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CRITICISM AND SELF-CRITICIM—
METHOD OF TRAINING CADRES 

 
In the present extremely complicated international 

situation, when American-British imperialism has passed 
over from instigating war, from preparing for aggression 
to naked acts of aggression, to open militarisation of 
the entire life of the capitalist countries—the 
Communist and Workers’ Parties are faced with new, 
serious and responsible tasks. Of these, the main task is 
the struggle for peace, the struggle against the military 
gambles of the imperialists. 

In these conditions, the question of further 
strengthening the Communist and Workers’ Parties, of 
adding to their fighting qualities, acquires a truly great 
significance. 

The Communist and Workers’ Parties in the 
capitalist countries tirelessly and consistently defending 
the interests of the working people, indicating to them 
the correct path of struggle, always give careful ear to 
the voice of the broad masses. The Communist and 
Workers’ Parties cannot exist without intimate contact 
with the masses, and they resolutely remove from their 
path all obstacles which may weaken this contact. The 
struggle against unhealthy tendencies in their own 
ranks, against manifestations of sectarianism, against 
smugness, conceit, complacency in relation to mistakes 
and shortcomings,—this above all is what is necessary 
for the continued strengthening and enhancing of the 
role of the Communist and Workers’ Parties. 

Comrade Stalin teaches that a feature of the 
revolutionary Marxist Parties is their critical attitude 
towards shortcomings and mistakes, and the education 
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of cadres in the spirit of criticism and self-criticism. 
Open and principled criticism which knows no 
compromise, absolutely honest and open criticism—this 
is the indispensable prerequisite which guarantees the 
invincibility and vitality of the Parties. The Lenin-Stalin 
teaching on the Party conceives criticism and self-
criticism as a “special method, a Bolshevik method of 
educating cadres for the Party and the working class in 
general in the spirit of revolutionary development,” as 
an “inseparable and a confidently operating weapon in 
the arsenal of Bolshevism, indissolubly linked with the, 
very nature of Bolshevism, with its revolutionary spirit.” 

Revolutionary Marxist Parties, being revolutionary 
through and through, and utterly devoted to the cause 
of the working class, radically differ from the Right-
wing Socialist and reformist parties above all in that 
they openly admit shortcomings and mistakes, 
confidently overcome them, generalise the accumulated 
experience, utilise and widely popularise the best 
models of work.  

The history of the Communist Party of the Soviet 
Union provides a brilliant example of how the 
Bolsheviks, under the guidance of the great leaders of 
the proletariat, Lenin and Stalin, succeeded, with the 
help of the method of Bolshevik criticism and self-
criticism, in educating staunch and tried Party cadres 
ready to tackle and overcome all difficulties. As from an 
inexhaustible spring, the revolutionary proletarian 
Parties draw strength from the rich experience and 
glorious traditions of the Communist Party of the Soviet 
Union, for their development, for their struggle in the 
interests of the working people. 

A striking example of bold application of the 
Bolshevik method of criticism and self-criticism, at all 
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levels, was given by the September Plenum of the 
Central Committee of the French Communist Party at 
which Comrade Maurice Thorez critically analysed 
shortcomings in the work of the Central Committee of 
the French Communist Party. 

Obliging members of the Central Committee to raise 
their theoretical level and to strengthen their ties with 
the Party masses by active participation in the work of 
the Federations, the French Communist Party took an 
important step forward towards eliminating 
shortcomings in carrying out its political line.  

For those Parties in power, criticism and self-
criticism acquire a particularly important significance as 
decisive means of forestalling conceit, arrogance, 
bureaucracy and slackening of revolutionary vigilance 
on the part of individual Party members. Criticism and 
self-criticism, combined with the creative initiative of 
the broad masses of the working people, represent a 
vital motive force of political, economic and cultural 
development of the countries of People’s Democracy, 
marching forward along the path to Socialism. 

Due to immense educational work and, in a number 
of instances, when this was necessary, to intervention 
by leading organs of the Party, an incorrect attitude 
towards criticism in a number of Parties was overcome. 
This was considerably facilitated. by the fact that the 
leading organs of the Parties ruthlessly exposed 
instances of flagrant violation of inner-Party democracy 
and suppression of criticism. 

In Hungary, for instance, as Comrade Rakosi pointed 
out in his speech at the February Plenum of the Central 
Committee of the Hungarian Working People’s Party, 
there were cases when certain Party functionaries 
flagrantly violated inner-Party democracy, applying 
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“dictatorial” methods instead of methods of conviction; 
when certain Party organisations did not hold meetings, 
had no elected organs; when certain Party and trade 
union leaders suppressed criticism on the part of 
working people and even employed methods of 
intimidation towards members of the Party and trade 
unionists. The leaders of the Communist Party of 
Czechoslovakia, of the Communist Party of Bulgaria, the 
Rumanian Workers’ Party and others have denounced 
such practices lime and again. 

A serious shortcoming in developing criticism is that 
it is sometimes general, insufficiently concrete and 
purposeful; that the critics confine themselves to 
relating shortcomings but do not reveal the reasons 
which gave birth to them, and do not point out the ways 
of eliminating them. The participation of non-Party 
activists and the broad sections of the working people in 
developing criticism and self-criticism is stilt 
insufficient. And yet it would be really difficult to over-
estimate the significance of the participation of working 
people in disclosing shortcomings, especially if we take 
into account the fact that ever greater masses are being 
drawn into Socialist emulation, which, as defined by 
Comrade Stalin, is an expression of business-like 
revolutionary self-criticism of the masses, relying on 
the creative initiative of millions of working people. 

A great task in developing criticism and self-
criticism rests with the press. Press disclosure of 
mistakes and shortcomings on the part of individual 
functionaries and organisations, revealed on the basis of 
signals from the working people, does much to promote 
the development of criticism from below. 
Unfortunately, it still happens that the authors of the 
criticism published in the press are persecuted by those 
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criticised instead of being encouraged. The Parties 
cannot reconcile themselves to such an attitude towards 
criticism in the press. The Central Committee of the 
Polish United Workers’ Party adopted a special decision 
in December 1950, obliging all regional district and city 
committees of the Party to respond at once to all 
critical remarks in the press and to punish severely 
those members of the Party who suppress criticism or 
disregard the signals of working people. 

“Frankly admitting a mistake”, teaches V. I. Lenin, 
“ascertaining the reasons for it, analysing the conditions 
which led to it, and thoroughly discussing the means of 
correcting it—that is the earmark of a serious party; 
that is the way it should perform its duties, that is the 
way it should educate and train the class, and then the 
masses.” 

Criticism and self-criticism are as essential to 
proletarian Parities as air and water. Without criticism 
it is impossible to move forward. This truth is pure and 
limpid, as pure and limpid as ‘spring-water, teaches 
Comrade Stalin. Unless all the valves for criticism and 
self-criticism are opened, unless it is made the law of 
life of a Party, the cadres may easily be subjected to 
the fatal effects of complacency. The Bolshevik method 
of education consists precisely in the fact that cadres 
are taught to regard their successes soberly, to see 
shortcomings and quickly eradicate them. 

Cadres grow successfully both politically and 
ideologically if they are taught critically to verify 
themselves. Every Communist must daily summarise the 
results of his work and be exacting towards his short-
comings. Only then will he be able boldly to stand up to 
criticism and only then will his criticism of other 
comrades acquire the greatest effect. 
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Only Parties disposing of tempered cadres, educated 
in the spirit of criticism and sell-criticism, can lead the 
working class and the broadest sections of the working 
people, and successfully solve the tasks confronting 
them. 
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MOVEMENT AGAINST 
REMILITARISATION IN WESTERN 

GERMANY 
 
The policy of re-militarisation concluded in Western 

Germany by the American-British imperialists and their 
lackeys, is being soundly rebuffed by the working 
people. The workers are organising unity of action. 
Joint conferences of Communist and Social-Democratic 
workers took place in Munich, Braunschweig, Oldenburg 
and other towns in Western Germany. These 
conferences decided to take common action in the 
struggle against remilitarisation, for peace and for the 
unity of Germany. 

A committee of struggle for German unity, which 
includes Communists, Social-Democrats and non-Party 
people, was set up in Nuremberg. This Committee has 
addressed Adenauer with the demand for immediate 
negotiations with the Government of the German 
Democratic Republic, on the basis of the proposals 
contained in Otto Grotewohl’s letter. Similar demands 
are reaching Bonn daily from all parts of Western 
Germany. 
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VIGOROUS ACTIVITY BY PEACE 
SUPPORTERS IN ITALY 

 
The Italian Peace Committee has addressed an open 

letter to all members of the Italian Parliament urging 
them to back the Committee in the fight against war 
credits, against the rearming of Italy, for a general 
reduction in armaments, banning of propaganda for a 
new war, and for recognition of the Chinese People’s 
Republic. 

Many local Peace Committees called on the editorial 
boards of newspapers and demanded that the 
newspapers express themselves for defence of peace. In 
Turin the editors of two Right newspapers expressed 
support for a peaceful settlement of the Korean conflict 
and for a meeting of representatives of the five Great 
Powers. 

The Peace Committees also approached the 
municipal councils requesting them to take action 
against the Government’s war credits. On December 29, 
peace supporters in Milan held their first meeting 
devoted to the tasks of the Peace Committees in 
carrying out the decisions of the Warsaw Congress. The 
meeting stressed the necessity of holding hundreds of 
public meetings for (he purpose of considering the basic 
questions of the struggle for peace, and of developing 
work to extend the peace movement and ensure its 
organisational consolidation. The meeting also decided 
to issue a peace partisan’s newspaper. 

A group of art workers in Milan have issued a call to 
all art workers in Italy to hold open public conferences 
for the purpose of discussing questions connected with 
the struggle for peace. 
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As a result of a resolute protest by the people of 
Messina, a news-reel of a Truman speech was taken off 
the screen. 
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POPULARISING DECISIONS OF WARSAW 
CONGRESS IN INDIA 

 
Peace partisans in India are widely popularising the 

decisions of the Second World Peace Congress among 
the broad masses of Indian people. For this purpose the 
“Manifesto to the Peoples of the World” and the 
“Address to United Nations Organisation” are being 
translated into the languages of all the peoples of India 
and will be widely circulated among of them; the 
decisions of the Congress are being discussed at 
meetings and rallies. Political parties, trade unions, 
peasant organisations and cultural associations etc. are 
being drawn into the struggle for peace; Members of 
Parliament, religious workers, prominent cultural and 
public personalities are actively participating in the 
peace movement; the publication and circulation of 
peace literature are being increased; the composition of 
the All-Indian Peace Committee and its activities are 
being extended; the number of the local peace 
committees is growing in cities, factories, villages and 
streets. Peace partisans in India aim at creating a 
network of local peace committees throughout the 
country. The campaign for signatures to the Stockholm 
Appeal is being intensified. 

A “Hands off Korea!” Committee has been 
established in India. Its chairman is Dr. Atal, President 
of the All-Indian Peace Committee. 
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30th ANNIVERSARY OF THE FRENCH 
COMMUNIST PARTY 

 
The 30th Anniversary of the French Communist Party 

was celebrated in conditions of the ever-growing 
movement of the French people against the rebirth of 
the “Wehrmacht” in Western Germany, and against the 
quartering, in Paris, of the foreign staff headed by 
Eisenhower. Numerous meetings and rallies, organised 
in honour of the 30th Anniversary of the Party, in Paris 
and other places were held under the slogan of the 
struggle for peace, bread and democratic liberties. 
Finally, two huge meetings were held: one on December 
27 in the Winter Velodrome in Paris, and the other on 
December 28 in Tours here, 30 years ago, the French 
Communist Party was founded. 

Thirty thousand Parisians, gathered in the Winter 
Velodrome under the chairmanship of Marcel Cachin, 
welcomed, with a moving demonstration of proletarian 
internationalism, the delegations and the messages ot 
greetings from the fraternal Parties. The following 
telegram was received from the Central Committee of 
the Communist Party of the Soviet Union: 

 
“To the Central Committee of the French 
Communist Party 

 
The Central Committee of the Communist Party of 

the Soviet Union extends warm greetings to the 
fraternal French Communist Party on the occasion of its 
30th Anniversary. 

We wish the Communists of France further successes 
in the struggle for a better future for their homeland, 
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for the cause of peace, democracy and Socialism. 
Long live the friendship of the peoples of the Soviet 

Union and France! 
Long live the fraternal French Communist Party! 
 

Central Committee of the 
Communist Party of the 
Soviet Union” 

 
The Central Committee of the French Communist 

Party received messages of greetings from the 
Communist Party of China, the Polish United Workers’ 
Party, the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia, the 
Hungarian Working People’s Party, the Communist Party 
of Bulgaria, the Rumanian Workers’ Party, Albanian 
Party of Labour, Communist Party of Italy, Socialist 
Unity Party of Germany, Communist Party of Germany, 
Communist Party of Austria, Communist Party of the 
U.S.A., British Communist Party, Communist Party of 
Belgium, Communist Party of Holland, Communist Party 
of Luxemburg, Communist. Party of Sweden, Communist 
Party of Denmark, Communist Party of Greece, Spanish 
Communist Party, United Socialist Party of Catalonia, 
Communist Party of Morocco, Communist Party of Tunis, 
Communist Party of Algiers, Labour Progressive Party of 
Canada, Progressive Working People’s Party of Cyprus, 
Communist Party of the Argentine, Communist Party of 
Colombia, Popular Socialist Party of Cuba, Communist 
Party of India, Communist Party of Israel, Mexican 
Communist Party, Communist Party of New Zealand, 
Communist Party of Lebanon, Communist Party of the 
Free Territory of Trieste and others. 

