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THE MIGHTY PEACE FRONT WILL FOIL 
CRIMINAL DESIGNS OF THE 

WARMONGERS  
 

The international movement of the partisans of peace once 

again confirms the correctness of J. V. Stalin’s words that a 

great aim generates great energy. At the present time the great 

and noble aim is to defend peace from the threat of the new 

war being prepared by the Anglo-American imperialists. This 

aim has generated a movement which, in scale, is 

unprecedented in history. However, it is necessary to remember 

that victory never comes by itself; it must be won. Awareness 

of the need to wage the struggle for peace ever more resolutely, 

vigorously and selflessly is becoming a determining feature of 

the peace movement.  

The calls of the Stockholm Session of the Permanent 

Committee of the World Peace Congress are indeed of historic 

significance.  

On behalf of hundreds of millions of people, the Permanent 

Committee declared:  

“We demand unconditional prohibition of the atomic 

weapon as an instrument of aggression and mass 

extermination of people, and the establishment of strict 

international control over the fulfilment of this decision.  

“We shall regard as a war criminal that government 

which first uses the atomic weapon against any country.  

“We call upon all people of good will all over the world 

to sign this call.”  
Submitting this proposal for the approval in the Session of 

the Permanent Committee, Joliot Curie, eminent French 

scientist, declared : “We, partisans of peace will continue our 

work of propagating the truth, to appeal to reason and for 

action, without overlooking a single favourable factor, and 
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without retreating in this before any threat, any blackmail.” It is 

perfectly understandable that these proposals were submitted 

by representatives of those countries whose imperialist 

governments show no desire to take into account the demands 

of their peoples.  

The proposals of the Permanent Committee for banning the 

atomic weapon express the genuine strivings and aspirations of 

all the peoples of the world, and safeguard their vital interests. 

These proposals will, without a shadow of doubt, evoke a 

mighty response in all countries, will find warm support on the 

part of all honest people throughout the world, irrespective of 

race, nationality, religious and political convictions.  

The Stockholm Session of the Permanent Committee of the 

World Congress for Peace has also called on all people of good 

will to delegate their representatives to the Second World 

Peace Congress, to be held in Italy, in the fourth quarter of 

1950.  

The call of the Permanent Committee reads:  

“We address ourselves to all social, religious groups 

and workers in culture, all honest people, who, irrespective 

of their views concerning the reasons for the strained 

international situation, are alarmed because of this and 

seriously desire to see peaceful relations restored between 

the peoples.”  

“As a basis for agreement we suggest prohibition of the 

atomic weapon and condemnation of the government which 

first uses the atomic weapon.”  

The justice and urgency of these proposals by the 

Permanent Committee can be disputed only by senseless 

cannibals thirsting for blood, by all kinds of Trumans and 

Churchills and their Marshallised lackeys. If, despite the 

clearly expressed will of the peoples, the American imperialists 

show no desire to outlaw the atom bomb, the peoples 

themselves will now do so. Truman can forbid the delegation 
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of the Permanent Committee of the World Peace Congress 

from entering the U.S. Attlee and his Labour Government can 

cynically and brazenly refuse to receive the peace delegation. 

But the Trumans and Attlees cannot forbid the American and 

British peoples, nor the peoples of other countries from 

unanimously expressing themselves for the prohibition of the 

atomic weapon. This will be the verdict of the people from 

which the imperialists will not escape.  

The peoples of the world can and must outlaw the atomic 

weapon. This will be a concrete contribution to the cause of 

defending peace, a serious blow to the schemes of the 

warmongers. This will raise the movement of partisans of 

peace to a new, higher level.  

The collection of signatures in support of the proposals of 

the Permanent Committee will require from the peace 

movement in all countries, particularly in the U.S., Great 

Britain, France and Italy, the most strenuous effort, courage, 

initiative and organisation.  

The will and determination of the masses of the people to 

uphold peace and to save mankind from the horrors of a new 

war are proved by the facts.  

The recent elections to the Supreme Soviet in the U.S.S.R. 

unquestionably demonstrated the will of the Soviet people. 

“The Soviet Union”, said the election manifesto of the Central 

Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union 

(Bolsheviks), “is persistently striving for peace with all states, 

is tirelessly fighting for peace, against the warmongers. The 

task now is, relying on the unity of all forces standing for 

peace, to frustrate the schemes of the imperialist aggressors, to 

make war impossible.” Nearly 111 million Soviet people voted 

for the bloc of Communists and non-Party people. Thus, all the 

Soviet people resolutely and definitely supported the peace 

policy of the Communist Party and the Soviet Government.  

Expressing the will of their people, the parliaments in 
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Rumania, Hungary, Poland, Czechoslovakia. Bulgaria and 

Albania unanimously supported the peace proposals of the 

Permanent Committee.  

The whole world knows of the warmth with which the 

great Chinese people welcomed the news of the signing of the 

Treaty of Alliance between the U.S.S.R. and The Chinese 

People’s Republic, a treaty which strengthens the camp of 

peace the world over.  

The heroic struggle of the French, Italian, Belgian and 

Dutch working people against unloading and transporting 

American war materials and against turning their countries into 

outposts for an aggressive war against the Soviet Union and the 

People’s Democracies is striking evidence of the intensification 

of the peace movement.  

Six hundred million partisans of peace were represented at 

the World Congress in Paris and Prague. In the U.S.S.R., the 

Chinese People’s Republic and the People’s Democracies 

alone, the peace camp now totals 800 million people, i.e. more 

than a third of the population of the world. In capitalist 

countries, despite terror and repression by imperialist 

governments, hundreds of millions of people support and fight 

for peace. The vast majority of people in all countries stand for 

peace.  

Notwithstanding the enormous dimensions of the peace 

movement the delegates to the Session of the Permanent 

Committee in Stockholm justly pointed out that the growth of 

the movement and its organisation do not correspond to the 

alarm and righteous indignation which fills the hearts of honest 

people everywhere.  

The increasing rebuffs delivered by the masses drive the 

imperialists to greater fury. This is evident from the legislation 

passed by the governments in the Marshallised countries on 

orders from Washington; legislation directed to the suppression 

of the democratic movement and of all rights and liberties of 
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the working people. The monstrously foul anti-labour laws of 

the governments in Italy and France do not differ in any way 

from the fascist legislation enacted by Hitler and Mussolini as 

part and parcel of their preparations for World War Two. The 

tours of inspection by American and British Generals in the 

Marshallised countries, the armaments drive, the bellicose 

speeches of diplomats who like Acheson, preach “total 

diplomacy” and prepare for “total war”,—all this indicates that 

now, as never before, must the peoples be roused for the 

common struggle for peace; the full wrath of the people, in all 

its resoluteness, must now be directed against the Anglo-

American imperialists—the provocateurs of a new war.  

Only the greatest vigilance of the people, their resolute 

determination to wage an active fight for peace, will frustrate 

the criminal designs of the warmongers.  

In the conditions of a new upsurge in the all-peoples’ 

struggle for peace the task of the advanced, organised workers, 

and first of all the Communists, is, by exposing, daily and 

relentlessly the splitters and Right Socialist traitors, to 

strengthen the unity of the working class in vigorous action in 

defence of peace, and to develop the gathering of signatures for 

the banning of the atomic weapon into an all-peoples’ 

movement.  

Mass organisations such as the World Federation of Trade 

Unions, the international, democratic women’s, youth, peasant, 

co-operative, sports and cultural-educational organisations and 

their national bodies, can make an invaluable contribution to 

the cause of safeguarding peace by taking a more active part in 

the common peace struggle.  

In the present situation a great historic responsibility rests 

with the Communist. and Workers’ Parties. Marching in the 

vanguard of progressive mankind and regarding the struggle 

for peace as their main task, the Communist and Workers’ 

Parties must double and treble their efforts to rally the broad 
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masses for vigorous and concrete action in defence of peace 

and, day by day, guide the titanic struggle of the peoples now 

unfolding against the instigators of war and for peace 

throughout the world.  
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KOSSUTH PRIZES AWARDED IN 
HUNGARY  

  

In Hungary, Kossuth prizes have been awarded to leading 

representatives of science, culture, construction, pedagogy and 

public health. Prizes have also been awarded to workers in a 

number of producer co-operatives, state farms and machine and 

tractor depots for outstanding achievements in agriculture.  
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SESSION OF PERMANENT COMMITTEE OF 
WORLD PEACE CONGRESS  

 

The Third Session of the Permanent Committee of the 

World Peace Congress was held in Stockholm on March 15-19. 

One hundred and fifty delegates representing the majority of 

countries of the world, and the main international organisations 

affiliated to the World Peace Congress, attended the Session.  

Frederic Joliot-Curie, Chairman of the Permanent 

Committee, who opened the session, referred to the steady 

growth of the forces of peace.  

We demand, said Curie the unconditional prohibition of the 

atomic weapon, the weapon of aggression and mass 

extermination of peoples. We demand a strict international 

control to secure this prohibition. We shall regard as criminal 

that government which first uses the atomic weapon against 

any country. We, partisans of peace, will continue our work of 

propagating the truth, will appeal to reason and for action 

without overlooking a single favourable factor and without 

retreating before any danger, any blackmail. If certain people 

boast that they can and want to dominate the world, believing 

that they possess the most effective means of destruction, let 

them know and realise this: the constantly growing number of 

partisans of peace will frustrate their criminal plans and will 

banish them for ever.   

Jean Laffitte, General Secretary of the Permanent Committee 

of the World Peace Congress, submitted a report on the work 

of the Committee since the previous Sessions.  

Pointing to the feverish preparations for a new war now 

being made by the Anglo-American imperialists, Laffitte 

stressed that the organisation of a mass peace movement makes 

the defeat of the warmongers inevitable.  

The struggle for peace, said Jean Laffitte has now assumed 
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new forms. Partisans of peace in all countries have intensified 

their struggle against war. A decisive contribution to this 

struggle is being made by the working class. In France, Italy, 

Belgium and Holland dock workers have refused to unload 

arms. Their courageous example has been followed by other 

workers. Railwaymen are refusing to transport arms, factory 

workers refuse to produce them and the people support this 

movement.  

Laffitte further pointed out that last December the Bureau 

of the Permanent Committee issued a call to all peoples and all 

Parliaments. Delegations from the Permanent Committee have 

visited a number of countries. The Parliaments of Rumania, 

Hungary, Poland, Czechoslovakia and Bulgaria have 

unanimously expressed themselves in support of the peace 

points advanced by the Permanent Committee. In the Soviet 

Union the delegates from the Committee were warmly received 

by the Chairman of the Soviet of the Union and the Chairman 

of the Soviet of Nationalities, who approved these proposals 

and pledged support for them in the Supreme Soviet.  

The delegates from the Permanent Committee did not get the 

same reception in all countries’, The delegation was crudely 

expelled from Holland on the order of the Minister of Justice. 

As for the U.S., the Government refused to grant visas for the 

Permanent Committee delegates.  

At present, said Laffitte, 52 national peace committees are 

affiliated to the Permanent Committee. In addition, the 

Permanent Committee maintains contact with democratic 

organisations in 29 other countries. Prior to the Rome Session 

of the Committee, 19 conferences, and national congresses of 

the partisans of peace had been held in different countries. 

After the Rome Session, another eight national peace 

congresses were held. Preparations for similar congresses are at 

present under-way in eleven countries.  

A big campaign for disarmament and for the prohibition of 
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the atomic weapon is now proceeding in more than 40 

countries. A rapid growth of the partisans or peace can be 

observed in Italy, in the countries of Central Europe, France, 

the Soviet Union, China, Japan. India, Australia, Africa, the 

Near East, Brazil, Venezuela, Cuba, Argentina and Canada.  

However, said Laffitte, in some countries, for example in 

Britain, the U.S. and in some of the Scandinavian countries the 

peace movement has not developed in a manner commensurate 

with existing possibilities in those countries.  

It is necessary to declare loudly, said Laffitte, that war can 

be prevented. It must be prevented. There are in the world 

forces capable of frustrating the plans of the warmongers. Our 

movement is an expression of these powerful forces.  

Delegates to the Session actively discussed Jean Laffitte’s 

report. In their speeches they spoke of the peace movement in 

their respective countries and also about the tasks which must 

be solved by the national organisations in order further to 

extend and organisationally consolidate the movement of the 

partisans of peace. Speakers remarked that despite all kind of 

obstacles put in the way by reactionaries, the peace movement 

had been considerably extended and strengthened 

organisationally between the Sessions of the Permanent 

Committee. The struggle for peace has assumed a concrete 

form in a number of countries and has entered the phase of 

practical action.  

The Session thoroughly discussed draft appeals concerning 

the prohibition of the atomic weapon, the summoning of the 

Second World Peace Congress, and unanimously approved the 

following appeals.  

1. ON THE PROHIBITION OF THE ATOMIC 
WEAPON 

  

We demand the unconditional prohibition of the atomic 
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weapon as an instrument of aggression and mass 

extermination of people, and the establishment of strict 

international control over the fulfilment of this decision.  

We will regard as a war criminal that government 

which first uses the atomic weapon against any country.  

We call upon all people of good will all over the world 

to sign this call.  

 

2. ON SUMMONING THE SECOND WORLD PEACE 
CONGRESS  

 

We address all people of good will with a call to appoint 

representatives to the Second World Peace Congress, to be 

held in Italy in the fourth quarter of 1950.  

