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UNITY OF YOUTH IN STRUGGLE FOR 
PEACE 

 
 “Youth, unite in the struggle for peace, against the 

danger of another war!”—such is the militant slogan 

with which the Third World Youth and Student Festival 
will open in Berlin on August 5. The grand tally of 26 
thousand, young fighters for peace representing the 
young people of ninety countries will demonstrate the 

resolute will for peace and the determination of tens of 
millions of warm hearts to fight with all the ardour of 
youth in order to preserve and consolidate peace.  

The democratic youth prepared for its Festival under 
the banner of unity. Prior to the 1949 Budapest Festival 

there were national preparatory committees in only 
forty countries; today, such committees, based on 
broad representation from the different youth sections 
and organisations, have carried out enormous 

explanatory and organisational work in every country 
throughout the world. The money subscribed to the 
International Solidarity Fund, fraternal support enabling 
the delegations from colonial and dependent countries 
to travel to Berlin, was a stirring demonstration of 

militant youth unity.  
The Third World Youth Festival is opening in 

conditions of international tension; when the American 
imperialists have switched to open preparations for 

another war and even to direct acts of aggression, 
involving all the Marshallised countries in their criminal 
gambles and placing the burden of the monstrous 
armaments drive on the shoulders of the working 
people; when in Korea, which has been attacked by 
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imperialist plunderers, tens of thousands of young lives 

are sacrificed. 
Young men and women in the colonial and 

dependent countries, shackled by the chains of colonial 
slavery, are forced to endure inhuman conditions. 

Unbearable labour, hunger and death—such is their lot. 
No less tragic is the position of the youth in the 
countries of Western Europe and in America. Incredible 
difficulties stand in the way of the children of the 

working people in getting an education or trade; there 
is chronic unemployment and the accompanying poverty 
which, not infrequently, makes family life impossible, 
and, finally, the horrible perspective now being 
prepared by the American imperialists for the youth of 

the capitalist countries—the perspectives of putting on 
military uniform and becoming cannon fodder in another 
war—such is the grim reality created by capitalism for 
the young generation of working people.  

The best representatives of this youth which, in the 
arduous conditions of economic, political and spiritual 
enslavement, in conditions of growing fascist terror and 
police repressions, is conducting a selfless struggle for 
peace, for security of the peoples and for its own 

future, will meet in Berlin young messengers from  the 
peace-loving peoples who have abolished for ever 
slavery, oppression and exploitation of man by man. 
They will meet the talented Soviet youth educated by 

Lenin and Stalin in the spirit of proletarian 
internationalism and friendship among the peoples, and 
which is a model for the youth of the world; they will 
meet the heroic youth of the Chinese People’s Republic 
which won its freedom and independence in fierce 

struggle against foreign imperialism and feudal reaction 
and which is now building a new China; the young 
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builders of Socialism from the People’s Democracies for 

whom the victory of the Soviet people in World War Two 
and the friendly aid in economic and cultural 
regeneration opened up all roads to a new and happy 
life; with the heroes of Korea; the young generation in 

Germany, which is selflessly fighting for a united, 
democratic and peace-loving homeland.  

The U.S. imperialists and their direct agents—the 
governments of national betrayal in the Marshallised 

countries, the Right-wing Socialist leaders, the Tito 
fascist gang and Vatican—are doing their utmost to 
corrupt the youth morally. The press, radio and cinema 
controlled by the imperialists, and the bourgeois school 
in which, as Lenin put it, “the younger generation of 

workers and peasants were not so much educated as 
drilled in the interests of this bourgeoisie”,—all these 
means of ideological influence are used by the 
incendiaries of another war in order to poison the minds 

of the youth with the venom of chauvinism and racism, 
to make it the obedient executor of the will of the 
enemies of mankind.  

Precisely because the Third World Youth Festival 
will be a mighty demonstration of friendship and unity, 

a review of the forces of the democratic youth of 
countries, the enemies of peace are attacking it by 
means of a vile campaign of lies and slander. They fear 
that the youth of the world, filled with optimism and 

confidence in the triumph of justice, will see the 
embodiment of its future in the splendid successes of 
the Soviet Union—the great country now building 
Communism—in the successes of the entire powerful 
camp of peace, democracy and Socialism.  

The lackeys of the warmakers—the Marshallised 
rulers of Britain, France, Italy, the Scandinavian and 
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other countries—refuse to grant passports and visas to 

the young people going to Berlin, threaten participants 
in the Festival with police repressions, while the 
employers threaten them with immediate dismissal. 
Adenauer, the Bonn puppet, banned the preparatory 

committee of the Festival and the Union of Free 
German Youth in Western Germany; on orders from the 
occupation authorities in Western Germany, military 
and police detachments have been brought up to the 

zonal border to detain youth on their way to Berlin.  
But neither slanderous propaganda nor repressions 

and provocations can break the will of the democratic 
youth to fight for peace, to extend and consolidate 
unity. The World Federation of Democratic Youth now 

unites within its ranks 72,000,000 young people in 78 
countries. Five million students from 71 countries are 
affiliated to the International Students’ Union. It is 
noteworthy that precisely in these days of intensified 

terror against the youth, 250,000 members of India’s 
biggest youth organisation—the All-India Youth Union—as 
well as the All-India Union of Progressive Students and 
the Delhi Democratic Youth League have applied for 
admission to the World Federation of Democratic Youth. 

Similar applications have recently been received from 
youth organisations in Peru and Ecuador, the Students 
Labour Federation of New Zealand, the Youth 
Committee “For Peace” in the Cameroons, the Youth 

Union of Guinea, the Union of Democratic Youth in 
Syria, the Federation of Socialist Youth of Iceland, the 
Socialist Youth of Austria, and others.  

To further the struggle for peace, the national unity 
between Communist, Socialist, Catholic, peasants’, 

sports, cultural and other organisations is growing and 
gaining strength. The Youth Alliance in Italy, the French 
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Committee of Democratic Youth, the National Alliance 

of Spanish Youth now being organised and the different 
organisational forms uniting youth of all political trends 
and religious convictions in other countries are of 
immense importance for the success of the struggle for 

peace and for the vital demands of the youth.  
Peace Songs and cheerful folk melodies will resound 

at the forthcoming happy youth festival. At this festival, 
the young peace supporters will share their experience 

and successes in the struggle for a Peace Pact between 
the five Great Powers, the signing of which would not 
only remove the immediate danger of war but would 
also ensure lasting peace.  

The Resolution of the Bureau of the World Peace 

Council addressed to all groups and all movements 
urging them to extend and intensify their activities for 
peace, for a Pact of Peace, is meeting with whole- 
hearted response in the ranks of progressive democratic 

youth and their organisations who are ready to devote 
all their burning energy to the solution of the most vital 
problem of the day—preservation and consolidation of 
peace.  

The youth is particularly interested in realising this 

great task, in halting the armaments drive and securing 
a reduction in the armed forces, in restoring normal co-
operation between the peoples. Youth fighters are 
displaying increasingly greater activity in the campaign 

for a Pact of Peace. Their successes are the guarantee 
that to-morrow more thousands of young people will 
line up with the fighters for a Peace Pact, and work, 
together with their peoples, with still greater 
determination to make sure that it is signed.  

The democratic youth will address an appeal for 
unity in the fight for peace to all mass youth 
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organisations, irrespective of political trends, to every 

young man and woman; they will render every possible 
assistance to the peace committees and organisations 
working for a Pact of Peace; they will tirelessly seek to 
heighten their activity and organisation in order, in the 

future too, to march in the vanguard of the peace 
fighters.  

The words of J. V. Stalin, the great friend of the 
youth, have become deeply embedded in the minds of 

the youth: “Peace will be preserved and consolidated if 
the peoples will take the cause of preserving peace into 
their own hands and defend it to the end.” These words 
inspire the young peace fighters, give them added 
energy, summon them to unity, reinforce their 

confidence in the victory of the cause of peace, give all 
youth the hope of a bright future.  

Warm greetings to the delegates of the Third World 
Youth Festival! 
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VIETNAM PEOPLE SIGN APPEAL 
 
In Viet Nam, despite enemy resistance, the 

campaign for a Pact of Peace is being intensified in both 
occupied and recently liberated districts. In June, an 

additional 10,333 signatures were collected in two 
occupied districts of Ninh Binh Province, in one district 
of the Tai Binh Province and in two districts of Bak Ninh 
Province.  

By 18 July, 1,800,381 signatures had been collected 
in Viet Nam to the Appeal for a Pact of Peace. 
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PEOPLES’ MOVEMENT FOR PEACE 
GROWING STRONGER! 

 

Defence of Peace and Struggle for Everyday 
Demands of Working People are Indivisible 

 
At a recent congress, the French General 

Confederation of Labour adopted an appeal to all trade 

unionists, calling upon them to take a most active part 
in the fight for peace, combining this activity with, 
defence of their everyday demands. Facts show that the 
struggle for the vital interests of the working people 

helps the movement for a Peace Pact.  
At one of the factories in Marseilles, the campaign 

for a Pact of Peace among the women workers was not 
showing satisfactory results. However, when a struggle 
was launched and won for extra pay for holidays and the 

significance of peace for improving the position of the 
working people was explained, all unanimously signed 
the Appeal.  

At the wire-and-cable works in Bourg where 1,200 

workers are employed, after a strike which lasted 
several weeks and ended in victory for the workers, a 
peace committee was set up which embraces workers 
and office employees of different views.  

Great activity in the campaign for a Peace Pact is 

displayed by the youth. During preparations for the 
Third World Youth Festival, which will include 4,000 
French delegates, youths and girls collected hundreds of 
thousands of signatures to the Appeal of the World 

Peace Council. In Paris alone, the youth collected more 
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than 100,000 signatures. Between July 8-21 the youth 

conducted a “peace relay” across 70 Departments, and 
everywhere met with a wholehearted reception. 

 

Peace Campaign in Australia  
 
An ever-growing number of organisations and people 

of good-will in Australia are responding to the call of 
the World Peace Council to sign the Appeal for a Peace 

Pact. A committee of 55 was set up at a general 
meeting of the Amalgamated Engineering Union in 
Sydney to direct the signature campaign. Similar 
committees have been set up by the wagon builders in 

Eveleigh and railway depot workers in Cardiff and in 
many other enterprises throughout the country.  

The Appeal was unanimously endorsed by the 
delegates of the Iron-workers’ National Convention 
which called upon members of the Union to sign the 

Appeal. The Appeal also met with wholehearted support 
from the delegates of the Tenth Conference of the 
Eureika Youth League (Victoria), who pledged to collect 
1,500 signatures each.  

A “peace week” was held between July 22 and 28 
throughout Australia, in the course of which the 
Australian peace fighters, in reply to the call from their 
Canadian comrades, collected additional tens of 
thousands of signatures and held numerous meetings for 

the purpose of explaining the significance of the Peace 
Pact. 
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All-Italian Conference of Dockers—Fighters for 
Peace 

 
An All-Italy Conference of Docker Peace Fighters, 

organised on the initiative of the Dock Workers 
Federation jointly with the Genoa Peace Committee, 
was held in Genoa on July 28-29.  

The conference was attended by 132 delegates 

representing every Italian port.  
Early in July, the organising committee for the 

conference issued, in the name of the working people of 
Genoa and the peace partisans, a call to citizens in all 
Italian ports urging them to prepare for the conference 

under the slogans: “For a Pact of Peace between the 
five Great Powers!”, “Make the Mediterranean a peace 
sea!”  

“Even if we hold different political views”, said the 

call, “we cannot but be unanimous on one thing—the 
need for a meeting of representatives of the five Powers 
and the signing by them of a Pact of Peace in order to 
avoid the horrors of another war”.  

“We will not let ourselves be flattered”, said the 

call, “with miserable offers of work at unloading war 
materials! At present, the Italian ports are of 
paramount significance for defending the cause of 
peace. Unity and solidarity of all ports in Italy and along 

the Mediterranean can and must prevent the 
transformation of our sea into a theatre of military 
operations; they can and must make it a sea of peace!”. 

This call met with wide response among the 
population. A series of dock and town meetings, with 

the participation of dockers, seamen, peace supporters 
of all professions and of all sections of the population 
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were held in Livorno, Spezzia, Taranto and other ports 

to prepare for the Genoa Conference and to elect 
delegates. In addition, “Save the Ports Weeks” were 
held in all maritime centres in Italy against the war 
preparations of the British and American military cliques 

along the coastline.  
All speakers called for intensified efforts to ensure 

the signing of a Pact of Peace, especially now that 
Italian ports are becoming direct objects of occupation 

by U.S. aggressive imperialist forces. They demanded a 
policy of extending civilian production and peaceful 
trade with the countries of Eastern Europe in the 
interests of the life and well-being of the ports and of 
their working population. In reply to the foreign 

occupation of Italian ports, the speakers called for 
renewed efforts in the struggle for peace.  

It was resolved that the Conference Presidium 
should function as a “Port Organising Committee for 

Defence of Peace in the Mediterranean” to go ahead 
with the job of mobilising the peace forces in Italian 
ports and preparing an international conference of port 
workers in defence of peace in the Mediterranean. A 
call addressed to the population of Italian ports urges 

them to fight with redoubled vigour and unity to 
preserve peace, to secure the signing of a Pact of Peace 
between the five Great Powers, and to ensure that the 
Mediterranean becomes a source of labour and means of 

fraternal communication between the peoples.  
The appeal calls upon the people of Italy to fight 

against establishing military bases in Naples, Augusta, 
Livorno and other ports, to let the warmongers know 
that in Italy they “will not get a single base, man or 

cent for their criminal gambles”. 
 



16 
 

Under Banner of Unity 
 
The Second All-Argentina Peace Conference, held in 

Mendoza, was attended by 321 delegates from all parts 

of the country. Delegates included representatives of 
the Radical, Socialist, Conservative, Nationalist, 
Progressive Democratic and Communist Parties. 
Anarchists and many independents were also present. 
This was the first occasion on which representatives of 

so many trends met together in Argentina.  
The conference heard reports by the Chairman of 

the Argentina Peace Committee, Emilio Garcia 
Iturraspe, and by Ernesto Giudici, General Secretary. 

The speakers described the development of the peace 
movement in Argentina, and its tasks, the campaign for 
signatures to the Appeal for a Pact of Peace and the 
referendum against sending troops to Korea. Half a 
million signatures were collected. by the day the 

conference opened. A plan was adopted for the 
collection of 3,000,000 signatures by October.  

The conference showed that the idea of the struggle 
for peace is shared by many members of other political 

and religious organisations which have not yet officially 
joined the movement but contact with which is already 
maintained by the Argentina peace committee.  

The conference resolved to initiate negotiations for 
joint and effective struggle for peace with the President 

of the Republic, the General Confederation of Labour 
and other organisations. It was decided to hold 
thousands of peace meetings and rallies in the 
provinces. Plans also provide for an All-Argentina peace 

congress to be held in October, for participation in the 
All-America peace conference scheduled for September 
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3-8 in Mexico and for the Economic Conference in 

Moscow. It was decided to design a peace banner, to 
compose a peace anthem and also to institute an 
Argentina peace prize. 

 

Creative Contribution of Bulgarian Writers  
 
The results of the competition for the best literary 

production reflecting the struggle of the women for 

peace have been announced in connection with the 
Sofia session of the Executive Committee of the 
Women’s International Democratic Federation. Works 
awarded prizes include the poem “Peace Statue” by 

Dimitrov prize-winner Pantelei Mateyev, the poem 
‘There... children once played” by Vitineya Vikhra, and 
others.  

In the National Literary Competition on the theme of 
the peoples struggle for peace, prizes were awarded to 

the well-known poet, Dimitrov prize-winner Khristo 
Radevsky, for his collection of “Peace” poems, to Maria 
Grubeshliyeva for a collection of poems on peace, and 
to Bogomila Rainova for a series of anti-imperialist 

poems under the title of “Poems of Hatred”. 
 

Reactionary Intrigues Will Not Stop Movement 
of Masses  

 
A special “peace train”, popularising the Appeal of 

the World Peace Council in Indonesia, has traversed the 
whole length of Java, from Jakarta to Surabaya. 
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Meetings and exhibitions dedicated to the fight tor 

peace have been organised in town and countryside.  
The Sukiman Government is doing its utmost to curb 

the growing peace movement. In many regions peace 
slogans and the Picasso dove have been banned and 

signature collectors arrested. Former Prime Minister 
Natsir sought to slander the world peace movement in a 
radio speech, The All-Indonesia Peace Council exposed 
this American agent, calling upon the people of 

Indonesia to sign the Appeal for a Pact of Peace. 
According to incomplete data, more than 430,000 

Indonesians have already signed the Appeal. Signatories 
include 40 members of Parliament, the Chairman of the 
Indonesian National Party, Minister of Labour and the 

Vice-Chairman of the Nationalist Party. 
 

Trade Unions in Burma Active in Signature 
Campaign  

 
Trade unions in Rangoon and in the industrial 

centres of Insein decided, at a meeting, to begin a drive 
for signatures to the Appeal. Ten thousand signatures 

were collected among industrial workers, technicians 
and artisans in the first month.  

In accordance with the decision of the Burma peace 
committee, a nation-wide signature campaign and a Poll 

against rearming Japan began on July 2. Thirteen new 
branches of the Burma peace committee were set up to 
conduct the campaign. 
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PEOPLES OF LATIN AMERICA RESIST 
WARMONGERS 

 
In most Latin-American countries the movement for 

peace is being carried on in conditions of intensified 

police terror by the governments of these countries 
under Washington’s dictation. Seeking to realise their 
plans for utilising the economy and manpower of Latin-
America for preparing and unleashing an aggressive war, 

the American imperialists are brazenly interfering in the 
internal affairs of the Latin-American countries.  

Peace supporters are subjected to particularly 
brutal persecution by reaction. The Governments of 
Argentina, Brazil, Columbia, Venezuela, Paraguay and 

other countries jail and torture people collecting 
signatures to the Appeal of the World Peace Council; 
they ban meetings and demonstrations, prohibit 
democratic organisations and their newspapers, and 

persecute people signing the Appeal.  
However, reaction is powerless to intimidate the 

peace supporters, who, despite the terror and 
persecution, are carrying on the fight for a Pact of 
Peace. In Argentina, peace supporters held hundreds of 

meetings and collected nearly one million signatures to 
the Appeal for a Pact of Peace. The recent Second All-
Argentine Peace Conference charted measures for 
broadening the Peace Pact campaign.  

In Brazil where the Vargas military-fascist 
dictatorship ruthlessly hounds fighters for peace, the 
most varied sections of the population are taking action 
for a Pact of Peace, building a united democratic front 
of struggle for the national interests, and against U.S. 

interference in the internal affairs of Brazil.  
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A resolution submitted to the municipal council of 

the Rio de Janeiro Federal District by Eliseu Alves, 
Communist member of the council, calling for a Pact of 
Peace between the five Great Powers, was unanimously 
adopted. The municipal councils in the towns of 

Caruaru, Belem and Cambucy, and the Constituent 
Assembly of Para State, unanimously expressed 
themselves for the signing of a Pact of Peace. A number 
of prominent Methodist leaders headed by Bishop Cesar 

da Corso Filho and Pericles Moreira da Rocha, Chairman 
of the Constituent Assembly in Ceara State, and others, 
also expressed themselves in favour of a Pact of Peace. 

The National Peace Committee issued an appeal to 
the people of Brazil, calling on them to redouble their 

efforts for a Pact of Peace and against the despatch of 
Brazilian troops to Korea. The call says that peace steps 
taken with a view to effecting peace in Korea.  

Over 500 thousand signatures to the Peace Pact 

Appeal have been collected in Brazil.  
Signatures collected in Guatemala testify to the 

participation of broad sections of the population in the 
movement for a Pact of Peace. Among the first 60 
thousand signatures are the names of the Chairman and 

Deputy Chairman of the National Assembly, several 
Ministers and eminent leaders of the different parties. 
Equally broad sections of the people have signed the 
Appeal in Chile. 150 thousand signatures had been 

collected in Chile by the middle of July.  
Peace partisans in Uruguay are preparing for a 

National Congress scheduled for the end of August. In 
view of the growing activity of the peace supporters, 
the National Peace Committee is planning to replace its 

present bulletin by a popular newspaper which will 
feature the struggle for peace.  
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In Mexico, peace supporters followed up the 

National Peace Congress, held in May, with more 
vigorous activity. Efforts are being concentrated on 
redeeming the pledge —to collect two million signatures 
to the Appeal of the World Peace Council.  

Headed by Senator Uriel Garcia, well-known writer, 
the peace movement in Peru is displaying increased 
activity. In Paraguay where in recent years all 
democratic rights and liberties were wiped out, peace 

partisans are forced to work illegally. Despite this, they 
have already collected several tens of thousands of 
signatures to file Appeal.  

The growing unity of the working people of Latin 
America is the vital condition for extending the peace 

movement. The working class, led by the Communist 
Parties, is marching in the van of the struggle for unity. 
One of the links in cementing this unity was the 
conference of transport workers of eleven countries 

held in May under the slogans of struggle for peace, and 
for the economic and social demands of the working 
people.  

The youth of Latin-American countries is playing a 
prominent role in the peace movement. Of the 612 

thousand signatures obtained to date in Cuba, a 
considerable part had been collected by the Youth 
Peace Council. The names of young activists in the 
struggle for a Pact of Peace—Marcelino Prado from 

Santiago Rosario Fernandez with 4,200 and others—are 
well-known throughout the country.  

In Guatemala, a Youth Union uniting the members 
of the leading youth organisations has been formed. In 
Brazil, youth and women’s organisations prevented, the 

secret despatch of a battalion of soldiers to Korea. 
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Youth groups in Chile have pledged to collect one 

million signatures for a Pact of  Peace. 
The youth of Uruguay, Venezuela, Chile, Puerto-Rico 

and other countries intensified with more vigorous 
activity. Efforts are in connection with the preparations 

for the Third World Youth Festival in Berlin. 
Representatives of student, Catholic, professional and 
other youth organisations, embracing young people of 
most diverse political trends, are participating in the 

Festival preparatory committees.  
The peoples of Latin America are combining their 

efforts for a Pact of Peace with the struggle against the 
aggressive policy of the U.S. imperialists. They are 
resisting the recruiting of soldiers in Latin-American 

countries, opposing the sending of these soldiers to 
Korea, and protesting against the agreement providing 
for the use of troops outside the Latin-American 
countries, an agreement signed, contrary, to the will of 

the peoples, at the conference of the Foreign Ministers 
of Latin American countries and the U.S. held last April 
in Washington. Recently the crews of five Argentine 
vessels refused to take cargo to Korea destined for the 
U.S. interventionist troops.  

These popular protests are not without results. In 
the Argentine, President Peron was compelled to 
declare, under pressure from the people, that the 
Argentine Government did not intend to send troops 

abroad. The Guatemalan Government made a similar 
statement. In Cuba, the movement for peace forced the 
Congress to put off consideration of the proposal by 
President Prio Socarras to send troops to Korea. The 
demand of the people of Puerto Rico to bring back the 

Puerto-Rican soldiers from Korea compelled Washington 
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to order the return of several hundred soldiers in an 

effort to weaken the anti-American sentiments.  
The struggle of the peoples of Latin American 

countries for peace and national independence is 
merging with the struggle of the peoples of the world 

against the its participation in the struggle for peace 
American pretenders to world domination. 
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STRUGGLE FOR LAND IN ITALY. Rugero 
Grieco, Member, Board of Italian 

Communist Party 
 

I. 
 
According to approximate Italian statistics only 

about 6,000,000 of the 27,826,000 hectares of arable 
land in the country belong to 2,500,000 small peasants 

(an average of 2.4 hectares per family). Some 40,000 
landholders, with 50 hectares and upwards (averaging 
257.5 hectares each), own over 10 million hectares. 
Approximately 6,000,000 hectares are owned by the 

middle or petty bourgeoisie; more than 6,000,000 
hectares belong to the State, communes and various 
institutions, including about half a million hectares 
owned by the Church.  

There are two million, five hundred thousand 

landless peasants, while peasants who own land include 
1,668,000 smallholders with an average of 0.6 of a 
hectare per family. Thus, landless and small peasants 
amount to 4,200,000 families, i.e. 82 percent of the 

rural population of Italy. At the same time, 
concentration of land property in Italy ranks among the 
highest in Europe. This concentration is particularly 
pronounced in the South of Italy (Sicily, Apulia, 
Calabria, Lazio), in Tuscany and Venice.  

These relations of land ownership, with the main 
mass of producers deprived of the means of production, 
are the basic reasons for the peasant movement for 
land, particularly in those regions and zones where 

peasant» land hunger is most acute.  
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Another factor is the enslaving nature of the 

agricultural agreements, While millions of landless 
peasants are in need of land, the big estate holders take 
advantage of this need to keep the living conditions of 
the peasants at a low level, to preserve the regime of 

brutal exploitation of the working people and rake in 
high profits.  

