficle 8. The People’s Republic of China is a unified, multi-national state.

All nationalities are equal. Discrimination
and actions which undermine the unity of the

All nationalities are free to use and develap their own spaken and written languages,
and to preserve or reform their own customs and habits.

Regional autonomy applies in areas where people of the national minorities live in
numbers. All the areas of national autoniomy are inscparable parts of the People's Repubtic
of China, Sk

Article 4. The People’s Republic of China shall ensure the step-by-step abolition of
systems of exploitation and the building of a socialist society by relying on the organs

of state and the social fotces, and through socialist industrialisation and socialisi
fransiormation.

agaifist and oppression of any nationality,
nationalities are prohibited:”

Article 5. The ownership of the means of production in the People’s Republic of
China at present falls mainly into the following categories: state ownership, that is,
ownership by the wholé people; co-operative ownership, that is, collective ownership by
thesworking masses : ownership by individual working people; and capitalist ownership.
_Article 6. State-owned economy is socialist economy, owned by the whole people ; it
Is the leading force in the national economy and the material basis on which the state carries
out the socialist transformation, The state ensures priority for the development of the
state-owned economy.

All mineral resources and waters,\ as well as forests, undeveloped land and othsr
resouices which the state owns by law, are the property of the wihole people. .

Article 7. Co-operative economy is socialist economy collectively owned by the working
masses, or it may be semi-socialist economy in pant colleclively owned by the working
masses. Parlial collective ownership by the working masses is a transitional form through
which individual peasants, individual handicraftsmen and other individual working people
organise’ to go on o collective ownership by the working masses.

The state protects the property of the co-operatives, encourages, guides and helps the
development of co-operative economy and regards the development of co-operative produc-
tion as the chiel means for the transformation of individual farming and individual handi-
craft production.

Article 8. The state profects the right of the peasants to own land and other means of
preduction according to law. 2

The state guides and helps individual peasants to increase production, and encourages
them to organise producer co-operatives, supply and marketing co-operativessand credit
co-operatives on a voluntary basis.

The policy of the state towards the rich peasant economy is one of restriction and
gradual elimination.
_ . Article 9. The state protects the right of handicraftsmen and other non-agricultural
individual working people to own the means of ‘production according to law.

- \

SECTION T
The National People’s Congress

Article 21. The National People’s Congress of the People’s Republic of China is the
highest organ of stafe power. :

Article 22. The National People’s Congress is the sole organ -exercising the legislative
power of ihe state. ;

Article 23. The National People’s Congress is composed of Deputies elected from
provinces, autonomous regions, municipalities directly subordinate to the central authority,
the armed forces-and Chinese resident abroad. : ;

The number of Deputies to the National People’s Congress and the manner of their
election, including the number of national minority Deputies and the manner of their
clection, are prescribed by the Electoral Law. :

Article 24. The National People’s Congress is elected for a term of four years.

Two months before the expiry of the term of office of the National People’s Congress,
the Standing Commiitee of the National People’s Congress must carry to completion the
election of Deputies to the succeeding National- People’s Congress. Should exceptional
circumstances arise, making elections impossible, the term of office of the National People's
Congress may be prolonged -until the first session of the succeeding National People's
Cengress. el : - : i Ll
{ Article 25. The National People’s' Congress meets once a year, convened by its Standing
Committee, The Natjonal People’s’ Congress may be convened at any time- should its
Standing Committee deem it .necessary or one-fifth of the Deputies propose it,

Article 26, The National People’s Congress, when it meets, elects a' presidium fo
- conduct its sittings. ‘ ! T e A T ¥

Article 27. The National People’s Congress exercises the following functions and
| powers: _ i
(1) Amends the Constitution ;

(2) Enacts laws; - ¢ s # 0%

(3) Supervises the enforcement of the Constitution ;

(4) ‘Elects the' Chairman and Vice-Chairman-of the People’s ‘Republic of China:'

(5) Decides on the appointment of the Premier of the State Council on the nominatfon

Council on the nomination of the- Premier of the State Council ;

of the Chairman of the People’s Republic of China, and of the membership of the-State |

Chapter L
General Principles

The state guides and helps individual handicraftsmen and other .non-agricultural
Individual working people to improve the management of their affairs and encotirnges them
to arganise producer co-operatives and supply and markeling co-operatives an a voluntary
basis, z

Article 10. The state prolects the right of capilalists to the ownership of the means af
production and other capital according to law.

The policy of the state towards capitalist industry and commerce is: use, restrict and
transiorm. Through control by administrative organs of the state, leadership by the state-
owned economy and supervision by the workers, the state uses the posilive qualities of
capitalist industry and commeree which are beneficial to the national welfare and {he peo-
ple's livelihoad : resiricls the negative qualilies of capitalist indusiry and commerce which
are not benelicial fo' the national welfare and the people’s livelihood ; ercourages and
guides the transformation of capitalist industry and commerce into various forms of state-
capitalist economy, step by step replacing capitalist ownership with ownership by the
whole people.

The state forbids capitalists to endanger the public interest, disturh the sacial-econamic
order ar undermine the national economic plan by any kind of illegal activity.

Article 11. The state protects the right of citizens to {he ownership of lawful
incomes, and of savings, houses and the means of life.

Article 12. The state protects the right of citizens to inherit personal and private
property according to law, y

Article 13. The state may, in the public interest, buy, requisition or nationalise land
and other means of production in both cities and countryside in accordance with the
provisions of the law, !

Article 14. The state prohibits any person from using his private property to undermine
public interests.

Article 15. The state, by means of economic planning, directs the development and
transformation of the national ecomomy to increase the productive forces constintly,
thereby improving the material and cultural life of the people and consolidating the
independence and security of the country. i

Article 16. Work is a maiter of honour for every citizen of the People’'s Republic of
China who is able to work. The state encourages the initiative and creative activity of
citizens in their work. ‘

Article 17. All organs of the state must rely on the masses of the people, constantly
maintain close contact with them, heed their opinions and accept supervision by thet‘n.

Article 18. All persons working in organs of the state must be loyal to _the people’s-
democratic system, observe the Constitution and the law and devote all their energy to
serving the people. '

Article -19. The People’'s Republic of China safeguards the people'.s-democratu:‘ S}:stem.
suppresses all kinds of treasonable and counter-revolutionary activities and punishes all
trailors and counter-revolutionaries.

The stale, in accordance with the law, deprives feudal landlords and bureaucratic
capitalists of political rights for a specified period ; at the same time it provides them with
mearns of existence in order to enable them to reform themselves by work into citizens who
earn their livelihood by their own labour,

! Article 20. The armed forces of the People’s Republic of China belong to the peaple :
the. duty of the armed forces is to defend the gains of the people’s revolution and of

national consiruction, and to defend the sovereignty, territorial integrity and security of
the country.

i Chapter IL
' . The State Structure

(6) Decides on the-appointment of the Vice-Chairman and members of the National
Defence Council on the nomination of the Chairman of the People’s Republic of China;
(7) Elects the President of the Supreme People's Court;
(8) Appoints the Procurator-General ;
'(9) Decides on the national economic plan ; ;
(10) Examines and approves the state budget and financial report of the state;
(11) Ratifies the status and boundaries of Provinces, autonomous regions, and muni-<
cipalities directly subordinate to the central authority ; 7
(12) Decides on general amnesties;
(13) - Decides on questions of war and peace; >
(14) Exercises all other functions and powers which the National .People’s Congress
considers necessary. :
Article 28. The National People’s Congress has the right to remove from office the
following :
(1) The Chairman and the Vice-Chairman of the People’s Republic of China
(2) The Premier and the Vice-Premiers, the Ministers, the Chairmen of Commissions
and the Secretary-General of the State Council; ,
(3) The Vice-Chairman and members of the National Defence Council ;
- (4) The President of the Supreme People’s Gourt;
(3) The Procurator-General. ) ;
Article 29. Amendments to the Constitution must be passed by a two-thirds majority
of the Deputies of the National People’s Congress. :
Laws and other resolutions must be passed by a simple majority of the Deputies of
the National People’s Congress. - ; ]
Article 30. The Standing Committee of the National People’s Congress is the
permanent body of the National People’s Congress.
The Standing Commijttee of the National People’s Congress is composed of the follow:
ing members elected by the National, People’s Congress:
** The Chairman of the Standing Committee ;
The Vice-Chairmen of the Standing Committee;
The Secretary-General; ¢
t° Members. _
{Continued on page 2)
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(Continued from page 1)
Article 31. The Standing Committee of

the following functions and powers : .

(1) Conducts the election of Deputies 1o the National People’s Congress ;

(2) Convenes {he sessions ¢f the National People’s Congress ;

(3) Interpreis the laws ; )

(4) Enacts decrees;

(5) Supervises the work of the State Council,
Procurator-General’s Office;

(6) Annuls decisions and orders of the State Council when these contravene the
Conslitution, laws or decrees ;

HE PEO

the National People's Congress exercises

the Supreme People’s Court and the

(7) Revises or annuls unsuitable deéisions of the state organs in provinces, auto-

nomous tegions and municipalities directly subordinate to' the central authority ;

(8) Decides on the appoiniment and removal of any individual Vice-Premigr, Min-
ister, Chairman of a Commission and the Secretary-General of the State Council when the
Nalional People’s Congress is not in session :

(%) Appoints and removes the Vice-Presidents, jud_ges and members of the Court's
Cemmittee of the Supreme People’s Court ;

(10) Appoints and removes the Deputy Procurators-General, procurators and members
of the Procurator’s Committee of the Procurator-General’s Office ;

(11) Decides on the appointment and recal] of Plenipotentiary Envoys to foreign states;
(12) Decides on the ratification and abrogation of treaties with foreign states ;
(13) Establishes military, diplomatic and other special titles and ranks;

(14) Establishes and decides on the award of orders and medals and ftitles of honour

of the state;

(15) Decides on pardons ;

(16) When the National People’s Congress is not in session
tion of a state of war in the event of armed attack against the state or in fulfilment of
international ftreaty obligations concerning mutual defence against aggression ;

(17) Decides on general or partia] mobilisation ;

(18) Decides on the enforcement of martial |
areas ;

(19) Exercises all other functions and powers vested in it by the National People’s
Congress.

Arficle 32. The Standing Committee df the
functions and powers until the succeeding Nation
ing Commitiee.

"Article 33. The Standing Commiltee of the National Peo
to the National People’s Congress and reports to it.

The National People’s Congress has the right to recall members of its Standing Com-
mittee.

Article 34. The National People’s Congress establishes the N
the Bills Committee, the Budget Committee,
necessary committees,

The Nationalities Committee and the Bills Commitiee are under the direction of {he
Standing Committee of the National People’s Congress when the National People's Con-
gress 1s not in session.

Article 35. Committees for the investigation of specific questions may be organised
by the National

. People’s Congress, when it considers them necessary, and, when the
National Psople’s

; Congrese is not in session, by the Standing Committee of the National
People’s Congress as it considers them necessary.

All state organs, people's organisations and citizens concerned are obliged to supply
necessalv-y information to these committees when they conduct inquiries or investigations.
Article 36, Deputies of the National People’s Congress haye the right to address

questions io the State Council or fo the Ministries Aand Commissions of the State Council,
which have {he obligation fo answer,

Article 37. No Deputy of the National Peo

, decides on the, proclama-

aw throughout the country or in certain

National People’s Congress exercises its
al People’s Congress elects a new Sfand-

/

ple’s Congress is responsibie

ationalities Committee,
the Credentials Committee and other_

) : ple’s Congress may be arrested or placed on

trial without the consent of the Nationaf People’s Congress or, when the National People’s
Hgress is not in session, without the consent of its Standing Committee.

; Article 38. Deputies of the National People’s Congress are subject to the supervision

? the units which elect them. These electoral units have the right to recall and to replace

heir elected Deputies at any time according to the procedure prescribed by law,

SECTION 2
the People’s Republic of China

People’s Republic of China is elected by the National
eople’d Republic af China who has reachied the age of
he elected may he elected Chairman of the Peaple's

The Chairman of

33 and has the 'right to eleet and |
Republic of China.
The term of office of the Chairman of the Peo
Article 40, [y
Standing Commity

: ple's Republic of China is four years,
accordance With the decisions of the National People's Congress or its
B oTimitize, the Chairman of the People’s Republic of Ghina promulgates laws
‘ (.'ra'mni'u‘egi appoints or removes the Premier, Vice-Premiers, Ministers, Chairmen af
: '\I'Fce-(‘l]??oni m‘ld the Secretary-General of the State Council : appoints or removes the
L “a“;lrr?;mhdnd Members of the Nafional Defence Council ; awards orders and medals
o, i’: " do”l‘?“"' of the state ; proclaims general amnesties and pardons ; proclaims
ol ;w.| f:*c' dres a state of war; and orders mohilisation. ;
Republicc :})l'q(:l .Fh'u _C]m'}rma_n of the People’s Republic of China represents the People’s
45 S !.i}tma H relations  with foreign states, receives foreign  Envoys and, in
e with dm:(smm‘: of the Standing Commities of the National People's Congress,

il Wiih'l’oreign e nipotentiary Envoys 1o foreign states and ratifies treatids coneluded
Atticle 42, The Chairman of the People’s Republic of ¢

o e catintry and: presidey over the National Defence G
Artlete 43 o s . $ 0

hina commands the armed forces
il

PLE’'S REPUBLI
(15) Ratifies the status and boundaries of the autonomous chou; counties, atitonomois
counties and municipalities ;
(16) Appoints or removes administrative
down by law ;' o :
(17) "Exercises all other functions and' powers as vested in it f;y fhe National People's
Congress and ils Standing Committee. 5 A ‘.
Article 50. The Premier dirccts the work of the State Council and presides over meelings
of tha State Council. : ;
The Vice-Premiers assist the Premier in his work. ; :
Article 51, The Ministers and the Chairmen of the Commissions direct th‘e work of .Lhelr
respective organisations. The Ministers and the Chairmen of the Comn_ﬂssmns may issue
orders ard directives within the jurisdiction of their organisations and in accordance with
the laws and decrees, and the decisions and orders of the State Council: SO0
Article 52. The State Council is responsible to the National People's Congress and
reports to it or, when the National People's Congress is not in session, to its Standing

Commiitee.
SECTION 4 R
The Local People’s Congresses and the Local People’s
' Councils at All Levels

Article 53. The administrative division of the People's Republic of China is as follows ®

(1) The counll'y‘ is divided into provinces, aulonomous regions anf:l‘ mun’icipaljties
directly subordinate to the central authority; ' : - Y

(2) Provinces and autonomous regions are divided into autonomous chou, counties,
autonomous counties and municipalities ; N . )

(3) Counfies and autonomous counties are divided into hsiang,
and towns. , \

Municipalilies directly subordinate to the central authority and other large municipa-
lities are divided into districts. f :

Autonomous chou are divided into counties, autonomous counties and Mmunicipalities.

Aulonomous regions, autonomous chou and autonomous counties are all areas of
national autonomy. .

Article 54. Provinces, municipalities directly subordinate t‘o the central authorl_ty,
counties, municipalities, municipal districts, hsiang, nationality hsiang and towns establish
people’s congresses and people’s councils. i :

Auvtonomeus regions, autonomous chou and autonomous counties establish self-gnv‘e{'n-
ment organs. The organisalion and functions of the sell-government organs are specified
in Section 5 of Chapter II of the Constitution. :

Article 55. Local people’s congresses al every level are the local organs Of‘state power.

Article 56. Deputies of the people’s congresses of provinces,. f.““m‘flpa]lt[.e-‘i _dtrectly
subordinate to the central authority, counties and municipalities divided into d1str1f:ts are
elecled by the people’s congresses of the next lower level ; Deputies of the people’s c;:).n-
gresses of municipalities not divided into districts, municipal districts, hsiang, nationa ity
hsiang and towns are directly elected by the voters,

The number of Deputies of the local people's congresses at every level and the
manner of their election are prescribed by Echtflrlal Lax;f. B oy

ice of the provincial people’s congres: fou \
termA;f“g}?icT;)th}tlﬁ: ;egc?;I;)’L ?:g:lcgr:sseseofpmunicig)alftie;dirflzctly subm_'dinale to the central
authority, counties, municipalities, municipal districts, hsiang, nationality hsiang and
to‘wﬁrﬁclt: (S}S.y‘?]:z. local people’s congresses at every level in their administrative areas
ensure fhe observance and execution of laws and decreeg ; draw up plans for lloctzwalde(:(;mmlg
and cultural development and for public works'; examine _and appl:ovef]opa du“ie \:i allnls
financial reports; protect public fPrgper[yi;‘onmﬂzlllnflt'l?::)r‘})t?;l‘.ljc order ; safeguar g

iti nd the equal rights of the nati : _
% C],;:tiz;se 29. The [ogal peogle's congre?e;f[s at ervery le\cr;_sl e]?ctv, a_lmd have the rllght to recall,
i i - eople’s councils of the corresponding levels. 3
o ?E?];:;pl(gsm;fgrfsses of cotnties and higher levels ellect, and have the right to
recall, the presidents of the people’s courts of the correspond.mg Ieve]s: 3

Article G0. The loéal people’s (ri'ougresszles Z?;‘;ery level, within the limits of the powers

i and issue deci ;

VESi?rdh;nplgf)m'sb};ofg\'\;siizp:ﬂ nationality hsiang, within the limits of the powers V?Sk?d
in them bly law, may adopt specific measures suifed to the characteristics of the nationa-
hheb‘l‘tfgr;gi;ll]epds:ople’s congresses at every level have the right to revise or annul unsuitable
decisions and _énlderaqf the people’s councils of the corresponding ];a\;lils; e nﬂAu,!

The people's congresses of cotinty and higher levels have the rg’?; 0 n.a]v sef [; al %
unsuitable decisions and orders of the people’s congresses and people’s councils of the leve

imfn;drl{liél&:yﬁlhlegiz g;::;ies of the people’s congre.f»ses'c?f prf.)vlincesl, mall%icil‘)alities direFtiy
subordinate to the central authority, counties, municipalities ch_wded into d]str:cfs_, are G[lhjf—.‘cb
to the supervision of the units which elect lheml;.the Dlemftles nf'ihe meo?le-s' ]c:,(t.m[irf:tsaes
of municipalilies not divided into districts, mumcu?ﬂl districts, hs.;.T|1g, ]natxonii i y.tmang
and towns are subject to the supervision of their ele}ctofates. 1e electora lumls}an
cleciorate which elect the Deputies of the local people’s ::ongresseslat' ﬁ;“"g evle lla‘:ﬂ
the tight fo recail and to replace their Deputies at any fime according fo the procedure
i ' by law, i
L :?t?cle g2- The local people’s councils, that is, local people’s goverr}menlﬁ, at evef')./
level are the exeoutive organs of the local people’s congresses of the corresponding levels ;
they are the local administrative organs of the slate. A R
Article 63. The local people's councils in provi:]cels, nn_mlcmﬂhhes, counties, districts,

(=333 (MR K T
| [ e

nationality hsiang

personnel according to the procedure laid {
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* The people’s councils of county and higher levéls have the right to suspend the ‘.
carrying out ol unsuitable decisions by the peaple’s congresses of the level immediately
below them, and to revise or annul unsuit !

able degisions and orders of their subordinale !
departments and of {he people’s councils of_lower leves.

Article 66. The local people's councils’at every level are

congresses of the corresponding levels and to the higher state
report {0 them. - \

The local people's councils at every 10vc£iifhrouéhou‘t‘%he couniry inistra-
tive organs under the unified leadership of, andwsttbordinate f0, the Si;ﬁeStéé?u?Si{mms
-S-'EC'I-‘ION_-.?S
Local Autonomous Organs of the Areas
P of National:Au_to‘nomy
Article 67. The local autonomous organs of all-autonomoys re
and autonomous counties are organised in accordance Wwith the ba
the organisation of local organs of slate power gs laid-down ip
of the Constitution. The form of each autonomoy
of the majority of the people of the -nationality e
Article 68. In all autonomous regions,
where a number ‘of nationalities live together,

responsible to ihe people’s
administrative organs and

gions, aufonomous chot
sic principles governing
Section 4 of Chapter I}
etermined by the wishes
¥ in the area.

and autonomons counties
fould have an appropriate

¥erelsing autongm
autonomous chou

each.ﬁationality‘ s
local auton

the functions a

laid down in Section 4 of Chapter 11 of the

The autonomous organs of all autono
counties administer their own loca
them by law.