 We address ourselves to all social, religious groups and 

workers in culture, all honest people who, irrespective of 

their views concerning the reasons for the strained 

international situation, are alarmed because of this and 

seriously desire to see peaceful relations restored between 

the peoples.  

 As a basis for agreement we suggest the prohibition of 

the atomic weapon and the condemnation of the 

government which first uses the atomic weapon.  

The Session adopted a resolution to institute international 

peace prizes and established a panel to adjudge the winners.  

 

* 

 

The decisions of the Session of the Permanent Committee 

will meet with a ready response from all genuine partisans of 

peace in all countries. They will contribute to the further 

activisation of the peace struggle, against the instigators of a 

new war, and will bring millions more people into this struggle.  



PLENUM, CENTRAL COMMITTEE, 
BULGARIAN COMMUNIST PARTY  

 

A Plenum of the Central Committee of the Bulgarian 

Communist Party was held on March 17, Comrade Vylko 

Tchervenkov reported to the Plenum on the work of 

Communists in the People’s Army. A corresponding decision 

was adopted on this report.  

The Plenum also heard a report by Georgi Tsankov on 

organisational questions and adopted decisions.  

The Plenum of the Central Committee decided to convene a 

National Party Conference in Sofia, on May 10, with the 

following agenda:  

1. Organising and political work of the Party.  

2. Renewing the composition of the Central Committee of 

the Bulgarian Communist Party.  

The Plenum of the Central Committee excluded from 

membership of the Central Committee comrades Ivan Kinov 

and Boyan Bolgarinov as individuals who failed to cope with 

work in the People’s Army.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



17 
 

PLENUM OF THE BOARD OF THE 
SOCIALIST UNITY PARTY OF GERMANY   

 

The Central Board of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany 

held its 25th (39th) plenum on March 14-15. Comrade Heinrich 

Rau reported for the Politburo. In connection with the 

increasingly brutal colonial policy pursued by foreign 

imperialists and reflected in the annexation of the Saar and the 

dismantling operations at Watenstedt-Salzgitter, he said, the 

urgent task arises of intensifying the struggle for the 

democratic unity of Germany and the consolidation of the 

German Democratic Republic. The speaker stressed the 

urgency of raising the theoretical and political level of Party 

members.  

Comrade O. Grotewohl, who spoke in the ensuing 

discussion, pointed to the necessity of broader co-operation 

with the parties of the bloc, of strengthening discipline, 

planning and for greater vigilance. The report of the Political 

Bureau was carried unanimously.  

Reporting on the preliminary results of the trade union 

elections at the factories, Comrade Herbert Warnke referred to 

the inadequate ideological preparations for these elections by 

the Party leadership and the serious shortcomings in Party and 

trade union work in the privately owned enterprises.  

Comrade Horst Sindermann reported on the work of the 

National Front Committees and the considerable achievements 

attained in the development of this movement. Appropriate 

decisions were reached concerning all reports.   
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WORLD YOUTH WEEK  
  

Youth Week is being celebrated through out the world 

from March 21 to March 28.  

In its manifesto to the young partisans of peace, the 

Secretariat of the World Federation of Democratic Youth 

called upon young people to devote an their efforts to the 

struggle against the warmongers and their accomplices to 

actively support the peace movement which now embraces 

over one billion men and women; to fight, steadfastly for the 

outlawing of the atomic weapon and for ending the armaments 

drive. The manifesto stressed the decisive significance of 

consolidating the unity of democratic youth and of drawing in 

millions more young men and girls, irrespective of political and 

religious conviction, who are determined to defend the peace.  

The call of the World Federation of Trade Unions to the 

youth on the occasion of World Youth Week reads in part:  

“World Youth Week must show that working youth 

everywhere is ready—by heroic effort if need be—to defend 

the great treasures of mankind, which wants to live and 

develop.”  

The youth in all countries responded warmly to the call of 

the international democratic organisations. Chinese youth 

organisations and the Student’s Federation called upon all 

Youth in China to mark World Youth Week by organising 

meetings and talks, by fraternising with foreign democratic 

youth residing in China and by extending the fight for peace 

and for the consolidation of the Chinese People’s Republic. 

The Geneva organisation of the “Free Swiss Youth” called 

upon all young champions of peace in Switzerland to mark 

World Youth Week with a demonstration of their will to fight 

for peace, democracy and a better future and by concrete 

actions and solidarity with all champions of peace. Youth in 

Cuba organised a protest demonstration against the large-scale 
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American military manoeuvres in Cuban waters and on Cuban 

territory, regarding these manoeuvres as a violation of national 

sovereignty and as part of the preparation for war. In Poland 

the Polish Youth Union, the Students’ Youth Union, the Polish 

Scouts Society and the “Serve Poland” organisation carried out 

extensive preparations for World Youth Week, employing all 

possible means to acquaint Polish youth with the life and 

struggle for peace of the youth of the U.S.S.R. the People’s 

Democracies and of the capitalist countries.   
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PREPARATIONS FOR CONGRESS OF 
POLISH SCIENTISTS  

 

Large-scale preparations are under way for the Congress 

of. Polish scientists to be held in Warsaw this year.  

Main task of the Congress is to elect unity between science 

and Socialist construction. The Congress, which will take place 

in the first year of the Six-Year National Economic Plan, will 

have the job of working out concrete ways and means of 

involving Polish science in the work of realising the Plan. The 

Congress will confirm the existence of the indissoluble bonds 

between social and economic life and science; will strengthen 

the forms of this contact, and will demonstrate that, under the 

people’s democratic system with its planned economy,  

tremendous, hitherto unknown possibilities for development 

open up before science,  

Congress will help raise the level of Polish science and will 

intensify the struggle against any reactionary theories; it should  

inspire Polish scientists to undertake a profound study of 

dialectical and historical materialism.  

In connection with the forthcoming Congress the 

professors and staff of the Maria Curie-Sklodowska University, 

Lublin, pledged themselves to complete in time for the 

Congress, the organisation of new chairs and institutes to help 

the weaker institutes to organise scientific work and to draw all 

institutes into research connected with the Six-Year- Plan, “We 

shall further develop both theoretically and practically the 

Michurin-Williams-Lysenko trend in biology and apply the 

method of dialectical materialism in our “scientific work”, says 

a resolution adopted by them, “We, shall study profoundly the 

teachings of Marx-Lenin-Stalin; and co-ordinate the work of 

the scientific institutes with the life of the factories and the 

countryside, particularly with the life of the agricultural  
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producer co-operatives.”  
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MASS DEMONSTRATIONS AND STRIKES 
IN ITALY IN DEFENCE OF DEMOCRATIC 

LIBERTIES  
 

The Italian cabinet, headed by de Gasperi, has adopted a 

number of decisions aimed at restricting the circulation of the 

democratic press, the prohibition for three months of 

demonstrations in towns and meetings at factories without 

permission of the police and factory owners.  

These foul Government decisions, which violate the 

Constitution of the Republic, have caused a wave of protest to 

spread throughout the country.  

A communique, issued by the leadership of the Italian 

Communist Party described the Government measures as the 

most serious fact violating public order in Italy since the 

Republic came into existence. The reactionary clerical 

Government of de Gasped confronts the country with the 

prospect of a bitter period of serious civic strife, because all the 

working people, all democratically-minded citizens will not, 

under any circumstances, permit these Government threats to 

pass without voicing strong protests, without rising in defence 

of democratic, republican liberties.  

The leadership of the Communist Party has decided to all a 

plenum of the Central Committee of the Party for April 7th.  

Working people began strikes and demonstrations in a 

number of places in Italy as soon as the Government decision 

was made known. In Milan 100,000 people participated in a 

protest demonstration; a general strike was declared. A protest 

demonstration at Genoa rallied 120,000 people. All the shops 

in the city were closed. Workers in many factories at Florence, 

Arezzo, Pistoia and Livorno struck work. At Terni the police 

attacked a demonstration but were beaten off by the people. An 

army unit called in to reinforce the police refused to act against 
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the people.  

Strikes were declared at Cieti (Abruzzo region), in the 

valley of the river Pescara and in the Vasto district. In Naples 

various categories of working people stopped work; the 

workers of the Ilva di Bagnoli factory also came out on strike. 

Strong indignation prevails in Catanzaro and Matera. At 

Taranto the working people declared their readiness to join the 

struggle. At Bari the Co-ordination Committee of the 

Communist and Socialist Parties adopted a decisive stand 

against the Government decisions.  

At Emilia a general strike brought all activity in the region 

to a standstill. Sixty-five thousand people attended a 

demonstration at Bologna and 50,000 at Regio-Emilia. Large 

demonstrations were also held at Modena, Padua and Ravenna.  

The Central Co-ordination Committee of the Communist 

and Socialist Parties issued a communique in which both 

parties pledge themselves to develop common action in 

parliament and in the country in defence of civic liberties.  

The Secretariat, followed later by the Executive Committee 

of the Italian General Confederation of Labour, decided to 

invite democratic parties for a joint conference with 

representatives of all trade union organisations.  

 

* 

 

A 12-hours general strike took place throughout the 

country on March 22 in protest against the brutal attack by 

Scelba’s police on unemployed workers in Lentella, when one 

worker was killed and many others wounded.  
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FRENCH WORKING PEOPLE CONTINUE 
THE STRUGGLE  

 

Displaying splendid unity the working people of France are 

continuing the struggle for the 3,000 francs a month wage 

increase and for the speedy conclusion of collective 

agreements.  

Workers in many enterprises in the Paris district have been 

on strike for more than five weeks. The strikes at the power 

stations and gas works are not weakening one iota. The 

workers are not deterred by illegal mobilization orders or by 

arbitrary arrests.  

In Marseilles, Perpignan, Agen, Saint-Denis, Nantes and 

other towns the working people, as a result of demonstrations 

in which broad masses of the population took part, have 

secured the release of their comrades who were arrested for 

refusing to comply with the mobilization order. In Marseilles 

the authorities attempted, unsuccessfully to invoke the recently 

passed “super-vile” laws against the gas workers.  

Insurance workers, employees of public assistance offices 

and municipal enterprises in Paris are stubbornly continuing 

the struggle, In the building industry the strike movement is 

growing in intensity. The workers have registered victories at 

over 500 enterprises, having succeeded in getting the 3,000 

francs wage increase.  

The entire population of France is supporting the struggle 

of the working people. A widespread solidarity movement in 

the course of which aid committees are being set up with the 

participation of representatives of different political trends is 

developing throughout the country and giving powerful support 

to the strikers.  
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FINANCIAL POLICY OF THE PEOPLE’S 
DEMOCRACIES. Vasile Luca, Secretary, 

Central Committee, Rumanian Workers’ 
Party  

 

Utilising the great experience of building Socialism in the 

U.S.S.R., and after having nationalised industry, transport, 

banks and financial establishments, the People’s Democracies 

passed over to the Socialist system of planned economy. Under 

the system of people’s democracy the State became the 

instrument of the dictatorship of the proletariat, fulfilling not 

only the function of suppressing the resistance of the 

overthrown classes, of defending national independence and 

security of the country against imperialist aggression, but also 

of organising, directing and planning national economy.  

The financial policy of bourgeois States, particularly in the 

epoch of imperialism, is determined by the expansionist policy 

of monopoly trusts aimed at economic enslavement or military 

seizure of other countries. Every year the budgets of capitalist 

countries show ever smaller allocations for education, public 

health and social services. The main source of their revenues 

are the ever growing taxes levied on the population, and also 

loans.  

Altogether different is the financial policy of the People’s 

Democracies.  

Although the People’s Democracies are only in the process 

of accumulating experience arising from the first years of 

planned economy, they have, during the post-war years, 

achieved successes in stabilising their economy and finances of 

which no bourgeois-landlord State can boast. Output in the 

People’s Democracies has not only reached pre-war level but 

has surpassed it. The currencies of these countries are stable; 

the rate of exchange was not affected by the devaluation 
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carried out in Marshallised countries on the order of U.S. 

imperialism.  

The close economic bonds existing between the People’s 

Democracies and the U.S.S.R. and also the great economic 

successes achieved by the Soviet Union influence favourably 

the economy of the countries of people’s democracy. The 

increased purchasing power of the rouble and the transfer of 

the rouble to a gold basis will contribute to the stability of the 

currencies in the People’s Democracies and, to an even greater 

degree, will safeguard these countries from the effects of the 

economic crisis in the capitalist world with its depreciated 

currency.  

The budget revenues of the People’s Democracies reflect 

increasingly the results of the economic activities of State 

enterprises, and are accompanied by ever bigger reductions in 

taxes paid by the population. For example, in the Rumanian 

People’s Republic income from State enterprises and other 

economic organisations in the form of profits and the trade tax 

accounted for 70 per cent of the budget revenue in 1949.  

The financial policy of the People’s Democracies is 

determined by the concern shown by the Party of the working 

class for a steady advance along the pathway of building 

Socialism. Its aim is to secure the industrialisation of the 

country, to improve the conditions of the working people and 

ensure a steady advance in their living and cultural standards is 

to provide the necessary resources for carrying out the tasks of 

the state in safeguarding peace and the freedom of the working 

people.  

In capitalist countries a considerable part of the national 

income is taken by landlords and capitalists in the form of rent 

and profits. In these countries the greater part of State funds are 

spent on armament and preparations for a new world war; the 

remainder is used to maintain the State apparatus for 

suppressing the working people, and only an extremely small 



27 
 

part is pent on education, public health and other social-cultural 

services.  