The estate holders receive absolute rent, which 
according to official data amounts to one quarter of the 

annual value of the gross agricultural production of the 
country. Actually it is higher—on some estates absolute 
rent amounts to 35-40 per cent of the overall income. 

The nature of the big estates varies in the different 
regions. Whereas in the South of Italy and on the islands 

there are latifundia ranging from 10, 15 to 90 thousand 
hectares with extensive grain cultivation and large 
pastures, in other areas the big estates have taken the 
path of capitalist development, and although production 

titre is on a relatively high level, there are feudal 
survivals expressed in agricultural agreements (for 
example, share-cropping in Tuscany, Umbria, Marcho). 

The varied character of land ownership in the 
different regions, bound up with the historical-economic 

development, also determines the varied nature of the 
peasant struggle in each region and even in separate 
provinces. In the Sicily and Calabria latifundia where 
capital investments in land are insignificant, the 

problem of land for the peasants consists of distributing 
the big estates and of establishing a new system of 
peasant ownership. In those areas where there are large 
or medium capitalist farms and where there are three 
social groups (in relation to land)—estate holders who 

do not cultivate the land, big capitalist farmers and 
farm labourers—the poor peasants seek not only land 
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reform but also the reorganisation of the estates in 

favour of the farm labourers and agricultural workers. 
The same goes for the various groups of share-croppers 
in Italy.  

It should be borne in mind that in those zones where 

capitalist agriculture prevails, there has come into 
being during the past five decades an agricultural  
proletariat developed socially and politically and 
educated in the spirit of solidarity by its trade union 

organisations and co-operatives. In the last decade, in 
those zones where share-cropping is widely. practised, a 
marked rise has taken place in the political and social 
consciousness of the mass of peasant share-croppers 
who are demanding reform of the old contracts based 

on this system and participation in agricultural 
production through the medium of estate councils.  

 
 

II. 
 
During every political crisis in the country the land 

problem always comes to the fore; it is manifested in 
the peasants taking possession of land, in strikes, and in 

sharpening class struggle resulting in sanguinary clashes. 
In the course of the past five years, on the basis of a 

law adopted on the initiative of the Communists which 
provides that unused land be put at the disposal of the 

peasants, 122,278 peasants and peasant organisations 
are demanding a total of 1,801,000 hectares of land. 
However, only 5,000 peasants and organisations 
received land. Altogether, 214,027 hectares have been 
allocated, which constitute about 12 per cent of the 

area demanded. Moreover, this land is very often 
occupied by the peasants themselves.  
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Government resistance to realisation of agrarian 

reform led, in 1948-49, to fierce peasant battles for 
land, to mass occupation of land by peasants in 
Calabria, Sicily, Sardinia, Lucania, Lazio, Campania, 
Abruzzi, etc. During these struggles, scores of farm 

labourers, poor peasants and peasant leaders were 
killed and hundreds arrested.  

A strike of 700,000 agricultural labourers and farm 
workers took place in August 1948. In May-June 1949, 

1,500,000 farm labourers and agricultural workers were 
on strike for 36 days, demanding an amendment of the 
national agreement defining relations between the 
labourers and  their employers, for aid to the 
unemployed, against dismissals; the labourers employed 

by peasant owners-did not participate in this strike (in 
order to maintain the alliance with them and receive 
their support). Six farm labourers were killed during this 
strike. The working class and the working population in 

Italy supported the farm workers. Industrial workers 
downed tools in protest against the police violence in 
the countryside. Cooperatives supplied the farm 
labourers with food. Thousands of their children were 
cared for by city workers anxious to help the strikers. 

The strike ended with the farm labourers winning their 
basic demands.  

The farm labourers, by means of strikes, fought not 
only for amending agreements but also for guaranteed 

work, for more work-days each year. An Italian farm 
labourer works, on the average, about a hundred days a 
year, in some zones only 40 days a year. This is the 
basic reason for the “strikes in reverse” (working people 
carrying on at their jobs, despite the will of the owners 

and Government authorities) and for obligatory 
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provision of work. These demands are closely linked 

with the struggle for land.  
The big movement of share-croppers during 1946-47 

enabled them to secure an improvement in the old 
agreements signed under the fascist regime and which 

are still formally valid, as well as a reduction from 50 to 
47 per cent in share-cropper payment, an obligation by 
the owners to allocate 4 per cent of the total income, 
derived from the land, for melioration and soil 

improvement, abolition of unpaid jobs and other 
peasant obligations advantageous to the owner—
survivals of the medieval forms of relations between 
landowners and peasants.  

On the estates where peasants work on the share-

cropping principle, a widespread movement of estate 
councils has developed. These councils fight for 
participation by share-croppers in organising 
agricultural work and for joint management of estates. 

The estate council movement is an advanced form of 
struggle aimed at changing the old agreements 
concerning share-cropping, for firm agreements 
concerning utilisation of certain areas of land, and at 
abolishing or restricting the right of owners to drive 

share-croppers from the land. In this way the share-
croppers are fighting for land.  

Success in the struggle of farm workers, agricultural 
labourers, share-croppers, small and landless peasants, 

as well as the organised nature of this struggle, are 
ensured by the existence and vigorous activities of the 
powerful trade union organisation—National 
Confederation of Land Workers (Confederterra)—
affiliated, to the Italian General Confederation of 

Labour. The Confederterra is the biggest trade union in 
the country, rallying in its ranks aver 1,700,000 
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members, It includes the Federation of Farm Labourers 

and Agricultural Workers (more than one million 
members), Federation of Share-Croppers (over 600,000 
members), and Association of Direct Producers (over 
150,000 members), the latter rallying peasants—small 

holders and tenant farmers. 
Unfortunately, so far the Confederterra and the 

Communist and Socialist Parties have devoted but little 
attention to the small and medium landowners and 

tenant farmers. Only recently have, we seen indications 
of a change in the matter of defending and organising 
peasant owners and tenant farmers who are dominated 
by conservative and reactionary forces, and who today 
are victims of the “Atlantic” policy in the countryside. 

Together with the demand for tax reductions and lower 
prices for fertilizers and manufactured goods, small 
lease-holders and tenants are fighting for the right to 
use the leased plots for a longer period, for rent 

reductions and controlled rent. In this way, the small 
leaseholders and tenants are steadily extending the 
struggle for land.  

In the zones where the struggle did not take on the 
form of direct seizure of land, the actions undertaken 

by various groups of agricultural workers were 
conducted and directed along the line of ensuring work, 
for reducing income of landowners, for more capital 
investments in agriculture; that is, along the line of 

struggle for a profound reform of land and agreement 
relations, which considerably aided the general 
movement of the working peasants for land.  

The struggle for land brought millions of peasants 
into action. In this connection it was essential to find 

the suitable mass form in which to effect the people’s 
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unity. This form is the communal committees for land—

land committees.  
The movement of land committees came into being 

at the end of 1947 during the Bologna Land Constituent 
Assembly which drew up the programme of struggle for 

agrarian reform.  
The land committees effect unity of all groups of 

agricultural workers, different trade union and political 
trends, and also those not affiliated to any trends and 

of all sections of the rural population interested in 
solving the problem of economic and cultural 
development in the countryside. The land committees, 
which are elected at public meetings, take upon 
themselves the leadership of the popular movement in 

solving all problems relating to the struggle for land, all 
aspects of life in the countryside, and are obliged to 
report on their activities to public meetings. One and a 
half thousand delegates, elected from 2,100,000 

peasants, attended the Popular Assembly of Land 
Committees held in Modena in 1949. This Assembly, the 
keynote of which was “Terra, non guerra!” (“Land, not 
war!”), expressed the firm resolve of the peasants to 
fight for land, agrarian reform and peace, against the 

Government’s policy of war and suppression of 
democratic liberties. 

 
III. 

 
The main principles of the agrarian reform 

championed by the Communist Party and sanctioned by 
the Italian Constitution are:  

In the sphere of land reform: in keeping with Article 

44 of the Constitution, to effect a general and 
permanent restriction of private land ownership, fixing 
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the maximum amount of privately-owned land at 100 

hectares throughout Italy. Such limitation will make it 
possible to distribute between 3½  and 4 million 
hectares among landless peasants and small peasants. 
Land may be transferred to individual and collective 

ownership, depending on the desire of the peasants. In 
order to avert the likelihood of serious economic injury 
to peasants and national production arising from 
redemption payments, small redemption payments are 

proposed, payable over a long period and based on a 
special system. The State should begin work on 
reclaiming and improving the land fund, and assist, with 
all possible means, those peasants receiving land for the 
first time.  

In the sphere of reform in the agreements: the right 
of peasants of all groups to permanent use of the plots 
cultivated by them; the right of all share-croppers to 
substitute share-cropping agreements with agreements 

providing for lease-hold and cash payments; 
participation by working people (share-croppers, 
agricultural workers and farm labourers) in estate 
management through estate councils; automatic control 
over the level of lease-hold payments and their 

stability, etc. It will be seen that the principles of 
agrarian reform and reform of agreements brought 
forward by us are aimed at changing the obsolete 
production relations in the Italian countryside.  

These proposals for agrarian reform were rejected 
by the Parliamentary majority, the big landlords and 
rural capitalists. But they were enthusiastically 
approved by millions of peasants who, on dozens of 
occasions during the past few years, rose in struggle in 

order to realise these proposals.  
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Pressure by the broad popular masses forced the 

U.S. State Department and the Vatican to request the 
de Gasperi Government “to do something” for peasants. 

As can be seen, without going into the mass of detail 
contained in the various “bills” introduced by the de 

Gasperi Government (settling the Sila plateau, the 
general draft for agrarian reform, etc.), they do not 
envisage, contrary to the Constitution, any restriction of 
land ownership (except for the “Sila” law which 

restricts the amount of land owned in this region to 300 
hectares). De Gasperi’s “land-reform” actually 
envisages the sale, at a high price, of some of the land 
which the landlords themselves are desirous of diverting 
to well-to-do peasants specially selected for the 

purpose by the Government from among its supporters. 
Thus, the Government’s draft land reform, in effect, 
does not alter the agricultural structure in Italy. 

As stated by Comrade Togliatti at the Plenum of the 

Central Committee held in April 1950, the Government, 
by means of this law, does not intend to provide land 
for the maximum number of peasants but “seeks to 
break the peasants’ front, creating in their midst a 
small privileged group, and throwing back the entire 

movement for land and agrarian reform”.  
This policy is not original. It was pursued, in 

different forms, by the bourgeoisie of various European 
countries under pressure of the peasant masses. Under 

such “land reforms” the peasants paid millions and 
billions in redemption money to the big owners. Such 
reforms were beneficial, in a certain sense, for narrow 
sections of the better-off peasants, while the bulk of 
the poor peasants remained tied to their strips of land 

in miserable conditions, bearing the entire burden of 
the reform, selling their land or giving it away to 
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creditors and becoming small lease-holders, share-

croppers or farm labourers.  
 

IV. 
 

What are the tasks arising from the new situation as 
a  result of this Government policy? “It is correct to 
reject these measures”, said Comrade Togliatti, 
referring to the “Sila law” for Calabria, “but it is not 

enough simply to reject them. Our criticism of these 
measures should be channelled into effective and 
extensive actions by the masses. It is essential to go 
beyond the framework of propaganda and to unfold 
positive activities by the working masses in the country 

side”. The fact that we did not get Parliamentary 
approval for laws more in line with peasant interests 
does not mean that we relinquish concrete struggle for 
agrarian reform; on the contrary, it impels us to 

continue this struggle in the new situation created by 
the introduction of the Government’s land laws.  

This was understood by the Calabrian peasants who, 
extending the unity of the masses around the land 
committees that arose in the struggles of recent years, 

were able to seize 76,400 hectares against the 45,500 
hectares scheduled for expropriation in the Sila region, 
and who are now fighting for still more land for 
themselves. The peasant criticism of this law is an 

active criticism.  
It is obvious that agrarian reform must also be 

fought for in those zones where capitalist forms of 
agriculture predominate. In these zones, too, we are 
fighting tor restriction of land ownership and for 

redistribution of the land surplus among the landless 
and small peasants—individually or jointly. In these 
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zones (the Po Valley, Tuscany), the farm labourers 

fought serious battles. which showed a high level of 
collective consciousness; share-croppers formed estate 
councils and are actively participating in them. The big 
capitalist ownership in these zones should be restricted 

by means of extending the network of peasant producer 
co-operatives and other forms of unification—according 
to the desire of the peasants—and by giving stability to 
these forms. Following this path in the zones with big 

capitalist ownership, it is possible to combat 
simultaneously the big landowners and large-scale 
agricultural capitalism.  

 
V. 

 
The perspectives of the struggle for land are closely 

linked with the general political situation in the 
country. The ‘Atlantic parties” concentrate all their 

political activities along the line of anti-Communism, 
the line that leads to open reaction inside the country 
and to the complete subordination of Italy to the United 
States in preparing for war on the international plane. 
This line means rejection of social reform, rejection of 

any reconstruction of the national economy aimed at its 
peaceful development.  

The task of the Italian people is to organise a firm 
front of the forces of labour, democracy and peace 

based on the alliance of the working class and the 
working peasantry, and to ensure that these forces 
become predominant and lead the entire life of the 
country. The formation of such a front will foil the 
onslaught of the Italian reactionary forces against the 

vital interests of the millions of peasants, and will carry 
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through a land reform to the. benefit of the working 

people. 
To extend the struggle for agrarian reform in all 

regions of the country, particularly in those regions 
where this struggle has not been conducted until now—

such is the direct and immediate task of we peasant 
movement for land. Broad masses of peasants support 
the struggle of the working class and all working people 
for industrial and other social reforms and for the 

Labour Plan, because success in the common struggle 
against the militarisation of the country and for the 
development of civilian production for the benefit of 
the masses of the people guarantees the success of the 
peasants’ struggle for land.  

In his well-known interview with the “Pravda” 
correspondent, Comrade Stalin gave a striking lesson in 
economy and finance to all mystifiers and slanderers 
when he reminded them that no State can develop 

civilian industry, proceed with construction of national 
significance and at the same time carry out a policy of 
rearmament.  

Numerous facts point to the intention of Italian 
ruling circles to take Italy onto the path of turning the 

Republican State into a State of a fascist type. The 
Government’s demand for unrestricted power; the 
attempts to set up a council of industrialists consisting 
of representatives of the monopolies—a council that will 

decide the country’s economic affairs; the intention to 
enact an anti-strike law, the civil militia law already 
adopted and other measures—all are of a glaring fascist 
nature. The Parliamentary majority proposes now that 
leadership of the national agricultural production and 

the direction of agrarian policy be entrusted to the big 
landowners and big agricultural capitalists.  
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Addressing the Plenum of the Central Committee of 

the Italian Communist Party on June 30, 1951, Comrade 
Togliatti said: “It is clear that all that we are 
suggesting, and which our country needs, cannot be 
realised without a policy of peace”. For this reason, the 

broad peasant masses, extending the united organised 
struggle for land, for an extensive, just and general 
agrarian reform and for all the demands of agricultural 
working people, are simultaneously taking an ever more 

vigorous part in the struggle for peace, in the 
movement for a Pact of Peace. The recent municipal 
election showed that the peasants’ front of struggle for 
land, freedom and peace has not weakened but has 
gone forward. Land, not war!—this is the motto of the 

working people—partisans of peace in the Italian 
countryside. With this motto, Italian peasants will go 
forward, toward new battles for the democratic and 
peaceful regeneration of the country. 
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PROPAGANDISTS’ CONFERENCE IN 
SOCIALIST UNITY PARTY OF GERMANY 

 
In connection with the end of the Party education 

year, the Central Propaganda Department of the 

Socialist Unity Party of Germany recently held a 
conference attended by 475 propagandists from 
factories, machine-hire depots, local rural Party 
organisations as well as propagandists from district and 

Land Party committees. Eighty district committee 
secretaries also participated. 

The conference heard a report by Hermann Matern, 
member of the Political Bureau on the “Role of Ernst 
Thaelmann in the creation of a mass revolutionary Party 

of the working class” and a report by Kurt Hager, head 
of the Central Propaganda Department, on the results of 
the first year of Party education and preparations for 
the 1951-52 academic year.  

Hager pointed out that for the first time in the 
history of the German working-class movement, 
approximately 800,000 members and probationer 
members of the Party and over 70,000 non-Party people 
are systematically studying Marxism-Leninism. The Party 

appointed 60,000 propagandists to help them. The 
educational network included 43,000 elementary 
political schools, 9,500 classes and 250 evening district 
schools.  

In addition to successes, the speaker mentioned a 
number of shortcomings in propaganda work. Guidance 
and control by Party committees are still inadequate in 
the system of Party education. The theoretical level and 
methodological training of many tutors in charge of 
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classes and in elementary political schools are not good 

enough.  
The conference outlined concrete measures for 

strengthening Party propaganda work. 
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IN COMMUNIST AND WORKERS’ PARTIES  
 

PARTY EDUCATION IN COMMUNIST PARTY OF 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA IN NEW ACADEMIC YEAR 
 
The Presidium of the Central Committee of the 

Communist Party of Czechoslovakia has issued a decision 
concerning the third year of Party study, which begins 

on November 1. The decision duly notes that the study 
year has become a component of Party life. Pointing to 
the shortcomings manifested in last year’s study, the 
Presidium of the Central Committee urges the Party 
organisations to put an end to the under-estimation of 

Marxist-Leninist education of the membership and the 
lack of attention to ideological work, still observed 
among some Party workers.  

The programme for Party study at all levels has been 

enlarged and the term of study extended to two years. 
The decision stressed the need to give a better 
theoretical grounding to the middle and higher Party 
workers.  

There will be four grades of Party study in the new 

term. The basic courses will equip members and 
candidate members beginning political study with the 
fundamentals of Marxism-Leninism. These courses are 
open to members of the Youth Union and to working 

people preparing join the Party. Members and candidate 
members who last year successfully completed the basic 
course or one-year school will now attend two-year 
schools of Marxist Leninism—the basic form for branch 
functionaries in the new academic year. Evening schools 

will be opened by District Party Committees for District 
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activists; branches of the evening schools will opened in 

other important centres and the big enterprises. Party 
members with experience of independent study of 
literature will study Marxist-Leninist theory 
independently. 

 

AGITATORS IN HARVESTING CAMPAIGN IN 
HUNGARY  

 
Rural agitators in the Hungarian Working People’s 

Party worked hard to ensure that the working peasantry 
realised the significance of speedy harvesting and that 
extensive emulation took place between villages 

peasants and producer cooperatives for pre-schedule 
completion of harvesting. Under the guidance of rural 
Party organisations agitators successfully combated the 
propaganda conducted by kulaks who sought to prevent 

timely harvesting. In many places, the Party 
organisations assigned definite sectors to agitators. For 
example, in the Zakanyszek area all farmsteads were 
divided into 36 groups each of which was entrusted to 
an agitator. On Sundays, the Secretary of the rural Party 

organisation summons agitators to acquaint them with 
the Government’s decisions pertaining to harvesting and 
grain deliveries and outlines the tasks for the next 
week. 

They began their explanatory work during the 
reaping. This yielded results. For example, Sandor 
Petroci from Madaras, who farms five holds of land, 
fulfilled his grain quota by 300 per cent, and Janos 
Berda, by 600 per cent. The following method proved 

most useful: an agitator calculated how much grain 
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would be lost by a working peasant if he did not 

commence reaping in good time. It turned out that even 
a three per cent loss in an average harvest of 10 
centners to the hold, over an area of 1000 holds, would 
mean a loss of grain sufficient for the annual 

consumption by 150 people. 
Agitators are displaying personal examples in 

gathering crops without waste.  
Party committees are helping  agitators by 

publishing regional “agitators’ notebooks”. From 30 to 
40 per cent of the agitators are non-Party. 

 

PLENUMS OF NATIONAL COMMITTEE, 
BRAZILIAN COMMUNIST PARTY 

 
In the difficult conditions of underground work, the 

National Committee of the Communist Party of Brazil 

held two plenums, one in February, the other in June. 
At the February plenum an important decision was 

adopted—based on the report submitted by Comrade 
Diogenes Arruda Secretary of the National Committee—
to create committees of the Democratic Front for 

National Liberation. The plenum also discussed in detail 
the question of unfolding the struggle for peace. A 
decision adopted on organisational questions provided 
for strengthening the factory branches. The question of 

raising the ideological level of Party members was also 
discussed and a resolution adopted to establish Party 
schools and to publish the works of J. V Stalin in the 
Portuguese language. 

The June plenum discussed a report by Comrade 

Joao Amazonas, secretary of the National Committee, 
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on measures for extending the campaign for a Pact of 

Peace. A resolution adopted in this connection reads: 
“It is our duty to win victory in this great campaign”. 
The plenum also adopted decisions in connection with 
the Washington conference of Foreign Ministers and on 

measures to combat the high cost of living. 
 

PLENUM, CENTRAL COMMITTEE, COMMUNIST 
PARTY OF BELGIUM 

 
A plenum of the Central Committee of the 

Communist Party of Belgium, was held in Brussels on 
July 21-22. In his report, Jean Terve, Secretary of the 

Party, subjected the shortcomings in the sphere of Party 
agitation and propaganda to severe criticism. 
Agitational-propaganda work is often of a narrow 
empirical character, proceeding, in the main, from 

everyday tasks without giving the working people a 
perspective for the future. The unsatisfactory 
ideological level of the majority of the membership 
weakens contact with the masses, since members are 
not always able to explain Party policy to the masses. 

Comrade Terve stressed that the main reason for 
this situation lies in the “general under-estimation of 
the importance of the ideological education of Party 
members”. All too frequently, Party education is 

regarded as secondary compared with “regular” Party 
work, and is assigned to insufficiently active Party 
members.  

Comrade Terve pointed out that the vital tasks of 
the Party are: to raise the ideological level of Party 

members; to combat empiricism and the policy which 
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sacrifices perspective to everyday interests; to involve 

young working class cadres in agitational-propaganda 
work. 

In his concluding speech at the Plenum, Edgar 
Laimand, General Secretary of the Party, stressed that 

under-estimation of theory “greatly weakens us in the 
struggle against the warmongers”. Laimand dwelt, in 
detail on the importance of studying Marxism-Leninism, 
and pointed, in particular, to the significance of 

Comrade Stalin’s work “Concerning Marxism in 
Linguistics”. 

 

20th ANNIVERSARY OF COMMUNIST PARTY OF 
MALAYA 

 
Malayan Communists celebrated the 20th 

anniversary of their heroic Party formed in July 1931 at 

the All-Malaya meeting of Marxist groups. For the 
Malayan Communist Party the past twenty years were 
years of fierce struggle against imperialist domination, 
years of tireless assimilation of the principles of 
Marxism-Leninism and of applying them in the concrete 

conditions of the struggle of the Malayan people. 
In the years 1931-35 the Party struggled to win the 

working people of Malaya for Marxism and laid the 
foundations for a united front of all democratic forces, 

in the country for the fight against imperialist 
domination and colonial exploitation. Despite the fact 
that freedom of speech, assembly and press was 
ruthlessly suppressed, Malayan Communists succeeded 
in establishing a broad network of organisations and 

underground trade unions, in laying the basis for an 
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alliance of the workers and  peasants. The programme 

adopted in 1935 at the All-Malaya meeting of 
Communists set the task of struggling for the 
establishment of a Democratic Republic of Malaya, on 
the basis of a united democratic front, headed by the 

working class.  
Relying on this programme, the Party, in the years 

from 1935 to 1941, led the working people in the 
struggle against the onslaught by British imperialism on 

the living standards of the Malayan people and against 
attempts to suppress the growing democratic movement 
of the masses. In the course of this struggle a united 
national front of the democratic forces was established. 

The years beginning with 1941 up 1945, were, for 

the Party, years of struggle against Japanese 
imperialism in the a conditions of occupation. Heading 
the anti-Japanese struggle the Party created guerrilla 
units which later developed into the Malayan People’s 

Anti-Japanese Army. Led by the Communist Party the 
people of Malaya liberated their country from the 
Japanese invaders. When, after liberation, the British 
troops returned to Malaya, the entire country was being 
administered by democratically elected People’s 

Committees. During the years of resistance to the 
Japanese invaders, the Communists won affection and 
respect of the entire people. A militant unity of all 
sections of the population was forged. 

Upon their return, the British imperialists ruthlessly 
suppressed the Malayan trade unions and democratic 
organisations. The People’s Anti-Japanese was 
disbanded, freedom of speech, assembly and press was 
drastically restricted. Exploitation of the working class  

was intensified in order to ensure a flow of fabulous 
profits to the City. In June 1948 the Labour imperialists, 
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seeing that their predatory plans were encountering 

popular resistance, launched a barbarous war against 
the Malayan People.  

But the people of Malaya were not intimidated by 
the atrocities of the British punitive forces operating on 

orders from the “Socialist” Ministers. A National 
Liberation Army, enjoying the support of the entire 
population, was created under the leadership of the 
Communist Party. Seventy-five per cent of the territory 

of Malaya, absolutely inaccessible to the British army 
and police, is controlled by the People’s Liberation 
Army.  