Mous regiong auto i
: AN nomous chg
I finances withiy the limits of i 2td autenpgly

the powers vested if

hou ang autonomotis

of the state. ith the mijitary eystem

The autonomous organs of ajl autonomous reg;
counlies may draw up rules governing the exerei

tions, suited to the political, economic and cultyr and of}

P 1er special regula:

: O the loca] natj lity,

ik ; ationa
Mg Committee of the Nationg] People's

regions, autonomous choy and autonomoysg (&
(languages) commonly used in the locality,

Article 72. The higher organs of the sfate sh
autonomous organs of alj autonomous regions
to exercise autonomy and assist the v
and cultural development,

economi¢
e [ SECTIO N '
€ Feople’s Courts and the People’
ple’s p >
Article 78. The Supreme People’s Court, the locs focurators Office

the special courts established by law
authority.
Article 74, The term of office of the Preside
s ¥ tlhe S e atrees\lfi\l?utmo.f ltl}e Stpreme Peaple's Court and
Thc. organisation of the People’s courts is p;'ey i:)e Al
A ?5'.'”& i ool SCribed by law,
level, as prescribed by law, skl
Article 76. In the
wise provided for by law
Article 77. GCitizen
written languageg in
tion for persons whe
the locality, ; Hies
’ In areas where peoples of fhe naticna'l"'rﬁinori[ieg
of nationalities live together, all court ‘
in the language commonly used in
of the people’s eourts
loeality.
: .Ar!icle 78. The people’s courts at every leye
judicial authority amq subject only to the law,
%rticle 79. The Supr‘emtj Peaple’s Court is the hi
' he Su[n‘{;m(‘; Peaple's Coupt supervises the judiei
fmd. of the Special people’s courts. The pt‘r\p]v;w I‘U
fudicial work of the peaple’s b \-’:'lk;m

S courts of lower |o
- Article 80, The Supreme  People's Court ig
Congress y

courts at e

in the People’ of Chj
in

very level and

s Republie
! v 4 eXereise judicia]

do not know uld provide interprety.

or writlon J'z_i;':guage‘comnionly used in

: : live in numbers or whete a number

e piﬁecdmgs are conducted by e people's courts

1€ locality. Judgements, noticas an, |
oca 8, 8 and all other dog

are made public in th it il

e written language commonly used in the

are independent iy {he exercise of theip

ghest judicial organ,
a!l}\'(rr‘k of the local People’s courts
NP of higher levels supervise the

responsible {o

and: teports to it or wihe A the Nationg e T

s Btandi, (~.‘ I‘ts to it or, when the National Peaple's N D 8l lfoples

g Commiitee, Looeal PeOple’s cotrls at svpn.: ‘ongress is not in session, 1o
people’s CoNgres b A R

T A avel
868 of tarresponding 1o L

are responsible ta At 1.
Artinla D s
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which have the abhigation [0 &nsWwel.

Article 37. No Depuly of the National Peoyle's Congress may be arresled or placed on
Yrial without the consent of the National Peaple's Congress or, when the National Peoble's
Cangress is not in session, without the consent of its Standing Committee.

Atticle 38, Deputies of the National People’s Congress are subject to the supervision
“of the units which elect them, These electoral units have the right to recall and to replace
their elected Deputies at any time according to the procedure prescribed by law.

7 SECTION 2
The Chairman of the People’s Republic of China

~ Artiele 39: The Chairman of the People’s Republic of China is elected by the National
Paople’s Congress. Any citizen of the People’s Republic of China who has reached the alﬁze of
33 and has the right to eleck and be elected may be elected Chairman of the People's
Republic of China. ; ;
. The term of office of the Chairman of the People's Republic of China is four years.
| Article 40, In accordance with the decisions of the National People’s Congress or its
Standing Committee, the Chairman of the People’s Republic of China promulgates laws
. and decrees, appoints or remaves the Premier, Vice-Premiers, Ministers, Chairmen of
Gommissions and the Secrelary-General of the State Council; appoints or removes the
" Vice-Chairman and Members of the National Defence Council ; awards orders and medals
and titles of honour of the state; proclaims general amnesties and pardons; proclaims
~ martial law; declares a state of war; and erders mobilisation.
‘ Article 41. The Chairman of the People’s Republic of China represents the People’s
* Republic of China in relations with foreign states, receives foreign Envoys and, in
accordance with decisions of the Standing Committee of the National People’s Congress,
~ appoinfs and recalls Plenipotentiaty Envoys to foreign states and ratifies trealies concluded
. with forcign states. {
y Article 42. The Chairman of the People’s Republic of China commands the armed forces
. of the country and presides over the National Defence Council.
\ Article 43, The Chairman of the Peaple’s Republic of China convenes a Supreme State
" Conlerence whenever necessary and presides at its meetings.
. - The Supreme State Conference is attended by the Vice-Chairman of the People’s
~ Republic of China, the Chairman of the Standing Commiltee of the National People's
Cangress, the Premier of the State Council and others concerned.
. The views of the Supreme State Conference on important state matters are submitted
by the Chairman of the People's Republic of China to the National People’s Congress,
i{s Standing Committee, the State Council or other organs concerned, for discussion and
decision. ;
 Article 44. The Vice-Chairman of the People’s Republic of China assists the Chairman in
" his work. The Vice-Chairman may exercise such part of the functions and powers of the
Chairman as the Chairman entrusls to him. '
_ The provisions of Article 39 of the Constitution governing the election and the term
~ of office of the Chairman of the People’s Republic of China apply also to the election and
* {erm of office of the Vice-Chairman of the People’s Republic of China.
~ Article 45. The Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the People’s Republic of China exercise
~ their functions and powers until the new Chairman and Vice-Chairman elected by the
succeeding National People's Congress take office. ; :
Article 46. Should the Chairman of the People’s Republic of China for reasons of health
~ be unable to work for a prolonged period, the Vice-Chairman of the People’s Republic of
China exercises the functions and powers of the Chairman on his behalf. i
{ Should the office of Chairman of the People’s Republic of China fall vacant, the
~ Vice-Chairman succeeds o the office of Chairman.

"SECTION 3 :
The State Council :

Article 47. The State Council of the People’s Republic of China, namely, the Central
People’s Government, is the executive body of the supreme organ of state power and is
ihe highest administrative organ of the state. ] e
Articie 48. The State Council is composed of the following:/ ; \

the Premier ; ;
the Vice-Premiers ; )
the Ministers; . : !
the Chairmen of the Commissions ; :
the Secretary-General. y
The organisation of the State Council' is laid down by law.
" Article 49. The State Council exercises the following functions and powers:
(1) Farmulates administrative measures, proclaims decisions and orders and verilies
their execution, in accordance with the Constitution, laws and decrees ;
(2) Submits proposals to the National People's Congress or to its Standing Committee;
" (3) Co-ordinates and leads the ‘work of the Ministries and Commissions ;
(4) Co-ordinates and leads the work of the local state administrative organs
throughout the country;
~ (5) Revises or annuls unsuitable orders and directives issued by the Ministers or
by the Chairmen of the Commissions ; .
” (6) Revises or annuls unsuitable decisions and orders of the local people’s councils
al every level; j {
(7) Carries out the national economic plan and the state budget;
(8) Controls foreign and domestic trade; :
(9) Directs cultural, educational and public health works
(10) Directs work concerning the nationalities ;
(11) Directs work concerning the Chinese resident abroad{
(12) Protects the interests of the state, maintains public order and safegtiards the
rights of cilizens; .
(13) Directs the conduct of relations with foreign states;
(14) Direcls the building up of the armed forces of the country§

Article 59. The local people’s congresses at every level €16t 8HE BRI S5m Asn T 7
the members of the people's councils of the corresponding levels.

The people’s congresses of countles and higher levels elect, and
recall, the presidents of the people’s cotirts of the corresponding levels.

Article 60, The local people's cangresses at every level, within the limits of the powers
vested in them by law, adopt and issue decigjons.

The peaple's congresses of nalionalily hsiang, within the limits of the powers vesled
in them by law, may adopt specific measures suited to the characteristics of the nationa-
lities concerned, /

_The local people’s congresses at every level have the right to revise or annul unsujtable
decisions and orders of the people’s councils of the corresponding levels,

The people’s congresses of county and higher levels have the right to revise or annul
'gnsuuahle decisions and orders of the people’s congresses and people’s couicils of the level
immediately below them. ‘

Ar‘tlcl'e ﬁl. The Deputies of the people’s congresses of provinces, municipalitii‘s‘ directly
subordinate to the central authority, counties, municipalities divided into districts, are subjecb
to the supervision of the units which elect them; the Deputies of the people’s congresses
of municipalifies nob divided info districts, municipal districts, hsiang, nationality hsiang
alﬂd.t towns are G"!b}eci to the supervision of their eclectorates. The electoral units and
el e i T R e
hine o by G ir Deputies at any time according to the procedure

y law.

Article 62. The local people’s councils, that is, local people's governments, at every
level are the executive organs of the local people’s congresses of the correspondi;lg levels ;
they are the local administrative organs of the state. : :

; Article 63. The local people’s councils in provinces, municipalities, counties, districts
hsiang and towns are composed of chairman, vice-chairmen and members. ' L

have the right to

people’s congress of the corvesponding level. ,

The: organisation of the local people’s councils at every level is lald down by law.

W Article 64. A local people’s council at any level directs the administrative work of its
area within the limits of the powers vested in it by law. .

A local people’s council at any level carries out the decisions of the people’s congress
of the corresponding level and the decisions, circulars and orders of the state administrative
organs of higher levels.

A local people’s council at any level issues decisions and orders within the limits
of the powers vested in it by law.

Article 65. The people’s councils of county and higher levels direct the work of all sub-
ordinate departments and of the people’s councils of the level immediately below them, as
well as appoint and remove admiristrative personnel within the limits and according to
{he procédure laid down by law. .

Article 85. All cilizens of the People's Republic of China are equal before the law.

Article 86. All citizens of the People’s Republic of China who have rcached the age of
18 have the right to clect and be elected irrespective of nationality, race, sex, occupation,
social origin, religious belief, education, property status and length of residence, excepb
insane persons and those who are by law deprived of their right to elect and be elected.

Women have equal rights with men to elect and be elected. .

Article 87. Citizens of the People’s Republic of China have freedom of speech, the
press, assembly, association, procession and demonstration. The state provides the
necessary material facilities to guarantee to citizens the enjoyment of these freedoms.

Article 88, Gitizens of the People’s Republic of China have freedom of religious belief.

Article 89. The freedom of the person of citizens of the People’s Republic of China
is inviolable. No citizen may be placed under arrest except by decision of a people’s
court or with the sanction of a people’s procurators’ office.

Article 90. The homes of citizens of {he People’s Republic of China are inviolable,
and privacy of correspondence is protected by law.

/
of residence.

Article 91. Citizens of the People’s Republic of China have the right:to work., The
state guarantees this right by planned development of the national economy, by increasing
employment step by step, improving working conditions and raising ‘real wages. 3

Article 92. The working people of the People’s Republic of China have the right to rest.
To guarantee to working people the enjoyment of this right, the state prescribes working
hours and instilutes vacations for workers and office employecs and steadily expands the
material conditions for the working people to rest and build up their health.

Article 93. The working people of the People’s Republic of China have the right to
material assistance in old age, in illness or in disability. To guarantee to working people the
enjoyment of this right, the stale provides social insurance, social relief and public
health services and, step by slep, expands these Tacilities.

Article 94. Gilizens of the People’s Republic of China have the righl to education. To
guarantee to cilizens the enjoyment of this right the state establishes and step by slep
expands the various kinds of schools and other cultural and educational institutions,

Article 104. The national flag of the i’eople‘s Repuﬁlic of China is a red flag with
five slars.

Article 105, The state emblem of lhe People’s Republic of China is: in the centre, Tien

| writlen languages in all court proceedings. The

The term of cffice of a local people’s council at any level is the same as that of the :

Citizens of the People’s Republic of China have freedom of residence and change

The organisd

Article 76, The system of people’s assessors: app
level, as prescribed by law. \

Article 76. In the people’s courts at every level cases are tri
used has the right to defence.
ave the right {o use their own spoken and
people’s courts should provide interpreta-

itten language commionly used in

tion. of the people’s courts Is PrESCHITEE o 7 z
lies in the people’s courfs at every

ed in public unless other.

wise provided for by law. The ace
Article 77. Citizens of all nationalities h

tion for persons who do not know the spoken or wr

the locatiily.
In areas where peoples of the national minorities live in numbers or where a number
other, all ‘court proceedings are econducted hy the people’s courts

of nationalities live tog )
in the language commonly used in the locality. Judgements, notices and all other documents
used in the

of the people’s cotirts are made public in the written language commonly

locality.
Article 78. The peop
judicial authority and subject only fo the law, s,
Article 79. The Supreme People’s Court is the !1ighest judicial organ. , .
The Suprgme People’s Court supervises the judimai work qf the local people’s couris
and of the special people's courts, The people’s courts of higher levels supervise the
judicial work of the peaple’s courts of lower levels. ) | ‘
Article 80. The Supreme People's Court is responsnble to 1he. Natm'nal People's
Congress and reports to it or, when the National People’s Congress ls nq:rt in session, ty
its Standing Committee, Local people’s courts at every level are responsible to the local
people’s congresses of corresponding levels and rc—port to tl?em. ; \
Article 81. The Procurator-General’s Office of the People’s Republic of China exercises
over all the departments subordinate to the State Council, local "a'dmh
i the stale at every level, the personnel of state organs, a_rld citizeng
w. The local people’s procurators’ offices and special people’y
supervisory power within the limits prescribed Dby law,
d special procurators’ offices are subordinate to the
1, and all are subordinate to the Procurater-General'g

fe's courts at every level are independent in the exercise of iheir

supervisory power
nistrative organs o
to enstre observance of the la
procurators’ offices exercise their
Local procurators’ offices an
procurators’ offices of the higher leve

Office.
Article 82. The term of office of the Procurator-General is four years.

The organs of the procurators’ office are formed as prescribed by law.

Article 83.“Lacal organs of the procurators’ office at every level are independent iy
the exercise of their authority of local organs of state power. j

Article 84. The Procurator-General's Oifice is responsible to the 'Natlona-l Pmp‘!e's
Congress and reports to it or, when the National People’s Congress is not in sessiop,

to its Standing Committee.

: Chapter Il
Fundamental Rights and Duties of Citizens

al atfention to the physical and mental development of youty,
China safeguards the freedom of citizens {o engag,
cation and other cultural activities. The stafo
in scientific, educational, literary,

" The, state gives speci

Article 95. The Pgople's Republic of

in scientific research, literary and artistic cr

encourages and assists citizens who are engaged
artistic and other cultural pursuits in their creative work.

Article 96. Women in the People’s Republic of China enjoy equal rights with men j5
all spheres of political, -economic, cultural, social and domestic life.

The state protects marriage, fhe family, the mother and child.

Article 97. Gitizens of the People’s Republic of China have the right to make writfeq
or oral charges to any state organ at any level against any government worker for
transgression of law or negligence of duty. Persons who sustain loss by reason of infringe,
ment of their rights as citizens by government personnel have the right to compensation,

Article 98. The People’s Republic of China protects the proper rights and interesis

of Chinese resident abroad.
Article 99. The People’s Republic of
persecuted for supporting a just cause,

scientific activities. _ B
Article 100. Citizens of the People’s Republic of China must abide by the Constitution

‘and the law, preserve labour discipline and public order and respect social ethics.
Article 101, The public property of the People’s Republic, of China is sacred ang

inviolable. It is the duty of every citizen'to respect and safeguard public property.
Article 102. It is the duty of citizens of the People’s Republic of China to pay taxes

agcording to law. y W
Article 103. It is the sacred duty of every citizen of the People’s Republic of China {g

China grants as:}lum to any foreign nationg|
for taking part in the peace movement or for

defend the homeland.
It is the honcurable duty of citizens of the
military service according to law.

People’s Republic of China fo perform

Chapter IV.
National Flag, State Emblem, Capital

7

An Men under the light of five stars, framed with ears of grain, and with a cog-wheel

at the base,
Article 106. The capital of the People’s Republic of China is Peking.

S
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FOR A LASTING PEACE, FOR A PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY!

On Draft Constitution of People’s Republic of China
Report by Comrade LIU SHAO CHI | |
at Eirst Session of First National People’'s Congress, Peking, September 15

Fellow .Deputies,

The framing and adoption of the Constitu-
tion of the People’s Republic of China is an
event of enormous historic significance in
the political life of our country. The, most
important task of the first Session of the
first National People’s Congress is the
adoption of the Constifution of our country.

The Draft Constitution now submitted to
the Congress has emerged after much
serious preparation. |

The Committee for the Drafting of the
Constitution of the People’s Republic of
China, headed by Comrade Mao Tse-tung,
Was formed by the Central People’s Gov-
etnment Courcil on January 13, 1953. In
Marchy 1954, this Committee accepted the
first draft of the Constitution submitted by
the Central Committee of the Communist
Party of China. Serious discussions ol this
draft were then organised in Peking and
all other principal cities in the couniry,
in which more than 8,000 persons, represemn-
tative of the various democratic parties and
froups, people’s organisations and people
6l ali seciions of society, took part over more
an two months, That means lo say, all

I, The Draft Constitution

of China is an Epitome

tion, we have

Worked on the basis of facts. But what are
these facts? They are: that we C.hmese
People have “won complete victory in our
long-drawn-out  revolutionary struggles
against imperialism, fendalism and"hu‘r‘cau-
Chat-capitaTism ; that our !)cpplc s-demo-
cratic state, led by the working class and
based on the alliance of wm:kers and pea-
sants, has been solidly established ; that the
socialist sector in China’s economy has ngv.:
assumed a position of vigorous I?adcrs]up 3
that our country has embarked on its sy_sten_'l-
atic socialist transformation, a_n‘d is in
gradual transition towards socialidt society:

From these facts it naturally follows 1h,at
our Constitution cannot but be a pe\?plg 8-
democratic constitution: It is a conshluho_n
of the socialist type, not of the bourgeois

In drawing up the Constitu

type. ; X ;
The Draft Constitution which we have
submitted is an epitome of the historical

¢reric of more than a hundred years
z?pluxlelrt«;;zoﬁtrliﬂgh?s‘ \vaged by 1hfi Chinese
people ; it also epitomises hlsioTICH]'EX])e-
rience on the guestion of the Constitution
and the constitutional movement in modern
China.

The Chinese people had 'lived for long
vears under {he dark rule of imperial-
ism and feudalism. Over a hundred years
ago forelgn capltalism began to invade
China, which' fact revealed the utter inca-
acity of China's feudal rufers at thattime
{he country. The more serious
aggression and oppression Irom nul':\i‘dc
. the more despolic domestic politics
From then on, China, great nalion
WAaS, prm-ticnlly Jost !wl: status
yendent stale in her flll'(!rl;'_{ll re-
he hroad masses of the Chinese
to uniold ‘suffering.

P
to  defend

grew,

became.
though she
as an indef
lations and the DI
were suhjected

gté-alji,!i'il was at this time Hlf:l “I.[‘ '(Ilhiil?vsu
people began to Wage @ .\’“I’“‘l‘ﬂ .:,l';'il'!::'!':;l"’i
ary siruggle apainst if)_f'.'i!f’?" l—:ili;»-_“[-” fmtl
domestic feudalisi- Jo save il el

Bkl enlightened peo

many th. Tl
soal the trubh: 18y
Wl e bhiare chagt D0 GBBE TR Sl i i

tashape her destiny

these 8,000 or so persons actually took part
in the drafting of the Constitution. The
Drait Constitution which emerged from re-
vision of the aforementioned draft was made
public by the Central People’s: Government
Council on June 14, 1954, for people all over
the country to discuss. Discussions lasted
for more than two months and more than
150 million persons took part. The broad
masses of people expressed their warm
support of the Draft Constitution, and at
ihe same fime put forward many sugges-
tions for amendment and revision. In the
light of these suggestions, the Commitiee
for ihe Drafting of 'the Constitution of the

People’s Republic of China made further

tevisions of the origindl draft, which were
later discussed and adopted at the 34th
meeting of the Central People’s Governiment
Council on September 9, 1954 : hence this
Draft Constitution - now submitted to the

Congress.

I am now going to make a report
to the Congress on the Draft Constitution ol
the People’s Republic of China on behalf
of the Committee for the Drafting of the
Constlitution.

of the People’s Republic

of Historical Experience

The revolutfonary group headed by Sun
Yat-sen insisted on the realisation, tln'-uu;:h
revolution, of the democratic constitutional-
ism they hoped for, that is, demaocratic
constitutionalism of a hourgeon_; character.
Judging by the historical condit:ong of that
time, they were correct in pursuing that
line which represented the demand of the
masses of the people. It was under gh_e1r
leadership that the revolution of 1911, which
was of great historie significance, broke out.

The revolution which brake out an
October 10, 1911, overthrew the rule
of the Marchu dynasty, put an end to Chi-
na's feudal monarchy which had !as{od.for
more than two thousand years, brought into
heing the chuhlic of China and 'ihe re-
volutionary provisional government in Nan-
king headed by Sun Yat-sen, and introduced
a “provisional constitution” which had' the
character of the constitution of a bourgeois
republie and had a progressive significance.
This revolution implanted the idea of a de-
moeratic republic into people’s minds. It made
the people rccognise that any word or deed
which ran ecounter to this idea was ufterly
impermissible. The reyvolutionaries at thab
time, however, had their shortcomings. They
did not have a thoroughly anti-imperialist
and anti-feudal programme, nor did they
broadly mobilise and organise popular forces
on which they could rely. As a result, they
conld not win complete vietory over im-

perialism and feudalism. Finally the reyolu-
flon failed, and the reactionaries led by
Yyuan Shih-kai seized power. From then on
China entered a period when she was suc-
cessively controlled by various cliques of
the Pi,-i}}:mu warlords. The provisional con-
stitution was forn to shreds. The "“Republie
of China” begame metely an emply name.
The revolutionaries led by Sun Yal-sc.n
carrled on their struggle against the Pei-
yang watlord governmient, but withoul any
result.

Under the rule of the Pelyang warlords,
the gituation in China went from bad to
worse. All the prineipal imperialist countries
i1 the world gerambled for pickings i Ghina,

He reorganised the Kuomintang and formed
an alliance with the Communist Party fo
fight against imperialism and * feudalism.
Thus, a new phase of revolutionary strug-
gle began.

