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MAY DAY—DAY OF INTERNATIONAL 
SOLIDARITY OF WORKING PEOPLE 

 
The working people in all lands will hold this May 

Day in conditions of growing struggle for peace, 

democracy and Socialism. On this day the working 
people review their forces, take stock of the results of 
the battles fought and gather strength for the class 
battles ahead, for fresh victories. 

In the May Day demonstrations the serried columns 
of marching people will hold aloft Standards proclaiming 
the slogans that are near and dear to all mankind: 
Peace to the World! Curb the warmongers! For a Pact of 

Peace guaranteeing security to all peoples! Slogans of 
the growing unity of the Peoples in the struggle for 
peace and democracy, penetrating all barriers and all 
boundaries will, on this day, reach the hearts of all 
people of good will, and make the instigators of war 

tremble. 
On May Day, the working people, glancing back over 

the path traversed, will record the glorious successes of 
the peace camp, the mighty growth of its forces, the 

unity and solidarity of its ranks. 
In the land of Socialism—the Soviet Union, marching 

in the fore of the camp of peace—the building of 
Communist society is proceeding successfully under the 
leadership of the glorious Bolshevik Party. The 

fulfilment of the fourth (first post-war) Five-Year Plan 
in the US.S.R, signifies a great victory for the Soviet 
people, for the, camp of peace, democracy and 
Socialism. Having healed the grievous wounds of a most 

devastating war in an unprecedentedly short period of 
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time, the Soviet people, inspired by the Party of Lenin-
Stalin, considerably surpassed the targets of the Five-
Year Plan in all spheres of economic construction and 
cultural development. 

Liberated from the shackles of imperialism, the 

peoples of Poland, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Rumania,  
Bulgaria and Albania, enjoying the fraternal aid of the 
Soviet Union, are confidently stepping out along the 
path of economic and cultural development, along the 

path of building Socialism. Industrial output in Bulgaria 
has trebled compared with pre-war; Poland’s output is 
up by more than 230 per cent; Hungary’s more than 
double; in Czechoslovakia output has risen by 150 per 
cent; Albania has registered a five-fold increase. 

The great Chinese people, having won freedom and 
independence for their country, are successfully 
building a new life. The brilliant victory of the Chinese 
People’s Revolution, inspired and led by the glorious 

Communist Party of China, is the heaviest  blow struck 
at the system of imperialism since the victory of the 
October Revolution and the triumph of the anti-fascist 
forces in World War Two. The victory of the Chinese 
people is a powerful blow against the entire colonial 

system and inspires the colonial and dependent peoples 
in their national liberation struggle against the 
imperialist oppressors. 

In the heart of Europe the German Democratic 

Republic forging ahead and growing stronger, is battling 
consistently for the vital interests of the German 
people, for a united, independent, democratic and 
peace-loving Germany. 

In contrast to the working people in the countries of 

the democratic camp who are celebrating May Day with 
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grand successes and with a mighty upsurge in economic 
construction and cultural development, the working 
people in capitalist countries hold their day of 
international solidarity in conditions of steady decline in 
their standard of living. The puny handful of American, 

British, French and other millionaires and multi-
millionaires, who dominate political and economic life 
in the imperialist countries; are engaged in frantic 
preparations for another war, amassing additional 

billions from the poverty and death of working people. 
The imperialists seek to place the burden of the 

enormous expenditure incurred by preparation for 
aggressive war on the shoulders of the working people. 
With the aim of breaking the growing resistance of the 

working people, and, above all, of the working class, 
the capitalist Governments are assiduously fascising the 
State system in their countries. They concentrate their 
blows on the Communist Parties, hoping thereby to 

deprive the working class of its militant vanguard. They 
are destroying democratic liberties, restricting trade 
union activities and enacting savage anti-labour laws. 

However, neither the rampant terror of imperialist 
reaction nor the disruptive activities of the traitors to 

the working class movement—the Right-wing Socialist 
leaders—can hold back the mounting tide of struggle of 
the working masses against the policy of war, poverty 
and enslavement. In practically all capitalist countries 

militant actions by the working class are taking place, 
actions distinguished by growing unity, by the mass 
scale on which they are taking place and by their 
organised character. Broad sections of the people, 
seeing in the working class the most staunch and 

consistent fighter for peace, for political and economic 
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regeneration of their countries, for national sovereignty 
and independence, are rallying around it. 

The great wave of strikes in the capitalist countries, 
such as the recent actions of French transport workers, 
British dockers, Italian metal workers, American 

railwaymen and, in particular, the heroic strikes of the 
Spanish workers testifies to the sharpening class 
struggle, to the resolve of the masses to frustrate the 
criminal schemes of the imperialists. 

The outstanding expression of the worldwide 
struggle for peace and security of the peoples is the 
great invincible; movement of the day—the peace 
movement. This movement is the greatest mass 
movement ever known in history, 

On this May Day, the hundreds of millions of peace 
partisans in all countries, reviewing their forces and the 
successes recorded, are filled, as never before, with the 
firm resolve to extend and further consolidate the 

powerful front of peace. Boundless indeed are the 
perspectives for extending this movement, because all 
peoples long for peace and insist on peace. 

The peoples are taking the defence of peace into 
their own hands. This is evident from the decisions of 

the recent first session of the World Peace Council and 
from the demand, advanced on behalf of hundreds of 
millions of people of good will, for a Pact of Peace 
between the five Great Powers. This is also evident 

from the truly world-wide support-accorded the Appeal 
which has become the pivot of the entire struggle of the 
masses battling for peace. 

The first results of the campaign now under way for 
signatures in support of a Pact of Peace demonstrate 

the enormous mobilising power of the Appeal of the 
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World Peace Council and the limitless possibilities for 
drawing broad sections of the population into active 
struggle for peace. However, the realisation of these 
possibilities calls for additional efforts on the part of all 
partisans of peace, for more extensive organisational 

and explanatory work. In this respect the May Day 
celebrations—the day of international solidarity of the 
working people—will play a big role and will help to 
overcome the shortcomings and weaknesses in 

developing the campaign for signatures still observed in 
a number of countries. 

The Communist Parties are marching in the van of 
the fighters for peace. The Masses see in the Communist 
Parties their acknowledged leaders, tested in the fire of 

class struggle, true and loyal champions of their social 
and national interests. 

It is precisely against the Communists—most staunch 
fighters for peace—that the venal capitalist 

Governments direct their blows and endless streams of 
foul lies. But to destroy Communism is impossible, just 
as it is impossible to destroy the peoples. Communism 
and the people are indivisible and invincible, and this is 
unmistakably borne out by the tempestuous growth of 

the forces and influence of the Communist Parties in all 
countries of the world. Never before has the 
international Communist movement been as monolithic 
and powerful as it is now. The political and ideological 

unity of the international Communist movement is the 
rock against which the imperialist warmongers will 
smash their heads. 

The vicious imperialist attacks will not halt the 
Communist Parties whose historic task and first duty 

today is selfless struggle in defence of peace. 
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May Day will be a day of struggle by all the people 
against the criminal schemes of the imperialist 
aggressors: The peace supporters throughout the world 
will never allow the warmongers to enmesh the masses 
of the people in lies, to deceive them and draw them 

into another world war. 
On May Day the working people will express their 

warm fraternal solidarity: with the heroic peoples of 
Korea, Viet Nam, Malaya and the Philippines, fighting 

with arms in hand for their independence and freedom 
against the imperialist aggressors. 

On May Day the great, millions strong legions of 
fighters for peace, democracy and Socialism again turn 
their eyes to the land of triumphant Socialism, to the 

Soviet Union, indestructible bulwark of world peace, to 
the wise teacher of all working people—the great Stalin. 

Long Live May Day—the day of international 
solidarity of the working people, the day of fraternity of 

the workers of the world.  
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Drawing by G. PAOULO 
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FOR A PACT OF PEACE! 
 

On Eve of Mass Signature Collection in Italy 
 

Although the campaign for signatures to the Appeal 
of the World Peace Council has not yet been proclaimed 
on a national scale in Italy signatures are already being 
collected in various districts in Toscana and other 
regions. In the Siena province tens of thousands have 

been collected. In Ampugnano 99.5 per cent of the 
people signed; in Fucecchio, Pontassieve, Figline, 
Vicchio di Mugello, from 90 to 95 per cent. 

The communal councils in Orvieto, Fano, Sparanise, 

Mesagne and Sezze unanimously voted in support of the 
Appeal. Workers of the Montecatini, Borsalino, Pivano, 
Sisma, and Maino enterprises in Alessandria and also 
members of co-operatives and small traders in Florence, 
-dockers in Genoa, Venice, Naples, Palermo, Cagliari 

and other ports—all are wholeheartedly backing the 
Appeal. 

Regional peace conferences held in Mantova and 
Terni were attended by thousands of delegates from 

local peace committees. Both conferences were 
devoted to the question of mass collection of signatures 
to the Appeal of the World Peace Council for a Pact of 
Peace. 
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Intense Activity by Bulgarian Working 
People 
 
Collection of signatures to the Appeal for a Pact of 

Peace in the People’s Republic of Bulgaria is taking 
place in an atmosphere of great enthusiasm on the part 
of the people. By April 25, 3,849,311 people had signed. 
In some places the people are signing collectively. In 

the village of Sushitsa, (Blagoevgrad District), Atanas 
Dulgerov, a peasant, appeared at the peace committee 
with a freshly baked loaf. Placing the Appeal on the loaf 
and signing it, he said: “Peace is as vital to us as 
bread!” 

“We, ordinary people,” said Marian Vatanov, a 
bricklayer, as he signed the Appeal, are building peace. 
Every signature is a solid brick-in this edifice”. 

 

Collection of Signatures Begun in Mongolian 
People’s  Republic 
 

Collection: of signatures to the Appeal of the World 
Council for a Pact of Peace between the five Great 
Powers was launched in the Mongolian People’s Republic 
on April 20. Mass rallies were held in Ulan Bator, the 
capital of the Republic.  

The majority of residents in the second and fourth 
districts of the capital signed the Appeal on the first day 
of the campaign. 

Signatures are also being collected in the rural 

areas. 
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French People Support 
 
The Appeal for a Pact of Peace is being widely 

popularised in France. The call of the National Peace 

Council to hold thousands of public meetings to discuss 
and approve the Appeal is meeting with a wide response 
throughout the country. One hundred and fifty workers 
and technical personnel of the “Mediterranean 
Engineering Company” in Port-Saint-Louis-du-Rhone 

(Bouches-du-Rhone Department) signed the petition: 
forms containing the text of the Appeal, which will be 
delivered by their delegates to the representatives of 
the Great Powers in Paris. The demand for a Pact of 

Peace has been supported on behalf of 13,000 peasants, 
by 400 delegates to the peasant congress in the Allier 
Department; by 600 representatives of university 
teachers from all parts of the country as well as by the 
General Councils of the Marne and Drome Department 

and Mayors in the Genolhac canton (the Gard 
Department).  

At the same, time the struggle against the 
transportation of American war material is growing in 

intensity in France. In Nice dockers and seamen refused 
to load and transport arms consigned to Corsica. In 
Bordeaux the CGT unions put forward the slogan: “Not a 
single man for unloading and transporting war 
material!” In the Seine-on-Oise Department, “defence 

committees” are being formed against the project for 
an oil pipe line to take American oil from Havre to 
Germany. 
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Movement in U.S. Against American 
Aggression in Korea 
 
In connection with MacArthur’s arrival in San 

Francisco on April 17 peace supporters organised a 
demonstration outside the general’s hotel. The. 
demonstrators, consisting of trade unionists, Negroes, 
women and youth carried placards reading: “Peace now! 

Get our troops out of Korea!”, “Admit China to Uno”, 
“Our best defense is peace!”, “No German re- 
armament!”. Twenty-five thousand copies of a peace 
leaflet were distributed said: “Truman has spoken, 
MacArthur has spoken. Now let the people speak. End 

the war”. Buildings and pavements all over San 
Francisco were chalked with the slogan: ‘MacArthur is 
home. What about our boys?”. 

On April 18, 3,000 people in Baltimore (Maryland) 

signed a petition urging an end to the war in Korea. The 
signatures were collected by five women members of 
the Maryland. Committee for Peace who took up their 
stand on one of the main streets of “Petition to Truman. 
Send Our Boys Back From Korea. Stop this Bloodshed”, 

the women were quickly surrounded by hundreds of 
people who hastened to sign the petition. 

Sixty-five council members of the Ford Local 600 
(65,000 members) United Auto Workers Union, the 

biggest trade union local in the United States, in a 
statement sent to Jessup, U.S. representative at the 
meeting of the Foreign Ministers’ Deputies in Paris, 
declared: “We General Council members of Local 600, 
regardless of our political and inner-union differences 

greet the removal of MacArthur  ...this power hungry 
militarist... We call for an immediate negotiated peace 
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in Korea, removal of all foreign troops and unification of 
Korea in accordance with the desires of the Korean 
people.” The statement of the council members also 
calls for a Pact of Peace between the five Big Powers. 

 

Growing Activity of Peace Supporters in 
Rumania  
 

Sixty three thousand groups, embracing nearly 
200,000 people, are conducting explanatory work in the 
towns and villages of Rumania; and collecting signatures 
to the Appeal of the World Peace Council for a Pact of 
Peace. The growing activity of the peace partisans and 

the wide scale of the mass political work are resulting 
in, strengthening and extending the peace committees 
and in the formation of new-committees. At present 
there are over 20,000 peace committees with a 

membership of some 260,000 in Rumania. 
 

For a Million Signatures  
 

The Cuban National Committee for Peace has begun 
a campaign for a million signatures to the Appeal of the 
World Peace Council for a Pact of Peace between the 
five Great Powers. Supporting the campaign, the 
National Committee of the Popular Socialist Party of 

Cuba has called upon the Party membership to take part 
in the work of collecting signatures. 
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Workers and Peasants in India Active in 
Signature Campaign  
 
The struggle for peace is developing on a wide scale 

in West Bengal (India). In towns and villages the broad 
masses of the population are signing the Appeal of the 
World Peace Council. The Appeal was signed by many 
prominent writers, poets, literary workers, lawyers, 

employers, 500 signatures were collected in one day in 
the villages of Ishapura, Navabhundja and Palta. 

An unemployed worker in Calcutta, an active fighter 
in the peace movement, who formerly worked in the 
city tram depot, collected 400 signatures among 

tramway workers in the course of four days. 
 

People of Finland Strive for Peace  
 

Collection of signatures to the Appeal of the World 
Peace Council began in Finland on April 22. The 
resolution, adopted at a joint meeting of the Executive 
Committee of the Democratic Union of the People of 

Finland, the Communist Party and the Socialist Unity 
Party, calls upon all democratic organisations to help in 
every way in collecting signatures. The meeting also 
adopted the text of the May Day appeal of the 
democratic organisations to all the working people of 

Finland. 
The Permanent Peace Committee issued an appeal 

which says: “Finns! Support the Appeal of the World 
Peace Council! Collect, together with all peace-loving 
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people, signatures to the Appeal! Let us prove that our 
people are unswervingly striving for peace!”.  

Broad masses of the working people in Finland 
enthusiastically welcomed the decision to conduct the 
signature campaign. Many collectors have undertaken to 

collect not less than 1,000 signatures each. 
 

Signature Campaign Growing in Scale in 
Denmark 
 
 The campaign for signatures in support of the 

Appeal for a Pact of Peace is daily growing in scale in 
Denmark. Progressive democratic organisations—trade 

unions, youth, women’s and other organisations are 
taking an active part in collecting signatures. The 
seamen’s trade union in Esbjerg has called upon all 
seamen and their families and on all Danish people to 

sign the demand for a Pact of Peace between the five 
Great Powers.  

The Danish Peace Committee reports that nearly 
30,000 signatures to the Appeal have been collected so 
far. 
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GREAT CHINESE PEOPLE IN CAMP OF 
PEACE AND DEMOCRACY. PENG CHEN, 

Member, Political Bureau, Central 
Committee, Communist Party of China 

 
The Chinese people who for more than a hundred 

years had been downtrodden, exploited and abused by 
foreign imperialism and the domestic reactionaries in its 
service, have now won liberation and become masters 

of their country.  
As is well known, the Chinese people have waged 

bitter struggle against the imperialists ever since they 
first encountered them. In the past, the aim of their 

struggle was to free themselves from the imperialist 
shackles. At present the aim of their struggle is to 
combat imperialist aggression, to preserve the fruits of 
their victory and to safeguard world peace and 
democracy. 

The battle-tried Chinese people, who experienced 
enough trials and tribulations, know that the attainment 
and consolidation of their victory are bound up with the 
sympathy and aid of working people and oppressed 

nations of the world, and especially with the sympathy 
and aid of the peoples of the great Soviet Union. In 
turn, every struggle and every victory of the Chinese 
people represents powerful support for the working 
people of the world and the Soviet Union, This 

demonstrates that all working people throughout the 
world, whose interests and fate are common, belong to 
one big family. For the Chinese people, patriotism and 
internationalism can not only be combined, they are 

also identical.  
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The enemy, smashed by the Chinese people, is not 
confined to domestic reactionaries it also includes the 
combination of reactionary forces in China, all 
imperialists and running dogs. It is common knowledge 
that at one time the claws of all imperialists penetrated 

into China. These common enemies of the world and of 
the working people relying on China’s feudalism, 
compradore class, all the reactionary survivals and 
hysterical rubbish, organised reactionary regimes which 

oppressed the Chinese people, suppressed the 
revolutionary movements in China and protected 
imperialist aggression.  

These reactionary regimes can be traced from the 
Manchu dynasty, the Northern warlords to Chiang Kai-

shek’s Kuomintang. The combined forces of these inner-
external reactionary rulers were once very powerful. In 
the course of over a hundred years of ceaseless heroic 
struggle, and especially after the Great October 

Socialist Revolution, through the Northern expedition of 
the Great Revolution of 1924-1927, the agrarian reform 
of 1928-1937, the anti-Japanese war of 1937-1945 and 
the Liberation war of 1946 right up to the present, the 
Chinese people smashed all forces of reaction, 

annihilated over 8,000,000 reactionary armed forces of 
Chiang Kai-shek, equipped and commanded by the 
Americans; all the armed forces of the imperialists were 
driven out of China, including the American imperialist 

army quartered in China; the reactionary regime was 
overthrown and the People’s Government established.  

The victory of the Chinese people delivered a new 
crushing blow to the world imperialist system and 
further changed the relation of forces in the two world 

camps, namely, the imperialist aggressive camp and the 
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peaceful democratic camp, in favour of the camp of 
peace, democracy and Socialism. This victory struck 
fear into the hearts of the imperialists and other 
reactionaries the world over and brought joy to all 
working people and oppressed nations. This is the 

greatest event in world history after the Great October 
Revolution and the victory of the anti-fascist forces in 
World War Two. 