The Communist Party is fighting for the complete 
liberation of the country from British imperialists and 

for the establishment of people’s democracy. The new 
Party programme, adopted in January 1949, calls for 
“driving the British imperialists from Malayan soil... and 
the establishment of a People’s Republic”, which will be 

a New Democratic Republic based on the dictatorship of 
the revolutionary classes of all races in the country”. 

 Born in the crucible of class struggle and tempered 
in fierce battles against British and Japanese 
imperialism, the Communist Party of Malaya has become 

the vanguard detachment of Malayan working people. 
the recognised leader of the Malaya people. The best 
sons and daughters of Malaya, capable of carrying out 
the mission of liberating the country from imperialist 

and colonial yoke, are fighting under its banner.  
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PEASANT ION G. TIKU, MEMBER OF THE 
TUDOR VLADIMIRESCU COLLECTIVE 

FARM IN THE VILLAGE OF VIDRA, 
BUCHAREST REGION 

 

 
 

Peasant Ion G. Tiku, member of the Tudor Vladimirescu 

Collective Farm in the Village of Vidra, Bucharest region, receives 
an advance of 1,623 kilograms of wheat. (Each member of the 
collective received from this year’s harvest an advance of 3.5 

kilograms of wheat for each work-day unit). 
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IMPORTANT DECISION ON 
DISTRIBUTION OF INCOME ON 

RUMANIAN COLLECTIVE FARMS 
 

The Central Committee of the Rumanian Workers’ 
Party and the Council of Ministers of the People’s 
Republic of Rumania recently adopted a decision 
concerning advanced payments and distribution of 
income in cash and kind among collective farm members 

for 1951. 
The decision points out that, to date, over 73,000 

peasant households have combined in 1,070 collective 
farms. As a result of the extensive aid rendered by the 

Party, and Government and of the application of 
advanced Soviet agro-technical methods, collective 
farms are now reaping better harvests than individual 
farmsteads. Simultaneously, the collective farms are 
developing other branches of agriculture which, in 

addition to income in kind, bring in substantial cash 
incomes. 

The principle of sharing income in accordance with 
quantity and quality of work performed, i.e., in 

accordance with the number of registered work-day 
units, was inscribed in the Rules and practised by the 
collective farms—has proved correct. 

The Central Committee of the Rumanian Workers’ 
Party and the Council of Ministers of the Rumanian 

People’s Republic, pointed out, however, that there 
were deviations from the Socialist principle of 
distributing income, stipulated in the Rules, due to 
under-estimation of the significance of correct 

distribution of income by some regional and district 
Party and State organs, and by collective farm boards. 
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Norms were not established for the work-day unit, nor 

were correct records kept of work performed by 
collective farms. This state of affairs led to lack of 
personal responsibility for work and violated the rights 
of those members who had worked conscientiously, 

since income was distributed equally among al and not 
in accordance with work performed. 

Considering that correct distribution of income is of 
especially great significance for the collective farms, in 

order further to strengthen them organisationally and 
economically, to increase collective property and 
improve conditions for their members, the Central 
Committee of the Rumanian Workers’ Party and the 
Council of Ministers of the Rumanian People’s Republic 

recommend that collective farms should prepare 
distribution of incomes in advance in order to avoid the 
mistakes made last year.  

Party committees and the executive committees of 

the People’s Councils should adopt all necessary 
measures to secure rapid harvesting without loss, to 
hold a broad explanatory campaign on the significance 
of the principle of distributing income in accordance 
with work-day units and the need for active 

participation by each member in the work of the 
undertaking. Business accounting and particularly 
registration of work-day units must be organised in a 
way that will enable each member to know the number 

of work-days credited to him and to verify the accounts. 
According to the Rules, distribution of income shall 

.be carried out after fulfilment of obligations to the 
State, after laying aside the seed fund, fodder, etc.  

In view of this year’s excellent harvest, the Central 

Committee of the Party and the Council of Ministers 
recommend that, on the basis of a decision by the 
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members’ meeting, advance payment in kind (wheat 

and rye) should constitute not 15, as was the practice 
hitherto, but 40-50 per cent.  

Regional and district Party committees and the 
executive committees of regional and district People’s 

Councils, must render every possible assistance in 
organising distribution of income which is an important  
measure organisationally and economically. 
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SUCCESSFUL WORK OF BUDAPEST CITY 
COUNCIL 

 
The Budapest City Council has carried out extensive 

work. In the second quarter of 1951 alone, 620 new 

apartments were built while 145 war-destroyed 
apartments were rehabilitated. During the past three 
months, 3,500 families moved into apartments. The 
water and gas network was extended to the city 

suburbs. During the first five months of the current 
year, the city tramway system carried 284 million 
passengers. Construction of the new Metro is proceeding 
rapidly. Three hundred and ninety-four new food stores 
and 147 clothing stores are being opened. 

Budapest working people take an active part in the 
work of the City Council. For example, the 1,800 special 
meetings at which council members reported on their 
work to the electors, were attended by 117,000 people 

of whom nearly 16,000 spoke in the discussion. 
Functioning under the city council are 205 permanent 
commissions with a total of 1,800 members, and 377  
sub-commissions in whose work 6,474 activists take 
part. 
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FROM HISTORY OF WORKING-CLASS 
MOVEMENT IN BULGARIA 

 

On the Occasion of the 60th Anniversary of the 
Congress of Bulgarian Marxists on Buzludja 

Mountain 
 

On August 2, the working people of the People’s 
Republic of Bulgaria celebrated the 60th anniversary of 
the Congress of revolutionary Social-Democratic groups 
in Bulgaria, held on Buzludja Mountain on July 20 (old 
calendar), 1891. The direct organiser and leader of this 

Congress, Dimitr Blagoyev, who initiated the 
dissemination of Marxism in Bulgaria and in the Balkans, 
and who was the ideological leader and organiser of the 
Bulgarian working-class and Socialist movement, called 

it the “first inaugural socialist congress, which 
yielded... the first organisational charter of the 
Bulgarian Socialist movement and de fined its nature 
and tasks”.  

 

* 
 
The first attempt to advocate scientific Socialism in 

Bulgaria was made 7-8 years after her liberation from 

almost five centuries of Turkish yoke. In 1885, Dimitr 
Blagoyev, who, during the winter of 1883-84, founded 
one of the first Social-Democratic groups in Russia, 
which later established contact with the “Emancipation 
of Labour” group, was exiled from Russia by the tsarist 

police for his active participation in the Russian 
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working-class movement. This sojourn in Russia 

decisively influenced the formation of Blagoyevy’s 
revolutionary outlook and determined his further 
activities. In Bulgaria he began publication of the 
monthly journal “Contemporary Digest” which 

propagated the ideas of Socialism, and continued to 
maintain contact with the “Emancipation of Labour” 
group and the Russian working-class movement.  

In that period, class differentiation and a process of 

primary accumulation of capital was underway in 
Bulgaria. From the old social-economic systems there 
gradually grew capitalism and, consequently, also the 
working class, created as a result of the impoverishment 
of small urban and rural producers.  

The great service rendered by D. Blagoyev was that 
he discovered the historical laws of the development of 
Bulgaria and theoretically proved the inevitability of the 
capitalist path of this development. In a booklet “What 

is Socialism and has it roots in our country?”, published 
in 1891, D. Blagoyev, applying the principle of 
conditions, proved that economic development in 
Bulgaria, in the twelve years following its national 
liberation, fully confirms the correctness of the Marxist 

teaching on social-economic systems. “Since capitalism 
has roots”, wrote Blagoyev at the time, “then Socialism 
too has roots in our country. This is as clear as 
daylight”. 

In his polemics with representatives of Narodniki 
ideology who denied the capitalist path of the 
development of the country, D. Blagoyey laid the  
foundation of Marxist economic thought in Bulgaria. The 
great historical service he rendered was that already at 

the beginning of the last decade of the nineteenth 
century he posed in Bulgaria and in the Balkans the 
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question of combining Socialism with the working-class 

movement. Contrary to the “economists” who preached 
economic struggle as the primary task of the workers 
and who rejected their political organisation, Blagoyev 
passionately advocated the creation of an independent 

revolutionary party of the working class standing on the 
position of class struggle. This was the task that the 
Buzludja Congress had to solve. The historical 
significance of the Congress consists precisely in the 

fact that it proclaimed the establishment of the 
Bulgarian Social Democratic Party and, in this way, laid 
the foundation of the Socialist working-class movement 
in Bulgaria.  

In his book “Concerning the History of Socialism in 

Bulgaria” (1906), Blagoyev characterised the situation in 
which the Party was born as follows: “For us, Socialists, 
this was a time when a man needed strong nerves and 
profound faith in the scientific quality of Socialism to 

withstand all the trials in private life, without losing 
energy and enthusiasm and without hesitating for a 
single moment”.  

This ideological and moral steadfastness, which has 
always been the distinguishing feature of the leading 

cadres of the Party, its splendid militant qualities which 
D. Blagoyev and his immediate colleagues G. Kirkov, G. 
Georgiev, Vasile Kolarov and others inculcated in the 
Party and which, in the past thirty years, were 

developed to the maximum by Georgi Dimitrov, ensured 
the transformation of the Communist Party of Bulgaria 
into a Party of a new type. But this transformation was 
a prolonged and very painful process.  

After Buzludja there followed twelve years of 

struggle against the opportunist tendencies in the Party, 
the transmitters of which were the radical-democratic 
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petty bourgeois elements who, in the social conditions 

of those days, dominated the Party, They were, first, of 
all, the so-called “common causers” (preaching the 
“common cause”, community of interests of workers, 
peasants, handicraftsmen and the trading-industrial 

bourgeoisie), i.e., “broad Socialism” that advanced the 
counter-revolutionary slogan of “class co-operation”. 
The invaluable service rendered by the Marxist core of 
the young was that under D. Blagoyev ’s leadership it 

firmly upheld the principle of irreconcilability of the 
interests of the proletariat and the bourgeoisie and 
boldly exposed the transmitters off bourgeois influence 
in the working class movement. Of great significance in 
this struggle was D. Blagoyev’s study of V. I. Lenin’s 

works (particularly “What Is To Be Done?”) and the 
experience of struggle conducted by the Lenin “Iskra” 
against the “economists”. An inevitable split, which, 
politically, was necessary for the preservation of the 

matured in the Party and in 1903 ended and in the 
formation of the revolutionary wing in the Bulgarian 
Social-Democratic Party. The “broad Socialists” were 
expelled from the Party which from then on and until 
1919 (when it adopted the name of Communist Party 

and joined the Third International) functioned under the 
title of the “Bulgarian Workers’ Social Democratic Party 
of Narrow Socialists (Tesnyaki).  

Analysing the main phases of the Party’s 

development, Comrade Georgi Dimitrov, in his report to 
the Fifth Congress of  the Communist Party of Bulgaria 
in December 1948, pointed out, that “the Party became 
a Marxist Party of the working class ...only in 1903, 
when it broke with the broad Socialists, i.e. after it had 

purged itself of the social reformists, common cause 
wing”. 
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The Tesnyaki Party was distinguished by its loyalty 

to proletarian Socialism and internationalism, its class 
irreconcilability to the bourgeoisie and its reformist 
toadies, its unswerving faith in the strength and future 
of the working class and by its conscious iron discipline. 

Blagoyev closely studied the revolutionary experience of 
the Bolsheviks, in the revolution of 1905-1907 and their 
struggle against the Mensheviks, seeking to utilise this 
experience in exposing the Bulgarian opportunists—the 

enemies of Marxism. During the Balkan wars of 1912-13, 
the Tesnyaki stood for fraternal unity among the 
working people of the Balkan countries. In his articles 
during World War One, Lenin positively appraised the 
activity of the Tesnyaki Party which he referred to as 

the “Left-wing, in Bulgaria internationalist, Bulgarian 
Party”.  

“The Narrow Socialists”, said G. Dimitrov, 
“manifested a special kind of revolutionary-Marxist 

trend in the international working-class movement and 
in the Second International, and of all Left-wing Social 
Democratic trends was closest to the Bolsheviks”. 

However, the Tesnyaki Party was not as yet a Party 
of a new type, since it did not take a consistent Marxist-

Leninist stand on a number of vital questions of 
revolutionary theory, strategy and tactics of the 
proletariat. It did not grasp correctly some of the vital 
points of Lenin’s theory of proletarian revolution and 

the teaching on the dictatorship of the proletariat. It 
did not fully understand the Lenin-Stalin teaching about 
the leading role of the Party in the preparation, 
organisation and development of the proletarian 
revolution. Nor did the Tesnyaki “Party grasp Lenin’s 

teaching about the allies of the working class in the 
revolutionary struggle, did not understand the role of 
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the peasantry as the indispensable ally of the 

proletariat.  
The Bolshevisation of the Party, its transformation 

into a Party of a new type, began after the Great 
October Socialist Revolution. At its 1919 Congress, the 

Tesnyaki Party took the name of the Communist Party 
and joined the Communist International. Then began 
years which can be regarded as the most decisive in the 
life of the Party. G. Dimitrov characterised these years 

as follows:  
“For three decades and particularly after the 

September uprising in 1923, overcoming the non-
Bolshevik survivals in its ranks, battling against various 
liquidators—Right and Left trends and groups in its ranks 

and in the working-class movement, learning from the 
Bolshevik Party and accumulating increasingly richer 
experience, our Party grew, changed and equipped 
itself ideologically in the Marxist-Leninist spirit. It was 

consolidated as a Marxist-Leninist Party, as the 
organised, vanguard and conscious detachment of the 
working class, as a Party of a new type, capable of 
organising and leading the working class for decisive 
struggle, of organising and leading the militant alliance 

of the working class with the other sections of the 
working people in town and countryside, capable of 
overthrowing the brutal fascist dictatorship, of taking 
into its own hands the fate of the country, firmly 

resolved to bring it to victory of Socialism, to the 
complete triumph of Communism”.  

 
* 

 

At present, the Party of Blagoyev and Dimitrov, 
relying on the broad confidence and support of the 
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working people, and faithful to the invincible Marxist-

Leninist teaching, is successfully effecting the tasks of 
socialist construction in our country, fulfilling its 
historical mission. 

The face of the country is changing rapidly thanks to 

the constant and selfless fraternal aid of the Soviet 
Union and to the enthusiasm and diligent efforts of the 
working class. New, large-scale enterprises, big power 
stations and irrigation systems are being put into 

operation every year and in ever greater numbers.  
We achieved substantial results in the sphere of the 

socialist reorganisation of agriculture due to the only 
correct Lenin-Stalin policy of the Party on the peasant 
question. The bulk of the peasantry has firmly taken the 

path of organising agricultural co-operatives.  
Under the leadership of the Dimitrov Central 

Committee our Party is becoming more and more 
consolidated organisationally, purging itself of alien 

elements who wormed their way into its ranks, and 
strengthening Party and State discipline. The Lenin-
Stalin principles of inner-Party democracy, broad 
application of frank and resolute criticism and self-
criticism of shortcomings, mistakes and distortions, help 

the Party to disclose these shortcomings and distortions, 
to combat them successfully and at the same time fo 
win, more and more, the confidence of the masses and 
to strengthen our ties with the masses.  

Celebrating the 60th anniversary of the socialist 
working class movement in Bulgaria, it is particularly 
important to underline, that the Communist Party of 
Bulgaria was able to win such a brilliant victory only 
because it learnt and continues to learn incessantly 

from the glorious experience of the C.P.S.U.(B), 
because our teachers are Lenin and Stalin. The daily 
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paternal solicitude and counsel of Comrade Stalin, the 

beloved leader and teacher of the Bulgarian people, 
helped our Party to gain strength and experience, to 
become a. Party capable of solving the most complex 
problems of socialist construction. We are triumphing 

and shall continue to triumph because the cornerstone, 
the fundamental basis of our policy is boundless loyalty 
to the Soviet Union, inviolable and eternal Bulgarian-
Soviet friendship.  

The Communist Party of Bulgaria is the mortal 
enemy of nationalism in all its forms. It educates the 
working people in the spirit of proletarian 
internationalism. And this, as Comrade Dimitrov said, 
“signifies above all, development and consolidation of 

consciousness of the decisive significance of a strong 
and solid united front of the countries of People’s 
Democracy and the great Soviet Union in the struggle 
against the aggressive forces of international reaction 

and imperialism.” That is why the Communist Party of 
Bulgaria is irreconcilably battling against the 
treacherous fascist Tito-Rankovic-Kardelj gang. That is 
why the Communist Party of Bulgaria and Bulgarian 
working people routed with such hatred and resolve the 

Kostov gang which sought to wrest the Bulgarian people 
from the Soviet Union and the camp of peace, 
democracy and Socialism, sought to prepare for it the 
fate of the Yugoslav peoples—the fate of slaves of 

imperialism.  
On this 60th anniversary of the socialist movement 

in our country, the Bulgarian working class and working 
people look back on the past with pride and confidence 
in their strength and in the strength of the Party of the 

Bulgarian working class, on the rich and great 
revolutionary traditions in the history of the Party, 
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created and steeled by such great and loyal sons of the 

working ¢lass and the Bulgarian people as Dimitr 
Blagoyev and Georgi Dimitrov. 

The red banner which 60 years ago Dimitr Blagoyev 
unfurled on the Buzludja Mountain is now in the strong 

and tried hands of the Communist Party of Bulgaria and 
its Central Committee headed by Comrade V.  
Tchervenkov—worthy continuator of the cause of D. 
Blagoyev and G. Dimitrov, and faithful pupil of Lenin 

and Stalin. Under this banner, relying on the rich 
experience and support of the C.P.S.U. (B) and on 
indissoluble friendship with the great Soviet Union, the 
Communist Party of Bulgaria will lead the people of 
Bulgaria to the victory of Socialism and to the building 

of Communism. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 



60 
 

BOOK REVIEW 
 
 

TWO VOLUMES OF WORKS BY CLEMENT 
GOTTWALD 

 

 
 
The first two volumes of Comrade Clement 

Gottwald’s Works, containing his articles, speeches and 
documents, relate to the years 1925-29 and 1930-31. 

The two volumes reflect an important period in the 

history of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia. They 
show how, in the conditions of capitalist 
Czechoslovakia, there developed, after World War One 
and in the first few years of the world economic crisis of 

1929-33, a growing class struggle, and how this struggle 
reflected the international contradictions of those days. 
C. Gottwald’s articles and speeches related to this 
period also show that in the course of this struggle 
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conditions were created for transforming the 

Communist Party of Czechoslovakia into a genuine Party 
of a new, Lenin-Stalin type, built on the basis of 
Marxism-Leninism and ready for those great historical 
trials which the future had in store for it. 

In Czechoslovakia as well as in a number of other 
European countries, the bourgeoisie, with the aid of the 
Right-wing Social Democrat leaders, succeeded in 
suppressing the revolutionary movement of the masses, 

which developed after World War One under the impact 
of the Great October Socialist Revolution. The 
temporary, partial stabilisation of capitalism made itself 
felt in the activity displayed by opportunist elements in 
the Communist Party which experienced two profound 

crises in 1924-25 and in 1928-29. 
The struggle against opportunism, for putting an end 

to the strong reformist traditions that prevailed at the 
time in the Party ranks, the struggle for the 

Bolshevisation of the Party in keeping with Comrade 
Stalin’s counsel, for its transformation into a Party of a 
new type—this struggle occupies a leading place in 
Comrade Gottwald’s Works. 

In an article published in 1925 in the Slovak “May 

Day Gazette”, headed For the Bolshevisation of the 
Communist Movement”, the author wrote: 

“Bolshevising the Communist movement and our 
Party means the ability to utilise in a concrete situation 

the experience of defeated and victorious revolutions, 
to link revolutionary Marxism with the revolutionary 
actions of the broad masses who have passed through 
the school of mass struggle and to prepare the 
proletariat for the role of the ruling class and 

dictatorship of the proletariat.” 
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Analysing the then situation in Czechoslovakia, 

Comrade Gottwald pointed to the insecure and 
temporary nature of capitalist stabilisation achieved at 
the expense of sharply curtailing the standard of living 
of the working people, to the growing capitalist 

contradictions, to the danger of a new imperialist war 
and fascism. C. Gottwald outlined the tasks of the Party 
on the basis of a precise Marxist analysis, elaborated 
the tactics of the united front and tirelessly exposed 

the reformist leaders—bourgeois agents inside the 
working class. Under Comrade Gottwald’s leadership, 
the Party surmounted the second inner-Party crisis in 
1928, and strengthened its ranks politically, 
ideologically and organisationally. 

Heading the Bolshevik core of the Party and fighting 
against the bankrupt. opportunist leaders, Comrade 
Gottwald gave a profound Marxist analysis of the 
reasons for the crisis, pointing out that the Party’s main 

mistake was that “it did not clearly understand the 
changed situation, that during the transition to a period 
of sharpening class contradictions, of the growing 
danger of war, and increased activity by the masses, it 
remained passive, failed to lead the masses in the 

struggle against the bourgeoisie. Due to this opportunist 
passivity the Party steadily lost contact with the broad 
masses—a factor which caused the defeat of the Red 
Day (the Party’s unsuccessful anti-government campaign 

in the summer of 1928, V-P.), when the complete 
isolation of the Party from the proletarian masses was 
fully revealed, and it became clear that the political 
line of the Party was incorrect” (“From Opportunist 
Passivity to Bolshevik Activity’). 

“The roots of the Party crisis, the main and vital 
reasons for the Party crisis”, said Comrade Gottwald, 



63 
 

“are opportunism and the Social Democrat traditions in 

the Party” (“Present Situation and the Tasks of the 
Party”). 

Comrade Gottwald posed the question—What 
brought the opportunists to the other side of the 

barricades? To this he replied: their entire political 
platform—their evaluation of capitalism as a stable, 
organised and even progressive system, their estimation 
of social democracy as a workers’ party in essence, lack 

of faith in the revolutionary strength of the masses, the 
theory of the passivity of the masses (“Between the 
Fifth and Sixth Congresses”). 

Under Comrade Gottwald’s leadership, the healthy 
elements in the Party routed the gang of liquidators 

who were associated with the police. In a speech in 
Parliament Comrade Gottwald declared to the bourgeois 
masters of this enemy agency: “We cannot be bought, 
broken or split! You bought a gang of traitors, you 

dreamed of splitting the Communist Party and then 
gazed with gaping mouths when your agents were 
kicked out of the Communist Party.” 

The victory of the Comintern line at the Fifth 
Congress of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia 

(February 18-23, 1929) and of the new, Gottwald 
leadership, created the conditions for a radical turn in 
the Party. But much work had to be done to overcome 
the isolation of the Party from the masses, to place the 

Party at the head of the struggle of the masses and to 
strengthen it in a Bolshevik way. The materials 
contained in the two volumes of Comrade Gottwald’s 
Works show how the Party fought for complete victory 
over the liquidators, against sectarianism and against 

opportunism in practice, particularly on the question of 
organisational work; they show the keen attention 



64 
 

devoted by the Party leadership to mass struggle for the 

everyday demands of the working people. Comrade 
Gottwald fought passionately for the Bolshevisation of 
the Party, showed that the oncoming world economic 
crisis and, simultaneously, the successes of socialist 

construction in the Soviet Union, sharpen the 
contradictions: of imperialism, The process of 
fascisation in the capitalist countries, including 
Czechoslovakia, increased the danger of a new 

imperialist war. At the Sixth Congress Comrade 
Gottwald noted the rapid growth of the influence and 
prestige of the Party among the masses of 
Czechoslovakia, the enhanced militancy of the Party 
and consolidation of its ranks. 

 
* 

The materials in Volume II of Comrade Gottwald’s 
Works show how the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia 

became consolidated after its Fifth Congress, and 
steadily extended the struggle for the everyday 
demands of the masses, against the danger of fascism 
and war.  

Contrasting the devastating economic crisis and the 

impoverishment of the working people in the capitalist 
countries with the great successes in building Socialism 
in the Soviet Union, and pointing out that all the hopes 
of the bourgeoisie for a firm stabilisation. of capitalism 

had collapsed like a house of cards, the author says: 
“Rarely has the bankruptcy of the present system been 
so obvious as it is today. Rarely have millions of people 
been confronted so acutely as they are today with the 
problem: to save life you must destroy this system”. 

(“What is to be Done against -.the Oncoming 
Catastrophe”). 



65 
 

The growing impoverishment of the masses in 

capitalist Czechoslovakia found expression in appalling 
figures. By the beginning of 1931, out of a total of 3½  
million workers, 750 thousand were fully unemployed 
and 1,500 thousand working short-time. Before the 

crisis, the wage of a Czechoslovak worker ranked 
fourteenth in the world. Early in 1930, almost one 
quarter of all employed workers received a daily wage 
of 10 Czechoslovak crowns which meant slow death 

from starvation. The conditions of the poor and middle 
peasants, artisans, and others, deteriorated drastically. 
The bourgeoisie strove to crush the growing struggle of 
the masses by means of terror. On February 4, 1931, 
gendarmes opened fire on an unemployed 

demonstration in Duchcov, killing four and severely 
wounding five workers. In a wrathful speech in 
Parliament Comrade  Gottwald declared in connection 
with this event: 

“Four workers killed and five wounded—this 
massacre organised by you will be avenged. The workers 
will not retreat before your terror, they will never 
submit to being fired at like wild beasts, they will 
defend their right to demonstrate, their right to the 

streets. The workers of Czechoslovakia will intensify 
their struggle until not a stone remains of your system”. 