In 1927 when the revolutionary Northern
Expedition carried out jointly by the Kuo-
mintang and the Chinese Communist Party
was advancing towards victory, the Kuo-
mintang dominated by Chiang Kai-shek re-
nounced Sun Yat-sen’s policy and betrayeil
the revolution. Since then, the responsibility
for leading the Chinese revolution has been
{aken over completely by the Chinese work-
ing class and its party, the Communist
Party of China, Subsequently, the Chinese
revolution has manifested a depth, thorough-
ness and a mass scale absolutely unparallel-
ed in all previous revolutionary movements.
In the course of the agrarian revolution-
ary war, the war of resistance to Jap.zmese
aggression and the people’s war of libera-
tion, the Chinese people gradually created
their powerful people’s-revolutionary 'arn'iy
and vast revolutionary bases, where they
established the people’s-democralic power
based on a united front and carried through
varions social reforms, reaping a wealth of
revolutionary | experience,  Revolutionary
struggles across the years prove that the
path from new democracy to Socialism as
pottited aul by the Clilnese Communist Party
is the only path leading to the salvation of
China. This path won very high prestige
among the people of the whole country.
Alter the conclusion of World War 11, {he
Chinese people finally defeated the reaction-
ary Chiang Kai-shek clique wh?ch Was sup-
ported by American imperialism and, in
1949, achieved a great victory in  the
People’s Revolution. g

The Kuominlang government headed by
GChiang Kai-shek was the last of the reac-
tionary governments that had successively
tuled China in the past. That government
never even wanted a constitution. But when
it was at its last gasp, it, too, attempted to
save itself with the help of a bogus consfl-
tution. The constitution concocled by the
Kuomintang government in 1946 was resolu-
tely opposed by the Chinese Communist
Party, the various democratic parties and
groups of China and the Chinese people as a
whole ; and like other reactionary govern-
ments in the past, Chiang Kai-shek's regime

. finally collapsed less than three years after

promulgation of this bogus constitution.
Meanwhile, the Young China Parly, the
Democratic Sacialist Party and ather counter-
revolutionary parties and groupings that had
supported this bogus econstitution were dis-
carded by the people. This is something that
must still be fresh in the memories of all
Deputies.

For the last hundred years and more,
the struggle between the revolutionary
forees and the counter-tevolutionary forees
in China hgs never stopped for a single
day. On the question of the stale system,
this bitter struggle reflocted itself in the
demand of threé different kinds of forces
for three different kinds of econsiitutions.

Firstly, the bogus constitutions conecocted
hy the Manchu dynasty, the Peiyang war-
lords and Chiang Kai-shek's Kuominlang.
These reaclionary rulers of the feudal and
comprador class were oppesed even fo bour-
goois democragy and neyer really wanted a
constitution at all- Therefore, only when their
reactionary regimes were fotlering to col-
lapsc under the impaet of revolutionary
forees, when their own doom was in sight,
did they hastily congoct frauduylent “eon-
gtitutions” in the hope that by so doing they
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That is why we say that the Draft Cons-
titution which we now present is an epitome
of the historical experience of the Chinese
people’s revolutionary struggle for more than
a hundred years as well as an epitome of
the historical experience of Chinese con-
stitutionalism in modern times.

And, of course, our Drait Constitution is
also an epitome of the new histarical ex-

-perience gained since the founding of the

People’s Republic of China. {

In 1949, the Chinese People’s Politica
Consultative Conference adopted a Common
Programme which has served as a provi-
sional  constitution. .This Common Bro-
gramme summed up .the experience of the
revolutions in the past, especially the expe-
rience gained in the people's revolutionary
bases, It proclaimed the establishment of
the People’s: Republic of China. It defined
the basic policies that the People’s Republic
of China would carry out in different fields
of activily. :

The Common Programme has been
persistently carried through by the Central
People's Government and the local people’s
governments of all levels.

Although the People’s Republic of China
has been in existence only five years, our
country has undergone vast changes.

Firslly, our couniry is no longer in the
position of @ colony or dependency under
the domination of foreign imperialism. It
has become a really independent state, At
the opening session of the Chinese Peo-
ple's Paolitical Consultative Conference in
September 1949, Comrade Mao Tse-tung
solemnly declared : “the Chinese, who com-
prise one quarter of humanity, have stood
up”. For more than a hundred years,
the Chinese people made untold sacri-
fices to free themselves from domination
by foreign imperialism. Their aspirations
have been realised. The really nation-wide
movement to resist American aggression
and to aid Korea conducted since 1950
has further strengthened the position of our
country as an independent state. She has
assumed her place as a great power in the
international arena. Together with the So-
viet Union and the People's Democracies,
China has become a strong bulwark of
world peace.

Secondly, the age-old grip of feudalism

on our country is now ended, The system
of feudal exploitation, which was once the
cause of China's stagnation, backwardness
and humiliation, has, by a nation-wide mass
movement of our people, been completely
uprooted in most parts of our country.
. Thirdly, our country has put an end to
the long period of chaos. It has achieved
infernal peace and an unprecedented unifi-
cation of the entire mainland. The various
nationalities in China, no longer diserimi-
nated against and mistrustful of each other
as in the past, are closely uniled in com-
mon struggle against the imperialists and
the public enemies of the people found
among them, as well as oR the basis of
national equality, friendship and mutual
assjstance.

Fourthly, our country has fo a great
extent put an end to the situation in which
the people had no political powér. It has
atfained a high degree of democracy, The
masses of the people haye organised them-
selves through the great mass movements

like agrarian and other social reforms, the -

suppression  of counter-revolulionaries, fe-
sistance to American aggression and aid to
Korea. An enormous number of peaple who
un'c‘(l to care nothing about the affairs of the
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The American imperialists and the trai-
torous Chiang Kai-shek clique tell us that
China should return to its old path of
colonial yoke and feudal control. They say
that aur people are “living a grim life”, and
that they must come back to “liberate” us,
overthrow the People’s Republic of China
and resurrect their reactionary rule. That
is to say, our people must' again be placed
under the sanguinary rule of imperialism,
feudalism and bureaucral-capitalism. As
we know, the people of China, who have
been liberated only after more than a
hundred years of struggle, will never aliow
our country to revert to this old and tragic
path. But United States imperialism, the
traitorous Chiang Kai-shek clique and the
special agents and  counter-revolutionary
elements on the mainland ‘insist- that our
country should go back to the old path.
Now the American imperialists are still
occupying Taiwan and the traitorous Chiang
Kai-shek clique are still holding out in
Taiwan, riding rough-shod over the people,
all the time plotting their return' to the
mainland, We are still facing a real danger
of reactionary comeback. It would be a
mistake for anyone to overlook this danger,
The people thronghoul China, therefore, must
be ever on their guard, make great efforts to
strengthen our national defence, and cairy
out a resolute struggle for the hberation of
Taiwan and o wipe oul the ({raitorous
Chiang Kai-shek clique once and for all.

Is it still possible for China to take the
capitalist road and develop capitalism so
that China may become a capitalist statep
Some backward people may perhaps enter-
tain such an jllusion; but itisa most mis-
taken and very dangerous illusien. Comrade
Mao Tse-tung has said: “The bourgeois re-
public is something which has existed in
foreign lands but could not exist in China.”
The Chinese people, led by the working
class, today will not allow capitalism to
flood this country; and still less will they
permit the people’s-democratic dictatorship
led by the working class to be turned into
a bourgeois diclatorship. World capitalism
is already on the decline and all the most
developed capitalist countries have now
reached a dead end, while the socialist
Soviet Union and the People’s Democracies
liave become prosperous and strong. Our
people, led by the working class, are
building Socialism, the face of our countiry
is changing, and the people’s material and
cultural life is being imptoved step by step.
This belng the internal situation, will the
Chinese people give up their bright - and
prosperous future of Socialism and take, the
capitalist path which leads to suffering and
privation? OF course, they will not. There-
fore, those who have siich illusions must
quickly get rid of them. Those who do not
wish fo stop dreaming and whe stick to
theit Illusions face the possibility that they
will swerve 1o the dangerous path pointed
by the imperialists. This is because those
who insist on China taking the road to
capitalism are bound to link up with {he
imperialists,. But the imperialists would
never aflow  China to bhecome an indepen-
dent capitalist country; they would merely
turn China into a colony under imperiatist,
feudal and comprador rule, That was {ihe
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sufficient: why should we have a constitn-
tion ? In the last few years, we have often
heard talk about “conselidation of the
new-democratic order”. This kind of talk
reflects the idea of maintaining the status
quo. But is this possible at “all? It is
impossible for the two conflicting rela-
tionships of production under Socialism
and capitalism to develop side by side in
a couniry without interfering with each
other. “China will either change inio @
socialist state, or a capitalist ‘state; to keep
China from changing means to halt the
movement of all things — and this is
absolutely impossible. As I have already
said, the road along which. China could
change into a capitalist state is barred.
Therefore, the road to Socialism is the only
bright’road for her to take. Moreover, she
has to take this road, because this is the
law of China’s historical development.

It can ‘therefore be seen that China’s
advance along the road to Socialism is
fixed and unalterable. There is no other
road for China to take.

Sitice the founding of the People's
Republic of China, China has been traveliing
filong the road 1o Secialism. The Preamble
to the Dralt Constitution etates: 4

“The period from the founding of the Peos
ple's Republic of China to the atiainment
of asoclalist  sociely is one of transitions
The cenlral task of the ‘state during this
transition period is to bring about, step
by step, the socialist industrialisation of
the country. and to accomplish, step by
step, the socialist transformation of
agriculture, handicrafts and capitalist
industry and commerce.” !
Aince 1953 China has already entered.
the period of planned economic construe-
tion with Socialism as its goal. It is,
therefore, essential for us now fto take
another step forward on the basis of the
Common Programme, to adopt a constitution
like the one now submitted to you, in
order to set down in legal form the central
tasks  of our country in the transition
period,

To bring about socialist industrialisation
and socialist transformation of our country
is an extremely arduous and complicated
task. To carry out such a task wa need {n
mobilise the forees of the people of the
whole country, develop the initiative and
enthusiasm of the masses and overcome
all kinds of difficulties under a correct and
highly centralised leadership. Thevefore
we need, on the one hand, to bring the
people to take an ever fuller part in deémos
oracy, and to extend the scope of people’s
democracy; on the other hand, we need to
bring about a highly unifled leadership of
the state. For this purpose, there is every
necessity for us to adopt a constitution
much. more comprehensive than thé Cem-
fmon Programme, such a one as s now
being submitted to you.

While it was uonder discussion, tha
people heartily acclaimed « the  Draft
Constitution because it correctly stmmed
up the historical experience of our countrys
This Draft Constitution is - born of the
people’s will and refleets their interests.
It is also a product of the ehormous changes
{hat have vceurred in our country.

The  people " also aeclabn  Wis  Drafh
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dettocratic constitution: 14 s 8 constitution

of the socialist type, not of the bourgesis
type,

The Draft Constitution
submitied i
experience
of heroic
people ; it
tiey

_ which we have
an epitome of the historical
of more than g hundred years
struggles waged by the Chinese
also epitomises historieal expe-
Ite on the question of'the Constitution
and the constitutional Mmovement in modern

China,

The Chinese people Hhad 'lived for
years under the dark rule of fmperial
sm and feudalism. Ovep a ‘hundred years
ago foreign capitalism began to invade
Chi!m. which' fact revealed the utter inca-
Pacity of China's feudal rulers at that time
to defvlnd the country. The more serious
-‘!.t_g”gr_vs:mm and  oppression  from outside
i?;?:ﬁothis-"mm duspuhc‘ domestic polities

S SO e 'ont Ghing great nation
;}l"iih ”‘2‘3;0 Was, practically lost her status
lations untl[p[?udﬁt?t.zlat? .l.n\ uee fOFClE[] o
B be suhl'?t‘t masses of th‘e Ch:n_cse
R A “Ju_% cc_l to untold 'suffering.

LR s time that the Chinese
peaple began to Wape a valiaht revolution-
ary struggle againsg foreign capitalism and
domestic feudaligy. Ta
reshape her fJ(‘SHHY,. Many’ enlightened peo-
ple tried their best to seek the truth, The

i ? : s v
made great efforts g study the bourgeois

b 1rgeois
politics and culture of ), West, thinki
that these Western boypepnai WLty e

i o 8Cois ways could
save China. Having done S0, they attempted
to madel the state structure and social Fs;s
tem of our country on the patern of [h;
Western capitalist countries,

One of lhelse attempts was the reform
movement which followed China’s defeat by
Japan in 1894, This was conducted by a
group of reformers headed by Kang Yu-wei,
who wanted China to have a constitution
that would allow capitalism to develop with.
out fundeentaHy changing her feudal sys-
temn. Thelr principles won the approval and
support of many people at the time. Though
they were reformists, their reform tove-
ment Was progressive, judged by the stan-
dards of those {imes.” That was why it
incurred the enmity of the feactionary clique.
In 1898 their activities came to naught be-
eause of repression by the reactionary clique
headed by the Empress Dowager Tse-hsi.

China's defeat in 1894 roused a broad
mass movement, Simultaneously with the
reform movement of Kang Yu-wei group,
there developed a movement of other revali.
tionary groups, including one headed by
gun Yat-sen. Aller the failure of the Kang
yu-wei group, they organised the “Tang
Meng Hui” (Revolutionary League) in
j305. Unlike the reformers, these people
¢herished the idea of esfablishing a hour-

eois-democratic republic and they waged
» revolutionary struggle for the overthrow
of Manchu rule. To that extent they were
3 great stride ahead of, the reformers,

The Manchu regime was hard put to it to
pold out in face of the rapid expansion of
the revolutionary Tforces. In an attempt,
nowever, to maintain their sway, to deceive
the people and head off their revolution, the
Manchu rulers about fifty years ago
announiced a “preparafory period for consti-
tytionalism” and in 1908 promulgated
“the principles of the constitution”. The
main aim of “the principles of the
constitution”  was  the maintenance of
feudal, absolute rule, although making
a show of acceding to ,some of the
people’s demands. The people, however, put
no trust in these promises, nor did they
believe that this sort of “constitution” could
improve the condilions of their countty. In
fact, they rejected this fraudulent “constitu-
tionalism™. While the revolutionaries led by
Sun Yat-sen took a resolute stand against
it, the reformers headed by Kang Yu-wei
came out in its support. As a consequence,
the latter met with opposition from the re-
volutionary group and were thrown over-
board by the people.

long
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save China and .

Nt 3 L Timeamsnnuc yuans, nrougnt mro
1\":'1!':‘?["’“I:I}TJL;VRI’PII[DIic of China and the re-
i o4 e pr")\'l\ﬁl(ili"ll government m Nan-

'8 headed by Sun Yai-sen, and introduced
4 “provisional tonstitution” which had! the
character of the constitution of a bourgeois
1‘ypuhlic and had a progressive significance.
This revolution implanted the idea of a de-
moeratic republic into peaple’s minds. It made
the people recognise that any word or deed
which ran eounter to this idea was tilterly
impermissible. The revolutionaries at that
time, however, had their shortcomings, They
did not have a thoroughly anti-imperialis
and anti-tendal programme, mor did they
broadly mobilise and organise popular forces

o which they could rely. As a result, they
could not win complete victory over im-
perialism and feudalism. Finally the revolu-
tion failed, and the reactionaries led by
Yuan Shih-kai seized power. From then on
China entered a period when she was sue-
cessively controlled by various cliques of
the Peiyang warlords. The pravisional con-
stitution was torn to shreds. The “Republie
of China” hecame Merely an emply narme.
The revolutionaries led by Sun Yat-sen
carried on their struggle against the Pei.
yang warlord government, but without any
result.

Under, the rule of {he Peiyang warlords,
the situalion in Ghina went from bad o
warse. All the principal impetialist countries
in the world scratbled for pickings in China.
Civil wars between warlord cliques backed
by theip respective imperialist mastets con.
tinued for years on end. Utter confusion
provailed. One warlord after another seized
the reins of government in Peking. In order
to maintain the warlord conitrol, the nom-
inal president Tsao Kun, the last of the
Peiyang warlords, proclaimed in 1923 a
sham  “Constitution” which {he people
promptly rejected. The Kuomintang, led by
Sun Yat-sen, and the Communist Party of
Ching, were against this “constitution” and
regarded it as a fake. The government of
Tsao Kun collapsed one year after {he
proclamation of this fake constilution.

In the years before and affer the re-
volution of 1911 those who wanted 1o
save the country could try to find a way
out for China only along capitalist lines,
It was only after the first world war and
the October ‘Socialist Revolution in Russia
that” the Chihese people) began to see the
steady decline of Western capitalism and the
rise of the great sun of Socialism. On
May 4, 1919, a great revolutionaty movetnent
against imperialism and feudalism broke

“outin China. The working class movement in

China began lo surge up. Then, advanced
elements among 1he Chinese people became
firmly convinced that it was Socialism,
rather than capitalism, that would solve the
Chinese question.

This well-founded belief held by the
advanced elements was soon accepled by the
masses. In 1921\ the, Communist Party of
China—the Marxist-Leninist Party of the
Chinese working class—was founded, thus
creating a new situation for the GChinese
revolution. Since then the Chinese revolu-
tion has become a people’s-demacratic ro-
volution led by the working class, that is,
the new-democratic revolution, which formis
part of the world socialist revolution: and

receives the support of the socialist Sovict
Union.

At this time Sun Yat-sen, great revolu-
tionary that he was, came to understand
from his expericnce gained in long years
of struggle that, in order to realise the aim
of saving China, “we must bring about a
thorough awakening of our people and ally
ourselves in a cotiimon struggle with those
peoples of the world who treal us on the
basis of equality”. He boldly adopied a three-
point policy of uniting with the Soviet Union,
uniting with the Communist Party and giv-
ing assistance to the workers and peasants.

tely opposed by the Chinese Communist
Party, the various demaeratic pariies and
groups of China and the Chinese people 45 a
whole ; and like other reactionary govern-
ments in the past, Chiang Kai-shek's regime
finally collapsed loss than three years after
promulgation of this hogus constitution.
Meanwhile, the Young China Parly, the
Demacratic Soeialist Party and ather counter-
tevolutionary parties and groupings thal had
supported this bogus constitution were dis-
carded by the people. This is something that
must still be fresh in the memories of all
Deputies.

For the last hundred wyears ‘and more,
the struggle between 1he revolutionary
forces and the counter-revolutionary forces
in China has never stopped for a single
day, On the question of the state system,
this bitler struggle reflected itself in the
demand of three different kinds of forces
for three different kinds of constitutions,

Firstly, the bogus constitutions concocled
by the Manchu dynasty, the Peiyang war-
lords and Chiang Kai-shek’s Kuomintang,
These reactionary rulers of the feudal and
comprador class were opposed even to bour-
Beois democracy and never really wanted a
constitution at all. Therefore, only when theiy
Teactionary regimes were lottering to col-
lapse under the impact of revolutionary
farces, when their own doom was in sight,
did they hastily concoct fraudulent “con-
stifufions” in the hope that by so doing they
could prolong their moribund reactionary
rule by the decorative facade of a bourgeois
constitution, Naturally, they failed.

Secondly, the sort of constitution yearned’

for by the Chinese national bourgenisie for
many years in the past, that is, the con-
stitution of a bourgeois-democratic republic.
The provisional Conslitution which came
out of the bourgeois 1911 revolution and
which was immediately scrapped by Yyan
Shih-kai, was the only one of this kind in
Chinese history.

Although many nations in the world did
establish bourgeois republics after having
got rid of feudalism, a bourgeois republic
in semi-colonial and . semi-feudal  Ghina
was mere illusion, The reason is {hat,
because the Chinese bourgeoisic was inca-
pable of leading the people to defeat the
combined forces of foreign imperialists and
domestic reactionaries, it could not 4urn
China into a bourgeois republie, and con-
sequently could not bring forth a bourgeois
constitution in *China.

Thirdly, the constitution of a people's
republic led by the working class and based
on the alliance of workers and peasants }
that is the Constitution we are going to
enack,

Comrade Mao Tse-tung long ago point-
ed out \that after the victory of the
people’s revolution led by {he working class,
the republic to be established would not be
a bourgeois dictatorship, but a people’s-de-
mocratic dictatership led by the working
class and based'on the alliance of workers
and peasants, This people’s republic, led by

the working class, would lead China to
Sacialism  and not to capitalism, The
truth is {his: the bogus constitutions

drawn up on several occasions by the reac-
tionary ruling cliques of the feudal and
comprador class withont exceplion failed
to hoodwink the peeple and were rejecled
by the people; and those who had a hand
in  these hogus constitutions and those
who supported ‘them were cast aside
by the  people. As a. malter of facl,
successive  reactionary  rulers  collapsed
soon after they produced their  bogus
constitutions, and their so-called “constiiu-
tions™ all became mere scraps of paper.
Moreover, for scores of Years, despite all
kinds of efforls by diiferent people in
China to bring into being a bourgeois
constitutional  government  nothing was
accomplished, Any genuine conslitution
for China can only be a people's-democratic
and socialist constitution. Only such a con-
stitution conforms to the interests of the
vast majority of the people and enjoys their
support.
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international arena. Together with the So-
viel Union and the People's Bemocracies,
China has become a strong bulwark of
world peace,

Secondly, the age-old grip of feudalism

on olr country is now ended. The system
of feudal exploitation, which was once the
cause of China's stagnafion, backwardness
and humiliation, has, by a nation-wide mass
movemment of our people, been completely
uprooted in most parts of our country,
. Thirdly, our country has put an end to
the long period of chaos., It has achieved
infernal peace and an unprecedented unifi-
cation of the entife mainiand. The various
nationalities in China, no longer diserimi-
nated against and mistrustiul of each other
as in the past, are closely united in com-
mon struggle against the imperialists and
the public enemies of the people found
among them, as well as og the basis of
national equality, friendship and mutual
assistance.