 

I. 
 
In order to complete and consolidate their victories, 

the Chinese people are now waging a sharp struggle to 
resist American imperialism and to aid Korea, to carry 

through agrarian reform and to suppress the counter- 
revolutionaries. They are engaged in the political and 
economic up-building of People’s Democracy. To cope 
with the new and tremendous tasks following victory, 

the great Chinese Communist Party is preparing for an 
all-out and systematic overhaul of Party organisation. In 
addition, it is developing and building up Party 
organisations in these areas where land reform has been 
newly completed and especially among industrial 

workers in urban areas to raise further the quality and 
militancy of the vanguard of the Chinese workers. The 
Chinese people who had long been regarded as the “sick 
men of Eastern Asia”, regarded as “ignorant and 

backward” by imperialist robbers, have risen to full 
stature. In the New China, all the reactionary garbage is 
rapidly being swept away. A new anti-imperialist, anti-
feudal upsurge and people’s democratic construction 
are developing by leaps and bounds.  
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The struggle against American imperialism and for 
aid to Korea, which is resisting American aggression and 
safeguarding peace and democracy throughout the 
world, has gripped the entire country. Large numbers of 
outstanding Chinese have already formed Chinese 

People’s volunteer units to wage the heroic anti-
American and patriotic war side by side with the Korean 
People’s Army. 

American imperialism is the worst enemy of the 

peoples of China and Korea, at present; it is also the 
worst enemy of the working people of the world and the 
last in human history. The struggle waged by the 
Chinese People’s volunteers and the Korean People’s 
army against the American aggressive army is a struggle 

to save Korea from destruction and to secure national 
liberation for Korea; it is a struggle in which the Chinese 
people are defending their own homes and their own 
country, a struggle to safeguard the fruits of victory. It 

is also a struggle in which the Chinese people are most 
effectively curbing American imperialist aggression and 
safeguarding peace and democracy for the world. It is a 
movement of patriotism and of internationalism. It is 
writing the most brilliant pages in human history. 

The present period is a period of upsurge in the 
struggle of the peoples of the world against 
imperialism. It is a period in which the imperialists 
frantically pursue aggression, while the proletariat and 

the oppressed nations carry on revolution. Armed 
struggle against imperialist aggression was not only the 
chief form of struggle in the Chinese People’s 
Revolution; it is becoming the main form of struggle for 
the peoples of all oppressed countries, such as Korea, 
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Viet Nam, the Philippines, Malaya, etc. Imperialism and 
oppressed people cannot exist side by side. 

Imperialism and all the reactionary cliques are 
armed to the teeth. Wherever the oppressed peoples or 
nations resist aggression and demand liberation, 

struggle to overthrow the regime of imperialism and the 
reactionary cliques, they immediately encounter the 
armed violence of these robbers, ending in bloody 
struggle. In these places the masses must oppose the 

armed forces of the counter-revolution with 
revolutionary armed forces.  

And although these plunderers sometimes strike a 
pious attitude for the purpose of deceiving the people, 
yet, whenever the revolutionary struggle of the people 

develops to the stage where it threatens the reactionary 
regime, they immediately raise their ugly heads and 
seek to suppress the revolutionary people by means of 
violence.  

The only way for the people to combat the 
imperialist wolves who seek their throats is to hit back 
hard and resolutely and to carry on the just armed 
struggle with determination. In those places where the 
armed struggle constitutes the main form of struggle, 

all other forms of struggle must be coordinated with it 
and become auxiliary forms.  

The day of imperialism has passed. Judging from its 
daily decline and its approaching doom, from its 

outward strength and internal weakness, that is, 
speaking of its intrinsic character and its general 
aspect—imperialism is but a paper tiger, We should 
scorn it and look down on it. We are strong and mighty 
as is proved by the daily struggle, while the enemy is 

weak, and is becoming weaker day by day. The enemy 
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can. be defeated, he can be crushed! We must have, in 
the highest degree, confidence in, victory! But we must 
not fail adequately to estimate the enemy’s strength in 
every concrete struggle. We must mobilise all available 
forces and wage the struggle with all our strength in 

order to gain victory time after time in every concrete 
instance. 

In accordance with the experience of the Chinese 
People’s Revolution, led by the great Mao Tse-tung, in 

order to defeat the imperialist plunderers we must have 
not only staunch leadership of the vanguard of the 
working class, a worker and peasant alliance as a basis, 
but must also establish a broad and powerful anti-
imperialist united front embracing the entire people, 

under the leadership of the proletariat and on the basis 
of the worker and peasant alliance. Otherwise we shall 
not be able successfully to defeat the enemy, The 
Chinese people defeated their enemy by relying on such 

a united front and by adopting the form of struggle 
based mainly on armed force. We are confident that by 
means of the same organisation and by adopting the 
same forms of struggle, the Korean people will finally 
defeat all the imperialist plunderers who have invaded 

their country. 
We must not only resist the aggression of the 

American imperialists and destroy the imperialist forces 
of aggression, but must thoroughly rid Ching of the 

vestiges of power and influence which the imperialists 
may have retained in China. In the course of the last 
hundred years or so, the imperialists engaged in  
political, military, economic and cultural penetration in 
China, disseminating far reaching poison and influence 

among the backward section of the Chinese people. 
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Recent years, in particular, have shown how the Chiang 
Kai-shek bandits did their utmost to infect the Chinese 
people with the malady of pro-Americanism and worship 
of American ideas, with the result that some people, 
lacking political common sense, became deeply drugged 

with reactionary propaganda. For this reason, after the 
victory of their revolution the Chinese people were 
compelled to proceed, might and main, to wipe out the 
last vestiges of imperialist power and influence in 

China. In the present “resist America and aid Korea 
movement” we are accomplishing this historic task on a 
rapidly developing nationwide scale and at a speed 
yielding results out of all proportion to the effort 
exerted. 

In the short period of 6 months the hidden power 
and influence in China of all imperialists and especially 
of the American imperialists are being swiftly 
eradicated. The one time haughty and swashbuckling 

American compradores and other pro-American 
elements, in short, all the “inveterate slaves” have now 
become “rats for all to beat”, scorned and shunned by 
all, and hardly able to raise their heads. 

The Chinese people have at present advanced a 

further step in developing and deepening the “resist 
American imperialism and aid Korea movement”, as 
well as the movement against the rearming of Japan by 
the United States and the conclusion of a separate 

Japanese peace treaty by the United States. The broad 
masses of the Chinese people, in accordance with the 
resolutions of the first session of the World Peace 
Council, are holding meetings to discuss the Japanese 
problem, conducting public opinion polls and collecting 
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signatures in support of a Peace Pact between the five 
Great Powers.  

United in their struggle to oppose American 
aggression and safeguard world peace, the 475,000,000 
Chinese people will hammer into the heads of the 

imperialists the severe blow that is in store for them, 
Let the deceitful and self-deceiving warmongers bluff 
and bluster. Soon they will realise that not only will the 
last vestiges of their concealed power and influence in 

China be completely uprooted, but that there will be no 
place for them to bury their aggressive forces in Korea. 

 
II. 

 

Side by side with the struggle against American 
aggression, defending the fruits of victory, peace and 
democracy, the Chinese people are simultaneously 
proceeding with their agrarian reform and with their 

efforts to root out the feudal system. In the last twelve 
months the land reform was completed on an area 
inhabited by a rural population of 130 million, thus 
enabling eighty million poor peasants to obtain about 10 
million hectares of land from the landowners. Added to 

the earlier liberated area, land reform has so far been 
carried out in an area inhabited by a rural population of 
270 million. 

We expect to accomplish, in the main, the full 

programme of land reform in China next year, i.e. to 
accomplish the historic task of completely destroying 
the feudal land system and, economically, the landlords 
as a class. Then, since the Chinese peasants will no 
longer have to pay land rent to the landlords, they will 
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be assured annually an increased income from food 
production of 20-25 million tons. 

This is an extremely bitter struggle—a struggle of 
gigantic magnitude. Over vast rural areas hundreds of 
thousands of Chinese peasants have risen from the 

bottom to overthrow the helpers and hirelings of the 
imperialists in oppressing the Chinese people, to 
overthrew the imperialists’ main ally in China—the class 
of landowners. The result of this measure added 

considerably to the strength of the Chinese people. 
Furthermore, it smashed the aggressive designs of the 
imperialists in relation to China and laid the foundation 
for China’s industrialisation and democratisation. 

China is a vast country. In the newly liberated areas 

where there is a shortage of cadres and where mass 
peasant organisations are not yet organised on a sound 
and solid basis, the overthrow of the feudal landlord 
class, entrenched in power over a period of several 

thousand years, and the end of the feudal land system 
cannot be secured simply by decrees of the Central 
People’s Government or through the efforts of a small 
number of cadres. We must act without restraint and 
proceed with full vigour in mobilising the broad masses 

of peasantry, lead the peasants in carrying out the tasks 
themselves and, rising from below, overthrow the 
landlords, take the land and the other property out of 
the hands of the landlords arid lead the peasants 

personally to distribute such land and property in 
accordance with the regulations of the Central People’s 
Government. Only by so doing can we completely 
destroy the forces of feudalism, can we bring land 
reform to a successful conclusion, can we fully develop 
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the revolutionary zeal of the broad masses of peasantry 
and completely defeat all our  foes. 

By relying on this revolutionary zeal, the vanguard 
of the Chinese working class in the past sustained itself 
in a ten-year civil war and an eight-year war of 

resistance. It also enabled the vanguard of the Chinese 
working class finally to destroy the Chiang Kai-shek 
bandits and the influence exerted by the imperialists in 
China. This same revolutionary zeal will enable us to 

repel all imperialist aggression and to build the great 
New China. 

The solid alliance of the working class and the 
peasants in China has a long history. During the Great 
Revolution of 1924-27 the Chinese working class united 

with the peasants, and on the basis of this solidarity, 
launched and waged the Northern Expeditionary War. 

But, when the revolution encountered setbacks as a 
result of the betrayal by the bandit Chiang Kai-shek, the 

vanguard of the Chinese working class, under the 
leadership of the great Mao Tse-tung, transferred its 
efforts to the countryside, waged the agrarian 
revolution and the war of resistance, created powerful 
bases for the revolution, relying on the peasants, and 

finally, in the people’s war of liberation, liberated the 
mainland of China. 

By reason of the fact that the vanguard of the 
Chinese working class led the peasants in overthrowing 

the landlords, in acquiring land, in achieving victory in 
the war and in, securing their complete liberation, it 
won for itself supreme prestige among the broad masses 
of the peasantry. This assured a lasting and solid 
alliance of the Chinese workers and peasants and 

guaranteed that the Chinese peasants will always follow 
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the ever forward march of the Communist Party of 
China which is equipped with the teachings of Marxism-
Leninism and the “Thought” of Mao Tse-tung, and will 
eventually pass into the stage of Socialism through 
collectivisation of agriculture. 

Another important measure for preserving the fruits 
of victory and checking imperialist aggressors, which is 
being carried out with full vigour and determination on 
a nation-wide scale by the Chinese people, is the 

suppression of the counter-revolutionaries, liquidation 
of enemy spies, bandits, special agents, local riff-raff 
and other counterrevolutionary elements endangering 
the interests of the people. 

This scum of the nation and enemies of the people 

are either organised or supported by the American-
Chiang Kai-shek gang. Some of them were trained at 
Saco, a special centre for training agents, operated by 
the Americans and Chiang Kai-shek. 

After their defeat at the hands of the Chinese 
people on the mainland of China, American-Chiang Kai-
shek reaction banked their last hopes on sabotage by 
these special agents and bandits. The Chinese people 
are well aware of the saying: “It is easier to take a fort 

from the inside.” Consequently, at the call of the 
People’s government, the nation rose as one man to 
assist the Government in vigorously suppressing various 
counter-revolutionary activities and in liquidating  

various counter-revolutionary elements, thus enabling 
the revolutionary order rapidly to be further 
consolidated. At present, not only have the bandits in 
various parts of the country been swiftly liquidated, but 
the remnants of the counter-revolutionaries who have 
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dispersed and gone into concealment will soon face 
extermination. 

The task of liquidating the remnants of the counter-
revolutionary elements is continuation of the struggle to 
defeat the Chiang Kai-shek reactionary clique and the 

imperialists. It is ruthless struggle of the masses against 
the enemy and not just a matter of security bureaux 
called upon to deal with saboteurs and intelligence 
agents. Therefore, this task is being carried out in close 

co-operation with the democratic parties. With 
leadership, preparation, and in orderly fashion all 
sections of the population are being mobilised to help 
the Government carry out this work from below.  

In the circumstances in which China finds itself 

today, it is impossible to achieve a quick and complete 
liquidation of the remnants of the counter-
revolutionaries without co-ordination of the mass 
movement with the people’s security organs in the work 

of eliminating the counter-revolutionaries. Our 
experience shows that by really mobilising the masses it 
is possible to isolate completely all counter-
revolutionaries and hound them so that they find 
nowhere to hide, and thus secure their swift liquidation. 

The outcome of the above-mentioned great struggle will 
further develop and consolidate the victory of the 
Chinese people’s revolution, it will strengthen the world 
camp of peace and democracy.  

 
III. 

 
Establishment of people’s democratic rule is now in 

full swing in China’s cities and villages.  
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The Chinese people’s democratic rule is a 
government by people’s representatives’ conference 
which is itself a basic form of the organisation of the 
Chinese people’s democratic united front. It can also be 
described, as the basic way in which the Chinese people 

at present administer State affairs. It is through this 
form of organisation that we solidly unite the entire 
revolutionary people together and make it a powerful 
force for the further development and consolidation of 

the victory of the Chinese people’s revolution.  
Political power in China today is political power of 

the new democratic type. It is not yet political power 
exercised by the dictatorship of the proletariat. In-as-
much as it is the revolutionary alliance of the working 

class, the peasants and petty bourgeoisie, the national 
bourgeoisie and other patriotic and democratic 
individuals, it belongs neither to the type of 
parliamentary government nor to the Soviet type. It is 

government by the people’s representatives’ 
conference. Experience shows that this is the best form 
of government for present-day China. Each of the 24 
provinces, 90 municipalities, and 1,967 counties in 
China have held people’s representatives’ conferences. 

People’s democracy is the source of all power. It is the 
basic condition for developing the activity and initiative 
of the masses. 

The liberated Chinese people passionately love their 

Motherland. For the sake of defending it and 
safeguarding their democratic rights and happiness, 
they are waging heroic struggle against American 
imperialism, for the sake of developing and 
consolidating their victory, they are also engaging in 

supreme efforts to carry out the great defence and 
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economic construction programme. The Chinese people 
are now striving to improve the economic status of the 
country and of the people.  

The aim of the Chinese people in overthrowing 
imperialism and feudalism was to transform an 

enslaved, impoverished and agricultural country into an 
independent, democratic, happy, prosperous and 
powerful industrialised country. After victory our first 
efforts were directed to rehabilitating the production 

front, stabilising the currency and prices, balancing the 
budget, readjusting relations between State and private 
enterprise and relations between labour and capital. As 
a result of the efforts of the Central People’s 
Government and People’s Government at other levels 

and due to the efforts of the people as whole, we 
succeeded between March 1 and June 1950; in 
overcoming the chaos in economy and finances left 
behind by the reactionary ruling clique; we checked 

inflation, stabilised prices, balanced the budget and 
ensured rapid development of production.  

Thanks to the leadership of the mighty State 
economy and co-operative economy and due to the fact 
that the banks, mines, iron and steel, electric power, 

rail communications and other important enterprises 
are mainly operated by the State, industrial 
development in the New China is gradually freeing itself 
from anarchy in production and marketing. The planned 

character of industrial production is on the increase. So 
far as the tendency of their development is concerned, 
private enterprises, just like public enterprises, are also 
quickly developing But the speed and scale of 
development of the public enterprises greatly outgrows 

that of private enterprises. As a result, the proportion 
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and leadership of public enterprises in the economic 
system as a whole are growing steadily. 

The Chinese people are brave, intelligent and 
industrious. The liberated Chinese working class is 
displaying great enthusiasm and initiative in production, 

emulation, and in new record movements. In the 
movement to resist U.S. imperialism, aid Korea, protect 
our homes and defend our country, patriotic production 
and emulation drives have extended to all fields of 

industry. Output in some branches of production has 
already surpassed the pre-war level. 

Having thrown off the shackles of imperialism and 
feudalism the Chinese peasants are now masters of the 
State. Their productive power and productive 

enthusiasm are also quickly expanding, Agriculture, 
severely damaged during the reactionary rule of 
American imperialism and Chiang Kai-shek, has quickly 
recovered. The national agricultural output in 1950 

reached more than 80 per cent of the record output in 
1936, the year prior to the anti-Japanese war. In some 
of the earlier liberated areas, agricultural output has 
already surpassed pre-war. 

Along with the increase in their productive power, 

the peasants’ purchasing power is also quickly rising. 
The liberated peasants are able not only to supply 
industry with large quantities of raw materials and food-
stuffs; they also want urban industries to provide them 

with large quantities of daily necessities. 
Due to the unification, of the country, rapid 

restoration of industrial and agricultural production and 
rail communications, and to the elimination of feudal 
barriers, both urban and rural economy are on the 

highroad to prosperity. Inter-change of urban and rural 
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products is developing on an unprecedented scale and 
speed. Foreign trade has also changed from the very 
unfavourable balance which continued for many years 
to a favourable balance. 

Our path of economic construction is still beset with 

grave difficulties and shortcomings. However, thanks to 
the co-operation and aid extended to us by the great 
Union and the People’s Democracies, and due to the 
fact that we have already formulated, under the 

guidance of our great Chairman Mao Tse-tung, a series 
of financial and economic policies in conformity with 
the concrete conditions in China, and thanks to the 
working out of the Common Programme which is 
unanimously supported by all revolutionary classes and 

democratic parties in China, the various components of 
our social economy, including State economy, co-
operative economy, the individual economy of peasants 
and handicraftsmen, and private capitalist economy will 

be able, under the united guidance of the State 
economy, to ensure a healthy development, and our 
economic conditions will gradually take a basic turn for 
the better. 

Experience shows that in a country like China, the 

new democratic system is an excellent system. This 
economic system will not only quickly restore and 
further develop production, thus making our economic 
condition gradually head towards prosperity, but it will 

also facilitate the steady forward advance of our 
economy as a whole towards Socialism. 
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IV. 
 
The present victory of the Chinese people is due to 

the leadership of the glorious Communist Party headed 
by Mao Tse-tung. The Communist Party of China has now 

5.8 million members. It is the vanguard of the working 
class, without any parallel in China’s history. It is a 
party built solely on the solid basis of Marxism-Leninism. 
It is a party of the Bolshevik type. 