Comrade Gottwald’s Works reveal the true face of 
bourgeois democracy and its representatives who 

discard the mask every time class contradictions 
sharpen and resort to fascisation of the State apparatus, 
to naked violence as their last hope for survival. 

At that time Comrade Gottwald stressed particularly 
that a resolute course for all-round defence of the daily 

interests of the working masses of town and countryside 
was essential in order to win the majority of the 
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working class for the Party, to secure the hegemony of 

the proletariat in the movement of the oppressed 
classes, particularly the peasant masses. This task was 
regarded by the Party at that time as the main “link in 
the chain”, But what are the pre-conditions for correct 

guidance of the economic struggle? Above all, the 
realisation that this struggle can be directed only by the 
Communist Party; second, the drawing into the struggle, 
despite the reformist leaders, of the entire mass of 

workers; third, the creation of a broad bulwark in the 
factories—united front organs enjoying the confidence 
of the broad masses; fourth, advancing demands which 
are the demands of the masses themselves; fifth, 
flexible tactics, correct utilisation and development of 

different forms of struggle by the masses as a whole, 
and finally, active solidarity of the broad masses with 
the fighting detachments of the working people. 

Comrade Gottwald emphasised that in order to 

create these pre-conditions it was essential for the 
Communists to conduct everyday work. both in the 
trade unions under Party influence and in the reformist 
trade unions. The Party should allocate its best forces 
for work in the trade unions. 

Of particular significance is Comrade Gottwald’s 
counsel concerning the work of Communists among the 
Socialist workers. “In general we must realise”, he said, 
“that the task of winning over the working class is, in 

large measure, the task of winning the Socialist 
workers. Consequently, agitation among them should be 
reinforced, and it should be shown to them in the most 
vivid way that their leaders are traitors and strike-
breakers. We must provide the answer to all their 

questions, to all their complaints. It is necessary to 
speak to them in their own language, to answer every 
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question, everything that agitates them. We must show 

to the Socialist workers, more than before, the contrast 
between the words and deeds of their leaders” 
(“Between the Fifth and Sixth Congresses”). 

Exposing the role played by Czechoslovakia at that 

time as a tool in the anti-Soviet bloc, and explaining 
that the ruling circles of Czechoslovakia were striving, 
with the aid of the Social-Democratic leaders, for a 
fascist. dictatorship, that they were actively 

participating in preparation for war against the Soviet 
Union, Comrade Gottwald directed the Party’s efforts 
towards closely linking the developing struggle for the 
daily demands of the masses with the struggle against 
the danger of fascism and war, for defence of the Soviet 

Union and its great revolutionary victories. Pointing out 
that all measures taken by the bourgeoisie to “solve” 
the crisis encountered the growing resistance of the 
working masses, he said: “Unity of the working people is 

what the bourgeoisie fears most of ail in the present 
situation...” (“For Bolshevism—Against | Fascism”). 
Comrade Gottwald showed how. to organise this unity, 
and how the linking-up of the struggle of the proletariat 
with the struggle of the working peasants and urban 

middle strata, as well as with the struggle of the 
oppressed peoples, would bring the Party onto the path 
of unfolding the popular movement against the 
capitalist regime. 

 
* 

 
The consolidation of the ranks of the Communist 

Party of Czechoslovakia in the period covered by the 

two volumes of C. Gottwald’s Works, prepared it for the 
struggle for the liberation of the country from the Hitler 
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yoke during World War Two and led to the historic 

success won by the Party, after the liberation of 
Czechoslovakia by the glorious Soviet Army, in 
establishing and developing the system of People’s 
Democracy and in building Socialism. The works of 

Comrade Gottwald are a most valuable guide for the 
Party cadres, for all working people of Czechoslovakia. 
They are of special value for the young Communists who 
are being educated on the traditions of the Party 

nurtured by the true pupil of the great Stalin—Comrade 
Clement Gottwald.  

 
B. VODA-PEXA  
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BUDAPEST STEEL PLANT. Photo: Agitator 
(centre) Talking with Workers 

 

 
 
Budapest Steel Plant: agitators closely combine production with 
struggle for peace, using for this purpose posters and placards. 

Photo: agitator (centre) talking with workers. 
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UNION OF FREE GERMAN YOUTH 
CARRIES ON FIGHT FOR PEACE, DESPITE 

BAN! 
 

In reply to the unlawful action of the Adenauer 
Government in banning the Union of Free German Youth 
and to the acts of terror directed against the youth 
organisations “Falken” (“Falcons”) and the “Socialist 
Youth”, the young people in Western Germany are 

redoubling their struggle for peace, against 
remilitarisation, and for the unity of the youth of 
Germany.  

A protest rally against the banning of the Youth 

Union, against the remilitarisation of Germany and the 
Schuman Plan, was held recently in Dortmund (Ruhr). 
The rally, which drew over 18,000 people, demanded 
the immediate annulment of the unlawful action of the 
Bonn puppet Government in banning the Youth Union. 

Young people marched.in torchlight processions in 
Schwenningen, Hamburg, Frankfurt-on-Main, and 
Gelsenkirchen under the slogans: “Our ranks are 
growing despite Adenauer and Lehr!”, “To ban the 

Union of Free German Youth is impossible because it is 
fighting for peace!” Hundreds of young men and women 
in Western Germany are defying the ban by joining the 
Union. 
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FOR ALL-CUBA DEMOCRATIC FRONT 
 
The Popular Socialist Party of Cuba recently issued a 

call to the people of the country.  
Making a profound analysis of the international and 

internal situation of the country, the Popular Socialist 
Party calls for the formation of an All-Cuba Democratic 
Front with the following basic points as a programme: 

Defence of peace, Resistance to the despatch of 

Cubans to Korea. Struggle for a Pact of Peace between 
the five Great Powers. Re-orientation of the Cuban Uno 
delegation in favour of peace and disarmament. 

Defence of democracy. An end to the political and 
economic persecution of factory and office workers and 

peasants. 
 Safeguarding the well-being of the people, which 
implies combating inflation by means of price control; 
all-round increases in wages and pensions; aid to the 

unemployed; stimulating production for home 
consumption; defence of Cuban industry against foreign 
competition; nationalisation of foreign enterprises in 
the communal services; lower rents for peasants; 
agrarian reform, and other measures to meet the needs 

of the population.  
To secure working-class unity.  
To secure honest administration which implies 

struggle against all corrupt officials irrespective of the 

positions occupied by them, and against all corruption 
in the administrative organs. 
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AGAINST TURNING JAPAN INTO U.S. WAR 
BASE 

 
In a special statement, the provisional central organ 

of the Communist Party of Japan recently laid bare 

before the population the policy of the U.S. imperialists 
and their Japanese lackeys seeking to force a separate 
peace treaty on Japan. 

The declaration states that the Note of the Soviet 

Government on the draft peace treaty with Japan shows 
the only correct Way to avert the danger of war and to 
ensure the independence and well-being of the 
Japanese people. The note of the Soviet Government 
clearly shows that the U.S.S.R. is the most sincere 

peace champion in the world and the most loyal friend 
of the Japanese people, languishing under imperialist 
oppression. The U.S.S.R. considers that war. is not 
inevitable and stands for the settlement of the present 

acute international problems not by armed force, but by 
means of negotiations.  

The statement goes on to say that the Yoshida 
Government and the imperialists seek to prolong the 
occupation of Japan by the U.S. army after the signing 

of the peace treaty, as well as to arm Japan for war 
against the U.S.S.R. and China, using Japanese 
territory, industry and the people for the realisation of 
their imperialist war designs. 

 
 
 
 
 

 



73 
 

U.S. TRANSFORMING THAILAND INTO 
COLONY AND MILITARY BASE (Letter 

from Bankok) 
 

Thailand, an “independent” State, is in fact a semi-
colony of the U.S.-British imperialists. 

Before the war, Britain maintained a firm economic 
and political grip on our country. Eighty per cent of 
Thailand’s exports and 67 per cent of the imports were 

in the hands of Britain and her colonies. In 1945, Britain 
delivered to Thailand, then at war with the Allies, an 
ultimatum, which if accepted, would have meant 
reducing the country to a complete British colony. The 

U.S., seeking to consolidate its economic and political 
positions in the country, expressed opposition and the 
British were forced to give way. The ultimatum was 
substituted by a “treaty” whereby Britain’s pre-war 
“rights” in Thailand were fully restored. But the U.S. 

also got its share. Control over Thailand’s basic 
exports—rice, tin, rubber, copra, etc.—is now exercised, 
not by the British authorities but by an Anglo-American 
committee, specially formed in Washington. An Anglo-

American rice commission, handling the export of rice, 
was also created. 

The Government rice monopoly enables the Anglo-
American companies annually to ship hundreds of 
thousands of tons of rice, the greater part of which is 

consigned to the Kuomintang and other Anglo-American 
puppets, and this at a time when rice in our country is 
rationed. 

With the advent to power of the military clique 

headed by Field Marshal Phibul Songgram, a war 
criminal who collaborated with Japanese occupationists 
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and who in 1947, with American support, carried out a 

coup, the Americans further strengthened their 
positions. 

The seizure of power by the Songgram military 
clique sharpened the political situation in the country. 

Enjoying the support of the foreign imperialists, 
reaction attempted to crush the Communist Party aid 
arrested Communists, wholesale. All democratic parties 
and organisations were banned, the trade unions were 

combined into a reactionary “labour union” 
administered by officers. The Government banned all 
progressive newspapers, began to persecute all 
progressives and pursued a policy of mass repressions 
and assassination. The Communist Party was driven 

underground. But reaction failed to crush the Party. It is 
functioning and growing stronger, heading the struggle 
of the working class and all progressive forces against 
the mercenary Songgram regime. In October, 1950, the 

Party issued a call to the people for a united national-
democratic front of struggle for peace, democracy and 
for liberation from the yoke of foreign imperialists. 

 
* 

 
The Songgram Government, betraying national 

interests, is making the country more and more 
dependent on American capital. It granted the 

“Anaconda Copper Mining Company” the unrestricted 
right to prospect the mineral resources of the country. 
Another U.S. monopoly, General Electric, is prospecting 
hydro-electric resources and is planning a 30-50 million 
dollar power project. Seventy other American 

monopolies are developing predatory activities in our 
country. An American bank is scheduled to open in 
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Bangkok with a capital of 500,000,000 dollars. This is 

more than the combined capital of all the foreign banks 
operating in our country. 

American capital figures prominently also in the 
guise of national companies. Thailand companies such 

as Siam General Service Company, Pacific Overseas 
Airlines Ltd., the Triangle Company Ltd., the Semco 
Company, the Thonburgi Phanich Company, and many 
others are Siamese in name only.  

Thailand is dependent on the United States 
economically and politically. Acting jointly with 
domestic feudal circles, the Americans recruit agents 
from among them and promote their henchmen to 
Government posts. For a number of years, Thailand’s 

Foreign Office has been run by the American adviser 
Patton. Americans have the right to enter the country 
without a visa. Currying favour with his masters, 
Songgram, for the special purpose of “combating 

Communism”, created the so-called Central Security 
Committee (Thailand’s secret police with branches in all 
districts for “loyalty verification” of the population on 
the U.S. pattern.  

In September 1950, the U.S. military mission made it 

clear to Songgram that the U.S. Government regards 
Thailand’s army as a force which they can use at any 
time for suppressing the liberation movements of the 
peoples of Asia. Songgram sent troops to Korea and is 

helping the U.S., Britain and France to wage the 
struggle against the liberation movement in 
neighbouring countries: Malaya, Burma, Viet Nam and 
Indonesia.  

The country is militarised on the orders of Stanton, 

U.S. Ambassador in Thailand, who, more and more, 
functions as actual master of the country. The Thailand 
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army is being increased; a tank division is being formed, 

and the airforce doubled. Police and naval forces are 
also being substantially increased. Acting on orders from 
Washington, the Thailand authorities recently extended 
the term of military service to two and a half years, in 

technical units to three years. Armaments are arriving 
in ever greater quantities from the U.S. The American 
ship “Panama”, loaded with armaments and munitions, 
and the American aircraft carrier “Hope” with materials 

for naval and aircraft forces, docked in Bangkok at the 
end of April. The Government submitted to the 
American demand for bases in Thailand and for 
Occupation of the country by American troops in the 
event of an “emergency situation”.  

The American imperialists display special interest in 
the Northern and North-Eastern regions bordering on 
Burma and Viet Nam. These regions (Chiengmai and 
Uhbheng) were “inspected” by an American military 

mission, headed by General Erskine. Reporting to the 
Senate Armed Forces Committee Erskine stressed that 
the U.S. measures in Thailand would be of great 
importance in preparing extensive military operations 
against the national-liberation movements in Indo-China 

and other countries in South East Asia. Military bases 
are being built and troops concentrated in these 
regions; a group of American military advisers, headed 
by Brigadier-General Cole, is at work there; they have 

prepared detailed maps of the Thailand regions 
bordering on Viet Nam. 

The rulers of Thailand act as inveterate enemies of 
People’s China. Chinese residents, who account for 
approximately one-third of the total population, are 

subjected to brutal persecution. Eighteen regions in the 
country have been proclaimed “forbidden” to Chinese; 
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without any pretext, hundreds of Chinese schools have 

been closed and many Chinese deported. Tai Tzi-hun, 
editor of the newspaper “Chuanminpao”‘, and Wu 
Chien-chung, publisher, were arrested recently merely 
because this newspaper. advocated peace in Asia and 

throughout the world; because it stood for 
strengthening friendship between the peoples of China 
and Thailand. 

However, neither terror nor the fraudulent 

demagogy of the American aggressors and their puppets 
can hold back the struggle of the working people of 
Thailand for peace, against the domination of 
Songgram’s treacherous clique which is bartering the 
country to predatory American imperialism. 

During World War Two, the working class of Thailand 
grew considerably in numbers and became stronger 
politically. In 1944, the general amalgamation of 
Bangkok trade unions was formed. Over a period of two 

years it organised over one hundred strikes many of 
which ended in victory for the workers. This was an 
outstanding achievement, for in our country there is no 
labour legislation and the working class is mercilessly 
exploited both by native employers and Anglo-American 

monopolies. The General Federation of Thailand Trade 
Unions began to function in 1947. 

Our people welcomed with profound satisfaction the 
Appeal of the World Peace Council for a Pact of Peace 

between the five Great Powers, Representatives from 
Thailand were elected to the World Peace Council: 
Kularp Saipradit, writer; Samak Buravas, businessman; 
and Phethai Chotinuchit, member of Parliament. 
 Mass collection of signatures began in June after a 

broad explanatory campaign popularising the Appeal of 
the World Peace Council. Four times as many signatures 
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were collected in the first week than during the first 

week of canvassing for the Stockholm Appeal. Many 
eminent public figures, including writers, lawyers and 
clergy, signed the Appeal. 
 Kularp Saipradit, rebuffing the reactionaries who 

attempted to slander the peace movement as a 
campaign launched solely in the interests of the 
Communists, declared: “Must we change to eat grass, if 
the Communists eat rice? And must we change our 

clothes from those worn by the Communists in order to 
prove that the Communists are always wrong, and that 
we are tight on all occasions?” 
 The National Peace Committee published an appeal 
to the people on the anniversary of the American 

invasion of Korea saying that it is the duty. of our 
people to insist on the withdrawal of Thailand “troops 
from Korea, and Viet Nam and to insist on the 
annulment of the unlawful “sanctions” against People’s 

China. The Committee called upon all our people to sign 
the Appeal of the World Peace Council. 
 Our people will not allow the American imperialists 
to transform the country into a colony and use it as a 
base for crushing the national-liberation movements of 

the peoples of Asia. 
In their struggle for peace, liberation from the 

imperialist yoke and for national independence, our 
people have an inspiring example in the victory of the 

great Chinese people.  
 

K. C. 
 
Bangkok, July, 1951.  
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POLITICAL NOTES 

FEAR OF PEACE 
 

Last week, Marshall, U.S. Secretary of Defence, 

expressed the fear that Y. Malik’s cease-fire proposal 
for Korea had seriously affected the possibilities 
connected with the defence programme. Almost 
simultaneously, Wilson, war economy administrator and 
Morgan representative, declared that the slightest 

easing in international tension constituted a threat to 
U.S. economy. And Fleishman, one of the chiefs of the 
war production board, afraid of peace, declared that a 
truce in Korea may lead to a serious decline in war 

production.  
These statements are but a weak reflection of the 

panic which grips Wall Street the moment the 
artificially-created “psychology of emergency situation” 
in the U.S. and the Marshallised countries begins to ebb. 

The threat of peace may result in loss of profits 
from the colossal stockpile, wrote “Wall Street Journal” 
on February 20. On March 16, the same journal 
repeated with alarm, mitigation of the fear of war is 

having a cooling effect ... throughout the country. The 
Government does not know what to do in this 
connection. If hostilities cease, it raved more recently, 
it will difficult to avoid a slow-down in carrying out the 
military programme.  

The fear of peace which haunts the U.S. merchants 
of death, and their alarm that the American people will 
refuse to support the monstrous armaments programme, 
are also revealed by other monopoly publications, 

“United States News and World Report” cynically 
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declared that the economy would suffer if the defence 

programme were curtailed.  
But this fear of a peaceful settlement in Korea was 

most shamelessly and nakedly expressed by the Dutch 
provincial newspaper “Arnhemse Courant”—the servant 

is often more garrulous than the master. “Recall”, 
wrote the newspaper “how shares fell when Malik took 
the initiative on the question of a peaceful settlement 
in Korea. What will happen if suddenly the U.S. and 

Western Europe cut down their armaments? ...The West 
can never prosper if the Soviet Union insists on general 
disarmament... Clearly, for us peace is a greater danger 
than war.”  

It is known that the standard of living of the 

American and West European worker and farmer, office 
employee and craftsman is falling catastrophically due 
to soaring prices, inflation and tax increases. For the 
common people peace is hope for a better life.  

But it is also known that in the pre-war years of 
1936-39 the annual profits of the U.S. monopolies 
totalled 3.4 billion dollars, in the war years 1940-45 
they comprised 8.7 billion dollars and in 1946-50 
mounted to 18.5 billion dollars! 

These figures show for whom peace is really a 
danger! 

The Trumans and Morrisons hypocritically declare 
that they dream of peace, and night. They would like to 

have people trust their words, but their deeds testify 
that they are mortally afraid of peace and hate it, since 
it is on the blood of the soldiers, on the hunger and 
poverty of the working people, that the U.S. 
monopolists—seeking world domination—amass their 

monstrous wealth.  
Jan MAREK 
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SUCCESS OF PEACE CAMP IN FINLAND. 
Armas  Äikiä 

 
Even far before the elections to the Seim, Finnish 

reaction had made war preparations the basis of its 

policy. This was expressed in intensified propaganda for 
war, conducted on the American model by the policy-
makers of the reactionary camp who are reinforcing 
their propaganda with practical industrial enterprises 

men registered according to war-time lists, and in rural 
localities similar registration of horses is underway. 
Airfields are being improved and bomb shelters are 
being built. Shortly before the elections, the 
reactionary groups in the Seim sought to enact a law 

about “international guarantees for the Aland Islands” 
which would allow the Western Powers to occupy, “at 
the request of the Finnish Seim”, these strategically 
important islands. But this attempt met with failure, 

since even many bourgeois deputies regarded it as being 
too dangerous a gamble.  

Reaction is reorganising the economy of the country 
in the interests of war preparations. At the end of last 
year, the Right-wing Socialist leader, the war criminal 

Väinö Tanner, declared in the quarterly review of the 
National Joint-Stock Bank that it was necessary to 
achieve the “war-time unity” in Finland and “to bring 
the country into a state of economic preparedness”. In 

keeping with this bellicose programme, the 
Government, the Central Federation of Manufacturers, 
the leaders of the Central Trade Union Federation of 
Finland—the Right-wing Social Democrats, concluded an 
economic agreement at the end of May—a “truce”‘—

which forbids: wage increases. This “truce” annuls all 
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the collective agreements signed earlier by the trade 

unions, since these agreements provided for wage 
increases in accordance with the rise in the cost of 
living. The leaders of the Central Trade Union 
Federation—the Right-wing Social Democrats, undertook 

to prevent strike action by the workers in defence of 
wages. The object of the economic “truce” is to lower 
the standard of living of the working people and, by so 
doing, “save” a consider able part of the national 

income for war preparations.  
In this way the economic policy of the reactionary 

camp serves the interests of the Anglo-American war- 
preparations. More than 80 per cent of Finland’s foreign 
trade is directed to the countries of the Atlantic 

military bloc. Thus, the economic resources of Finland 
are actually utilised by the American imperialists.  

In the recent elections, reaction nominated many 
notorious war criminals and adventurers as candidates 

of the bourgeois and Social-Democratic election blocs. 
In doing so, reaction hoped to ensure continuity of the 
anti-patriotic course of the war policy dictated by- 
foreign forces.  

But the designs of the reactionaries were not fated 

to be realised. The Democratic Union of the People of 
Finland which rallies Communists, Left-wing Social 
Democrats and other peace supporters, launched, even 
prior to the elections, an intensified struggle against the 

war preparations of the reactionary camp. There is a 
powerful peace movement in Finland. Nearly one 
million, people signed the Stockholm Appeal, and to 
date over, 400,000 signatures have been collected to 
the Appeal for a Pact of Peace. Nor is the peace 

movement confined  only to the people’s democrats; it 
is supported by people who vote for all parties. Broad 
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sections of the Finnish people haven’t the slightest 

desire for the war which the chiefs of the reactionary 
camp want. The electoral bloc of people’s democrats 
made the struggle against war and in defence of peace 
the pivot of its election programme. The people’s 

democrats demanded that friendship and co-operation 
between Finland and the Soviet Union be consolidated 
and relations with the People’s Democracies improved; 
that all measures, for war preparations be resolutely 

abandoned, the independence of the country 
safeguarded and a peace policy pursued. They 
condemned the economic agreement as a component of 
the war policy, and insisted on an economic policy that 
would correspond to the interests of Finland, that would 

ensure peaceful construction and not based on the 
calculation of unleashing war. An economic policy 
serving the cause of strengthening peace would ensure 
higher real wages for workers and increased real income 

for the peasantry. At the same time, the people’s 
democrats showed that only by means of democratic 
reforms leading to the overthrow of the power of big 
capital, could the economic situation be radically 
improved. The people’s democrats demanded 

nationalisation of big concerns and banks, and also a 
land reform.  

In the elections held on July 2 and 3, the 
reactionary camp suffered serious defeat.  

The Democratic Union of the People of Finland 
emerged as the real victor in the elections. The 
Democratic Union alone, succeeded in increasing its 
vote, despite the considerably reduced electorate.  

This time the electorate was more passive than in 

the 1948 elections. Whereas in 1948, 1,893,837 people, 
or 78 per cent of the electorate, went to the polls, the 
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figure this time was 1,826,308 people, or 74 per cent of 

the electorate. The Democratic Union of the People of 
Finland polled 391,024 votes (in 1948—375,820) and 
secured 43 seats against 38 in the previous election. The 
vote of the Social-Democratic Party fell from 494,719 to 

480,216. Instead of the previous 54 seats they now have 
53. The Agrarian Party vote declined from 455,635 to 
424,806. At present the Agrarians have 51 seats 
compared with the previous 56. The heaviest defeat was 

suffered by the most reactionary party of big capital—
the Coalition Party—whose vote slumped from 320,366 
to 264,607, and seats from 33 to 28. The fascist 
“People’s Party”, which replaced the disintegrated 
“Progressive Party”, polled 102,701 votes, 

approximately 29,000 more than the number received 
by its predecessor in the previous election. The 
“People’s Party” won 10 seats. The Swedish Party, 
headed by Swedish-speaking Finnish capitalists, which 

polled only 136,969 votes compared with the previous 
figure of 145,455, secured 15 seats.  

Thus, the bourgeois parties and the Social-
Democratic Party together polled considerably less than 
in the 1948 election. In contrast, the people’s 

democrats increased both their vote and the number of 
seats in the Seim.  

Commenting on the election results, “Uusi Suomi”, 
the main organ of the Coalition Party, expressed the 

general disappointment of the chiefs of the reactionary 
camp when it declared that the “results are not happy”. 
The wailings of the Right-wing Social-Democrats were 
expressed by Fagerholm, zealous agent of the American 
warmongers, who complained in an interview with a 

Reuter correspondent that “the election results are a 
scandal”. Swedish and Danish pro-American newspapers 
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which prior to the election expressed the hope that the 

peace forces would suffer a defeat in Finland, expressed 
themselves in similar vein.  