In the People’s Democracies a large part of income is 

earmarked for extended Socialist reproduction, for raising the 

living and cultural standards of the working people and for 

defending the national independence of the peoples. The share 

of the national income acquiring to non-working elements is 

steadily diminishing: a fierce and violent struggle between the 

Socialist and private-capitalist sectors for the restriction, and 

then for the complete elimination of the capitalist elements, is 

under way.  

The national income of the People’s Democracies, due to 

Socialist ownership of the means of production, to the steady 

expansion of production, to reduced production costs arising 

from higher labour productivity and strict economy, is growing 

at a rate unknown in the history of capitalist countries.  

In the 1949 State budget of the Rumanian People’s 

Republic revenue exceeded expenditure by nearly 36,000 

million lei. The draft budget for 1950 reflects the growth in the 

national income. Compared to 1949, revenue will show an 

increase of 60,000 million lei, or 23 per cent, without any 

increase in taxes.  

In Bulgaria fulfilment of the Two-Year Plan raised the 

national income from 47,300 million leva in 1939 to 51,800 

million leva in 1948. In Poland the national income rose more 

than 33 per cent and in Hungary by 24 per cent compared with 

1938.  

Relying on the steady expansion of production and the 

growing national income, on the ever increasing purchasing 

power of the working people in town and countryside, on 

mutual economic co-operation, on aid from the Soviet Union—

based on the Stalin principle of equality and mutual respect 

between large and small nations—the People’s Democracies 

are pursuing sound financial policy of budgetary stability. 
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Though unequally developed economically, the People’s 

Democracies are having a more and more balanced trade 

turnover. In their relations there is no tendency for one country 

to exploit and economically oppress another as is the case in 

the imperialist world with regard to the more industrially 

backward countries.  

Economic co-operation and trade between the Soviet 

Union and the People’s Democracies develop on the basis of 

mutual assistance for the Socialist industrialisation of these 

countries. Relying on this disinterested assistance, particularly 

the assistance of the Soviet Union, the People’s Democracies 

are developing their economy along new Socialist lines, despite 

discrimination in trade relations by the U.S. and certain 

Marshallised capitalist countries. In the People’s Democracies 

new plants and factories, heat and power stations, are being 

built, new coal and ore mines sunk, agriculture re-organised, 

hospitals, sanatoria, houses for workers and new cultural 

establishments erected.  

Allocation of income and expenditure in the State budget 

best reflects the financial policy or each country. An 

examination of the budgets of bourgeois Governments 

completely exposes their policy of exploiting and oppressing 

the working people their policy of armament and preparation 

for imperialist war. As before, the U.S. budget for 1950-1951 

provides only for in significant expenditure on education, 

social insurance, health services and other public need. 

Expenditure on education. for instance, comprises only one per 

cent of the budget, and on health services less than one per 

cent. One million dollars only is allocated for the exercise of 

the so-called civil liberties of which Truman talked at such 

length. On all other social needs the amounts spent constitute 

only 5.1 per cent of the budget. In his message to Congress, 

Truman admitted that the expenditure on “defence” together 

with that of past wars, comprises 71 per cent of the entire 
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budget. Actually, for the 1950-51 fiscal year, the U.S. in 

preparation for a new war (financing imperialist aggressive 

blocs, atom bomb production, upkeep of military schools, 

establishing military bases), has appropriated a sum in excess 

of 32,000 million dollars, that is 76 per cent of the entire 

budget.  

Expenditure on war preparations in the U.S. and in the 

Marshallised countries explains the immense budget deficit and 

inflation, the aftermath of which undermines the economy and 

finances of these countries and hits primarily the working class 

and the mass of the people. The U.S. budget for 1950-1951 

envisages a deficit amounting to more than five billion dollars.  

The budgets of the People’s Democracies reflect a healthy 

financial policy, based on increased production, on the 

rehabilitation and consolidation of national economy which 

secure a balanced budget and a stabilised currency.  

Without enslaving loans, without betrayal of the national 

interests of the people, as is the case with the reactionary 

bourgeoisie and its servants—the Right Social Democrats and 

the espionage Tito gang of assassins—the working people of 

the People’s Democracies, guided by the Communist and 

Workers’ Parties, are marching along the road of development 

and economic prosperity.  

State budgetary expenditure of the People’s Democracies 

reveals the concern of the State for economic development and 

improvement in the life of the working people.  

For example, in Czechoslovakia total expenditure 

envisaged by the State budget for 1950 is distributed as 

follows: 32.07 per cent for industrial development, 26.3 per 

cent for social services and public health, and 11.9 per cent for 

cultural requirements.  

In the People’s Republic of Bulgaria, 35 per cent of the-

1950 budget is allocated for the development of the national 

economy and 30 per cent for social and cultural requirements.  
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In Poland 43.5 per cent of the budget will be spent in 1950 

on the development of the national economy, and 32.6 per cent 

on education, public health and other social services.  

The State budget of the Rumanian People’s Republic for 

1950 provides for an investment of 131,300 million lei for the 

development of national economy, i.e. 37.5 per cent of the total 

expenditure. Allocations for social and cultural needs total 24.8 

per cent. Expenditure on social insurance has increased by 55 

per cent compared with 1949. Expenditure on public education 

and cultural development has increased by nearly 40 per cent. 

Expenditure on health services provide for an increase of 16 

pet cent; 9,534 million lei have been allocated for social 

insurance (pensions for invalids, dining hall subsidies and 

kindergartens, and for mothers with large families).  

Such are the figures which characterise the financial policy 

of the People’s Democracies, a policy based on the labour and 

struggle of the working class in alliance with the working 

peasantry for the consolidation and economic prosperity of 

their countries; on the solicitude displayed by the Party of the 

working class and the Government in raising the living 

standard and cultural level of the working people; on the 

struggle of the whole people against the instigators of war—the 

imperialists and their agents; in the struggle for peace, 

freedom, security and the national independence of the peoples.  

The financial policy of the People’s Democracies serves 

the aim of securing economic prosperity, it serves the cause of 

the working people, the cause of strengthening the whole anti-

imperialist camp.  
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REVOLUTIONARY VIGILANCE AND THE 
STRUGGLE TO PURIFY THE RANKS OF 

THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA.  L. Kopriva, Member, 

Presidium, Central Committee, 
Communist Party of Czechoslovakia  

 

Hoping to turn back the wheel of history, to destroy 

Socialism and establish their world domination the Anglo-

American imperialists seek to weaken the forces of democracy 

and progress, to undermine the unity of the working class, to 

break the power of the working people in the People’s 

Democracies, and to unleash war against these countries and 

the Soviet Union. In  prosecuting these aims they use the entire 

arsenal of foul and odious means.  

The historic experience of the Communist Party of the 

Soviet Union (Bolsheviks), the Information Bureau 

Resolutions and also the Budapest and Sofia trials of the agents 

of the fascist Tito gang and of American imperialism, 

constitute a good political school for our mass party, a school 

which shows the Party how to combat the enemy and how 

important it is constantly to strengthen revolutionary vigilance 

and to fight for the purity of the Party ranks. 

In organising conspiracies, espionage and undermining 

activities the imperialist intelligence centres orientate 

themselves now on those whom, during the period of 

emigration, they recruited for post-war intelligence work; on 

former Gestapo agents. the remnants of the capitalist classes, 

the higher Catholic hierarchy, on part of the officer personnel 

hostile to our people’s democratic system, on adventurers and 
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careerists. Imperialist agents seek especially to penetrate the 

ranks of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia and to obtain 

responsible positions in the country. Recently, several groups 

which conducted hostile activities against the people’s 

democratic system on the orders of Anglo-American 

intelligence service and of the Tito gang, were exposed and 

rendered harmless in our country. After the defeat suffered by 

reaction in February 1948, the reactionary leaders of the former 

National-Socialist, Social-Democratic, the People’s and the 

Democratic Parties formed illegal organisations in the country 

directed by foreign intelligence services, organisations since 

rendered harmless.  

Among the espionage groups exposed and rendered 

harmless, there were not a few Tito agents who, like Rajk, 

received directives from the representatives of Rankovic boast 

of the “successes” of Tito Socialism and of the joys of the 

fascist regime in Yugoslavia. Among others whom the fascist 

Tito clique recruited as its agents was Bohdan Benda, former 

military secretary of the Prague regional committee of the 

Communist Party of Czechoslovakia.  

Among the agents of imperialist intelligence circles there 

proved to be Vilém Novy, former chief-editor of “Rude 

Pravo”, and Milan Reiman, chief of the chancellery of the 

Government Presidium.  

In our foreign trade we have exposed a group of people 

who formerly held leading positions and who, inimical to the 

interests of the Republic, orientated Czechoslovak foreign trade 

towards the West to the detriment of extended trade with the 

U.S.S.R. and the People’s Democracies. This group sought to 

make Czechoslovakia dependent on the West and to hamper 

our country’s development toward Socialism.  

We have exposed many wreckers and spies. However, this 

is far from being all. Our vigilance as yet is not on a 

sufficiently high level. This is frequently proved by examples 
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of negligence regarding secret directives and documents as 

well as to Party cards which easily fall into the hands of 

enemies as a result of carelessness and complacency.  

Insufficient vigilance, boastfulness, an easy-going 

thoughtless attitude, and inadequate knowledge of cadres 

frequently facilitate the activities of the enemies of the people, 

the agents of the imperialist intelligence services. People who 

have not been verified, people with a shady past are often 

placed in highly responsible posts in regional and district Party 

and economic organs. In many cases our rural organisations. 

become reconciled to the rural rich who are undermining the 

policy of our Government.  

Many workers of our Party still forget the indisputable 

truth that during the transition from capitalism to Socialism the 

class struggle far from dying out, on the contrary, sharpens, 

and they often display political carelessness which is absolutely 

impermissible.  

The Communist Party of Czechoslovakia as the ruling 

party bears a tremendous responsibility. All the more, 

therefore, must we in every way strengthen revolutionary 

vigilance in our ranks.  

Vigilance is particularly essential in the selection of 

leading Party cadres from top to bottom. All loop-holes 

through which alien, hostile elements can penetrate the Party 

must be closed, and any casualness, any violation of Bolshevik 

principle in the selection and allocation of cadres must be 

eliminated. We must know our cadres and select them on the 

basis of extremely thorough criteria. The work with cadres 

cannot be departmental work: it must become the concern of 

the Party as a whole. 

The rural rich, former industrialists, big traders and the 

higher clergy constantly seek to influence Party branch 

organisations, the activities of democratic organisations and the 

people’s councils.  
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An investigation carried out by the Party Control 

Commission showed that Josef Stavinoha, former secretary of 

the Olomouc regional committee of the Czechoslovak 

Communist Party, created all atmosphere of corruption in the 

regional proletariat, utilised his position for personal 

enrichment, sheltered and concealed enemies of the Republic 

from just punishment and enabled former large traders and 

manufacturers to plunder the State. A verification revealed that 

Stavinoha had, in the past, been a Gestapo agent.  

This example shows that the workers in the regional Party 

committee did not carry out the directive of the Central 

Committee of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia 

concerning vigilance.   

In its struggle against democracy and Socialism capitalist 

reaction strives to utilise the poisoned weapon of bourgeois 

nationalism with the help of which it seeks to undermine the 

unity of the working people, to dull their class conciseness and 

solidarity. By circulating rabid nationalist anti-Soviet 

propaganda and disseminating provocative rumours reaction 

hopes to sow mistrust among the peoples, to weaken the love 

of Czechs and Slovaks for the Soviet Union, agents of Anglo-

American imperialism try to pursue the policy of detaching 

Czechoslovakia from the U.S.S.R. and the People’s 

Democracies. The Communist Party, has tirelessly exposed and 

will continue ruthlessly to expose the weapon of imperialism— 

bourgeois nationalism—which is anti-patriotic in its essence 

and also its bearers. The Communist Party of Czechoslovakia 

educated and is continuing to educate the people in the spirit of 

proletarian internationalism—the spirit of respect for the 

equality of all races and nations and for their complete 

independence the spirit of profound love for country, or 

solidarity and co-operation among the working people of all 

countries; in the spirit of mutual assistance in the struggle for 

freedom and its preservation in the spirit of love, for the first 
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land of Socialism the Soviet Union.  

In his report to the Ninth Party Congress Comrade 

Gottwald pointed out, that, to prevent the penetration of agents 

of imperialist intelligence services into the Party and to deprive 

them of the possibility of doing harm, it is necessary 

ceaselessly to raise the ideological level of Party members, to 

involve all Party members in active struggle for the policy of 

the Party and for the realisation of this policy, consistently to 

apply Bolshevik principles of democratic centralism and inner-

Party democracy, and to develop criticism and self-criticism. 

The Communist Party of Czechoslovakia the tirelessly and 

systematically raising the ideological level of its members.  

But we must fight on a greater and more resolute scale 

against spies, wreckers and terrorists sent from the West and 

who are penetrated our ranks; we must mobilise all members of 

our Party for this struggle. We must ensure that every Party 

member learns to be cautious, wise and vigilant; that he should 

be able to expose the class enemy and to smash any of their 

attempts commit actions hostile to the Party, the Republic and 

the people. This enemy is  crafty and cruel. One does not argue 

with him, for he cannot be convinced. He must be destroyed.  

Checking on the carrying out of Party policy is one of the 

best means of securing vigilance and of exposing the enemy. 

The way in which one or another Communist carries out Party 

policy, the manner in which he defends it and fulfils the tasks 

assigned to him can best show to us his honesty, ability and 

devotion and more quickly expose enemies, wreckers and alien 

elements in the Party.  