Since it exists in such a vast and economically 
backward country as China which has considerable 
numbers of petty bourgeoisie, it is essential for such a 
mass party constantly to overhaul Party organisation 
and strengthen the work of the Party on the basis of 

Marxism-Leninism, on the “Thought of Mao Tse-tung, on 
the programme and Constitution of the Communist 
Party of China, in order to preserve the political, 
ideological and organisational purity of the Party and to 

preserve and enhance its political fighting capacity.  
In the past, we have carried out such work. Under 

the present conditions, following the nation-wide 
victory and great development in Party organisation, we 
are preparing once more to conduct an overall 

rectification in the style of work of the Party in order to 
strengthen the leadership for future revolutionary 
struggles and national construction, and to preserve and 
enhance the political, ideological and organisational 

purity of the Party. 
The systematic overhaul of Party organisations will 

once again be conducted in serious and careful fashion, 
in a well-planned and prepared manner. Education will 
be carried on among all members to teach them how to 

be Communists. Leadership in the branches will be 
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strengthened and their organisational life improved. 
Thus, all Party members will learn what is the criterion 
for a Communist and will be able to judge themselves 
from the standpoint of the ideological principles of 
Communism; all good Party members will continue  to 

improve and further develop their enthusiasm and 
initiative; and all Party members who have 
shortcomings and who have committed  mistakes will be 
able quickly to deepen their consciousness and 

eliminate shortcomings and mistakes. Backward 
elements who are beyond reform as well as undesirable 
elements who wormed their way into the arty will be 
expelled. 

Past experience proves that the qualities and 

fighting capacity of the Party are enhanced whenever it 
undergoes such an overhaul. 

With regard to the work of expanding Party 
organisation, because at the present time Party 

organisation and the distribution of Party membership 
are not well balanced, and now that the Chinese 
revolution has won basic victory, the lower 
organisations of the Party in all earlier liberated areas 
and in certain newly liberated areas must temporarily 

cease recruitment and be overhauled; on the other 
hand, in the rural districts of the newly liberated areas 
where the agrarian reform has been completed, and in 
factories, mines, enterprises, offices and colleges, Party 

organisation must be developed under strict control, 
with caution, leadership and in a planned way. At 
present, stress is placed, above all, on absorbing the 
new members and in creating Party organisations among 
industrial workers. 
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As regards active elements, who apply for 
membership or who are willing to undergo Party 
education, we must first of all provide them with 
systematic education which will enable them to conduct 
themselves as Communists, that is to provide them with 

the education of the Communist Party and Communism, 
thus enabling them to realise fully that the Communist 
Party of China is the political party of the Chinese 
working class, the advanced, organised detachment of 

the working class; that will struggle not only for the 
consolidation of the victory of the new democracy in 
China but also for the ultimate realisation of 
Communism in China; that every Party member must 
wholeheartedly serve the people, unconditionally work 

for the Party and the people and strictly observe the 
discipline of the Party, serve as a model in all struggles 
and in all the work led by the Party. Every Party 
member must constantly and energetically study 

Marxism-Leninism, the “Thought” of Mao Tse-tung and 
constantly engage in criticism and self-criticism in order 
to deepen his consciousness and working ability. 

Then, through careful selection and systematic 
investigation, we will admit to the Party those who have 

been active in struggle, in production or study, whose 
role is clearcut and absolutely conform to the conditions 
required of a Communist. 

For the Communist Party of China which has 

achieved victory, this work is not only possible, but 
absolutely necessary. 

 
*** 
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The Chinese people are great and unconquerable. 
The greatness of the Chinese people of today is due, 
first of all, to the fact that, under the leadership of the 
Communist Party of China headed by Mao Tse-tung, they 
have taken the path of Soviet people, and in doing so, 

have great achievements to their credit. Today the 
world has entered upon the era when a roads lead to 
Communism. Facts have fully demonstrated that the 
path of the Soviet people, guided by the great teachings 

of Lenin and Stalin, is the common path for the toiling 
people of the whole world, the path that was taken and 
that is being followed by the Chinese people, the path 
that should be taken by the peoples in all colonial and 
semi-colonial countries. 

The great victory won by the Chinese people is a 
victory for the toiling people of the whole world, and 
has added immensely to the strength of the world camp 
of peace and democracy. 

Today, the strength of the world camp of peace and 
democracy, headed by the Soviet Union, is 
incomparably greater than ever before.  

China, the Soviet Union, and the People’s 
Democracies represent human justice. Moreover, China 

and the Soviet Union alone, possess more than one-third 
of the world’s population; who have been firmly 
consolidated through the Sino-Soviet Treaty of 
Friendship, Alliance and Mutual Assistance.  

The strength of the world camp of peace and 
democracy headed by the Soviet Union, with China and 
the Soviet Union as two great pillars, greatly exceeds 
not only that of the enemy but is rapidly developing and 
growing stronger and stronger. This might is powerful 
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enough to safeguard peace and defeat any imperialist 
aggression.  

Let the People’s Democracies and the toiling people 
of the whole world struggle together under the 
leadership of the great Socialist Soviet Union to stop 

imperialist aggression and safeguard world peace and 
democracy! This is our era. Final victory will be ours! 
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FOR A MILITANT MAY DAY. Jacques 
Duclos, Secretary, French Communist 

Party 
 

This year, the working people of France celebrate 
May Day after winning a major victory under the slogan 
of united action over the Government of national 
betrayal puppet of the American imperialists. 

The Ministers of the “American Party” were fully 

determined to prevent any wage increase for factory 
and office workers despite the fact that wages were 
glaringly inadequate. It has been established that the 
purchasing power of the working people has shrunk by 

half compared with pre-war. The recent rise in prices 
makes the conditions of the working people worse still. 

Taking action against the wages situation, metro and 
bus workers in the Paris area, having firmly rallied 
around the lower committees and the central strike 

committee, declared a strike on March 16. This large-
scale strike of the metro and bus workers was followed 
by strikes of railwaymen and gas and electricity 
workers, which compelled a quick capitulation on the 

part of the Government. The Government was forced to 
increase the guaranteed minimum wage by 11.5 per 
cent and the lower wage rates by 15.6 per cent.  

On the basis of the Government’s decision workers 
and office staff in private enterprise are also demanding 

higher wages. In many places they have already won 
their demands. 

The Bank and file unity effected by the metro and 
bus workers in the Paris area is a splendid example for 

the entire working class. 
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The leaders of the yellow trade unions—agents of 

the Government and the capitalists—are coming up 
against the growing desire for unity among the masses 
of workers who see that their poverty is the price paid 

for the war policy pursued by the Government. 
From their own experience the working people are 

becoming increasingly aware of the exceptional 
significance of Comrade Stalin’s interview with the 

“Pravda” correspondent. They see that for France too, 
the words of J. V. Stalin have a bearing: “… 
Multiplication of a country’s armed forces and an arms 
drive lead to developing war industry, to curtailing 
civilian industry, to stopping large-scale civilian 

construction work, to increased taxation, to a rise in 
prices for consumer goods”. 

The working class of France draws from these words 
of Stalin the conclusion that it is necessary to fight in 

defence of peace, for a Pact of Peace between the five 
Great Powers, open to all countries. 

The working masses are not alone in feeling the 
disastrous economic consequences of the war policy. 
Discontent is also growing in the countryside and in the 

middle strata of the urban population. 
The facts prove irrefutably that since 1947, that is, 

since the time when, as a preliminary to Marshallising 
France, the Right-wing Socialist leader Ramadier 

excluded the Communists from the Government, the 
situation in the country has steadily worsened. Since 
that time successive Governments have constantly 
added to the tax burden borne by the French 
population, and on an ever-increasing scale have 

subordinated our country to the American imperialists. 
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The Ramadier Government raised taxes by 46,000 
million francs; the Schuman Government, by 148,000 
million; the Queuille Government, by 246,000 million; 
the Bidault Government, by 153,000 million and the 
Pleven Government, by 140,000 million francs. 

The present Queuille Government is preparing a 
further tax increase of 52,000 million francs and is also 
seeking extensive powers to solve the country’s vital 
problems by means of decrees and laws, without any 

control by Parliament. 
The Government is anxious to acquire the right to 

act by means of decrees and laws in order, first, to 
reduce social insurance benefits to the detriment of the 
masses in receipt of such allowances; second, to restrict 

the operation of the social security law; third, to raise 
the rent paid by the aged working people to whom the 
rent increases have not yet been extended; fourth, in 
keeping with the demands France’s of the American 

railway network. 
Such measures will inevitably give rise to even 

greater indignation among the masses of the working 
people who know that, simultaneously with cuts in 
social services, expenditure to intensify the “dirty war” 

in Viet Nam and to accelerate war ‘preparations in 
Europe is soaring. 

To this it should be added that the expenditure 
planned by the Government exceeds by far the 

scheduled sum of new taxes and that the Government is 
preparing for a general election in June, before all the 
fatal consequences of this policy, which add to the 
indignation of the people, begin to tell. 

The Government is aware that it has taken the path 

of inflation. It knows that since the last devaluation in 
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1949, the franc has lost 25 per cent of its purchasing 
power. The Government knows that in the coming 
months the problem of rising prices for agricultural 
produce will become all the more sharp since the 
peasants see the steadily growing disparity between the 

prices for industrial goods and agricultural produce. 
 
Official circles would like to conceal all this from 

the people as long as possible. This explains their 

intention to hasten the date for the elections. But at 
the same time, dreading to appear before the 
electorate, they elaborated the new electoral law 
swindle, which the masses of the people are gradually 
beginning to recognise thanks to the explanatory work 

carried out by the Communist Party. 
The collaboration of the parties of the Government 

majority and the de Gaullists shows that their common 
aim—from the Right-wing Socialists to de Gaulle—is to 

ensure, by means of a swindle, an assembly of fascism 
and war, designed for the purpose of intensifying the 
armaments drive and of adding to the poverty of the 
people. 

The French people already see that the war 

preparations find expression, for example, in the 
presence of occupation troops in France. The Americans 
have settled in Bordeaux and La Pallice whence their 
tentacles extend outward all over France. American 

arms are being moved from West to East, in the 
direction of Germany and the warehouses established in 
different parts of France. In the light of these facts it is 
understandable that with every passing day the problem 
of national independence assumes an ever greater 

significance in the minds of the people. 
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The unfolding events enable the working people to 
see more clearly the close connection between the 
struggle for immediate demands and the struggle 
against war, and this knowledge impels them to take 
the path of united action in the struggle for bread, 

freedom and peace. 
In these circumstances this year’s May Day 

celebration is of great significance in France. This is 
evident from the events that have developed in the 

course of preparing for the workers’ traditional day of 
struggle. Responding to the call of the co-ordinating 
committee in the Maltournée bus depot, comprising 
members of the General Confederation of Labour, the 
Confederation of Christian Workers and the “Force 

Ouvriere”, a joint meeting of 25 united action 
committees was held on April 16. The meeting issued an 
appeal to the men and women of Paris “to make May 
Day 1951 a great day of struggle and unity of the 

workers”. This marks another step forward toward unity 
of the working class, which must be strengthened more 
and more in the struggle against those responsible for 
the poverty—against the warmongers.  

The desire of the working class for unity expressed 

itself recently also in the fact that working people, 
members of the General Confederation of Labour, the 
Confederation of Christian Workers and “Force 
Ouvriere”, took part in the European Workers’ 

Conference in Berlin, and, in the spirit of proletarian 
internationalism, denounced the rearming of Germany 
by the imperialists in violation of the Yalta and Potsdam 
agreements; they also expressed themselves for a Pact 
of Peace between the five Great Powers.  
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These are encouraging signs. The working masses 
are realising more and more that the warmongers are 
hastening to plunge the world into another catastrophe. 
The events in the Far East, the aggressive war against 
Korea, the provocations against People’s China, the 

continuation of the MacArthur policy despite 
MacArthur’s dismissal, the signing of the “Schuman 
Plan”, the establishment of the “Atlantic” headquarters 
and the sabotage of the meeting of the Foreign 

Ministers deputies by the U.S., British and French 
delegates—all have evoked alarm among the working 
people.  

But while becoming increasingly aware of the 
dimensions of the threatening danger, the working 

people are not drawing pessimistic conclusions. On the 
contrary, they are coming to the conclusion that it is 
necessary to act. They are getting to know that united, 
they constitute an invincible force, all the more so 

since, the working masses of town and countryside are 
hostile to the imperialist policy of poverty and war.  

The French working people see also that in all 
capitalist countries the working class is rising in struggle 
for bread and peace, that the movement against 

imperialist oppression is engulfing more and more 
colonial peoples.  

Consequently, the celebration of May Day under the 
slogan of unity of the working people in a country such 

as France, which the imperialists regard as their No. 1 
strategic base, is an important link in the development 
of the struggle of the masses against the accelerated 
preparations of the imperialists.  
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The struggle of the peoples can frustrate the 
criminal plans of the warmongers and force them to sign 
a Pact of Peace between the five Great Powers.  

In its Resolution “Defence of peace and the struggle 
against the warmongers” (November 1949) the 

Information Bureau of the Communist and Workers’ 
Parties said:  

“The forces of democracy and the partisans of peace 
are greatly superior to the forces of reaction. The job 

now is to raise to higher levels the vigilance of the 
peoples in relation to the instigators of war; to organise 
and rally the broad masses of the people for active 
defence of the cause of peace, for the sake of the vital 
interests of the peoples, for life and liberty”.  

May Day in France, celebrated under the slogan of 
unity and complete confidence in victory based on the 
present correlation of forces, will, undoubtedly, be a 
powerful demonstration of the militant spirit of the 

working class and the people of France who are 
determined to spare no effort in defending their right to 
life, and to ensure the triumph of the cause of peace. 
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A FINAL RALLY ON S. GIOVANNI SQUARE 
IN ROME AS ITALIAN COMMUNIST PARTY 

CLOSES ITS CONGRESS 
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EVEN MORE RESOLUTELY FORWARD TO 
SOCIALISM. Rudolf Slansky, General 

Secretary, Communist Party of 
Czechoslovakia 

 
In all countries May Day—the great day of 

international solidarity of the working class and struggle 
against capitalism—will be, above all, a militant review 
of the anti-imperialist forces, of the forces of peace. 

Thus it will be in our country also, whose security is 
threatened by the insidious predatory plans of the 
American successors of Hitler and, in the first place, by 
the remilitarisation of Western Germany. For this reason 

there will resound ever more resolutely from Prague and 
from all over the country the words: we shall devote all 
our energy to the struggle for peace, for Socialism! 
Czechoslovakia will be a strong link in the peace camp 
and a reliable support in its struggle against the 

enemies of mankind.  
In our country, for which liberation by the Soviet 

Army and the constant fraternal aid of the Soviet Union 
opened the way to unprecedented prosperity and a 

happy life, May Day is simultaneously a great day of joy, 
a victorious review of successes achieved. Our people 
have many reasons for being joyful. Industrial output, 
already last year, surpassed by 50 per cent the level 
attained under capitalism. The increased targets for 

the second year of the Five-Year Plan were fulfilled by 
101.8 per cent, with the output of heavy industry—the 
base for the construction of Socialism—showing a 15.6 
per cent increase; light industry, 10.8 per cent and the 

food industry, 24.9 per cent.  
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In Slovakia, output of heavy industry increased last 
year by over 25 per cent and the increased plan for the 
third year of the Five-Year Plan was fulfilled 100.7 per 
cent in the first quarter, the plan for heavy industry 
being fulfilled 101.3 per cent.  

We also achieved distinct success in agriculture. Our 
peasants see for themselves the advantages gained from 
switching from backward petty production to joint 
farming in co-operatives. So far, 7,447 unified 

agricultural co-operatives have been formed, of which 
3,300 have already ploughed up the borders separating 
the fields. Over a million hectares were cultivated 
jointly, and this land, together with the land of the 
State and public farms, accounts for nearly one fourth 

of the total crop area. The conditions necessary for the 
complete abolition of all exploitation and unnecessary 
arduous labour in the countryside, for securing higher 
productivity of labour in agriculture, are being created 

gradually.  
In vain do our enemies fume and rave. People’s 

democratic Czechoslovakia is growing stronger and 
becoming more consolidated every day!  

The consciousness that the workers are working not 

for the exploiters, but for themselves, for their own 
class, for society—this consciousness, Comrade Stalin 
said, is a tremendous driving force in developing and 
perfecting industry in the USSR. These words of 

Comrade Stalin apply fully to us and to the other 
People’s Democracies. Due to this consciousness and to 
the enormous creative upsurge of our people and their 
awakening initiative, our Republic was able to put 
forward bolder tasks than those envisaged in the 

original Five-Year Plan.  
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Two years ago when we announced the original 
targets of the Five-Year Plan, our enemies pictured the 
Plan as an unfeasible programme and empty 
“propaganda”. Now it turns out that the Plan was 
underrated compared with the possibilities opened 

before us by the construction of Socialism.  
The world of exploiters needs false propaganda, 

while in the world of Socialist construction, on the 
contrary, even seemingly unrealisable dreams become 

reality, brighter and more beautiful than one could 
imagine. Consequently, the meeting of the Central 
Committee of the Communist Party of, Czechoslovakia, 
held in February 1951, brought forward new, 
considerably increased targets for the Five-Year Plan. 

Our country will be able to develop its industry and 
enhance its power much more quickly.  

In heavy industry we shall exceed, by the end of the 
Five-Year Plan, the 1948 level 2.3 times, producing 35 

per cert more tian originally foreseen in the plan. Our 
people know that every ton of steel produced in the 
countries of peace is a blow at the camp of war. Total 
industrial output will be almost double the 1948 level. 
This is the guarantee of our strength and our successful 

onward march towards Socialism. The country which the 
treacherous bourgeoisie wanted to convert into an 
appendage to the imperialist powers, into their 
obedient tool, is now strengthening its sovereignty 

thanks to the aid of the Soviet Union.  
The great militant tradition of May Day obliges our 

working class, which in the past decades fought 
stubbornly against the capitalists, to increase its 
activity in the work of building Socialism, to become an 

even better master of the homeland, an even more 
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conscious fighter for world peace. The grand work of 
reconstructing and further developing our industry is, 
above all, a matter for the working class. The working 
class is becoming more and more conscious of the fact 
that every new machine, turbine, crane, dredger, 

locomotive and electric power station—products of the 
skilful hands of Czechoslovak workers and technicians—
is a contribution to our common struggle for peace. A 
wonderful opportunity to win glory on the labour front, 

a militant front in the struggle against the imperialists, 
is available to the working class and the working people 
of Czechoslovakia. 