The organs of the war-makers characterise as a 
scandal not only the success won by the people’s 

democratic electoral bloc but also the fact that even in 
such a bourgeois party as the Agrarian Party which relies 
on the support of the peasantry, the hardened 
warmongers met with no success. Only a single 

notorious warmonger—Niukkanen, War Minister in 1939-
40—managed to get elected on the Agrarian Party lists. 
Many prominent war politicians of the Agrarian Party, 
for example, war criminals Reinikka and Kukkonen, who 
were convicted in their time, were defeated. Peasants 

voted for lesser-known candidates of the Agrarian Party. 
In the Swedish Party, too, the more zealous of the 
warmongers mustered only insignificant support. Even in 
the Coalition Party and in the fascist “People’s Party”, 

the defeated candidates were precisely those who in 
their election speeches boasted of the Mannerheim 
Crosses awarded them for “services” in the war against 
the Soviet Union.  

The Social-Democratic Party lost votes to the 

people’s democrats; moreover, many of its rank-and-file 
members, disappointed with the policy of the Social-
Democratic Party, abstained from voting. The Social-
Democratic Party was, unquestionably, backed by 

former supporters of the Coalition party who noted 
quite justly that the Social-Democratic lists included 
more notorious warmongers than the lists of the 
Coalition Party. Among the Social-Democratic 
candidates elected were the out-and-out warmongers—

Väinö Tanner, Väinö Leskinen, Penna—Tervo, Aarre 
Simonen, and others.  
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Inspired by this, the Social-Democratic newspaper 

“Hämeen Kansa”, frankly wrote after the elections that 
some bourgeois, quite baselessly, equate Social 
Democrats with the Left-wing camp... 

Relying precisely on the Social-Democratic Party, 

the reactionary cap insists that the present composition 
of the Government, in which Right-wing Social-
Democratic accomplices of the warmongers hold 
important posts, be maintained. This demand is made 

despite the election victory of the people’s democrats. 
Reaction insists on maintaining present composition of 
the Government, and as a last resort, agrees to minor 
formal changes because it sees in a joint government of 
the bourgeoisie and Right-wing Social Democrats the 

most zealous advocate of the policy of war preparations 
and impoverishment of the masses. Joint action by such 
a government and the big capitalists would mean 
substantially lower standards of living for the working 

people, while joint action by the Social-Democratic 
Party and the reformist trade-union leadership would 
ensure maintenance of the “economic truce”.  

In view of this, the people’s democratic central 
organisations, including the Communist Party, pointed, 

in their post-election call, to the imminent danger, and 
urged the working people to reply to the reactionary 
machinations by rallying their forces in the struggle for 
peace and bread, by enhancing the militancy of the 

trade union organisations, by encouraging and backing 
the rural population in its struggle against poverty and 
political terror. Denouncing the continuation of the war 
policy of the present bourgeois-Social-Democratic 
Government, and urging a policy of peace, the people’s 

democratic central organisations declared in their call: 
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“We, people’s democrats, also address the patriotic 

and peace-loving forces affiliated to the other parties in 
order to turn the policy of our country onto the path of 
peace, friendship with the Soviet Union, independence 
of the country and security of democracy, with the aim 

of establishing a government of peace in Finland”.  
The Central Committee of the Communist Party  

stressed the same points in its evaluation of the  
election results, published on July 15. It said:  

“The basic task of a government defending the 
cause of peace, the independence of Finland and 
democracy, must be: rejection of all the demands and 
strivings of the war camp; unconditional observation of 
the Treaty of Friendship, Co-operation and Mutual 

Assistance signed with Soviet Union; and to direct the 
economic and social life of the country into channels 
serving the cause of peace, not war. Such a government 
policy would, undoubtedly, ensure better conditions for 

the working people, and would strengthen public 
security”.  

And so, the election victory of the people’s 
democrats is indisputable, but it must be regarded only 
as an improvement in the positions of the peace forces 

in struggle to prevent war. The camp of reaction in 
Finland is still strong, and, upset by the election defeat, 
it will seek to intensify the war preparations. However, 
the forces of peace made gains that will strengthen 

their positions—and, in the struggles ahead, will ensure 
new, decisive victories. 
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The present issue of the journal “For a Lasting 

Peace, For a People’s Democracy” contains a 
supplement with the Report of the Women’s 
International Commission for the Investigation of 

Atrocities Committed by U.S.A. and Syngman Rhee 
Troops in Korea, and the documents of the Fifth 
Session of the Executive Committee of Women’s 
International Democratic Federation.  
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SUPPLEMENT TO JOURNAL “FOR A 
LASTING PEACE, FOR A PEOPLE’S 

DEMOCRACY”, NO. 31 (145) AUGUST 3, 
1951. 

 

REPORT OF THE WOMEN’S INTERNATIONAL 
COMMISSION FOR THE INVESTIGATION OF 

ATROCITIES COMMITTED BY U.S.A. AND 
SYNGMAN RHEE TROOPS IN KOREA 

 
Having received the invitation of the Women’s 

International Democratic Federation, we have been 
delegated by different women’s organisations—some of 
them members of WIDF and some not—to join an 
International Women’s Commission to investigate the 

atrocities committed by American and Syngman Rhee 
troops in Korea. We represent seventeen countries in 
Europe, America, Asia and Africa.  

The Members of the Commission are: Nora K. Rodd 
(Canada), Chairman; Liu Ching-yang (China), Vice-

Chairman; Ida Bachmann (Denmark), Vice-Chairman; 
Miluse Svatosova (Czechoslovakia), Secretary; Trees 
Soenito-Heyligers (Netherlands), Assistant Secretary; 
Monica Felton (Great Britain); Maria Oysyannikova 

(U.S.S.R.); Bai Lang (China); Li Keng (China); Gilette 
Ziegler (France); Elisabetta Gallo (Italy) ; Eva Priester 
(Austria); Hilde Cahn (German Democratic Republic); 
Lilly Waechter (Western Germany); Dr. Germaine 
Hannevard (Belgium); Li-thi-Que (Viet-Nam); Candelaria 

Rodriguez, LL. D. (Cuba); Leonor Aguiar Vazquez, LL. D. 
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(Argentina); Fatma Ben Sliman (Tunisia) ; Abassia Fodil 

(Algeria); Kate Fleron Jacobsen (Denmark), Observer.  
We, women of different countries, of different 

nationalities, of different religious beliefs and different 
political views, some of us members of different 

political parties and others with no party affiliations, 
had a common task before us: to tell conscientiously 
and truthfully to the women who have delegated us to 
this Commission and to all the common and peace-

loving people of the world the facts as we have seen 
them. All the facts given below, the figures and other 
data mentioned in this document, have been recorded 
personally by the Members of the Commission. These 
facts are all in accordance with the evidence Members 

saw with own eyes and with statements given to them 
by eyewitnesses and officials in Korea.  

The report itself was completed and signed in the 
time of May 16 to May 27, 1951 on Korean territory, 

somewhere near Pyöngyang.  
 

CHAPTER I 
 
The Commission visited Sinyju, a town on the 

Korean-Chinese border. This city has been almost 
completely destroyed. All the buildings which remain 
are badly shattered. The town has been bombed many 
times, but most of the damage was done in raids on the 

night of 8th of November 1950 and on November  10th 
and 11th. On the day on which the Commission visited 
Sinyju there were three alerts.  

According to official statements by representatives 
of the Sinyju City People’s Committee, Sinyju in July 

1950 had 126,000 inhabitants living and working in 
14,000 buildings. The Commission was informed that the 
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town had no industries that contributed in any way to 

war production. It had only light industries: the 
processing of soya, tofa a product of soya), the 
manufacture of shoes, matches, salt and chopsticks.  

On November 8th, 1950 the town was bombed by 

100 aeroplanes attached to the so-called UNO forces in 
Korea. On this occasion 2,100 state and municipal 
buildings were destroyed. More than 5,000 inhabitants 
were killed, of whom approximately 4,000 were women 

and children. Of 17 primary schools, 16 were destroyed, 
and 12 of the town’s 19 secondary schools were 
destroyed by incendiaries. Of 17 churches of different 
denominations only two were left. Two municipal 
hospitals were destroyed by incendiary bombs, although 

each of them was marked on the roof with a large Red 
Cross in accordance with the provisions of international 
convention. Members of the Commission saw the 
remains of these crosses on what was left of the roofs. 

In one hospital 26 patients were burned to death by 
flames from incendiary bombs.  

The Commission was told that when the large 
Protestant church received a direct hit 250 people were 
killed. Among other episodes the Commission was told 

of 30 mothers and children who were killed while trying 
to seek shelter after the bombing of a municipal 
canteen. In the densely populated market district, 
2,500 people were killed and wounded. The total 

number of wounded in Sinyju was 3 155. Members of the 
Commission examined remains of bombs which were 
being dug out from the debris and noted the following 
marking: Amm. Lot RN 14-29, Shell MJ For M2 a MFL1 
Lot-GL-2-116 1944 MJBCA2 ACT 464.  

The overwhelming majority of the inhabitants live in 
dugouts made of earth supported with salvaged timber. 
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Some of these dugouts have roofs made of tiles and 

timber, salvaged from destroyed buildings. Others are 
living in cellars that remained after the bombardment 
and still others in thatched tents within the framework 
of destroyed buildings and in huts made of unmortared 

brick and rubble.  
Some Members of the Commission visited one of 

these huts, which was inhabited by the family of Kwon 
Mun Su. The family consisted of mother, father and 

three small children. The hut was divided into two 
sections, one for living and sleeping and the other for 
cooking; the living quarters measured 3 by 2 metres, 
the cooking space was 1½  metres by 3 metres. The 
members of the family were considered lucky by their 

neighbours, both because of the amount of space they 
had and because they owned a blanket.  

Evidence received indicated that the three biggest 
raids consisted chiefly of many incendiary bombs; and 

the Commission Members could not at first understand 
why the damage had been so extensive. Enquiries both 
from municipal officials and from members of the public 
whom we met in casual conversation showed the 
reason. Every- body who was interviewed stated that 

when the first wave of incendiary bombs had been 
dropped those who went out into the street to attempt 
to put out the fires were systematically machine-gunned 
by low-flying aircraft. The almost wholesale burning of 

the town was caused by the systematic machine-gunning 
of the civilians who were attempting to put out the 
fires.  

A woman of the town, Chang Yun Cha, stated that 
her father and her husband were killed by machine-gun 

fire from low-flying aircraft when they attempted to 
fetch water in order to extinguish the fire in their 
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house, which was set aflame by incendiary bombs. 

Another woman, Kim In Tan, said that she had lost her 
three grandchildren and her daughter in the raid of 
November 8th. The children were killed by machine-gun 
fire from low-flying planes while running from their 

burning homes. The daughter was shot after having 
dragged her youngest child from the fire. Kim Hon Yun 
states that his wife was killed by machine-gun fire while 
running out of her house set on fire by incendiary 

bombs.  
In the course of the journey from Sinyju to 

Phyöngyang the Commission observed that the towns 
and villages through which they passed were all 
completely or almost completely destroyed. The towns 

were Namshi, Chengchu, Anju, Sukchen and Sunan. Most 
of the villages were likewise almost completely ruined.  

 
The above was signed by all Members of the 

Commission.  
May 18th, 1951. 
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CHAPTER II 

 
The Commission visited Phyöngyang, the temporary 

capital of the Korean People’s Democratic Republic. 
Before the war, Phyöngyang had a population of 

400,000. There were very many large modern buildings 
built of brick and reinforced concrete. There were also 
many blocks of modern flats which, as can be seen from 
the remains, were fully equipped with modern methods 

of heating and sanitation.  
The town had also a large number of factories. The 

main industries were the manufacture of textiles, 
shoes, various food products, tobacco, wine, beer and 
fertilizers.  

Among its chief buildings Phyöngyang possessed an 
Opera House, nine theatres, 20 cinemas, a modern 
university, which had been built and equipped after 
1945; 73 primary schools, 20 secondary schools, six 

institutes of higher education and four technical 
colleges. There were also 20 evening schools for adults 
and a large Polytechnical Institute, which was almost 
completed when the war broke out.  

The town is now a total ruin. Most of the older parts 

are razed to the ground, and here and there only walls 
of the destroyed houses are standing out against a mass 
of ash and rubble. Some of the modern buildings still 
stand in skeleton form, roofless and without internal 

walls; others have no more than a few fragmentary 
walls to indicate where the buildings once stood. In 
addition to the buildings listed above, many churches 
were destroyed, and all of the city hospitals.  

Members of the Commission examined ruins of the 

city’s largest primary school. On one of the external 
walls was chalked the inscription “Reserved for 77th 
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Field Artillery.” Eighty per cent of the city was, 

according to evidence given to the Commission, 
destroyed as the Americans left the city (it is important 
to note that the Americans evacuated without fighting 
and destroyed the city systematically and according to 

plan). The destruction is now virtually 100 per cent. But 
in spite of this, bombing still continues. On the occasion 
when the Commission spent a whole day in the city 
there were five alerts, and in the course of the same 

day three time-bombs, which had been dropped about a 
week earlier, exploded at intervals of 10 minutes within 
a short distance of the place where Members were 
talking to representatives of local organisations. 

Members were able to learn something about the 

methods by which the city has been destroyed. They 
were told that the town had been raided by the 
Americans ever since the beginning of the war. One of 
the worst of these raids took place on January 3, 1951. 

On this occasion the town was bombed by 80 American 
B-29’s. They came in a series of waves, at intervals of 
15 or 20 minutes, starting on the evening of the 3rd and 
continuing till noon of the following day. The attack 
began with incendiaries. Next came a series of bombs 

which were described as being like balloons filled with 
petrol. Then followed a wave of high-explosives and 
after that came another series of incendiaries 
interspersed with time-bombs. The fires caused by the 

incendiaries and the explosions caused by the time-
bombs prevented the inhabitants from doing any rescue 
work and countless people who were buried alive 
ultimately died of suffocation. Many of the bodies have 
still not been disinterred.  

Amongst the buildings destroyed on January 3rd and 
4th were most of the hospitals of the city. These 
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hospitals had flat roofs and each was marked with a 

large Red Cross which was estimated to be visible from 
a height of 6,000 to 8,000 metres. Every one of these 
hospitals received at least one direct hit. Members of 
the Commission saw the remains of the Regional 

Hospital and examined three large craters, two of them 
measuring approximately four metres in depth and one 
of seven metres in depth. The city’s Central Hospital] 
was said to have been destroyed by dive-bombers which 

came down to a height of 30 metres. 
As has already been stated not all buildings of the 

city were destroyed by bombing. In fact, many of them 
were blown up by explosive charges, or set on fire when 
the American troops retreated. Among the buildings 

destroyed in this way were the Kim Ir Sen University; 
the boys’ secondary schools; the Opera House; 
municipal institutions; most of the food factories and all 
government institutions. The Commission was also 

informed that when the U.S. troops left the city, they 
set fire systematically to all of the city’s tramcars, and 
also blew up several bridges and the water system.  

Just outside the city, Members of the Commission 
saw the ruins of the famous temple of Buddha, Yen 

Myen Sa, which stands at the top of a hill overlooking a 
wide sweep of the river. This temple, which has been an 
object of veneration to the Korean people for twenty 
centuries, was also destroyed by bombing; and, judging 

by the situation of the temple, which is in open 
parkland, it is difficult to believe that the bombers 
could have been aiming at any other objective. 
According to the testimony of eyewitnesses, the temple 
was intact when the American troops retreated from 

Phyöngyang in December 1950. On January 3rd, 1951, 
however, American aircraft dropped on the temple a 
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large number of high-explosive and-incendiary bombs 

and containers filled with an incendiary agent. 
Members also visited the city’s celebrated museum, 

which, though it escaped destruction, had been robbed 
of its treasures, including two famous statues of 

Buddha, both of which are more than two thousand 
years old. Mr. Ri Ye Seng, the eminent archaeologist, 
showed Members a long list of the articles pillaged. He 
showed them also that all the Americans left in the 

museum were the hand-coloured copies of priceless 
frescoes which had been discovered in recent years in 
30 ancient tombs in North Korea. In six of these tombs 
the Americans tortured Korean women, and blew up the 
tombs when they retreated.  

The Commission was repeatedly told of instances of 
the machine-gunning of civilians from the air (They 
themselves saw low-flying American aircraft spraying 
machine-gun fire into open fields where peasants were 

at work. This occurred several hundred kilometres from 
the front, and a long way from any town or military 
objective.). 

Walking through the debris of Phyöngyang, Members 
found many used shells from aircraft machine guns lying 

among the wreckage of buildings. They also found 
evidence of the use of new destructive weapons by the 
Americans. One of these is a bomb which, when it 
reaches the ground or comes into contact with a 

building, opens without exploding. In opening, it throws 
out a mass of some substance which sticks to brick, 
wood or any other materials with which it happens to 
come into contact and which later bursts into flames. 

Reference has already been made to the use of 

petrol containers. Members of the Commission 
inspected the remains of one such missile. It was about 
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3 metres long, 1 metre broad, tapering down to 50 cm. 

at its narrowest point. The marks on the missile 
examined were only partly legible.  

The legible markings were: PA RA contract HOAF 
33/5077-40—Oa N 4 888. The Members were informed 

that, apart from the use of bombs of this type in 
Phyöngyang and other cities, the same weapon had 
been used by the Americans last year during the harvest 
season to destroy the ripened crops lying in the fields, 

and that immense damage was done to food supplies in 
this way.  

The time-bombs also seem to be of a new type, and 
the detonators in them cannot be found and removed. 
Members of the Commission also found a bomb case 

marked “High Explosive. GB 5143.” This bomb was one 
of those used to destroy the shrine on Mo Ran Bon.  

The surviving inhabitants of Phyöngyang live in 
primitively-contrived dugouts, or in shelters that they 

have managed to contrive for themselves in cellars or 
within the surviving walls of bombed buildings. Members 
of the Commission, which divided into four groups for 
the purpose, spent nearly four hours visiting different 
sections of the city, and none of them, in the course of 

this tour, saw a single house that still possessed four 
walls and a roof. They did, however, come across a 
number of families whose surviving members were living 
among the debris. For example, the family of Kang Bok 

Sen, consisting of five people in all, including one child 
aged 3 and one aged 8 months, were found living in a 
dugout beneath the destroyed headquarters of the 
Democratic Women’s Federation of Phyöngyang. This 
dugout measures approximately one metre by two, and 

the members of the family have to creep down a narrow 
shaft three metres deep in order to reach this shelter, 
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which is their only living space. The earth walls are too 

low to enable an adult to stand upright. The Members 
saw enough to conclude that this shelter was typical 
rather than exceptional, and it would be possible to 
quote many more instances of families living in similar 

conditions.  
Kang Bok Sen’s daughter living in this dugout told 

the Commission that the Americans made the Opera and 
the remains of the adjoining house into an army 

brothel. To this brothel they took by force women and 
young girls they caught in the streets. As she feared a 
similar fate, she did not leave her dugout for 40 days. 
The husband of her friend, Ri San Sen, was beaten up by 
the Americans because he hid his wife from them. An 

inhabitant of Phyöngyang, Kwon Son Don, a 66-year-old 
worker from another part of the town, confirmed the 
statement that the Opera House was used as a brothel. 

Many other residents of Phyöngyang recounted 

atrocities perpetrated by Americans.  
Kim Sun Ok, 37, mother of four children, stated that 

after her husband and children were killed in the raid of 
July 3, 1950, she was evacuated to the village of Song 
San Ri. There she saw 37 people killed by the 

Americans, among them the secretary of the local 
women’s organisation. The Americans led her naked 
through the streets and later killed her by pushing a 
red-hot iron bar into her vagina. Her small son was 

buried alive.  
 

The above was signed by all Members of 
the Commission.  

 

May 21st, 1951. 
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CHAPTER III 

 
Members of the delegation visited the province of 

Whang Hai and the towns of Anak and Sinchen. Those 
who took part in this visit were Eva Priester (Austria), Li 

Keng (China), Candelaria Rodriguez (Cuba), Nora K. 
Rodd (Canada), Maria Ovsyannikova (U.S.S.R.), Monica 
Felton (England).  

Members of the Commission established that in the 

whole province of Whang Hai 120,000 had been killed by 
the occupying armies, in addition to those killed by 
aerial bombardment. In the town of Anak 19,092 people 
had been killed by the U.S.A., British and Syngman Rhee 
forces.  

In the town of Anak the Members of the Commission 
visited a building that before the war had been a 
storehouse attached to a peasant bank, and that had 
been turned into a prison by the U.S. forces. It was 

divided into five cells each about 4 metres long by 3 
metres wide. Witnesses stated that these cells had been 
so crowded that it was impossible for prisoners to sit 
down.  

A peasant woman, Han Nak Son, of 194 Sun San Ri 

Street, informed Members that her husband, Kim Bon 
Quan, and her husband’s brother, Kim Bon Kyon, were 
arrested on November 10th, 1950, and taken to this 
prison. The arrests were made by two American soldiers 

accompanied by four soldiers of the Syngman Rhee 
forces. The woman herself ran away and managed to 
hide. She stated that both her husband and brother-in-
law and other prisoners were all either peasants or 
workers, and none of them was either an official of any 

kind or a member of the Party of Labour. Many children, 
some of them as young as two years old, were taken to 
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this prison with their mothers. The prisoners were 

confined for fifteen days without food, and were beaten 
with iron bars. Members were informed that these 
beatings were carried out by Syngman Rhee troops with 
a U.S.A. officer in command. On November 25th, 1950, 

the prisoners, including women and children, were 
taken to the hills and buried alive in trenches.  

Another witness, an elderly man named Kim San 
Yen, living at 172 Se San Ri Street, said that his whole 

family of 12 persons had been arrested, including his 
wife, his son, his son’s wife and their child of two. At 
first he himself was not able to discover what had 
happened to them. Later he learned that they had been 
taken to the hills and killed. After the liberation of the 

town he went in search of their bodies, and found the 
remains of his son and his son’s wife, bound together 
with ropes. Neither body had any wounds and Kim San 
Yen therefore concluded that they had been buried 

alive. He stated that his son, who worked in a state 
shop, had been arrested because he was-a-shock 
worker. He himself was arrested on October 18th,  but 
released on October 29th. He told the Members of the 
Commission that he himself had always been a religious 

man, and that he had expected that the Americans, who 
were a Christian people, would behave well. He could 
not imagine that the Americans, as Christians, would be 
able to commit such atrocities. The Members of the 

Commission then visited another prison. Here, too, they 
were told that there was no room for the prisoners 
either to sit or to lie down. Members were shown an 
instrument used for beating the prisoners, which they 
identified as a standard U.S.A. army baseball bat (this 

was taken for evidence). Marks of blood could be clearly 
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seen on the wooden floor of the corridor outside the 

cells. 
A woman, Shoy Um Bok, of 187 San Nai Ri Street, 

stated that her husband and son had been confined in 
this prison and later killed. Her son’s wife was beaten 

so severely that she is still confined to bed. A boy of 9, 
Pak Chan Oi, stated that his father, Pak Pyan Su, aged 
46, had also been killed. When asked who killed his 
father, he replied: “The Americans.” The boy and his 

mother were also arrested and confined in this prison. 
They were told that they would be killed too, but were 
liberated by the  Korean People’s Army. The mother 
told Members that she had been tortured by having red-
hot knitting needles pushed into her fingernails. 

Members of the Commission observed the marks of 
disfigurement. The witness stated that when she was 
led to be tortured she saw people being thrown alive 
into a pit in the yard outside.  

The Members of the Commission inspected this pit, 
which was an unused well: It was surrounded by a 
concrete wall about 60 cm. high and about 1 metre in 
diameter. It appeared to be about 7 or 8 metres deep, 
and in the strong morning light human remains could 

clearly be seen at the bottom. Members noticed nearest 
to the surface the body of a child dressed in a dark coat 
with shining buttons.  

Members were then taken to a site about 2 km. from 

the town where, on a hillside situated in open country, 
many of the town’s people had been buried. Some in 
small groups and others in large mass graves. These 
graves had been opened to enable Members to inspect 
the remains. One grave was for children, and those 

corpses that were identifiable had been removed at the 
time of the liberation for private burial. The bodies that 
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remained were too mutilated for identification. Apart 

from these remains, the Members could see children’s 
shoes, tufts of women’s hair, books and small personal 
possessions, and also the ropes with which people had 
been bound together. Another large grave was filled 

with adult bodies.  
A witness, Huan Sin Ya, stated that her mother had 

been buried alive but had managed to dig herself out. 
She was subsequently recaptured and buried again. In 

the same grave 450 people are buried. There are twenty 
such graves on this hillside, and Members were told that 
bodies of people killed by the Americans had been 
discovered on twelve such hillsides.  