In observing inner-Party democracy we have, so far, only 

half-opened the doors to criticism and self-criticism. It is 

necessary to open them wide, in a Bolshevik way, for criticism 

is the means which helps to eliminate errors and shortcomings 

in Party work. Only with the help of criticism shall we be able 

to fulfil the great tasks facing us in building Socialism. 
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Criticism is our weapon in the struggle against the abuse of 

their positions by people occupying leading posts; it helps to 

control fulfilment of Party decisions, and to ensure a correct 

realisation of Party policy. We must make criticism and self-

criticism a political school for all Party members, a power 

which will increase even more the influence of the Party and 

which will strengthen it.  

Not infrequently we have had cases when criticism and 

self-criticism have been suppressed. Sometimes a comrade who 

makes a just criticism is regarded as a factionalist and his 

honest criticism is characterised as an attack on the Party and 

the people’s democratic system. On some occasions such a 

comrade is persecuted and even expelled from the Party. 

Again, a member who makes a correct criticism is often 

ridiculed and forced into silence. Such things bring harm to the 

Party and hamper the development of the Party and our 

forward movement.  

Our most important and immediate task is ruthlessly to 

combat any hostile attempt to suppress criticism and self- 

criticism, resolutely to oppose all forms of dictation and 

hunting for lucrative jobs; to combat ever thing that stains the 

purity of the Party and blunts its vigilance. We must organise 

things in such a way that every Party worker should learn to 

lend a ready ear to the voice of the rank and file of the working 

people: that his work and life should be an example to the 

broad masses and that he should realise that his first duty is to 

serve the interests of the working people, the Party and the 

people’s democratic State.  

Our Party will continue to improve its social composition 

and to strengthen its working class core. We shall, more 

consistently than before, promote working class cadres to 

leading positions and orientate ourselves more boldly on the 

youth. The reporting-back, election meetings in the branches 

and in the district Party organisations provide us with an 
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opportunity to draw new, sound forces into Party work: to 

replace incompetent, unsteady people who yield to the 

influence of the class enemy.  

The Central Committee of the Communist Party of 

Czechoslovakia more than ever before, is devoting all its 

energy to teach Party members, on the basis of the experience 

of the communist Party of the Soviet Union (Bolsheviks), to 

strengthen their vigilance and firmness in relation to the class 

enemy, to educate them in the spirit of irreconcilability to all 

shortcomings and mistakes in work.  



 ENSLAVEMENT OF YUGOSLAVIA BY 
ANGLO-AMERICAN IMPERIALISTS. N. 

Laurent  
 

“Elections” to the People’s Skupshtina in Yugoslavia are 

scheduled for March 26. The main object of these elections is 

to mask the fascist essence of the regime of the Tito-Rankovic 

clique. The “election” campaign has been conducted under 

conditions of Gestapo terror and unbridled demagogy. A police 

force of seven hundred thousand and tens of thousands of spies 

from the State security service have been mobilised to maintain 

“order” during the election. In the course of the campaign Wall 

Street’s lackeys—Tito, ringleader of the fascist gang, and his 

henchmen—delivered speeches in which, by means of verbiage 

about “democracy, freedom and Socialism”, they sought to 

hush up the extremely difficult, in fact, the catastrophic 

situation of the economy of Yugoslavia and its complete 

dependence on the Anglo-American imperialists. By these 

“elections” the Titoites once more reveal themselves as agents 

of the bourgeoisie, as Anglo-American spies and fascists.  

The policy of the Tito-Rankovic fascist clique is aimed 

completely at supporting the plans of the American 

warmongers. The Belgrade rulers, carrying out the orders of 

their masters, are doing their utmost to turn Yugoslavia into a 

military base and the Yugoslav peoples into cannon fodder. In 

this there is nothing new for the Titoites—they have been at the 

disposal of the British and American intelligence services for 

years. As is known, during World War Two, the Tito gang was 

in contact with the Anglo-American imperialists, receiving 

from them definite tasks and the corresponding help. The 

Titoites no longer conceal this. In a speech at Uzice on 

February 18, Tito cynically declared that during the war “We 
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received great help from the West.”  

The Anglo-American imperialists are now openly 

supporting the Tito-Rankovic clique. Within a short period the 

Titoites have been granted two American loans totalling nearly 

50 million dollars. Help from the West also takes the form of 

extending trade relations and military support to Yugoslav 

fascists. Together with other goods Yugoslavia is now 

receiving from the U.S. aircraft engines, radio equipment, parts 

for planes and other war materials. An airways agreement has 

also been signed between the U.S. and Yugoslavia. New 

airfields are being laid out and old ones being brought up to 

standard in Yugoslavia; barracks and highways leading to the 

frontiers of the People’s Democracies are being built. 

Simultaneously, under the supervision of American military 

advisers, the numerical strength of the army, police, special 

units and border troops are being increased and their positions 

revised. The numbers in the army, border troops and special 

units approximately doubled in 1949 compared to 1948. 

American advisers, economic, financial and military, are 

studying the material and manpower resources and possibilities 

of Yugoslavia in a future war.  

In line with the directives of the Anglo-American 

imperialists the Tito-Rankovic clique has turned Belgrade into 

an American centre for espionage and anti-Communist 

propaganda. At the behest of Wall Street the Belgrade rulers 

are conducting an unbridled campaign of slander against the 

Soviet Union and the People’s Democracies, borrowing the 

most foul lies from the Hitlerite arsenal.  

 

* 

 

Transforming Yugoslavia into a military-strategic base of 

American imperialism necessitates a readjustment and 

reorganisation of her economy in conformity with the anti-
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Soviet, anti-democratic and military plans of the U.S. and 

Britain. In view of this the Tito-Rankovic clique is actively 

going ahead with the policy of giving free reign to and 

strengthening the capitalist forces within the country. State 

industry is no longer people’s properly and serves as a screen 

for the American firm Tito and Co., to conceal the capitalist 

exploitation of the masses of the working people. Vital 

factories and mines pass into the hands of Anglo-American 

monopoly capital. Bourgeois economists working for the Tito-

Rankovic clique elaborate, with the help of Anglo-American 

“advisers”, “plans” which simply do not take into account the 

internal financial and technical-economic possibilities, but 

proceed from the dependence of Yugoslav economy on the 

U.S. and Britain.  

Official figures for the fulfilment of these so-called plans 

for 1948 and 1949 show that the Yugoslav industry is 

experiencing formidable difficulties. For example, the 1948 

targets were not reached in the electrical, metallurgical, coal, 

food, textile, tobacco, paper, glass, chemical and other 

industries. The situation with regard to the 1949 plan was even 

worse. Even the official report of the Tito Government to the 

Uno Economic Commission for Europe admitted that in the 

first half of 1949 industrial output in Yugoslavia fell by 20 per 

cent. The Yugoslav fascists are forced now openly to admit the 

complete failure of their Five-Year “plan”. In an election 

speech at Maribor on February 27, Kardelj, another of the 

ringleaders of the fascist gang, said that “For some branches of 

economy the plan will be extended until 1952.”  

Non-fulfilment of industrial and financial plans has, 

naturally, resulted in the planned capital investments for 

industrial and house building going awry. In planning large 

capital investments the Titoites relied on the great generosity of 

their masters. Quite recently they let the cat out of the bag by 

stating that in order to restore the economy of their country 
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they needed a loan of 250 million dollars. That is the sum they 

are asking from their masters. The Anglo-American press 

supports them. For example the London “Tribune” wrote on 

March 9 that “Yugoslav economy is at its lowest ebb... Only 

more essential aid on the part of the Western countries can get 

Yugoslavia out of its present difficult situation.”  

Expressing their indignant protests against the Titoite 

regime and unable to bear the arduous labour conditions and 

the intolerable life, the workers stay away from their jobs, flee 

from factories, pits and building sites to the countryside, while 

the peasants refuse to go into industry. In 1949, absenteeism on 

the majority of the building sites in the country was 65 per cent 

of the total number of the skilled workers, and in the mining 

industry from 40 to 45 per cent. In a speech at Split on March 

6, the hang-man Tito admitted that of 2,200,000 workers, 

400,000 (18 per cent) are absentees. In an attempt to attach the 

workers to the enterprises, the Titoites are resorting to 

compulsory agreements on the basis of a special decision 

adopted in January. However, here too, the Titoites suffer 

complete failure. The workers are refusing to sign long-term 

agreements at Titoite factories.  

In an attempt to overcome the acute shortage of man-power 

in industry, the Titoites are employing typically fascist 

methods. The local committees of the People’s Front have set 

up so-called “labour mobilisation departments” which list the 

poor and small peasants and former industrial workers and 

force them to work at the factories or in the pits. The scale of 

the exploitation of working people by means of the ”voluntary 

labour” system can be deduced from the following: in 1949, 

465,000 people in Croatia were enrolled in the “voluntary 

labour” brigades and in Serbia, 173,000. Speaking at Drvar, 

Tito admitted that the “authorities are forcing the peasants to 

work in the lumber industry and on other jobs”. Work in these 

“voluntary labour” brigades is only a method of exploiting the 
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working people in the manner of serfdom.  

Private capitalist land ownership, which completely 

dominates Yugoslav agriculture, dictates its laws in the 

Yugoslav countryside. There is an intensive process of ruining 

the lower middle peasants and depriving the poor peasants of 

their land; the number of farm labourers is growing, while the 

kulaks are gaining strength. The Titoites rely on the kulak who 

is the dominating force in the Yugoslav countryside: Titoite 

legislation encourages the development and consolidation of 

kulak farms. The peasants are refusing to till their land in 

protest against the plunder which is carried out with fascist 

brutality.  

Speaking at Drvar, Tito, the chieftain of the fascist gang, 

had to admit that “... the local authorities have been incorrectly 

imposing taxes on the peasants. Many have had their barns 

thoroughly cleared... Peasants are refusing to sow bread grain.” 

This is true, because while in 1948, 6,500,000 hectares were 

sown, in 1949 the figure had dropped to 6,000,000 (in 1939 

over seven million hectares were sown). The decline in 

agriculture continues.  

The so-called co-operatives are one of the forms of 

strengthening the economic positions of kulak-capitalist 

elements in the countryside. “Producer co-operatives” set up 

under pressure and directed by kulaks constitute a new method 

of exploiting the working peasantry. Membership “dues” in the 

“co-operatives” consist of land, draught animals and 

agricultural implements. The main income of members of the 

“co-operative” is rent. The kulaks who own the draught 

animals and the implements exploit the labour of poor peasants 

in these so-called “co-operatives” more brutally than they 

would on their own farms.  

The bulk of the working peasants in the Yugoslav 

countryside, in exactly the same way as the workers in the 

towns, more and more often sabotage the measures of the Tito-
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Rankovic clique. This sabotage finds expression in the peasants 

refusal to sow grain crops according to “plan” (sowing only for 

personal consumption), in non-fulfilment of grain and meat 

quotas, in refusing to pay taxes; it is expressed by refusing 

voluntarily to join “producer co-operatives”, to work in 

industry, in the mines, on construction jobs.  

 

* 

 

The Tito-Rankovic clique is subjecting the Yugoslav 

working people to brutal exploitation. The standard of living is 

steadily declining. In 1949 the standard of living of the 

working people, of industrial workers above all, dropped by 

more than 50 per cent compared with 1948.  

The difficult position of the working people in present-day 

Yugoslavia can be gathered from the statement made by the 

fascist chief Tito, who in a speech at Drvar was compelled to 

admit this and demagogically declared: “We shall not allow 

our people to starve to death.”  

The Tito-Rankovic clique employs a huge bureaucratic 

military and police apparatus to oppress and exploit the 

working people. Expenditure on the upkeep of this apparatus 

and for other special purposes grows continuously. Whereas in 

1949 this expenditure constituted more than 33 per cent of the 

budget, the “plan” for 1950 envisages a further 18 per cent 

increase bringing it to more than half the budget.  

The fascist policy of the Belgrade clique is giving rise to 

ever greater indignation among the mass of Yugoslav working 

people. Working people in town and countryside are taking an 

ever more active part in the struggle against the American 

puppets—the Tito-Rankovic clique. The ground is burning 

under the feet of the Yugoslav fascists. In one of his election 

speeches the super-bandit Tito admitted that the policy of the 

Government had “resulted in mistrust of the Government.” 
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Resistance is growing in the country. Neither American dollars 

nor the bayonets of Rankovic’s janissaries will save the Tito-

Rankovic clique from the punishment they deserve. The day is 

drawing near when the working people of Yugoslavia will 

throw off the fascist yoke, restore the independence of the 

country, and, together with the peoples of the U.S.S.R., the 

People’s Democracies and the entire democratic camp will 

wage the struggle against the instigators of war, for peace, 

democracy and Socialism.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



45 
 

WORKING CLASS OF YUGOSLAVIA IN THE 
GRIP OF CAPITALIST EXPLOITATION  

(Survey of Press of Yugoslav 
revolutionary political emigrants)  

 

The newspapers published by the Yugoslav revolutionary 

emigrants “For Socialist Yugoslavia”, “Under the Banner of 

Internationalism”, “Nova Borba”, “Napred” and “For 

Victory”, dwell in detail on the difficult conditions of the 

Yugoslav working class fighting against the Tito-Rankovic 

fascist clique. Numerous articles and letters from Yugoslavia 

published in the columns of these new papers disclose an 

appalling picture of the misfortunes suffered by the people of 

Yugoslavia. In such conditions, on March 26, the Tito clique 

will hold “elections” to the People’s Skupshtina. Bringing its 

entire police and propaganda machine into action the fascist 

Tito clique is forcing the working people of Yugoslavia to take 

part in the “election” farce.  