And the working class of Czechoslovakia will fulfil 
this task. It will do so because the Communist Party of 

Czechoslovakia has trained the working class in the 
spirit of proletarian internationalism, in the spirit of 
profound devotion to its liberator, ally, teacher and 
brother—the Soviet people.  

In vain were the hopes of the Western imperialists 
to seize the Party and the country with the help of the 
gang of agents, spies and traitors—Sling, Svermova. 
Clementis and Co.—to drag Czechoslovakia into the 
imperialist camp, as the criminal Tito gang did with 

Yugoslavia.  
By exposing and smashing the criminal conspiracy 

the Party demonstrated its strength. By exposing and 
smashing the plot, stressed Comrade Gottwald at the 

February meeting of the Central Committee, “we won a 
great battle in the struggle against the class enemy, 
and, in particular, a great battle in the struggle against 
the Western imperialists”.  

The working people realised the enormous 

significance of this victory. In thousands of resolutions 
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and in work pledges they expressed their gratitude and 
devotion to Comrade Gottwald and their Party. The 
working people of Czechoslovakia are now aware of the 
treacherous and foul methods employed by the class 
enemy. The Party members have once again seen for 

themselves that it is essential to treasure, like the 
apple of the eye, the unity and purity of the Party and 
consistently to apply all Bolshevik principles in inner-
Party life. They have learnt that love for the Soviet 

Union is a thorn in the flesh of the class enemy inside 
the Party, something that it seeks to undermine as 
much as possible.  

All spies and saboteurs always act in this way. But 
they will be smashed and swept away, avalanche-like, 

by the wrath of the working class and the working 
people who know what the Soviet Union means to them.  
The Soviet Union, the land of Lenin and Stalin, has 
demonstrated to workers all over the world that 

Socialism and Communism are not an unrealisable 
dream, that it is possible to put an end to exploitation, 
poverty, starvation and war.  

The Soviet Union has become the hope, the 
example, the main force and support of the 

international working class movement.  
The Soviet Union saved mankind from the horrors of 

fascist barbarity.  
To the Soviet Union, to its existence, to the heroic 

struggle of its people and the genius of Stalin we are 
indebted, above all, for the fact that the face of the 
earth has changed, that the ground is shaking under the 
feet of the imperialists.  
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The eyes of the people of the world are turned to 
the Soviet Union as the bulwark of peace, as their 
greatest hope.  

To treasure and strengthen the finest sentiments for 
the Soviet Union, to deepen the love for the Soviet 

Union, to learn from it, to learn from the experience of 
the vanguard and teacher of the Communist Parties—the 
Communist Party of the Soviet Union (Bolsheviks)—such 
is the main, the essential condition for our successes, 

tor new victories.  
The saboteurs and spies seek to penetrate the ranks 

of the Communist Party in order to divert it from the 
correct Marxist-Leninist path, to inject the venom of 
bourgeois nationalism and other forms of bourgeois 

ideology into the Party, and to smash its unity.  
In trying to achieve this, the saboteurs endeavour, 

above all, to suppress inner-Party democracy, as well as 
criticism and self-criticism, to deaden the activity of 

the Party members, to introduce bureaucratic methods 
into the Party, to weaken the Party’s links with the 
masses. Sling, Svermova and Clementis also tried to do 
this.  

The exposure of these elements impelled the Party 

to launch a vigorous struggle against any violation of 
Bolshevik principles in building the Party and in its inner 
life. 

By means of the broad and bold weapon of criticism 

and self-criticism which unfolded after the February 
Plenum of the Central Committee, the Party set to work 
to eliminate its shortcomings with the help of the 
greatly increased activity of the membership. Having 
purged its ranks of the traitors’ gang of Sling, Svermova, 

Clementis and Co., the Party will become even stronger 
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and more consolidated. The avowed imperialist agents 
who, by means of a counter-revolutionary putsch, 
wanted to seize power and restore capitalism in the 
country, were swept away in February 1948 thanks to 
the Communist Party. Now it has smashed and is 

ruthlessly eradicating the imperialist agency which 
pursued the same aims and conducted foul activities 
inside the Party. No one can halt the onward march of 
the working class and the people of Czechoslovakia, led 

by the Communist Party, on their victorious path 
towards Socialism.  

This May, surrounded with the love and confidence 
of the working people, the Communist Party of 
Czechoslovakia will celebrate its 30th anniversary—

thirty great and glorious years of struggle for Socialism. 
Headed by Clement Gottwald, the Party led the working 
class to victory over reaction in February 1948. It will 
lead the working class to the final victory of Socialism in 

our country. 
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STRUGGLE FOR PEACE IS MAIN SLOGAN 
OF MAY DAY DEMONSTRATIONS. Harry 

Pollitt General Secretary, British 
Communist Party 

 
On May Day the working class movement throughout 

the world reviews its mighty forces, draws strength 
from the successes of the previous year, learns lessons 
from its experiences and is inspired afresh for future 

struggles in pursuit of its noble aims.  
We, in Britain, recall on this May Day that first 

historic May Day in Britain in 1890, the preparations for 
which were personally directed by Frederick Engels, 

when 200,000 Londoners gathered in Hyde Park. Engels, 
who was an eye-witness, described it—“... dense, 
innumerable crowds, advancing with music and 
banners—over a hundred thousand in the procession— 
increased by almost the same number who had come 

individually; everywhere unanimity and enthusiasm and 
yet order and organisation as well”.  

We remember May Day 1920, when at numerous 
demonstrations all over Britain the slogan was raised, 

“Hands Off Russia!” and a great impetus given to the 
gigantic movement which helped the Soviet people to 
defeat the intervention of Lloyd George and Churchill. 

 We remember the great May Day of 1926, the year 
of the General Strike, when the demonstrations 

signalised the determination of the British working class 
to resist the attacks on their standards launched by the 
capitalists. It was in that month of May 1926 also that 
the British workers had practical proof of the feeling of 

international solidarity of the Soviet workers, who sent 
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£1,250,000 to the British miners to help them in their 
hour of need.  

But we also remember May Day 1950 when the 
workers of London, who, exercising their historic right 
to march, were attacked by squads of mounted and foot 

police, seventy of them arrested and many of them 
injured.  

It was a sign of the fear felt by the capitalist class in 
face of the demands of the workers for peace and 

friendship with workers of other lands, that a Labour 
Government did what no Tory or Liberal Government 
has ever previously dared to do in all the history of 
London’s May Day demonstrations.  

 

* 
 
The theme of the May Day demonstrations in Britain 

last year was Peace. Peace will be the theme again this 

year, and it is more than ever necessary that on this 
traditional day of international solidarity the workers 
should demonstrate their determination to prevent the 
catastrophe of a third world war.  

Since May Day 1950, the British Labour and Tory 

leaders have sunk deeper into the mire of national 
treachery and betrayal and are more and more 
feverishly preparing to drag the British people into an 
aggressive war which is being prepared by Wall Street. 

20,000 British troops have been placed under American 
command in Korea where they are fighting and dying for 
American big business. All British forces in Europe are 
under the command of Eisenhower. The British Navy in 
the Far East is under American command, and this is 

also to be the fate of the British Navy in the Atlantic.  
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Under American orders, the British Labour and Tory 
leaders have agreed to rearm the Nazis against whom 
British lads fought and died alongside the men of the 
other Allied powers in the united struggle against 
Fascism. On orders from Washington, a huge 

rearmament programme has been undertaken in Britain, 
which is already having disastrous effects on the 
standard of living of the people.  

To this the people are giving their answer. There is 

a new awakening in Britain to the seriousness of the war 
danger and the need to fight actively for peace. This 
awakening is reflected in the hundreds of resolutions 
passed against German rearmament by trade unions, 
Labour Parties and Co-operative organisations. It is 

reflected in the establishment of the “Peace with 
China” Councils, and the great meetings they have 
organised. It is reflected in the demands for a change in 
policy coming from wide sections of the community, 

such as university professors, manual and mental 
workers, church people, and professional circles. It is 
shown also by the great struggles for increased wages 
carried through recently by the dockers, the engineers 
and the railwaymen.  

In this developing fight the British people are 
encouraged and inspired by the great advances of the 
world peace movement during the past year. The five 
hundred million signatures to the Stockholm Appeal, the 

historic Warsaw Peace Congress, and the recent 
meeting of the World Peace Council in Berlin, show that 
the forces of peace are growing and broadening, and 
are capable of halting the plans of the warmongers if 
they extend their activity even more widely and 

strongly.  
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The contrast between the countries of the war camp 
and those of the peace camp has also had a profound 
effect. Workers in Britain and their wives, who face 
soaring prices and find it increasingly difficult to make 
ends meet, contrast their position with that of the 

peoples of the Soviet Union, where a new great 
reduction in prices has recently taken place and the 
standard of living is rapidly rising.  

They are being convinced of the truth of the words 

of J. V. Stalin: “It stands to reason that if the Soviet 
Union is not reducing, but on the contrary, expanding 
its civilian industry, is not winding up, but on the 
contrary, expanding the construction of new mammoth 
hydro-electric power stations and irrigation systems, is 

not stopping but, on the contrary, continuing the policy 
of price reduction, it cannot, simultaneously with this, 
inflate war industry and multiply its armed forces 
without risking finding itself in a state of bankruptcy.”  

May Day this year will give an enormous new 
impetus to the people’s fight for peace in Britain. It will 
be the occasion when a new confidence is given to all 
those who want peace—a confidence that if they will all 
act now with all their strength, they can prevent war. If 

all the diverse forces inside and outside the Labour 
Movement, which are deeply disturbed and concerned 
by the present policy pursued by the Labour 
Government, will unite in the struggle for peace, 

irrespective of their social, political and ideological 
differences, there is no power that can prevent victory 
in the fight for peace,  

Above all, this May Day will be a day on which the 
British people will respond to the call of the World 

Peace Council for a Pact of Peace between the five 
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Great Powers, and will actively demonstrate their 
support for this historical proposal.  

What a shadow would be lifted from the world if 
such a pact were concluded! How it would relieve the 
anguished fear that now tears at the hearts of so many 

millions of mothers the world over—the fear that their 
children may be destroyed in atomic war, that their 
sons may be killed because a handful of millionaires 
desire even greater profits!  

With what joy such a pact would be greeted by the 
heroic people of Korea, against whom such monstrous 
atrocities have been committed by the American 
barbarians! What a set-back it would represent to the 
criminal plans for extending war in the Far East against 

the great Chinese people! How it would be welcomed by 
all those peoples, including the German people 
themselves, who are menaced by the rearming of the 
Nazis! Such a pact would give the possibility for all the 

peoples of the world to devote their energies to 
peaceful constructive achievement instead of engaging 
in an arms drive and preparations for war.  

It would end the position where the fate marked out 
for Britain is that of an atom-bomb base for use by the 

Americans, and a supplier of cannon fodder to 
Eisenhower.  

 
* 

 
The British people, like hundreds of millions the 

world over, will make the demand for a Pact of Peace 
the central slogan of their May Day Demonstrations.  

This May Day in Britain will also be a day on which 

the call will go forth for unity in action of the working 
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class against the Tories and against the right-wing 
Labour leaders, whose policies are helping the Tories to 
advance.  

That bitter enemy of the working class, that most 
bloodthirsty of warmongers, Winston Churchill, is 

delighted because the Labour leaders, in carrying out 
his policy, have confused and frustrated many sections 
of the people who voted Labour in 1945 and 1950.  

The reply of the workers must be to intensify the 

fight against the Tories, to make certain they do not 
return to office, by fighting for a policy of peace, 
national independence and improved living standards, 
which can rally all sections of the people against the 
Tories and their agents in the Labour Movement.  

Let May Day see a great surge forward in the fight 
for such a policy, and the development of a fighting, 
pioneering spirit in the Labour Movement in preparation 
for the local elections, which will show both leaders 

that their policy of war and poverty will no longer be 
tolerated by the people. Let such unity be developed in 
the May Day demonstrations that both the local 
Elections and the General Election will result in a 
resounding defeat for the Tories the noble cause of 

peace and a better life for the people. 
Inspired by the aims set forth in its Programme, 

“The British Road to Socialism”, the Communist Party 
will make every effort this May Day to fulfil its great 

responsibilities and lead forward the Labour Movement 
and the workers of Britain in the spirit of the grand old 
slogan of the international working class movement—
“Workers of the world, unite!”. 
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SEVENTH FREE MAY DAY. Matias Rakosi, 
General Secretary, Hungarian Working 

People’s Party 
 

On May 1—the day of the international review of the 
forces of the working class and the peoples fighting for 
peace—the Hungarian working people also take stock of 
their results: how they contributed to strengthening the 
powerful camp of peace, how they achieved their 

successes, what difficulties they encountered and what 
tasks they should solve in order to go ahead with 
Socialist construction.  

This stock-taking is facilitated by the fact that the 

Congress of our Party—the Hungarian Working People’s 
Party—took place two months ago. The Congress 
summarised the results of the past years and charted 
our path for the years ahead. The entire course of the 
Congress proved that our working people are 

unanimously following the line of their strong and 
growing Party—the line of building Socialism and 
defence of peace. In honour of the Congress, the 
working people of Budapest organised a demonstration 

attended by tens of thousands of people who expressed 
approval of the aims of our Party, rejoiced at the 
results attained by diligent labour, and, from the 
successes achieved, drew strength with which to attain 
future aims and to overcome the difficulties confronting 

us. In connection with the Congress our people once 
again became convinced of the significance of our 
achievements and our failures, a significance that 
extends beyond the borders of our country. The 

Hungarian working people learned from the speeches of 
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the fraternal delegates that our successes facilitate 
their struggle, that they draw fresh strength from our 
achievements; consequently the responsibility resting 
on us in all spheres is even greater.  

At the same time the fraternal delegates, headed by 

the representatives of the great Bolshevik Party, could 
see that the spirit of proletarian internationalism burns 
brightly among the working people of Hungary, the 
feeling of warm affection for our liberator—the mighty 

Soviet Union and for the great friend of our people, the 
inspirer of our victories—the great Stalin. They could 
see the solidarity and warm sympathy of the Hungarian 
working people for the Korean and Chinese peoples who 
are waging a heroic struggle, defending themselves 

from the imperialist aggressors; they could witness the 
sympathy of the Hungarian working people for the 
fraternal parties in Korea and China. The envoys of the 
fraternal parties could record how deeply the Hungarian 

working people understand the significance of the 
liberation struggle of the colonial peoples, how deeply 
they sympathise with the struggle waged by the French 
and Italian Communist Parties and by the fraternal 
parties of other capitalist countries against the 

warmongers. They could see for themselves the healthy, 
friendly relations that link the Hungarian people with 
the other countries of People’s Democracy building 
Socialism. 

The Congress reported on our economic successes 
and the plans for the future. On the basis of the results 
achieved we established that we had under-estimated 
the enormous possibilities that lay hidden in Socialist 
planned economy, that the targets of our first Five-Year 

Plan, elaborated one and a half years ago, had to be 
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raised considerably. This was facilitated by constant aid 
on the part of the Soviet Union and by the utilisation, 
on an ever extending scale, of Soviet experience. 
Therefore, we decided, in contrast to the original plan, 
that the level of industrial output would be increased in 

1954, compared to 1949, not by 86 per cent but 
approximately by 200 per cent. Within this framework, 
the level of heavy industry output will reach 280-290 
per cent instead of the original 104 per cent. 

The report on the fulfilment of the increased plan 
for the first quarter of the second year of the Five-Year 
Plan, published the other day, proves that our increased 
plan is based on reality. All manufacturing industry 
fulfilled the plan for the first quarter by 100.8 per cent. 

Output of manufacturing industry rose 32.6 per cent in 
the first quarter of 1951 compared with the 
corresponding period last year. Within this framework, 
heavy industry output increased 41.1 per cent and light 

industry 33.3 per cent.  
Socialist reorganisation of the countryside is 

developing in a big way. During the autumn and spring 
months the producer co-operative movement developed 
successfully and the number of peasant households 

voluntarily united for collective cultivation, trebled. 
The producer co-operatives and the State farms already 
own one fifth of the total arable land, and there is 
every sign that in the autumn, following the harvest, 

the socialist reorganisation of the countryside will 
continue to forge ahead on a sound basis.  

In summarising our achievements mention should be 
made of the cultural revolution, without which Socialist 
construction would not be complete and the insufficient 

development of which we stressed 2-3 years ago. As 
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Comrade Stalin has pointed out, the tasks of the 
dictatorship of the proletariat include the organisation 
and realisation of the cultural revolution, the cultural-
educational work of the State organs. At the Party 
Congress we were able to record with every right that 

the cultural revolution had begun also in our country, 
that in the sphere of culture too, we had begun 
approach the level reached in the political and 
economic spheres. Substantial successes have been 

achieved in Party education and in science, in popular 
education and in art. We must particularly stress the 
results of the mass cultural movement and, within its 
framework, the cultural development of the working 
peasantry.  

This year our working people celebrate May Day in 
the midst of a powerful campaign in defence of peace. 
From the results already achieved it is clear that the 
Hungarian workers, peasants, progressive 

intelligentsia—every honest-minded citizen in our 
homeland—will sign the Appeal of the World Peace 
Council for a Pact of Peace between the Great 
Powers. The new element in this campaign, the 
element that we have succeeded in achieving for the 

first time is the fact that the majority of the working 
people have asked themselves: what can I do personally 
to help preserve peace and rebuff the attacks of the 
imperialist warmongers? We have now reached the point 

at which for the first time, hundreds of thousands of 
workers and peasants realise the connection between 
their day-to-day labour and the task of defending world 
peace. In the course of this campaign the masses of the 
working people learnt to strengthen the camp of peace 

daily by means of diligent labour, economy of materials, 
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vigilance, civic discipline, immediate and effective 
rebuff and exposure of any encroachment by the 
enemy.  

The results summarised by us would be incomplete if 
we said nothing about our difficulties. The road to 

victory is replete not only with successes but also with 
difficulties. Last year’s drought resulted in poor fodder 
crops which effected all food supplies. The class enemy, 
kulaks and speculators immediately launched an 

offensive in this sphere, and because we were not 
sufficiently vigilant, they added to our difficulties. We 
know that these are temporary difficulties which we 
will quickly and thoroughly eliminate. We were not 
dizzy with success, nor are we scared by the difficulties. 

We have become convinced, on the basis of experience, 
that the most solid results are those achieved by dint of 
sacrifice and labour.  