Members next saw a large number of women from 

the district. A girl of eleven, called Kim Sen Ai, who 
came from the village of On Gun Ri, 32 km. from Anak, 
slated that she was in the fourth class at school when 
the Americans came to her village and she was put into 

prison with her parents. After twelve days her father 
was crucified and thrown into a river. The child’s 
mother was a member of the Party of Labour, and the. 
child told Members that for this her mother had had her 
head and her breasts cut off. The same child’s sister 

was buried alive. The child herself is now in a school for 
orphans, and on learning from her teacher that the 
Commission was visiting the district asked to be allowed 
to give evidence. Another girl Shin Soon Dza who was 

also eleven years old and who was at the same school as 
Kim Sen Ai, stated that she and her mother and sister 
were evacuated from their home when the Americans 
approached, but were seized and captured. When they 
refused to answer questions they were beaten and her 

mother and sister were shot. The child herself escaped, 
but was recaptured, put in prison and beaten by the 
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Americans. Members saw the deep scars that were still 

left on her head.  
Ok Bun Dzen, a girl of 16 from the village of Won On 

Ri, said that her father and mother were arrested, 
released and rearrested. Their heads were cut off and 

thrown into the river. This act was witnessed by the 
whole of the village, including herself. Afterwards, she 
was arrested and put into a prison where there was 
standing room only. When the child of a woman nearby 

started to cry it was bayoneted by the Americans.  
A woman Sim Tong Bin, who came from the village 

of Wu Se Ri, 8 km. from Anak, stated that the 
Americans had killed her husband, her father-in-law, 
mother-in-law and sister-in-law. All of them were shot 

and when they appeared to be still alive after the 
shooting, with the exception of the father-in-law, they 
were bayoneted. The father-in-law was buried alive.  

Ok Ye Pon, a woman of 49, who lived at 40 Yo Nam 

Ri Street, Anak, stated that her son of twenty-five was 
arrested by the Americans and beaten with iron bars, 
and although his head was badly crushed he remained 
alive and was buried alive. This woman’s daughter-in-
law was put into a sack and beaten. The mother-in-law 

succeeded in finding and rescuing her daughter-in-law 
but the woman is still in bed and unable to move.  

A young woman, Tsen Hwa Uk, who came from the 
village of Che Do Ri, 20 km. from Anak, stated that she 

had been arrested by Americans and, along with 19 
other peasants, led away to be shot. She herself was 
shot in the shoulder and, with the others, thrown into 
the river. She and another woman, Li Hi Dzin, 40 years 
old, succeeded in freeing each other’s bonds and swam 

together a distance of about six kilometres. Li Hi Dzin 
died of her wounds, but Tsen Hwa Uk managed to reach 
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a cave where she hid for three and a half months till the 

arrival of the Korean People’s Army. She showed 
Members of the Commission three bullet marks on her 
left shoulder. She also stated that in her village more 
than one hundred people had been killed.  

In the course of their journey, the cars of the 
Commission were stopped on a number of occasions by 
the inhabitants of the villages through which they 
passed, and the people recounted many instances of the 

sufferings they had endured at the hands of the U.S. 
forces. On the way to Sinchen, Members of the 
Commission were stopped by peasants whose legs were 
covered with mud and who were carrying heavy 
implements. They said that in their district the river 

was rising and that bodies which had been thrown in 
months earlier were now coming to the surface. They 
themselves had been spending the night in trying to 
rescue the bodies of their fellow countrymen.  

The Members spent some time in the town of 
Sinchen. In this city, 23,259 people had been killed. 
Members were shown a building which had originally 
been a school and which had been used by the U.S. 
army as its regional headquarters. Outside this building 

were two natural caves. Members were told that 30 
women and children had been imprisoned in the first, 
and then shot. In the second cave 104 people had been 
confined. Petrol had been thrown over them and then 

ignited. Not all of them were burned to death. Those 
who were not reached by the flames were asphyxiated 
by the fumes. The Members noticed that there were 
bloodstains on the walls of the first cave, and that the 
interior of the second cave still showed marks of 

burning. At the front of the building referred to above, 
a dugout had been constructed. Members of the 
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Commission were told that this dugout was used for 

questioning and torturing local people. Here, too, 
bloodstains were clearly visible on the walls.  

Members next visited a building which was only 
partly finished when the U.S. forces occupied the town, 

but which had been used by them as their local 
administrative and police centre. At the back of this 
building was what appeared to be a natural cave, which 
had been enlarged by the Koreans to make an air raid 

shelter. Members were told that 479 people who had 
been imprisoned in the main building were put into one 
section of this cave before the Americans evacuated the 
town, and after having petrol poured over them, were 
burned to death. In another and larger section of the 

cave, more than one thousand people had been killed 
by machine-gunning. A witness, Han Yan Guan of 248 Ko 
Hom Ri Street, stated that he was a mill worker who 
escaped from the town and joined the partisans when 

the U.S. forces arrived. On his return after the 
liberation, he helped to dig out the bodies from the 
smaller section of this cave. He stated that the bodies 
were undressed and burned, but that none of them 
showed marks of shooting. Members of the Commission 

saw in the cave fragments of human scalps as well as 
bloodstains and marks of burning on the walls.  

Outside the cave, Members of the Commission met a 
number of local inhabitants whose relatives had been 

killed. One woman, Chai Chun Ok, aged 65, of 247 Ko 
Hom Ri Street, brought an instrument like a gigantic 
pair of tongs which she said had been used for 
squeezing the prisoners’ feet and for similar tortures. 
She also said that seven of her eight sons and daughters 

were among those shot in the larger cave. She said: 
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“The Americans are wild beasts. They came into our 

town and killed everyone here.”  
Another woman, Pak Yo Suk, of 197 San Dong Ri 

Street, said that her husband, her son and six grandsons 
were killed in the first cave, Her son was a peasant. She 

said: “We thought that Americans were Christians, 
gentlemen. We did not think that they would kill people 
with such brutality.”  

A boy of 13, Pen Sung Su, of 292 San Dong Ri Street, 

said that of his family of 13 persons there were only 
himself and his mother left. The rest of the family were 
beaten and then burnt to death in the cave.  

A woman, Pak Su, who had lost all her family, said: 
“Americans believe in Christ, so how can they kill 

people?” She added that before the Americans came she 
had been a Christian and went to church regularly, but 
she could no longer believe in anything.  

In both the first and the second visits described 

above, the Members of the Commission noticed 
everywhere the strong odour of decaying human flesh. 

Members were then taken to a hillside just outside 
the town. Here they were shown a flat-roofed 
storehouse built of brick and covered with cement, 

about 15 metres by 9 metres. The windows were high up 
and heavily barred. Here, they were told, 300 women 
and children were imprisoned by the Americans. The 
women were burned alive there. The children were 

starved to death. A witness, Yan Yen Dek, aged 28, of  
117 Song Wha Ri Street, said that she had had five 
children who were now all dead. Her husband had also 
been killed. She herself had been imprisoned in this 
storehouse with her child of two. The child was 

trampled on by the Americans until its intestines fell 
out. She herself was taken from the storehouse by two 
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American soldiers and was raped by both of them. They 

then tortured her. With great difficulty she managed to 
escape.  

A woman, San Ai Su, aged 36, said that her whole 
family of 15 members had been Killed by the Americans. 

Her three children had frozen to death in this 
storehouse.  

A girl of 19, Lin Nan Ya, stated that the Americans 
shot her parents and her two brothers. 

Son Suk Ma, aged 21, stated she was the only 
survivor from a family of ten. Her husband, her baby, 
her parents and brothers had all been killed by the 
Americans. She herself was in prison in Haiju where all 
her clothes had been taken away and she had been left 

naked. Her child who was with her died of starvation. 
Another woman, Pak Mi Dza, aged 35, of 2 San Dzen 

Ri Street, said that of her family of 22 only she was left. 
She asked: “What are you going to do to help us get our 

revenge? I cannot live without revenge.”  
On a hillside about 60 metres above the storehouse 

described above, Members Saw two graves, which were 
opened for their inspection. One held the remains of 70 
children, and the other of about 200 women. All the 

bodies were badly charred. Further on was a small 
prison that, Members were told, had been used only for 
children. This prison was destroyed. Local inhabitants 
stated that since the liberation the area of the 

storehouse and of the adjoining graves had been 
bombed frequently, and they believed that this was 
because the Americans were trying to destroy the 
evidence of the crimes that had been committed. In 
visiting the graves, Members of the Commission had to  

step around several large bomb craters.  
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Song Chun Ok, aged 42, of 8 San Dzen Ri Street, said 

that all her family had been killed. Her young children 
had been killed with axes and knives. She said: “I will go 
to the front and do anything until the whole of Korea is 
free of Americans.” She added: “It was not only the 

American soldiers who did these things. It was English 
soldiers too.”  

Later, a group of 50 women, some from villages as 
far as 40 km. from Sinchen, came to meet the Members 

of the Commission. Each of these women was anxious to 
describe her own personal experiences, but lack of time 
made it impossible to give a hearing to more than a 
comparatively small number.  

Kim Yen, a woman of 64 from the village of Kim Dze 

Ri, said that her daughter Pen Dong Nan, aged 34, was 
arrested for being an active peasant. An American 
officer told the daughter that it would be wasteful to 
use a bullet on her. The daughter was then bound hand 

and foot and a bayonet was stuck through the two-year-
old child which she carried on her back and then into 
her own body. When she shouted “Long live Kim Ir Sen 
and the Republic,” her tongue was cut out and she was 
buried alive. Kim Yen said that she learned the details 

of her daughter’s end from a Syngman Rhee soldier who 
boasted to her that he himself had performed these 
brutalities under the orders of an American officer. In 
addition, Kim Yen said that her son-in-law, his mother 

and brothers and her own two grandchildren, aged 15 
and 17, were also murdered.  

Yu Tong Dze, a woman of 41 from the village of 
Kwon Chou, told Members of the Commission that 
35,000 innocent people had been killed in her district. 

In her village 175 were killed. Among them were 18 
members of her own family, including her husband and 
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her youngest child who was five months old. She herself 

was arrested but later released. She said that in her 
village there were both English and American soldiers 
and both behaved like beasts. She said that she saw 
with her own eyes how American and English troops 

threw innocent people in the river. Asked how she knew 
the nationality of the men, she said that she knew the 
difference between British and American uniforms. She 
asked: “Do they have no pity in England? Do they 

believe in killing little children?” She stated that when 
the American troops retreated they said to the 
inhabitants of her village: “Come south with us, for we 
shall throw the atom bomb on North Korea and 
everything will be destroyed.” Then, when the people 

left their village to go south, they were machine-gunned 
from the air.  

Ni Yu Nye, from San Gen Ri, said that her daughter 
and son-in-law had been killed. Her daughter was a 

teacher. The witness said that neither was shot, but 
that both were beaten to death with sticks.  

Pak On In, aged 22, from the village of Sa Ok Ri, said 
her husband was arrested along with his three brothers 
who were peasants. They were all killed. She herself 

saw with her own eyes an eighteen-year-old girl, called 
Kim Yen Sun being violated and then killed. She said 
that this was done by American and British soldiers. She 
said that some people had hot irons put into their 

nostrils and were led through the streets by the 
Americans and British. She knew a man, a peasant, to 
whom this was done. His name was Lee San Sun. She 
herself succeeded in running away and hiding on a hill. 
Later she found the body of her husband. His head had 

been beaten open and he had been burned.  
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Li Di Ye, aged 30, of 3 Chek So Ri Street, said that 

her husband was a gardener. She said that when the 
American soldiers came to arrest him, they told her that 
they would exterminate all North Koreans. She said that 
in her street there were 100 families, and out of these 

90 had been killed by the Americans. She herself was 
arrested with her two children, but in the course of 
being transferred from one prison to another she 
managed to escape. She tried to go to Phyöngyang, was 

caught again, and the Americans ordered her to be shot, 
but a Syngman Rhee soldier allowed her to escape. She 
stated that she saw North Korean prisoners of war put 
into a field, petrol poured over them, and they were 
burned alive.  

Kim Suk Sen from the village of Say San Ri said that 
her children were taken and killed because she herself 
was an active member of the women’s organisation. Her 
husband was also killed. Her daughter, Kim Chun Dza, 

aged 20, who was studying nursing, had nails put into 
her ear; a drum was then fastened on to her back and 
she was forced through the streets naked. The daughter 
was then put into prison, U.S. soldiers tried to violate 
her, she resisted and was bayoneted. The mother found 

her body, which was mutilated and cut in two.  
Kim Suk Sen stated that when the U.S. forces came 

to the town they organised a brothel. They caught 
young girls and women and took them forcibly. The 

witness stated that the pretty girls were taken for the 
American and British officers and soldiers and the others 
for the Syngman Rhee troops. She stated that she knew 
that three girls who had been in this brothel were still 
alive. The others were killed. In her village there had 

been 140 houses, and a total of 240 people had been 
killed.  
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Hwan Ik Su, aged 14, from the village of San Chen 

Ri, said that seven of her family of eleven were killed 
by U.S., British and Canadian soldiers. She herself was 
arrested because her father, who was a miner, was an 
active worker. She was taken to prison with her mother 

and her two brothers. She herself was beaten and 
showed the marks on her legs to Members of the 
Commission. The family were taken to a shed on which 
petrol was poured, but before the shed could be set on 

fire they were freed by partisans. Among the partisans 
she met a man who had been with her father, but who 
had himself managed to escape. This man told her that 
her father had been bayoneted in five places and that 
his head had been crushed. The American invaders led 

her brother through the streets with a rope around his 
neck and then buried him alive. with five other 
members of the family.  

During their travels in the province of Whang Hai, 

the Members of the Commission saw destroyed cities 
and burned-down villages everywhere.  

The above was signed by all Members of 
the Commission who visited the province of 
Whang Hai.  

   
May 26, 1951 
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CHAPTER IV 

 
Members of the Commission: Gilette Ziegler 

(France), Fatma Ben Sliman (Tunisia), Abassia Fodil 
(Algeria), Li-thi-Que (Viet-Nam), Ida Bachmann 

(Denmark) Kate Fleron Jacobsen (Denmark, Observer), 
visited Nampho and Kangse in Southern Phyöngyang 
Province.  

The city of Nampho had 60,000 inhabitants before 

the bombings. Now about 50 per cent are left.  
We were informed by the head of the People’s 

Committee of Southern Phyöngyang Province, Sok Chan 
Nam, that there had been no war industries, the main 
industries being glass, textiles, porcelain, foodstuffs and 

chemical fertilizers. Although Nampho is a seaport on 
the Yellow Sea, it has no great importance as a harbour, 
either for the purposes of trade or warfare, because the 
water is very shallow.  

The city had consisted of 20,000 buildings, now 
practically destroyed. There had been one technical 
college, one agricultural college and a theatre, now all 
destroyed. The 13 hospitals of the city had all been 
marked with the Red Cross but they had nevertheless 

been so badly destroyed by incendiary bombs that only 
one of them can be repaired. Of 26 schools only two are 
left for use, and only one of the many churches, a small 
one, has escaped destruction.  

The American occupation of Nampho lasted from 
October 22 to December 5, 1950. During that time, 
many buildings were burned, and all foodstuffs were 
destroyed. The Americans maltreated the population, 
1,511 persons were brutally killed, more than half of 

them women and children. 
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Nampho has been bombed continually, but the most 

terrible bombing took place on May 6, 1951. We drove 
round the city, stopping in many places. Wherever we 
looked we saw that almost all houses were completely 
destroyed, craters in the ground, heaps of rubbish and 

some chimneys being all that indicated the former 
existence  of homes. In every place we stopped people 
gathered around us, telling us the story of their recent 
tragedy, the losses of their nearest relatives and their 

homes, and showing us their wounds caused by torture 
inflicted by the Americans. 

One section of the city, Young Dong Ri, had been 
turned into a graveyard. Every family had lost three or 
four, even up to ten members. Of this section, located 

partly on a hillside, no wall remained standing; of the 
trees only shining charcoal stumps remained.  

In this same section, 16 patients had been killed 
when the hospital had been struck by incendiary bombs 

on May 6th. In another section of the city, we visited an 
emergency hospital for the treatment of serious burns, 
which had been constructed deep under the surface of 
the earth. It consisted of a low naked passage of about 
one and a half metres in width, cut into the rock, 

making room for 17 beds.  
Standing at the edge of a bomb crater, a man, Li 

Tong Wha, 42, said: “There was my home. I lost six 
members of my family—my wife, my two children and 

three other relatives—in the May 6 bombing. We 
Koreans will defend our country, and we hope the 
International Women’s Organisation will defend the 
cause of Korea.” Another man, Kim Su Yong, lost all ten 
members of his family. He said: “All Koreans are like 

one man. I cannot express my feelings, but I hope the 
world will understand.” Others cried for revenge.  
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The large are of Nampho was bombed on April 21, 

1951, in the middle of the day. Forty-eight persons were 
killed and much foodstuff destroyed. Now the market 
was almost empty.  

The fertiliser factory, one of the largest of North 

Korea, was bombed by Americans for six hours (9 p.m. 
to 3 a.m.) on August 31, 1950. Of the 900 workers, 300 
were killed and the huge buildings were heavily 
damaged, many of them beyond repair.  

In the afternoon we met several eyewitnesses, 
among whom were the following: two children, Kim Sun 
Ok, girl, 13, and Kim Kwon Ho, boy, both from the 
orphanage. When the Americans came to Nampho they 
tried to force the children to be christened. Those who 

refused were deprived of food and tortured. Before 
their departure, the Americans spread propaganda that 
the Chinese volunteers would kill the children, and 
Americans would throw atomic bombs on North Korea. 

Guon Tal Son, 44, who did not belong to any 
political party, was the owner of a grain mill, employing 
ten workers. When the Americans came they 
confiscated the entire stock of grain, and on their 
departure they destroyed everything.  Mislead by the 

propaganda of the Americans, Guon Tai Son followed 
the American troops. Along with some compatriots he 
set out for Haiju, near the 38th parallel, where many 
refugees gathered. The Americans machine-gunned the 

crowds, and thousands of people were killed, he said.  
Ho Young Yuk, 46, a Protestant clergyman, told us 

that there  had been 4,500 Christians in Nampho. These 
also had let themselves be misled by the American 
propaganda. The congregation of the Church on Yang Ri, 

for instance, was among 1,500 persons who prepared to 
leave Nampho by boat on December 5th. The Americans 
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opened fire on them from the sea and attacked them 

with machine guns from the air. The Christians, thinking 
it was a mistake, began to sing hymns—but the 
Americans continued shooting and killed 275 persons.  

Kim Kwon Tai, 48, a member of the Peasants’ Union, 

was arrested on account of this membership. The 
Americans had beaten his legs and hands, and as a 
result of this torture his fingers were crippled and he 
would never be able to walk properly again. His wife 

and daughter were also beaten by the Americans. His 
wife’s nose had been broken  when she was beaten with 
an iron rod.  

In the town of Kangse a considerable part of the 
buildings, including a big boys’ school, has been 

destroyed. In the country district of Sinchen, 1,551 
persons were murdered by the Americans during their 
occupation from October 20  to December 7th. Of these 
1,384 were killed by shooting (932 males, 452 females,  

among them were 454 children under eight); 57 were 
killed by hanging (42 men, 15 women); 50 were buried 
alive (30 men, 20 women); 35 were beaten to death 
with clubs (25 men, 10 women); 35 were burned to 
death (32 men, 3 women), and so on. This information 

was given us by the head of the People’s Committee, Li 
Yung Suk, in the presence of about 40 of the survivors, 
men and women.  

Based on the accounts of the many witnesses we 

heard, we can state that the Americans arrested people 
for the following “crimes”: for being patriots, for having 
relatives in the People’s Army, for belonging to the 
Peasants’ Union or other democratic organisations, such 
as the Consumers’ Co-operative, or for having relatives 

who belonged to these. (A man who had worked in the 
co-operative store showed numerous scars on both legs 



118 
 

which had been burnt by the Americans with red-hot 

iron rods).  
The Americans took to the mountains those of their 

1,561 victims who had not died as a result of torture, 
shooting some and burying the others alive. The mass 

graves were found shortly after the retreat of the 
Americans, pointed out by local peasants who had been 
forced by the Americans to dig the graves before the 
killing took place.  

The mass graves were found in the following places: 
Tainchang Mo, Muyon Ri, Wha San Bong, Chang Tai 
Kwan, Chong So Myen, Lika Myen, and Tong Kul Myen. 

From the mountain Tainchang Mo we could see many 
of the mass graves on the surrounding mountains and 

hills. Accompanied by the head of the People’s 
Committee and a large gathering of mothers, wives, 
fathers and children of the victims, we stood by the 
mass graves on this mountain. Some of the bodies had 

been identified by relatives and removed to a mountain 
on the opposite side of the valley, where they were 
buried in mounds, which we also saw.  

When the mass graves were opened in December 
1950, it was possible to settle the method by which 

each one had been murdered. In our presence some of 
the unidentified bodies were uncovered. Now, after five 
and a half months, the exact nature of the wounds 
could not be determined. We saw the hands of the 

corpses tied on their backs, the skulls of some had been 
crushed, and we found American cartridges, bloody 
rags, hair, ropes, shoes and pieces of clothing. By the 
straight black hair and the characteristic clothes on the 
corpses it was easily recognised by us that the victims 

were Korean peasants.  
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On this mountain alone were eight mass graves, one 

of which was 80 metres long, another was 70 metres 
long, deep enough for two layers of bodies. Other 
graves were shorter but much deeper (about 5 metres). 

Apart stood a small mound, where the Koreans had 

buried the dead bodies of 20 children found in the mass 
graves with their mothers. 

One of the women who had accompanied us to the 
mountain, Tang Buk Tong, 44, told us that she had 

found her brother’s body sitting in the grave with his 
head between his knees and his hands tied behind his 
back. She added that what she had seen when  the 
graves had been opened was so dreadful that she could 
hardly look upon it—corpses with open eyes, mothers 

killed with their babies on their backs, etc.  
Another of the several eyewitnesses who spoke up, a 

man named Kim Ki Sun, 58, told us that his son, his 
daughter-in-law and their son had been buried alive by 

the Americans while he was in hiding. He had traced the 
place and had himself dug up the dead bodies, hands 
tied behind their backs. 

We asked the people whether the torture and 
murder had been committed by Americans only or if 

there had been Syngman Rhee troops among them. The 
answer was: “In this district there were only Americans. 
They did it.” 

 During the day we heard many alerts, due to the 

fact that we were near  the coast where the American 
planes constantly prevent the fisherman from going out, 
in this way trying to deprive the Korean people of food. 
Only by night a few boats can venture out. 

During the American occupation of this district, 

15,860 sacks of grain were destroyed by the Americans 



120 
 

by fire, and the Americans took away 23,453 sacks when 

they left.  
All the cattle, pigs, chickens and ducks and even 

horses were slaughtered and eaten by the Americans. In 
the autumn of 1950 when the grain was ready to be 

harvested, the Americans destroyed 4,300 hectares*) of 
rice fields and 2,100 hectares of other grain fields by 
incendiary bombs. 

N.B. In Nampho it was not possible for the 

inhabitants, who told us their stories, to give us their 
addresses, since streets and houses were wiped out. But 
they gave their names and can easily be identified. 

The above was signed by all Members of 
the Commission who visited the Southern 

Phyöngyang Province. 
May 27th, 1951 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

                                         
* ) Hectare = 2.47 acres. 
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CHAPTER V. 

 
A group of delegates, Liu Ching-yang (China), 

Germaine Hannevard (Belgium), Elisabetta Gallo (Italy) 
and Miluse  Svatosova (Czechoslovakia), visited the 

village of Madzen Ri (150 km. from  Phyöngyang, 48 km. 
from Wonsan),  in the district of Mon Chen, province of 
North Kong Won, and the port of Wonsan in the same 
province.  

The delegation passed through the cities of 
Phyöngyang and Kang Tong and Sang Tong, which were 
almost completely  destroyed. They also passed through 
the bathing resort of Yangtok, famous for its springs. 
Yangtok was now reduced to a mass of ruble and ruins, 

among which were the remains of a secondary school. 
We saw the peasants cultivating their fields during 

the night, because during the day the American planes 
attack them with machine guns.  The fields were  

cultivated with care.  
In Madzen Ri, the peasants told us the government 

plan for spring agricultural work had been fulfilled 
ahead of time in spite of the fact that they had to work 
by night.  

In the environs of Madzen, the delegates saw large 
areas of mountain forest that had been burnt by 
American incendiary bombs which are dropped on the 
mountains, forests, fields and villages.  

The inhabitants of Madzen told us that on the night 
of May 23rd, American planes had thrown three bombs 
on their village and destroyed several houses. 

A peasant, Kim Song Il, stated that the Americans 
occupied the village of Madzen from October 14th till 

December 5th, 1950. They invaded the village after five 
days’ fighting with the People’s Army. During the entire 
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occupation, the Americans were encircled by the 

People’s army and to strengthen their position they 
burnt all the surrounding villages, arrested the 
inhabitants who had not fled and imprisoned them in a 
temporary prison in Madzen. After a few days they set  

free a number of women who escaped to the mountains 
or hid in the ruins of their houses. In all, about 500 of 
the inhabitants were imprisoned: 54 were killed; 76 
were sent to Wonsan and have not yet been found. All 

the imprisoned women were beaten by the Americans, 
and 20 of them were raped. Kim Song Il maintained that 
the only South Koreans who came with the Americans 
were some interpreters and no Syngman Rhee troops. 