In an editorial headed “The National Economy of 

Yugoslavia is Completely under the Control of the 

imperialists” the journal “For Socialist Yugoslavia” in its issue 

of February 7, wrote that the Titoites no longer speak of a plan 

for the “industrialisation” oi the country. Kardelj’s statements 

show, says the article, that not a single dollar of the loans 

received will be spent on equipment for heavy industry. The 

foreign loans will be spent on intensifying the exploitation of 

the workers in the mining industry, in the non-ferrous 

metallurgical industry and in the timber industry: in other 

words, on those branches of economy producing for export.  

It is no secret that precisely these branches of economy in 

Yugoslavia are technically the most backward and neglected. 

There is not a single coal-cutting machine in the coal mines of 

Yugoslavia. Picks, tubs and blind ponies: this is the form of 
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“mechanisation” in the Yugoslav mines. Nothing is being done 

to improve working conditions.  

“In the Kreka mine”, wrote the journal “Under the Banner 

of Internationalism” on December 1, 1949, “the Titoites 

refused to instal metal ventilation tubes, and erected hastily-

made wooden ventilators. As a result, cases of poisoning by 

firedamp occur daily,” “Nova Borba has published a number of 

letters from Yugoslav miners to the effect that the mines lack 

elementary labour protection.  

“Under the Banner of Internationalism” reports that in 

1948 the number of accidents increased by 38 per cent. A 

recent explosion at the Podlabin mine (Istria) caused the death 

of 84 miners; this despite the fact that the miners had 

repeatedly warned the administration about the danger of 

explosion.  

This callous gang of violators and killers. seeking to turn 

the working class of Yugoslavia into the colonial slaves of the 

Anglo-American imperialists, do not stop at any human 

sacrifice. Numerous letters from Yugoslavia, published in the 

press of revolutionary emigrants, contain the following 

scandalous facts: within six months 423 young men and 

women met their deaths while working on the Samac-Sarajevo 

railway which is being built by unpaid “voluntary” labour of 

the Yugoslav youth; as a result of the complete absence of 

safety measures. 11 out of 170 workers were kilted in 

assembling roofing material at the Zeleznik factory alone—the 

factory which was also built by the “voluntary” labour of 

youth. Forty-five accidents occurred also at the railway 

workshops in Nis.  

“At nearly all pits and mines in Bosnia and Serbia”, reports 

“Nova Borba”, “canteens and hostels for single workers are 

hotbeds of infection. At the “Podvis” pit the hostels for single 

workers resemble stables. There are no beds for the miners and 

when they return from the pits they sleep in dirty overalls. The 
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premises are alive with vermin”.  

An article in “Under the Banner of Internationalism”, 

January 15, describes the condition of Yugoslav workers in the 

following words: “To-day there is not a single enterprise, 

factory or construction site in Yugoslavia where the working 

day is less than 10-12 and even 14 hours. The revised system 

of issuing ration books, introduced in 1949, deprived 50 per 

cent of workers’ families of their supplies. In the event of a 

worker becoming in and being off work for a few days he and 

his family have coupon taken from their ration books for the 

days he is off.  

Living conditions of Yugoslav factory and office workers 

have become catastrophic. “Despite Kidric’s boast that the 

standard of living would register a 12 per cent rise during 

1949”, says an editorial in “For Socialist Yugoslavia” on 

February 7, “the standard of living during 1949 declined by 50 

per cent compared with 1948.  

“The Tito gang has reduced wages drastically. The income 

of the working people has decreased by nine billion dinars.  

“At the same time expenditure for the upkeep of the 

military-bureaucratic machine is steadily growing. In 1949, 51 

billion dinars, or 33 per cent of the State budget of Yugoslavia, 

were spent on the Army and the administrative apparatus. 

According to 1950 ‘plan’, this sum will be increased by 

another 8,375 million dinars, or by more than 18 per cent.”   

Despite the savage terror of the fascist Tito-Rankovic 

clique aided by a huge military-police machine—of which the 

so-called Yugoslav Communist Party is a component part—the 

working people of Yugoslavia, with the working class in the 

forefront, are fighting heroically to liberate their country from 

fascism, and to return Yugoslavia to the camp of Socialism and 

democracy. One of the forms of the struggle which is 

undermining the economic basis of the Tito fascist regime is 

the wholesale flight of workers from mine, mill and factory, 
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and the resistance to compulsory labour and capitalist 

exploitation.  

“Under the Banner of Internationalism” reports that the 

Titoites themselves admit that in Belgrade factories alone, 

2,300,000 working hours were lost during four months in 1949. 

The Titoites forcibly mobilised 4,306 workers for the Bor 

mines, but by the end of the same month 5,070 workers had 

“left the mines; at the Kreka mine only 55 per cent of the target 

was reached; in the lumber industry in Croatia absenteeism 

reaches 32 per cent dally. The situation is no better for the 

Titoites in the countryside. The Tito clique exports grain and 

other products at ridiculously low prices to Britain, Austria and 

Western Germany. But the Yugoslav peasants resist Tito’s 

agricultural quota collectors. In its issue of December 1, 1949 

“Under the Banner of Internationalism” wrote that in a number 

of areas in Montenegro, for example, the Titoites could only 

gather 15 per cent of the stipulated quantity of wool; meat, 38 

per cent; cheese, 9 per cent; 42 per cent of the milk quota etc.   

“Rankovic janissaries”, says another article in the same 

issue of the journal, “are merciless towards those who refuse 

meekly to submit. At the Ivan Milutinovic Factory, (Zemun.—

Ed.) some 800 workers who did not receive ration cards struck 

work in protest. Many of the workers were arrested by the 

secret police. A strike at the “Toza Markovic” plant, 

(Kikinda.—Ed.) was suppressed by force of arms.”  

“Those Communists who remain faithful to proletarian 

Internationalism and who are fighting the Tito clique, are 

known among the people as ‘Stalinists’, writes ‘Nova Borba’. 

“Recently eight Communists succeeded In escaping from 

prison in Osijck. Despite all the efforts of the secret police and 

Tito’s agents they failed to find the escaped prisoners. The 

local people gave them, shelter and helped them to get away.”  

“My battalion will never fight for the Americans, against 

the U.S.S.R. Should armed struggle break out, my battalion 
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will turn its arms against the Titoites—the exploiters of our 

people”, a Yugoslav army Officer writes from Nis in a letter to 

the editorial board of “Under the Banner of Internationalism”. 

“As admitted by the Tito henchman, General Kreacic”, 

continues the author, “there have been 15,358 examples of 

support for the Resolution of the Information Bureau in the Nis 

military district.”  

“Despite the fascist methods used by the Titoites against 

workers and patriots in ‘B’ zone of the Free Territory of 

Trieste”, says a letter from Kopr workers published in “For 

Socialist Yugoslavia” on February 7, “they failed to prevent us 

from collecting workers’ signatures for a letter of greetings to 

Comrade Stalin. The more than 40,000 signatures collected in 

seven days are the best proof as to which side the proletariat of 

the Free Territory of Trieste is now on.” 

The onerous conditions of the working people of 

Yugoslavia and their struggle against the fascist Tito-Rankovic 

clique are also spotlighted by the radio-station of the Yugoslav 

revolutionary emigrants. Exposing the machinations of 

Yugoslav fascists on the eve of the March 26th “elections” to 

the People’s Skupshtina, the radio-station stated in one of its 

broadcasts: “The Belgrade rulers are preparing another 

deception of our peoples. But all the propaganda of Tito and 

his clique is in vain. There is neither democracy nor freedom in 

Yugoslavia! Terror and persecution, prison and concentration 

camp, torture and assassination of the best sons of the 

Yugoslav people—such is Tito democracy in practice!   

Let the elections which the Titoites are preparing, be 

the beginning of an all-out struggle against the Tito-

Rankovic clique!”.  

Addressing workers, peasants, intelligentsia, the youth, 

soldiers, officers and Yugoslav Communists, the radio of the 

Yugoslav political refugees calls upon them to intensify the 

struggle against the agents of Anglo-American imperialists—
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the Tito-Rankovic clique.  

The Titoites have thrown over 100,000 Yugoslav 

Communists and other patriots into prisons and concentration 

camps, but other fighters for the freedom and independence of 

their homeland are emerging from the ranks of the people.  

In the fire of this struggle the new Communist Party of 

Yugoslavia is growing and being tempered, a Party that is true 

to Marxism-Leninism and to the principles of proletarian 

internationalism. 
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TITOITE AGENT SALAJ, EXPELLED FROM 
W.F.T.U.  

  

The Secretariat of the World Federation of Trade Unions 

has reviewed and discussed reports received from the French 

General Confederation of Labour, the Central Council of the 

Trade Unions. of Poland, the Rumanian General Confederation 

of Labour, Trade Union Council of the Hungarian People’s 

Republic, United Trade Union Confederation of Trieste, the 

General Workers’ Trade Unions of Bulgaria, exposing the 

undermining and provocateur activities of Djuro Salaj, 

President of the Yugoslav Trade Unions, and member of the 

Executive Committee of the W.F.T.U. numerous facts 

concerning treacherous activity on the part of Salaj and his 

accomplices against the working class and the working people 

of Yugoslavia, against the W.F.T.U., and international trade 

union unity are cited in the e documents.  

All the above mentioned national trade union centres 

unanimously demanded the expulsion of Salaj and his 

accomplices from the Executive organs of the World 

Federation of Trade Unions, stressing at the same time that this 

expulsion must not in any way be directed against the working 

class of Yugoslavia.  

The Secretariat of the W.F.T.U. resolved: to sever 

immediately air relations with the provocateur Salaj and bring 

this to the knowledge of the working people in all countries; to 

publish the communique addressed to all members of the 

Executive and to all national trade union centres with the aim 

of informing them of the facts which exposed Salaj and his 

clique as obedient Tito agents, as enemies of the W.F.T.U. and 

of international working class unity and of peace; to submit to 

the Executive Bureau and to the Executive Committee a 

request to deprive Salaj of the honoured title of member of the 
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Executive Committee of the World Federation of Trade 

Unions; to request the Executive Bureau and the Executive 

Committee to review the matter of Salaj’s accomplices 

Bojicevic, Pavicevic, and Vivoda who are members and vice 

members of the General Council of the W.F.T.U.  
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NEW BUILDING IN FULL SWING IN 
WARSAW 

 

 
 

New building in full swing in Warsaw. 

Above: one of the construction sites. 
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IN THE CHINESE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC 
 

ARMY HELPS PEOPLE  
 

The largest production campaign ever undertaken by the 

People’s Liberation Army will commence shortly. In the 

North-West the army will cultivate more than 210,000 acres of 

land with cereals, cotton and vegetables. In North-East China 

the troops plan to grow three months of their own grain 

requirements this year, while in Hupeh province the army 

target is 2,100 tons of grain.  

The People’s liberation Army production plan also 

includes completion of irrigation canals, railway construction 

and wolfram mines.  

 

PRODUCTION SUCCESSES IN NORTH-EAST 
CHINA  

 

According to incomplete figures issued by the Industrial 

Administration of the North-East People’s Government 

industrial output during November and December 1949 

increased by 32.8 per cent in comparison with June. During the 

second half of 1949 output increased on an average by 12.7 per 

cent compared with June. Production costs have been reduced. 

The 14,857 new production records established in the course of 

four months by various factories and mines resulted in an 

economy of 68,550 million Chinese dollars.   

Due to a more conscious attitude on the part of the workers 

towards labour, to the signing of collective agreements and to 
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the considerable explanatory work carried out by the trade 

unions and Party organisations in the mines, coal output at nine 

pits in North-East China in Fushun, Hekang, Tsisi, Fusin. Sian, 

Pensi, Kiaoho, Peipiao and Tunghwa in February, despite 

spring holidays, reached 974,840 tons exceeding the 

production plan of 87,615 tons.  

 

PEASANT CONFERENCE IN SHANGHAI REGION  
 

The first Conference of representatives of 500,000 peasants 

in the Shanghai region was held in Shanghai. 130  visitors— 

representatives of Party and government organisations in 

Shanghai, the trade unions and 21 delegates representing 

peasants in Sungkiang, Tsientin, Tsingshan and Tsingpu, were 

present at the Conference. The delegates included 405 men, 

and 106 women.  

The Conference discussed measures for increasing 

agricultural production, the question of lowering land rent, of 

setting up co-operatives and formed a Peasant Union.  

In the course of the six months work of the Preparatory 

Committee for creating the Peasant Union, the political level of 

the peasants in the Shanghai region has risen considerably and 

delivery of State grain quotas has been successfully fulfilled. 

100,000 peasants have joined the peasant unions established in 

the countryside.  

  

GEOLOGICAL PROSPECTING  
 

Some 80 geologists, split up into a number of groups, left 

Nanking on March 7 for the North-East, North, East, Central 

and South China to prospect for coal, iron-ore and non-ferrous 
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metals. Plans are also in hand for geological research in 

connection with the projected installations to prevent the river 

Yungtingho, in Chahar Province, from overflowing its banks, 

and for a hydroelectric station on the Tsüma river in Hopei 

Province. The Government has allocated the necessary means 

to cover prospecting expenditure.  
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GROWING STRIKE MOVEMENT IN JAPAN  
 

The strike movement in Japan which began early in March 

is growing in scale.  