Fourthly, our country has to a great
extent put an end fo the situation in which
the people had no political powér. It has
attained a high degree of demacracy. The
masses of the people have organised them-
selves through the great mass moyements

like agrarian and other social reforms, the -

suppression of counter-revolutionaries, re-
sistance to American aggression and aid to
Karea. An enormous number of people who
used to care nothing about the affairs of the
state are now taking an active part in the
political life of the couniry. On the basis
of their owr experience the masses
throughout the country have keenly realised
that the people’s congresses are the best

form of political organisation for the peo--

ple to administer their own country.

Fifthly, thanks to the boundless enthu-
siasm and initiative shown by the people
in their work since liberation and {hanks
to the aid from our great ally, the Soviet
Union, our country has, within a very short
time, rehabilitaled the national economy
which had been ruined by the imperialists
and Kuomintang reactionaries, and entered
upon socialist construction and socialist
transformation. Socialist economy has in
real life proved beyond all doubt.its vast
superiority to capitalist economy. It has
become increasingly stronf and is daily
consolidating -its position of leadership in
the national economy. The practical steps
and concrele measures towards Socialism
taken by our state have won ihe support
of the masses of our people. Since 1953 we
have been carrying out, in line with our
objective of building Socialism, the first
Five-Year Plan to develop {he national
cconomy, and successes have already been
achieved. .

This shows that our country has taken
big strides ahead during the last five years;
that once state power is in the hands of
a people who atre organised and given proper
leadership, it creates an invincible force
that will free the people from a life of
misery, enable our country to advance rap-
idly and 'improve the materfal and cul-
tural life of the people. It also explains
wlhy our state and Government enjoy
the support and confidence of the entire
people as well as the sympathy and sup-
part of the peace:loving peoples throughout
the s warld.

Modern Chinese history shows that our
people have leng  debaled a fundamental
problem: which is China's way out, capi-
talism or Socialism? The tremendous chan-
ges that have taken place in our country
over the last five years provided. an illu-
minating answer. Life in the past five years
has fully proved that the only correct path
which our country can take is to pass from
the present society with its complex strue-
ture fo a society” with a unified socialist
economic siructure, that means transition
from {he present new-democratic society 1o
a socialist soclety. : .

Is there any other way out for China, in
the light of events of today?

EMREy OMARY CWAIT ML Y S PnEasHD o
Hood this country; and still lesa lwill they
permil the people's-democratic dictalorship
led by the working class o be furted info
8 bourgeois dictatorship, World capilalism
I8 already on the decline and all the most
developed capitallat countries have now
reached a dead end, while the socialist
Soviet Union and the People’s Democracies
have become prosperous and slrong. Our
people, led by the working elass, are
building Socialism, the face of our country
is changing, and the people’s material and
cultural life is being improved step by step.
This being the internal situation, will {he
Chinese people give up their bright - and
prosperous future of Sacialism and take the
capitalist path which leads to suffering and
privation? Of course, they will not. There-
fore, those who have such illugions must
quickly get rid of them. Those who do not
wish fo stop dreaming and who stick to
their illusions face the possibility that they
will swerve to the dangerous path pointed
by the imperialists. This is because those
who insist on China taking the road to
capitalism are bound to link up with the
imperialists. But the imperialists would
never allow China to become an’ indepen-
dent capitalist country; they would merely
turn China into a colony under imperialist,
feudal and comprador rule, That was the
path taken by the fraitor Chiang Kai-shek.

Is there any other cpurse for China {o
take ? Some people may perhaps think of
maintaining the status quo, taking neither
a capitalist road nor a socialist road, but
preserving a  situation containing both
socialist and capitalist elements — which.
means continuing the existing conditions in
which we live. It is well known to @il of
us that Chinafs nowin a transition period,
building a socialist society. This period is
also called in our country the new-
democratic period, a period during which
our econonmy Is characterised by Bboth
socialist and eapitalist elements. Some
people hope that this condition can be
maintained permanently and that it would
be best not to make any change at all. They
say that the Common Programme is quife

Gomman Programme, o adont @ coAsimiion:
like the ane now submitled to you, in
order {o set down in legal form the central
tasks  of ouf couniry in the tranalticn
petiod,

To bring about socialist industriafsation
and gocialist transformation of aur couniry
is an extremely arduous and complicated
task. To carry out stich a task we need io

mobilise the foroes of the people™of the

whale eountry, develop the initiative and
enthusizsm of the masses and overeome
wll kinds of difficulties under a correct and

highly  centralised leaderahip.
we- need, on

demoeracy; on the other hand, we need to
bring about a highly uhified leadership of
the state. For this purpose, there is every
necessity for us to adopt a constitution
much. more comprehensive than the Coms=
mon Programme, such a one as is now
belng stibmitted to you.

While it was under discussion, the
people  hearlily dcclaimed the Drait
Constitution because it correctly summed
up the historical experience of our country.
This Draft Constitution is born of the
people's will and reflects their ifiterests.
It is also a product of the eniormous changes
that have oceurred in our country,

The people " also acclaim fhis Draft
Constitution because it has correctly drawn
upon the experience of other countries,
While  drafting the Constitution thé
Committee for the Drafting of the Constitu=
tion referred to all the constitutions, past
and present, of the Soviet Union, as well
as fo the Constitutions of the People’s Ded
mocracies. It is abvious that the experiefnce
of the advanced socialist states, headed by
the Soviet Union, has heen of great. helq,}
to us. Our Draft Constitution embodies
both the experience of our own country;
and that of other countries. It is not only
the product of . the people’s-revolutionary
movement in China but also a product of
the international socialist movement,

That is the historic significance of ouf
Constitution, d

Il. Some Explanatory Remarks About
the Basic Content of the Draft Constitution

Now I should like {o

give some explanation of the basic content of the Draft

Censtitution under the following four headings :

L 3
1. THE CHARACTER OF OUR STATE

Article 1 of the Draft Constitution lays
it down that “the People’s Republic of
China is a people's-democratic state led by
the working class and hased .on the
alliance of workers and peasants”. The
Preamble and many' Arficles of the
Draft Constitution clearly indicate that a
broad people's-democratic united front still
exists under our country’s system of peo:-
ple’s democracy.

The fruth that only by relying on the
leadership of the working class is it pos-
sible for the Chinese people to win libera-
tion from the oppression of imperialism,
feudalism and bureaucrat-capitalism has
lofig since been proved by historical facts
over a long period. After the people had
wan vietory, a new problem cropped up,
that is, would the working class continue
to be as capable and confident in leading
national construction as it had been in the
past?

Ii some people adopted a wait-and-see
attitude on this question in the beginning,
facts during the past five years have fully
Froved what unusual tfalent the working
class: possesses in leading the state. To
secure the fruits of victory already won by
the Chinesqg people, it is necessary to fu-

7

ther  consolidate and strengthen the werke
ing class leadership of the state. Suceess
in our cause of socialist construction and
socialist fransformation would be unthink-
able without such leadership. g
Continuous consolidation and strengthen-
ing of the worker-peasant alliance is the
basic guarantee of successful leadership
by the working class. This is as true in the
revolutionary wars of the past as in the

- national construction of today. The worker-

peasant alliance of our country, tempered
infthe revolutionary struggle against impea-
rialism and feudalism, has been strengthens
ed, not weakened, since the founding of
the People's Republic of China. In the
course of gradual transition”to Socialism,
the peasants are bound to change, ‘and
haye, in fact, begun to do so. The changs
takes the form of gradual transformation
of individual peasanis leading a precarious
lile into socialist, co-operative farmerss
Only when the working class leads the
peasantry to advance along this path of
co-operation can the peasants’ livelihood
be steadily improved and the worker-peas

& o

.sant alliance made closer and firmer.

(Continued on page 4)

Therefors
the ore hand, 1o being e’ 8
people 1o take an ever fuller part in demos
cracy, and to extend the scope of people’s”
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(Continued from page 3)

Among the working people of our coun-
try, besides workers and peasants, there
is a large number of urban and rural indi-
vidual workers engaged in handicrait or
non-agricultural labour. They rely for their
living entirely or mainly on their own la-
bour.. The working class must do its best
to unite with these working people in the
common ‘task of building Socialism as it
does with the peasantry. To unite with
them is part of the task of the worker-
peasant alliance.

The fact that our state is led by the
working class and based on the worker-
peasant alliance shows the fundamental

- character of our state. It shows that China
is a people’s-democratic state. People's De-
mocracies are entirely different in character
from capitalist countries. In capitalist coun-
tries, no matter how much they prate about
“democracy’, it is, after all, the bourgeoisie
who rule, although they constitute only a
tiny fraction of the population. Here in
cur country, the true masters of the state
are the people, comprising the overwhelm-
ing majority of the country’s population.

The intellectuals of our country played

a very important part in the revolutionary
movement of the past, and they will play
a still more imporfant role in building So-
cialism. Coming firom different social
classes, intellectuals cannot by themselves
form an independent social class. They
~can, however, when they align themselves
with the working people, become working
¢lass intellectuals, or, when they align
themselves with the bourgeoisie, bourgeois
intellectuals ; and, to the extent that they
align themselves with the overthrown feudal
and comprador class, a handful of them
have become reactionary intellectuals. Our
state must take care to rally all intellec-
tuals, except the handful of reactionary in-
tellectuals who hold fast to their reaction-
ary position and carry on their activity
against the People’s Republic of China. It
must help them to remould their ideology
and devote their ability to the cause of
building Socialism. Comrade Mao Tse-tung
long ago said: “All intellectuals who have
distinguished themselves in the service of
the people must be respected as valuable
gssets to the'stale and society.”

The Preamble to the Draft Constitution
points out: “In the future, the Chinese
people’s-democratic united front will con-
tinue fo play its part in mobilising and
- uniting the people of the whole country in
the struggle to accomplish the central task
of the state in the transilion period and
. 1o oppose internal and external enemies.”
- This signifies the important role to be
played in the fransition period by the peo-
ple's-demoeratic united front fed by the
working class and composed of the various
demacralic classes, democratic parties and
o @roups - andpeople’s  organisations.  This
united front means an alliance based on,
and broader than, lhe worker-peasant alli-
ance, an alliance between the working peo-
pleand all non-working people with whom
to-operation is possible. It is a mistake for
some people to believe that, since we are
building Socalism, it is no longer possible
; a_!jd necessary for such an alliance to con-
tinie,

9 country in the transition period still
~has its national bourgeoisie, 1t is known

Report by Comrade LIU SHAO CHI {

that in any society where exploiting and
exploited classes exist, the class struggle
always persists. But owing to special his-
torical circumstances in our country—that
she was formerly a nation oppressed by
foreign imperialism—there was not only a
conflict befween the Chinese working class
and the national bourgeoisie; there was
also an alliance between them which slill
exists. The national bourgeoisie, under the
leadership of the working class, joined the
national and democratic revolution in the
past. In the last five years, led by the state,
it also took part in patriotic movements
and in economic rehabilitation. Since the
serious struggle of the San Fan movement
(against corruption, waste and bureaucrat-
ism) and Wu Fan movement (against the
bribery of government workers, tax evasion,
theit of state property, cheating on govern-
tent contracts and stealing economic in-
formation: for private speculation) many
capitalists have raised the level of their
political understanding and demonstrated
their willingness to accept socialist trans-
formation. This makes it possible for our
state to adopt the policy of step-by-step
socialist transformation of capitalist indus-
iry and commerce. And we are at present
carrying out such a transformation. In the
transition period the national bourgeoisie
still plays an important role in our na-
tional economy. It can still make a definite
contribution to the state in -such fields as
expanding production, improving manage-
ment of enterprises and production techni-
ques, and {raining skilled workers and
technicians, as well as by accepting so-
cialist transformation. In the transition
period, the national bourgeoisie has a de-
finite status in political life.

In the sociely of our country, and es-
pecially among the national minorities, there
are people of other classes who love their
country, and theé state should make special
efforts to rally them.

This shows that the present united front
of our country still has a broad basis.

The Communist Party of China has long
pointed out that the great revolutionary
unily of the people of the entire country
under the leadership of the working class
is essential not only to the people’s-demo-
cratic revolution of our country, but also
fo the realisation of Socialism. For impe-
rialism still confronis us. At the same time,
in our country there are actually only two
roads for the people to choose: either to
be enslaved again by imperialism, or to
bring about Socialism. Only by advancing
towards Socialism can China achieve inde-
pendence, bring about democracy and attain
prosperity and strength. In such a situa-
tion, it is possible for all patriots who are
unwilling to accept colonial slavery to
unite under the fleadersiip of the working
class and to accept the socialist path. Pro-
vided that the leadership of the working
class and the alliance of workers and pea-
sants are continually strengthened, 'the
broader the possibilities for unity among
the people become, the greater will be the
benefit. fo- the cause of Socialism. Theres
fore, our- Constitution must be a constitu-
tion within the framework of which the
people of the entire country umite to build
a socialist society.

2. STEPS TO BE TAKEN IN THE TRANSITION
TO A SOCIALIST SOCIFTY

at First Session of First National Pe

social change, the working class and the
rest of the labouring people must proceed
by way of a revolution to overthrow the
state system of bourgeois dictatorship. But
the existing political and economic condi-
tions in our country are entirely differzat
from those of the capitalist countries. Our
country has set up the state system of
people’s democracy led by the working
class. Our country already possesses an
ever-growing. socialist state-owned eco-
nomy, which has become the leading force
of the entire national economy, while capi-
talist economy is no longer dominant in our
country. Consequently, the socialist revolu-
tion in our country differs from that in the
capitalist countries. In our country, the
question of overthrowing the state system
of the bourgeoisie does mot arise. We can
proceed with our step-by-step social-
ist transformation by means of the existing
machinery of state and social forces. More-
over, as/I have mentioned ecarlier, we have
in our ‘country a relationship of alliance
hetween the working class and the national
bourgeoisie. For this reason, in eliminating
the system of capitalist exploitation in our
country, we «do not have fo adopt the
methods used in carrying out the land re-
form in 1950-52, when we launched a broad
mass movement over a short period of
time and eliminaled the feudal land system
at one stroke. Socialist transformation of
capitalist industry and commerce by the
state will be gradually realised over a rela-
tively long period of time, through various
forms of state capitalism, We shall give
the capitalists the necessary length of time
so that they may accept the transformation
step by step, under the 'ledadership of the
state and the working class. Of course,
strugeles are bound to occur. There are
struggles now, and there will be struggles
in the juture, Even mnow some capital-
ists are still engaged in unlawful pursuits
and some of them have gone as far as to
set their faces against socialist transfor-
mation. For this reason, the Draft Consti-
tulion provides that “the state .forbids
capitalists to endanger the pubiic inferest,
disturh the social econoimic order or under-
mine the mational econdmic plan by any
kind of illegal activily”. The idea that
there is no longer class struggle in our
country is completely wrong. Punishment
will tave to be meted out to those capital-

ists who engage in unlawiul pursuits or

disruptive activity. It is inconiceivable that
there should be no complicated stru»g\g:le_as
we pass from the process of r'eslt'nch'ng
¢apitalist exploitation to that of eliminating
it. But the aim can be achieved by peacg:fq]
struggle through the control of the admini-
strative bodies of, the state, the leagdership
of the state-owned economy, and the super-

vision by the mass of the workers. The capir |

talist, provided he realises the march of
events, provided he is willing to accept
socialist reform, and provided he does nob
act against the law or wreck the property
of the people, can enjoy the concers of the
state and will have proper arrangements
made for his life and work in the fz.}ture:
nor will he be deprived of political rights.
There is a igreat difference between this and
our policy towards the class of feudal land-
lords, The leadership of the working class
in the state and the solid alliance of wor-
kers and peasants, the leading position of
soclalist economy in the national economy
e anlied Front - within. the
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restricted. In our country it is therefore
possible to eliminate capitalism in the
countryside step by step
building of co-operatives wand restrictions
on ihe development of rich peasant eco-
nomy. Struggle is of course unavoidable.
Disruptive activity by the rich peasanis
cannot be overlooked. In"many areas, rich
casants are known to have opposed unified
purchase and distribution by the state and
to have undermined the mutual-aid and-
co-operative movement. Such rich peasant
elements who are guilty of disruption must
be punished. However, in view of ' the
entire political and economic situation of
our country, it will not be necessary to
start a special movement, as was the case
in the land reform, to eliminate the rich
peasants. In the fulure, those rich peasants
who have already given up exploitation
may be allowed to join co-operatives on
certain conditions and continue to reform
themselves, provided the agricultural
producer co-operatives have been consoli-
dated and the agreement of the peasants
is obtained. ,

During the nation-wide discussion of . the
Draft Constitution, not a few people asked :
the Draft Constitution lays it down, on
the one hand, that the state protects

.oapitalist ownership of means of produc-

tion and other capital according to law.
On the other hand, it also says that the
state will carry out the socialist transforma-
tion of capitalist industry and commerce,
and step by step replace capitalist owner-
ship with ownership by the whole people.
Is this not a contradiction ?

Whatever contradiction there is' simply
reflects the contradiction existing -in real
life. During the fransition period in our
country, we have not only Socialism but
also capitalism, The contradiction between
these two different kinds of ownership ‘is
a contradiction which exists objectively. In
the present stage, capitalist industry and
commerce have qualities which are
beneficial to the national welfare and the
people’s livelihood; at the same time, thay
also have qualities which are not beneficial
to them. Therein lies the contradiction —
in the very existence of oapitalist industry
and commerce itself. OQur policy, which
aims at resolving the contradictions between
Socialism and capitalism, consists, on the
one hand, in recognising the exisience of
capitalist ownership and utilising the
qualities of capitalist industry and com-
merce which are beneficial to the national
welfare and the people’s livelihood, and
on the other hand, in restricting the
qualities of capitalist industry and com-
merce which are not so. Transitional forms
will be employed to create conditions for
the replacement, step by step, of capitalist
ownership with ownership by the whole
people, Some of the concrete  steps
concerning the transition fo a socialist
sociely laid down in the Draft Constitu-
tion wre aimed at correctly solving this
contradiction.

In the wetual conditions of our country,
the policy and methods which we have
adopted to build Socialism are correct. The
truth of this can be proved, too, by the
clamour of ottr enemies and by the com-
ments in the foreign capitalist press.

The imperialists and the traitorous
Chiang Kai-shek clique in Taiwan very
much dislike seeing us bnild Socialism in
shar s (i Tt SEE T i p L el o e o

through the -

because it helps the people to exercise their
own power and parficipate constantly in
running the state through this political sys-
tem, thereby bringing into full play their
initiative and creativeness. Clearly, if there
is no suitable political system that enables
the masses to use their abilities in running
the stale, it is impossible to mobilise and
organise them effectively for the building
of Socialism. 3

Our people’s congresses al all levels are
hased on universal franchise. The Draft
Constitution states that all citizens on reach-
ing the age of 18 have the right to elect
and be elected, irrespective of nationality,
race, sex, oceupation, social origin, religioﬁs
belief, educational level, property status, or
length of residence. Owing to various cir-
cumstances that still prevail, in the elec-
tions in our country it is still necessary, in
accordance with law, to deprive feudal land-
lords and bureaucratic capitalists for a given
period of their right to elect and be elected :
to specify that the number of Deputies re.
lative to population differs in proportion as
between cities and villages; to adopt a
multi-level electoral system; and to use the
show-of-hands method in most basic. level
elections. Our electoral system will be gradu-
ally improved and, when conditions are
ripe, our country will adopt the system of
completely universal, equal, direct and se-
cret ballot. The present electoral system,
however, is appropriate to present conditions
in our country and the most convenient for
the people. It takes into special considera-
tion the national minorities and various de-
mocratic classes by providing for appro-
priate quotas of Deputies to represent them.
People's congresses at all levels created by
such elections are fully representative of the
people’s will, and are thus people’s repre-
sentative organisations of a highly demo-
cratic character. -

According to the provisions of the Draft
Constitution the exercise of supreme staie
power is completely unified in our National
Peqple's Congress, while all our state
administrative bodies, from the State Council
to the people’s councils at local levels, are
created from and supervised by the bodies
exercising state power, that is, the National
People’s Congress and the local people’s
congresses at all levels, and may be re-
moved by them. Our state administrative bod-
ies, therefore, can in no circumstances act
independently of the people's congresses or
against the will of the people’s congresses
The functions and powers of the head of
state in our country are jointly exercised by
the Standing. Committee of the National
People's Congress and the Chairman of the
People’s Republic of China elected by the
National People’s Congress, This conforms

“to the actual situation of our country and is

based of our experience in the building up
of the highest bodies exercising state power
since the founding of the People’s Republic
of China, Ours is a collective head of state.
Neither the Standing Committee mnor {he
Chairman of the People’s Republic of China
has powers exceeding 1hose of the National
People's Congress,

No important affairs of our state are to
be determined by any singte person or small
number of persons. Since the people's con-
gresses are finslituted as the basic political
s._vsic-m of our country, all important ques-
tcllcl)?s; ).;nusb liml submitted to them for di;-,.

sslon and decision, Important questions
am:.cl‘mglth? whole nation must ble {{1:311\[\?:;

' is that the Chin
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combined. They think {hat where there i
democracy there cannot be centralism, and
where there is centralism there cannot
democracy. When they see the political un
nimity of the people in our state bodies a0
find a highly unified leadership throughout
the country, they try to show that “there s
no democracy” here. The trouble with them
is that they simply do not understand peo-
ple’s democracy, and consequently have ™
ldela what centralism on the basis of peo:
ple’s democracy means. g

The common interests of the people and
their unity of will are the starting point ©
the work of the people’s congresses and all
:state bodies. Therefore, it is possible
in all state bodies to arrive at political
unanimity of the people based on democracy-
But political unanimity does not mean 2
lesseni‘ng or elimination of criticism an
seli-criticism. On the contrary, criticism an
self-criticism is a most important expres:
s;_onnof{ (;urbd_emocratic life. In the work
ol all state bodies in our country there aré
?Oililnd to be defects and mistakesb.r Therefore
'ull scope must be given to criticism and
bOiE-CrlthlSﬂ‘! at sessions of the National Peo”
ple’s Congress, at sessions of local people’s
congresses at all levels, and. at meetings
of all state bodies and in their daily
activities. We must use the weapo
of criticism and seli-criticism to drive
forward the work of the state bodics
constantly: correcting defects and mistakes
and fighting against bureaucratism. which
et;}]l)e[is departure from the masses, so that
le state bodies can maintain reéular an
close contact with the masses and correctly
1{'§E_lect- their will. If there is not full cfi’
olfcl.j:lr]n and self-criticism, political unanimity
£ € people can neither be achieved nor

aintained. Suppression of criticism in ouf
state bodies is a legal offence.