In the village of Kum Ri, 14 km. from Madzen, the 

Americans threw hand grenades into a bomb shelter 
where the inhabitants had taken refuge, and killed nine 
old men, women and children.  

After the Americans were driven out, the 

inhabitants disinterred the victims and learned how 
they had been killed: 

1) by explosion of cartridges in their mouths,  
2) by splitting their heads with axes,  
3) by burying them alive.  

Among those who witnessed the exhumation were 
Kim Song Il, See Woon, former chairman of the People’s 
Committee, Tzeng Seng Kal, Yang Ki Whan and others. 
Soon after their retreat the Americans burned down the 

village by incendiary bombs. The heaviest 
bombardments took place on December 15 and 20, 
1950. During these bombardments the entire family of 
the peasant Ki Son (consisting of 10 people) was killed, 
including 7 children, and 10 people (including 4 

children) were machine-gunned from the aeroplane. 
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Kim Puh Chen, 43 years old, a mother of 4 children, 

told the Members of the Commission that the Americans 
persecuted  the population as “Communists.” The 
Americans arrested her husband, who was vice-
chairman of the People’s Committee in the village of Ko 

Ri. He was severely beaten over the head and back with 
wooden sticks and rifle butts, and carried half-dead to 
Wonsan, where he died from wounds.  The village 
chairman of the People’s Committee was buried alive 

and his old father was shot. Kim Puh Chen said: “The 
chairman of the Women’s Organisation in Ko Ri, Tzen 
Man Suk, 31 years of age, was arrested by the 
Americans as a ‘red’ and violated for two days in 
succession.”  

Cha Ok Sun, a woman of 27, mother of two children, 
told us that her husband had been working at the post 
office at Ko Ri, and she herself had cultivated their 
little field.  The Americans imprisoned both of them 

with their two children, the younger only one year of 
age, and beat them, accusing them of being a “red 
family.”  She never saw her husband again. During 
several days in prison she received only two bowls of 
rice. Consequently she could no longer feed her baby. 

The Americans then took her to Wonsan. While in prison 
in Wonsan she saw that the American soldiers chose 
several girls each night and violated them. After twenty 
days in the Wonsan prison she was freed by the People’s 

Army.  
Kan Yu Han, a peasant woman from Ko Ri, 28 years 

of age and mother of a child of 18 months, told us that 
she had fled to the mountains before the Americans 
arrived.  On the very day she returned in order to look 

after the harvesting, she was imprisoned with her child. 
She was whipped because she could keep her baby from 
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crying from hunger. After four days of solitary 

confinement she was taken to Wonsan and put in an 
underground prison, with her baby, and from here she 
was freed by the People’s Army.  

Wonsan is port on the Sea of Japan, and the capital 

province of Northern Kang Won. The president of the 
Party of Labour of the province, Che Kwan Yol gave us 
the following information:  

“Before the war, Wonsan had 123,127 inhabitants. 

Of these only 57,667 remain. And of 27,345 houses and 
public buildings only 9,257 remain, and all of these are 
more or less damaged.  

The American occupation  lasted from October 14th 
until December 9th, 1950., From that date until March  

31, 1951., Wonsan was attacked by 275 bombers (B-
29’s) and 917 fighter-planes, which dropped 838 high-
explosive bombs and machine-gunned the houses and 
inhabitants 3,519 times. During this time warships 

shelled the city 487 times. The victims number 518 
wounded and 498 killed, of them 255 male, and 243 
female, including 241 children. 

During our stay in Wonsan, the warships repeatedly 
fired at the city and its environs. The cannonade grew 

particularly strong during the night between May 23 and 
24. According to official information, 6,752 shells were 
fired during the night, 65 public buildings and 49 private 
houses, already damaged, were completely burned and 

destroyed. Eleven inhabitants were killed, four were 
wounded seriously, and three received lighter wounds. 

We paid a visit to the shelled section of the city 
located close to the oil refinery which had been 
completely destroyed. In that place we examined 

several high-explosive and incendiary shells.  
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Each house was nothing but a mass of rubble, which 

in many places was still smoking. Just before our 
arrival, the dead bodies of a mother and her two 
children had been dug out. We saw the charred corpse 
of this woman wrapped in straw for burial. Most of the 

inhabitants who had found refuge in bomb shelters were 
working to clear away the wreckage.  

While we were there, three air alarms forced us to 
seek shelter in the dugouts in the mountainside, the 

only kind of habitation left for the people. We visited 
such a “town”, Chun Chong Ri. It consisted entirely of 
caves, cut into the slopes of the ravines. The entrance 
was camouflaged with a network of branches, the 
inhabitants being afraid of having their caves discovered 

and machine-gunned from the air.  
Kwon Chin Lu, chairman of the Democratic Women’s 

Federation of the province of Kang Won, read the 
following official report to us:  

“The attacks on the province of Kang Won began 
early July, 1950. Besides a great many other buildings, 
the following have been destroyed:  

“1) On July 13, 1950, the rest home for workers, 
where 168 workers were killed, Elementary School No. 

13, the central hospital, the Red Cross hospital, where 
the head nurse was killed, also hospital No. 1, where 
three patients and two nurses were killed.  

“2) On August 13, 1950, the teachers’ college and 

the railway workshop (bombed from eight aeroplanes, 
type B-29). More than a hundred workers were killed. 

 “3) On August 15, 1950, the oil refinery (it has been 
bombed several times since), and the shipyards.  

“4) On September 13, 1950, Secondary School No. 3 

for girls, and the provincial central theatre were hit. 
 “5) On January 25, 1951, the city library.  



126 
 

“Neither schools nor hospitals are left in Wonsan 

now. Teaching is done in small groups; the teachers go 
from one group to another in the various parts of the 
city. In the districts located nearest to the 38th 
parallel, not one habitable house exists. From June 25, 

1950, until March 31, 1951, 2,298 women and 2,292 
children were killed in the province of Kang Won alone, 
676 children have lost both parents.”  

Of the atrocities committed by the Americans during 

their occupation of this province from October 9 until 
December 11, Kwon Chin Lu gave the following official 
information:  

“In the town of Chelwon, 1,500 civilians were killed, 
of whom 130 were buried alive in the shelter to which 

they had been ordered to go.  
“In the village of Kalma (district of Kalma, county of 

Chelwon) the peasant Om Son Ho and his family, 
including six children, were bayoneted by the 

Americans.  
“In the village of Sa Ki (district of Chelwon, region 

of Chelwon) many civilians were buried alive, including 
a child of three who was still alive when, the grave was 
reopened.  

In the village of Ok Tong Ri (district of Pyong Kang), 
the peasant Le Dong Cho’s daughter-in-law, 23 years of 
age and eight months pregnant, was taken by the 
Americans. She was undressed and exposed publicly, 

tied to a tree. Her abdomen was cut open and the baby 
taken out.  

“In the village of Mih Yen (district of An To, county 
of An Pyen), three women belonging to the family of the 
peasant Se Yang Son were taken to a shelter and when 

they defended themselves against the Americans who 
wanted to rape them, their breasts were cut off, and 
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they were killed, having red-hot irons thrust into their 

vaginas.  
“The woman Che Ok Li, aged 42, living in Rong Son 

Ri Street, in Wonsan, was raped by 14 Americans in 
succession. She is still alive, but is too ill to leave her 

bed. She now lives in the village of Ro Kok (I Tong 
district, Chelwon county).  

“Kim Hyo Sun, aged 32, and her child were arrested 
by the Americans on November 3. She was undressed by 

them, had bayonet. thrust through her abdomen and 
afterwards shot. The child died from hunger by her side. 

“In the province of Kang Won alone, which had 
130,000 inhabitants, 2,903 women have been raped by 
Americans and Syngman Rhee troops.”  

The Members of the Commission talked to other 
witnesses:  

Cheng Kyeng Hwa, widow, aged 49, a Protestant 
missionary, told us that her daughter-in-law, Yun Sun 

Se, 25, was awakened in the night and put into a car. 
She fled into the rice fields, was chased, violated and 
shot. Cheng’s brother, Cheng Chung Kwan, and her 
sister-in-law, Pak Kyeng Ryel, were killed by machine- 
gun fire from an aeroplane when walking in the street, 

the first on December 24, the second on December 29, 
Cheng Kyeng Hwa is bringing up their six children.  

Sin Yenk Ok, 46, a peasant woman living in Kyeng 
San Street in Wonsan, said that her daughter-in-law, 

aged 25 and in the 9th month of her pregnancy, was 
arrested on November 18, 1950. She was beaten for 
being a “red” (she had been president of the district 
Democratic Women’s Organisation for 2 years); five days 
later she was exposed publicly at the town square. Her 

child, about to be born, was killed when a rod was 
thrust into her womb. The mother died at once. The 
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was done by two Americans and one Syngman Rhee 

man.  
Eyewitnesses who were forced to be present during 

the execution were Lin Pek Man and Kim On Yo.  
The husband of this woman, Pak Chan Yen, was 

beaten and shot at, and is now dying from his wounds. 
The husband of this woman, Pak Chan Yen, 26 years 

of age, was beaten and shot at, and is now dying from 
his wounds.  

Kim Sen Hi, 55, resident of Wonsan, told the 
Members of the Commission that on November 21, 1950, 
five American soldiers forced their way into the house 
of Sin Bon Kin, a Christian, widower, while he himself 
was away, and raped his oldest daughter, Sin Hwa Sun, 

21 years old, while her two young sisters were present. 
When the two small children fled crying, they were 
killed in front of the neighbours. Their older sister died 
three days later.  

Li Kum Sun, a peasant woman aged 38, member of 
the women’s organisation, living in Sedon Ri (in the city 
of Wonsan) told us that she was arrested with her 
month-old infant on October 25, 1950. She was taken to 
Kal Ma Ri suburb, in the town of Wonsan. Every night 

she was beaten on the back and stomach when she was 
brought for interrogation. On November 10 she was 
freed. Five days later her child died. On November 20, 
her husband was arrested, tortured for seven days, then 

taken away. After the liberation Li Kum Sun discovered 
her husband’s body in a valley near Chong Chen Ri, 
district of Se Won, in the county of An Pyen, together 
with 38 other bodies. Their hands were tied behind 
their backs, and their left eyes shot out. 
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Signed by all Members of the Commission 

who visited the province of North Kang 
Won.  

 
9 May 26, 1851.  
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CHAPTER VI 

 
The Northern part of the Korean People’s Republic 

was visited by a group consisting of the following 
Members of the Commission: Hilde Cahn (German 

Democratic Republic), Lilly Waechter (Western 
Germany), Bai Lang (China); Trees Soenito Heyligers 
(Netherlands).  

The route followed was from Phyöngyang to 

Kaichen, thence to Hichen, Kangge, Mampo, and back to 
Phyöngyang.  

On the way from Phyöngyang to Kaichen, the 
Members of the Commission saw four small towns, 
which were almost completely destroyed; also many 

burned-down villages and peasant dwellings. The 
Members, in the whole course of their journey, did not 
see one town that had not been destroyed, and there 
were very few undamaged villages.  

The Members of the Commission saw six forest fires, 
two of which were ignited before their eyes—one 
between Phyöngyang and Kaichen, and the second 
between Hichen and Kaichen. On both occasions a plane 
was heard, Members of the Commission saw light 

flashing upwards from the ground, and immediately 
afterwards they saw a blazing fire that suddenly began 
to spread rapidly. The Members saw the branches of the 
trees catching fire. In the course of this journey they 

noticed many mountainsides that had been burned black 
by forest fires.  

Kaichen district contains the town of Kaichen and 
five villages. The district is situated in the northern part 
of the province of Phyöngyang Nam Do. The chairman of 

the regional People’s Committee, Kim Beng Ho, gave 
Members the following information: 
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On the twenty-first of October, 1950, Kaichen was 

occupied by the 26th and 27th armoured divisions of the 
U.S, Army, reinforced by troops from other participating 
countries. Kim Beng Ho particularly noticed British, 
Australian, Canadian and Turkish troops, and a few 

hundred Syngman Rhee troops. Altogether there were 
80,000 to 90,000 men. The occupation lasted for 40 
days.  

Kaichen district had 13,000 houses; over 6,500 were 

destroyed, most of them by bombing and others by the 
retreating forces who set them on fire. The rest of the 
houses are damaged.  

Before June 1950, there were 7,600 oxen and cows, 
of which only 2,200 are left; 7,800 pigs, of which 300 

are left; over 100,000 hens and chickens, of which only 
1,000 remain.  

Kim Beng Ho stated that in spite of the fact that so 
many oxen were taken away by the Americans and that 

most of the men are with the People’s Army, the 
women had the crops sown three weeks earlier than the 
usual time.  

Before being destroyed, Kaichen had a high school, 6 
middle schools and 31 primary schools; one library, one 

theatre and 13 hospitals and clinics. All these 
institutions were destroyed. It is impossible to rebuild 
them because of the constant bombing.  

The district had over 80,000 inhabitants of whom 

80% were peasants. The number of inhabitants is now 
about 60,000 scattered over the countryside. In the 
Kaichen district the Americans killed 1,342 people by 
shooting, burning or beating them to death. As far as it 
is known, over 800 women were raped, but many 

women are ashamed to tell. Members of the Commission 
asked if Kim Beng Ho were sure that these crimes are 
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committed by American troops. He answered, yes, he 

was quite sure they were Americans and no other 
soldiers,  

By way of example he related this incident: during 
the occupation of the district by American and other 

troops he himself was a partisan. One of the partisans 
was a well-known organiser Kim Ke Sun, 31 years old. 
He lost all his family. His wife Ree Whak Sil, who was 
with child, was arrested by the Americans and 

questioned about her husband. As she refused to give 
information, they tortured her; they cut off her left arm 
and then her right leg and finally opened her womb and 
took out the child. The four children of this family were 
locked in the house and burned to death. Kim Ke Sun, 

when he came back, saw the bodies and heard the story 
from neighbours.  

A woman called Ree Djin Hyeng, who is living in the 
town of Kaichen, at 20 Ma Dyan Ri Street, gave Members 

of the Commission the following information:  
Her younger sister, who had been decorated by the 

government for excellent work as a peasant, had been 
an official in the women’s democratic movement of the 
district. Before the American troops arrived, Ree urged 

her sister to flee with her, but as an official she would 
not leave and so Ree went on alone with the children of 
both women. When the younger sister did not come, 
Ree went back with her 8-year-old son to see what had 

happened to her. She found her dead body, naked and 
tied to a tree. Neighbours told her that her sister had 
been beaten by the Americans and questioned as to her 
husband and her organisation. When she refused to 
answer, they tortured her with electricity for several 

days and forced the population to look on. One 8-year-
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old boy in a rage threw himself on the soldiers and was 

shot.  
Ree Djin Hyeng was also arrested but she concealed 

her relation to her sister and so managed to save her 
life. Ree told the Members of the Commission that she 

had seen many other cruelties, the story of her sister 
being only one. She confirmed that the Americans 
hunted women and girls, taking them in their jeeps to 
their brothels. Ree and other young women escaped by 

smearing their faces with ashes and dressing like old 
women.  

In the almost completely destroyed town of Kaichen, 
the Members of the Commission saw, among other 
things, one of the bombed hospitals, the roof still 

showing the Red Cross. A representative of the women’s 
democratic organisation in the town said that 500 
Korean citizens were killed and burned in one district of 
the town alone.  

A crowd of women and children, gathered around 
the Members of the Commission, urging them to listen 
to their stories. Many of these women were very 
excited, weeping and clasping our hands. Time did not 
permit hearing them all. Members of the Commission 

noted the following names and facts:  
Cha You Suk, an old woman, said that when the 

Americans came, her wounded son, who had fought in 
the People’s Army, was at home, dressed in uniform. He 

was shot before her eyes.  
A young woman, Kim I Suk, said that her husband, a 

Peasant Union leader, had been killed. She fled with her 
baby on her back. American soldiers caught her, dashed 
the baby to the ground and trod it to death.  
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O In Bun said that her daughter Kim Yung Dju, 28 

years old, was raped by several American soldiers who 
later drowned her. 

Ree Sun Sil, a young woman, was kept for 12 days, 
quite naked, in a room with many American soldiers. 

Kil Ryong Nye, 20 years old, living in Kaichen, Buk 
Bumyen Street, said that her brother and sister-in-law 
were killed by the Americans.  

Hong Yung Bok, 37 years old, living in Kaichen, 472 

Hyen Ryong Ri Street, stated that her husband was shot. 
 Kim Ryong Sil, 34 years old, living in Kaichen, 472 

Ryang Hen Ri Street, said that her son was killed.  
Rim Un Dju, 30 years old, living in Kaichen, 57 

Chung Hung Ri Street, tells that her brother was killed 

by the Americans. 
 Choy Sen Cho, 34 years old, living in Kaichen, on 

Sen Po Ri Street, said that the Americans shot her 
husband.  

Members of the Commission went to an orphans’ 
home in the country, where 48 children are now being 
cared for. They had been rescued from the bombed 
town. One little boy of about six, had become deaf and 
dumb from shell shock. His name and those of his 

relatives are still unknown.  
In Kaichen, Members of the Commission met Ree Sen 

Sil, chairman of the Democratic Women’s Organisation 
in a village north of Kaichen. She stated among other 

things that in her village a few weeks ago an American 
plane dived and opened machine-gun fire on three men 
working with their oxen in the field. Two men and the 
three oxen were killed; the third man was badly 
wounded.  
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Kangge is situated in the province of Tza Kangdo. 

Mr. Ree Chow Sen, chairman of the provincial People’s 
Committee, gave us the following information:  

This most northern province of Korea is sparsely 
inhabited, largely by peasants. The enemy had occupied 

only part of the province. The People’s Government of 
this province does everything possible to help refugees, 
but the problem of how to give everyone food and 
shelter is a very difficult one, The difficulties were 

increased by the American planes, machine-gunning the 
people fleeing north, and killing the cattle on the roads 
and in the fields.  

The town of Kangge had 40,000 inhabitants. There 
were two colleges for the training of teaches, one 

college of forestry, a high school and two middle 
schools, four primary schools, two theatres. Of all these 
cultural institutions, only the middle school for boys is 
still standing and it is damaged. The health centre was 

destroyed by the Americans in spite of the Red Cross on 
the roof.  

The town had two Protestant churches and one 
Roman Catholic church, a temple of Confucius and a 
Chen Do church. All were destroyed. The Christian 

section of the population at first tried to find shelter in 
and near the churches. They expected the Americans 
would spare these buildings. Not only the town of 
Kangge, but even the smallest peasant dwellings in the 

mountains are bombed and burned by the American 
planes.  

The Members of the Commission were informed that 
the only possible military objectives in the area, the 
railroad and the station, had already been destroyed on 

the 9th of October, 1950. Yet the town of Kangge was 
heavily bombed and nearly completely destroyed on 
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December 12th, 1950. The American planes dropped 

mainly incendiary bombs and afterwards time-bombs, 
which exploded at various times up to 20 days after 
they were dropped. In the beginning of February 1951, 
new heavy bombing of the already destroyed city 

followed. This time mainly time-bombs were used so 
that for the following 20 days the inhabitants did not 
dare to enter the town.  

The Members of the Commission visited the almost 

completely destroyed town of Kangge and spoke to the 
city surgeon, Dr. Baik Ki Dje, who stated, that before 
the city hospital was bombed on December 12th, 1950, 
the Red Cross on the roof of the building had been 
machine-gunned by low-flying American planes.  

After the bombing of December 12th, 1950, Dr. Baik 
himself took care of about 100 wounded persons. After 
the bombing in February 1951, he saw the bodies of 
over 200 people. Dr. Baik stated also that he had 

repeatedly seen American planes bombing peasant 
dwellings. He told, for example, how the house of the 
peasant Pak Hoo Ryong was bombed, and that in this 
house 10 persons were killed.  

Members of the Commission asked Dr. Baik how the 

government managed to avoid epidemics. The answer 
was: by vaccinations on a large scale, the medicines for 
which are sent by friends of the Korean people from 
various parts of the world.  

Members of the Commission met in Kangge three 
peasant women who had heard of our stay in the town 
and came to thank us. One of them said: “I lost my 
husband and two of my four children in the bombing. I 
will avenge them by working, so that our People’s Army 

can get what it needs to drive the Americans out, and 
then we will have peace again.”  
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Mampo is situated at the frontier between Korea 

and China.  
People’s Committee chairman Lee told the Members 

of the Commission that this city had 12,700 inhabitants. 
It has only some light industries in wood and in textiles. 

Mampo had two heavy bombings; on November 12, 
1950, it was almost completely destroyed. Members of 
the Commission, visiting the ruins, noticed an unusually 
large number of fragments of incendiary bombs lying 

around. On December 7, 1950, the already destroyed 
town was bombed again by the Americans and in this 
bombing more than 350 persons were killed by 
incendiary and high-explosive bombs. Members of the 
Commission saw a bomb crater that was at least 7 m. 

deep. Mampo had also many cultural institutions; among 
other ruins Members of the Commission noticed the 
remains of a big school building and of the theatre. 

Here, as in the other ruined cities, the inhabitants 

live in dugouts and cellars. Members of the Commission 
saw such a dwelling, part of a former cellar, and 
completely dark, in which were two small children, the 
youngest two years of age. They are being taken care of 
by an older brother of about 13. The Members of the 

Commission learned from him and from neighbours that 
the father, a worker on the railroad, and the mother 
were killed in the bombing of December 7th, 1950. Mr. 
Lee stated that the People’s Government takes care 

first of all of those children who have nobody to look 
after them.  

 
Signed by all Members of the group visiting 
Kaichen, Hichen, Kangge and Mampo.  

  
 May 27, 1951. 
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CONCLUSION 

 
After the observations made by the Members of the 

Commission in different parts of Korea, the Commission 
has reached the following conclusions:  

The people of Korea are being subjected by the 
American occupants to a merciless and methodical 
campaign of extermination, which is in contradiction 
not only to the principles of humanity, but also to the 

rules of warfare as laid down, for instance, in The 
Hague and the Geneva Conventions. This is being done 
in the following ways:  

a) By the systematic destruction of food, food stores 
and food factories. Forests and ripe harvests are being 

systematically burned by incendiary bombs, fruit trees 
are being destroyed, and peasants’ working in their 
fields with their animals are being killed by machine-
gun fire from low-flying planes. By these means the 

whole people of Korea is doomed to starvation.  
b) By the systematic destruction of town after town, 

of village after village, many of which by no stretch of 
the imagination could be considered to be military 
objectives or even industrial centres.  

The aim of this systematic destruction is clearly, in 
the first place, to break the morale of the Korean 
population and, secondly, to wear them out physically. 
In these never-ceasing raids, dwellings, hospitals, 

schools, etc., are deliberately destroyed. Even towns 
which have already been turned into heaps of ashes, 
and in which the surviving inhabitants are reduced to 
living in dugouts, continue to be bombed. 

c) By systematically employing against the peaceful 

inhabitants weapons banned by international 
convention, i.e., incendiaries, petrol bombs, napalm 
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bombs, time-bombs, and by constantly machine-gunning 

civilians from low-flying planes.  
d) By atrociously exterminating the Korean 

population. In the districts temporarily occupied by 
American and Syngman Rhee forces, in the period of 

occupation, hundreds of thousands of civilians, entire 
families from old men to little children, have been 
tortured, beaten to death, burned and buried alive. 
Thousands of others have perished from hunger and cold 

in over-crowded prisons in which they were thrown 
without charges being levelled against them, without 
investigation, trial or sentence.  

These mass tortures and mass murders surpass the 
crimes committed by Hitler nazis in temporarily-

occupied Europe.  
Evidence given by all civilians questioned points to 

the fact that nearly all these crimes were either 
perpetrated by U.S. soldiers and officers or else on the 

order of U.S. officers. Therefore the full responsibility 
for these atrocities falls on the U.S. Supreme Command 
in Korea, i.e., on General MacArthur, General Ridgway 
and other commanders of the invading forces who call 
themselves the Forces of the UNO. Although these 

atrocities have been performed under the command of 
generals in the field, the full responsibility for them 
must also rest with the governments who sent their 
troops to Korea and whose representatives to the U.N. 

gave their votes in favour of the war in Korea.  
The Commission expresses its belief that those 

responsible for the crimes committed against the 
Korean people must be charged as war criminals as 
defined by the Allied Declaration of 1943, and must be 

brought to trial by the peoples of the world, as was 
defined by the same Declaration.  
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The Commission calls on all the peoples of the 

world, in the name of common humanity, to urge by 
every means in their power that the war in Korea be 
brought to an end without delay and that the invading 
foreign troops be immediately withdrawn from Korea. 