Jacques Duclos, Secretary, French Communist Party, 
spoke at the meeting in Paris. He pointed out that this 
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speech should have been delivered by Maurice Thorez—
General Secretary of the French Communist Party—who 
educated the French Communists in the spirit of 
boundless devotion to the cause of which the great 
Stalin is the embodiment. Expressing confidence that 
Maurice Thorez would soon be back in France 
completely restored to health, Jacques Duclos 
emphasised that the revolutionary working class of 
France had succeeded in creating a powerful Communist 
Party at a time when the agony of bourgeois society is 
intensifying. Enemies of the people, said Duclos, would 
like to get rid of the French Communist Party. But it is 
impossible to destroy a Party which is of the flesh and 
blood of the working class and the people of France. 
After dwelling on the important tasks facing the French 
Communists in their struggle for peace, and against the 
aggression of the imperialists in Viet Nam, and Korea in 
particular, in the struggle against the revival of the 
“Wehrmacht”, Duclos called on all French people, 
irrespective of political conviction and religious belief, 
to unite their efforts with the efforts of the Communists 
to secure the formation, as quickly as possible, of a 
genuine French Government which would pursue a 
national policy—a policy of peace. 

The audience in the Winter Velodrome gave a warm 
welcome to Raymonde Dien, heroine of the struggle for 
peace who was recently released from prison. 
 In connection with its 30th Anniversary, the French 
Communist Party launched a big campaign for new 
members. 1,206 people joined the Party in the Seine 
Department. The campaign has met with considerable 
successes throughout the country. 
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GROWING PEACE MOVEMENT IN 
AUSTRALIA 

 
The decisions of the Second World Peace Congress 

are being discussed at meetings and rallies throughout 
Australia. At these meetings resolutions are being 
adopted urging the Government to stop its policy of 
preparing for a new war. The decisions of the Warsaw 
Congress were unanimously supported by the Newcastle 
Trades and Labour Council. 

Mass meetings have been held at many enterprises 
and towns protesting against the Menzies Government’s 
Conscription Bill, elaborated on orders from 
Washington. The Bill envisages conscripting men 
between 18 and 30. 
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POLAND ADOPTS A LAW IN DFENCE OF 
PEACE 

 
In response to the call of the Second World Peace 

Congress addressed to all parliaments, the Seim of the 
Polish Republic, on December 29, 1950, adopted a 
decision on the proposals of the Congress and a law for 
defence of peace. The decision points out that the 
Second World Peace Congress expressed the will of the 
peoples of all countries to struggle for peace, a struggle 
which can frustrate the aggressive designs of the 
warmongers. This Congress rendered a great service to 
mankind by elaborating the programme of safeguarding 
peace. The Seim solemnly declared that all Polish 
people would give active support to the World Peace 
Council and its activities aimed at safeguarding peace, 
at strengthening and developing peaceful co-operation 
and at restoring confidence between all countries, 
regardless of their system. 

The law for defence of peace points out that 
propaganda and preparation for a new war are the 
greatest menace to the peaceful co-operation of 
peoples and a crime against the homeland and all 
mankind. Anyone who verbally or in writing, in the press 
or radio, through the cinema or by any other means; 
engages in war propaganda, incites to war, who fights 
against the peace movement or slanders it,—commits a 
crime against peace and is liable to be sentenced to a 
term of up to 15 years imprisonment. 
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CALL  OF POLITIAL COMMITTEE, BRITISH 
COMMUNIST PARTY 

 
On December 28, the Political Committee of the 

British Communist Party issued a statement addressed 
to members of the Party and to all lovers of peace. The 
statement denounces the Brussels decisions and, in 
particular, the decision to rearm Western Germany. 

The Political Committee calls for the greatest effort 
to arouse the entire Labour movement and all lovers of 
peace for struggle against the Brussels decisions; for a 
united and democratic Germany and a peace treaty, 
followed by the withdrawal of all occupation forces; for 
the fulfilment of the Anglo-Soviet Alliance; for an end 
to the war in Korea and the admission of People’s China 
to the United Nations. 

The Political Committee calls upon the British 
Government to enter at once into new negotiations with 
the Soviet Union to reach these peaceful aims and also 
to break with the Atlantic Pact and the American war 
policy. 

The Political Committee calls upon all organisations 
of the Communist Party to hold immediate discussions 
on the statement and to plan campaigns in their areas 
with a view to converting it into a national campaign 
against the rearmament of Western Germany and the 
war policy of the British and American Governments. 

 
 
 



21 
 

15th NATIONAL CONVENTION OF 
COMMUNIST PARTY OF U.S. 

 
The 15th National Convention of the Communist 

Party of the United States took place in New York on 
December 28-31. 

Gus Hall, Secretary of the National Committee, 
delivered the main political report. 

Dwelling on the growing danger of war, Hall 
declared that the aggressive policy of the ruling circles 
in the United States is now experiencing a crisis and 
that the international peace camp has inflicted a series 
of heavy blows and defeats on the camp of war. The 
forces of peace, said Hall, are more powerful than the 
forces of war. 

Hall further stressed the growth of the movement in 
defence of peace among the broad masses in the U.S.A. 
The overwhelming majority of the people, he said, take 
a sombre view in respect to America’s foreign policy 
and are revising their attitude towards the leadership of 
the country. To-day in our country, declared Hall, great 
anxiety is observed among the masses. Our people are 
pondering over their difficult position and are seeking a 
way out of the situation. 

Referring to American aggression in Korea, Hall said 
that six months have elapsed since American 
imperialism had entered upon the new phase of its 
crusade for enslaving the world. Already thousands of 
American youth are numbered among the dead. Tens of 
thousands of young men have been maimed for life. 

At present, continued Hall, a new and, probably, 
more serious and dangerous hotbed of war provocations 
is rising in Western Germany. This is becoming clear 
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from the haste with which Western Europe is arming, 
particularly the equipping and formation of a new 
German Nazi army. The Brussels meeting, continued 
Hall, was a war council, a gathering which prepared the 
way for a highly dangerous war provocation. The 
American people must be made aware of the existence 
of this most dangerous and serious hotbed of war which 
Wall Street is creating and fomenting. 

Referring to the large-scale militarisation in the 
United States, Hall emphasized that the insane drive to 
war is worsening the living conditions of the American 
working people. The warmongers, he declared, are 
demanding ever greater sacrifices from workers, 
Negroes and the farmers. They are insisting on reducing 
and freezing wages, on higher prices and unrestricted 
profits. They are seeking to place an even greater share 
of the tax burden on the low income groups of the 
population. At the same time, they are destroying the 
rights guaranteed by the Constitution and the Bill of 
Rights, and are facilitating the swift development of 
fascism. 

Concluding his report, Hall submitted the following 
programme for consideration by Convention: to intensify 
measures aimed at rallying the people in the struggle 
for peace; to help the broad masses in their struggle 
against the fatal consequences of the ever-growing 
militarisation of the economy, in the struggle against 
high rent, soaring prices, taxes and exploitation of 
labour; to intensify the struggle for democracy, against 
fascism, against the reactionary Smith Act, the 
McCarran Act and others; to bend every effort in the 
struggle for Negro rights, to root out chauvinism, to 
ensure the right of Negroes to work and homes; to 
strengthen the ranks of the Communist Party. 
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The Convention received messages of greeting from 
all fraternal Communist Parties and from many trade 
unions and working people’s organisations. 

The greeting from the Central Committee of the 
Communist Party of the Soviet Union reads:  

 
 “To the Fifteenth Convention of the 
Communist Party of the United States of America. 
 
The Central Committee of the Communist Party of 

the Soviet Union sends fraternal greetings to the 
Fifteenth Convention of the Communist Party of the 
United States of America. 

We wish the Communist Party of the U.S.A. success 
in its struggle against reaction, for the vital interests 
and rights of the working class, of all working people in 
the United States of America, for the ideological 
strengthening of the Party ranks, for lasting peace 
among the peoples. 

May international solidarity of the working people 
strengthen in the struggle for peace, democracy and 
Socialism. 

Long live the friendship of the peoples of the United 
States of America and the Soviet Union! 

Long live the United States of Communist Party of 
the America! 

       
Central Committee of the 
Communist Party of the 
Soviet Union” 

 
On the second day of the Convention, reports were 

delivered by Williamson, Trade Union Secretary, 
Winston, Organising Secretary, and by Benjamin Davies, 
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member of the National Committee. 
These reports, and the discussion which followed, 

stressed that the· policy of preparing for war pursued by 
the U.S. Government, is resulting in a further lowering 
of the living standard of the American people and in 
restricting civil rights. 

Williamson pointed out that the “state of 
emergency” proclaimed by Truman is a blow aimed 
directly against the workers and trade unions. It pursues 
the aim of preventing, and when necessary, of stopping 
strikes, as is evident from the experience of the 
railwaymen. It will signify freezing and, actually, the 
curtailing of wages, as the workers in the automobile 
industry are already aware. 

Williamson gave a number of examples showing the 
growing determination of the working masses, 
particularly in heavy industry, to defend their economic 
interests and their trade union organisations. The 
working people, he said, are beginning to understand 
ever more clearly the connection between these 
matters and the question of war. 

 Winston dwelt in detail on the persecutions against 
the Communist Party in the past two and a half years. 
These persecutions, he said, were   severe trial which 
not only the Communists, but also the majority of the 
American anti-fascists and progressives successfully 
withstood. 

The Foley Square trial showed clearly, said Winston, 
that every attempt by workers, and particularly 
Communist workers, to organise, is regarded as a 
“crime” by the monopolists.  

Exposing the slander which alleges that the 
American Communist Party is an organisation of “foreign 
agents”, Winston stated that U.S. Communists are 
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agents of the American working class and the people 
whose immediate and vital interests they defend. The 
internationalism of Communists, said Winston, is the 
internationalism working class, an internationalism 
which unites, in the struggle for a common cause, the 
peoples of all countries, irrespective of religious belief 
or colour of skin, who long for peace and uphold peace.  
This has nothing in common with the “internationalism” 
of monopolies and cartels whose foreign agents hustle 
around the globe, engage in espionage and undermining 
work, and openly organise coups and counter-
revolutionary revolts. 

The final session of the Convention re-elected the 
National Committee of the Party: William Footer, 
Eugene Dennis, Benjamin Davies, John Gates, Gil Green, 
Gus Hall, Irving Potash, Jack Stachel, Robert Thomson, 
John Williamson, Henry Winston, Carl Winter and 
Elizabeth Gurley Flynn. The Convention also elected 
nine deputy-members of the National Committee. 

At a mee1ing of the National Committee, Foster was 
elected Chairman; Dennis, General Secretary; Hall, 
Secretary of the Committee; Winston, Organising 
Secretary and Williamson, Trade Union Secretary; 
Convention approved the elections. 
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ORGANISING UNIFIED AGRICULTURAL 
CO-OPERATIVES IN SLOVAKIA. Stefan 

Bastovansky, Communist Party of 
Slovakia 

 
The basic tasks of the Communist Party of 

Czechoslovakia were formulated, at the Ninth Party 
Congress and at the plenary session of its Central 
Committee in February 1950. These historic decisions of 
the supreme organs of the Party also pointed the way 
for the Socialist reorganisation of the Slovak countryside 
and opened up prospects of unparalleled, joyful 
development and prosperity. The Ninth Congress of the 
Communist Party of Slovakia concretised these tasks in 
their application to Slovak conditions and contributed to 
their speedier solution. 

Comrade Gottwald, speaking at the Ninth Congress 
of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia said: “We 
must get the small and middle peasant to take the side 
of Socialism and isolate the rural rich... The basic 
method of all our policy and our work in the countryside 
is that of visual conviction and active participation by 
broad sections of the poor and middle peasants in the 
work. Alliance of the workers and the main mass of 
working peasantry is the necessary prerequisite for 
switching the countryside to Socialism.” 

Carrying out these clear and correct instructions, 
the Party achieved considerable success in the 
countryside. Speaking at a meeting in Lisen, near Brno, 
on December 3, 1950, Comrade Gottwald appraised the 
results of the summer agricultural campaign throughout 
Czechoslovakia as the beginning of a turning point in 
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organising unified agricultural co-operatives. 
A similar situation prevails in the Slovak countryside. 
 

I. 
 
In February 1950, Slovakia counted 767 unified 

agricultural co-operatives (U.A.C.) and 488 preparatory 
committees for the establishment of U.A.C. Only a few 
cooperatives of the higher type existed. Joint spring 
work was organised in approximately 400 co-operatives. 

The number of co-operatives practising collective 
work grew considerably alter harvesting. By November 
25, Slovakia had 1,383 co-operatives, i.e. 41.2 per cent 
of all rural villages had co-operatives and, if the 
preparatory committees be taken into account, the 
number of rural villages with co-operatives numbered 
1,888, i.e., 56.2 per cent. The number of higher type 
co-operatives increased to 780 by November 21, 1950, 
embracing 23.2 per cent of the rural villages in 
Slovakia. Their cultivated land amounted approximately 
to 225,000 hectares, i.e. about 14 per cent of all the 
arable land. These co-operatives have, in addition, 
82,654 hectares of posture land. In addition to these 
higher type cooperatives, spring work was carried out 
by 251 of type 1 co-operatives, 247 of which pooled 
labour in sowing an area of 22,450 hectares, while 
preserving the boundaries between the fields. 

