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FRONT OF STRUGGLE FOR PEACE AND 
FREEDOM GROWS STRONGER  

 

The peoples in all countries reacted to the news of the 

latest shady machinations of the warmongers by preparing 

themselves for action. The working people and all progressives 

are uniting in the struggle for a lasting peace and democracy. 

At the head of this struggle stands the great Soviet Union 

which saved the world from fascist barbarity. At the head stand 

the Communists who are battling alongside all who want a life 

of peace, who want to preserve the independence of their 

country. 

The overlords of the capitalist monopolies, out to maintain 

and increase their profits, are becoming apprehensive about the 

onset of an economic crisis. They view with fear and hatred the 

continued growth of the might of the U.S.S.R. and the New 

Democracies. Headed by the U.S. imperialists, they are seeking 

a way out of the impasse by preparing for new imperialist 

adventures and a policy of aggression. The aggressors have 

formed “Western” and “inter-American” military-political 

blocs. They have now told the world that the North Atlantic 

bloc is an established fact. Alarmed at the growth of the peace 

forces now consolidating their united front, the warmongers are 

doing everything to turn the people into their pliant tool. For 

this, they are instructing their lackeys, the Right Socialists, like 

Blum and Moch to deceive the working people, hoping in this 

way and through splitting activities, provocation and terror to 

hold back and weaken the peace movement. 

The peoples of the world are replying to these new 

attempts of the aggressors and their lackeys to deceive them 

and unleash war by intensifying the struggle for peace and 

freedom. 

The attitude of governments and political figures, of Party 
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leaders and political parties to the question of war and peace 

determines their attitude to the Atlantic Pact. Are they helping 

to expose the real designs of the Anglo-American imperialists 

with their policy of war preparations, or are they helping these 

successors of Hitler to conceal their criminal aims from the 

peoples? This is the criterion for determining who stands for 

peace and democracy and who for the aggressors. 

The North Atlantic Pact is a document which shows the 

hypocrisy and craftiness of the Anglo-American aggressors. 

The published text speaks of “belief in the aims and principles 

of the United Nations Charter”; but for a long time now the 

signatories of this Pact have been fighting against the chief 

principle of the Charter—the principle of unanimity between 

the great powers. The Pact speaks of refraining from threats or 

the application of force of any kind in international relations. 

But for a long time those who are signing this Pact have been 

using military force against the Chinese, Greek, Indonesian, 

Viet Nam, Malayan and other peoples. It is clear that this Pact 

was drawn up by those who want a new war. 

The Atlantic military-political bloc is directed primarily 

against the Soviet Union and the New Democracies. From the 

very outset, stated the Declaration of the Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs of the U.S.S.R., the sponsors of the North Atlantic Pact 

precluded the possibility of any of the People’s Democracies or 

the Soviet Union participating in it, thereby making it plain that 

far from being accepted as members of the Pact, the Soviet 

Union and the People’s Democracies are the countries against 

which the Pact is directed. 

This bloc is directed also against all peoples who refused to 

be subjected by the dollar and who are fighting for their 

freedom and national independence. 

Hitler’s American successors are dreaming about an 

“American century”, about Wall Street’s domination of the 

world. That is why they are building military bases wherever 
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they can, far from the shores of the United States. The Atlantic 

Pact is also an instrument of American imperialism directed at 

the military and political subordination of ifs allies, an 

instrument for penetrating into the colonies of its partners, in 

fact, an instrument for seizing these colonies. 

In preparing for war against the Soviet Union and the 

People’s Democracies the American imperialists are using a 

policy of aggression and economic pressure to weaken and 

destroy the national sovereignty of their competitors even 

though they are allies. They are also trying to place the burden 

of the developing economic crisis which particularly threatens 

the United States, on the shoulders of their satellites, and the 

peoples of the subordinate countries. This is the object pursued 

by the Marshall policy and the policy of subordinating “allied” 

armed forces to American control through an American run 

“council” and “defence committee” as envisaged by the pact. 

The North Atlantic Pact is designed to exploit the national 

treachery of the European bourgeoisie who fear the growing 

power of the people’s forces. This bourgeoisie is going to the 

Anglo-American imperialists for help against their own 

peoples and is in a hurry to use the North Atlantic bloc as a 

new “holy alliance” of world reaction to defend capitalism and 

support colonial slavery. 