In connection with the international review of the 

forces of the working class and the peoples fighting for 
peace, we must constantly point to the invaluable aid 
rendered to the Hungarian People’s Democracy and to 
the entire camp of the peoples building Socialism by our 
liberator—the Soviet Union. This aid is manifest in all 

spheres of our economic and cultural life. This is the 
strongest support for our development, the 
inexhaustible source of our strength. The mighty 
victories won along the pathway of building Communism 

in the Soviet Union are invaluable for all progressive 
mankind. A few days ago, when the Soviet Union 
reported to the effect that the Five-Year Plan in Soviet 
industry had been fulfilled in 4 years and 3 months and 
that the level of industrial output exceeded the 1940 

level not by 48 but by 73 per cent, all of us were aware 
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that this was another victory for the cause of peace and 
Communism, a major contribution to the forces of the 
peace camp.  

To give an idea of how an ordinary worker estimates 
the significance of the enormous economic victories 

won by the Soviet Union, I will quote the following 
example. Comrade Janos Compagn, a stakhanovite in 
the “Lingel” factory in Budapest, writes: “Yesterday 
when I read the report about the fulfilment of our plan I 

immediately thought of the recent report on the 
fulfilment of the plan in the Soviet Union. I compared 
them. On the example of the Soviet Union and with its 
aid the achievements of our socialist industry are also 
growing. I feel proud that we are also on guard, that our 

homeland too, takes part in defending peace, in 
strengthening the camp of peace”. 

The American imperialists and their satellites also 
have their plans. These are the typical plans of 

warmongers aimed not at promoting progress and 
happiness for mankind but at creating new war blocs, 
alliances, military bases, at enslaving entire parts of the 
world, at plundering and ruining them, at unleashing 
another world war. While the Soviet Union is turning 

deserts into flowering fertile regions, the plans of the 
American imperialists result in converting fertile lands 
into lifeless deserts.  

Everyone in the camp of peace is confident that the 

plans for world domination cherished by the American 
imperialists, are doomed to failure. In the imperialist 
countries themselves, the working masses, under the 
leadership of the Communists, are combating these 
plans on an ever wider front and with ever greater 

success. This is borne out by the victorious strikes 
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waged by the French, Italian and British workers. While 
seeking to strangle the liberation struggle by sanguinary 
war in Korea, Viet Nam and other places, the imperialist 
colonisers encounter—from Korea to Morocco—the 
resolute resistance of the peoples—further proof that 

they will not succeed in their plans to suppress the 
peoples. Even in Spain, whose people are languishing in 
heavy chains, resistance and protest on the part of the 
oppressed masses are the order of the day.  

In our immediate neighbourhood the accomplices of 
the American imperialists—Tito and his gang—act the 
boss. In accordance with the demands of the American 
imperialists, capitalism is being restored in Yugoslavia 
and the country bartered. To distract the attention of 

the starving, impoverished and desperate Yugoslav 
people, Tito and his gang seek, might and main, to 
foment hatred for the peoples of the neighbouring 
People’s Democracies. All that they have imbibed from 

the Gestapo and the imperialist secret services they are 
bringing into play against us in order, by means of 
provocations, incidents and fomenting Serb chauvinism, 
to arouse hostility towards us and thus to serve the 
cause of their masters—the American imperialists. We 

are replying to this by cementing the forces of our 
working people more and more defending with all 
staunchness the cause of peace.  

On May Day, the day of the great review of our 

forces we can say, with feelings of confidence and joy, 
that the forces of the camp of peace and progress are 
growing throughout the world. The Hungarian working 
people proudly call themselves soldiers of this camp, 
loyal champions of peace. The words of our great 

teacher, Comrade Stalin: “Peace will be preserved and 



 
 

68 
 

consolidated if the peoples will take the cause of 
preserving peace into their own hands and defend it to 
the end” found fertile soil among our working people. 
On May Day, they will once more demonstrate that, in 
the interests of defending and consolidating the cause 

of peace, they are ready to make any sacrifice; that 
they are faithfully and firmly following the Hungarian 
Communists—the Hungarian Working People’s Party; 
that they are marching enthusiastically and loyally, 

together with the entire camp of peace, led by the 
Soviet Union. 
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PLENUM, CENTRAL COMMITTEE, 
COMMUNIST PARTY OF SLOVAKIA  

 
A Plenum of the Central Committee of the 

Communist Party of Slovakia was held in Bratislava on 

April 18-20.  
Rudolf Slansky, General Secretary of the Communist 

Party of Czechoslovakia, attended the Plenum.  
The main report on the work and tasks of the Party 

in connection with the decisions of the Plenum of the 
Central Committee of the Communist Party of 
Czechoslovakia was delivered by Viliam Siroky, 
Chairman of the Communist Party of Slovakia.  

The Plenum also heard a report by Stefan 
Bastovansky, General Secretary of the Communist Party 
of Slovakia “On certain shortcomings in Party work” and 
a report by Julius Branic “The increased tasks of the 
Five-Year Plan”.  

The speakers summed up the results of carrying out 
the Five-Year Plan for Slovakia and outlined the 
perspectives of accelerated economic development for 
Slovakia arising from the decisions of the February 

Plenum of the Central Committee of the Communist 
Party of Czechoslovakia.  

Thirty-four delegates spoke in the discussion 
following the reports. All the speeches were permeated 
with profound patriotism and reflected the affection 

and loyalty of the people of Czechoslovakia for the 
Soviet Union and the great Stalin.  

Rudolf Slansky, General Secretary of the Communist 
Party of Czechoslovakia, dwelt on the tasks of socialist 

construction in Slovakia.  
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After the closing speech by V. Siroky, the Plenum 
adopted important decisions relating to Marxist-Leninist 
education and about increasing the circulation of the 
daily Party press to 300,000 copies by the end of the 
current year.  
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XIV PLENUM, CENTRAL COMMITTEE, 
COMMUNIST PARTY OF COLOMBIA  

 
The recent plenary session of the Central Committee 

of the Communist Party of Colombia, held in 

underground conditions, had the significance of a Party 
conference. The Plenum discussed the political report 
made by General Secretary Comrade Gilberto Vieira: 
“For peace, national independence and freedom, 

against the policy of war” and the report by Comrade 
Jesus Villages: “Struggle for unity of the working class 
of Colombia”.  

The struggle for peace was the main item on the 

agenda of the Plenum which condemned the despatch 
to Korea of the frigate “Almirante Padilla” and the first 
contingent of 1,000 Colombian soldiers—sent by 
Laureano Gomez in the interests of the American 
imperialists.  

The Colombian people are fighting against the 
colonisation of the country by the United States—
colonisation which began with the seizure of the 
Panama isthmus and now continued by means of the so-

called Carey plan. As a result of this plan Colombian 
economy is being distorted, industrialisation retarded, 
the plans for smelting pig-iron and steel at Paz del Rio 
sabotaged and the railway network destroyed for the 
purpose of intensifying imports of U.S. automobiles, 

Colombian engineers and technicians are being replaced 
by Americans; American bankers are granted more and 
more privileges, a policy of inflation is being carried 
out, the peso devalued and prices are soaring. 
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The Plenum resolved that the Communist Party 
should take active part in the forthcoming 
Parliamentary election campaign. It also resolved that 
the only way out of the present situation is: “a) struggle 
to secure united action of the working class, b) to 

extend and strengthen the peace movement, c) the 
workers-peasants alliance; extend the struggle of the 
peasants for land, d) create a democratic front for 
national liberation, e) strengthen the Communist Party 

ideologically and organisationally and extend its 
influence.”  

The Central Committee denounced the opportunist 
right tendency of the anti-Party group which Augusto 
Duran is trying to knock together in Barranquilla—this 

group asserts that the Gomez dictatorship is the 
“dictatorship of the progressive bourgeoisie”. The 
Central Committee also denounced the “left” deviation 
whose spokesmen assert that the “armed struggle is the 

basic form of struggle in the present stage in 
Colombia”.  

The Plenum sent greetings to the C.P.S.U.(B) and 
Comrade Stalin as well as to other fraternal Communist 
Parties.  
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HIGHER WAGES FOR WORKING PEOPLE 
IN BULGARIA 

 
The wellbeing of the working people in the People’s 

Republic of Bulgaria is steadily improving.  

The wage bill for factory and office workers 
employed in industry and transport rose 14.3 per cent in 
1950 compared with 1949. In industry alone, the wage 
bill increased 18.9 per cent. The average wage of 

factory and office workers during the same period rose 
6.2 per cent. 
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PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF BULGARIA. 
Mikhail Mikhailov, leading worker in 

Plant No. 16, signing the Appeal for a Pact 
of Peace 
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INTERNATIONAL SOLIDARITY OF 
WORKING PEOPLE INVINCIBLE. Anna 
Pauker, Secretary, Central Committee, 

Rumanian Workers’ Party 
 
Year by year the significance of May Day, the day of 

international solidarity of the proletariat and the review 
of its militant forces battling for peace and Socialism, 
increases with the growth of the revolutionary forces of 

the working class.  
Feelings of boundless pride for the successes of the 

international labour movement and confidence in the 
future fill the heart when one glances backward to the 

time when May Day was first celebrated on an 
international scale and even further to the day when, 
for the first time, the resounding call went out: 
“Workers of all lands, unite!” What immense strides 
have been made during this period by the working 

people, headed by the working class, along the pathway 
of strengthening international solidarity and its fighting 
capacity!  

Arming the working class with the great idea of 

proletarian internationalism—an integral and 
inseparable part of scientific Communism—Marx and 
Engels demolished the walls which restricted the 
outlook of the proletariat to the narrow confines of 
bourgeois nationalism. They helped the proletariat to 

become conscious of the fact that it is a giant capable 
of changing the face of the world, and called on it to 
smash the barriers which artificially divided its forces. 

Soon, however, the proletariat was diverted from 

the correct path of international solidarity. For decades 
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the bourgeois agents in the working class movement—
the Right-wing Social Democratic leaders of the Second 
International—terrified at the broad prospect of 
unification and liberation which Marx and Engels had 
opened before the working people, beclouded 

everything in the venom | of revisionism, reformism, 
opportunism, deceit and treachery. Instead of one of 
the fundamental principles of Marxism—proletarian 
internationalism, international solidarity of exploited in 

struggle against exploiters—the social-chauvinists 
proclaimed nationalistic “solidarity” of exploited and 
exploiters in every country against the exploited of all 
countries. Step by step, they took the proletariat along 
the path which could lead only to the conflagration of 

the first imperialist world war.  
Lenin, the giant of thought and revolutionary action, 

ruthlessly cleared away the fog spread by the 
opportunists and mercilessly exposed the treacherous 

Social-Democratic leaders. Once again, and even more 
brightly, there opened up before the working class the 
international horizon of revolutionary Marxism, greatly 
broadened the genius of Lenin. 

Under the leadership of Lenin and Stalin, under the 

leadership of the Bolshevik Party which they had 
created and nurtured, the Russian proletariat, in 
alliance with the peasantry, destroyed capitalism over 
one-sixth of the earth’s surface. The Great October 

Socialist Revolution brought about a gigantic qualitative 
leap in life and thought, in methods of struggle and 
organisation of the proletariat of all countries and all 
working mankind; it raised the revolutionary movement 
of the working class and international solidarity of the 

working people to unprecedented heights. The fact that 
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the workers, in alliance with the peasantry, won power 
in one of the biggest countries in the world was a great 
historical triumph of the working people of the world. 
The working people justly regarded the Soviet Union as 
their own and, with affection, took upon themselves the 

responsibility and the task of defending it in all 
circumstances, as their homeland, against any 
imperialist invasion. In its turn, the Soviet Union, true 
to proletarian internationalism and international 

solidarity of the working people, in its entire policy and 
under all conditions, became and remains the hope and 
an ever more powerful bulwark in the struggle of the 
working people of the world against imperialism.  

The Great October Socialist Revolution inspired in 

the international proletariat consciousness of its role 
and its ability to unite, lead and liberate all working 
people. It pulled down the barriers between the urban 
proletariat and the peasantry and opened the way for 

their revolutionary alliance throughout the world. It 
pulled down the barriers between Europeans and 
between the ‘civilised’ and “non-civilise” slaves of 
imperialism, it generated the creation around the first 
Socialist state of a united world-wide militant front—the 

front of proletarians, dependent and colonial peoples—
against imperialism. The Great October Socialist 
Revolution ushered in the era of proletarian and 
colonial revolutions under the leadership of the 

proletariat, it heralded the beginning of the liberation 
of the exploited and the beginning of the end of the 
exploiters.  

An outcome of the victory of the Great October 
Socialist Revolution was the unification of the vanguard 

of the proletariat and consistently revolutionary working 
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people of many countries into Communist Parties, the 
mortal foes of opportunism and boundlessly loyal to the 
principles of proletarian internationalism. Guided by the 
teachings of Marx-Engels-Lenin-Stalin, the Communist 
and Workers’ Parties are leading the masses in 

revolutionary struggle against capitalism, organising the 
struggle of the peoples for peace and against the war 
intrigues of the imperialists. That is why millions of 
ordinary people have supreme confidence in the 

Communists and resolutely rally round their banner. 
Growth of the strength and influence of the Communist 
Parties has become, despite repressions and slanders by 
the bourgeoisie and their lackeys—the Right-wing Social 
Democrats, the law of historical development, and 

simultaneously, the basic factor in strengthening 
international solidarity of the working people.  

Neither the armed intervention by the imperialists, 
the Hitlerite aggression, prepared by American and 

British imperialists nor the slander and incitements by 
the Right-wing Social Democrats, could halt the steady 
development and consolidation of the Soviet Union, 
could halt its great onward march towards Communist 
society towards realising the age-old dream of 

happiness for mankind.  
On this May Day all progressive mankind celebrates 

the great achievement of the Soviet people, who, under 
the brilliant leadership of Comrade Stalin, completed 

the fourth (first post-war) Five-Year Plan. The fact that 
Soviet industry is now twice as powerful as it was when 
Hitler Germany attacked the Soviet Union, is a great 
historical victory for the entire front of peace and 
Socialism, which sees in the Soviet Union the forerunner 

and leader of the struggle for lasting peace and 
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friendship between the peoples, for curbing the 
aggressive designs of the warmongers.  

In the past, as is the case now, every victory won by 
the Soviet Union, led, as it leads now, to a more 
profound crisis of capitalism, to a fresh upsurge in the 

struggle of the working class for power. The victory of 
the Soviet Union over fascism in World War Two wrested 
another large slice of the world from the clutches of 
imperialism and summoned to a free life 600 million 

citizens of the huge liberated territory. The historic 
victory of the Chines People’s Revolution, won under 
the leadership of Comrade Mao Tse-tung and the 
Chinese Communist Party, made another deep breach in 
the very foundations of imperialism. The Chinese 

People’s Republic, in alliance with the U.S.S.R., is a 
mighty force for peace. A big contribution to the cause 
of peace is being made by the German Democratic 
Republic. 

Enjoying the selfless and all-round aid of the Soviet 
Union, the People’s Democracies, under the leadership 
of the Communist and Workers’ Parties are devoting all 
their efforts to peaceful construction, industrialisation 
of their countries, mechanisation of agriculture, to 

improving the well-being and cultural level of the 
working people. The peoples of the New Democracies—
Poland, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Rumania, Bulgaria, 
Albania have achieved and continue to achieve marked 

success in building a planned socialist economy, devoid 
of crises and unemployment. 

The success of the People’s Democracies is success 
for the working class and working people of the world; 
the economic and political consolidation of the 
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Republics of People’s Democracy, the friends and allies 
of the forces throughout the world.  

 
* 

 

The example of our country bears witness to the 
fact that free people, guided in their work by the 
teaching of Lenin and Stalin and who rely on the 
powerful support of the country of victorious Socialism, 

and on its rich experience, can perform miracles. Is it 
not remarkable that our country which the Western 
imperialists and its own bourgeoisie and landlords had 
doomed to stagnation for decades should, in the space 
of two years, double its industrial output, which serves 

the interests of peaceful development?  
Is it not remarkable that our country which had 

always depended on the Western imperialists for 
industrial equipment, having taken the path of Socialist 

industrialisation, should, in a short period, create new 
branches of industry such as engineering, production of 
oil equipment, tractors, agricultural machinery, etc.? 

The Five-Year Plan of the Rumanian People’s 
Republic for 1951-1955 will take us a long way towards 

liquidating the profound economic and cultural 
backwardness of our country, towards laying the 
economic foundations of Socialism. Electrification, 
within the framework of the Five-Year Plan is being 

successfully carried out. Construction of the big hydro-
electric station named after V. I. Lenin, on the river 
Bicaz, is well under way. In 1955 ships will be sailing 
along the Danube-Black Sea Canal.  

This year, one week after May Day, our country will 

celebrate another great event for our working class and 
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working people—the 30th anniversary of the Rumanian 
Communist Party. During three decades of struggle, of 
which two were passed in deep underground, our Party 
resolutely upheld proletarian internationalism and close 
solidarity with the revolutionary proletariat of the 

world, with all peoples struggling for peace and 
freedom, above all, with the Soviet Union—the 
homeland of Socialism. As was pointed out in the 
resolution of the Fourth Congress of the Rumanian 

Communist Party in 1928, genuine freedom for the 
Rumanian people will be won “only when the Rumanian 
working masses unite with the working masses of other 
nationalities in Rumania in struggle against the ruling 
Rumanian bourgeoisie and end its rule and the 

dependence of our country upon foreign imperialism, 
when they combine the struggle for genuine national 
independence... with the struggle of the revolutionary 
proletariat, when they combine their interests with the 

interests of the world revolution and defence of the 
Soviet Union.”  

The working people of our country greet May Day 
and the 30th anniversary of our Party with socialist 
emulation which has developed on an unprecedented 

scale, expressing in labour their resolve to complete 
ahead of schedule the programme for the first year of 
the Five-Year Plan and save millions of lei by output in 
excess of plan. Educated by the Party in the spirit of 

proletarian internationalism, they know that by 
accelerating socialist construction in their country, they 
are simultaneously fulfilling their international duty in 
the common cause of liberating the working people of 
the world and helping to consolidate the world peace 

camp.  
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* 
 
Around the free world engaged in creative labour, 

working for prosperity and a cultured life for the 
working people, hover, like birds of Prey, the American 

billionaires and millionaires. Greedy for profits, striving 
for world domination, they are burning with impatience 
to kindle the flames of the world war which they have 
been preparing for years. Their closest assistants in this 

foul design are the Right-wing Social Democrats and the 
fascist Tito gang.  

Furious at the Chinese people “slipping from their 
hands”, the American imperialists attacked their 
neighbour—Korea.  

The Korean people will be destroyed by 
“blitzkrieg”… the peoples of the world will be stricken 
with fear... war will spread to China, Germany, the 
Balkans...—such were the ravings of the “strategists” of 

the American trusts, incapable of learning anything 
from Hitler’s fate.  