The growing membership is also convincing proof of 
the successful development of rural co-operation in 
February 1950, the cooperatives in Slovakia had a 
membership of 71,000 and by November 25, 127,000; 
hundreds of small and middle peasants are joining 
weekly. Of this number, approximately one-third—just 
over 42,000—decided to till the land collectively and 
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have a common management. Many co-operatives unite 
all the small and middle peasants in their respective 
villages.  

The autumn sowing yielded further positive results. 
Despite many difficulties, the co-operatives, in the 
main, successfully coped with their tasks. Compared 
with harvesting, plans were adhered to more strictly 
and, out in nearly all co-operatives, work was carried 
out on the basis of labour teams. 

Another important factor is that the co-operatives, 
particularly the higher type, carried out most 
thoroughly all the agro-technical measures aimed at 
increasing yields. Nine hundred and forty-one co-
operatives signed contracts with State machine-and-
tractor depots and 766 co-operatives exchanged their 
own seed for selected seed. The quickly carried out and 
well-organised ploughing, sowing with selected seed, 
correct use of artificial fertilisers—all these factors 
create the prerequisites for higher yields in the co-
operatives as compared with the private sector. The 
new land arrangement, which makes it possible to 
plough up the boundaries between the fields, to 
increase the crop area and to carry out successful joint 
sowing, was adopted in 716 co-operatives. 

The progress achieved since spring testifies that 
much work was done in setting up agricultural co-
operatives, that the idea of co-operative, Socialist 
reorganisation of agriculture triumphantly penetrated 
into remote villages in Slovakia and became firmly 
rooted there. The fact that 735 co-operatives have 
ploughed up the field boundaries is irrefutable proof 
that the Socialist reorganisation of the Slovak 
countryside has passed from the stage of propaganda to 
that of actual realisation. 
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All these successes were achieved in arduous and 
stubborn struggle against the class enemy. The kulaks 
and their accomplices spared no effort to prevent the 
successful establishment of the co-operatives and the 
creation of a new, happy life in the Slovak countryside. 
First, they had to break up the co-operatives by means 
of provocations and slander. When this failed they 
began in many places to express pseudo agreement with 
the idea of co-operation, tried to get into the co-
operatives, to foment strife, and discontent and smash 
them from within. Suffering defeat here too, the class 
enemy went to the length of encroaching on the 
property of the co-operatives; they even made attempts 
on the lives of co-operative officials. 

However, by these criminal acts, the kulaks only 
exposed themselves still more and became isolated 
from the small and middle peasants. The workers in the 
co-operatives are becoming more tempered, 
experienced and steadfast in the struggle against the 
perfidious class enemy. 

The alliance between the working class and the 
small and middle peasants is gaining greater strength in 
the struggle for the Socialist reorganisation of the 
countryside. Patronage by industrial enterprises 
effectively helped to convince the small and middle 
peasants of the superiority of large-scale co-operative 
production. The enterprises aided the co-operatives, 
sending specialists to the villages, and carrying out 
political and cultural work etc. 

These excellent results would have been impossible 
without selfless work on the part of Party organisations. 
Party functionaries and rank and file members are 
learning to agitate and convince the small and middle 
peasants, to pave the way for co-operatives in more and 



30 
 

more villages. In this complicated work, carried out in 
conditions of sharpening class struggle, the political 
level of our organisations is being raised, new cadres 
mature, their experience and knowledge become more 
profound and new talent develops. 

 
II. 

 
Naturally, numerous difficulties are encountered in 

the work and there are real shortcomings. Above all, 
attempts are still being made to substitute the method 
of patient conviction by administrative measures. In 
many villages, political work slackened after summer 
field work and in its place, Party members tried to 
apply administrative means. In some villages the 
redivision and unification of the land were not 
thoroughly discussed with the small and middle 
peasants; these comrades decided that it was enough to 
issue instructions about attaching the fields after the 
redivision. The result was that the peasants of these 
villages refused to accept the land newly allotted to 
them. 

In some places Party functionaries looked on the 
small and middle peasants who did not at once, 
unhesitatingly, respond to the call to join the co-
operatives, as enemies. Sometimes the middle peasant 
was branded a kulak. The Party adopted sharp measures 
against these and other incorrect tendencies. 

Insufficient vigilance in relation to the class enemy 
is a serious political blunder. One still finds kulaks and 
traders who have penetrated into the leadership of the 
co-operatives. In some villages the peasants cannot 
make up their minds to expel such elements from the 
cooperative because of their alleged prestige. 
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Experience shows, however, that wherever the 
Communists found a correct way of exposing and 
eliminating the kulaks, they were accorded 
wholehearted approval and active assistance from the 
small and middle peasants. 

In those places where political work is slack, where 
there is no systematic striving to convince the peasants, 
where the co-operatives are not given effective aid, 
there have been instances of hesitation by co-operative 
members to go over to joint field work and of actually 
refusing to do so. There were cases when some 
members of co-operative went to work in industry on 
the eve of the autumn sowing season.  

The fact that the number of co-operatives of the 
higher type is still very small and that approximately 
one-half of these co-operatives failed to draw in the 
majority of the small and middle peasants in their 
respective villages, is a serious shortcoming. 

There is an unhealthy and dangerous tendency on 
the part of members of some co-operatives to isolate 
themselves from the other small and middle peasants in 
the village. In some instances, members of the higher 
type co-operatives refused admittance to peasants on 
the ground that it was too late to carry out re-division 
of the land. These pretexts often screen speculative 
intentions to ensure for the smaller number of 
cooperative members larger incomes from the land 
assigned to them. 

Finally, there are co-operatives which develop no 
activity at all. Many co-operatives of the first type do 
not adhere to plans, carrying out joint work only on land 
received from the State and not on peasant land. 

The fact that, in the higher type co-operatives, 
labour organisation and remuneration for work still 
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remain at the primary stage, is another serious 
shortcoming. Only 280 co-operatives make payments on 
the basis of work-day units; 204 pay on the basis of 
hourly rates. In many co-operatives, remuneration for 
labour was not subjected to thorough discussion. Some 
cooperatives keep an approximate account of work 
performed, and some co-operatives of the first type, 
none at all. 

Special attention must be devoted to remuneration 
for labour. Early in December, dozens of co-operatives 
had not settled accounts for harvesting and not even for 
spring work. There were instances when peasants 
settled accounts privately, utterly unaware that 
remuneration for labour in the framework of the            
co-operative is carried out on the basis of a general and 
uniform principle. 

The most common shortcoming in labour 
organisation is that the work-groups are unstable, that 
they constantly fluctuate in number and composition. 
Often they are composed of 5-6 members and it is 
impossible to assign to them large field sections for any 
length of time. 

Collective live-stock-raising is still undeveloped. At 
the moment, the co-operatives are building sheds for 
their stock: 335 cooperatives have adapted 
approximately 600 premises to accommodate 20,000 
head of cattle. 

 
III. 

 
The main task, at present, is to consolidate the 

results achieved, to strengthen the co-operatives from 
within and to improve their work. We must devote close 
attention to strengthening the co-operatives 
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economically. 
For the purpose of ensuring sound finances which, in 

the words of Comrade Slansky, is the condition for good 
management in co-operatives, a uniform bookkeeping 
system has been introduced as from January 1, 1951. 
Simultaneously, we are striving to get all co-operatives 
to settle all outstanding accounts for labour, to assess 
all expenditure and income and draw up a balance-
sheet for 1950. Book-keepers are being trained for work 
in co-operatives. 

Another important task is the building of sheds for 
the livestock owned in common, and the organisation of 
collective stock breeding. We must patiently explain 
matters to co-operative members, above all, to the 
members of the higher type co-operatives, help them 
begin construction of cowsheds, adapting old premises 
for the purpose. 

The winter period must be utilised to teach co-
operative members the basis of Socialist organisation of 
labour so that when spring work begins they can have 
solid labour teams with permanent areas assigned to 
them and who will constitute solid labour units. Co-
operative employees must be taught to keep a strict 
account of work done and to ensure, in accordance with 
Socialist principles, remuneration for labour on the basis 
of correctly elaborated production norms, 

By drawing up annual production plans and labour 
plans in the higher type co-operatives, by planning 
spring work in the fields and signing contracts with the 
machine-and-tractor depots, co-operative management 
can be strengthened and conditions created for reaping 
a bumper harvest. 

We shall strive to draw into the higher type co-
operatives the overwhelming majority of the working 
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peasantry. 
A prerequisite for further successful organisation of 

co-operatives is better political work by the Party; Party 
organs should always display solicitude for the co-
operatives and activise the Party branches in the 
countryside. The State farm machine-and-tractor 
depots, patronage enterprises and the organs of the 
People’s administration, must also tender more 
effective and consistent help. The machine-and-tractor 
depots, in particular, must improve their work: during 
the winter months they must thoroughly repair 
machinery and prepare politically and technically for 
work. 

In many co-operatives, it is essential to verify and 
improve the composition of the boards, to remove 
incapables and concealed class enemies. 

In view of the fact that, in Slovakia, there are 
numerous mountain districts and that, in the past, the 
so-called “urbariatov” system (communal pasture) 
prevailed there, special attention must be devoted to 
the use of pasture lands and meadows. 

The serious tasks confronting us in the sphere of 
reorganising the Slovak countryside impose on us the 
urgent duty of training cadres. Economic and cultural 
development in the Slovak countryside, the sharp rise in 
the standard of living of the small and middle peasant, 
and the struggle for a new way of life, have facilitated 
the growth of many able workers. The cooperative 
movement and the struggle against the class enemy are 
inculcating new qualities in people; the new Socialist 
man is making his appearance in the Slovak countryside. 
But this development must not be left to change, the 
moulding of new people must proceed in a purposeful 
way, care must be displayed for new cadres and their 
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education must be organised. During the winter months, 
a broad plan will be put into operation for training 
leading cooperative functionaries and specialists. 

The supplies of agricultural machinery and other 
articles received from Czech factories are most helpful 
for the mechanisation and Socialist reorganisation of 
agriculture in Slovakia. This makes it possible to speed 
up the development of the Slovak countryside and, 
simultaneously, contributes to the further consolidation 
of the indissoluble brotherhood of the Czech and Slovak 
peoples in laying the foundations of Socialism. During 
the 1950 harvesting, Slovakia had  1,500 binders and 
more than 3,400 tractors, whereas, in 1949, we had 
only 300 binders and less than 1,900 tractors. 

 
* 

 
The experience of Soviet collective farmers is a 

treasure-house of knowledge, vital for co-operative 
construction, The peasant delegation which visited the 
Soviet Union is rendering immense political assistance in 
the matter of organising co-operatives, in combating 
prejudice, backwardness and the deliberate lies of 
reaction and also in the struggle for the creation of a 
new, Socialist countryside. The delegates are helping to 
improve agriculture in Slovakia, to increase yields, 
productivity of cattle and to apply the new scientific 
methods of agro-biology and agro-technique. 

The victory of the glorious Soviet Army over Hitlerite 
Germany brought the peasant in Slovakia not only 
national liberation and emancipation from the fascist 
yoke, but also a new, better life, an unheard of 
economic and cultural development and the prospect of 
a bright future. Due to the all-round aid which the 
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Soviet Union—the first country of Socialism—is rendering 
Czechoslovakia, which is now building Socialism, the 
well-being and happiness of the Slovak peasant are 
growing; he has greater confidence in himself, greater 
love for his country and, shoulder to shoulder with the 
working class, he is firmly resolved to build Socialism 
and fight for peace throughout the world. 
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EXCHANGE OF EXPERIENCE IN PARTY 
WORK 

 

CONCERNING THE IDEOLOGICAL 
STRENGTHENING OF THE SOCIALIST UNITY 

PARTY OF GERMANY. Fred Oelssner, Member, 
Politburo, Central Committee, Socialist Unity 

Party of Germany 
 
When, after the fusion of the Communist and Social 

Democratic Parties in the spring of 1946, the Socialist 
Unity Party of Germany was formed, it was far from 
being a militant Marxist-Leninist Party. Only an 
insignificant section of the Party workers was 
acquainted with the teachings of Marx-Engels-Lenin-
Stalin; the majority of the 1,300,000 members had 
practically no idea of scientific Socialism. Hence, at its 
very first meeting on May 14, 1946, the Central Board of 
the Party elected at the inaugural Congress, adopted a 
decision on “Creating a system of Party education in the 
Socialist Unity Party”. This decision laid the foundation 
for wide-scale ideological work within the Party.  

In the initial stage—approximately before the 
summer of 1948—attention was focussed mainly on 
acquainting the rank and file of the Party and its 
activists with the general basis of Marxism-Leninism, on 
popularising within the Party the basic works of Marx, 
Engels, Lenin and Stalin and on studying them. 
However, propaganda work in the Socialist Unity Party 
of Germany at this stage still suffered from a number of 
shortcomings. The Party was then still unable to 
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elaborate a clear attitude to the past of the German 
working-class movement and to utilise properly the 
experience of the C.P.S.U. (B). This made it difficult to 
surmount the tendencies of Social-Democratism and 
nationalism which existed in the Party. 