But the entire system of imperialist blocs and especially the 

military-political North Atlantic bloc, is a mass of 

contradictions. United States superiority of forces can, 

temporarily, keep the balance between these contradictions, but 

no solemn declarations can prevent their further aggravation. 

Though they counted on the national treachery of the 

European bourgeoisie, the American imperialists lost sight of a 

second factor: the ardent desire of the people for peace in order 

to preserve their independence. The Anglo-American 

aggressive policy is setting in motion and strengthening the 

movement for national independence. 
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The struggle against the North Atlantic Pact is developing 

on an ever wider scale in Europe and is also gaining 

momentum in other parts of the world. In the forefront of the 

struggle is the working class, particularly the workers of France 

and Italy. 

The slogan of the French Communist Party that “the 

French people will never fight against the Soviet Union” has 

become the slogan of the powerful international movement for 

peace; it strikingly reflects the strength of proletarian 

internationalism and solidarity. The letter addressed to Truman 

by the National Committee of French “Fighters for Peace and 

Freedom”, declaring that the French people will not tolerate 

foreign military bases and garrisons on their soil, is a letter 

from the people of France to the people of America and other 

countries. The struggle to end immediately the war against Viet 

Nam, together with other forms of struggle for peace, 

demonstrates the growth of the militant popular force in 

France.  

The sweeping indignation of the Italian people against Italy 

joining the Atlantic Pact was reflected in the great wave of 

strikes and demonstration which swept the country. The 

declaration of the Communist Party of Norway calls upon the 

people to fight the aggressors’ anti-Soviet pact. The Danish 

people are energetically opposing Denmark joining the Atlantic 

military bloc. It can be said that the people’s patriotic 

resistance to the policy of aggression and national treachery 

has grown in each of the European countries selected by the 

Anglo-American imperialists as military bases and supply 

depots for cannon fodder. 

The peace movement is spreading in Britain. In the U.S. 

the recent Cultural and Scientific Congress for World Peace 

met with a ready response throughout the country. 

The powerful resistance of the people is compelling the 

aggressors to go in for phrase-mongering about peace in order 
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to lull the vigilance of the mass of the people. The movement 

of the people confirms the truth of Comrade Stalin’s statement: 

“The horrors of the recent war are too fresh in the minds of the 

people, and the social forces standing for peace are too great 

for the Churchill disciples of aggression to overcome them and 

turn them towards a new war.”  

A powerful campaign is under way in support of the 

international peace congress to be held in Paris. The 

determination of millions of people in all the countries of 

Europe and throughout the world to fight for peace and 

freedom is expressed in the preparations for this Congress. The 

finest people of the world, all who do not want to sacrifice the 

freedom of their people and the sovereignty of their nation for 

the sake of aggressive American imperialism, indignantly 

reject the new predatory war, being prepared by the aggressors. 

The forces of peace will prevent the imperialists, from carrying 

out their evil  designs. 
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RUMANIAN YOUTH CONGRESS 
 

Congress to unite the various youth organisations in 

Rumania into a single revolutionary union of working youth as 

held in Bucharest over the weekend of March 19. 

The Congress heard a report by Comrade, G. Florescu, 

General Secretary of the Central Unity Commission, discussed  

and ratified the Rules of the Union and elected the Central 

Committee.  

The formation of a unified, youth organisation in Rumania 

was necessitated by the need to rally all the people’s forces for 

the building of Socialism.  

In view of this the Plenum of the Central Committee of the 

Rumanian Workers’ Party  held last December put forward the 

task of bringing together all youth organisations in one unified 

revolutionary union based on the principles of Marxism-

Leninism. 

The Congress preparations were accompanied by 

pronounced political and labour enthusiasm on the part of the 

youth. Emulation for high productivity of labour, successful 

preparation for the spring sowing and for good work in school 

and universities swept the country. The youth of Rumania 

came to the Unity Congress organised and rallied around the 

Rumanian Workers’ Party. 