From a bourgeois viewpoint, it is impos:
. { ! ] '1)05
gll})rlemtgn{mderstand the political system of
2R con:g‘ Many foreign bourgeois papers
oty mented on {he political system
Pobg N our Draft Constitution. Some
L o]faYe shown S’urprise at the broad
“one cannott)ubr tpeopIcS congresses, sayind
G .Iu feel 'surprised, in particular,
e midable functions ang powers of

¢ National People’s Congress”, Others
?)rgue 'whelher the role of Chairme;n of the

eople’s Republic of China is comparable to
that of a French or an American Presideﬂl'
Thes? C?mmentakors invariably try to judge
?ur sysiem by the political system of the
bourgeois countries, or make all sorts of
f,tater.nen?s based on their own warped
:rm?gmatton. The pity is that they miss the
,_,r.(.ates.t and most fundamental thing. They
still fail to see the tremendous change that
has occurred. in Chinese history. This change
i wab the Chinese people, led by the wark-
ing class, hav. g masfers ¢ i
Smbie g © become {he masters of their

Hbtl:\ other foreign bourgeois commentators
a ]TC‘.O“T s.yelalum of centralism and the
cr:; eclive spirit of our peaple. On these
?,r:;:]n(lb”they allege “there is no individual

Om -~ 1n our country and that we “ignore
personal inferests” ' f i o say
B us sts™. 1 therefore wish to say

W Words on the question of whether a
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* heavy industry,

i _pg{éple‘s-,dcmom‘alic united front will con-

finie to play ifs part in mobilising and

~ uniting the people of the whole country in

the struggle fo aceomplish the central task
of ‘the state in the transition period and
to appose internal and exterpal enemies.”
This - signifies the important role to be

_played in the transition period by the peo-

ple's-demacratic united front led by the
working class and composed of the various
democratic classes, democratic parties and
groups and people’s organisations, This
united front means an alliance’ based on,

" and broader than, the worker-peasant alli-

ance, an alliance befween the working peo-
ple and all non-working people w1:th whom
co-operation is possible. It is a mistake for
some peaple to believe that, since we are
puilding Socialism, it is no longer possible
and necessary for such an alliance to coil-
tinue.

Our country in the transition period still

has its national bourgeoisie. 1t is known

{o the realisation of Socialism. For immpe-
fialism still confronts us. At the same time,
in our country there are actually oaly two
tpads for the people to choose: either to
be enslaved again by imperialism, or to
bring about Socialism. Only by advancing
towards Socialism can China achieve inde-
pendence, bring about democracy and attain
prosperity and strength. In such a situa-
tion, it is possible for all patriots who are
unwilling to accept colonial ‘slavery to
unite under the leddership of the working
class and to accept the socialist path. Pro-
vided that the leadership of the working
class and the alliance of workers and pea-
sants are continually strengthened, the
broader the possibilities for unity among
the people become, the greater will be the
benelit to. the cause of Socialism. There-
fore, our Constitution must be a constitu-
tion within the framework of which the
people of the entire country unite to build
a socialist society.

9. STEPS TO BE TAKEN IN THE TRANSITION
TO A SOCIALIST SOCIETY

Acticle 4 of the Draft Constitulion states:

. “The People’s Republic of China shall en-

sure the step-by-step abolition of systems

‘of exploifation and the building of a so-

cialist sociely by relying on the organs of
<tate and the social forces and through so-
cialist industrialisation and socialist trans-

~ formation.”

To ensure the thorough implementation

~ of the policy laid down in Article 4, many
. provisions are made in other Arlicles under

{he heading of General Principles. These
provisions define both the general object
of building a soclalist society and the con-

" crete steps towards building such a so-

ciety.

In the transition period of our country
there are still many different economic sec-
{ors, The ownership of the means of pro-
duction in our country at present falls

“mainly into the following calegories : state

cwnership, jthat is, owrnership by the whole
people; co-operative ownership, that is,
eollective ownership by the working masses;
ownership by individual working people ;
and capitalist ownership. The task of the
clate is to strive to strengthen and develop
the first two categories, that is, the socialist
sector of our economy, and bring about siep
by step socialist transformation of the latter
two categories, that is, the non-socialist
ceclor of our economy. Consequently, the
state “ensures priority for the development
of state-owned economy” and pays special
altention to the step-by-step building of
the main economic founda-
Hon “of Socizlism. At the same time, the
state “encourages, guides and helps the
development of co-operative economy” and
encourages and guides “{ransformation of
capitalist industry and commerce into vari-
‘ous forms of state-capitalist egonomy, step
by step replacing capitalist ownership with
ownership by the whole people.”

These provisions in the Drait Constitu-
{ion are, of course, not based on imagina-
tion but on changes in social and economic
relations that have actually taken place
since the founding of the People’s Republic
of China, and on the experience of the
masses. All of them are therefore practic-

~able. With regard to these provisions, [

would like to talk on the following ques-
tions :

The first is the question of forms of tran-
sition: As we are aware, the socialist trans-
formation of agriculture, handicrafts and
capitalist industry and commerce is a very
arduous task. We cannot hope to accomplish
this transformation overnight. We must
proceed step by step in the light of the
experience and political consciousness of
the masses and in accordance with what
is possible in the actual situation. Our ex-
perience has proved that socialist transfor-

crafts or of capitalist industry and com-
merce, may have its transitional forms and
that it is ufterly necessary that the transi-
tional forms we adopt be flexible and
varied.

The chief fransitional form for the so-
cialist transformation of agriculture and
bandicrafts is the co-operative based
on the partial collective ownership of the
working masses, such as, for example, the
agricultural producer co-operative which has
begun to develop in our countryside in the
past few years and which is characterised
by the fact that land is invesied as shares
by the members and that operation is uni-
fied, In  the historical circumstances of
China, by gradual and widespread employ-
ment of this transitional form, the masses
oi individual working people can proceed
more smoothly, through a semi-socialist co-

tive ownership by the working masses.

The fransiiional form for the socialist
transformation of wapitalist industry and
commerce is state capitalism. In the his-
torical circumstances of China, we can carry
out the gradual socialist {ransformation of
capitalist industry and commerce through
various forms of state ‘capifalism. Stale
capitalism under the conirol of a stale
led by the working class is different in
nature from state capitalism under bourgeois
rule. As Lenin said: “State capitalism is
capitalism which we shall be able to restrict,
the limits of which we shall be able to
fix.” In slate capitalist economy, on {he
one hand, capitalist ownership is not yet
abolished and capitalists can still make
profits; but on the other hand, they can
no longer, with impunity, pursue profit as
their only aim. Through the transitional form
of state capitalism, favourable conditions
can be created for the eventual replace-
ment of capitalist ownership by the owner-
ship of the whole people.

The fact that these transitional forms
are specifically laid down in the Drait
Constitution is of immense significance to
socialist transiormation of our country.

Next, I shall speak on the question of
building a socialist society in a - peaceful
way. During the nation-wide discussion
oi the Drait Constitution, not a few people
asked ; why does the Preamble {o the Draft
Constitution state that the system of peo-
ple’s democracy of our couniry can ensure
that China will eliminate exploitation and
build a socialist society in a peaceful way?

In our couniry, excepting for a very few
areas, the system of feudal exploitation
has been eliminated in the course
of the revolutionary ~war and the land
reform. But in order to build a socialist
society, it is also necessary to eliminate the
system of capitalist exploitation. This is
a step further in social change. In a ocapi-

mation, either of agriculture and handi-

talist country, in onder to carry through this

operative cconomy of this kind, to collec- -
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will have fo be meted out to those capifal-

ists who engage in unlawful pursuils or

disruptive activity. It is inconceivable that

there should be no complicated struggle as
we pass from the process of resiricting
capitalist exploitation to that of eliminating
it. But the aim can be achieved by peacelul
struggle through the control of the admini-

strative bodies of, the stale, the leadership |

of the stafe-owned economy, and the super-
vision by the mass of the workers. The capi-

talist, provided he realises the fnarch of !

events, provided he is willing to accept
socialist reform, and provided he does not
act against the law or wreck the properiy
of the people, can enjoy the concern of the
state and will have proper arrangements
made for his life and work in the future;
nor will he be deprived of political rights.
There is a great difference between this and
our policy towards the class of feudal land-
lords, The leadership of the working class
in the state and the solid alliance of wor-
kers and peasants, the leading position of
socialist economy in the nafional economy
as a whole, the united ‘front within the
country, together with the favourable inter-
national situation, are the necessary condi-
tions which will enable our country to eii-
minate exploitation in a peaceful way and
build a secialist society.

So far as socialist transformation in
various areas inhabited by mnational
minorities is concerned, full attention must
be paid to the peculiarities of development
of the nationalities concerned. 1 will deal
with this question later.

Then, about the question of the rich
peasant. During the nation-wide discussion
of the Draft Constitution, many people
asked: "The Drait Constitution lays it down
that ‘the state policy towards rich peasant
economy is one of restriction and gradual
climination’,—how  shall we undersiand
this ?”

We all know that rich peasant economy
is capitalist economy in the couniryside’;
the rich peasants are the last remaining
exploiting class in the countryside. In our
country, rich peasant economy has never
been well developed; that portion of the
land rented out by the rich peasants was
redistributed in the land reform. Since
this reform, rich peasant economy is also
oreatly restricted as a result of the
development of producer co-operatives,
supply and markeling co-operatives, and
credit co-operatives, as well as by the
policy of unified purchase and distribution
by the state of grain and other main
agricultural  products. Though a small
number of new-type rich peasants emerged
in the countryside, rich peasant economy,
generally speaking, ‘has not grown but
declined. The average holding of the rich
peasant at present is only twice as big as
that of the ordinary peasant. Most rich
peasants who formerly hired labour now
no longer do so, or do so very seldom.
Those who praclise usury are decreasing;
those who engage in trade are also greatly
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one hand, in recognising the existence of .

capitalist ownership and utilising  the
qualities of capitalist industry and com-
merce which are beneficial to the national
welfare and the people’s livelihood, and
on the other hand, in restricting the
qualities of capitalist industry and com-
merce which are not so. Transitional forms
will be employed to create conditions for
the replacement, step by step, of capitalist
ownership, with ownership. by the whole
people, Some of the concrete steps
concerning the transition fo a socialist
society laid down in the Draft Constitu-
tion are aimed at correctly solving this
contradiction.

In the wctual conditions of our country,
the policy and methods which we have
adopted to build Socialism are correct. The
truth of this can be proved, too, by the
clamour of our ememies and by the com-
ments in the foreign capitalist- press.

The imperialisis and the traitorous
Chiang Kai-shek clique in Taiwan very
much dislike seeing us build Socialism in
China. They are slandering us every day.
And no wonder! It is all because we have
done the right thing.

Some hourgeois newspapers in foreign
countries have discovered to their disap-
pointment that the road our country will
%ake, as laid down in our Draft Constitution,
is “the road that the Soviet Union has
traversed”. True, the road we shall take
is the road traversed by the Soviet Union.
About this we Have not the slightest doubt.
T}]c Soviet road is the road all humanity
will eventually take, in accordance with
the laws of the development of history. To
bypass this road is impossible. We have
always believed that Marxism-Leninism is
universal truth. '

In order to undermine the cause of build-
ing Socialism in our country, our cunning
enemies hired certain people who—like the
Trotskyists and Chen Tu-hsiu-ites—pretend
to be “leit” but attack our practical steps
and measures in carrying out the socialist
transformation of our country. They say

that we have “not made a thorough job cf

it", that we are “too compromising” and
that we have “departed from Marxism”.
With such nonsense they try to confuse the
people. They suggest that we sever our
alliance with the national bourgeoisie and
immediately deprive them of all they have
got. They also complain that our agri-
cultural policy is going “too slow”. They
want us to break up our alliance with the
peasants. Aren't such ideas sheer nonsense?
If we did what they want, it would please
only the imperialists and traitor Chiang
Kai-shek, '

The Chinese people have not only set
themselves the goal of building Socialism
but mapped out practicable steps to achieve
it. This inevitably causes great displeasure
to our enemies. But it is all too plain that
what our encmies dislike most is precisely
the best thing for the Chinese people.

3. OUR POLITICAL SYSTEM OF PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY
‘AND THE PEOPLE’S RIGHTS AND DUTIES

Article 2 of the Draft Constitution lays it
down that: “All power in the People’s Re-
public of China belongs to the people. The
organs through which the people exercise
power are the National People's Congress
and the local people’s congresses at cvery
level.” This provision and those contained
in other Arficles specify that the political
system of our country is that of people’s
congresses. In the light of long experience
of political construction in our people’s-re-
volulionary bases and with the experience
of the Soviet Union and the People’s De-
mocracies as reference, our Common Pro-

gramme five years ago decided on this kind

of polilical system for our couniry. Now,
summing up the experience of the work of
our state organs and the experience of all
levels of the people’s representative confer-
ences of all circles in the past five years,
the Draft Constitution makes more complete
provision for the political system of our
country. This political system which we have
adapted is bound up with the fundamental
nalure of our state. It is this polilical
system which we, the Chinese people, are
adopting to ensure our country’'s advance
toward Socialism,

The system of people’s congresses is the
proper political system for our country,

fes, therefore, can in mo circumstances act
independently of the people’s congresses or
against the will of the people’s congresses.
The functions and powers of the head of
state in our country are jointly exercised by
the Standing Committee of the National

People's Congress and the Chairman of the
People’s Republic of China elected by the
National People’s Congress. This conforms
to the actual situation of our country and is
based on our experience in the building up
of the highest bodies exercising state power
since the Iounding of the People’s Republic
of China. Ours is a collective head of state.
Neither the Standing Committee nor the
Chairman of the People’s Republic of China
has powers exceeding those of the National
People’s Congress.

No important affairs of our sfate are to

be determined by any single person or small
number of persons. Since th- people’s con-
grésses are instituted as the basic political
system of our country, all important ques-
tions must be submitted to them for dis-
cussion and decision. Imporfant guestions
affecting the whole nation must be discussed
and decided upon by the National PEOF_’IE'5
Congress, or by its Standing Commitlee
when the National People’s Congress is not
in session, while important questions of a
local eharacter must be discussed and de-
cided upon by the local people’s congresses.
Thus the people’s congresses of our country
are bodies exercising state power, capable
of making decisions on important questions
and supervising their implementation.
- The second paragraph of Article 2 of the
Draft Constitution declares: “The National
People’s Congress, the local people’s con-
gresses at every level and other organs of
the state, without exception; practise demo-
cratic centralism.” Our system of democratic
centralism is explained by the fact that the
exercise of stale power is unified and concen-
trated in the system of people’s congresses.
A fteactionary publication issued in Hong
Kong asserfed that our “system of people’s
congresses is a system of exitreme concen-
tration of power”. These reactionaries scein
to think they have found something o attack
us with., However, we Marxist-Leninists have
long since publicly declared that we stand
for centralism. The question is what kind
of centralism—the despotic centralism of a
handful of big feudal lords and capitalists,
or the democratic centralism of the mass of
the people led by the working class ? These
{wo systems of centralism are poles aparL.
In the Draft Constitution, we have combined
a high degree of centralism with a high
degree of democracy. Our political system
has a high degree of centralism but it is
based on a high degree of democracy.

While people are themselves still subject-
ed to oppression, they cannot fully concen-
trate their will and strength. It is precisely
for this reason that the Chinese people in
the past were ridiculed as being like “loose
sand”. The revolution concentrated the peo-
ple’s will and strength and, having liber-
ated themselves and set up their own stale,
the people have naturally concentrated their
whole will and strength on building up their
stale apparatus, making it a powerful wea-
pon. The stronger the people’s state appa-
ratus, the more powerfully it can defend the
people’s interests, protect the people’s demo-
cratic rights and assure the building of So-
cialism, ‘

When Comrade Mao Tse-tung discussed
{he polilical system of our country in his
work “On Coalition Government”, he stated
clearly : “it is at once democratic and cen-
tralised, that is, centralised on the basis of
democracy and democralic under centralised
guidance”. That is our principle.

Not a few people often mistakenly assume
democracy and centralism to be two abso-
lutely antagonistic things which cannot be
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These commentatars invariably try to judge
our sysiem by the political system of f{he
bourgeois counlries, or make all sorfs of
statements based on ftheir own warped
imagination. The pity is that they miss the
greafest and most fundamental thing. They
still fail to see the tremendous change that
has occurred in Chinese history. This change
is that the Chinese people, led by the work-
ing class, have become the masiers of their
own couniry.

Still other foreign bourgeois commentators
attack our system of centralistn and the
collective spirit of our people. On these
grounds they allege “there is no individual
[freedom” in our couniry and that we “ignore
persofial inferests”. I therefore wish to say
a few words -on the question of whether g
high degree of centralism and the collective
spirit of the people impair the personaj
interests and the personal freedom of fhg
M148Ses.

Many Articles in the Draft Conslitution
provide for the enjoyment by our citizeng
of many freedoms and rights. The Drafy
Constitution provides for freedom ol speech,
of the press, assembly, associalion, proces.
sion and demonstration, and lays down thy
the stale shall provide the necessary .
terial facilities to guarantec to citizens fhy
enjoyment of these freedoms. The Drap
Constitution also declares : *“The ffeodlom of
the person of citizens of the People’s Ry
public of China is inviolable. No citizen mgy
be placed under arrest except by decision gf

a people’s court or with the sanction of ty,

People's Procurator’s Office.” It declares thy
“the homes of citizens of the People’s pe
public of China are inviolable, and p'rivacy
of correspondence is protecled‘ by law”, apq
ihat “Citizens of the People’s Republic
China have ireedom of residence and chiang,
of residence”. i

The Drait Constitution also lays
ihat citizens have the g A
to wark and to education, and that the wor).
ing people have the right to leisure ang ¢
material assistance in old age, illness o
disability. Furthermore, it provides that fp,
state shall, step by step, extend the Materig|
conditions, which are now still i“ad.equate
to guarantee to cilizens the enjoyment of
these rights; and the Draft Cozqstituﬁ(}a
also provides {hat citizens have Ireedom of
religious belief. Our state is able to concery
itself with the freedoms and rights of every
citizen. This is, of course, because of {yg
state system and the social sysiem our coun,
try has. The mass of the people of no capi.
talist country enjoy, or can enjoy, as brgag
a measure of personal freedom as dp it
people.

Some foreign commentators find it strange
that while we strive to safeguard the peq;
ple's-democratic liberties and rights, we alg
suppress all treasonable and counter-rey,.
lutionary activities and severely punish
{raitors and counter-revolutionaries. Of coyre,

.anyone who expects our Constitution g gy,

sure freedom for the activities of f{rajigr
and counter-revolutionaries is bound tg p,
disappointed. As for the foreign imperialists
and their hangers-on who would like {g ep,
slave us, our Constitution and laws wij
never give them the slightest loop-hole. s j
not precisely because we have deprived ths
traitors and counter-revolutionaries of the:
freedom that the people have genuine free.
dom ?

Other foreign commentators findilstrange
that while we safeguard Ireedom of religioys
belief for our citizens, we punish those in.
perialist elements and traitors who don e
cloak of religion but in effect engage in'
counter-revolutionary aclivities. Of courss
anyone who expecis us to protect the free.
dom of imperialist elements and traitors why

(Continued -on page 5)
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tarry out subversive activities against the
Ct.lmese people’s-democratic power are like-
Wise bound to be disappointed. As provided
In the Draft Constitution, our state will, as
it has done in the past, effectively safeguard
freedom of religious belief for its citizens.
B_Ut safeguarding freedom of religious be-
lief is quite a different matter from safe-
fuarding freedom of counter-revolutionary
wlivities ; these two just cannot be mixed
. Nor, similarly, will our Constitution
ind laws ever provide the slightest facility
lor those elements who engage in counter-
"volutionary activities under the cloak of
teligion. There is nothing difficult to under-
sand in this reasoning.