But the results of the war in Korea proved quite 
different. The legend of the invincible might of the U.S. 
billionaires burst like a bubble. Not fear, but boundless 

hatred is aroused in mankind by the barbarity of these 
degenerates. The heroic struggle of the Korean people, 
the Chinese volunteers in Korea and the people of Viet 
Nam is yet another manifestation of the fact that there 

is no force capable of subjugating people who have 
experienced freedom and who are defending it with all 
their might. 

Reviewing their militant forces on this May Day the 
working people see that never before have the 

bloodthirsty imperialists been opposed by such a 
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mighty, organised and united force as the world peace 
movement is today. 

Side by side with the hundreds of millions of working 
people in the countries of Socialism and People’s 
Democracy, who are struggling for peace, who are 

engage a peaceful labour to strengthen their free and 
independent homelands, hundreds of millions of people  
in the capitalist countries, in the and semi-colonies are 
battling for bread, peace and freedom. In the capitalist 

countries the working class, led by the Communist 
Parties, is everywhere heroically overcoming the 
persecution of the Marshallised  accomplices—the Right-
wing Socialists and Titoites—and developing large scale 
militant actions against the aggressive war designs of 

the American imperialists. The European Workers’ 
Conference against remilitarisation of Germany, the big 
strikes in France, Italy, Britain and Western Germany, 
the heroic and continuing struggle of the Spanish 

workers against the fascist regime of Franco whom the 
American aggressors regarded as a “reliable partner”, 
the strikes involving tens of thousands of oil workers in 
Iran resisting the plunder of their country and the 
attempts by the U.S. and British imperialists to turn it 

into a war base—these are but a few examples of the 
great upsurge of the working class, struggling in the 
vanguard of the fighters for peace.  

The gigantic peace front now unites hundreds of 

millions of people, must become broader and even more 
powerful. The vast majority of mankind are striving  for 
peace. The Rumanian people, who wholeheartedly  
supported the decision of the First Session of the World 
Peace Council, are now, with great enthusiasm, 

signing the Appeal for a Pact of Peace among the 
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Great Powers. Tens of thousands of signatures already 
have been collected in towns and villages throughout 
Rumania. It is our duty, the duty of Communists and all 
fighters for peace, to convince the working people that 
the insignificant minority preparing war will be 

paralysed if the great majority, who do not want war, 
refuse to support and condemn their criminal actions, 
that the militant solidarity of the peoples, taking the 
cause of preserving peace into their own hands, can 

isolate the gang of criminals preparing war.  
Fighters for peace in all countries are gaining 

confidence in their strength, in the victory of their 
cause, conscious that at the head of the peace camp 
stands the Soviet Union, the giant forces of which serve 

the cause of peace and friendship among the peoples, 
the Soviet Union which demonstrated that it knows how 
to deal with those who dare to outrage creative work 
and the freedom and happiness of the peoples.  

The source of courage and confidence in the future 
of hundreds of millions of fighters for peace and 
freedom lies in the fact that their teacher and leader is 
the great genius of mankind, Joseph Vissarionovich 
Stalin. 

From Stalin we learn to love and value life, work 
and the creative efforts of working people, to be true to 
the spirit of fraternity and mutual respect for the 
peoples. Comrade Stalin is the one who teaches us 

unshakable determination and steadfastness in the 
struggle against the enemies of mankind.  

The war incendiaries who burn towns, villages and 
homes, the assassins of women and children, the 
bandits greedy for profit at the expense of the 

resources of other peoples, become helpless when 
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confronted with people united in the struggle for peace 
and fearlessly defending their independence, the 
sovereignty, cultural treasures and material wealth of 
their country, their life and freedom, the life and 
freedom of their children. 
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STRENGTHEN UNITY OF WORKING CLASS 
IN STRUGGLE FOR  PEACE, WORK AND 

FREEDOM.*   Luigi Longo, Deputy General 
Secretary, Italian Communist Party 

 
In all the recent battles for freedom and democracy, 

for the rights and immediate demands of all sections of 
the working population of Italy, the working class was 
the decisive force. All the activities of the Italian 

working people and their organisations were carried out 
under the slogan of unity and national solidarity.  

It is necessary to recall the numerous protest strikes 
waged by the workers in Turin, Genoa and Milan against 

the police attacks on working people in other industrial 
and agricultural areas, in solidarity with the demands of 
other categories of working people, in defence of 
democratic liberties and also to remind the 
Government, deaf and blind to the needs of the people, 

of the cherished aspirations of all the Italian people. 
The matter was raised not only of the need to 

struggle for the immediate demands of the working 
people but also of the need to fight for the economic 

and social renovation of the country, of the need to 
launch an all-out struggle for realisation of the Labour 
Plan put forward by the General Confederation of 
Labour. This Plan is the banner of national unity around 
which all sections of the people and all Italian patriots 

must rally. 
 

                                         
* From Report by Comrade Longo to Seventh Congress, Italian 
Communist Party. 
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Unity of Working People and National 
Solidarity 
 
Unable to hold back and suppress the resistance of 

the masses, the leaders of the ruling reactionary parties 
tried, time after time, to split the trade unions and the 
masses. And yet, last year, all the trade unions under 
the influence of the splitters had but half the 

membership they influenced in 1948; during the same 
period the General Confederation of Labour almost fully 
retained its forces and positions. The splitters, who set 
themselves the aim of changing the balance of forces, 
failed to achieve any substantial success. But the 

conditions in which the trade union struggle is 
developing to-day are no longer the same; the 
difference now is that there are break-away 
organisations engaged in widespread activity, 

demoralising and corrupting the more unstable elements 
among the working people.  

Consequently, we cannot content ourselves with the 
fact that the trade unions affiliated to the 
Confederation of Labour preserved in their ranks the 

working people who were with them before the trade 
union split; it is necessary to isolate, nullify the 
organisational base of any kind of break-away activity, 
to prevent this activity from spreading to this or that 

vacillating group attached to the great family of 
working people. The undermining activities of the 
splitters, the attempts to demoralise the mass of 
working people, to use methods of corruption failed to 
make any serious inroads on the solidarity of the trends 

striving for unity, failed to prevent the policy of unity, 
steadfastly pursued by the Party, from yielding 
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pronounced and substantial results in any given sphere 
of organisational activity.  

Popular initiative aimed at extending and 
strengthening unity was manifested in all spheres of 
social and democratic activity: in the internal 

commissions elected by the working people in the 
factories, the management councils in the enterprises, 
farm labourers’ councils on the estates, in the land 
committees, the movement for regeneration of South 

Italy, the co-operative movement, the mutual aid 
movement, the democratic solidarity committees, the 
democratic communes, the sports, women’s, youth, 
cultural and other organisations. 

Peace supporters achieved considerable success in 

rallying the population for peace—irrespective of 
political or religious convictions and social status. The 
seventeen millions signatures to the Stockholm Appeal 
and the thousands of peace committees created in 

connection with the campaign are convincing proof of 
the scale on which the popular masses were mobilised. 

In the struggle against dismissals, against curtailing 
industry, for full utilisation of the capacity of the 
enterprises, it was often possible to create solidarity 

and citizen’s committees which united representatives 
of all local economic organisations, various associations, 
and also parties. Frequently, even representatives of 
the Christian Democrats were unable to remain aloof 

from these committees for fear of general 
condemnation. During the “strikes in reverse”, 
wherever this method of struggle was practiced on a 
wide scale (Abruzzi, Calabria, Central and South Italy, 
farm labourers, the unemployed, building workers and 

poor peasants took an active part. In each case they had 
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the backing of all democratic organisations and were 
aided by broad popular sections in the given locality. 

 How to explain this sympathy, this effective popular 
solidarity in the struggle of the workers and peasants, 
the working people and unemployed? The growing 

sympathy and solidarity of the people with the struggle 
of the industrial workers and working people is the 
outcome of the fact that the people directly associated 
with this struggle are becoming more and more 

conscious of the unbearable conditions under which the 
people of Italy live and work.  

The extreme intensification of labour and 
exploitation practised by the employers and, above all, 
by the big monopolies, resulted in monstrous profits for 

capitalists, accompanied by stagnation and, what is 
more, by economic and social merciless decline.  

If we turn to data concerning the numbers wholly 
and part-time unemployed and the numbers at work, 

the ratio shows a catastrophic situation: two 
unemployed for every five, employed workers. The 
situation is even worse with regard to farm labourers 
and agricultural workers: three unemployed for every 
two with jobs, and in Calabria two unemployed for 

every one at work. For the 250 thousand workers who 
each year reach the age of 65 and who should retire on 
pension, there are 700 thousand 18 year olds ready to 
step into their places, and this on top of two million 

registered unemployed. Real wages in Italy are among 
the lowest in Europe and indeed throughout the world. 

The industrialists and agrarians spare no means in 
intensifying exploitation of the working people; labour 
contracts and the legally established working day are 

flagrantly violated; wages of women and youth comprise 
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30-60 percent of the adult male wage. The small 
landholders and tenants, handicraftsmen and small 
traders, burdened by taxation, squeezed out of 
economic life by big business and exploited by the 
monopolies, live a miserable existence and together 

with other categories of the working people bear the 
brunt of the Government’s policy of rearmament, In 
these conditions of poverty and exploitation the working 
people, our rulers, having recourse to police violence, 

resist the demands of the people yearning for land and 
work. Rearmament is the only alternative which our 
rulers are able to counterpose to the demand for work 
by the industrial workers, farm labourers and peasants. 
But rearmament cannot solve the problems confronting 

the country, it precludes any solution and renders every 
problem more acute.  

This situation of complete stagnation in industry, 
agriculture, trade and handicrafts, the growing 

unemployment and spreading impoverishment, makes 
conditions equally unbearable for all categories of the 
working people, for all regions in Italy, impels them to 
unite and struggle. This state of paralysis and economic 
decline renders ever more urgent the need to satisfy 

the demands put forward by the working class and their 
organisations for a different political and economic 
policy. 

 

Expose the Splitters—Enemies of Unity 
 
Only in unity of the working class, in unity of the 

working people of all classes ne all sections interested 

in solving these problems, only in united action of the 
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trade unions, democratic and party organisations, is 
there hope of a way out being found from the desperate 
plight of the population in town and countryside. For 
this reason the question is urgently posed of intensifying 
and extending our activity in organising and leading the 

masses on the basis of unity and solidarity of the Italian 
working people.  

This means working not only among various 
categories of workers—among members of different 

organisations, supporters of various trends—but those 
masses among whom the employers and the 
Government seek to deepen the rift and the division. 
They are creating categories of working people who, 
more or less, are assured employment, and others who 

always face the threat of dismissal; a small category of 
workers occupies, in comparison with the masses of 
working people, a privileged position; on the other 
hand, there are workers whose conditions approach 

those of handicraft or cottage industry, and there has 
come into being a strata of permanently unemployed—
workers who are gradually losing contact with their 
class and who remain aside from the organised activity 
of their class.  

The process of curtailing industry, of intensified 
exploitation, despotism by employers, together with the 
different forms of paternalism, i.e. the “generous 
employer” dispenses crumbs instead of satisfying the 

demands of the working people and does so in order to 
divide, corrupt and demoralise the working people—all 
these measures are aimed at creating conditions to 
facilitate splitting activities. It is impossible to remain 
indifferent to the fact that, during elections to the 

commissions for some of the biggest enterprises, the 
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splitters received nearly one quarter of all the votes. 
This fact compels us to review all our work in the 
enterprises and particularly the work of Party members 
in the trade unions; the work of our union activists 
inside and outside the enterprises, among the various 

categories of workers, technical personnel and office 
employees. It is necessary to verify whether the unions 
maintain contact with all sections of the population. 
Last year the unity of the working people in the Ercole 

Marelli and Falc engineering enterprises was seriously 
undermined. This was facilitated by repressions on the 
part of the employers, the dismissal of many trade 
union activists and Communists, subtle forms of 
paternalism and all kinds of pressure on the masses. But 

the success of these actions on the part of the 
employers was also made possible by our mistakes and 
shortcomings. At the Ercole Marelli enterprises, where 
the situation is most acute, the break-away Christian 

Democrat trade unions won a majority in the internal 
commission, speculating on our weaknesses and the 
unsuccessful outcome of the three months’ struggle 
against mass dismissals,  

At the Pirelli enterprises, the numerous and varied 

factory organisations are all patronised by the 
employer. Few, if any of these organisations are in 
democratic hands. This led to a weakening of 
Communist activity at the enterprises and in the mass 

organisations. Everything was decided in a bureaucratic 
way, in little cliques. And when the management 
resorted to dismissals it was not easy for the workers to 
switch to struggle. Only the intensified exploitation by 
the employers exposed the real essence of the Pirelli 

paternalism. Wider and systematic explanatory work, 
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mobilisation and organisation of the workers helped to 
regain some of the lost positions.  

Unitarian trends in the Ansaldo enterprises in Genoa 
and in the Gallileo enterprise in Florence won a 
majority of both workers and office employees and 

polled 85 per cent of the votes during the elections to 
the internal commissions. These gains were not 
fortuitous. They were the result of serious political, 
trade union, organisational and explanatory work, which 

facilitated the unification of the workers. The activities 
of the management council at the Ansaldo enterprises 
helped considerably to unite workers of all categories 
with the technical personnel and office workers. A 
bitter struggle developed at the Ansaldo enterprises, 

and not even the police provocations and manipulations 
of the splitters could undermine the solidarity of the 
working people.  

The question is as follows: why is it that in some 

places undermining activities by employers and splitters 
was possible, while in others they did not even attempt 
such work? This question, which should be posed during 
every self-critical discussion, was either not raised at all 
or raised haphazardly. The results of the discussions 

held on the question of unity of the working class in the 
large enterprises lead us to the conclusion that the bad 
economic conditions of the working people in the 
factories, the arduous struggle they are waging, is not 

leading and should not lead to demoralisation of the 
working masses or to any weakening of their militant 
class spirit. The Ansaldo workers, for example, waged a 
struggle which was no less stubborn and of no less 
duration than that of the workers of the Falc and Erkole 

Marelli enterprises, but they, nevertheless, became 
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tempered in the struggle and precisely because of their 
struggle, united and rallied the majority of the 
technical personnel and office employees, and 
strengthened and extended all their factory 
organisations. The factory committees which were set 

up were not substitutes for the existing organisations at 
these enterprises, they co-ordinated the activities of 
these organisations for the common aims of the 
struggle. Along with the factory committees, 

committees for defence of industry and economy were 
formed outside the enterprises to organise support and 
to ensure contact between the population and the 
working people fighting in the enterprise. 

 

Strengthen the Mass Organisations of the 
Working People 
 

It should not be forgotten that, in nearly all cases 
the industrial workers took to struggle as a consequence 
of general anti-labour measures by the employers, and 
rarely acted as initiators of struggle in defence of the 
interests of the workers in the given factory.  

Such weak initiative made itself felt particularly in 
the Fiat and Pirelli enterprises, that is, it was missing in 
those places where a heavy blow could have been struck 
at the enemy, the places where the monopolists get 

their greatest profits and where the struggle could be 
waged in more favourable conditions and with a 
correlation of forces more favourable for the working 
people. To justify this passivity reference is made to the 
“factory discipline” and to the regime of terror. 

Certainly, violence and arbitrary rule do not make our 
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work at factories easier, but passivity and lack of 
initiative cannot be justified when it is necessary to 
combat the arbitrary rule and to raise concrete 
questions of wages and conditions. Passivity in 
organising united action by the workers enables the 

bosses to seize the initiative in “putting on the screw 
for the purpose of securing discipline”. 

Exchanging trade union membership cards and 
organising and guiding trade union activities must be 

carried out by the trade union functionaries and 
activists in the given factory. In united struggle by 
workers in a factory the trade union must find a basis 
for co-operation and united action with the internal 
commissions, with all other organisations in the factory, 

with all trade union and political trends, and in every 
instance of action by the workers, form the 
corresponding action committees. Frequently, trade 
union and factory organisers are not conscious of the 

need to bring into being committees that would secure 
a united front of struggle on a broader scale.  

In the enterprises we have excellent organisations of 
workers’ unity—the internal commissions which enjoy 
great prestige and are recognised by all. We occupy the 

leading positions in these commissions, and yet, in 
practice, we often forget about the nature and tasks of 
the internal commissions, do not rely sufficiently on 
them to impart firmness, vitality and to secure all-out 

unity. An internal commission must be the organ of all 
its members, of all employed in the factory. This means 
that the issues which face an internal commission 
should be solved not by imposing the views of the 
majority but by means of discussion with the 

participation of all members, by means of finding forms 
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of co-ordinated action that ensure the unification of all 
categories of working people in the factory.  

Closer contact with the masses, a more ready ear 
for the views of others, accepting them when they are 
correct and rejecting them when incorrect, more 

democracy! More concrete and effective work to 
strengthen unity, to win the masses and to lead them! 

It is essential to begin at once with organising, trade 
union groups and factory trade union committees. Just 

now, although somewhat late, the trade unions are 
taking this path.  

All Communists must help to strengthen the work of 
the trade union organisations inside and outside the 
factories; they must help to develop independent 

organisations and not try-to substitute them.  
A worker—a Party leader in the Ansaldo works—

pointed out that, “in the elections for the internal 
commissions and during the exchange of trade union 

membership cards, the unitarian trends in the metal 
workers’ union had some losses, although they retained 
their firm position, while the Party organisation grew in 
numbers”. This member believes that this is due to the 
fact that all work in the factory is conducted by the 

Communists and that little is seen of work by the trade 
union activists and the union organisation. He further 
remarks and justly so: “This hampers the development 
of the metal workers’ union, detracts from its prestige 

and weakens the trade union organisation in the 
enterprise. The Party grows and, simultaneously, the 
mass organisation thins out”. This Ansaldo worker said: 
“It is necessary to intensify trade union work, to 
broaden the trade union organisation in the factories by 
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forming shop committees in the big factories”. We 
agree with him. 

It is essential that in their activities the trade unions 
should fully maintain their own countenance; it is also 
essential that trade union policy and propaganda should 

be strengthened and this question studied in all 
seriousness! The political basis for broad unity activities 
by the trade unions is the struggle for realisation of the 
Labour Plan advanced by the trade unions, struggle 

against the immobilisation of industry, for structural 
reforms, for the regeneration of the country and its 
progress.  

There have been many other instances when the 
activities of our trade union organisers have been of too 

narrow a character, when they were conducted 
unevenly and inconsistently, often confined to the 
matter of agreements and solution of controversies and 
conflicts and marked by long periods of inertia and 

passivity. The Communist Party members engaged in 
trade union work must disclose the shortcomings in the 
work of trade unions and spare no effort to eliminate 
them.  