The big strikes began with the miners who were followed 

by railway workers. After March 14, when 350,000 workers in 

the chemical and metallurgical industries struck work, the total 

number of strikers resisting wage cuts and the American 

programme of remilitarisation of Japan, reached 1,500,000. 

Railway workers, electricians and shipbuilding workers in the 

big industrial centres downed tools. In Tokyo and in other 

cities municipal employees and a considerable number of 

school-teachers are on strike.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HEROIC STRUGGLE OF THE PEOPLE OF 
SOUTH KOREA FOR UNITY AND 

INDEPENDENCE OF THE COUNTRY. Pak 
Hen En, Deputy Chairman, Central 

Committee, Workers’ Party of South 
Korea  

 

The Korean people were liberated from the yoke of 

Japanese imperialism by the forces of the glorious Soviet Army 

which played the decisive role in smashing the fascist 

aggressors both in the West and in the East.  

Thanks to the Soviet Union, which consistently fights for 

genuine democracy and upholds the independence, freedom 

and sovereignty of large and small nations, the way to a free 

and happy life, to rehabilitation and development of their 

national state opened before the 27 million people of Korea.  

This great change in the life of Korea awakened the 

creative forces of the Korean people, forces which had been 

crushed under the heel of Japanese militarism, and the people 

resolutely embarked upon the realisation of their old-age 

aspiration: the creation of an independent democratic Korea. 

Barely, a month after their liberation the Koreans established 

people’s committees—genuine democratic organs of power— 

in every corner of the country, and proclaimed the formation of 

their sovereign state, the Korean People’s Republic. The 

people’s committees which took power into their hands utterly 

destroyed the colonial apparatus of government set up by the 

Japanese invaders, and, without delay, introduced a new, 

democratic order.  

In the vanguard of the patriotic struggle of the Korean 
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people marched the Communist Party*—the consistent 

champion of the national interests of the Korean people and 

organiser of their struggle for the complete independence and 

democratic development of the country. Led by the Communist 

Party, the Korean people rallied around the people’s 

committees while the enemies of the people—pro-Japanese 

elements, traitors to the country—trembled for their fate before 

this formidable people’s power.  

With the formation of the Korean People’s Republic 

decisive democratic transformations were placed on the order 

of the day: land reform; nationalisation of basic industries; 

progressive labour legislation; freedom of speech, press, 

assembly and organisation; equal rights for women; the 

spreading of popular education and regeneration of the national 

culture.  

Entering North Korea in August 1945 for the purpose of 

crushing the Japanese invaders, the great Soviet Army not only 

supported the patriotic aspirations and democratic demands of 

the Korean people, it also rendered them all-round disinterested 

assistance to help them achieve these demands. During its stay 

on Korean territory the Soviet Army revealed itself to the 

Korean people as the true standard bearer of the great 

principles of the Lenin-Stalin foreign policy—the policy of 

respect for the sovereignty of large and small nations. The 

Korean people saw for themselves that the Soviet Army 

pursued no other aim than that of restoring their independence 

and their democratic development. They welcomed the Soviet 

Army as their liberator and best friend, and, on its departure, 

bade farewell to it in the same spirit.  

Due to this friendly assistance of the Soviet Union, the 

                                                           
* In 1947, the Communist Party, having united with other democratic 

parties, took the name, Workers’ Party.  
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aspirations of the Korean people were, after the liberation, fully 

realised in North Korea. As a result, it is precisely in North 

Korea that the firm foundation of unity, freedom and 

independence of the Korean people has now been laid.  

There is no doubt whatever that if the American 

imperialists had not interfered in the internal affairs of Korea 

and trampled under foot the will of its people, the Korean 

people would long ago have realised on a national scale the 

democratic transformations which, so far, have been effected 

only in North Korea; people’s power would also have been 

established in South Korea, and all Korea would have become 

a united and independent, democratic state.   

 

I. 

 

Unfortunately for the Korean people, American 

imperialism appeared on the scene with the same colonising 

appetite that our people had bitterly experienced under 

Japanese domination. The Americans, from the first day of the 

occupation of South Korea, displayed their real aims and 

designs. The American military authorities in Korea began 

with repressions against the people and by dispersing the 

people’s committees.  

Above all, the Americans attempted to kill the hope of the 

Koreans for the restoration of their national sovereignty. 

General Arnold, Chief of the American Military 

Administration, cynically declared on October 10, 1945 that 

sovereignty in South Korea belonged not to the Korean people 

but to the American Military Administration. This statement 

was immediately confirmed by military measures aimed at 

suppressing the will of the Korean people. The Americans 

declared the Korean People’s Republic illegal and began to 

persecute its leaders. This, in effect, was a declaration of war 

against the Korean people, a forcible abrogation of the 
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sovereignty which was rightfully theirs after the expulsion of 

the Japanese invaders. The Americans mobilised all their 

forces to suppress the people’s committees.  

In place of the people’s committees, the administrative 

apparatus which functioned under the Japanese, an apparatus 

detested by the people, was restored. Pro-Japanese elements 

who had waxed rich on the exploitation and oppression of the 

people in collaboration with the Japanese invaders, once again 

appeared on the scene, having recovered from their premature 

fright and having now seen for themselves that a change in 

masters did not in the least threaten their well-being. Having 

won the protection of the American colonisers, these traitors 

gained heart and began to foster and rally the reactionary 

forces. In collaboration with reactionaries the Americans 

introduced in South Korea a terrorist, police regime, aimed at 

suppressing the activities of the democratic parties and public 

organisations. and at depriving the people of political liberties.  

The American aim was to prevent the unification of the 

democratic forces under the leadership of the Communist Party 

and to divide the nation. With this in view the American 

mercenary, Synghman Rhee, nurtured by the Americans, was 

brought forward and placed at the head of a clique of pro-

Japanese elements.  

As for American measures in the economic sphere, no 

Japanese property was handed over to the Korean people; 

everything was grabbed by the Americans. The carrying 

through of land reform on the principle of confiscating the land 

of landlords and traitors and of distributing this land free 

among the peasants was categorically rejected. The peasant in 

South Korea remained in the grip of exploitation and 

oppression as before. The law concerning the eight-hour day 

remained a dead letter.  

Anger and indignation among the Korean people mounted 

when the Americans deliberately frustrated the carrying out of 
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the decision of the Moscow Conference of Foreign Ministers 

which provided, for the formation of a democratic, united 

government in Korea. The abandonment by the U.S. 

Government of the decisions of the Moscow Conference and 

its blocking of the work of the joint Soviet-American 

Commission—appointed to carry out this decision—deepened 

the division in Korea and resulted in new sufferings for the 

Korean people.  

Despite undertakings given concerning freedom of 

democratic activities, the American Military Administration 

issued an order for the arrest of the leaders of the Korean 

Communist Party and arrested and threw into prison, without 

having grounds for this action, many patriotic leaders who for 

years had fought selflessly against the Japanese invaders.  

The colonisation policy of the Americans in Korea was 

then openly revealed. To secure a sale for their so-called army 

surpluses, the Americans imposed a 26 million dollar “credit” 

on the Koreans. They forcibly requisitioned and exported to 

Japan rice and other crops, thereby reducing the population of 

South Korea to a starvation level.  

This violence of the Americans, and their colonisation 

measures evoked throughout South Korea an angry outburst on 

the part of the mass, people’s resistance movement.  

The first expression of this large-scale movement was the 

strike of 40,000 workers in South Korea in October 1946, 

which in some places developed into an armed uprising.  

During this struggle the Americans and their hirelings 

killed more than 300 patriotic figures; over 2,600 people were 

wounded, more than 3,600 people were listed as missing 

(actually most of them were killed) and more than 25,000 were 

arrested. But despite the killings and bloodshed over two 

million workers, peasants, student youth and even urban petty-

bourgeoisie took part in this people’s action.  

This heroic October action of the people of South Korea, 
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under the leadership of the working class, initiated the 

organised mass struggle of Korean patriots against the 

American policy of enslaving our country. Since then this 

struggle has extended and continues to develop, revealing the 

boundless courage, unity and selflessness of Korean patriots. 

Today the heroic struggle of the people of South Korea to save 

their country has developed into a formidable, irresistible force 

which, in the words of Synghman Rhee himself, is like a forest 

“fire”. This fire will consume all reactionary forces striving to 

prevent the unification and freedom of Korea.  

 

II. 

 

The October 1946 movement, the general strike of March 

22, 1947, the mass struggle of the people of South Korea for a 

successful outcome of the work of the joint Soviet-American 

commission in 1947, the nationwide struggle to secure the 

realisation of the Soviet proposal for simultaneous withdrawal 

of American and Soviet troops from Korea and to confer on the 

Korean people the right to form a united government—all this 

convinced the Americans that their direct domination in South 

Korea was impossible.  

The Americans then began to look for methods of 

deceiving the Korean people in a way that would enable them, 

while remaining behind the scenes, not only to interfere 

without hindrance in the domestic affairs of Korea but also 

completely to dismember the country land turn it into their 

colony. To this end they forced a discussion of the Korean 

question in the Uno General Assembly, and the adoption of an 

unlawful decision concerning separate elections in South Korea 

under the supervision of a so-called Uno Commission. By 

means of these elections the Americans sought to impose their 

mercenary Synghman Rhee clique on the people of Korea. This 

foul scheme was designed to conceal the American policy of 
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enslaving Korea behind the screen of Uno.   

But the American imperialists failed to deceive the Korean 

people, they failed, as the Korean fable has it, “to steal the bells 

by turning a deaf ear”. The Korean people realised full well 

that the formation of a separate government of American 

puppets in South Korea would further deepen the division in 

Korea, make life even worse for the people in the South of the 

country, intensify the terror and police despotism, and that it 

would strengthen American domination in the South.  

The moment the so-called Uno Commission arrived in 

South Korea, workers in Seoul began a protest movement 

against its arrival. A general strike of workers in South Korea 

began on February 7, 1948. This was followed by a mass 

heroic struggle to save the country, a struggle waged under the 

slogans: “Down with the Uno Commission!”, “Give the 

Korean people the right to form their own united government”. 

At that time 1,300,000 people took part in strikes and 

demonstrations against the Uno Commission.  

The movement against this Commission developed under 

conditions of sanguinary terror, when patriots participating in 

demonstrations risked their lives. Many heroes of the people 

fell at the hand of the American Army and the venal clique of 

Synghman Rhee. Nevertheless, the movement acquired a very 

large scale which testified to the resolute will of the Korean 

people to resist the new attempts to enslave their country. Not 

infrequently this struggle look the form of armed resistance by 

the people.  

On April 3, 1948. the flames of the people’s partisan 

struggle flared up on Chyei-jyu island, off the South Coast of 

the country. Even the Uno Commission could not cover up the 

conditions which forced the people of the island to rise against 

the imposition of this new colonial yoke. Reporting to the 

Fourth Session of the General Assembly the Commission 

pointed out that the affair began with attacks and beatings by 
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police and members. of the North-West Youth Union (a 

reactionary terrorist organisation—Author) against persons 

suspected of Communist Party membership. Raging against the 

inhabitants of Chyei-jyu—who wanted unity and freedom—the 

reactionary police force, formed by the Americans, arrested 

more than 10,000 people and tortured to death several hundred 

others. Unable to stand the despotism of the police, the people 

took to arms and rose against their new enemies.  

Despite the unfavourable geographic situation of an 

isolated island, and despite insufficient arms and the cruel 

scorched earth policy of the enemy who was well armed and 

supplied with everything necessary, the heroic islanders were 

able to prevent the separate elections scheduled for their 

territory on May 10, 1948. No elections were held on the 

island.  

The Synghman Rhee authorities threw against the islanders 

strong military forces which attacked the patriots with savage 

brutality. Even the Uno Commission could not conceal the 

atrocities of the Synghman Rhee’s bandits against the people of 

Chyei-jyu. The report to the Fourth Session of the General 

Assembly pointed out: “With the aim of suppression, the 

government sent large forces of troops to this island, but the 

disorders did not die down until the beginning of 1949. 

Military operations had not ended even in May 1949. Villages 

were reduced to ashes, and the damage to buildings, cattle and 

crops amount to billions of vons”.  

The armed struggle of the people on Chyei-jyu island led 

to an intensification in the struggle of all the people in South 

Korea, a struggle which bad begun with the October 1946 

action.  

The ever growing struggle of all the Korean people against 

the U.S. colonisation policy prompted leaders of Korean 

political parties and public organisations of various trends to 

unite their efforts against attempts to make permanent the 
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temporary dismemberment of Korea. A Congress of 

representatives of· political parties and public organisations 

from the South and the North, which opened in Phyong-yang 

on April 29, 1948, called upon all Korean people, in the name 

of freedom and unification of the country to boycott, the 

separate elections scheduled by the Synghman Rhee clique for 

May 10.  

Rallying to the call of the Congress, the people in South 

Korea, despite deception, threats and terror, rose in struggle 

against the separate elections. In many towns and villages in 

South Korea the “ballot boxes” and “polling booths” were 

wrecked by the people. On the eve of the elections, hundreds of 

thousands of people took to the woods and hills, to avoid 

voting. The notorious “elections” were an ignominious failure. 

Less than 30 per cent of the total electorate voted. As for those 

who did vote it is common knowledge that most of them voted 

under pressure, by means of compulsion and deception.  

The Americans and their agents in the Uno Commission 

had to resort to forgery to declare the elections successful and 

to instal the Synghman Rhee clique in the puppet government 

of South Korea.  