Under the capitalist system, the state

Sdfeguards the interests and freedom
of only the tiny exploiting class mi-
Mority, and takes away those of the

“ploited, the overwhelming majority of
the people.  Here in our country things
¥ just the opposite. We permit no one to
Mpair the interests and freedom of the ma-
lority, the .public interests of the state and
ciety, for the sake of the interests and
"edom of any individual or individuals.
O ihis reason Article 14 of the Draft

nstitution declares: “The state forbids
Ny nerson o use his private property to
Undermine the public interest.” Here in our
“untry, the so-called “freedom” to impair
the public interest is, of course, restricted
O prohibited. But our state does fully con-
% itself with and cares for the interests
9 the individual. The common interest of
Our gfate and society camnot be separated
from {he interests of the individual. Social
m and collectivism cannot stand aloof from
individual interests. Our state’ gives every
Protection to the public interests of the coun-
ity and society. These public interests are
the very foundation on which the individual
interests of the mass of the people can be

satisfied. e

Ours js a slate which is able to inspire
the mass of the people to take an active
part in the public life of the country and
society, It enables the masses to take a
collective viewpoint and voluntarily fl.llf‘li
their obligations to society and the 1c:t:ntmtwr
in their public life. This ie proof that our

4. THE QUESTION OF

amble to the Dralt Constitution
an’crlhin;);;dof its* Articles define fhe rela-
tions of equality, friendship and r_'nutual
help between all nationalities within the
country and safeguard the right of all na-
tional ‘minorities to self-government.

Since the founding of the People’s Re-
public of China, the system under which
nationalities were oppressed has been
abolished. A new relationship has been set
up among the naliona!i}ies wi.thin the coun-
try—one of equality, Ir:tendshm and mutual
help. Political, econoimic and culh_lral wor_k
has begun to develop 11 the national mi-
fority areas. The people’s life ha‘s !)leguu
steadily to improve. ()_ur cnrunnlry has ﬂhcac.iy
become a great jamily of iree and -nq.th.ll
natjonalities. The D”JFE ,r'”']ﬁt‘t“’i”m ;”f';:”'
Porates experieice in this fl(‘:'lfif?ni[li(}n(]::)!l:ls-
Provisions, going bcﬂun!_ “]'r‘]vl)L'uiiomlun-'.'fur
“](“'[ Pi't}gi‘éllfllll(‘, on reg:()lhl @ ot j“ ;
I b fA ; n the political, eco
e nationalities and 0 o s i
omie gnd cultural developt ?

Ong inarities :
I minorities. .. aamaceratic state

: Constitution ensures that all o
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system of people’s democracy corresponds
to the interests of the pecple. Can the mass
of the people possibly lose as far as their
personal interests and individual freedom
are concerned because they have a collec-
tive spirit and fulfil their obligations to
saciety and the country? Of course not !
Under the system of people’s democracy and
Socialism, the mass of the people can see
for themselves that personal interests are
indivisible from the public interest of the
country and sociely ; they are one and tha
same. Under the system of people’s demo-
cracy and Socialism, the people enjoy full
democratic rights and have at the same time
full obligations. Since it is the people who
fully exercise state power, they fulfil their
obligations ds the .masters of the state,

In our country, the’ people’s rights and
duties are in complete harmony. No one has

duties without enjoying rights, and no one:

enjoys rights without duties. The Draft
Gonstitution provides that all citizens must
abide by the Constitution and the law,
ohserve labour discipline and public order
and- respect social interests. It also provides
that all eitizens have the duty to respect
and safeguard public property, to pay taxes
and perform mililary service according: to
law, The Draft Constitution also provides
that “it is the sacred duty of every citizen
of the People’s Republic of China lo defend
the homeland”, All the duties laid down in
ihe Draft Constitution must be performed
by every citizen without exception. These
provisions heighten their splendid sense of
duty toward their greal motherland. Since
ours s a couniry of the people, and the
interests of fthe state and the people are
completely at one, naturally the people con-
sider their duty to the state as something
which they must carry out. No one wha
shirks these duties can avoid public censure,

The people of our country want to devote
their energy to defending our motherland,
to constantly strengthening the system 9{
people’s democracy and to participating in
the great cause of building  Socialism,
This is because fhe fore prosperous and
powerful our motherland, the stronger our
system of people’s democracy, the more de-
veloped our sopcialist cause, the more secure
and broader will become the freedoms and
rights of the people.

NATIONAL AUTONOMY

must heighten their vigilance and give the
imperialists no opportunity of earrying out
their schemes, must strengthen and
consolidate the umity of the motherland
and unite closely in a common effort to
build the great motherland. The Draft
Constitution declares the People’s Republic
of China ‘to be a unified, multi-national
state and . all national autonemeus -areas
to be inseparable parts of = the People’s
Republic of China. Obviously, a provision
of ihis kind is essential and fully corres-
ponds fo the common interests of all
nationalities in our country.

Through ite various provisions, the Draft
ational mino-
genuinely abile o exercise their

rities are
areas  wherever

right to autdnomy in
they live in any number. The organs of self-
gm’f‘:-rnm;\m in ihe mnational autonomous
arpas not only exercise the general func-
and powers of ordinary local organs
put also administer their
ULy e e ML s g il S

tions
of stale power,

‘development of national minorities’ economy

fore, very important for the Han natjonal-
ity to help them. The Han people must give
their sincere and devoted assistance in the
economic and cullural fields to their brother
nationalities, Furthermore, the Han cadres
sent to help work in national minority areas,
in particular, must devote every thought to

and culture and raising of their living
standards. They must wholeheartedly serve
national minorities, help consolidate their
internal unity and patiently help cadres of
the nationalities in these areas to grow in
stature, so that fhey themselves can
assume the leadership of all work in the
area. Influenced by ruling class reaction of
the past, some people, even cadres, of the
Han nationality, still have vestiges of a big
Han chauvinist way of thinking—showing
disrespect to the customs and habits of the
national minorities; . not respecting their
spoken and written languages; refusing fo
acknowledge the fact that the national mi-
norities have religious freedom and the right
to administer their interndl affairs; not
respecting cadres of the national minarities,
even though working in the national
minority areas, and omitting {o consulb
them about work: not believing that,
through practical work, they will be able
to improve. their ability to handle various
matters; and so on. There is 1o doubt that
this way of thinking and behaving is bound
to have a destructive influence on the unity
of the nationalities. It is impermissible
under our state system. The people and cadres
of the Han nationality must constantly
strive to overcome Han chauvinism. On the
other hand, there exists among the mational
minorities a kind of local  nationalist
outiook. This local nationalism, like Han
chauvinism, is another relic of the past. Tt
needs to. be pointed out that this local
nationalist outlook and behaviour, too, is
harmful enough to unity among the na-
tionalities, but totally destructive of the
interests of the nationality itself. Therefore,
it must also he overcome.

The building of a socialist society is the
common objective of all nationalities within
our country. Only Socialism can guarantee
ta each and every nationality a high degree |
of economic and cultural development. Our
state has a duty to help all nationalities
within the country step by step to take
this path to happiness.

But each nationality has a different
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historical background. It certainly cannob
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_be assumed that all the nationalities within

the country can arrive at Socialism at the
same time and by the same means. The
Preamble to the Drait Constitution says:
“In the course of economic and cultural
development, the state will take care of the
needs of the different nationalities and,
in the matler of socialist transformation,
will give full attention -to the special fea-
tures in the development of tihe various
nationalities.” This means that the question
of when and how thesocialist transformation
will be carried out will vary becanse of
different stages in their development. In
all these matters, the mass of the people
of the various nationalities and their public
leaders who are in close contact with the
mass: of the people must be permitted to
take their time to think it over and make
iheir decisions in accordance with their
own desires.

Socialist transformation among certain
national minorities will begin rather later
and may take more time than in areas
where the Han people live. By the time
socialist transformation is under way among
{hese national minorities, socialist {ransior-
mation will probably have achieved big
successes in most parts of the country, By
then conditions for sacialist {ransiormas
tion among these minority nationalities
will be more favourable, because by that
time the state will have still greater ma-
terial strength fo help them. The mass of
the people of the national minorities will
also be willing to take this path once they
sce the benelits of the victory of Socialism
throughaout the country. Even if there may

- till remain a small number of people who

are worried lest socialist transformation
should jeopardise their personal interest,
the state will adopt the necessary policy to
safeguard their livelihood. Thus the social-
ist transformation may take a longer,
gentler, more gradual course in areas
inhabited by national minorities. In such

" areas where democratic reforms have ot

yet been completed, certain moderate mea-
sures can be taken to complete them, so
that these areas may advance gradually
towards Socialism. Everyone in our country
and among the national minorities who
supports the people’s-democratic system and
is united in the big family of the motherland
has his own bright future and has his

prospects in the socialist society. That is

certain.
The above is an elaboration of the basic

content of the Constitution.

Ill. Views on the Draft Constitution Submitted

During the Nation

During the nation-wide popular discus-
sions of the Draft Constitution, many sug-
gestions have been made and a number
of questions raised. I have already answered
dome of these questions. I now wish to
deal with another part of such suggestions
and questions.

The many suggestions made by the people
have all been duly considered by the Com-
mittee for the Drafting of the Constitution.
The questiors touched upon by some of
all within the pravince nob. of the
Constitution bub of various laws. - Such
suggestions will be denlt with when draw=
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them

-Wide Discussions

if the Word "mainly” were not added to the
original text of this Article.

The Committee for the Drafting of the
Constitution is of the opinion fthat this
proposal conforms to the situation actually
existing in our country. That sitnation is
that feudal ownership and forms even more
backward than feudal ownership exist in
a number of areas of our cotntry inhabited
by national minorities. Article 70, the fourth
paragraph, of the Draft Constitution provides
that the seli-government bodies of all aittono-
mous regions “may draw up rules goyerning
the exercise ok aulonomy and other special
regulations suited to the political, economic
and cultural characteristics of the local
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to read: “The siate protects the right of
capitalists to the ownership of ihe means
of production and other capital according
to law.” The term “other capital” in this
paragraph denctes other forms of capiial
apart from the means of production owned
by capitalists, such as commercial capifal.
With these revisions, repetition’ in the pro-
visions of the preceding and following
Articles is avoided.

4, The first paragraph of Article 23 in the
original text of the Draft Constitution lays
down : “The National People’s Congress is
composed of Deputies elected from = pro-
vinces, municipalities directly subordinate
to the central authority, national mino-
rities, the armed Torces and Chingse resident
abroad.” It has now been amendéd to read:
“The National People’s Congress is com-
posed of Deputies elected from provinces,
aufonomous regions, municipalities directly
subordinate to the central 'aulhori’cy,

‘the armed forces and Chinese resident

abroad.” The amendment was made because
in the election of Deputies to the National
People's Congress the national minorities
do nob constitute an electoral unit;
it is the aulonomaus regions, like provinces
and municipalities coming immediately
under the central authority, which are
regional electoral units.

Since, however, Deputies from the na-
tional minorities to the National People's
Congress are elected not only from the
autonomous regions but alse, and in greater
numbers, from provinces and municipalities
coming immediately under the central
authority, attention must be paid fo ensur-
ing adequate - representation of national
minorities in the elections of Deputies to
the National People’s Congress from the
provinces and such municipalities. For this

reason, we have also amended the second -

paragraph of Article 23 {o make it ex-
plicit that the electoral laws must lay
down the number of national minority Depu-
ties and the manner of their election. In
fact provisions to this effect have already
beent made in the Electoral Law of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China for the National
People's Congress and the local people’s
congresses ab all levels promulgated by the
Central People’s Government in  Feb-
ruary 1953, _

5. Amendments are also made to Arti-
cles 34 and 35 of the Draft Constitution relat-
ing to the various committees to be establish-
ed by the National People’s Congress. Ac-
cording to Article 34, the National People’s
Congress establishes a Nationalities Com-
mittee, a Bills Committee, a Budget Com-
mittes, a Credentials Committee and such
other committees as are nacessary. All these
organisations are of a permanent nature.
Their task is to help the work of the Na-
tional People’s Congress, but, by the nature
of their work, the Nationalities Commitiee
and the Bills Committee will have to assist
in the work of the Standing Commiltee of
the National People’'s Congress when the
National People's Congress s not in session,
while the Budget Comrittee and the Cre-
dentials Comimiltee will work only when
the National People’s Congress is in session,
Ta show this difference in the work of the
two kinds of committees, the second para-
graph of Article 34 is amended to read : "The
Nationulities Committee and the Bills Com-
mittee are under the direction of the Stand-

1o help correct possible obstacles in judicial
work, it is quite appropriate to apply the
system of supervising the judicial work of
the peopie’s courts of lower levels by the
people’s courts of higher levels, judging

by the ‘experience in our courts since the
founding of the People's Republic of China,

and by present conditions in our country.

7. The Committee for the Drafiing
of the Constitution has made relatively im-
portant revisions to the provisions relating
{o the institution of Procurator, chiefly in the
four Articles 81to84. It will be seen from
the revised provisions that the machinery of
Procurator’s Office in our country consists
of the Office of the People’s Procurator-

General, the Local People’s Procurators’

and the Special
Offices. In the

Offices of every level
Pcople’s Procurators’
People’s  Procurators’ Offices there will
be the Pracurators’ Commiltees in addi-
tion to Chief Procurators, Deputy Chief
Procurators and Procurators. The Procura-
tors’ Commillees are bodies for seitling.

‘ ynder the leadership of the Chief Procura-

tors, major problems relating to the work
of, the Procurators. The establishment of
such hodies for .joint discussion in the
People’s Procurators” Offices will ensure
collective discussion of problems and enable
the People’s Procurators’ Offices to proceed
with their work more efficiently. We believe
that the adoption of this system in the work
of the institution of Procurators is suited
to existing conditions in our country.

The foregoing are the mare importand

amendments to the Draft Constitution which

we have made after considering the sug-.

gestions of the masses.

I want to mention here, too, the proposals
which have been considered by the Com-
miftee for the Drafting of the Constitution
but have been found unacceptable. Needless
ta say it is impossible to enumerate them
all. I shall only touch upon one or two
points.

(1) Some people propose that the
Preamble should go into detail in narrating
the history of the Chinese Revolution. For
example; more should be said aboub the
role of the Communist Party of China, the
part played by the worker-peasant alliance
and by, the united front in the history of
Chinese Revolution, about the struggles of
the revolutionary martyrs in the past
hundred years or so, and about achievements
scored in various spheres since the found-
ing of the People’s Republic of China and
so on and so forth. These suggestions have

not been accepted by the Committee for the

Drafting of the Constitution.

Others pub forward two coniradictory
sols of proposals in regard {o the Preamble.
One is thab the prospect of Communish
society shoitld be mentioned; the other
maintains that no mention should be made
of things which have nob yet been
realised. These two sets of opinions have
also not been accepted.

Why should these opinions nvob be
accepted ? ‘

It is necessary for the Preamble to make
clage thab the Draft Constitution is 'the
rosult of thie victory of the Chinese Peaple's
Revolution. But the more important reason
for the Preamble to the Constitution is thab
it has to expldin the historical aspect—that
our counfry is now i a period of transition
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gaciely. il enables the masses to ¢
cgll_cclwe viewpoint and velunt
their th'.:;{aticms to saclely
in their

ake a
arily fuliil
: and the couniry
public life. This is proof that eur

: 4. THE QUESTION OF
The Preamble to the Drait Constitution
and many of its Articles define the rela-
tions of equality, Iriendship and mutual
help between all nationalities within the
tountry and safeguard the right of all na-
tional “minorities to self-government.
Sinee the founding af the Prople’s Re-
public of China, the system under which'
nationalities were oppressed has been
abolished. A new relationship has been set
up among the pationalities within the coun.
iry—one of equality, friendship and mutual
help. Political, sconomic and cultural work
h:?itbeil;n to develop in the national mi-
:teadhély tgﬂl:n Th? people’s life has begun
Prove. Our country has already
become _iﬂ_ ‘great family of free and equal
;gimxhef;ériz}:ieb'ra% i(Iofm‘-.»tituiion incor-
ies e : in ks fi : ¢
provisions, going bcyﬂndslli(l)iied Q‘fmltliiemca(;\rflsi
o pf_(’g"“‘ﬁ.‘“ff. Ol regional autonomy for
tllzli‘latéazamﬁzr;n% on the political, eco-
omic
1':1|0nal minorities, evelopment of the na-
Our country is a people’s-democratic state
led by ﬂ‘? working class, ang is, therefore,
now moving towards the goal of a socialist
society. Our country is therefore ghle to
apply the spirit of thorough-going demo-
cracy and national equality to solving the
natlonal question ‘and bringing about
genuine co-operation among the nationaliting
within the couniry. We firmly believe that
it is imperative to enable them to take an
getive part in the political life of the
entire country, while granting them, in
accordance with the principle of regional
autonomy for the nationalities, the right to
pe their own masters, so that they may
administer their own internal affairs. Only
py so doing can the long-established
parriers and discrimination between the
pationalities inherited from the past be
proken dowt, only so can the ties of mutual
frust and unity be progressively strength-
ened- .

The Draft. Constitution clearly states
that {_rres-pectwe of nationality or race all
dtizens of our country enjoy equal rights.
t also declares it illegal in our country
jo discriminate against or oppress any
qtionality. It affirms that all nationalities
o free to use and develop their own
gpoken and written languages and to
rserve or reform their own customs and
pabits: The Draft Constitution thus confirms
in legal form thos'e principles of people’s
democracy ;a!'ul Socialism which our country
slready @pplies to the nationality question,
and specifies the concrete measures to be
{aken in accordance with them.

The Draft Constitution reflects the
jdentity of interests among all nationalities
in our counfry. For more than a hundred
years, these nationalities, both the Han and
the brother nationalities, suffered common
oppmssion by foreign imperialism. The
imperialists resorted to all sorts of intrigues
to disrupt the ties between the nationalities
of our country formed over the long course
of history., They f{ried to carry out thewr
aggressive Poiicy of “divide and rule”.
The establishment of the People’s Republic

~ of China freed all the nationalities of China
jrom imperialist oppression. But the
imperlalists are still vainly scheming in
every way they can to split the nationali-
fies, 5o &s once again to enslave them.
In the face of these waggressive plots of
imperialism, all nationalities in our country
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system of pe sivtieriand, the stronger our
YHWEmof people's democracy, the more des
veloped our socialist cguse, the more secure
and broader Will hecome the freedoms and
rights of the peaple,
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must heighlen their vigilance and give the
imperialists no opportunity of earrying out
their schemes, must  strengthen and
consolidate the unity of the motherland
and unile closely in a common effort to

build the great motherland. The Draft

Constitution declares the People’s Republic
of China o be a unified, multi-national
state and  all national autonomous areas
to be inseparable parts of the People's
Republic of China. Obviously, a provision
of this kind is essential and fully corres-
ponds to the common
nationalities in our country.

Throngh its various provisions, the Drait

. Conslitution ensures that all national mino-

rities are genuinely able to exercise their
right to autonomy in ‘areas wherever
they live in any number. The organs of self-
government in the national autonomous
areas not only exercise the general fune-
tions and powers of ordinary local organs
of state power, but also administer their
own local finances according to the Consti-
tution and within the limits of the powers
preseribed by law; they can organise their
local public security forces in acc?rdance
with the military system of the state, and
draw up rules” governing the exercise of
autonomy and other special regulations to
suit the political, economic and cultural
characteristics of the' local mnatlionalities.
The form of wach self-governmentsbody in
cach national autonomous area may be
determined by the wishes of the majority
of the people of the nationality or nationa-
lities which exercise autonomy in that area,
In their work, the self-government bodies
shall use the spoken and written language
or languages in common use in the locality.
Where people of national minorities live
in any number in an area the size of a
hsiang, while it is impossible and unneces-
sary to establish a self-government body
to exercise all the aforementioned autono-
mous rights, nevertheless  a nationality
hsiang should be similarly set up to meet
the special needs of the nationality or natio-
nalities living there, !

It must be pointed out that dominant-
nation outlook and local nationalism are both
wrong. Both ways of thinking are harmful
to ‘the unity of the nationalities of our
country and to the practice of nationnl
regional aulonomy. From the Preamble to

the Draft Constitution it is clear that not -

only imperialism and the common enemies
of the people within the different nationa-
lities,” but also dominant-nation outlook
and local nationalism must be opposed if the
unity of the nationalities is to be strength-
ened as never beiore.

The Han nationality makes up the over-
whelming majority of the population of our
country. For historical reasons, the Han
nationality has a comparatively higher poli-
tical, economic and cultural level than the
“others. But this.by no means entitles it to
any special privilege or to put on airs
towards its brother nationalities. On the
contrary, it has a special obligation to help
all the brother nationalities in their develop-
ment. Although all the national minori-
ties have won their right to national equal-
ity, they cannol immediately overcome their,
original economic and cultural backward-
ness simply by their own strength and in
their present circumstances. It is, there-

interests of all

revision

it must also be overcome.

The huilding of a socialist society is the
common objective of all nationalities within
our country. Only Socialism can guaraniee
to each and every nationality a high degree
of economic and cultural development. Our
state has a duty to help all nationalities
within the country step by step to take
this path to happiness.

Bubt each nationality has a different
historical background. It certainly cannotb
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that these areas may advance gradually
towards Socialism, Everyone in our country
and among the mnational minoritiss who
Supports the people’s-democratic sysiem and
'S united in the big family of the motherland
has his own bright future and has his
Prospects in the socialist society. That is
cerfain, '

The above is an elaborafion of the basic
content of the Constifution.

Ill. Views on the Drait Constitution Submitted
" During the Nation-Wide Discussions

During the nation-wide popular discus-
sions of the Draft Constitution, many sug-
gestions have been made and a number
of questions raised. I have already answered
some of these questions. I now wish fo
deal with another part of such suggestions
and questions.

The many suggestions made by the people
have all been duly considered by the Com-
mittee for the Draiting of the Constitution.
The questions touched upon by some of
them fall within the province nol of the
Constitution but of wvarious laws. Such

suggestions will be dealt with when draw-

ing up other laws.