Unity in the factories, in the trade unions, in all 

spheres of activity and in all organisations must be 
based on consolidating the unitarian and the mass 
democratic organisations, on organising, solidarity and 
mutual aid of the working people, cultural organisations 

and other bodies; it must be based on the united action 
of our Party and the Socialist Party. Strengthening the 
unity of the working people demands that our work and 
the methods of organising the masses should he as 
variegated as possible in order to draw nearer to and 
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organise in the most varied spheres of activity all the 
interested sections of the population. 

 
*** 

 

The desire for unity must permeate the activities of 
all democratic organisations and movements; it must 
express itself in co-operation and solidarity by all 
people in defence of peace, freedom and progress, for 

which the Italian people are wholeheartedly striving. 
We must openly admit that splitting activities 

cannot be overcome by ignoring or scorning them. They 
must be combated by means of exposing the splitters, 
by explanatory work, by convincing the working people. 

The leaders of the splinter organisations pursue criminal 
aims, disguising them with demagogy, deception and 
phrase-mongering. There is no need to wait until life 
exposes these traitors; not a single opportunity should 

be missed to show the irreconcilability between the 
policy of the splitters and the interests of the masses. 

We must make the leaders of the splinter 
organisations answer for their actions before the 
masses, and ceaselessly advance before these leaders 

concrete and serious proposals for united action in the 
struggle of the working people. At the same time we 
must indefatigably seek to realise these proposals by 
effecting unity from below—with the rank and file 

members of the organisations and parties led by the 
disrupters.  

Work must be conducted in the factories and 
countryside, among employed and unemployed, among 
all categories and all sections of the population, in 

families and in the most diverse social groups! It is 
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essential to work in all organisations and movements, 
among the adherents of all political and trade union 
trends, among representatives of different religious 
convictions so that a broad popular movement should 
come into being throughout Italy. This movement 

demands from the leaders of all organisations of the 
working people—political and trade union, co-operative 
and mutual assistance, cultural and sports and other 
organisations—that a .broad alliance of all democratic 

forces be formed, a broad front of the working people 
in defence of labour, freedom and peace, a front 
capable of combating the Government’s policy of 
poverty, economic degradation, police arbitrariness and 
war, capable of bringing our country back to the 

pathway of work, freedom, prosperity and peace. 
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MANKIND’S DREAM REALISED. J. Witold 
Member, Political Bureau, Polish United 

Workers’ Party 
 

Thirty nine years ago, on the eve of May Day in 
1912, Comrade Stalin wrote in a leaflet to Russian 
workers: “Already in the last century, the workers of all 
countries decided to make an annual celebration of this 
day, May 1. This was in 1889 when, at the Paris 

Congress of socialists of all countries, the workers 
resolved precisely on this day, May first, when nature 
awakens from its winter slumber, when the woods and 
hills are covered with verdure, the fields and meadows 

adorned with flowers, when the sun begins to emit more 
warmth, and in the air there is felt the joy of renewal 
and nature begins to dance and rejoice,—they decided, 
precisely on this day, to proclaim to the world loudly 
and openly that the workers bring to mankind spring and 

liberation from the fetters of capitalism, that the 
workers are called upon to renovate the world on the 
basis. of freedom and Socialism.”  

The grand prospects of Socialism, about which 

Comrade Stalin wrote, have become reality for the 
working class and working people of former tsarist 
Russia. Celebrating May Day—the festival of the 
fraternal working people struggling for peace, freedom 
and Socialism—the peoples of the world turn their eyes, 

to the great Soviet Union as the living embodiment of 
the dreams and hopes of many generations of fighters 
for national and social liberation.  

 

* 



 
 

101 
 

The land of Soviets has existed and developed for 
over 33 years. During this period the peoples of the 
Soviet Union successfully frustrated the criminal designs 
of the Anglo-American imperialists and also the designs 
of German and Japanese imperialists, who dared raise 

their hands against the free State of workers and 
peasants. The period of peaceful construction in the 
U.S.S.R. was a very brief period, and yet, despite the 
enormous devastation caused by the Anglo-American 

intervention and the Hitler invasion, the Soviet Union 
succeeded in making a gigantic leap forward in 
developing the productive forces, in culture, and in 
improving the well-being of the population. The results 
of the economic competition between the two systems 

during this period are remarkable and irrefutable proof 
of the superiority of the Socialist method of production 
over the decaying system of capitalism which is 
becoming entangled more and more in indissoluble 

contradictions and difficulties.  
The post-war period is distinguished by further 

remarkable progress of economy and culture in the 
Soviet Union. Carrying out the historic directives of the 
great Stalin, the Soviet people, fulfilling the fourth 

(first post-war) Five-Year Plan, achieved immense 
successes along the path of building a Communist 
society.  

The victorious conclusion of the fourth Five-Year 

Plan signifies a great step forward towards building the 
material base of Communism. In the course of working 
on the Plan, solid foundations were simultaneously laid 
for a new gigantic march forward. This found expression 
above all in the historic decisions concerning the grand 

Stalin constructions of Communism. 
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The Stalin plan for the transformation of nature by 
creating vast shelter belts, the erection of huge hydro-
electric stations at Kuibyshev, Stalingrad and Kakhovka, 
the. building of the main Turkmenia canal and the South 
Ukraine and North Crimea canals, the construction of 

the Volga-Don canal—these are undertakings which in 
the eyes of working people of the world symbolise the 
great Stalin epoch of Communism, the epoch, in which 
free man becomes conscious and triumphs over nature.  

The ideologues of bloodthirsty American imperialism 
seek to justify the hunger and poverty to which 
capitalism dooms the working people and to whitewash 
the criminal plans for a new world slaughter; they 
resurrect the old, musty Malthusian “theories” about 

the alleged natural limitations to increasing the 
population. According to the American “scientists”, 
Pearson and Harper, the earth can only feed 900 million 
people. And so American neo-Malthusians, such as the 

notorious William Vogt, for example, openly advocate 
war, epidemics and hunger, as an “effective means” for 
restricting growth of the population and in this way 
averting the alleged catastrophe threatening mankind... 
An identical stand was taken recently by the Secretariat 

of Uno which published a report “asserting” that the 
earth can feed at most five billion people and for this 
reason it is necessary in good time to think of restricting 
the natural increase of the population.  

It would be difficult to find a more shameless 
example of an attempt to justify, on “scientific” 
grounds, the designs of imperialism against humanity! It 
would be even more difficult to find a more eloquent 
acknowledgement of the utter bankruptcy of the 

capitalist system! It is not man that is helpless in face of 
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the alleged inexorable forces of nature, but capitalism, 
which is destroying the creative forces of human 
society, its ability to subordinate nature to its will. It is 
the accursed capitalist system of exploitation, poverty 
and war that is responsible for the mass destruction of 

goods in order to maintain the high profits of the 
monopolies, responsible for the dreadful “march of the 
desert” which in recent decades has absorbed some of 
the most fertile regions in the United States, 

responsible for failure to utilise the possibilities of 
irrigating vast territories in Africa and Asia, to utilise 
the sources of energy.  

Against the background of this situation in the world 
of imperialism, the gigantic scale and humanitarian 

essence of the great transformation now taking place in 
the Soviet Union, stands out most clearly. By realising 
the decision of the Soviet Government in the sphere of 
planting shelter belts, the next ten years will see the 

afforestation of a huge area of approximately 12 million 
hectares (excluding the normal increase in the forest 
areas of the country) and together with the 
development of irrigation systems and the irrigation of 
many hitherto waterless territories, this will mean 

changing the climate on an area equal to that of several 
West European countries taken together. 

Construction of the hydro-electric stations on the 
Volga and the Dnieper, and canals in Turkmenia, the 

Ukraine and in the Crimea will ensure the irrigation of 
about 25 million hectares, i.e. an acreage three times 
that irrigated in the course of a hundred years in the 
United States. The wheat harvest on the territory 
embraced by the irrigation system will exceed the total 

wheat yield in Canada and will be twice that of France 
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and four times that of the Argentine. The Kuibyshev 
hydroelectric station (capacity two million kilowatt) and 
the Stalingrad station (capacity 1.7 million kilowatt) will 
be the biggest power plants in the world, exceeding by 
far the capacity of the biggest American power stations. 

The energy generated by the Volga power plants will 
be transmitted over a distance of more than a thousand 
kilometres (i.e. twice the maximum distance of electric 
energy transmission in the U.S.). Electric energy will be 

widely used in industry, transport, municipal economy 
and most important of all—in agriculture. Consequently, 
the construction of these giant electric stations will 
bring the Soviet Union nearer to the realisation of 
Lenin’s slogan of electrification of the whole country as 

the basic element in building the material and technical 
base of Communism. These grand Stalin undertakings, 
apart from their direct significance for the creation of 
the material and technical base of Communism, acquire 

particular significance in the present international 
situation. They are eloquent, visual proof of the peace 
policy of the Soviet Union. While the imperialist 
countries, above all the United States,—are feverishly 
militarising their economy, while the bulk of budget 

expenditure in the U.S., Britain, France and other 
countries is assigned for a frantic armaments drive, the 
entire burden of which falls on the shoulders of the 
working people and yields huge profits for the 

monopolies, while American imperialism is soaking 
Korea in blood, carrying out bandit raids on Chinese 
towns and villages, feverishly remilitarising Western 
Germany and Japan—at this same time the Soviet Union 
is engaged in peaceful construction on a hitherto 

unprecedented scale, developing its economy and 
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culture and systematically raising the standard of living 
of the population, The grand Stalin constructions of 
Communism, like all other peaceful efforts of the 
peoples of the Soviet Union, utterly expose the 
fabrications of imperialist propaganda which strives to 

stifle the ever more powerful voice of protest of the 
peoples the world over with outburts about an alleged 
“danger to the West from Communism”. 

The American imperialists and their lackeys: British 

Labour leaders. Tito fascists and others will not succeed 
in deceiving the peoples of the world. The vile fog of 
lies will not cloud the shining of the peaceful 
Communist construction. In the eyes of the great 
majority of people of the world the Soviet Union stands 

out as the standard-bearer and invincible bulwark of 
universal peace.  

 
* 

The Polish people are watching with particular 
admiration and enthusiasm the enormous successes of 
Communist construction in the U.S.S.R, Liberated by the 
heroic Soviet Army, the Polish people, together with the 
peoples of the other People’s Democracies, took the 

path of building Socialism, relying on the all-round and 
selfless aid of the great Soviet Union. The grand Stalin 
construction projects of Communism are a powerful 
source of inspiration for the Polish people in their 

creative labour. For the working people of our country 
they are the embodiment of the indestructible and 
steadily growing might of the peace camp which will be 
able to frustrate the criminal plans of the imperialist 
aggressors. The grand Stalin construction projects of 

Communism are for the working people of Poland a 
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source of invaluable experience, opening before them 
the thrilling and at the same time concrete perspectives 
of Communist society.  

The working people of Poland, relying on the aid of 
the Soviet Union, are proud that they are able to make 

their contribution to the cause of the great peaceful 
construction carried out by the countries of the camp of 
peace and Socialism. Following the victorious fulfilment 
of the targets for 1950—the first year of the Six-Year 

Plan for the economic development and laying the 
foundations, of Socialism in Poland—the plan for the 
first quarter of 1951 was also fulfilled and exceeded, 
According to preliminary figures, the production plan of 
socialist industry was fulfilled by 101 per cent in the 

first quarter of the current year. Output of Polish 
socialist industry in the first quarter of the current year 
exceeded the level for the corresponding period last 
year by 26 per cent, The plan for capital construction 

was fulfilled 107 per cent with the value of capital 
investments and building increased by 78 per cent 
compared with the first quarter of 1950.  

These figures vividly demonstrate the increasing 
rate of capital construction in Poland. The example of 

the great construction projects of Communism inspires 
the builders of the important undertakings of the Six-
Year Plan, Labour emulation and the movement of 
rationalisers and innovators, which take as their model 

the experience of the Soviet stakhanovites, are gaining 
in scale.  

Relying on the friendship and aid of the Soviet Union 
the working people of Poland are building Socialism in a 
bitter class struggle against the remnants of the 

exploiting classes; they are carrying out the socialist 
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programme of industrialisation of the country and 
making progress in the sphere of socialist reorganisation 
of the countryside. Rallied under the leadership of the 
Polish United Workers’ Party in the National Front of 
struggle for peace and the Six-Year Plan, and guided by 

the teachings of Lenin and Stalin, the working class and 
all working people in Poland are consolidating the might 
of their homeland which is one of the links in the 
worldwide front of peace. 
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SPANISH PEOPLE FIGHT FOR BREAD, 
FREEDOM AND PEACE  

 

General Strike in Basque Country  
 
Despite the fascist terror, the struggle of the 

Spanish people against the Franco policy of starvation 
and war preparations is assuming ever greater 

dimensions. Following the heroic struggle of nearly half 
a million workers in and around Barcelona, the strike in 
Azcoitia (Guipuzcoa) and the popular demonstrations in 
Madrid, a general strike, gripping two Northern 
provinces—Vizcaya and Guipuzcoa (Basque country) 

began on April 23.  
At the end of last week thousands of leaflets, calling 

for a 48 hour general strike against high prices and 
urging a 50 per cent wage increase were circulated in 

the industrial centres of these provinces.  
On April 23, the majority of the workers in Bilbao, in 

the industrial and mining districts of Vizcaya and 
industrial towns of Guipuzcoa, declared a general 
strike.  

The strikers called upon tradesmen and small 
manufacturers to join the movement. One cold hear 
everywhere: “Barcelona was just the beginning. We 
continue”. Big undertakings affected by the strike 

include the iron ore mines, the Eibar armouries, the 
blast-furnaces at Sestas and Baracaldo, the locomotive 
works in Euskalduna and the shipyards.  

The fascist Government delivered an ultimatum to 
the strikers, threatening them with dismissal and 
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punishment in the event of them refusing to return to 
work. April 24, however, saw the strike movement 
spreading. Tradesmen joined in. Altogether 300,000 
struck work.  

Pointing out that Catalonia and Basque country are 

an example to all Spain, the underground radio station 
“Independent Spain” broadcast a call to form unity 
committees and resistance councils, to fight for peace 
and the Republic, and to organise a general strike 

throughout Spain on May Day.  
 

200,000 Textile Workers Strike in Catalonia  
 

The working people of Catalonia have given yet 
another example of struggle against Francoism. One 
thousand three hundred workers of the Bertrand Serra 
textile mill in Manresa declared an “Italian strike” on 
April 13, demanding a wage increase of 60 pesetas a 

week, to compensate for the high prices. The fascist 
authorities replied by concentrating large police forces 
at the mill and victimising the workers. However, a few 
days later the strike movement extended to all the 

textile mills in the town.  
Some of the employers agreed to meet the demands 

of the strikers. However, with the aim of provoking the 
working people, the Government broke off negotiations 
conducted through the Ministry of Labour, and ordered 

the closure of the affected mills which were surrounded 
with police. The working class quickly retaliated by the 
end of last week, the 200,000 workers in all the textile 
mills of Catalonia had joined the movement. 
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FULFILMENT OF POST-WAR FIVE-YEAR 
PLAN IN U.S.S.R.—ANOTHER 

CONTRIBUTION TO THE CAUSE OF PEACE 
(PRESS ROUND UP) 

 
Each success of the Soviet Union on the front of 

peaceful construction, along the road, to Communism, 
is enthusiastically welcomed by the working people in 
all countries.  

Press comments in France, Italy, Britain, the U.S.A. 
and other capitalist countries on the results of the 
Fourth Five-Year Plan in the U.S.S.R. indicate quite 
clearly that by its successes, the Soviet Union is winning 

additional tens of millions of ardent adherents who see 
in the U.S.S.R. the hope of safeguarding peace. 
Expressing the thoughts and sentiments of all working 
people, the democratic press warmly and unanimously 
hailed the great Italian writes that the report on the 

fulfilment of the Five-Year Plan Found a wide response 
in political and economic circles in Italy. Fernando 
Santi, Secretary of the Italian General Confederation of 
Labour, told a “Unita” correspondent:  

“The successful fulfilment of the first post-war Five-
Year Plan in the Soviet Union is convincing proof of the 
superiority of the Socialist system over the system of 
capitalism. This success has been achieved at a time 
when signs of economic crisis are becoming more and 

more evident in the West. The Soviet social-economic 
system, free from the crises and contradictions of 
capitalist society, not only provides a remarkable 
example for our times, it is a guarantee of peace, 

refuting all the slanders of bourgeois propaganda”.  
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The Austrian newspaper “Osterreichische 
Volkstimme” stressed that the pre-schedule fulfilment 
of the Five-Year Plan resulted, above all, in a 
considerable improvement in the wellbeing and cultural 
status of the Soviet working people. “Despite the 

destruction’ caused by World War Two”, wrote the 
newspaper, “the Soviet people now enjoy a far better 
life than before the war, and their standard of living” is 
much higher than that of the working people in 

capitalist countries where the main attention is focused 
on developing war industry”.  

The Swiss newspaper “Vorwarts” wrote in a leading 
article: “The successes achieved by the Soviet system 
since 1946 are impressive proof victory of the 

superiority of Socialism over the capitalist system of 
exploitation, because the sole concern of Socialism is to 
secure, in the shortest period of time, rapid 
development of civilian industry and to ensure rapid 

improvement in the wellbeing and cultural level of the 
working people. The successes of the past few years are 
irrefutable proof of the consistent peace policy of the 
Soviet Union”.  

In People’s China, in the People’s Democracies and 

in the German Democratic Republic the working people 
responded to the report on the fulfilment of the Five-
Year Plan in the U.S.S.R. with a fresh upsurge in 
building people’s democracy and Socialism, in the 

struggle against imperialism. The Peking newspaper 
“Kungjenjipao” said that the successful realisation of 
the post-war Five-Year Plan in the U.S.S.R. stimulates 
the working people of China who will learn from the 
Soviet Union its advanced experience, master technique 
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and increase output in order to strengthen their 
national economy.  

“For us, the people who have cast off the fetters of 
bondage thanks to the heroism of the Soviet Army, and 
who, relying on the friendship, aid and example of the 

U.S.S.R., are strengthening their independence, 
consolidating their might and building Socialism”, said a 
leading article in the Polish newspaper “Zolnerz 
Wolnosci” “the economic and cultural victories of the 

U.S.S.R. constitute a powerful stimulus in the struggle 
for peace and in creative labour.”  

All Hungarian newspapers devoted leading articles 
to the results of the Five-Year Plan in the U.S.S.R. In an 
editorial headed “The Model and Hope for All Peace-

Loving Mankind”, the newspaper “Nepszava” declared 
that the results of the first post-war Five-Year Plan in 
the U.S.S.R. show that the Soviet Union pursues a policy 
of peace. The results achieved in various branches of 

the national economy in the U.S.S.R. prove that, 
carrying out the teachings of Lenin and Stalin, the 
Soviet people have created a happy life in the Soviet 
Union.  