The Congress itself was particularly enthusiastic. The 

delegates unanimously passed a resolution which ratified the 

formation of a single revolutionary youth organisation in the 

country.  
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RESOLUTION POLITICAL BUREAU 
COMMUNIST PARTY OF FRANCE 

 

The Political Bureau of the Central Committee of the 

Communist Party of France issued the following resolution: 

The Political Bureau solemnly protests against the 

Government’s decision to sign the Atlantic Pact, confronting 

Parliament and the country with a fait accompli. 

Though its initiators dare to present it as a defensive pact, 

the Atlantic Pact is in reality an instrument of aggression 

against our ally—the Soviet Union and the People’s 

Democracies. 

The Political Bureau calls on all French men and women 

who wish peace, irrespective of their political opinions and 

religious beliefs, to unite to fight, shoulder to shoulder, against 

France’s participation in the war pact which the French 

Government is ready to sign. 

The Political Bureau supports the following declaration of 

the Fighters for Peace and Freedom in their letter to President 

Truman, which is now being signed by millions of French men 

and women: 

“We deny that our Government has the right to sign the 

Atlantic Pact which runs counter to the obligations which the 

French people assumed and to which they want to remain 

faithful. 

“We refuse to consider that this pact binds France’s word. 

We reject this war!” 
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WE SHALL FIGHT AGAINST ATLANTIC 
PACT 

 

In a call addressed for the people of Norway, the 

Norwegian Communist Party states: “The U.S.S.R. has never 

threatened, nor will it ever threaten the peace and security of 

Norway or of any other country. The Soviet Union is the best 

guarantee of world peace. 

“The content of the Atlantic Pact cannot conceal that it is, 

in all aspects, aggressive, and contrary to the UNO Charter 

concerning regional agreements. 

“Joining the Atlantic Pact means handing over the territory 

of Norway and Spitzbergen for waging a war not in the 

interests of the people of Norway but in the exclusive interests 

of the U.S. dollar imperialists. 

“Norway’s adherence to the Atlantic Pact means for the 

Norwegian people an unbearable burden of military 

expenditure, and the transformation of the armed forces of the 

country into Anglo-American forces to a considerably greater 

degree than is the case at present. 

“Together with the mighty forces standing for peace, that 

is, together with the people in all lands, we shall fight against 

the Atlantic Pact.” 
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ELEVENTH CONGRESS OF THE 
COMMUNIST YOUTH LEAGUE OF THE 

SOVIET UNION 
 

The Eleventh Congress of the Communist Youth League of 

the Soviet Union opened in Moscow on March 29 in an 

atmosphere of great patriotic enthusiasm. The delegates to the 

Congress which is being held in the Large Kremlin Palace 

consist of the finest representatives of the more than nine 

million strong army of young builders of Communism—

outstanding personalities in industry and agriculture, science 

and culture. Representatives from youth organisations in 

Bulgaria, Hungary, Mongolia, Italy, Rumania, Sweden, 

Denmark, Austria, North Korea and Liberated China were 

among the guests at the Congress. 

After the opening speech by Comrade N. Mikhailov, 

Secretary of the Central Committee of the Communist youth 

League, in which he outlined the tasks before the Congress. 

Congress unanimously approved the following agenda: Report 

of the Central Committee of the Communist Youth League of 

the Soviet Union; Report of Central Auditing Commission; 

Youth work in the schools; changes in the Statutes of the 

League; election of Central Committee; election of Central 

Auditing Commission. 

In his report Comrade Mikhailov pointed out that the 

interval between the two congresses of the Communist Youth 

League had been distinguished by events of world historic 

significance. During those years the Soviet people, under the 

leadership of the Lenin-Stalin Party, registered outstanding 

victories. “During the period under review,” said Comrade 

Mikhailov, “the youth League carried out extensive work in the 
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sphere of the Communist education of the youth, and in 

rallying them for the plans of socialist construction. Founded 

and trained by Lenin and Stalin, the League have always 

followed the Communist Party, has always been and remains 

its faithful assistant and militant reserve. The Lenin-Stalin 

Communist Youth League assembles for its Eleventh Congress 

consolidated as never before around the Communist Party of 

the Soviet Union (Bolsheviks), ready at the call of Comrade 

Stalin to fulfil any task, to surmount all difficulties for the 

victory of the great cause of Communism.” 