By adopting suggestions made by the
masses, a number of changes have been
made in the Draft Constitution, some in
content, others in wording.

It is not necessary to specify here every
in this Draft Constitution now
submitted -to you. I shall cite only the
following few, relatively more important
revisions, and elaborate on them.

1. Revision of the third paragraph of Article
3 of the Draft Constitution, This paragraph
originally read: “All the nationalities are
free to develop their own spoken and written
languages, and to preserve or reform their
own customs, habits and religious beliefs.”

This was originally adapted from a
provision of similar content in the Common
Programme. Some people suggested that it
should be provided in this Arficle that all
nationalities shall be free not only to
develop, but also {o use their own spokei
and written languages. Others suggested
that, since Article 88 of the Draft Constitu-
tion provides: “Citizens of the People’s
Republic of China have freedom of religious
belief”, the provision in this Article to
preserve or reform religious beliefs was
redundant and should be deleted. The Com-
mittee for the Dralting of the Constitution
considered these suggestions to be correct.
It has therefore altered the third paragraph
of Article 3 to read: “All nationalities are
free to use and develop theirsown spoken
and written languages, and fo preserve or
reform their own cusloms and habits.”

2. Revision of Article 5 of the  Draft
Constitution. Set forth in this Article is the
existence of various kinds of ownership
of the means of production in our country.
The suggestion has been made that it
should be clearly formulated that the four
categories of ownership enumerated in this
Article — state  ownership,  co-operalive
ownership, ownership by individual working
people and capitalist ownership—represent
only the main forms of ownership now
existing in our country, but not all. Those
who propose this revision maintain that
apart from these four categories of owner-
ship there are still some others in our
country and .it would therefore be a defech

if the word “mainly” were not added to the
original text of this Article.

The Commiitee for the Drafting of the
Constitution is of the opinion that this
proposal conforms to the situation actually
existing in our counfry. That situation is
that feudal ownership and forms even more
backward than feudal ownership exist in
a number of areas of our couniry inhabited
by national minorities. Article 70, the fourth
paragraph, of the Draft Constitution provides
that the self-government bodies of all autono-
mous regions “may draw up rules goyerning
the exercise ol aufonomy and other special
regulations suited to the political, economic
and cultural characteristics of the local
nationality (nationalities)”. The “economic
characteristics” mentioned here embrace all
the various special forms of ownership in
areas inhabited by national minorities, Of
course, these form only a tiny part of the
national economy as a whole. Moreover, in
Taiwan Province, which has yet to be liberat-
ed, American imperialism and the group
of Chiang Kai-shek traitors are now
ruthlessly oppressing and exploiting the
people in Taiwan. In that Province, foreign
imperialist ownership, bureaucrat-capitalist
ownership and landlord ownership not only
exist but predominate. None of these forms of
ownership is included in the four categories
enumerated in Article 5. !

For this reason, the Committee for the
Drafting of the Constitution has accepted
this proposal and added the word “mainly"”
to Article 5.

Another revision in Article 5 clearly

specifies  that co-operative ownership is

collective ownership by the working masses.
The revision makes the definition of co-
operative ownership clearer, ?

3. Revisions have been madz in the
first paragraphs of each of Articles 8,9 and
10 of the Draft Constitution. The original
text of these paragraphs separately provides
that the state protects the right of the
peasants, handicraftsmen and other non-

agricultural individual working people, as.

well as of capitalists, to own the means
of production and other property according
to law. These provisions in the original
Draft Constitution overlap the provisions
of Article 11. For Article 11 declares: “The
state protects the right of citizens 1o the
ownership of lawiul incomes, and of savings,
houses and the means of life.” This.includes
all citjzens and embraces the right to
ownership of all property other than the
means of production. We have now altered
the first paragraph of Arlicle 8 to read:
“The slate protects the right of the peasants
to own land and other means of production
according to law”; the first paragraph of
Article' 9 to read: “The state protects the
right of handicraftsmen and other non-
agricultural individual working people to
own the means of production according to
law” ; and the first paragraph ‘of Article 10

461  pProvisions (o s eliect ngave aiFcady
been made in the Blectoral Law of the Peo-
ple's Republic' of Chins for the National
People's Congress and {he local people's
congresses ab all levels promuigated by the
Ceniral  People’'s  Government in -~ Feb-
ruary 1953,

5. Amerndments are also made to Arti-
cles 84 and 36 of the Draft Constitution relat-
ing to the various commitlees to be establish:
ed by the National People's Congress. Ac-
cording to Article 34, the National People's
Congress establishes a Nationalities Com:
mittee, a RBills Committee, a. Budget Com-
mittes, a Credentials Commiltee and such
other committees as are necessary. All these
organisations are of a permanent nature.
Their task is to help the work of the Na-
tional People’s Congress, but, by the nature
of their work, the Nationalities Committee
dand the Bills Committee’ will have to assist
in the work of the Standing® Committee of
the National People’s Congress when the
National People’s Congress is not in session,
while the Budget Committee and the Cre-
dentials Committee will work only when
the National People’s Congress is in session.
Ta show this difference in the work of the
two kinds of commitiees, the second para-
graph of Article 34 is amended to read : “The
Nationalities Committee and the Bills Com-
mittee are under the direction of the Stand-
ing Commitiee of the National People’s
Congress when the National People’s Con-
gress is not in session.”

Article 35 provides for committees to be
organised by the National People’s Con-
gress for the investigation of specific ques-
tions. Such provisional committees are
formed to enable the National People’s
Congress to supervise the work of other
slate bodies. They are, therefore, dilferent
in character from the commiltees provided
for in Article 34. Since the original Article
does not make clear the nature and tasks of
this kind of committee, it is amended accord-
ingly. Moreover, according to Article 31
of the Draft Constitution, the Standing
Committee of the National People’s Con-
gress is responsible for supervising {he
work of ather state bodies. To perform this
supervision, the Standing Committee, too,
should have the power fo organise com-
mittees of this kind to investigate specific

" questions. The original wording in Article

35: “the various commitlees established by
the National People’s Congress”, is therefore
changed to: “Committees for the investiga-
tion of specific questions may be organ-
ised by the National People's Congress, when
it considers them necessary, and, when the
National People’s Congress is not in session,
by the Standing Commiltee of the National
People’s Congress as ib considers them’
necessary.” This brings out the difference
between the two kinds of committees

- provided for in Articles 34 and 35 and the

supplementary provision gives the Standing

- Committee, too, the power to organise com-

mittees of this kind.

6. In the second paragraph of Article
79of the Draft Constitution, a provision is
added that reads: “The people’s courts of
higher levels supervise the judicial work ef
the people’s courts of lower levels.”
In view of the vastness of our country and
our huge population, and the fact that com-’
munications in many areas are still far
from convenient, to lay down that only the
Supreme People’'s Court has the power to
supervise the judicial work of the local
people’s courts at every level and of the
special people’s courts would be out of
keeping with the actual situation. In order
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Preamble should go inlo detail in narrating
{he history of the Chinese Revolulion, For
example, more should be said about the
rote of the Communist Party of China, the
part played by the worker-peasant alliance
and by the united front in the history of
Chinese Revohition, about the struggles of
the revolulionary martyrs in the past
hundred years or so, and about achievements
scored in various spheres since the foumd~
ing of the People’s Republic of China and
so on and so forth. These suggestions have -
not heen aceepted by the Commities for the
Drafting of the Constitution. : o

Others put forward two econiradiciory
sets of proposals in regard to the Preamble.
One is that the prospect of Commitnist
society should be mentioned; the other
maintains that no mention should be made
of things which have not yet been
realised. These two sets of opinions have
also not been accepted.

Why should these , opinions
accepted ? ’

It is necessary for the Preamble to make
clear thay the Draft Constitution is the
result of the victory of the Chinese People’s
Revolution. But the more important reason
for the Preamble to the Constitution is thab
it has to ‘explain the historical aspect—thal ,
our copntry is now in a period of transition
—to lay stress on the.cenfral task of the
state during the fransition period and the
dom.estic and international prerequisites for
carrying out this task. Though tribute musf
be paid to the whole of the revolutionary
history of the Chinese people, it is not
appropriate to add in the Preamble a his-
torical account. that is not needed.

Ours is a constitution for a fransition
period and cannot therefore fail to differ
from a constitution for a period when so-
cialist society has . already been built.
On the one hand, we have not yet built a
socialist society and, on the other hand, itisa
living reality that Socialism is already being
built in our counfry and socialist construc-
tiori is proceeding daily. The Constitution
does not describe conditions after the
attainment of Socialism; but to reflect the
real conditions of the present time, it should
reflect the changes which are taking place
in real life and the goal toward which
these changes lead. If this goal is not
pointed out, many things in real life will
be incomprehensible.” This is why some of
the Articles of our Constitution are in the
nature of a programme.

Therefore, it would be incorrect not fo
mention the objective of building Socialism
in the Preamble merely because Socialism
has not yet been built. But there is no
necessity to include in the Preamble baoth
the objective of building socialist saciety
and the prospect after Socialism has been
reached—that is of striving for Communism.

(2) Some people have suggested that in
Article 5, in which the present categories
of ownership of the means of production
in our country are listed, state capitalism
should be mentioned. The Committee for
the Drafting of the Constitution did not
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not be

.accept this suggestion. This is because in

our country at present there are various
forms of state capitalist economry which
represent the ecomomic alliance of stafe
ownership and capitalist ownership in vari-
ous complicated forms. But state capitalism

' cannat itself be a distinct kind of ownership.
. Therefore it should not be erfumerated in

Arlicle 5 where the various categories of
ownership are listed.
(Continued on page 6)




= e e

FOR A LASTING PEACE, FOR A PEOPLE’'S DEMOCRACY!

N

Friday, September 24, 1954,-No. 39 (307)

On Draft Constitution
of People’s Republic of China
Report by Comrade LIU SHAO CHI

(Continued from page 5)

(3) Some people suggested listing the
names of different ministries and . com-
missions of the State Council in Chapter 2,
Section 3 of the Draft Constitution. This
stiggestion was also .not accepted by the
Committee for the Drafting of the Constitu-
tion. This is because certain changes will in
certain circumstances have to be made in
the sirdcture of the State Council as the
work of national construction develops. In
this Section, therefore, the names of the
various departments of the State Council
are not specified, to obviate the need to
revise the Constitution whenever any chan-
ges are made. The names of the different
minisiries and commissions of the Siate
Council can be set out in the Organic Law
of the State Council,

(4) Some people have suggested revisions
dealing with local state bodies. The sugges-
tion is that the local people’s congresses
should set up standing commitiees in the
same manner as the National People’s Con-
gress. The Committee for the Drafting of the
Constitution did not accept this suggestion.

Certainly the work of the National Peo-
ple’s Congress is incomparably heavier than
that of the local people’s congresses at all
levels. The National People’s Congress
exercises the legislative power of the state,
while the local people’s congresses at all
levels have no such functions and powers.
Moreover, the lower the level of the people’s
congress, the easier it is for it to meet,
because of the smaller size of the area. So
it is unnetessary for the local people’s
congresses~at all levels to establish stand-
ing commitiees in addition to the people’s
councils. The local people’s council at each
level is itself ‘the executive body of the
local people’s congress at that level and,
at fhe same time, exercises the functions
and powers of the standing commiltee of
the people’s congress. To set up another
standing body of the people’s congress
would create a superfluity of organisations
and cause unnecessary inconvenience,

(5) Some people have proposed that the
stalus and tasks of the Chinese People’s
Political Consultalive Conference should be
specified in the Preamble, The Commitice
for the Draiting of the Constitution considers
that there is no need to make sugh an
addifion to it.

The Chinese People’s Political Consul-
tative Conference is the organisation-
al form of our people’s-democratic united
front. It exercised its functions and powers
on behalf of the National People’s Congress
and will, of course, no longer be required
to exercise them in the future. Tt will,
however, continue to play its role in the
political life of our country as the organisa-

tion of the uniied froni. Since it is a
united front organisation, the parties and
organisations in the inited front will, in
consultation, themselves work out all the
provisions concerning it.

(6) Other people have proposed the addi-
tion of an Article to the Conslitution
establishing the territorial boundaries of our
country. The Committee for the Drafting of
the Constitution regards the addition of such
an Article to the Constitution as un-
necessary. The fundamental task of the
Constitution is to set down the social and
state system in legal forms. It is not its
proper task to describe the country’s
territorial boundaries. In the Constitution
of a federal state all the federal units must
necessarily be listed. But ours is not a.state
of this kind. In a unitarian state,
of course, all the administrative areas can
be listed in the Constitution if it is consider-
ed necessary to fix the boundaries and
stalus of existing administrative areas. But
since our country's economic construction is
only beginning, its, boundaries and the status
of its administrative areas of the country
cannot be said to have been definitely
established. For instar.ce, certain provincial
adminisirative units = have
amalgamated. by decision of the Central
People’s Government Council. It is, therefore,
inappropriate to list the names of all the
administrative areas in the Constitution on
the basis of present conditions. Of course,
the boundaries and status of administrative
areas should not be changed without good
cause. The Draft Constitution, therefore,
provides that only the National People’s
Congress has the power to revise the status
and boundaries of provinces, autonomous
regions, and municipalities coming imme-
diately under the central authority. The
status and boundaries of the autonomous
chou (districts), counties, aufonomous
counties and municipalities shoyld also be
submitted to the State Council for ratifica-
tion. ‘

Those who have proposed that an Article
be added concerning territorial boundaries
have done so with the idea and object of
affirming in the Constitution that Taiwan
is an inseparable part of our territory. This
shows a good intention. But the Constitu-
tion does not need Articles to be added for
this purpose. That Taiwan is China’s inviol-
able territory has never been questioned. It
is the task of the Chinese people—and they
are cerlain to carry it out—to liberate
Taiwan from the rule of American imperial-
ism and the ftraitorous Chiang Kai-shek
group and so complete the unification of
our country.

These are brief comments on the various
suggestions put forward by the masses
regarding the Draft Constitution,

IV. Conclusion

Fellow Deputies,

‘It has been demonstrated during the
nation-wide discussion that our Drait
Constitution represents the interests of all
flationalities in China and is based on facts,
When the masses of the people were discuss-
ing the Draft Constitution, they expressed
stich opinions as the following : “The Draft
Constitution has recorded what all {the
Chinese  people  have done under the
guidance of the Communist Party of China
and Chairman Mao Tse-tung: it has also
et down what has been started and what
shotld and can be done in the future” 4
“How we should go on to Socialism is clearly
shiown in the Articles of the Draft Consti-
tution™; . “The Draft Constitution means
Rraator . noltical. anafirarie . andl o aidbiiest

became our. country’s fundanental state law.
This Constitution expresses the personal
experience and long-cherished hopes of the
people. It will, therefore, certainly be able
to play a tremendous, dynamic role in the
life of our state and inspire the masses of
the people in their struggle to defend and
increase the fruits of our vietories: crush
all enemies who try to wreck our social and
state system, promote the healthy andsiable
development of our work of construction
and accelerate the building of our country.

Every person and every slate body,
without exception, must observe the Consti-
tution. The Deputies of the National People’s
Congress, the local people’s congresses ab
all levels and all government workers are
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recently been-

only lead them To wunderfaké heavier
responsibilities. The members of the Com-
munist Parfy of China must set an example
by observing the Constitution and all other
laws. All Communist Parly members should
maintain close contact with the masses and
act in unity with all the democratic parties
and groups and the masses of the people
outside the Party {o sirive energetically for
the implemeniation of the Constitution.
The promulgation of the Constitution of
the People’s Republic of China will bring
clation and inspiration not only to the
people throughout the country, but also joy
to our iriends in all countries of the world.
People’s China has many friends in the
world. The great Soviet Union and the
People’s Democracies are our close friends.
The peace-loving peoples of all lands, too,
are our friends. The support they have given
to our cause is one of the prime factors in
our victory. It is understandable that our
friends rejoice at our victory. The victory
of the Chinese Revolution is of great world-
wide historic significance. The victory of
socialist construotion and socialist trans-
formation in China will also be of great
world-wide historic significance. Our Consti-

" tution has already laid down the fundamental

policy of our country in international affairs,
which is to work for the noble cause of
world peace and the progress of humanity.
All the achievements that have been or will
be made by our country contribute to the
common cause ot all peoples of the world,
the cause of peace and progress. To fight
for lasting world peace is indispens-
able if our country is to carry out socialist

~ construction.

The promulgation of our country’s Consti-
tution is @ result of the great victory which
crowned the long, common struggle waged
by all nationalitids in our country. But this
is not to say thal, once the Constitution is
introduced, all its Articles will automatically
be observed. No. On the one hand, the
Constitution is an epitome of our past
struggle and, on the other, it provides us
with a fundamental law as a basis on
which to proceed with our present struggle.
It specifies what is legal  or legally
obligatory and what is illegal and prohibit-
ed as regards the most important aspects
of our national life. After the promulgation
of the Constitution, things which contra-
vene its provisions will not disappear
of themselves. But the Constitution pro-
vides us with a powerful weapon and
enables us fo wage an effective siruggle
to wipe them out. The Constitution deerces
that our country shall be transformed into
a socialist society. This of course does not
mean that socialist society will come ready-
made or that we can wait for it with folded

‘arms. A long road still strefches before us,

one that is inevitably beset with difficul-
ties and full of twists and turns. It will
surely not all be easy going. The
significance of the Constitution is great,
and greater still the task it entrusts
to us. Only by arduous siruggle, persever-
ing work, and persistent and conscientious
study 1o overcome the various kinds of diffi-
culties in our path, shall we be able to reach
our goal. Therefore we must not, even in the
smallest degree, bhe conceited and com-
placent over such achievemenis as we
already have. Concoit and complacency do
nothing but harm o any individual, class,
political party or nation. While extolling the
e L i s L e e A T f 2=t 7

OUTSTANDING HISTORIC DATE

===

(90th Anniversary of Founding of the First International) |

The ninefy years that have passed since
the foundation of the First Infernational at
an international working men's meefing
held in London on September 28, 1864, have
revealed all the hisloric significance of this
outstanding event for the struggle of ihe
working class for its emancipation.

The fact that the First International—the
International Working Men's Association—
came into being was no accident. It resulted
from the broad development and great up-
surge of the working-class movement in
Europe and the U.S.A. at the end of the
fifties and the beginning of the sixties, and

particularly after the world economic crisis

which broke out in 1857. It was the
result of the growing consciousness of the
advanced workers and of the untiring work
for the elaboration. and propaganda of the
ideas ol scientific Sqcialism carried out by
its founders, Marx and Engels, the result
of the struggle waged by them for a truly
revolutionary party of the working class,
beginning with the setting up of the “Com-
munist League” and the publication of “The
Communist Manifesto”.