“Rude Pravo”, organ of the Communist Party of 

Czechoslovakia, wrote: “The results of the first post-
war Five-Year Plan are a powerful contribution to the 
camp of peace. The Soviet achievements demonstrate, 
once again, “to all mankind the splendid path of peace; 

demonstrate what a joy it is to live in peace, to build 
and create; the joy of life without capitalists, without a 
frantic armaments drive, crises and unemployment”. 

Under the headline “A Great Victory” the Bulgarian 
newspaper “Trud” wrote: “The results of the fulfilment 

of the post-war Stalin Five-Year Plan are a vivid 
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demonstration of the peace policy of ‘the Bolshevik 
Party and Soviet Government. They tell a moving story 
of the heroic peaceful efforts and victories of the Soviet 
people in all spheres of economic and cultural 
construction and in wellbeing. Behind every figure in 

this report there stands the selfless labour of millions of 
Soviet working people”.  

In Rumania big meetings and rallies were held to 
discuss the report on the results of the post-war Five-

Year Plan in the USSR. Emerica Caracioni, well-known 
turner at the “Sovromtractor” works in the city of 
Stalin, declared: “We, ‘Sovromtractor’ workers daily 
feel the invaluable aid of the Soviet Union which 
supplies us with considerable quantities of excellent 

products of the fourth Stalin Five-Year Plan—lathes and 
milling machines, electric furnaces and other complex 
equipment which greatly facilitates ‘our labour and 
helps to convert Rumania into an advanced country”.  

The working people in all countries wish the great 
Soviet people further glorious successes in the struggle 
for peace and Communism. 
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CONFERENCE OF SOCIAL DEMOCRATS OF 
WESTERN GERMANY AGAINST 

REMILITARISATION  
 

A conference of members of the Social Democratic 
Party for struggle against remilitarisation, for a nation-
wide referendum, took place in Frankfort-on-Main on 
April 24. The thousand odd delegates present from all 
parts of Western Germany included a member of the 

Landtag, several burgomasters, municipal councillors 
and chairmen of district organisations of the Social 
Democratic Party, trade union officials, chairmen of 
production councils and representatives of the “Falken” 

(Falcon) Social Democratic youth organisation. 
Herman Hartung, city councillor from Münster 

delivered a report in which he called on all Social 
Democrats to give every support to the setting up of 
committees for carrying out the nation-wide 

referendum against remilitarisation, for a peace treaty 
with Germany in 1951, Hartung stressed that he is 
resolutely opposed to the policy pursued by the 
Schumacher and Hanover leadership of the Party, 

because they are backing reaction and foreign 
imperialism.  

After discussing the report, the conference elected 
a “Social Democratic Committee for Struggle against 
Remilitarisation” consisting of 31 members. The 

Conference appealed to all members of the Social 
Democratic Party to take part in the national 
referendum. The Appeal calls on all organisations of the 
Social Democratic Party of Germany to demand from 



 
 

115 
 

the central board of the party that it should clearly 
declare against remilitarisation.  

After the election of the committee and the 
adoption of the resolution, the delegates were informed 
that the Social Democratic Minister of the Interior of 

Hessen, Zinnkann, had banned the conference. All 
present at the conference voiced their protest against 
this measure.  
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17,000 DOCKERS ON STRIKE IN NEW 
ZEALAND 

 
Despite all attempts by the New Zealand 

Government, ship owners and the Right-wing union 

leadership to split the working class, to isolate the 
dockers and break their résistance, the strike of 17,000 
dockers—the greatest strike in New Zealand history—
continues. The dockers are fighting for higher wages 

and their just demands were unanimously supported by 
representatives of 80,000 workers at a special Congress 
of New Zealand trade unions held in February. When the 
dockers refused to work overtime, in protest against the 

refusal of the ship owners to satisfy their demands, the 
owners declared a lockout.  

In their nearly two months struggle against the ship 
owners the dockers have been supported by the miners, 
rail workers, cold storage workers, builders and 

seamen. They are supported also by Australian and 
British dockers. 
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THESE ARE THE DOCKERS OF FRANCE. 
Simone Tery 

 
Last July, delegates who returned from a visit to the 

U.S.S.R. enthusiastically told a meeting in the Wagram 

Hall in Paris what they had seen in the Soviet Union. A 
young docker from Saint-Nazaire made a big impression 
on the audience by the simplicity and dignity with which 
he described the happy life of the Soviet working people 

and compared it with the miserable conditions of his 
fellow workers. I noticed that he was wearing a 
threadbare, shabby jacket. “Just imagine” my 
neighbour whispered to me, “he almost gave up the 

idea of the visit, he had nothing to put on! Only after 
long search one of his mates who had a more or less 
presentable jacket, offered it to him and so he went!” 

This fact, far better than any figures, will enable 
you, as it enabled me, to realise the miserable 

conditions in which our dockers live.  
The present standard of life of the French working 

people is more than 50 per cent lower than pre-war and 
is deteriorating daily. Steadily rising prices and the 

growing poverty, the outcome of the war policy pursued 
by our rulers, gave rise to a widespread strike 
movement in March this year.  

Dock workers are.one of the categories of the 
working people subjected to most severe exploitation: 

their labour is rewarded worst of all; their work is 
arduous and dangerous, and employment is casual. 
Unemployment among dockers—wholly and part-time—is 
of a chronic nature. In 1947, for example, every French 

docker worked an average of 147 days and received only 
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4,884 francs a month, whereas, the subsistence 
minimum fixed at that time by the Government, called 
for 10,500 francs. To this it should be added that 
dockers and their families live in appalling conditions: in 
dirty hovels, in quarters that are falling to pieces, and 

in cellars in the war damaged and as yet not 
rehabilitated ports!  

Despite this, the dockers are one of the most 
militant units of the French working people.  

It was the dockers who set the example of mass 
struggle for peace. It is worthy of note that the 
powerful dockers’ movement against war originated in 
North Africa enslaved by colonisers—in Oran and 
Algiers—whence it extended with lightning speed to all 

ports in France—from the Mediterranean to the North 
Sea. At first the dockers refused to work for the “dirty 
war” in Viet Nam. In that wonderful story by André Stil, 
“The Seine Flows to the Sea”, one can read about the 

moving episodes of this struggle. Later, when the war 
now being prepared against the Soviet Union, began to 
arrive, the dockers refused to unload them. The 
militant movement of dockers, relying on the sympathy 
and effective solidarity of the French people, played a 

big role in the development of the struggle of the entire 
people against war. It also helped the working, people 
better to understand the close connection between the 
struggle for bread and the political struggle against the 

Government, which, in the interests of war preparation, 
dooms the working people to even more terrible 
poverty.  

The example of the dockers’ struggle which inspired 
such heroes as Raymonde Dien, Henri Martin and many 

others, will have many more followers and will help to 
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impart even greater scale to the mass struggle for 
peace.  

The Government of war is persecuting dockers with 
brutal ferocity. “Republican security units” (SRS), 
armed to the teeth, are sent against them. Their right 

to strike, inscribed in the Constitution, is violated time 
and again. Their leaders, members of strike committees 
are arrested, brought to court and sent to prison. But, 
particularly, they want to strangle the dockers by 

means of starvation. The ships with non-war cargoes 
avoid the “dangerous” ports. Dockers are unlawfully 
deprived of their certificates, and, in this way, doomed 
to unemployment; at the same time strike-breakers are 
recruited among all kind of rabble in the ports. War 

materials are unloaded in most cases by soldiers, 
secretly, with the police guarding the docks, fenced off 
with barbed wire. Attempts are made to split the 
dockers by sending Government agents, spies and 

provocateurs into their ranks. Huge sums are spent, as 
for example in Marseilles, to organise fascist thugs who 
provoke clashes and even go so far as to assassinate 
dockets. 

Volumes would be needed to describe all the 

episodes of the remarkable struggle of French dockers 
for peace. In this connection it is worthwhile telling you 
about the wanderings last year of the ill-starred 
“Empire Marshall”, the ship whose name recalls a 

certain American programme. This ship, like the “Flying 
Dutchman”, sailed for a long time on the high seas—
from Dunkirk to Havre, from Havre to Marseilles. But 
not a single docker could be found to load the lethal 
cargo destined for Viet Nam. Finally “Empire Marshall” 

returned to Dunkirk. “For there the dockers are starving 
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and they will probably have come to their senses by 
now!” Nothing of the kind! The only people in the docks 
were those in army uniform! The fact of the matter is 
that the thugs from the “republican security 
detachments” can only work with the truncheon. As for 

the soldiers, the job of a docker is not at all to their 
liking. So when “Empire Marshall” put out to sea and a 
fresh breeze blew up, the deck cargo and the cargo in 
the holds began a weird dance. The captain was forced 

to steer for Saint-Nazaire to put the cargo in order. 
Listing badly, “Empire Marshall” barely made port. But 
the choice was most unfavourable. Not only the dockers 
but even the dock carpenters refused to soil their hands 
with such ware.  

I recall how, in Marseilles, in March last year, 
soldiers of the “republican security detachments” 
raided the premises of the dockers’ union, arresting all 
the leaders including Ganfaire and Andréani. The 

dockers responded with a solidarity strike throughout 
France and North Africa. Next day, I accidentally 
attended a meeting of Marseilles dockers. They were 
strong, hefty fellows! I thought they would show some 
excitement after such an event. Nothing of the sort. 

Perfect calm prevailed. One should see their kindly 
faces, their broad smiles... Finally, I said: “The 
gendarmes were pretty rough with you fellows 
yesterday !” They grinned. “Well, they did embrace us a 

bit,” they replied modestly. “Bend your head,” said one 
to his comrade. The man lowered his head and I saw a 
deep, bleeding wound. He did not even think of dressing 
it... The month before his mate was knifed by a 
blackleg. Another had spent a sleepless night in a flea-

ridden cell! He had just been released.” Had I not 
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asked, it would never have occurred to them to tell me 
all this. The repressions merely tempered them. A few 
days later, under pressure of the masses, the 
Government was forced to release Ganfaire and 
Andréani.  

However, most trying for the dockers are not the 
“republican security detachments”, but poverty and the 
sight of their hungry children. And so, by contemptible 
speculation on hunger, on the health and life of 

children, the Government calculates to break the will to 
struggle of the heroic dockers. But in vain.  

The people of Chateaubriand—the city of martyrs, 
shot down by the Nazis, started a collection for the 
Saint-Nazaire dockers. But Quénéhervé, Secretary of the 

Amalgamated Trade Union of Saint-Nazaire found 
himself in a fix; he did not know, how to distribute the 
collections. He decided to assign the job to the dockers 
themselves at one of their meetings. “Then there 

happened of what! had never seen before!”, related 
Quénéherveé. “Emaclated dockers, whose children are 
hungry, organised an auction, a thing possible only 
among the working class. ‘Who wants two kilograms of 
veal?’ A voice replied: ‘Give it to P’tit Louis’. ‘Hear, 

hear!’, responded the audience. Then P’tit Louis took 
the floor. ‘No, I have only four children, Clément Daniel 
has six. Let him roast the meat with the two kilograms 
of potatoes that we all got.’ The audience agreed. And 

this went on until all the dockers with large families got 
their share. Then followed something even more 
touching. It was the turn of the youth. And they 
declared in unison: ‘Give what’s left to the families 
also! We’ll do a bit of fishing and manage somehow’. 

Believe me, dear comrade, we had to shout two or 
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three tunes! ‘But, fellows we still have two or three 
cans of meat paste!’ There’s the dockers for you!”  

Yes, such are the dockers! No wonder that they have 
won the love and admiration of the entire working class. 
Money is being collected for them all over France. 

Clothing is contributed to the “Peoples Aid for dockers. 
On New Year’s eve “courageous” youngsters (French 
pioneers) displayed magnificent initiative, organising 
along the roads of France “toy caravans” for dockers’ 

children. However, the aid is far from adequate. Aid for 
our dockers must be intensified in order to ease at least 
a little, their arduous conditions. And yet they are 
holding out, their spirit of self-sacrifice unbroken, 
because they know what they are fighting for.  

“Here,” writes one of the dockers from La Pallice, 
“we are experiencing another occupation, this time 
American. Only. the Americans provide work, but only 
work for war! But they will never get me. I shall never 

help them dig a grave for my children and for all French 
children. But there is no struggle without sacrifice and 
no sacrifice without victory.”  

Thanks to such people, to the selfless fighters in all 
countries of the world, the day will come when the 

warmongers will be swept from the face of the earth 
once and for all. 
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THE INVINCIBLE MOVEMENT. Drawing by 
J. NOVAK 
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POLITICAL NOTES  
 

The Strivings of Bevan 
 

With the dramatic gesture typical of “Left” 
phrasemongers Mr. Aneurin Bevan, Minister of Labour, 
resigned from the British Labour Government. Bevan’s 
departure from the Government front benches was 
followed by that of Mr. Harold Wilson, President of the 

Board of Trade, and, according to the British press, 
further ministerial resignations are imminent. Thus, the 
split in the discredited Labour Government is brought 
into the open.  

The basic reason for this split must be sought not in 
the guilty conscience of the demagogue Bevan but in 
the widespread and growing opposition inside the 
Labour Party, in the trade unions and among the 
working people generally to the Washington dictated 

policy of rearmament and war.  
After 5 years of a Labour Government which boasted 

of having created a “Welfare State”, the meat ration in 
Britain is so appallingly low that the medical officer in 

charge of the Greater London Blood Transfusion Service 
declared recently that the infinitesimal meat ration is 
“affecting the people’s blood, the average person has 
less haemoglobin than before the war and even though 
the standard for blood donors has been cut, there are 

many. rejections due to anaemia”. 
The Manchester Guardian carried a report  

(26/1/51) that “thousands of ton of meat in Britain held 
in storage for years is steadily. deteriorating. The 

reasons for stock-piling meat and denying it to th 
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people are one and the same—war preparation. And 
during these five years of spreading anaemia in Britain, 
demagogue Bevan who was Minister of Health, far from 
protesting, gave full backing to the policy of war 
preparation at the expense of the health of the British 

people.  
Food prices, the prices of clothing, prices for 

consumer goods of all kinds house rents etc. are soaring 
month by month in Britain. The purchasing power of the 

pound sterling, even according to the obviously 
underrated figure given by Finance Minister Gaitskell, is 
only a half of what it was in 1938. 

While capitalist profits have reached unprecedented 
heights, Bevan tried to get the British workers to accept 

the idea of the wage freeze. In foreign policy, the 
“left” Bevan supported all the anti-Soviet slanders of 
the Attlee-Morrison “rights”; he acquiesced in 
subordinating British foreign policy to Wall Street, in 

the transformation of Britain into an American war base 
and in the occupation of Britain by American troops. 
Last autumn he was all for MacArthur crossing the 38th 
Parallel in Korea.  

And now, with the growing revolt inside and outside 

the ranks of Labour Party and the trade unions against 
the policy of rearmament  and war, Bevan, on whose 
conscience lies the guilt for the hundreds of British 
soldiers killed on the fields of Korea, executes a cunning 

manoeuvre and suddenly appears in the role of an 
“enemy” of American to Policy. It is clear to all that, by 
resigning from the Government, this artful politician 
seeks not only to make political capital for himself but 
also to deflect from the path of struggle for peace the 
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hundreds of thousands of our Party workers whose eyes 
have been opened to reality. 

As a cynical American journalist in London put it: 
instead of “sinking with the ship he thought it wiser to 
abandon it.” Bevan has now “discovered” what the 

British Communist Party and the “Daily Worker” have 
been telling people ever since the “Marshall Plan” was 
first mooted, that the “Attlee Government has sold the 
country to America”, that “the rearmament programme 

is a disastrous burden”, etc.  
But is Bevan, having deserted his bankrupt Labour 

colleagues, ready to figure alongside all peace 
supporters for banning the atomic weapon, for 
disarmament, against rearming Western Germany and 

for a Pact of Peace?  
Of course not. He aspires only to become boss of the 

Labour Party in order once more to deceive the rank 
and file members of the Party and the broad masses of 

the British working class. However, the fact of his 
resignation is unmistakable evidence of the growing 
disintegration inside the Labour Party, a reflection of 
the growing indignation of the British people against the 
policy of war, poverty and hunger, against the anti-

national policy of complete subordination of the country 
to the U.S. imperialists, the policy of the present ruling 
classes of Britain.  

 

Jan MAREK 
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FACTS EXPOSE… 
 

Occupationists in France 
 

Facts published in the French press, and which have 
not been refuted by the American authorities, show that 
the American military authorities, show that the  
American military authorities regard France as an 
occupied country: U.S. armed forces are building on 

French territory 29 air bases, fuel depots and 
connecting pipe lines; they are assembling ramps for 
discharging rocket missiles etc. 

It is knowledge that the French rulers surrendered 

unconditionally to Eisenhower long ago and so the 
Americans think they have the right to command in 
France. “However, Queuille’s office is not the French 
people. 

 

** 
 

“Sunday Recreation” of Danish Forestalls  
 
On the beautiful spring morning of April 22, the 

people of Esterbro, a district in Copenhagen, were 
awakened by rifle shots: it appeared that units of the 
Heimwehr were waging a sham battle in the streets. 

The people were highly indignant.  
Evidently the leaders of the Heimwehr resorted to 

more “effective” means for whipping-up war hysteria 
than the press and radio. But as is clear from Forestall’s 
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biography, the consequences of this disease tell first of 
all upon those who cultivate it. 

 
** 

What Happened in Bamberg 
 
The U.S. occupation authorities Western Germany 

are busy preparing to transform it into a “scorched 
earth” zone in the event of war. Aware that the 

population is opposed to the aggressive U.S. plans, they 
are preparing, “should the need arise, to lay waste 
entire districts, to blow up bridges and dams, to flood 
towns and fields.  

The municipal authorities in Bamberg tried to resist 
the preparations for blowing up the bridges. The reply 
was an ultimatum from U.S. High Commissioner McCloy 
demanding that the designs of the bridges be placed in 
the hands of the American army within 12 hours.  

What has taken place in Bamberg is but a tiny link in 
the criminal schemes of thy warmongers.  

 
** 

Raising Killers 
 
In an article entitled “What is a Soldier?” the 

American journal “New York Times Magazine” teaches 

U.S. soldiers that since the State spends 30,000 dollars 
on each of them, they should justify these expenses by 
killing those whom they are ordered to kill.  
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As can be seen, there is nothing new in training 
killers in the U.S. army. It is a method borrowed from 
Hitler’s arsenal. 

 
_______________________ 
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