The Socialist Unity Party of Germany was greatly 
assisted in overcoming these shortcomings by the 
Resolution of the Information Bureau of Communist and 
Workers’ Parties. Concerning the Situation in the 
Communist Party of Yugoslavia” The Central Board of 
the Socialist Unity Party discussed this Resolution on 
September 15, 1948, and drew lessons from it for the 
German working class. The Resolution of the 
Information Bureau helped the Party to overcome the 
harmful nationalist theories about a specific German 
path to Socialism and to raise Party propaganda to a 
higher level. The same Plenum of the Central Board 
adopted the resolution: “The November Revolution and 
its lessons for the German working-class movement”. 
This resolution showed clearly, for the first time in the 
history of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany the 
treacherous role played by the Right Social Democratic 
leaders in 1914 and 1918, and the following conclusion 
was drawn: 

“... the revolutionary and progressive movement in 
Germany and in all other countries can triumph only if 
there exists close contact with the U.S.S.R., the first 
Socialist State and reliable bulwark of peace, and also 
by fully recognising the leading role of the C.P.S.U. (B), 
confirmed by fifty years of historical experience, and of 
the Soviet Union which it heads.” 

This decision of the Central Board of the Party 
opened a new stage in the ideological development of 
the Socialist Unity Party of Germany. Directly after the 
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Plenum of the Central Board, the Central Secretariat 
adopted on September 20, 1948, the decision: “for 
closer study of the Short Course of the History of the 
Communist Party of the Soviet Union (Bolsheviks)”. 

This position facilitated the ideological growth of 
the Socialist Unity Party. While studying the history of 
the C.P.S.U. (B), members of the Party simultaneously 
studied Marxism-Leninism in action and acquired a solid 
basis for correctly solving complicated problems of the 
working-class movement in Germany. In addition, the 
study of the history of the C.P.S.U. (B) helped Party 
members and non-Party people to understand the 
complicated question of the national struggle of the 
German people. The resolution of the Central Board of 
the Party on October 4, 1949, “The National Front of 
Democratic Germany and the Socialist Unity Party of 
Germany” elaborated on foe basis of the teachings of 
Lenin-Stalin on the national question, was quickly taken 
up by the Party, thanks to profound study of the history 
of the C.P.S.U. (B). 

Most significant for the ideological consolidation of 
our Party was the campaign in connection with the 70th 
birthday of Comrade Stalin. Public lectures on the life 
and work of Comrade Stalin, describing the part he 
played in elaborating different questions of the theory 
and practice of Marxism, were read throughout the 
Republic. Special emphasis was laid on the aid Comrade 
Stalin rendered in creating the Party of a new type in 
Germany, the Party for which Comrade Ernst Thalmann 
taught so stubbornly during the Weimar Republic. The 
twelve conditions necessary for the creation of the 
Party of a new type, developed by Comrade Stalin in 
1925 the work “The Perspectives of the Communist 
Party of Germany and on Bolshevisation” were also 
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widely popularised. This helped us greatly to overcome 
Social-Democratism, in understanding the role of the 
Party and in acquainting the rank and file of the Party 
with the Bolshevik teaching on the Party.  

A outstanding event in the life of the Socialist Unity 
Party was the appearance in the German language of 
the first volumes of the works of J. V. Stalin. These 
volumes contain numerous works by Comrade Stalin, 
hitherto unpublished in German.  

The preparations for, and the holding of, the Third 
Parry Congress, and the elections held on October 15, 
1950, greatly facilitated the ideological strengthening of 
the Party. In May, there appeared the draft resolution                                                                 
of the Party Congress. This draft was widely discussed 
at numerous Party meetings, conferences and in the 
press. A persistent struggle was waged against the 
remnants of Social Democratism, against the influences 
of nationalism and cosmopolitanism and also against 
tendencies towards bourgeois objectivism. Criticism and 
self-criticism were employed throughout the Party. The 
Party members saw for themselves that criticism and 
self-criticism are a most important law for the 
development of the Party of a new type. 

Soon after the Third Congress, the new Central 
Committee, at its meeting of August 24, considered the 
matter of the relations of a number of formerly 
responsible Party functionaries with the American 
intelligent service and decided to expel them from the 
Party. The detailed decision of the Central Committee, 
in this connection, was discussed in all Party branches. 
In the course of the discussion, broad masses of the 
Party members deeply realised the danger of 
carelessness in ideological questions and the essential is 
class vigilance. The ideological unity and solidarity of 
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the Party found expression in unanimous approval of the 
Central Committee’s resolution. Although enemies of 
the Party sought desperately to make political capital 
out of this fact and trumpeted loudly about a Party 
crisis, there was no sign of confusion or vacillation when 
this question was discussed in the Party. On the 
contrary, the Party demonstrated unity around its 
Central Committee.  

The election campaign that followed the Congress 
consolidated the bonds between the Party members and 
the non-Party masses. During propaganda work among 
the masses, Party members tested their ideological 
weapon in practice and learnt how to apply the 
knowledge accumulated in the course of propaganda 
work for the purpose of convincing the masses. And the 
remarkable victory won by the democratic forces in the 
elections of October 15, 1950, was proof of this.  

We, however, are well aware that there are still a 
number of defects and shortcomings in the ideological 
work of the Party which must be overcome by means of 
further improvement in propaganda work. For example, 
precisely during the pre-election struggle we had ample 
proof of the words spoken by Lenin in 1920, that “…the 
backward masses of the workers and, to a still greater 
degree, of the small peasants in Western Europe, are 
much more strongly imbued with bourgeois-democratic 
and parliamentary prejudices than they are in Russia”. 

These  prejudices still exist also in our Party. For 
example, certain Party members doubted the 
democratic nature of our elections since we contested 
the election with a single list of the National Front of 
democratic Germany and because, on many occasions, 
workers openly showed for whom they were voting. 
These Party members do not understand, as yet, that 
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the essence of democracy is expressed, not so much in 
election technique as in the democratic nature of the 
State system. They have not yet realised that our anti-
fascist democratic system constitutes a democracy of a 
higher type than bourgeois democracy, since the 
participation of the masses in the elections was not 
confined only to voting, but was expressed also in 
discussing the lists of candidates at public meetings 
when not a few candidates who did not enjoy the 
confidence of the masses had their names removed from 
the lists. This democratic character was expressed also 
in the fact that in the foreground of the pre-election 
campaign there were such vital questions for the masses 
as the struggle for peace, the democratic unity of 
Germany and for achieving a higher and stable living 
standard for the working people by fulfilling the Five-
Year Plan. 

In keeping with the decision reached by the Central 
Board on June 2-3, a decision ratified by the Third 
Congress of the Party, the first unified academic year 
began in the Socialist Unity Party on November 1. 
Following the experience of the Communist Party of the 
Soviet Union (B), over 1,200,000 members and 
candidate members of the Socialist Unity Party and non-
Party people are engaged in Party study based on 
programmes varying according to ideological level. The 
essential thing in all this study system is that at all 
levels—from elementary political school to the Higher 
Party School—the “Short Course of the History of the 
CPSU (B)” is the basis of the curriculum. In an address 
to the new students entering the Higher Party School, 
Comrade Wilhelm Pieck, Chairman of the Party, 
outlined the immediate aim of these schools. He stated 
that it is necessary now to train leaders of a new type—
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the Bolshevik type. 
At the present time, a study atmosphere has been 

created in the Party. Now the attention of the Party 
must be directed to maintaining and developing this 
desire for study on the part of members and candidate 
members by means of constant guidance and control.  A 
successful academic year will give added ideological 
strength to the Party and will enable it to carry out, 
even better, its great tasks in the struggle for peace, 
democratic unity of Germany and fulfilment of the Five-
Year Plan. 
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INSTITUTE FOR TRAINING SCIENTIFIC 
CADRES UNDER THE CENTRAL 

COMMITTEE OF POLISH UNITED 
WORKERS’ PARTY. Adam Szaff, Director, 

Institute for Training Scientific Cadres 
 
The 4th Plenum of the Central Committee of the 

Polish United Workers Party raised before the Party and 
the State, before the higher educational 
establishments, the question of training cadres. 

Stressing the importance of this problem in his 
report to the Plenum, Comrade Bierut said: “The 
progress of the entire system of training cadres for 
economic institutions as well as for meeting 
requirements in all spheres of life in our country is 
hampered to a considerable extent by the present state 
of things in relation to cadres and by shortcomings in 
the system of study in the higher educational 
establishments. The great efforts which our People’s 
State is devoting to developing higher schools training 
cadres of the new intelligentsia, are not yet producing 
results corresponding to the generous funds allotted for 
this purpose. The root of the trouble lies in deficient 
organisation in the work of the higher educational 
establishments, in the inadequate number of trained 
cadres possessing a clear modern, scientific outlook”. 

The paucity of scientific workers—Marxists in the 
higher educational establishments of Poland—is, 
historically, quite understandable and easily explained. 
Lack of qualified teaching personnel seriously 
handicapped the development of scientific life in the 
educational establishments and the more so in those 
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catering for the humanities, This is evident from the 
work oi our higher educational institutes to date. The 
change that has taken place in the ideological 
framework of higher education is the outcome not only 
of the considerable change in the social composition of 
the student body; it is due also to the changed attitude 
of the teaching personnel, and this in turn depends, in 
the first place, on the influx into the higher educational 
institutes of the new Marxist, politically tested tutorial 
and scientific cadres. 

A special Institute has been set up in accordance 
with a decision of the Central Committee to train such 
cadres. 

The task of this Institute is to train young scientific 
workers—Marxist cadres for pedagogical and scientific 
work in the higher educational establishments (general 
and Party), and for research institutes. 

The Institute has three faculties: Philosophy, 
History, and Political Economy. Each faculty has a 
number of Chairs and each student specialises in one of 
these Chairs. The Philosophy Faculty has seven 
specialised Chairs, History has four while Political 
Economy has three. 

Requirements for students are: not less than four 
years Party membership, a higher education and ability 
to engage in scientific work.  

The course is of three years duration. The third year 
is devoted to independent scientific research which 
enables the student to qualify for his Doctor’s degree. 

Study is modelled on the pattern followed in the 
Academy of Social Sciences under the Central 
Committee of C.P.S.U. (B). In a few years hence, when 
the Institute is really on its feet and has acquired its 
own experience, it will be reorganised into an Academy 
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of Social Sciences under the Central Committee of the 
Polish United Workers’ Party. 

The period of study is divided into two stages: 
coaching the student for independent scientific work 
and performing scientific work. During the first stage, 
which lasts two years, the student attends a certain 
number of lectures and works in two seminar groups 
(dialectical materialism and the subject in which he is 
specialising and also brushes up his knowledge of two 
foreign languages. Main stress, however, is laid on 
independent work connected with preparations for the 
final examinations. This work is done under the 
guidance of the tutor. Each student, from the very 
outset, is attached to a science tutor. The tutor helps 
the student in his work and is responsible to the 
Institute authorities for his progress. In addition, the 
student is entitled to individual and group consultations 
on the subject of his speciality.  

During the second stage (third year), the post 
graduate, under the guidance of his professor, writes his 
dissertation. 

A component part of the work of the post graduate 
during his study is constant Party work which keeps him 
in close touch with the political life of the country, and 
also individual pedagogical work (lectures) in other 
educational establishments. 

The fact that Marxist theoretical cadres will be 
concentrated in this Institute imposes serious 
obligations on it. The point is that the scientific work of 
the students should be part of the whole scientific work 
of the teaching personnel and should serve the cause of 
developing the country along the road to Socialism. 
Naturally, the programme of the Institute cannot but 
include subjects connected with the individual desires 
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of the students. However, the leading link in the 
scientific work of the Institute will be the working out 
of the ideological problems connected with building 
Socialism in Poland and developing the progressive 
traditions of Polish science. 

During the current academic year, Chairs of the 
Foundations of Marxism-Leninism were inaugurated in 
all higher educational institutes which further 
complicated the difficult problem of providing these 
Chairs with tutors. In agreement with the Ministry of 
Higher Schools and Science a consultation centre and 
refresher courses for tutors teaching the foundations of 
Marxism-Leninism were opened in the Institute. The 
Institute undertook similar obligations in relation to the 
Chairs of Political Economy in the higher educational 
institutes. 

An important link in the ideological work of the 
Institute will be theoretical sessions devoted to 
problems and works of Marxist theory. These sessions 
will play an important role in the ideological re-
education of the older scientific cadres. The first 
theoretical session, devoted to Comrade Stalin’s work 
on questions of linguistics, was held on December 4th. 
About 500 workers in science and culture attended the 
session. 

Three years hence, the Institute will graduate its 
first group of Marxist scientific workers. 

Such is the solid base for the ideological 
reorganisation of the higher educational establishments 
in Poland. The Institute for training scientific personnel 
is scheduled to become an important factor in re-
building our ideological front. 
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75th BIRTHDAY OF WILHELM PIECK 
 
On January 3, the working people of Germany and 

the working class in all countries celebrated the 75th 
birthday of one of the veterans of the German and 
international working-class movement, tireless fighter 
for peace and democratic unity of Germany—Chairman 
of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany and President of 
the German Democratic Republic, Wilhelm Pieck. 