V. L. Lenin pointed out that the First
International laid the foundation of the
international organisation of the workers
in order to prepare for their revolutionary
onslaught on capital. The aim of the Inter-
national Working Men’s Association was {o
weld together the disconnected forces of
workers in all countries to wage a joint
struggle for improved living standards, for
their economic and political emancipation,
with the object of becoming, as Marx and
Engels put it, the live expression of the com-

munity of interests which unites the
workers,
Karl Marx was the founder of the

International Working Ment’s Assaciation, the
author of all its programme documents, the
leader of its entire political and organisa-
tional activity. “The Inaugural Address” of

the First International, written by Marx,

is a programme of the inlernational work-
ing-class movement in the true sense of the
word. It contains a profound analysis of the
working-class movement after the 1848 revo-

lution, of the chief contradictions 'and anta-

gonisms of capitalist society, the growing
impoverishment of the proletariat on the
one side and increasing wealth on the other.
With the clarity of genius it points to the
false base of capitalism, as a result of which
every fresh development of the productiva
forees must tend to deepen social contrasts
and point social antagonisms. Marx pro-
phesied in this document that production ‘on
a large scale, and in accord with the be-
hests of modern science, may be carried on
without the existence of a class of masiers
exploiting the labour of hired workers ; that
the means of labour need not be monapolised
as a means ol domination over, and of ex-
tortion against, the labouring man himself.
This document once again solemnly pro-
claims that to conquer political power has
become the great duty of the working class,
“The Inaugural Address™ defined in detail

the international nature of the working-class
arganisation and the tasks of. the working

class., Real and urgent is the principle that
a highly important duty of the \mrking class
in all countries is “lo master themselves the
mysteries of international polities ; to watch
the diplomatic acts of their respective gov.
ernments ; to counteract them, if necessary,
by all means in their power”. X

The entire history of the First Internation.
al (1864-1872) is a history of tenacious and
passionate struggle waged by Marx, Engels
and their supporiers, whose numbers were
few al the beginning, to imbue the working-
class movement with the principles of softfh -
tific Socialism, to set up a genuine, militant
working-class organisation for revofutionary
buttle, of S_‘i‘rliﬁgﬂc against all warieties of

- several hundred letters aboyt

“the world libe

*
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At the same time Marx had to overcome

great difficuliies and opposition from peo-

ple who understood neither the tasks of the
International, the nature of the events that
were taking place, nor the independent na-
ture of the political tasks of the working
class. 2
The first volume of Marx's “Capital”
out in 1867, a great politico
which revealed the laws of
velopment and decay of capitalist society.
The Brussels Congress  of the First
International (1868), which took place short-
ly alterwards, recommended workers of all
countries to begin io study “Capital”,
. The appearance of the Paris Commune
the first instance in history of the diciator:
ship of the working class, sand
activity are bound up. with the hi
activity of the First International. The Paris
Cpmmune was the real off-spring  of the
F.lr'st International. It is not surprising {hat
Karl Marx, the leader and organiser ;f th
First International, although he \\'z:s in Lon-
don at the time, with characteristic encrg‘
took a most vigorous part in the struggle Jf’
the Paris proletariat. He oave advicehto the
members of the International who
playing a leading role in {he activities of
the Commune (unfortunately some of this
most valuabld advice was, never put into
effect). To the workers and working people
of all countries he explain :
ical meaning of the events in p
at that time, were far from ¢le
the very creators of these eve

came
-economic work
the origin, de-

its entire
story and

were

aris which,
ar even to
nts. Marx sent
the revolution.

ary events in France {o all corners of e

globe. ”
When the Franco-Prussian w
General Council, in the J Sai g Ean tbe

uly 23 -
tember 9, 1870, ‘Addresses writion af)]\(w] 1\8\2&

analysed in detai] 11 3
and its nature at tlil'_fl(i'er:tai(l)::;vi;(.}r e

The July 23 Address of the Internatiq 1
welcomes the actions of the French and GnEl
man workers at {hat time against this Wor-
fand the internationalist sentiments rcﬂectznl‘
in these actions, The following splendt'(l
words from this Address, \\-'hi:h rccsmmlzl

particularly poweriully. in the light of the

who]g of Europe's subsequent history and j
tl}c li,c,rh{_of present events, cannof l:ut l;n
cited: “....m _contrast to the old society with itc
economic miseries and its political dc]iriunS
a new society is springing up Whose Ini ?’
n.zllzonal rule will pe Peace, because it‘] Q-l-
tional ruler wi] be everywhere {} ~-b IS
.Lalz?ur! The Pioneer of that 'nolxi b';:::]er
is the Ty ati ‘orki T
e iternational Working Men's Asgo.
“The Civil War in France”
creation of Mary's “genius
light is thrown upon the
of I‘B70~IS’71 and a profoun
of l.he great historjcal significance of
Paris Commiune, was wrilten by ;\-m:'v '|m‘
an Addre.-ss of the First Intcrnatitmn.l ‘t(:
the wlurkmg people of the whole world.
As is known, for some months before the
proclamation of the Commune Mary warned
1}1(: Paris  workers against an uprising
pointing out that {his would be folly. When

" the immorta]
I which viyig
dramatic events
d analysis given

1l’=_elu]‘ri:aing in Paris broke out he Tollowed
with t]lp closest attention the broad move.
ment of the Paris worl :

vl g people because,
oF s rew]:{ {\.dll:w_d the creative initiative
did né»t Al _u‘ f“"‘.”?’ Masses, Although it
g i 'm.w 1[._5 alm, was shori-lived
Bona pe Manent, Marx saw in the revoly-
inuulc:iqo”“i];\ ctient of the Paris workers the
experience LPortance of the npew historical
. 16t of the masses, 4 step forward in

f the work-

ah()\?e H”,

ration movemeni
meg class ; ent «
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ed the great histor- ]

fear of the European bourgeoisie in t_h5
face of the first dictatorship of the proleta:
riat known to- history aroused in the bofr4
gcoisie an  extreme hatred towards e
First International and Marx, its ideologic |
al guide and leader. In many countriés |
seclions of the International were subjected

to persecution ; in some countries they Were
banned and it was declared treasonabl®

io take part in their activity. None of this
persecution by European reaction, howeveh

" none of these bans and violence could besf

fruit, because the working-class movemest

could not be stamped out or prohihited'

On the contrary, even -when the glogia=
activity of the First International cam®
to an end, the working-class movemet
continued fo grow and strengthen. Biod

sections of {he ‘working masses becaf®
more and more deeply imbued with Mar
ism, ,

The activity of Marx and Engels in {he
F_lrst International is a model of the facti®
Ob proletarian revolutjonaries in rallyiis
!.hc entire forces of the working class 814
in the struggle for ideological and pomica 3'
cducation of leading cadres of the working™d
class movement in the spirit of scientil
Socialism. Marx and Engels set a pattef®
In the extensive political activity of the
iternational working-class organisali‘-’“
Which responded to all the momentols
events of the epoch, thus demonstratii®
Llrlc windependent - political role which &
af(l');i\l]:g St to play in politi |

.“ = intcrgsiing to note that there W&
also a Russian section in the First I8
11:111011::!: which was formed from a gid
of Russian emigrees, followers of Cherfs
tshcvsky_‘ At its request Karl Marx reps.
so.n‘l(_:.d it on the General C.m(m;:il. |
f]ll(lrabfls?lflu:ri’(l‘dlon greatly helped Mart

o r?hﬁ ag_mnst the Bakunists. :
First Tnlemotionai was” as 1o o
fl'l‘sft . internationy| “("Jlrsgg}:}:?‘;tat%g:f \:J?S il
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played an apation. The First Internatl,
the ideas of e_h"lma_b!e role in dissemind e
European 5. oientific Socialism among )
s T[l1 and U.s, working-class MmOV,
and Enrré?s “.["USF{IE carried on by Mot
ternation i the period of the First
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al form of our people’s-democratic united
fronf. It exercised its functions and powers
an behalf of the National People's Congress
and will, of course, no longer be required
to exercise them in the future. 1t will,
however, continue to play ils role in the
political life of our country as the organisa-

; IV. Con

It has been demonstrated during the
nation-wide discussion that our Draft
Constitution represents the interests of all
fiationalities in China and is based on facts.
When the masses of the people were discuss-
ing the Draft Constitulion, they expressed
such opinions as the following : “The Draft
Constitution has recorded what all the
Chinese people have done under the
guidance of the Communist Party of China
and Chairman Mao Tse-tung; it has also
set down what has been started and what
should and can be done in the future”;
“How we should go on to Socialism is clearly
shown in the Articles of the Draft Consti-
fution” ; . “The Draft Constitution means
greater political, econcmic and cultural
development for the national minorities.”
The masses of {he people consider that the
Constitution we have drafted is “a guarantee
of a happy life” and that “every Article”
of it “is in the interests of the people”. This
is the conclusion which the masses of the
people draw from the Draft Constitution,
and it is obviously the correct one.

Our Draft Constitution, after its adoption

Fellow Deputies,

* WS R we TIe ol Amenfean imperials
ism and the traitorous Chiang Kai-shek
group and so complete the wunification of
our couniry,

Theése are briel comments on the various
suggestions put forward by the masses
regarding the Draft Constitution.

clusion

become our country's fundaniental state Taw,
This Constitution expresses the personal
experience and long-cherished hopes of the
people. Tt will, therefore, certainly be able
to play a tremendous, dynamic role in the
life of our state and inspire the masses of
the people in their struggle to defend and
increase the fruits of our victories; erush
all enetnies who try to wreck our social and
state system, promote the healthy and stable
development of our work of construction
and accelerate the building of our country.

Every person and every state body,
without exception, must observe the Consti-
tution. The Deputies of the National People’s
Congress, the local people’s congresses at
all levels and all government workers are
servants of the people. All the state bodies
are at the service of the people. They have,
therefore, a special responsibility in the
matter of observing the Constitution and
ensuring its observance.

The Communist Party of China is the
core of the leadership of our country.
The position the Party occupies can never
entitle Party members to enjoy any special

by the National People’s Congress, will

privileges in the life of the state. It can

. tution,

of the Constitution, things which L‘?)hfl";:-l
vene its provisions will not disappear
of themselves. But the Constitution pro-
vides us with a powerful weapon and
e¢nables us to wage an effective E’tmggie
to wipe them out. The Constitution decrees
that our country shall be transformed ifto
a socialist society. This of course does pof
mean that socialist society will come ready-
made or that we can wait for it with fold&{j
arms, A long road still streiches before ys
orie that is inevitably beset with difficu]_’
ties and full of fwists and turnsi It will

surely not all be easy going.  The
significance of the Constitution s great,
and grealter still (he task it entrusts

to us. Only by arduous struggle, persever-
ing work, and persistent and conscientious
study to overcome the various kinds of diifi-
culties in our path, shall we be able to reach
our goal. Therefore we must not, even in the
smallest degree, be conceited and com-
placent over such achievements as we
already have. Conceit and complacency do
nothing but harm io any individual, class,
political parly or nation. While extolling the
enactment and promulgation of our Consti-
all nationalities must strengthen
their bonds of unily, be modest and cons-
cientious, guard against arrogance and
impatience and, taking the path mapped out
by the Constitulion and under the leader-
ship of the Communist Party of China,
make further efforts {o strive to ensure the
fullest implemenlation of the Constitution
arid the building up of our couniry into a
great sccialist land.

LR

SESSION OF BUREAU OF WORLD PEACE COUNCIL

The session of the Bureau of the World

. Peace Council took place in Vienna between

13th and 15th of September.

The Bureau has resolved to convene on
November 18 a session of the World Peace
Council. The Bureau will suggest that the
following questions be placed on the agenda
for discussion:

1. Co-operation between European coun-
tries in building their common security.

2. Situation created in various parts of
(Asia as a result of foreign pressure and
the establishment of a system of blocs ‘and
war coalitions.

3. Situation created in Latin America due

to foreign interference in domestic affairs
of countries.

4. The struggle of the peace forces for
disarmament and the prohibition of weapons
of mass destruction.

5. Preparations for holding in the first
half of 1955 an assemblv of representatives
of peace forces from all countries.

*0 ¢

85th Birthday of Marcel Cachin

On September 20 the French people, the
working people and democrats the world
over marked the 85th anniversary of Com-
rade Marcel Cachin, member of the Political
Bureau of the French Communist Party, one
of the oldest leaders of the French and
international working-class movement. Ab
the ceremonial reception in Paris mem-
bers of the C.C. of the French Communist
Party and leaders of democratic organ-
isations greeted the veteran of the struggle
for freedom, democracy and peace.

Numerous messages of greeting were send
fo Marcel Cachin from all parts of the
world. The message of greeting from the
Central Committee of the Communist Pariy
of the Soviet Union reads:

“On the occasion of your 8&5th birthday,
the Central Committee of the Communist
Party of the Soviet Union conveys to you,
dear Comrade Cachin, its warm fraternal
greetings.. _

“As the oldest leader of the French and
international working-class movement, one
of the founders of the French Communist

Party, you' have selflessly served the im-

terests of the French people and the high
ideals of the working people of the world
for many years. )
- “We wish you good health and fresh
successes in your noble patriotic struggle
for the cause of the working class and the
entire French people, for the national in-
terests of your homeland, for world peace.”
The message of greeting sent by the C.C.
of the French Communist Party reads:
“Your historic service is that 34 years
ago at the Tours Congress you showed the
working class of France the pathway charted
by Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin, the path
which it must inevitably take in order
simultaneously to carry out its national
mission and achieve iis aim of emancipation.
“You played a decisive role in the found-
ing of the French Communist Party and
then to a large extent helped to mould this
Party, the working-class party of a new
type, which under the firm and clear-sighted
leadership of Maurice Thorez, has become
the first party in France, the hope of France,
“Dear Comrade Marcel Cachin! -
“May you long be with us, taking part
with us in battles, sharing our hopes and

our confidence, and witness the final victory
of the great cause to which you deyoted all
your lifs.” e
Messages of greeting were also sent by
“Pravda”; the Polish United Workers’|
Party ; the Central Committee of the Com-
munist Party of Czechoslovakia; the Central
Committee of the Hungarian Working Peo-
ple’s Party; the Ceniral Committee of the
Rumanian Workers’ Party; Comrade Wilhelm
Pieck, President of the German Democratic
Republic; Comrade Palmiro Togliatti, Gen-
eral- Secretary of the Ifalian Communist
Parly ; the Central Committee of the Alba-
nian Party of Labour ; the Communist Party
of Germany ; the Central Committee of the
Communist Party of Finland ; Comrade Jean
Terfve, Secretary of the Belgian Commun-
ist Party; the Labor-Progressive Party of
Canada; the Central Committee of the
Communist Parly of Austria; and other
Communist and Workers’ Parties, and news-
papers, democratic organisations an_d indi-

- viduals.

Ay a0 AU UUCLIIGEHIT THEaT Proguciion i
a large scale, and in accord with the be-
hests of modern seience, may be carried on
without the exisfence of a class of masters
exploiting the labour of hired workers ; that
the means of laboue need not be monapolised
as a means of domination over, and of ex-
tortion against, the labouring man himself.
This document once again solemnly pro-
claims that to conquer political power has
hecome the great duty of the working class.
“The Inaugural Address” defined in detail
the inlernational nature of the working-class
organisation and the tasks of the working
class. Real and urgent is the principle that
a highly important duty of the working class
in all countries is “fo master themselves the
mysieries of international politics ; to waich
the diplomatic acts of their respective gov-
ernments ; {o counteract them, if necessary,
by all means in their power”.

The entire history of the First Internation-
al (1864-1872) is a history of tenacious and
passionale struggle waged by Marx, Engels
and their supporiers, whose numbers were
few at the beginning, to imbue the working-
class movement with the principles of scf®n-
tific Socialism, to set up a genuine, militant
working-class organisation for revolutionary
battl_e, of struggle against all varieties of
utopian, petty-hourgeois and other forms of
Sotialism, against the Proudhonists, Bakun-
Ists and Lassalleans who deflected the work-
ing-class movement in different European
countries from its central tasks.

An intricate situation then obtained in the
working-class and general democratic move-

ment in the principal European couniries.

The English frade unions, in their over-
Wwhelming majority, followed the Liberals.
In Germany the work of the First Inter-
national came up against the resistance of
the Lassalleans who at that time headed
the “German Workers’ Association”. In
France the workmen's organisations were
influenced either by bourgeois elements or
by the Proudhgnists. In Ifaly the working-
class movement was making its first steps
—the separate and disconnected workers’
societies there were under the influence of
the ideas of the bhourgeois revolutionary
Mazzini. After the abolition of serfdom in
1861 Russia took the path of capitalist de-
velopment. In Russia this development pro-
ceeded rapidly and the working class grew
in number. There was great aclivity in the
democratic' movement in the country, the
mighty voice of Chernyshevsky thundered
out his conceptions, secret revolutionary
circles and organisations sprang up.

In the complex and varied conditions
which existed in different countries the
establishment of a truly militant, inler-
national working-class organisation, guided
by the principles of scientific Socialism,
required enormous eiforts on the part cf
Marx and Engels.

With a view to consolidating the Inter-
national Working Men's Association in all
respects, making no concessions whatsoever
to opportunism and revolutionary phrase-
ology, and waging a bitter struggle against
sectarian sentiments, Marx worked out the
tactics. and” organisational principles of the
First International.

Marx and Engels held that in the interests
of achieving unity of the working class the
International would not shut the door on
the English trade unions, the Proudhonists
and the Lassalleans nor on the representa-
tives of other trends’in the working-class
movement. These tactics were original and
essential. They fully justified themselveés and
anticipated the tactics of the struggle for
working-class unity which are of such vital

- importance in the present historical period.

Under Marx's leadership the General
Council of the First Internationa! responded
to all the most important European and
world evenls,” bringing out the position of
the prolefariat 'in relation to these -events.

4 new sucicig} is springing up whose Inler-
national rile will be Peace, because its na-
{ional ruler will be everywhere the sanme—
Labour! The Pioneer of thal new socicty
is the International Working Men's Asso-
ciation.”

“The Civil War in France”, the immnr{'ai
creation of Marx's genius in which vivid
light is thrown upon the dramatic events
of 1870-1871 and a profound analysis given
of the wgreat historical significance of the
Paris Commune, was wrilten by Marx as
an Address of the First International lo
the working people of the whole world.

As is known, for some months before the
proclamation of the Commune Marx warned
the Paris workers against an uprising,
pointing out that this would be folly. When
the uprising in Paris broke out he followed
with the closest atfention the broad move-
ment of the Paris working people because,
above all, he valued the creative initiative
of the revolutionary masses. Although it
did not achieve its aim, was short-lived
and impermanent, Marx saw in the revolu-
tronary movement of the Paris workers the
immense importance of the new historical
experience of (he masses, a step forward in
the world liberation movement of the work-
ing class. On the basis of the experience
of (he Commune Marx developed further
his teaching on the state and the dictator-
ship of the proletariat; the main conelu-
sion he came to was that the working
class cannot simply take over the old
‘hureaucratic and military state machine,
hut must smash it and create its own, new
slale apparatus. “The Civil War in
France” ended with the following fiery
words :  “Working-men’s Paris, with its
Commune, will be for ever cclebr_at:zd
as the glorious harbinger of a new society.
Its martyrs are enshrined in the great
heart of the working class. Its extermina-
tors history has already nailed to that etern-
a! pillory from which all the prayers of
their priest will not avail to redeem them.”

On May 30, 1871, two days after /the
Paris Commune fell, Marx read his work

to the General Council where it was
unanimously adopted without debate. At
first it appeared above {he signatures

of the General Council. Subsequently, how-

ever, when the bourgeois and feudal reac-.

tionaries in Europe launched a venomous
attack of execration, base calumnies and
liypocrisy against the Paris Commune and
{he First Internalional, Marx publicly de-
clared that he was the author of this docu-
ment.

Of great inferest is the July 11, 1871,
Address of the General Council of the First
International fo the New- York Central
Committee of the United States sections
of the Infernational, regarding the conduct
of Washburne, the American Ambassador,
during {he civil war in France. This address
throws merciless light on the criminal acti-
vilies of that gentleman, the predécessor
of the modern Bullets and Lodges, who,
under the flag of “medidtion” between the
Versaille-ites and the Communards, ham-
pered {he latter and helped the Versaille-
ites. The result of American interfer-
ence, as the Address points out, was that
the defence of the Commune was paralysed
for iwo days at the most crucial moment.
The Address calls on all members of the
sections to bring these facts to the notice
of the American people with a request
that they should say whether a person of
this kind was worthy of being the represen-
tative of the American Republic which at
that time enjoyed the prestige of a demo-
cratic couniry in the world.

The fervent appeals of the First Inierna-
lional in supporl of the Paris Commune,
the world-wide campaign initiated by the
International after the fall of the Paris Com-
mune in protest against the bloody terror
of the French bourgeoisie, and the deadly
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organisation of independenit  proj
parties in all countries, Lenin highly,
praised the historic significance g ‘
Firsf Idlernational. He wrote: “It is '
geftable, it is etermal in the hislory of
workers’ struggle for their ("ﬂlillii‘fp.’l‘_?,.l‘_'

Having accomplished its historic i
the First Infernational gave way {o a g |
epoch which was characterised by an infigt §
fely bigger- growth of the workig-clas]
movement in all countries and hy the vrga-y,
nisation of anass working-class parlies in
the fmain countries of the world,

Speaking on the Second Ipternationg |
Lenin  pointed out that it increased oy
in breadth and that this entailed a drop .;"’
the revolutionary level of its”acfivity, o
extreme growth of opportunism and seej,
chauvinism within ils ranks, which, in 121‘.'.;‘
end, led to its shameiul collapse.

Developing  the revolutionary “‘f“lilig[,
o the First/International in new histop
conditions—the epach of imperialism ;’M‘
proletarian revplutions, the  Third (j,J”‘!'-
munist International, whose _t‘lﬂll‘tr hisf,,.
is inextricably bound up with

Ing, * &
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the "rlrj.r"'
names of V. I. Lenin and the conlinyg "
his cause, J. V. Stalin, played a great . *
in the uniting and strengthening of i

Communist Parties in the majority of
world, which

Uy
[.'{)un. |

tiies throughout the o o ey
into being under the influence of the G“iﬁ
October Socialist Revolution, in the trag,,

ing of leaders of the w:;rk}r_1g-clu:;g il
ment and in the prmpagﬂnc.l(l of the i
of Communism. However, I VIew of ;i ¢
growth of these Partics, the immense g . |
of {heir. work and the diverse condijsi® |
in which their activity was taking i
the guidance of the Parties fr’_om one gepit
became impossible and new lorms of
munication between them were calleq e

*

The entire history of the past deg,
illustrates the great triumph and “'1‘310r§m;‘ |
march of the immorta] teaching of Mar--s
Engc]s-Lenin-Slalm. o

Now fthat the world democratic Pubj
is celebrating the 90th anniversary of Ih[F
foundation by Karl Marx of the First [me-:
national, there is in the world a mig}”r.'
.and indestructible stronghold of the stry ¥
gle of the working class for its emang; a.:
tion—the Union of Soviet Socialist Ry
blics, which has successiully erected i]‘[r:‘
edifice of Socialism and is triumphay
advancing towards Communism. u

The 90th anniversary of the First Infe. |
national coincides with such a momeﬂlouii
event of the day as the adoption of Ihnf
Conslitution of the People’s Republie 01 |
China by the National People’s Congre
The great victory of the Chinese Peop[:‘
and the successes of the People’s Repupy,
of China are fresh striking proof of 4,
mighly and inspiring force of the undy,
ideas of Marxism-Leninism, the ideas
proletarian internationalism.

Now a powerful camp of peace, deng,
cracy and Socialism has come into hejp,
It unites over 900 million” people, liberated
once and for all, from the yoke of capitalisy
and rallied around the working class o
these countries, which is guided by {.
ideas of scientific Socialism.

Unusual and great is the path fraversy
by the working-class movement during {h,
90 years that have elapsed since the foun.
dation of the First International. Duyrig
this period of history the ideas of scientf;
Socialism have won tremendous victorips
The great and vital force of Marxist-Lenin.
ist theory is confirmed by history. Ang
nothing can prevent its approaching vi.
tory all over the world!
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