Comrade Mikhailov cited facts and figures testifying to the 

valiant deeds of Soviet youth during the Great Patriotic War 

and in the years of peaceful construction. The youth are in the 

front ranks of the Soviet people in their struggle for 

Communism. More than 3,500,000 members of the Youth 

League were decorated for valour while on active service 

during the Patriotic War; 7,000 members of the League 

received the title: Hero of the Soviet Union. In the countryside 

members of the Youth League are in the front ranks of the 

Soviet collective farm peasantry. The honoured title of Hero of 

Socialist Labour has been bestowed on 451 young collective 

farmers and agronomists, while another 6,000 have had 

different Government Orders conferred on them. 

In recent years the Communist Youth League has been 

twice honoured with the Order of Lenin for distinguished 

service to the country. The first Order was bestowed in 1945 

for services rendered during the Great Patriotic War and for 

exemplary work in educating the youth in the spirit of selfless 

devotion to the country. The second distinction was awarded 

on the occasion of the Thirtieth Anniversary of the League for 

its services in the Communist education of the youth and its 

active participation in the work of socialist construction. 

“The Communist Youth League, the Soviet Youth is 

indebted to the Bolshevik Party for all its successes,” stated 
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Comrade Mikhailov. 

A considerable part of Mikhailov’s report was devoted to 

the participation of the Youth League in the struggle for the 

postwar Five-Year Plan. 

“The League organisations have carried out extensive 

political and organisational work in rallying the youth for the 

fulfilment of the post-war Plan ahead of schedule. The slogan 

the ‘Five-Year Plan in four years!’ has become the most 

popular slogan of the youth. There is not a single League 

organisation that has not made its contribution to the 

rehabilitation and further development of the national 

economy.” 

After citing numerous example of the patriotic initiative 

displayed by the League of organisations in the struggle for 

pre-schedule fulfilment of the post-war Plan, Comrade 

Mikhailov dwelt on the work of the rural organisations of the 

Youth League. More than 200,000 League organisations, 

uniting 2,200,000 members are now working in the countryside 

where they are making their influence felt in the work of the 

collective farms, State farms, machine-tractor depots and in the 

economic and cultural development of the countryside. 

The Bolshevik Party and the Soviet Government, he went 

on, have provided our youth with all the necessary conditions 

for mastering knowledge; they are always concerned with 

raising the educational level and strengthening the material 

basis of the educational institutions. The schools are an 

important sphere of Communist Youth League activity. During 

the period under review the League organisations in the 

schools, universities, technical colleges and other educational 

institutions have gained considerably in strength and have 

added to their prestige among the student body. 

Referring to the Communist education of the youth, 

Comrade Mikhailov said: “The Bolshevik Party and the Soviet 

Union have educated and are continuing to educate the young 
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generation as the reliable replacement of the older generation, 

the fighters for the great cause of Lenin-Stalin. 

“Soviet patriotism is the powerful motive force for the 

development of our society. The task of the League is to 

inculcate in the young people this sacred feeling of Soviet 

patriotism, and a conscious attitude towards their obligations to 

the Motherland. Comrade Stalin’s counsel that the young 

generation should be trained to be buoyant, to have confidence 

in itself, fearless where difficulties are concerned and ready to 

overcome an obstacles—this is the basis of all our educational 

work.” 

The speaker referred to the vast dimensions of political 

education in the League. Over four million young people are 

attending political circles and political schools. Extensive 

propaganda work in the form of lectures is also carried on. 

In educating the new man Soviet literature hold an 

honoured place. The young generation of Soviet people nave 

great love for their writers and poets, and rejoice 

wholeheartedly in their successes and achievements, and 

sympathise with them in failure. 

“The Soviet youth warmly approved the measures taken by 

the Central Committee of the Party in relation to art and 

literature. They see in this another manifestation of Comrade 

Stalin’s paternal solicitude for the education of the new 

generation. The gains of socialist culture are dear to our young 

people. All this is ours,” said Mikhailov, “it is Soviet, and 

sound as a call in the struggle to Communism. We will never 

let anyone under the works of Soviet literature and art, nor 

shall we let anyone poison our youth with lack of faith, 

pessimism and decadence. The Soviet youth stand for a highly 

ideological, ardent Bolshevik art, which inspires to deed of 

glory, to struggle, and to fight for the ideas of Lenin-Stalin!” 