Wilhelm Pieck, at the age of 19, joined the German 
Social Democratic Party, and, after acquainting himself 
with the works of Marx and Engels, firmly decided to 
devote his life to the real cause of the revolutionary 
struggle for the emancipation of the working people. 

Becoming a leading worker in the Social Democratic 
Party, Pieck waged a relentless struggle against 
opportunism, against distortions and vulgarisation of 
Marxism. In a speech at the Congress of the Social 
Democratic Party in Nuremberg in 1908, Pieck sharply 
rebuffed the opportunists, thus earning the hatred of 
the betrayers of the working class cause. Together with 
Karl Liebknecht, Rosa Luxemburg, Franz Mehring and 
Clara Zetkin, he created the revolutionary wing of 
German Social Democracy. 

When World War One broke out and the leaders of 
the Second International sided completely with the 
imperialist bourgeoisie, Wilhelm Pieck, along with his 
militant colleagues, resolutely opposed the predatory 
war. On May 28th, 1915, Pieck organised in Berlin the 
first demonstration of the German working people 
against the imperialist war. Time and again Pieck was 
subjected to persecution, but no repressions could 
break his will to struggle. 
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Together with Karl Liebknecht and Rosa Luxemburg, 
Pieck joined the “Spartacus Union”, and later, in 1918, 
he was one of the organisers of the Communist Party of 
Germany. 

Following the defeat of the revolutionary workers in 
the battles fought in Berlin, in January 1919, when the 
German bourgeoisie, aided by the Social Democratic 
leaders, drowned the revolutionary uprising in blood, 
Pieck went underground. 

Together with the unforgettable leader of the 
German working class, Ernst Thalmann, Wilhelm Pieck 
built up the Communist Party of Germany, fought for 
the purity of its ranks and the unity of the working 
class. 

In October, 1921, Pieck, then in Moscow, met V. I. 
Lenin for the first time and discussed with him the 
lessons of the German revolution. Pieck paid many visits 
to the Soviet Union, in the course of which he met J. V. 
Stalin from whom he learnt the Bolshevik style of work, 
how to discern the enemies of the working class and 
defeat them, and how to strengthen the ranks of the 
Party. 

At the Sixth Congress of the Communist 
International, held in 1928, Pieck was elected to the 
Executive Committee of the International. 

Together with Thalmann, Pieck combated the 
reactionary forces, warned the working people of the 
danger of fascism, tirelessly explained that fascism 
meant war. 

With Hitler’s advent to power in Germany, Pieck, by 
decision of the Communist Party of Germany, left the 
country. While abroad, he continued to lead the 
struggle of the German Communists. 

During the war, Wilhelm Pieck tirelessly exposed 
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fascism. In the Soviet Union, he took an active part in 
the work of the “Free Germany” Committee, worked 
among the German war prisoners, spoke over the radio 
to his fellow countrymen, exposed the lying Goebbels 
propaganda and called for struggle against Hitler and his 
clique. 

After the great victory of the Soviet Army over the 
Hitlerite Army, Pieck returned to Berlin to head the 
struggle for the unity of the working class. He tirelessly 
explained to the working people the main lessons of the 
recent past: the treason of the Right-wing Social 
Democratic leaders and the fatal split in the working-
class movement which facilitated fascism’s advent to 
power in 1933; unity is the sole guarantee of victory. 
Under the leadership of Wilhelm Pieck, a victory of 
historic significance was won in Eastern Germany in 
1946—the creation of a United Party of the working 
class—the Socialist Unity Party of Germany. This Party 
headed the work for carrying out far-reaching 
democratic transformations in the Soviet occupation 
zone in Germany. It became the vanguard of the 
democratic forces of the entire German people. It 
played and continues to play the main role in their 
struggle for a united democratic Germany. 

Wilhelm Pieck was one of the initiators in convening 
the German People’s Congress which expressed the will 
of the German people for peace and unity. In 1949, 
German patriots took a great historical step—they 
founded the German Democratic Republic. Wilhelm 
Pieck was unanimously elected President. Thus, Pieck 
assumed leadership of the first genuinely democratic 
German State. He is waging a tireless struggle for the 
consolidation of friendship with the Soviet Union, with 
the People’s Democracies and all peace-loving nations. 
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* 

On January 2, on the eve of the birthday 
celebration, over one hundred thousand working 
people, all ending a meeting in Berlin addressed by 
representatives of the Democratic Parties and 
Democratic organisations, warmly greeted their 
President. Later in the evening, Berliners witnessed a 
great torch-light procession organised by the Union of 
the Free German Youth in honour of Wilhelm Pieck who 
is Honorary Chairman of their Union, The demonstrators 
carried large portraits of Stalin and Pieck. The youth 
procession merged into a powerful demonstration of 
Soviet-German friendship. 

A birthday meeting was held in Berlin on January 3. 
After the opening speech by Otto Grotewohl, Chairman 
of the Socialist Unity Party, birthday greetings were 
delivered by Walter Ulbricht, General Secretary of the 
Socialist Unity Party, and by representatives of the 
Government of the German Democratic Republic, 
Democratic Parties and mass organisations. 

The reading of a telegram containing greetings from 
N. M. Shvernik, Chairman of the Presidium of the 
Supreme Soviet of the U.S.S.R., evoked tumultuous 
applause. 

The meeting was also addressed by: V. Y. Kuznetsov, 
head of the Soviet delegation; the head of the Chinese 
delegation; representatives of the People’s Republics of 
Poland, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Rumania, Bulgaria, 
Albania, Mongolia; by delegates from France, Italy, 
Britain and many other countries.  

Wilhelm Pieck received hundreds of messages of 
greetings from the Communist and Workers’ Parties, 
Democratic organisations and progressive personalities 



52 
 

in many countries. 
The title of Hero of Labour has been conferred on 

Wilhelm Pieck by decision of the Government of the 
German Democratic Republic. 

The celebration of Wilhelm Pieck’s 75th birthday 
merged into a powerful demonstration of the will of the 
German people to struggle for peace, for a united 
democratic and peace-loving Germany; into a 
demonstration of solidarity with all progressive forces 
fighting for peace throughout the world. 
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YUGOSLAV ARMY WILL NOT BECOME 
TOOL IN HAND OF AMERICAN 
IMPERIALISTS. Sloban Cekic 

 
Present events have proved beyond doubt that the 

Tito-Rankovic fascist gang has been doing all in its 
power to turn the Yugoslav Army into a blind instrument 
of the American aggressors. The Yugoslav Army, in the 
scheme of the Titoites and their American masters, is to 
become the principle armed force of the imperialists in 
the Balkans and Central Europe for war against the 
People’s Democracies and the Soviet Union. 

It was exactly for this reason that Truman, even 
before Congress gave its assent, hastened to assign 12 
million dollars to his faithful lackey, Tito, for the 
purpose, as he put it, of “ensuring food for the Yugoslav 
armed forces”. 

The touching solicitude displayed by the arch 
warmonger “for the armed forces of Yugoslavia” shows 
that Truman is banking not only on the Yugoslav Army; 
it also shows that he has, in his hands, the Yugoslav 
Army Staff which is ready, to obey his slightest order. 

 
I. 

 
For years past, the Tito-Rankovic clique has been 

trying to turn the Yugoslav Army into an anti-people’s 
army, into a blind instrument of the American-British 
imperialists. 

The history of the Yugoslav Army is the tragic history 
of an army about to take the path which would have led 
to its becoming a real people’s revolutionary army: 
however, as a result of the treason of the Tito clique a 
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concealed imperialist agency it found itself in the hands 
of American spies, all kinds of non-proletarian anti-
people’s, anti-Communist elements and former 
Mihailovic Chetniks and Pavelic Ustashi. 

The appointment of enemies of the people to 
leading posts in the Army dates back to the first days of 
the liberation struggle of the peoples of Yugoslavia. As 
early as 1941, Trotskyites and spies such as Peko 
Dapcevic, Koca Popovic, Ivan Gosnjak and others, were 
given the command of partisan units. 

With the arrival of numerous British and American 
“military missions” in Yugoslavia, Tito and Rankovic, 
acting for the General Staff, issued an order whereby all 
enemy officers, upon coming over to the side of the 
People’s Liberation Army, were to retain their former 
ranks. Members of the Liberation Army who disagreed 
with its order were hold that this step was being taken 
with a view, allegedly, to broadening the basis of the 
liberation movement. However, subsequent events 
clearly showed that this Tito-Rankovic order had an 
altogether different aim: to smash the core of partisan 
Communist leaders from the ranks of the people—men 
who had been advanced to leading positions by the rank 
and file partisans. 

Camouflaging their actions with this order, the Tito 
gang hastily began to give Ustashi, Chetnik and 
Domobranski officers, leading posts in the army. Not 
only did they retain rank and receive leading posts; they 
were, as a rule, promoted by the Tito clique to higher 
rank. Tito’s order applied not only to officers who 
voluntarily surrendered to the Liberation Army but also 
to Pavelic and Mihailovic officers taken prisoner by our 
Hoops often at the cost of heavy losses. 

For instance, at the end of 1943, Lieutenant-Colonel 
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Vekoslav Klishanic, who commanded a Pavelic unit, was 
taken prisoner by our troops. This man, instead of being 
brought before the People’s Court, was attached to the 
General Staff and promoted by Tito to the rank of 
major-general. At present this Pavelic officer holds one 
of the highest posts in the Tito General Staff. The 
present Tito general, Rudo Petovari, and many other 
Tito senior officers were treated in the same way.  

In this manner, the Tito clique succeeded in 
wangling leading posts in the army for hundreds of 
former Chetniks, Domobranski, Utashi, former officers 
of the Slovene white-guard and other quisling 
formations. 

The entire history of the creation of the Yugoslav 
Army clearly shows that the espionage agency, headed 
by Tito, had consciously and deliberately built the Army 
on principles contrary to Marxist-Leninist principles. The 
bulk of the soldiers were revolutionary in spirit, deeply 
devoted to the people and sincere in their love for the 
fraternal Soviet Union, for the heroic liberator—the 
Soviet Army. From this core, army cadres devoted to 
the people could have been trained. The Tito clique 
deliberately pursued another line. It trained officer 
cadres from elements hostile to the people non-
proletarian, anti-Communist elements and replenished 
them with diverse spies of the imperialists and officers 
from quisling units. 

Small wonder, therefore, that one can hardly find, 
among those in the higher posts in the Yugoslav Army, 
officers who have come from the ranks of the workers, 
poor peasants or proletarian intelligentsia. Such people 
were barred from leading posts, kept in the background 
or discharged from the Army. 

Thus, even prior to the publication of the Resolution 
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of the Information Bureau in 1948, nearly all the leading 
posts in the Army had been in the hands of the non-
proletarian, anti-Communist elements. 

Such are the people who held, and still hold, the 
leading posts in the Yugoslav Army. The so-called 
“Supreme Commander” of the Yugoslav Army is the 
hardened imperialist spy, Tito. His chief associates in 
the Army are such traitors as Ivan Gosnjak, Koca 
Popovic, Peko Dapcevic and Otmar Kreacic. From the 
point of view of social origin, not one of these has 
anything to do with the working class. Incidentally, Koca 
Popovic is the son of a Belgrade super-millionaire. 

Airforce Commander, Lieutenant-General Zdenco 
Ulepic is a reactionary-minded officer who came from 
the former Royal Army. Vice-Admiral Josip Cerni is a 
notorious British spy and an officer in the former Royal 
Navy. Major-General Radivoe Jovanovic, Commander of 
Artillery, formerly an officer in the Royal Army, was a 
Chetnik, and a notorious Great-Serb chauvinist. 
Lieutenant-General Mihaialo Apostolski, Chief of the 
Sarajevo Military District, was a Major attached to the 
General Staff of the former Royal Army. Up to the 
second half of 1943, Apostolski lived freely in Skoplje 
under the protection of the fascist occupationists and at 
the same time engaged in espionage activities for the 
“Intelligence Service”. 

Such branches of the service, as the engineers, 
signals, anti-aircraft, chemical and tank units, are 
commanded by former Royal officers. Colonel Radoslav 
Djuric, formerly Mihailovic’s deputy, who in 1949 was 
admitted by the Titoites to their fascist party, is also 
among this lot. 

Relying on the imperialist spies, anti-popular, non-
proletarian elements entrenched in the leading posts in 
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the Army, and on the hundreds of quisling officers, the 
Tito gang succeeded in getting their grip on the leading 
posts in the Yugoslav Army. 

 
II. 

 
Although, at the moment, the Tito clique holds the 

leading posts in the Yugoslav Army, numerous facts 
clearly show that the Army, i.e., the rank and file 
soldiers, non-commissioned officers and the majority of 
the officer personnel, will not become tools in the 
hands of the American-British imperialists. 

The espionage agency headed by Tito, despite its 
criminal activities, was unable to “get rid” of all the 
patriot-officers. 

After the publication in 1948 of the Resolution of 
the Information Bureau concerning the situation in the 
Communist Party of Yugoslavia, the Titoites received a 
rebuff at the hands of thousands of officers who 
resolutely condemned the treachery of the Tito gang 
and stood firm for alliance and friendship with the 
Soviet Union and the People’s Democracies. The 
espionage Tito clique took advantage of the unorganised 
character of this resistance and delivered serious blows 
to the revolutionary core of the Army. Several hundred 
officers who, immediately after the publication of the 
Resolution of the Information Bureau, openly denounced 
the Tito betrayal, were thrown into jail. 