 The Commission also urges all the peoples of the 
world to organise immediate help for the Korean 
people, who are threatened by hunger and disease as a 
result of the atrocious crimes committed by the 

American invading forces on Korean territory.  
The Commission asks the Women’s International 

Democratic Federation to send this document to the 
Governments of all the countries of the world, to all 
women’s organisations throughout the world, 

irrespective of whether they are members of the 
Federation or not, to the World Peace Council, to all 
organisations fighting for peace, to all social 
organisations, and public leaders, regardless of their 

political or religious views, who hold dear the cause of 
peace.  

The Commission urgently asks the WIDF to forward 
the report of the Women’s International Commission for 
the investigation of the atrocities committed by U.S.A. 

and Syngman Rhee forces in Korea, to the United 
Nations Organisation.  

The report has been compiled in five languages: 
English, French, Russian, Chinese and Korean.  

 
Chairman of the Commission:  
Nora K. Rodd (Canada)  
 
Vice-Chairmen: Liu Ching-yang (China);  

Ida Bachmann (Denmark)  
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Secretaries: Miluse Svatosova 
(Czechoslovakia);  

Trees Soenito-Heyligers (Netherlands)  
 

Members of Commission:  
Monica Felton (Great Britain),  
Maria Ovsyannikova (U.S.S.R.),  
Bai Lang (China),  

Li Keng (China),  
Gilette Ziegler (France),  
Elisabetta Gallo (Italy),  
Eva Priester (Austria),  
Germaine Hannevard (Belgium),  

Hilde Cahn (German Democratic Republic),  
Lilly Waechter (Western Germany),  
Li-thi-Quê (Viet-Nam),  
Candelaria Rodriguez (Cuba),  

Leonor Aguiar Vazquez (Argentina), 
 Fatma Ben Sliman (Tunisia),  
Abassia Fodil (Algeria). 
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FIFTH SESSION OF THE EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE OF THE WOMEN’S 
INTERNATIONAL DEMOCRATIC 

FEDERATION, Sofia, June 20- 24, 1951 
 
The Fifth Session of the Executive Committee of the 

Women’s International Democratic Federation was held 
in the National Assembly Building in Sofia, Bulgaria, on 
June 20-24. 

The Session discussed the following questions:  
1. Report of the Commission of the Women’s 

International Democratic Federation which visited Korea 
to investigate the atrocities committed by the American 

invaders.  
2. Participation of the Women’s International 

Democratic Federation and its national organisations in 
the campaign for the conclusion of a Pact of Peace 
among the five Great Powers.  

3. Preparations for the International Conference in 
Defence of Children.  

The report on the first question on the agenda was 
made by Nora K. Rodd (Canada), chairman of the 

Commission of the Women’s International Democratic 
Federation for the investigation of the atrocities 
committed by the American and British interventionists 
in Korea.  

In the discussion which followed the floor was taken 

by Liu Chin-yang (China), Anna Lungu (Rumania), 
Stanislawa Zawadecka (Poland), Candelaria Rodriguez 
(Cuba), Pak Den Ai (Korea), Irene Falcon (Spain), Edith 
Hoschek (Austria), Nel Boudewyn (Netherlands), 

Emilienne Brunfaut (Belgium), Agnete Olsen (Denmark), 
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Giséle Joannes (France), and Zinaida Gagarina 

(US.S.R.).  
On the motion of Gita Banerjee, of India, the 

Session of the Executive Committee unanimously 
adopted a resolution setting out for all the national 

organisations of the Women’s International Democratic 
Federation a concrete program of action aimed at 
rallying the broadest masses of women in all the 
countries of the world to struggle against the American 

intervention in Korea.  
The Session of the Executive Committee 

unanimously carried the motion made by the Italian 
delegation to send a special letter to the Chairman of 
the United Nations General Assembly, the Chairman of 

the Security Council and the Secretariat of the United 
Nations.  

In view of the persecution by the British authorities 
of Monica Felton, who was in Korea as a member of the 

International Women’s Commission, the session of the 
Executive Committee adopted an Appeal to the British 
people calling upon the women and men of that country 
to organise a wide protest movement against the 
accusations and threats levelled against her.  

The Session also sent a letter to Prime Minister 
Attlee of Great Britain; protesting against the 
persecution in Britain of Monica Felton, and another to 
Prime Minister St. Laurent of Canada, asking that all 

intimidation of Nora K. Rodd, the chairman of the 
International Women’s Commission for the investigation 
of the atrocities committed by the U.S.A. and British 
invaders in Korea, be stopped and that she be granted 
the full democratic right to tell what she saw in Korea. 

The session condemned any persecution or intimidation 
of the members of the Commission as an attempt to 
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suppress the truth and as approval of the crimes 

committed in Korea by the American and British 
interventionists.  

The report on the second item on the agenda was 
made by Eugénie Cotton, President of the Women’s 

International Democratic Federation.  
The speakers who took part in the ensuing discussion 

included Li Teh-chuan (China), Elli Schmidt (German 
Democratic Republic), Dolores Ibarruri (Spain), Sarah 

Pascual (Cuba), Edith Hoschek (Austria), Constanta 
Craciun (Rumania), Edwarda Orlowska (Poland), Andrea 
Andreen (Sweden), Elisabeth Vas (Hungary), Nahid Sina 
(Iran), Friedel Ledwohn (Western Germany), Helvi Laine 
(Finland), Anezka Hodinova-Spurna (Czechoslovakia), 

Leonor Aguiar Vazquez (Argentina),  Emilienne Brunfaut 
(Belgium), Nel Boudewyn (Netherlands), Francoise 
Leclereg (France), Nina Popova (U.S.S.R.), Fiorella Della 
Seta (Italy), Beatrice S. Johnson (U.S.A.), Avra 

Partsalidou (Greece), Gita Banerjee (India), Maria 
Maddalena Rossi (Italy), and Quibrie Cui (Albania).  

By unanimous vote the Session adopted a resolution 
on the participation of the Federation and its national 
organisations in the campaign for the collection of 

signatures to the Appeal of the World Peace Council for 
the Conclusion of a Pact of Peace among the five Great 
Powers, and an Appeal to the Women of the World.  

On the third item on the agenda, preparations for 

the International Conference in Defence of Children, 
the report was made by Carmen Santi (Italy), Secretary 
of the Women’s International Democratic Federation.  

In the discussion that followed the Session was 
addressed by Edith Hoschek (Austria), Rada Todorova 

(Bulgaria), Louise Ernst (German Democratic Republic), 
Nel Boudewyn (Netherlands), Magda Joboru (Hungary), 



145 
 

Cecile Burgos (Belgium), Erna Luzius (Western 

Germany), Luciana Viviani (Italy), Nadezhda Parfyonova 
(U.S.S.R.), Natalia Scurtu (Rumania), Elli Alexiou 
(Greece), Justina Alvarez (Cuba), Pierette Fornelli 
(France), Eugenia Pragerowa (Poland), Anna Liisa 

Mantykoski (Finland), Bai Lang (China), Gita Banerjee 
(India), Norjen Lham (Mongolian People’s Republic), 
Nahid Sina (Iran), Elsa Bergamacci (Italy), Vera Liouie 
(Yugoslavia), and Maria Bernetic (Trieste).  

The Session of the Executive Committee 
unanimously passed a resolution on the preparatory 
work for the International Conference in Defence of 
Children, which is to be held in Vienna, Austria, from 
September 18 to 23 this year.  

The Executive Committee of the Women’s 
International Democratic Federation considered an 
application submitted by the Yugoslav democratic 
women and decided to co-opt their representatives, 

Vera Liouic, Bazilka Marianovic and Mira Jovanovic. 
 

On the Results of the Work of the Commission 
of the Women’s International Democratic 

Federation Which Visited Korea to Investigate 
the Atrocities of the American Invaders  

 

The report of Mrs. Rodd, chairman of the 
Commission of the Women’s International Democratic 
Federation which visited Korea to investigate the 
atrocities perpetrated by the American invaders, as well 
as the documents and materials presented by the 

Commission, arouse the profoundest indignation of 
every member of the Executive Committee against the 
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American interventionists and their British and other 

allies, who are turning Korea into a desert zone and who 
are exterminating the Korean people.  

The Session of the Executive Committee of the 
Women’s International Democratic Federation approves 

the work done by the Commission and expresses its 
appreciation to all members of the Commission, who 
performed their noble mission in trying conditions, 
under shell fire and bombing by American aircraft. The 

Commission toured Korea and inspected her towns and 
villages, which American planes have reduced to ruins, 
It examined the bodies of a large number of men, 
women and children who had been tortured to death or 
buried alive, visited caves that were used by the 

Americans as prisons, saw the instruments with which 
prisoners were tortured, and talked to the Korean 
population, who supplied the Commission with valuable 
eyewitness testimony. On the strength of all this, the 

Commission has incontrovertibly ascertained what 
monstrous atrocities the American interventionists are 
perpetrating in long-suffering, Korea under the flag of 
the United Nations.  

The Session of the Executive Committee considers 

that the documents submitted by the Commission 
should be made known to every man and woman, to 
every boy and girl, in all countries of the world.  

The Session calls upon the national organisations to 

make every effort to have the Commission’s report 
printed in the greatest possible number of publications, 
not only In their own magazines and those of other 
progressive national and international organisations, but 
also, wherever possible, in the general and women’s 

press and in the publications of various pacifist, 
feminist, religious and other organisations.  
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While approving the decision of the Secretariat to 

forward the Commission’s findings to the Chairman of 
the General Assembly of the United Nations, to the 
Chairman of the Security Council and to the Secretariat 
of the United Nations, the Session of the Executive 

Committee directs the Secretariat to also forward the 
Commission’s report to the World Peace Council and to 
all organisations and civic leaders anxious to promote 
the cause of peace, irrespective of their political and 

religious leanings.  
The Session recommends that in all those countries 

where the governments support the American 
interventionists in Korea, the national organisations 
send women’s mass delegations to their respective 

governments to present the documents submitted by 
the Commission, to demand that the persons guilty of 
the atrocities committed be indicted as War criminals, 
to demand the immediate termination of their 

participation in the war against the Korean people and 
the withdrawal of their troops from Korea.  

The Session urges all of the Federation’s national 
organisations, in co-operation with women’s 
organisations not affiliated with the Women’s 

International Democratic broad Federation campaign 
and with all other public organisations standing for 
peace, to organise a of protest against the atrocities 
committed by the American interventionists in Korea, 

and send letters to the United Nations Organization in 
support of the demands set forth by the Federation’s 
Secretariat: an immediate stop to the bombing of 
peaceful Korean towns and villages by the American air 
force, withdrawal of foreign troops from Korea and 

according the Korean people an opportunity to decide  
their own internal affairs, peaceful settlement of the 
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Korean problem by calling a conference of the 

interested countries. Simultaneously with this a mass 
protest movement must be organised against the 
persecution and hounding of Commission members, 
particularly Mrs. Felton (Great Britain), for telling the 

truth about the situation in Korea.  
The Executive Committee calls for the enlistment of 

the broadest masses in a great and human campaign to 
aid the Korean people, and particularly the Korean 

children. This campaign can assume diverse forms: 
collection of clothing, medicines, condensed milk for 
the children, money, etc.  

The Session of the Executive Committee is certain 
that all national organisations of the Women’s 

International Democratic Federation will exert every 
effort to mobilize public opinion throughout the world 
and rally the broadest masses of women of all countries 
to action against the American intervention in Korea 

and against the atrocities being committed by the 
invaders, in order to secure the lives of the children and 
people of Korea. 

 

To the Chairman of the General Assembly of the 
U.N., To the Chairman of the Security Council, 

To the Secretariat of the U.N. 
 

The Executive Committee of the Women’s 
International Democratic Federation in Session June 21, 
1951, in Sofia, has heard the report of the International 
Women’s Commission to investigate the atrocities 

committed by the American and the Syngman Rhee 
troops in Korea. The Commission remained in Korea 
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from May 16 to May 27. The Executive Committee 

familiarized itself with the report, the text of which 
was mailed to you on June 11, 1951.  

The Executive Committee examined all the 
documents assembled on the spot by the Commission, 

among others pictures of graves which were opened in 
the presence of the Commission, where men, women 
and children had been buried alive, photos showing 
buildings and caves in which whole families were 

completely annihilated by indiscriminate 
bombardments.  

It also examined the instruments brought by the 
Commission which were used by the Americans to 
savagely torture men, women and children.  

The snapshots were made by the Commission itself 
and it guarantees that these instruments and other 
documents presented are absolutely authentic.  

The Executive Committee heard discussions of the 

members of the Commission who unanimously confirmed 
the facts contained in the report. It also heard women 
representing different countries who had been personal 
witnesses of the devastation and atrocities committed 
by the aggressive armies in Korea. These women were in 

Korea to present gifts to the Korean people, as a pledge 
of solidarity.  

All the members of the Commission enjoy great 
authority in their own countries as well as the full 

confidence of women of other countries.  
On the basis of the observations and of the 

incontestable proof brought forth by the Commission, 
the Executive Committee of the Women’s International 
Democratic Federation, which represents more than 91 

million women, declares firmly that these crimes which 
aim at the extermination of the Korean people were 
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committed primarily by American troops with the 

participation of British, Canadian, Turkish and others 
under the cover of the U.N.  

The Executive Committee unanimously approves the 
action of the Secretariat of the Women’s International 

Democratic Federation which has sent the report of the 
Commission to the Chairman of the General Assembly of 
the U.N., to the Chairman of the Security Council and 
the Secretariat of the U.N. asking that it should be 

examined by all the apparatus of the U.N.  
It requests from the U.N.:  
1) to immediately stop bombardments of Korean 

towns and villages.  
2) to withdraw ail foreign troops from Korea and to 

allow the Korean people to decide their own destiny and 
to settle their internal affairs,  

3) to hasten the peaceful settlement of the Korean 
problem in accordance with the proposal of the World 

Peace Council.  
It requests that those who are responsible for the 

crimes against the Korean people, and in particular 
Generals MacArthur and Ridgway, be tried as war 
criminals according to the definition of the allied 

Declaration of 1943 and that they be judged by the 
people as stipulated by the same Declaration.  

In the name of all women, all mothers, we address 
you, Mr. Chairman, requesting you to submit the 

documents for discussion in the General Assembly of the 
U.N., in order to acquaint all its members with the 
factual material. We feel that nobody can ignore its 
gravity or should fail to be conscious of the 
responsibilities he assumes before history.  

We hope that our request will be taken under 
consideration and that a delegation of the Women’s 
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International Democratic Federation will be admitted to 

the General Assembly of the U.N. during the discussion 
on this question. It will be in a position to produce the 
documents and the objects which constitute the 
material evidence.  

We ask you, Mr. Chairman, to answer our request 
without delay.  

On the other hand, we wish to inform you that we 
consider the evidence of such importance, and the 

action of the U.N. so urgent, that we do not hesitate to 
publicize the report, the documents, as well as the 
content of this letter. They will be forwarded to the 
governments, to the World Peace Council, to the 
international democratic organisations—of lawyers, of 

journalists, of trade unions of youth, of women’s 
organisations, to the press and to all personalities 
interested in the defence of human rights and for 
peace. We remain very truly yours. 

 
For the Executive Committee Eugénie COTTON, 

President 
 
June 21, 1951. 
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APPEAL TO WOMEN OF THE WORLD 
 
Today the world is in greater danger than ever 

before.  

The war of destruction and extermination of the 
population now in progress in Korea signalizes what 
could happen to children, to women, to men the world 
over should a new world war break out.  

Anguished mothers ask themselves—how can war be 

avoided? Must ruin and suffering spread to the entire 
world?  

The World Peace Council, representing hundreds of 
millions of men and women, indicates the road to peace 

in its Appeal for a Peace Pact:  
“Responding to the hopes cherished by millions of 

people throughout the world, whatever may be their 
opinion of the causes giving rise to the danger of a 
world war,  

And in order to strengthen peace and safeguard 
international security,  

We demand the conclusion of a Pact of Peace among 
the five Great Powers: the United States of America, 

the Soviet Union, the Chinese People’s Republic, Great 
Britain and France.  

We shall consider a refusal by the government of 
any of the Great Powers to meet for the conclusion of 
such a Pact as evidence of aggressive designs on the 

part of that government.  
We call upon all peace loving nations to support the 

demand for a Pact of peace, which should be open to all 
countries. 
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 We set our names to this Appeal and we invite all 

men and women of good will and all organisations 
striving for peace to add their names to it”. 

 We women from many different countries 
assembled in executive session of the Women’s 

International Democratic Federation sign this Appeal  
and call upon all women to sign it.  

We say to each woman, to each mother: the 
defence of your home is in your hands. Peace can be 

saved.   
Only the action of the people can block the road to 

war.  
Your name added to those of millions of men and 

can prevail upon the representatives of the five Great 

Powers to meet and sign a Peace Pact.  
Sign for this Peace Pact! 
 
Signed  by: 

 
President of the Women’s International 

Democratic Federation:  
Eugénie Cotton (France),  
 

Vice-Presidents of the Women’s International 
Democratic Federation;  

Dolores Ibarruri (Spain),  
Nina Popova (U.S.S.R.),  

Eugenia Pragerova (Poland),  
 
General Secretary of the Women’s 

International Democratic Federation;  
Marie Claude Vaillant-Couturier (France), 

Quibrie Cui (Albania),  
Elli Schmidt (German Democratic Republic), 
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Louise Ernst (German Democratic Republic, 

Edith Hoschek (Austria),  
Friedel Ledwohn (Western Germany),  
Erna Luzius (Western Germany),  
Leonor Augiar Vazquez (Arentina),  

Tsola Dragoicheva (Bulgaria), 
Rada Todotova (Bulgaria),  
Vera Nacheva (Bulgaria),  
Tsvetana Kiranova (Bulgaria),  

Emilienne Brunfaut (Belgium),  
Marie Guisse (Belgium),  
Cecile Burgos (Belgium),  
Sarah Pascual (Cuba),  
Justina Alvarez (Cuba),  

Candelaria Rogriguez (Cuba),  
Li The-chuan (China),  
Liu Chin-yang (China),  
Bai Lang (China),  

Chi Yun (China),  
Li Kleng (China),  
Pak Den Ai (Korea),  
Kim Sen (Korea),  
Nora K. Rodd (Canada),  

Agnete Ofsen (Denmark),  
Inger Nordentoft (Denmark),  
Irene Falcon (Spain)  
Carmen Pinedo (Spain),  

Helvi Laine (Finland),  
Anna-Lisa Mantykoski (Finland),  
Claudine Chomat (France),  
Francoise Leclercq (France),  
Juliette Dubois (France),  

Nicole Olphandery (France),  
Suzanne Roubakine (France),  
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Simone Bertrand (France),  

Gisèle Joannes (France),  
Avra Partsalidou (Greece),  
Maria Kaline (Greece),  
Elli Alexion (Greece),  

Magda Joboru (Hungary),  
Elisabeth Vas (Hungary),  
Stanislava Zawadecka (Poland),  
Edwarda Orlowska (Poland),  

Nel Boudewyn (Netherlands),  
Nahid Sina Iran),  
Gita Banerjee (India),  
Maria Maddalena Rossi (Italy),  
Carmen Santi (Italy),  

Elsa Bergamacci (Italy),  
Fieorella Della Seta (Italy),  
Luciana Viviani (Italy),  
Norjen Lham (Mongolian People’s Republic),  

Namsraijah (Mongolian People’s Republic), 
Constanta Craciun (Rumania),  
Anna Lungu (Rumania),  
Valéria Melega (Rumania),  
Natalia Scurtu (Rumania),  

Andrea Andreen (Sweden),  
Anezka Hodinova-Spurna (Czechoslovakia), 
 Anna Slechtova ((Czechoslovakia),  
Tonia Tumova (Czechoslovakia),  

Irane Durisova (Czechoslovakia),  
Miluse Svatosova (Czechoslovakia),  
Marie Bernetic (Trieste),  
Nadezhda Parfyonova (U.S.S.R.),  
Lydia Perova (U.S.S.R.),  

Zinaida Gagarina (U.S.S.R.),  
Beatrice S. Johnson U.S.A.),  
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Maria Sierra (Spain),  

Vera Liouic (Yugoslavia),  
Bazilka Marianovic (Yugoslavia),  
Mira Jovanovic (Yugoslavia). 
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On the Participation of the Women’s 
International Democratic Federation and its 

National Organisations in the Campaign for the 
Conclusion of a Pact of Peace among the Five 

Great Powers 
 
 

The Appeal of the World Peace Council for the 
conclusion of a Pact of Peace among the five Great 
Powers represents a new stage in the struggle to 
prevent a new world war and expresses the most 

heartfelt desire of women the world over.  
The national women’s organisations, which eagerly 

responded to this Appeal, have joined the signature 
campaign in support of the Appeal and are helping to 

set up and strengthen local peace committees, 
appointing women signature canvassers, conducting 
explanatory work, etc. They are forming groups of 
women in defence of peace, groups of mothers of 
soldiers and recruits, and so forth.  

The Session of the Executive Committee approves of 
this participation of the national organisations in the 
campaign for a Pact of Peace. It notes, however, that in 
certain capitalist countries the signature campaign has 

not yet been developed to the necessary proportions, 
The Session urges all the national organisations to take 
whatever steps are required to activise their own 
participation in the collection of signatures, setting as 
their goal the endorsement of the World Peace 

Council’s Appeal by the greatest possible number of 
women, and striving everywhere to gather more 
signatures for a Pact of Peace than were collected for 
the Stockholm Appeal. The national organisations must 
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strive to draw new masses of women into the 

campaign—factory and office workers, housewives, 
peasants, and women engaged in the free professions—
as well as women’s organisations not affiliated with the 
Federation.  

To achieve these ends, the Session of the Executive 
Committee recommends the following:  

1. That the work among women to explain the 
importance of the conclusion of a Pact of Peace in the 

matter of preventing war be intensified. All forms of 
graphic, press and oral propaganda should be used for 
this purpose, including radio, the circulation of 
handbills and pamphlets, speeches at meetings, talks 
with small groups of women, and private conversations 

with women at their homes and places of employment, 
exposing the lies and slander spread by the warmongers. 

 2. That the methods that proved valuable in the 
collection of signatures to the Stockholm Appeal, as 

well as the new methods that arise in the course of the 
current campaign, be employed on a more extensive 
scale, These include the organisation of signature 
gathering contests between women’s organisations and 
between the individual active women, collecting 

signatures at market places, in stores, theatres and 
cinemas, at railway stations, in trains, and by making 
the rounds from house to house and from farm to farm, 
and by dedicating special days and weeks to intensified 

canvassing for signatures.  
3. In view of the fact that the success of the 

campaign in support of a Peace Pact depends on how it 
is organised, the Session recommends that the 
experience in a organisation accumulated in the course 

of the Stockholm Appeal signature campaign be fully 
utilised, that instruction conferences of organisers, 
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speakers and signature collectors be held, that the role 

of representatives of women’s organisations in national 
and local peace committees be made more active, and 
that concrete tasks of the national women’s 
organisations in working jointly with all partisans  of 

peace to promote the signature campaign be defined.  
4. The Session of the Executive Committee stresses 

that the signature campaign for a Pact of Peace should 
be conducted in co-operation with women’s 

organisations not affiliated with the Federation. It 
recommends that the national organisations approach 
the leaders of other women’s organisations and 
prominent influential  women with a proposal to work 
jointly not only in the collection of signatures, but also 

in the matter of uniting all women regardless of their 
political convictions and religious beliefs.  

5. The Session of the Executive Committee instructs 
the Secretariat to report in its publications (“Women of 

the World” and “News in Brief”) in a timely and 
systematic manner on the progress of the Peace Pact 
campaign, and also to popularise  the constructive 
experience of the national organisations in the 
collection of signatures in support of the World Peace 

Council’s Appeal. The Session calls upon the national 
organisations to inform the Secretariat of the progress 
of the signature campaign with utmost promptness.  

6. In addition to promoting the signature campaign 

in support of the Peace Pact Appeal the national 
organisations must further activise their work to counter 
concrete measures connected with war preparations in 
their countries. 

7. The Executive Committee recommends that the 

women’s organisations in the countries where the 
collection of signatures for a Pact of Peace has been 
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successfully completed should not regard their task as 

being finished. The Executive Committee urges them to 
continue incessantly to explain to the women the 
danger of war and the need to actively defend the 
cause of peace.  

8. The Session of the Executive Committee calls the 
attention of the national organisations to the fact that 
the reactionaries, frightened by the grows of the peace 
movement and aware of the women’s growing 

prominence in the movement for Peace, are hounding 
and persecuting democratic women’s organisations, 
their leaders and their active rank-and-file members. 
The Session recommends that the national Organisations 
conduct mass campaigns of protest against these 

repressions and in defence of the fighters of peace. 
The Session is confident that the national women’s 

organisations will spare no effort to help, by their 
participation in the campaign for a Pact of Peace, to 

broaden the international women’s movement and 
thereby extend the world-wide peace movement. 

 
 