Comrade Mikhailov stressed that the selfless struggle of 

the Soviet youth in building the Communist society is an 
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example to the young men and women of the world. He 

stressed also the services of the World Federation of 

Democratic youth which has behind it 52 million young 

democrats in 63 countries, and which is consistently and 

vigorously fighting for a lasting peace, for democracy, freedom 

and national independence for the peoples and against the 

instigators of a new war. The Soviet youth is steadily extending 

it contacts and cooperation with the young people of other 

countries. The Anti-Fascist Youth Committee in in the Soviet 

Union, formed in 1941 on the initiative of the Communist 

Youth League, maintains contact with over 200 youth 

organisations in 70 countries. The Committee has begun 

preparations for the Second Word Youth Congress which will 

be held in September this year. 

The Soviet youth unanimously approves the Stalin policy 

of peace and friendship between the nations and is proud that 

our mighty, invincible Motherland is marching at the head of 

the democratic, anti-imperialist forces, that it is an unfading 

beacon for all progressive mankind. 

The concluding part of Comrade Mikhailov’s report was 

devoted to the organisational work of the League. 

“The Youth League, he said, “is carrying on its entire work 

under the leadership of the Bolshevik Party. It is indebted for 

all its successes to the Party of Lenin and Stalin. The Party is 

our guide and teacher. The Communist Youth League of the 

Soviet Union has always been faithful to the Communist Party 

and will always be so. Comrade Stalin is the banner of our 

youth. Millions of young men and women in the Soviet Union 

cherish in their hearts the image of the great founders of our 

Party and State—Lenin and Stalin. Millions of our youth are 

learning to live and work, to fight and win as Lenin and Stalin 

did.” 
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ITALIAN PEOPLE AGAINST ATLANTIC 
PACT 

 

Foreseeing that the mass of the people would resist the 

policy of drawing Italy into an anti-Soviet military bloc, de 

Gasperi and Sforza tried to get Italy to join the Atlantic Pact 

blindfold. In their statements to Parliament they did everything 

to conceal the true meaning of the Pact and the obligations that 

it would place upon Italy. With the help of the reactionary 

majority in Parliament, however, they managed to get 

“sanction” to join the Pact. However, the mass actions of the 

Italian people who in organised fashion expressed their 

indignation at the Government and de Gasperi policy, 

conclusively proved that the overwhelming majority of Italians 

resolutely reject and condemn the Atlantic Pact.  

During the Parliamentary debate on the question, more 

than 170 Communist, Socialist and Independent deputies 

exposed to the people the real face of the Christian-Democrat 

Parties as an anti-national party subservient to the will of 

American imperialism. No arguments from the Christian 

Democrats or the Republicans, voting with them could justify 

their treachery. An even mere miserable picture was presented 

by the Saragat party whose traditional slogan until now had 

been “No blocs, either with the West or the East! The split in 

the Saragat ranks is indicative of the failure of the “Third 

Force” policy.  

Millions of Italians demonstrated against joining the 

Atlantic Pact. These actions of the working people can only be 

compared in scope with the demonstrations that followed the 

attempt on Comrade Togliatti’s life last July. Not only workers 

and poor peasants, Communists and Socialists, took part in the 

recent demonstrations: there is a feeling of alarm and deep 
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concern among all social strata of the Italian people and among 

members of all parties which contrasts sharply with the 

Government’s empty phrase-mongering about the “peace and 

security” the Pact is supposed to guarantee. 

There were two active functionaries of the Christian-

Democrat Party in the delegation of the Milan Committee of 

Struggle for Peace which came to Rome to place its protest 

before Parliament; the Right Socialists in Milan took a similar 

protest to Saragat. 

The differences that have arisen between the leaders of the 

de Gasperi party are an indication of the alarm of the masses 

who voted for the Christian Democrats. The Board of the 

Christian Democrat Party actually compelled each of its 

deputies to sign a written obligation before voting. 

However, de Gasperi and Saragat took it for granted that 

Scelba’s Police would be enough to force, millions of Italians 

into silence. Police terror was their answer to the 

demonstrations of the people against joining the Atlantic Pact.  