Within a year of the publication of the Resolution, 
the Tito gang discharged and arrested some 10,000 
officers, many of whom were put out of the way. 
Colonel-General Arso Jovahovic, Chief of Staff of the 
People’s Liberation Army throughout the whole of the 
war, and national hero of our peoples, was the first of 



58 
 

hundreds of officers murdered by the gestapo secret 
police under Rankovic. Some 15,000 officers are now 
languishing in prison cells. But these gestapo outrages 
against the officer-patriots failed to break the 
resistance in the army. 

At first, the struggle waged in the army against the 
Tito clique was but weakly organised. Officers, non-
commissioned officers and men, on their own initiative, 
took action against the Titoites, sabotaged military 
training, chalked anti-Tito slogans on the walls, set fire 
to military stores, etc. For example, at the beginning of 
last year, a group of two officers and two non-
commissioned officers, in protest against Tito’s 
betrayal, set fire to a military store in Nish which they 
were supposed to guard. The store was completely 
destroyed. A special commission appointed by the 
General Steff estimated the loss at 125 million dinars. 
Many similar actions took place in all the main 
formations of the Yugoslav Army. 

Later on, the struggle against the Titoites assumed a 
more organised character. Underground Communist 
groups, linked with one altogether, were formed in all 
Army units. The Tito counter-intelligence found it more 
difficult to discover and break up the underground 
groups. Rankovic agents then resorted to methods of 
infiltrating the underground organisations. Due to lack 
of vigilance on the part of Communists, spies of the 
secret police wormed their way into some of these 
organisations. For instance, the Titoites sent the spy, 
Captain Spiric, into an underground group functioning in 
the 7th Division. The moment this spy got into the 
group, the Rankovic police arrested all its members.  

The underground organisations, waging their 
struggle under extremely difficult conditions, have now 
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acquired considerable experience. Due to sharper 
vigilance on the part of the Communists, the Tito agents 
are finding it more and more difficult to infiltrate the 
ranks of the underground Communists. 

The non-commissioned officers are putting up an 
increasingly effective resistance to the Titoites. 
Discontented with conditions in the army and indignant 
at Tito’s betrayal, over 90 per cent of the non-
commissioned officers requested that they be 
demobilised. For instance, 22 non-commissioned 
officers in the 32nd Regiment were arrested by the 
Titoites. Following this, 7 other non-commissioned 
officers insisted that they be discharged. As a result, 
Rankovic’s police agents and Tito’s “commissars” sought 
non-commissioned officers from the reserve list. 
However, only 4 reported for service. All the others 
refused. 

The anti-Tito inscriptions appearing daily on the 
walls of the barracks are living testimony to the 
resistance of the soldiers in the Yugoslav Army. “Down 
with the Tito-Rankovic fascist gang!”, “Long live the 
Soviet Union!”, “Long live Comrade Stalin!”—such are 
the slogans inscribed by the Yugoslav soldiers. 

During the numerous so-called “Political Hours”, 
devoted exclusively by the Command to vilifying the 
Soviet Union and the People’s Democracies, the 
overwhelming majority of the soldiers sit silent at 
discussion” time. When asked by “commissars” why 
they do not take part in the discussion, the invariable 
answer is: “I know nothing about politics; I don’t know 
what it is all about”. 

 
* 
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The Truman “aid” granted specially for the “Armed 
Forces of Yugoslavia”, the recent “agreement” between 
the Titoites and the American imperialists on “mutual 
aid for the purpose of defence”, and the feverish war 
preparations now in full swing in Yugoslavia, as well as 
the openly aggressive speeches by Tito—all testify that 
the Tito clique is trying to turn the Yugoslav Army into 
an instrument of the American-British imperialists. 

But it can safely be said that the soldiers and a 
considerable part of the patriot-officers of the Yugoslav 
Army, in the event of them being forced into war 
against the Soviet Union and the People’s Democracies, 
will refuse to obey the orders of the perfidious Tito 
General Staff. 

Never will the peoples of Yugoslavia go to war 
against their liberator and most faithful defender—the 
fraternal Soviet Union. Never will the peoples of 
Yugoslavia go to war against the fraternal People’s 
Democracies. In vain are the attempts of Tito and his 
imperialist masters: The Yugoslav Army will not become 
an instrument in their hands. 
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MAO TSE-TUNG’S PHILOSOPHICAL WORK 
“CONCERNING PRACTICE”. N. Volkov 
 
Mao Tsetung’s philosophical work, “Concerning 

Practice, The Interconnection between Knowledge and 
Practice—the Interconnection between Knowledge and 
Actions”* was written in 1937. The object of the author 
was to equip cadres of the Communist Party of China 
with the basic teaching of the Marxist-Leninist theory of 
knowledge for the purpose of securing the ideological 
defeat of the advocates of dogmatism and empiricism 
who had caused great injury to the cause of the Chinese 
revolution during the years 1931-34. Both the adherents 
of dogmatism, who rejected the teaching of Marx-
Engels-Lenin-Stalin that “Marxism is not a dogma, but a 
guide to action”, and the adherents of empiricism who 
did not understand the organising, mobilising and 
transforming role of the revolutionary theory—all, in 
equal measure, distorted the Marxist-Leninist theory of 
knowledge, ignored the decisive significance of social 
practice in the process of cognizance, Lenin’s theory of 
reflection and the Lenin-Stalin thesis about the unity of 
theory and practice. 

Mao Tse-tung’s work about the role of all-
transforming revolutionary practice, and of its unity 
with revolutionary theory, which unfolds ‘the basic 
teachings of the dialectical-materialist theory of 
knowledge, is permeated with the Party spirit and 
irreconcilability both in relation to idealism and 

                                                           
* Mao Tse-tung “Concerning Practice. The Interconnection between 

Knowledge and Practice—the Interconnection between Knowledge 
and Actions”. “Bolshevik” No. 23, 1950. 
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subjectivism and to vulgar empiricism. It was designed 
for preparing cadres for the Chinese revolution, it was 
written in the very process of this struggle, and is, 
therefore, the living embodiment of the thesis on the 
unity of theory and practice. Written in a simple, clear 
and vivid style, this work, undoubtedly, will be 
profitably read by the active members of the 
Communist and Workers’ Parties, and will be a vital 
asset in the struggle of these Parties against the 
idealistic and empiricist distortions of Marxist-Leninist 
philosophy in general, and the theory of knowledge, in 
particular. 

 
* 

 
Mao Tse-tung analyses, above all, the role of 

production activity, directed towards solving the 
problems of the material life of the people, as the basis 
of their social practice and scientific knowledge. 
“This”, he says, “is the main source for the 
development of human knowledge”. In contradistinction 
to pre-Marxist materialism, which examines the process 
of knowledge in isolation from the historical 
development of human society, outside the 
interdependence of production and the class struggle, 
“...Marxists consider that production activity is the 
basic practical activity, that it determines all other 
activity”. All other relations between people (political 
and cultural) including class relations in a class society, 
are also conceived “through production activity”. 
Simultaneously, the different forms of the class struggle 
exercise a particularly powerful influence on these 
relations. “In class society,” says Mao Tse-tung, 
“everyone has a definite class position and every 
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ideology bears a class stamp.” 
Mao Tse-tung emphasises that Marxist philosophy—

dialectical materialism—has two striking features 1) Its 
class character and 2) the assertion of interdependence 
between theory and practice. But pointing to the Party 
spirit of Marxist philosophy, its frank recognition that 
dialectical materialism serves the proletariat. Mao Tse-
tung advances, at the same time, the very important 
thesis that in the period of the domination of pre-
Marxist “objectivism” “... people could have only and 
one-sided understanding of the history of society; this 
arose, on the one hand, from the egoistic views of the 
exploiting classes who invariably distorted the history of 
society, and on the other, from the restricted scale of 
production which narrowed the mental outlook of 
people”. Consequently, only with the rise of modern big 
industry with its high level of productive forces and a 
modern proletariat did the appearance of Marxist 
science become possible, an “all-round understanding 
by people of the development of history and the 
transformation of knowledge of society into a 
science...”. 

Basing himself on the well-known thesis of J. V. 
Stalin, Mao Tse-tung says that the social practice of 
people is the basis of the theory which serves practice. 
From the Marxist thesis of social practice as the genuine 
criterion of human knowledge of the objective world, 
Mao Tse-tung draws the conclusions that if people do 
not want to suffer defeat in practical work and wish to 
achieve success in work, “..they must see to ii that 
their ideas correspond to the prevailing laws of the 
objective world...” Emphasising the paramount 
significance and role of practice in the Marxist theory of 
cognizance, the author quotes from V. I. Lenin’s 
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“Philosophical Notebooks”: Practice is higher than 
(theoretical) knowledge, since it not only possesses the 
quality of being all-embracing, but also of direct reality. 

Mao Tse-tung then goes on to explain the Marxist-
Leninist theory of reflection. Human knowledge of 
nature and of the laws of social development is also 
perfected, corresponding to the progressive 
development of the production activities of people, 
‘‘i.e. from the simple to the complex, from the one-
sided to the many-sided”. From the emotional stage 
(sensations, perceptions), when people in the process of 
practice reflect only certain separate sides of 
phenomena, things and objects, knowledge, as a result 
of quantitative accumulation, of “manifold repetition” 
of sensations and perceptions, makes a dialectical leap, 
giving rise to understanding, qualitatively different 
from sensation, Understanding signifies mastering the 
essence, that which is common, and the interconnection 
of things. In this way, a higher stage of understanding, 
reasoning and inference is reached which the author 
calls the menial or logical stage. In doing so, he bases 
himself on the Lenin thesis that thought, ascending from 
the concrete to the abstract, does not depart—if 
correct—from truth, but approaches it. “Abstraction of 
matter, of law, abstraction of value, etc., in a word, 
all scientific (correct, serious, not absurd) abstractions 
reflect nature, more profoundly, more faithfully and 
fully” (Lenin). Sensations, says Mao Tse-tung, may solve 
the problem of phenomenon, but the problem of 
substance can only be solved by understanding. 
“Sensations (emotionality) and rationality differ in 
character, but they are mutually inseparable, and unite 
on the basis of practice.” 

Advancing a number of examples, Mao Tse-tung 
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characterises the decisive significance of practice in the 
process of human cognizance. “Knowledge by any 
human being of anything”, he says, “is impossible 
without contact with the thing, i.e. without his life 
(practice) in the environment of this thing’’. Prior to 
the advent of capitalism, it was impossible to perceive 
the nature of the latter in a feudal society. The author, 
therefore, ridicules the boastful know-alls—”sutsais” 
(first scientific degree in old China), who, “without 
crossing the threshold, give the impression that they 
know all that is taking place in the universe.” 

Emphasising the necessity of personal participation 
in the practical struggle in order to be “able to disclose 
and understand the essence of one or another thing”, 
the author points at the same time to the existence, 
indirect experience, since no single individual can 
experience all things. Actually, the greater part of 
knowledge is the product of indirect experience; “it is 
all the knowledge of ancient times and of foreign 
countries”. That which, for me, is indirect experience, 
is direct experience for others. “Consequently”, 
concludes the author, “when speaking of aggregate 
knowledge, one may say that no knowledge can be 
divorced from direct experience... Knowledge divorced 
from practice is unthinkable.” The old Chinese saying 
that you can’t catch a tiger without going into its lair, is 
quite correct. 

Sharply, and with Leninist-Stalinist irreconcilability, 
Mao Tse-tung attacks the idealists-rationalists who 
allege that rational knowledge has its source, not in 
sense-impression, who reject objective experience and 
assert that consciousness alone is reliable. “The 
reliability of rational beginning results precisely from 
sense impression, otherwise rational beginning would 
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become water without a source, a tree without roots, it 
would become something only subjectively arising and 
unreliable. There can be no talk of knowledge in a man 
whose eyes and ears are dosed, who is completely 
isolated from the objective outer world.” 

At the same time, the views of those addicted to 
“vulgar narrow-minded practice”, who despise theory 
and, consequently, “cannot embrace the objective 
process as a whole, are likewise absolutely incorrect 
and harmful; they lack a clear direction, have no great 
perspective and complacent rejoice over their limited 
successes and narrow mental outlook”. Such empiricists 
do not understand that for the full reflection of the 
whole thing, its essence and inner laws, the function of 
thought is necessary. “If’’, concludes the author, 
sarcastically, “these people were to head a revolution 
they would lead it into a blind alley”. Marxism 
recognises the active character of theory, since, as 
Lenin pointed out, “without a revolutionary theory 
there can be no revolutionary movement.” 

Despite the seemingly profound difference between 
rationalism and empiricism, they are the same in 
essence,—the inability to understand the historical an<l 
dialectical nature of knowledge, Both trends are 
profoundly erroneous. It would be incorrect also to stop 
at rational knowledge, since Marxist philosophy 
considers that the vital thing is to use this knowledge of 
objective laws for the purpose of bringing about the 
active transformation of the world. Mao Tse-tung speaks 
about the need for a further step namely: “from 
rational knowledge to revolutionary practice. 
Knowledge, which has mastered the laws of the world 
must again be directed to the practice of transforming 
the world, utilised in the practice of production, in the 
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practice of the revolutionary class struggle and the 
national struggle, as well as for the practice of 
scientific experiment”. Such is the dialectical process of 
knowledge, where practice is the first and last (and, 
simultaneously, again the first) links in an endless chain 
of development of knowledge, and, at this same time, 
“the content of every cycle of practice and knowledge 
is raised relatively to a higher stage.” As confirmation 
of these deductions the author quotes V. I. Lenin that 
“The stand-point of life, of practice, should be first and 
fundamental in the “theory of knowledge,” and J. V. 
Stalin: “Of course, theory becomes aimless if it is not 
connected with revolutionary practice, just as practice 
gropes in the dark it its path is not illumined by 
revolutionary theory”. 