The establishment of the anti-popular puppet regime of 

Synghman Rhee in the South; confronted the Korean patriots 

fighting for the unity and the democratisation of their country 

with the task of creating a real central people’s Government of 

Korea. The Conference of Political Parties and Public 

Organisations of the North and South, held in June 1948, 

decided to hold general democratic elections throughout the 

country in August of that year. The Synghman Rhee clique 

spared no effort to prevent the elections from being held in the 

South. Two hundred and ninety one people fell victims of 

Synghman Rhee’s terror and 9,081 were arrested. Despite this, 

6,712,407 out of a total electorate of 8,601,746, i.e. 77.52 per 

cent, took part in the secret elections in the South. In North 



67 
 

Korea, where all  

 “democratic rights are guaranteed, 99.98 per cent of the 

electorate voted. The election results showed the unparalleled 

political activity of the masses and the remarkable unanimity of 

the Korean people. As a result of these elections the Korean 

People’s Democratic Republic was proclaimed and the Central 

Government of Korea established, headed by Kim Ir Sen, the 

national hero of the Korean people.  

The Government of the Korean People’s Democratic 

Republic was formed from an equal number of representatives 

from both South and North including representatives of various 

political trends and social strata of Korea. The formation of the 

Central Government is one of the greatest victories of the 

Korean people in the struggle for unity and freedom.  

 

III. 

 

The treacherous Synghman Rhee clique was placed in 

power with the aid of American arms. Without American 

interference its very existence would have been unthinkable. 

The Synghman Rhee clique is isolated from the people who 

detest it. Perfectly aware of this universal hatred on the part of 

the people. Synghman Rhee and his henchmen see their 

salvation in perpetual violence and brutal terror against the 

patriots. But these anti-popular means which enable the 

Synghman Rhee clique temporarily to maintain its rotten 

regime actually accelerate its doom. The fate of the Synghman 

Rhee regime is already sealed.  

The constant ministerial chaos, the contradictions in the 

“National Assembly” and, the entire policy of the Synghman 

Rhee Government all testify to the instability and rottenness of 

the anti-popular puppet regime in South Korea.  

Conscious of its precarious position, the Synghman Rhee 

clique has, above all, devoted its efforts to keeping the 
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American occupation army in our country. It was prepared to 

yield to the Americans all the wealth of the country and its 

freedom if only the clique could receive armed protection 

against the people roused to indignation by its policy.  

At its first session, the Supreme People’s Assembly of the 

Korean People’s Democratic Republic, expressing the will of 

the Korean people addressed itself to the Governments of the 

U.S.S.R. and the U.S.A. with a request that the Soviet proposal 

be carried out and that the troops be withdrawn from Korean 

territory. The Soviet Government immediately responded to 

this request of the Supreme People’s Assembly of Korea, and, 

in accord with the national interests of the Korean people 

withdrew its troops from North Korea in December 1948. This 

act of the Soviet Government was an event of historic 

significance for Korea.  

On the occasion of the withdrawal of the units of the great 

Soviet Army, the Korean people addressed a letter of gratitude 

to the leader of the peoples, to the saviour of Korea—

Generalissimo Stalin, which letter was signed by 9,900,000 

people in South Korea alone.  

The rejection of the Soviet proposal by the U.S. 

Government completely exposed the aggressive designs of the 

American imperialists who wish to continue the occupation of 

South Korea with a view to converting it into a U.S. colony and 

military base. The decision of the Soviet Government to 

withdraw its troops from Korea and the intensified struggle of 

the Korean people for the removal of the American occupation 

forces from Korea, struck fear in the Synghman Rhee clique 

and made the situation very difficult both for it and for its 

American masters. In this connection there followed a number 

of military agreements between the U.S. and the Synghman 

Rhee clique, while in the “National Assembly” of South Korea 

threats and provocations were used in order hastily to stage the 

American-inspired comedy of imploring the U.S. to prolong 
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the stay of American troops in South Korea. The Synghman 

Rhee clique tries to break the will of the people by a reign of 

terror unparalleled in scale and brutality.  

Beginning with Seoul, Synghman Rhee introduced 

throughout Southern Korea the so-called mutual responsibility 

system. This is an unprecedented system of persecution. Every 

three or five neighbouring houses form a link in this mutual 

responsibility system. All the occupants of given groups of 

houses are forced to shadow each other’s movements and 

report immediately to the police or to the “security 

detachments” any suspicious action or the visit of any strangers 

to their homes. Should the occupants of these houses fail to 

comply with these regulations they are subject to arrest, torture, 

confiscation of their property and exile. And in the event of it 

becoming known that a suspect had visited one of the houses, 

the family which received him is physically destroyed.  

In districts where partisans are active, the local inhabitants 

are driven from the area. This is done with such brute force that 

even the reactionary members of the South Korean “National 

Assembly” have expressed their concern. Thus Chou Khan En 

of the “Khang People’s Party” (.the Korean Kuomintang) 

stated on October 8, 1949: “There are altogether eight districts 

in the Bonghva region, North Kengsang province. With the 

exception of 36 villages (a quarter of the entire district) all the 

inhabitants were ordered by the military authorities to clear out 

between October 3 and October 8. The inhabitants do not know 

where to go.”  

Compulsory evacuation is being carried out in the districts 

of Tabyaksan and Chirisang, southern sector of the province of 

South Chyol-la; in the districts of Odesang and Unmusang, in 

the central mountain districts of the province of North 

Kengsang, in the districts of Sobiaksang and in other places. 

The total number of people in South Korea affected by this 

brutal order is now at least four million. These lour mill ion 
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peaceful inhabitants, deprived of their homes, their property, 

livestock and crops were given five days in which to clear out 

and live the life of homeless beggars. Such are the monstrous 

measures adopted by the Synghman Rhee “Government”.  

When the people resist eviction, the Synghman Rhee forces 

resort to arms. Kim Kwan Djun, member of the “National 

Assembly” told the Assembly on October 8, 1949: “If the 

inhabitants defy eviction now enforced by the military 

authorities in various districts, they render themselves liable to 

severe punishment including shooting, as reactionary 

elements.” (“Seoul Sinmun”, October 9, 1949).  

Not a trace remains of the promised democratic liberties. 

Terror and despotic police rule prevail in South Korea. Here is 

a summary of the activities of the bearers of American 

“democracy” and their henchmen in South Korea. In 1945, 15 

Koreans were killed; in 1946, more than 4,200; in 1947, 3,800; 

in 1948, over 32,000 and by the end of July 1949, 53,000. 

Altogether more than 93,000 Korean patriots have been killed. 

At the same time, over 478,000 people had been arrested by the 

end of July, 1949. At present the prisons hold 154,000 people. 

Even the notorious “Uno Commission” could not close its eyes 

to the arbitrary rule of the bloodthirsty Synghman Rhee. In its 

report it points out that under the “State Security Law” which 

provides for long-term imprisonment and the death penalty for 

democratic activities “89,710 people had been arrested between 

September 4th, 1948 and April 30, 1949.” It is not surprising, 

therefore, that in these circumstances there is a shortage of 

prisons in South Korea. The “Government” of Synghman Rhee 

is hastily building new prisons and extending the old ones. 

Despite the fact that all likely premises, including factory 

warehouses in South Korea are used as prisons, they contain 6-

8 prisoners to every 3.3 square metres in the prisons of South 

Korea, reported the legal Commission.  
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IV. 

 

In addition to rampant police terror, the people of South 

Korea have also to bear the heavy burden of economic ruin. 

The loudly boosted American “aid” has not improved the 

economic position of South Korea. On the contrary, deliberate 

economic disruption continues, and South Korea is becoming 

more and more dependent on the U.S. Describing the situation 

in industry in South Korea, the Synghman Rhee paper “Enhab 

Sinmun” wrote on June 1, 1949:  

“If we are to describe how the vital artery of our industry 

functions we shall have to admit that the situation is indeed 

very grave. In the industrial centre of Endopo, which can be 

regarded as the heart of the Khang state (The ancient name of 

Korea, used by reactionaries), which has a dense network of 

more than 200 mills and factories, large and small, not more 

than 55 are in operation, and of these only ten provide a fixed 

wage, regular hours and pay their employees in cash.” 

Consequently, not more than five per cent of the industrial 

enterprises in Endopo are functioning normally.  

Such are the benefits accruing to South Korea from the 

economic “aid” rendered by its American “benefactors.”  

Hundreds of thousands of people have been thrown out of 

work and condemned to unemployment as a result of industrial 

collapse.  

The conditions of the unemployed are unbearable. Casual 

workers live in appalling conditions, This same paper “Enhab 

Sinmun” writes: “The living conditions of the workers in the 

major branches of industry are indescribable... Workers are in a 

terrible state and it is hard to see how they can survive.”  

The life of the peasants who, denied agrarian reform and 

who are still groaning under the yoke of the landowners, is 

equally bad. On June 16th “Enhab Sinmun” wrote:  

“Increased agricultural production is out of the question. 
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The peasants continue to till their tiny plots only to prolong life 

a little more, prolong it simply because it is difficult to die, 

they pawn everything that it is possible to pawn, borrow money 

on which they are charged interest as high as 10 to 20 per 

cent”. Such is the life of the peasantry; such is the state of 

agriculture in South Korea. Even, the Synghman Rhee organ 

cannot conceal the horrible conditions of the mass of the 

people in South Korea groaning under the yoke of American 

imperialism and domestic reaction.  

The people of South Korea are faced with the historic task 

of ridding themselves of the Synghman Rhee gang, of 

expelling the American imperialists, and in this way, achieving 

the speedy unification of the country and the creation of an 

independent Korean democratic State.  

The programme of peaceful unification of the country, 

advanced by the United Democratic Fatherland Front which 

unites the best patriotic forces in Korea, expressed the lawful 

strivings of all our people for unity and independence. This 

programme was welcomed by all Korean people both in the 

North and South. On July 20, 1949 the workers in South Korea 

organised a general two hour strike in support of the United 

Democratic Fatherland Front programme for peaceful 

unification. Workers in all branches of industry in South Korea 

participated while peasants, students and petty bourgeoisie in 

the towns responded with a mighty movement which rallied 

several million people.  

Afraid of losing its power, the Synghman Rhee clique 

rejected the proposal for the peaceful unification of the 

country, and, having intensified the terror against the patriots, 

is openly preparing a numerically strong army equipped and 

trained by Americans for a campaign against the North. The 

Synghman Rhee clique wants to embroil Korea in civil war. 

Pursuing this aim it is constantly provoking incidents in the 

region of the 38th parallel, the dividing line between North and 
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South Korea, and is sending gangs of spies and saboteurs to the 

North.  

  

V. 

 

Against this Synghman Rhee policy of treachery and 

bloodshed, the Korean people are consolidating and activising 

their ranks, waging all ever more relentless and determined 

struggle for freedom and independence.  

A vivid expression of their selfless patriotism is the armed 

partisan struggle in South Korea, which, merging with the mass 

movement of the workers, peasants and petty bourgeoisie, is 

developing on an ever increasing scale.  

On October 20, 1948 the 14th regiment of Synghman 

Rhee’s army mutinied. It was billeted at port Iosy, through 

which army units were transported to Chyei-jyu island. When 

this regiment joined forces with the partisans, the partisan 

struggle in the South developed on a still wider scale. The 

regions in which the partisans were most active at that time 

were the Chirisang mountains in the province of South Choyl-

la, the southern maritime district and on Chyei-jyu island. The 

Synghman Rhee “Government” employed strong army units 

and invited American officers to act as advisers to suppress the 

partisans.  

Early in 1949, the Synghman Rhee “Government”, on the 

instruction of the U.S. Ambassador Muccio, launched the so-

called March and April military campaigns in an attempt to 

suppress completely the partisans by the spring. As pointed out 

in the Uno Commission’s report these army campaigns of 

Synghman Rhee in the province of South Choyl-la “affected” 

over 23,000 people. Moreover, “all the villages on Chyei-Jyu 

island were reduced to ashes.” But this savagery did not deter 

the patriots. Synghman Rhee failed to extinguish the flames of 

the people’s struggle.  
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Prior to the summer of 1949 partisan activities were 

directed mainly to attacks on police posts and on Synghman 

Rhee officials in populated areas. The partisans operated in 

small detachments of 50-100 men. They were poorly armed: a 

light machine-gun was a rare weapon.  

The mass people’s movement, which developed as a result 

of the general two-hour strike of South Korean workers on July 

20th 1949 in support of the United Democratic Fatherland 

Front for the peaceful unification of the country, gave the 

partisan struggle a fresh impetus. From then on it became 

better organised and more powerful. The partisan detachments 

are gaining in strength from day to day.  

Partisan units, each 400-500 strong, are already operating 

in the hills of Chirisang, in the southern sector of South Choyl-

la province, in the Tebyaksang mountains, in the southern 

sector of North Kengsang province and in the Odesang 

mountains which are the central regions of partisan activities. 

They have already attacked district administrative centres, 

police departments and the central depots of Synghman Rhee’s 

army. Successfully engaging the enemy, partisans seize 

considerable quantities of equipment including mortars, heavy 

machine-guns and artillery and thus arm themselves at the 

expense of the Synghman Rhee’s army.  

In August 1949, more than 44,000 partisans fought 759 

actions. They attacked nine district centre and six police depots 

capturing 523 heavy and light machineguns and 17,000 rounds 

of ammunition.  

In September, the number of partisans engaging the enemy 

increased to 77,000 and they fought 1,184 actions.  