Posing the question: does this complete the 
movement of knowledge, Mao Tse-tung gives the only 
correct dialectical answer: “Yes, it completes it, and at 
the same time, does not complete it”. The completion 
of any building project, the confirmation of a hypothesis 
etc., all this is the known concrete realisation of an 
aim. “But from the point of view of the development of 
process, {he movement of knowledge of people is 
incomplete”. The constant process of coming into 
being, development and dying away in social practice is 
just as endless as is the process of coming into being, 
development and dying away of relative truths in human 
knowledge. Thus, as Lenin pointed out, absolute truth is 
deduced from the sum of countless relative truths. 

Asserting that “human knowledge of the objective 
truth is being deepened continually”, that “Marxism-
Leninism is not the last word in discovering truth, but 
on the contrary, continually paves the way to 
knowledge of truth in practice”, Mao Tse-tung 
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resolutely exposes all attempts on the part of 
agnosticism and ecclesiasticism to penetrate science in 
general, and the theory of knowledge, in particular. 

Concluding, the author gives a philosophical 
substantiation of the need and significance of criticism 
and self-criticism in the social work (practice) of 
people. Genuine revolutionary leaders, he says, in so far 
as every process, “in consequence or inner 
contradictions and struggle, moves and develops in a 
forward direction, which is followed by development of 
the movement of human knowledge”, should not only 
correct mistakes in their Ideas, theories, plans and 
projects, but should also strive, while advancing tasks, 
not to lag behind the swiftly developing situation. 
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INDONESIA NEVER SHALL BE ENSLAVED 
BY AMERICAN IMPERIALISTS! (Letter 

from Indonesia) 
 
Events in Indonesia give the lie to the bombastic 

declarations of the reactionary leaders of Indonesia and 
their masters—the American, British, Dutch and other 
colonisers—about the so-called independence of the 
country. Indonesia remains a colony of the imperialists 
in the only difference that it is no threatened by a most 
predatory foe—American imperialism. 

The people of Indonesia were not deceived by the 
hullabaloo which accompanied the establishment of the 
so-called “United States of Indonesia”. The democratic 
organisations in Indonesia, and in the first place, the 
Communist Party of Indonesia, the Central Trade Union 
Organisation of Indonesia and other organisations 
exposed this manoeuvre of the imperialists and their 
henchmen among local bourgeois circles. The working 
people replied to the official celebrations of the  
Sukarno-Hatta clique, he’d on August 17, 1950, on 
direct instructions of Cochrane, U.S. Ambassador 
in· Indonesia, with monster demonstrations in Djakarta, 
Djokjakarta, Bandung, Medan and other large towns. 
The working people demonstrated under revolutionary 
slogans and carried portraits of Marx, Engels, Lenin and 
Stalin. One can understand the fury of the American 
imperialists: they would have liked the Indonesians to 
march through the streels with Truman’s portrait, 

But the people of Indonesia are not what they used 
to be. They are able to perceive who are their friends 
and who their enemies. The bloody terror of the 
American, British and Dutch imperialists against the 
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people of Indonesia, against its progressive 
organisations and their leaders, did not break the, will 
of the people to struggle. The people have learnt from 
the tragic even is in Madiun on the night of the 19th of 
December 1948, when the American and Anglo-Dutch 
imperialists, with the aid of traitors from the home 
bourgeoisie, murdered the democratic leaders. The 
documents published by the democratic: press provide 
convincing proof that Amir Sharifuddin, Sardjono, 
Maruto, Darusman, Suripno, Harijono and other 
democratic leaders were murdered on orders from the 
so-called American “counsellors”. The “United States of 
Indonesia” was also proclaimed on their directives. It 
was created with the aim of abolishing the Indonesian 
Republic (with its centre in Djokjakarta), which was 
proclaimed on August 17, 1945, and which became the 
bulwark of the national-liberation movement of the 
Indonesian people. 

The “parliament”, knocked together in Djakarta by 
arbitrary appointment of its members on Instructions 
from Sukarno and Hatta, is composed of representatives 
of Right-wing parties of the Indonesian bourgeoisie. The 
Americans, however, “advised” Hatta—seriously 
compromised by his connections with the imperialists—
to withdraw from the political arena. Early in 
September, last year, a Government was formed by 
Mohammed Nassir. This cabinet is composed of persons 
behind whose hacks stand the American, Dutch and 
British monopolies. Speaking in “parliament”, Nassir 
made it quite clear that his Government attaches great 
importance to foreign capital investments in Indonesia’s 
economy and that it is ready to provide “guarantees” to 
foreign bankers and industrialists. 
 The orientation of Nassir’s Government American 
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imperialism is becoming increasingly evident. During the 
past few months, hundreds of agents from big American 
monopolies have arrived, and are still arriving, in 
Djakarta. They are hunting—and not without success—
for concessions. According to the newspaper “Kenbo”, 
Sumitro, Minister of Trade and Economy, maintains 
close contact with the Americans, a contact which 
originated during his visit to the U.S.A. 

The reactionary character of the Nassir Government 
was glaringly revealed during the recent powerful strike 
of 800,000 Indonesian farm labourers. The strike was 
launched in protest against the lawlessness and the 
colonial order prevailing in the country. The farm 
labourers demanded a wage increase ranging from 1.5 
to 3 guilders a day, observance of the labour legislation 
enacted under the Government of Amir Sharifuddin and 
the nationalisation of vital branches of industry and the 
plantations. The strike began in the middle of August 
and lasted a month. The workers secured their wage 
increase only after the central trade union leadership 
had given a strong warning to the employers and the 
Government that, if the demands of the farm labourers 
were not met, a general strike would be proclaimed 
throughout Indonesia. The employers capitulated. But 
the Government which displayed complete indifference 
to the interests of the workers during the strike, did 
nothing after the strike to enact the necessary 
democratic legislation that would guarantee the rights 
of the workers. The representatives of the Right-wing 
American trade unions and also the representatives of 
the so-called “International Confederation of Free 
Trade Unions”, who visited Indonesia and tried to bribe 
the leaders of the Indonesian trade unions, failed 
ignominiously. The leadership of the Central 



72 
 

Organisation of Trade Unions of Indonesia branded these 
“representatives” as imperialist agents. 

A clear-cut demarcation ‘of political forces is now 
observed in Indonesia. While the bourgeoisie and feudal 
circles are siding with the American monopolies, the 
overwhelming majority of the working population, 
inspired by the great victory of the Chinese people, are 
intensifying the national liberation movement. This 
struggle is headed by the Communist Party of Indonesia. 
The Communist Youth League, the Socialist Youth 
Organisation, the trade union organisations, and various 
peasant democratic organisations are actively 
participating in this struggle. True, these organisations 
are, as yet, insufficiently linked to one another; they 
are scattered throughout the various islands and 
districts, and this is a serious drawback to the 
movement in its present stage. However, in many of the 
hilly regions of the islands of Java, Sumatra and 
Celebes, from which the Dutch colonisers fled, people’s 
power has been established. The Government In 
Djakarta has actually no control over these areas. 
 At present, there is maturing among democratic 
organisations the idea of setting up a united democratic 
national front of Indonesia throughout the Archipelago, 
to be headed by a Unity Committee. The democratic 
forces are being consolidated. Only recently, the 
Communist Youth League and the Socialist Youth 
Organisation merged. A joint statement issued after the 
fusion slated that the youth of Indonesia will fight 
alongside the entire camp of peace, democracy and, 
Socialism headed by the Soviet Union, against the 
imperialist camp; that the youth will fight for their 
future, basing their activities and tactics on the 
leaching of Marxism-Leninism. 
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Thus, despite terror and provocations, the 
democratic organisations in Indonesia are regrouping in 
preparation for future decisive battles. 

 
           N. Sh. 
      

Djokjakarta, December 1950 
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ENROLMENT OF NEW MEMBERS INTO 
HUNGARIAN WORKING PEOPLE’S PARTY 

 
In his report to the Plenum of the Central 

Committee of the Hungarian Working People’s Party on 
February 10, 1950, Comrade Rakosi drew the attention 
of Party organisations to the necessity of strengthening 
inner-Party democracy and developing wide criticism 
and self-criticism. Comrade Rakosi’s report and the 
resolution based on this report contributed greatly to 
the further strengthening of contact between the Party 
and non-Party working people, contributed to the 
growth of the Party. 

A critical spirit has become more pronounced at 
Party meetings and speakers openly and frankly express 
their opinion about those joining the Party. The new 
members are more conscious of their obligations and do 
their best to be worthy of the high name of Party 
member. The overwhelming majority of probationer 
members are attending Party educational classes.  

Speaking at the Plenum of the Central Committee on 
October 27, 1950, Comrade Rakosi pointed out that 
admittance of new members was proceeding in an 
unsatisfactory way. The Party organisations were not 
paying enough attention to admitting individual 
peasants, particularly middle peasants. Since then the 
work of the Party organisations in enrolling new 
members has improved considerably. The number of 
probationer members admitted in the Szabolcs Region in 
November had more than doubled, compared with 
October. The number of individual peasants admitted to 
Party membership is five times greater. Methods of 
work in many Party organisations have also improved. 
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Having discarded bureaucratic methods of leadership, 
members of the Regional Party Committee in the 
Somagy Region personally help the District Party 
Committees and lower Party organs. Many Party 
organisations, however, are lagging in educational work 
among non-Party people. In a number of organisations 
there is not, as yet, systematic admittance to Party 
membership of those working people who, by their work 
at the point of production and by their social work, 
have demonstrated their loyalty to the Party and yo the 
people’s democratic State.  
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CONFERENCE OF COMMUNIST PARTY OF 
LUXEMBURG 

 
 
At a Conference of the Communist Party of 

Luxemburg, held on December  25 in Echternach, 
Comrade Urbany, General Secretary of the Party, 
referring to the forthcoming 30th anniversary of the 
foundation of the Party, briefly recalled the path 
traversed by the Luxemburg Communists, their struggle 
for peace, freedom and national independence. 

Dwelling in detail on the international situation, 
Comrade Urbany described the essence of the policy 
pursued by the imperialist jackals in regard to 
Luxemburg, a policy aimed at utilising the country for 
the aim of unleashing a criminal war against the Soviet 
Union and the People’s Democracies. The anti-popular 
policy pursued by the rulers of Luxemburg has resulted 
in the economy being switched to a war footing, in a 
swollen war budget and extension of conscription. 
Currying favour with the United States warmongers, the 
reactionary rulers of Luxemburg sent a group of 
“volunteers” to Korea and promised 15,000 Luxemburg 
soldiers for the so-called European Army. The entire 
burden of this criminal policy falls on the shoulders of 
the working people. 

Comrade Urbany stressed that the struggle for peace 
is now the main task of the Communist Party, and 
advanced concrete measures for reinforcing this 
struggle and for the organisational consolidation of the 
Party groups Comrade Urbany laid special stress on the 
necessity of united action by Communist, Socialist and 
Christian workers. The Conference approved the 
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measures advanced by Comrade Urbany. 
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GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 
 
 

 
 
German Democratic Republic. Electing peace committee in 

one of the shops of “Sanarwerke”—people’s enterprise in 
Magdeburg 
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PRESS REVIEW 
 

SUCCESSES ACHIEVED BY WORKING PEOPLE OF 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA IN THE PAST YEAR 

 
In a New Year radio broadcast, reproduced by 

newspapers in Czechoslovakia, President Clement 
Gottwald quoted interesting data clearly illustrating the 
successes achieved by the working people, last year, in 
building Socialism. 

For example, industrial output, compared with the 
pre-war level, rose by 50 per cent, wages of industrial 
workers and office employees for 1950 increased 26 per 
cent, income of peasants increased 19 per cent, 
payments to working people through various channels of 
social security increased 27 per cent. Accordingly, the 
amount of consumer goods sold to the population also 
considerably increased. Compared with, 1949, sales of 
bread in 1950 increased by 46 per cent; flour, 30 per 
cent; meat, 32 per cent; lard, 56 per cent; textile 
fabrics, 21 per cent; ready-made clothing, hats, etc., 48 
per cent. Dozens of new unrationed food items have 
been put on sale; average price of meat dropped 43 per 
cent; lard, 51 per cent; sugar, 12 per cent; butter, 9 
per cent etc. 

Comrade Gottwald also pointed to the further 
successes achieved in meeting the social and cultural 
needs of the population. Thus, budget allocations for 
the health services, for instance, increased 18 per cent; 
school education, 20 per cent; social security 74 per 
cent! Another point indicative of the rising standard of 
living of the working people in Czechoslovakia is the 
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sale of books. Book prices were reduced by 20 per cent 
last year, and sales are up six-fold compared with sales 
during the capitalist regime. 

“These facts testify”, said Comrade Gottwald, “that 
we are learning to work more and more along Socialist 
lines. The steady development of Socialist emulation 
and shock-work should be stressed particularly. We owe 
our successes and the fact that life has become better, 
to Socialist methods of labour”. 

The President specially noted the further 
intensification of the peace movement and called upon 
the people of Czechoslovakia to sharpen their vigilance 
in relation to the encroachments of the aggressors, to 
strengthen the defence capacity of the country and to 
carry out successful work for building Socialism. 

 
 

UNDER GROUND RAILWAY FOR WARSAW 
 
In connection with the decision of the Government 

of People’s Poland to begin work on an underground 
railway for Warsaw, 11 kilometres long, to go into 
operation by the end of 1956, “Tribunal Ludu” 
commented editorially: “The decision to start work on 
the Warsaw underground is an historical event in the 
full meaning of the word, both for Warsaw and the 
country as a whole. 

“The construction of the underground is an immense 
undertaking—an undertaking that imposes great tasks on 
practically all branches of the national economy. The 
first six-year phase of this construction corresponds in 
scale to the construction of 8-10 “East-West” highways. 



81 
 

“Without a People’s Government, without People’s 
power, without planned economy, construction of the 
Warsaw underground would have been absolutely 
impossible, would have remained the dream of 
incorrigible utopians... Today, nobody in our country 
throws words to the winds. The plan is followed by 
deeds. 

“At a time when the imperialist aggressors in the 
West are trying to unleash a new war, we are launching 
—a great new peaceful—undertaking. This fact testifies 
to strength and, greatness, to farsighted thought for the 
future; it testifies to unshakable confidence in the 
belief that the world will be saved from the misfortunes 
of war, that the united peoples of the world, despite 
the handful of criminals, will win the battle for peace.” 

 
 

NEW MACHINE PRODUCTION IN HUNGARY 
 
“Sabad Nép” comments on the successful utilisation 

and introduction of Soviet experience in designing and 
producing new, highly productive machinery by 
Hungarian Socialist industry. Beginning with 1951. 
Hungary will produce machines like the PX-100 capstan 
lathe which reduces the operation time by 50 and even 
75 per cent in comparison with the old lathes; a coal-
cutting combine with an average capacity of 700 
kilograms of coal per minute, the equivalent of the 
labour of 50 miners; a new type of crane for building 
work on the construction sites of up to five-storied 
buildings; a machine for harvesting maize which does 
the work of 20-25 people, etc. This new technique 
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which eases human labour and accelerates the tempo of 
building the new social system, inspires the working 
people of the Hungarian People’s Republic for 
additional production victories in the New Year. 

 
 

IMPROVED WELLBEING OF PEOPLE IN GERMAN 
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 

 
“Neues Deutschland”, commenting on the recent 

abolition of rationing for flour, bread, pastry, peas and 
beans in the German Democratic Republic, writes: “This 
decision is further proof that the programme of the 
Government of the German Democratic Republic is 
being strictly carried out, step by step, in every 
respect. Strictly in accord with our plans and sometimes 
even more rapidly, in conformity with the successes for 
peaceful construction, the well-being of the entire 
population, and of the working people in particular, is 
improving. 

At a time when, in all capitalist countries, all-out 
measures are being taken  on preparation for rationing, 
we, with ever-increasing rapidity, are successfully 
overcoming the consequences of war by the abolition of 
food rationing. At a time when, in Western Germany, 
supplies of goods for sale to the population are 
becoming more and more scarce and prices soar, we, on 
the basis of own achievements, are able to effect 
economic measures of such great significance.” 
 



LETTER FROM RUMANIAN TEACHER 
 
“Scanteia” published a letter from G. Micu, a 

teacher who is now head of the education department 
of the People’s Council in the Botosani district. The 
letter reads: “I was a teacher for twenty years. My 
heart was filled with bitterness all this time. Fearful 
backwardness prevailed in all the villages where I 
taught during the bourgeois regime. The enormous 
number of illiterates made me despair. I saw adults 
“signing” with thumb marks, villages which had not seen 
a newspaper or book for years, where people had never 
known the great joy of literacy. Prejudice, quack 
“medicine”, and illiteracy prevailed in our country 
during capitalist rule. 

When I saw in the Five-Year Plan the astonishing 
allocations for raising the cultural level of the working 
masses, I was proud that I was living at a time when 
questions of culture are State matters. 

The things I dreamed of, all that I aspired to as a 
young man when I taught school in the village of 
Palsoara, (Dregesani district, Valcea region), are taking 
place before my eyes. The schools in the villages of 
Palsoara, Zlatarei (Valcea), Balta Arsa and Baisa 
(Botosani), where I taught, never deserved the name. 
Accommodated in low-ceilinged rooms with tiny 
windows, they were Iii in the evening by kerosene lamps 
and the children shivered with cold. 

And now, in the village of Kostest, Botosani district, 
whore the children had to walk four kilometres lo the 
nearest school, a new school building is under 
construction, and in the villages of Hriscan, Vladen, 
Oraseni-Vale, Cristesti and Cucorani, classes for 
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abolishing illiteracy have been opened. 
The Ministry of Public Education has allocated large 

sums for school construction in the villages of Cervicesti 
Parlita, Baluseni and many other places. The Ministry of 
Public Education has allocated 468 scholarships for our 
district to encourage the best pupils. Four boarding 
schools, each with accommodation for 40 pupils, will be 
built in the villages. 

Plans are under way for new seasonal kindergartens.  
All this, of course, is but a beginning. We shall have to 
work hard to abolish illiteracy and ensure schooling for 
all children of school age. But we shall surmount all the 
difficulties”. 
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GROWTH OF PEOPLE’S PRESS IN CHINA 
 
After the liberation of China from the Kuomintang 

yoke, numerous popular newspapers owned by the 
workers and peasants made their appearance. Each of 
the 38 provinces  has its publicly-owned newspapers, 15 
such papers were established during the past two years. 

Workers and peasants have their own special papers. 
Local trade unions publish more than 30 papers, while 
national trade unions have 80 papers. In addition, 
special newspapers are published for the national 
minorities. 

A big network of local correspondents, with whom 
the newspapers main lain close contact, has been 
organised. 
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POLITICAL NOTES 
 

NEW YEAR’S SUMMARY BY BELGRADE 
FASCISTS 

 
It is customary at the close of the year to summarise 

results and plan for the future. In Belgrade, New Year’s 
Eve was also devoted to a summing-up. 

What is the sum total of the criminal activities of 
the Tito-Rankovic clique? 

The speech delivered by Kidric, Chairman of the 
Economic Council, at the session of the so-called 
Skupshtina, was cheerless and incoherent. Kidric tried 
hard to prove that Yugoslavia’s economy was 
“prospering”, that the well-being of the people had 
improved, and then he quoted figures which completely 
upset all his assertions. 

The utterly-ruined national economy of Yugoslavia 
presents a pitiful picture. Industry failed to fulfil the 
plan. Some branches, even according to official 
Yugoslav statistics, only reached 40-50 per cent of the 
plan. Agriculture yielded less than 60 per cent of the 
planned figure. Desolation reigns in the countryside. 
Last spring the peasants sowed one-third less than in 
1949 when 2,700,000 hectares were left uncultivated. 
Autumn sowing was only about 60 per cent of plan. 

The living standard of the working people in 
Yugoslavia has dropped catastrophically—the food ration 
has been cut to the minimum but even this minimum is 
not honoured; the so-called “controlled” prices of 
consumer goods have gone up 13 per cent, measures 
have been taken to lower wages. Even the 
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underestimated data submitted by Kidric shows that 
budget expenditure on wages decreased by more than 
11 per cent this year. During 1950, 120,000 office 
employees, 49,000 workers in the building trade and 
tens of thousands of workers in other branches of 
industry were sacked, for, as Kidric admitted, the State 
is unable to provide them with food. 

What, then, are the “prospects” for Yugoslavia in 
1951 as outlined by the chiefs of the Belgrade espionage 
gang? 

Like their masters in Washington, the Yugoslav 
fascist fuhrers announced the further militarisation of 
Yugoslavia and their plans to prepare the Yugoslav army 
for participation in war on the side of the American 
imperialists. Tito’s speech in this respect differed very 
little from the hysterical outbursts of Truman. Like 
Truman, he foully attacked the camp of peace and 
democracy. Tito is sparing no effort to prove his fidelity 
to his American masters, his readiness to sacrifice the 
adult population as cannon-fodder for the American 
monopolists. The Tito clique is getting ready to 
subordinate, in 1951, the national interests of 
Yugoslavia to Wall Street interests with even more 
slavish servility, with the aid of a more brutal terror. 

Occupying the paid position of “ideologist” in the 
American register, Kardelj marked the New Year with 
the “theory” that the Yugoslav Army must stand 
shoulder to shoulder with the U.S. Army, that the U.S. 
Army is waging a “just war” in Korea, that in doing so, 
it is playing a progressive role. Tito, Kardelj and others 
are doing all they can to boost the Yugoslav army, its 
“unity”, its “battle tempering”, its technique and 
equipment, its readiness to take part in any—from the 
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point of view of the Tito clique and its American 
bosses—”just” war. 

In the Pentagon they are rubbing their hands in glee. 
Never before did the Americans buy so much cannon-
fodder for so few dollars. One Turkish brigade, of whose 
“mettle” they are now aware, cost them 294 million 
dollars, whereas Tito is offering a complete Army dirt 
cheap. 

Rankovic, likewise, celebrated the New Year in his 
own particular way. For the purpose oi strengthening 
American influence in the country he amnestied 11,000 
war criminals and other malefactors, and opened wide 
the doors to them to State, military and economic 
organs. 

This entire policy of preparing for war is adding to 
the heavy burden borne by the peoples of Yugoslavia. 
And even now, foreseeing the inevitable worsening of 
the economic situation of the country, the Tito clique 
calls upon the working people to make “fresh 
sacrifices”, 

For what? 
This question is more and more agitating the minds 

of the Yugoslav workers and peasants who can see the 
abyss towards which their homeland is being propelled 
by the gang of fascist assassins who have seized power. 

The peoples of Yugoslavia greeted the New Year by 
intensifying their liberation struggle against the 
mercenaries of American-British imperialism. Their just 
struggle will receive the wholehearted support of all 
peoples, fighting for peace. 

 
         Jan MAREK 
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PUBLICATION OF VOLUME II OF WORKS 
BY MAURICE THOREZ 

 
The recently published Volume II of Works by 

Maurice Thorez covers the brief but important period 
from June 1931 to February 1932, when the struggle 
waged by Maurice Thorez, General Secretary the French 
Communist Party, against the narrowness, sectarianism 
and wrecking activity of the Barbe-Selor espionage 
group determined the further development of the Party. 
This was a turning point in the development of the 
French Communist Party which enabled it to become a 
powerful Party of the working class—the first Party in 
France. 

Volume II contains speeches and articles by Maurice 
Thorez during the above-mentioned period; it includes 
the report on the work of the 11th Plenum of the 
Executive Committee of the Communist International to 
the meeting of the Central Committee of the French 
Communist Party on June 27, 1931; articles published in 
“L’Humanité” in particular, the article devoted to 
preparation for August 1st—the day of struggle against 
imperialist war, etc. The Volume also includes the 
important speeches made by the General Secretary of 
the French Communist Party against opportunist and 
sectarian deviations, on inner-party democracy and the 
numerous appeals made by Maurice Thorez to the 
Socialist working people for unity of action, and also 
articles exposing the treachery of the Right-wing 
Socialist leaders. 
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IN BRIEF 
 
* Political prisoners in the women’s prison in the 

town of Sani Carlos, Venezuela, declared a hunger 
strike in protest against the arbitrary action of the 
administration. Many of the prisoners are peace 
partisans and activists in the democratic movement. 
Among them is the woman who represented Venezuela 
at the Women’s World Congress in Budapest. 

 
* The Budapest City Council has opened an 

exhibition “Three-Year and Five-Year Plans for building 
the capital of the working people”. Photographs and 
diagrams show the scale of construction in Budapest: 
large, modern equipped polyclinics have been built in 
workers’ districts. The number of hospital beds has 
increased from 1,502 to 9,655. Hundreds of 
rehabilitated tramcars and new buses intersect the city. 
Work has begun on an underground railway. In the 
suburbs, 1,370 apartments have been built and by the 
end of the Five-Year Plan, this figure will be increased 
several times. 

 
* A Conference of the Independent Dockers Trade 

Union in Colombo (Ceylon) has adopted a resolution 
calling upon all port workers and dockers to boycott 
loading of ships designed for transportation of war 
materials to Korea. 

 
* A collection of articles and speeches by Wilhelm 

Pieck, President of the German Democratic Republic, 
has been published in the Polish language by the Polish 
“Book and Knowledge” Publishing House. 
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* The German democratic press reports fresh facts 

of preparations for war in Western Germany. It has 
become known that the recently-built bridge across the 
Weser, on the Hanover-Bremen railway, has been got 
ready for blowing up on instructions from the American-
British military authorities. 

 
* The People’s Government of the Viet Nam 

Democratic Republic is distributing land among poor 
peasants and the families of those who perished in the 
struggle against the French invaders,—land which 
formerly belonged to the imperialists and traitors. In 
South Viet Nam alone, more than 10,000 families 
received a total of 12,000 hectares between April and 
November. Simultaneously, land rent is being reduced. 
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