In partisan areas, the peasants are themselves carrying out 

agrarian reform. They divide the land confiscated from the 

landlords. The movement for the revival of the people’s 

committees, which the American military administration 

dissolved, is spreading.  
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The partisan movement, the powerful armed force of the 

people in South Korea, is delivering ever more telling blow 

against the Synghman Rhee puppet regime.  

Suffering from megalomania, Synghman Rhee cannot 

conceal his great fear of the partisans. In a recent interview 

with the vice-president of “United Press” he complained that 

the partisans are a headache and that in view of this he needs 

arms. (“Seoul Sinmung”, October 8, 1949).  

At a press conference on October 21, Synghman Rhee 

actually admitted the failure of his punitive expeditions against 

the partisans, declaring that it is “difficult to clear the country 

of partisans with only the army and the police” (Seoul Agency 

“Hanguk”, October 22, 1949). This admission is by no means 

fortuitous.  

  

* 

 

The struggle of the heroic partisans in South Korea for the 

freedom and unity of the country is gaining strength, and 

reaction can do nothing to suppress it for the Korean partisans 

are imbued with a sense of lofty patriotism; coming from the 

ranks of the people the partisans defend the interests of the 

people and enjoy their support and boundless love. These 

selfless fighters in South Korea are also inspired by the 

successes of democratic construction in North Korea where a 

sound political and economic base is laid for the independence 

of democratic Korea.  

Peaceful, democratic construction in the North, political 

work among the masses and armed struggle against the 

colonisers in the South: these are phases in the struggle of the 

people for achieving the one aim of creating a united 

independent democratic Korea. Rallied round the Government 

of the People’s Democratic Republic, the Korean people will, 

at all cost, achieve their cherished aim—and that will be their 
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best contribution to the cause universal pence and democracy.  
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CONGRESSES IN DEFENCE OF PEACE  
 

ALBANIA  
 

A national Peace Congress was held in Tirana, Albania, 

March 5-9. At meetings held in all towns throughout the 

country in connection with the Congress, the people expressed 

their determination to fight for peace. The Congress was 

attended by 350 delegates from all parts of Albania. by 

delegations from the U.S.S.R., Poland, Czechoslovakia, 

Hungary, Bulgaria, the German Democratic Republic and 

France—Jorge Amado, representative of the Permanent 

Committee of the World Peace Congress was also present.  

The Congress unanimously adopted a resolution and an 

address to the people of Albania calling on them to extend the 

struggle for peace.  

 

ISRAEL 
 

The first All-Israel Peace Congress, which held its final 

session on March 11, was attended by over 4,000 

representatives of the Jewish and Arab population. The 

Congress was held under the slogan “For peace, friendship 

between the peoples, and against warmongers.”  

Addressing the Congress, Tevfic Tubi, Secretary of the 

Communist Party of Israel said: “The peoples of Israel will 

never allow their country to be turned into an imperialist war 

base. The peoples of Israel will never join hands with the 

warmongers, will never take part in war against the Soviet 
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Union, and will never let Israel be linked with aggressive 

blocs”.  

Numerous letters and telegrams from peasants, soldiers, 

students, and clergy, from trade unions, public bodies and 

women’s organisations, calling for greater efforts in the 

struggle for peace and consolidation of the ranks of the 

partisans of peace, were received by the Congress.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



79 
 

POLISH WORKING PEOPLE 
COMMEMORATE THE 25th ANNIVERSARY 

OF THE DEATH OF J. MARCHLEWSKI  
 

On March 22, the Polish United Workers’ Party and the 

working people of Poland widely commemorated the 25th 

anniversary of the death of Julian Marchlewski (Karski) all 

outstanding leader of the Polish and international working class 

movement; one of the founders and leaders of Social 

Democracy in Poland and Lithuania and of the Communist 

Party of Poland; an outstanding leader of the Left-Wing of 

German Social Democracy and a leader of the Communist 

International.  

Organised on the initiative of the Central Committee of the 

United Workers’ Party of Poland, the Committee Responsible 

for the J. Marchlewski commemoration has decided to take the 

urn containing his ashes from Berlin to Warsaw. A delegation, 

headed by Comrade Ochab, will leave for Berlin for this 

purpose. On March 24 a special meeting dedicated to the 

memory of J. Marchlewski will be held in Warsaw and a mass 

rally will take place in Victory Square on March 25.  

In accordance with a Government decision the cellulose 

factory in the town or Wloclawek, (where Marchlewski was 

born in 1866) and Textile Mill 2 at Lodz, (where he worked as 

a dyer) will be named after him. A number of streets in various 

towns will also bear his name.  

The Central Committee of the Communist Party of the 

Soviet Union (B) has decided to give the records and 

documents dealing with Marchlewski’s life and work to the 

Polish people. An exhibition dedicated to his memory has been 

opened at the Central House for Party Education. The Party 

Publishing House “Ksiazka i Wiedza” has issued a biography 

of J. Marchlewski in an edition or 100,000 copies sand is 
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preparing Marchlewski’s Selected Works for publication.  
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NATIONAL ECONOMIC PLAN OF 
BULGARIA FOR 1950  

 

1950 is the second year of the Five-Year Plan for the 

development of the national economy of Bulgaria towards 

Socialism. The Council of Ministers has established the 

following major tasks for the 1950 plan in percentages 

compared with 1949: to secure an increase in the national 

income by 29.8 per cent; in gross industrial output by 16.3 per 

cent; in agriculture; 40.5 per cent; to increase the number of 

seats in theatres, 9.3 per cent; hospital, beds, 15 per cent; beds 

in tuberculosis sanatoria, 17.2 per cent; accommodation in 

creches, 41.5 per cent; number of children in kindergartens, 5.1 

per cent; to raise State and co-operative trade by 23.3 per cent; 

increase the sale of meat by 17.5 per cent; vegetable oil by 28.9 

per cent; lard, 260 per cent; cotton fabrics, 30 per cent; woollen 

stuffs, 48.2 per cent; footwear, 66.2 per cent and soap, 13.2 per 

cent.  
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CONGRESS OF CONSUMER CO-
OPERATIVES RUMANIA  

 

The first Congress of Consumer Co-operatives in the 

Rumanian People’s Republic was held in Bucharest, March 19-

21. The Congress reviewed the work carried out in developing 

consumer co-operatives.  

In the course of preparations for the Congress when special 

meetings of the cooperative societies were held, the work of 

the societies was reviewed and officials elected, many kulaks 

were exposed and expelled from the co-operatives. The most 

active and trustworthy members, among them many factory 

workers, were elected to the leading bodies of the co-

operatives.  

The co-operatives were able to record big successes. 

Twenty-five per cent more consumer goods was sold through 

the cooperatives from May 1949 to March 1950 than in 1948. 

Purchase of agricultural produce by co-operatives increased 

700 per cent compared with 1948.  

The co-operatives have thousands of branches for 

processing agricultural products, and own bakeries, restaurants 

and hairdressing saloons etc. Co-operative membership has 

grown considerably and now totals 4,800,000.  

The Congress elected a central leadership and formed the 

Central Union of Consumer Co-operatives.  
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ON THE EVE OF ELECTIONS IN 
YUGOSLAVIA. Drawing by Novak  

 

 
 

TITO: With such convincing propaganda we will get the required 

majority! 

                                                                        Drawing by Novak 



POLITICAL NOTES  
  

1. Working People of France Will Frustrate the 
Gaullist-Bidault Fascist Plot  

 

The Bidault Government is doing everything to hasten the 

fascisation of the political system in France. This policy, 

dictated to the French rulers by their Washington masters, is 

receiving the full support of all the Marshallised parties—the 

foul parties of national treachery—from the Gaullists to the 

Right Socialists.  

Now that the French rulers are busily preparing to receive 

the first arms shipments arising from the “bilateral 

agreements”, their American masters are insisting that the 

lackeys “subdue” the masses who are opposing the 

transportation of war materials.  

On the order of the American imperialists a “super-foul” 

law has been passed in Parliament, a law which envisages 

intensified repressions against the working people and peace 

supporters in France. This law is directed towards an 

aggressive war against the Soviet Union and the continuation 

of the war in Viet Nam.  

In their efforts to realise their anti-popular plans the Wall 

street henchmen resorted, during the discussion of the “super-

foul’’ Bill in Parliament, to brutal, despotic methods  including 

the suspension of the Communist deputies J. Duprat and A. 

Musmeaux and the bringing in of 200 gendarmes into the 

Bourbon Palace.  

Simultaneously, de Gaullist thugs, with the acquiescence of 

the police, are whipping up terror, resorting to provocative 

incidents in working class areas, blowing up the print shops 
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and Communist Party premises, and arming—with the tacit 

agreement of the Government.  

The Bidault Government, supported by the Americanised 

parties is preparing yet another electoral law designed to oust 

the Communist Party—the biggest Party in France—from 

parliament.   

All the facts show that a fascist plot exists in the country, 

envisaging, besides other “measures”, (this is clearly evident 

from documents published in, “Humanite”) a large-scale police 

operation with a view to beheading the workers’ and 

democratic organisations. All the facts testify to a striving on 

the part of the traitors of the national interests of France to 

silence the working class, to destroy Republican institutions 

and, as was done in September 1939, to outlaw the Communist 

Party, But times have changed. Reaction has short arms 

nowadays.  

The Communist deputies have displayed exemplary 

courage in combating the fascist plot. “You want the 200 

gendarmes to remove me”, exclaimed Arthur Musmeaux 

before he was forcibly removed from the Chamber. “That will 

not help… I shall return to the workers in the Northern district. 

place myself at their disposal and lead them in their struggle. I 

do not doubt that I shall return and report about the victories of 

the working class.”  

The mass of the working people throughout France are 

resisting ever more strongly the policy of reaction, poverty and 

war. Working class unity is being consolidated in the course of 

the powerful strike movement. The General Confederation of 

Labour is gaining strength. The ranks of the fighters for peace 

and freedom are growing. All democrats and patriots striving to 

secure peace and restore the independence of the country are 

uniting. The venturesome plans of the French lackeys of 

American imperialism are doomed to inevitable failure. The 

working people of France will foil the Gaullist-Bidault fascist 
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conspiracy.  

2. The Vatican and the “Miracle” at Cihost 
  

It is known that in the People’s Democratic 

Czechoslovakia there exists freedom of worship. This freedom 

never has been and never will be violated. Vatican appeals 

regarding the necessity to defend the Catholic Church in 

Czechoslovakia are nothing but a smoke screen by means of 

which the Vatican seeks to conceal its hostile and provocative 

activity against the Republic. The dignitaries of the Catholic 

Church in Czechoslovakia and in all the People’s Democracies, 

acting on Vatican instructions, engage in undermining, anti-

state activities. using the religious sentiments of believers to 

promote the criminal plans of the Anglo-American instigators 

of war.  

True, the Vatican and the Catholic hierarchy in 

Czechoslovakia are having hard luck. Their campaign against 

the adoption of new Church laws utterly collapsed. The clergy 

have pledged loyalty to the State. The Catholic dignitaries are 

not only isolated from the other Churches but also from the 

majority of Catholic believers who support the “Catholic 

Action” movement for loyal co-operation with the 

Government. All this has driven the Vatican and the Catholic 

dignitaries to desperate adventures against the Republic.  

Ottavio de Livo, a representative of the Papal nunciature in 

Prague is an ardent traveller. But strange to say, in every part  

of the Republic he has visited, there always followed rumours 

of “miracles” and “visions” vigorously supported by Catholic 

dignitaries.  

The Catholic dignitaries also spread the rumour about the 

“appearance” of the Virgin Mary who, it was alleged, stood on 

a tank surrounded by American solders and waved the U.S. 

flag. All that was needed for this “apparition” was the trade 
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mark, “made in U.S.A.”  

A similar “miracle” occurred in Cihost, a small country 

place in Czechia, early in December last year and was repeated 

there at the end of that month. During a service, a crucifix 

placed near the priest suddenly faced westward. The 

suspiciously well-informed American broadcasting station 

immediately transmitted the news of this “miracle” to its 

listeners, adding, that it was a sign that war was near. Acting 

on instructions from the higher Church circles, Toufar, a priest, 

at once ordered 600 photographs of the crucifix for use as 

propaganda against the Government.  

But the people who were not quite so naive as the 

reactionaries believed them to be, called the attention of the 

authorities to certain suspicious circumstances connected with 

the “miracle”. Thus, it was ascertained that after the repetition 

of the “miracle” Ottavio de Livo, the representative of the 

Papal nunciature visited this church and warned, Toufar to say 

nothing about his visit and to conceal the “Vatican’s 

association with this affair of the miracle”. Toufar admitted 

that he had worked the “miracle” with the aid of... nails and 

wires. From the pulpit, where a wire had been attached to the 

crucifix, he moved the latter by secretly pulling the wire and 

accompanying the text of the sermon with imposing gestures. 

The working of the “miracle” followed as a result of a  

conference of church dignitaries which he himself attended.   

It also transpired that the Cihost “miracle”, achieved by the 

primitive methods of conjurors on market places and in show 

booths, was to have been the beginning of a far-reaching 

provocation, entailing, for instance, the murder of a priest and 

accusing the Communists of the crime.   

The Vatican reckoned that the “miracle” at Cihost would 

help it to turn Catholic relievers against their people’s 

democratic country. But here again it miscalculated. The 

“miracle” opened the eyes of many who had blindly believed in 
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the Vatican.  

Jan Marek  
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