The first victim of the Atlantic Pact was Trastrelli, a young 

Terni metal worker, who was foully murdered by the police. In 

Rome the police brutally charged a demonstration of women 

and war wounded. 

But neither threats nor police persecution yielded the 

desired results: 60,000 workers demonstrated in Turin, 45,000 

in Leghorn, thousands of workers went on strike in Genoa, 

Terni, Palermo, and other cities; Milan students demonstrated 

in front of the American consulate; in Rome they held mass  

demonstrations; thousands of men, women and young people 

from various walks of life demonstrated in all the towns and 

villages of Italy, loudly voicing the desire of the Italian people 

for peace and their firm determination to stop at all costs the 

criminal intentions of de Gasperi and his agents to lead Italy 

into a new catastrophe. “We shall never put our signatures to 

the Atlantic Pact,” telegraphed Milan workers to the American 
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Ambassador Dunn. “The signature of our Government means 

nothing.” 

The struggle of the Italian people against this criminal Pact 

is headed by the Communist Party, determined to fight to the 

bitter end against the disastrous policy of Wall Street’s 

imperialist hirelings. “Remember,” Comrade Togliatti warned 

deputies supporting the Pact, “when you take this path you will 

have to deal with the Italian people. We will not recognise your 

vote. We shall tell the Italian people that it is their right and 

duty not to recognise it. We, fighters for peace in Italy in 

alliance, with the fighters for peace, in all capitalist and 

colonial countries, mean to join forces in a united front for joint 

action…” 

The great mass organisations of the Italian working people 

have taken up the struggle against the war policy of the leading 

clerical-fascist clique. The General Confederation of Labour, 

the Italian Women’s League and the Youth Alliance have 

published manifestos calling on the people to unite in order to 

demonstrate their determination to save peace; they are 

exposing the policy of Italian reaction which in the past led 

Italy to fascism, placing her in the service of German 

imperialism, and which today is again preparing to betray the 

interests of the Italian people for the American monopolists. In 

Modena peasant representatives in the National Assembly of 

the Land Committee proclaimed their slogan: “Land, and not 

war!”; at their national congress in Venice, Italian partisans 

solemnly pledged themselves to be ready once more to fight for 

peace, freedom and the independence of the country. 

Committees of this broad peace front are being set up 

throughout the country. An important factor in its success is the 

close cooperation between Communists and Socialists. This 

cooperation has been expressed not only in Parliamentary 

debates, but also in the two parties joint activities all over the 

country. This close cooperation will have a growing influence 
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on the working people who in the past were misled by the 

Saragat demagogy. 

The call of the Committee of the International Peace 

Congress to be held in Paris was of particular importance, 

especially in intellectual circles. Public figures in culture, 

science and art as well as the central bodies of popular 

organisations, warmly responded to this call and declared their 

support for the world peace front. 

The Italian people’s struggle for peace has already drawn 

world attention. But the struggle is only just beginning. It is 

being waged in difficult conditions of brutal terror by the 

police and the Catholic Church which has openly taken the side 

of the warmongers. But this struggle is being prosecuted with 

great vigour and it is better organised. The Italian people are 

growing more and more confident of their own strength. 

In Parliament and on the streets, in the factories and in the 

villages of Italy millions of ordinary people have said “No” to 

the pact of new aggression against the U.S.S.R., have 

resolutely rejected the obligations undertaken by the Italian 

lackeys of the American imperialists. In this they have doomed 

the policy of de Gasperi and his American masters to 

ignominious failure. 

 

G. PAJETTA. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



23 
 

TITO CLIQUE IN THE CAMP OF 
IMPERIALISM 

 

The leaders of the Yugoslavia Communist Party have 

committed the foulest crime against the Yugoslav and 

international working class—they have betrayed the interests  

of Socialism were gone ever to the camp of the bourgeoisie.  

Their crime is all the greater because the Titoites, having 

seized the leadership of the Communist Party of Yugoslavia, 

head the Government of the Yugoslav People’s Republic—

which in alliance with the U.S.S.R. and the People’s 

Democracies, was advancing along the path of Socialist 

construction—are seeking to use the Yugoslav people as an 

instrument in their struggle against the camp of Socialism, 

headed by the Soviet Union.  

Tito and his nationalists no longer conceal their hostile 

attitude to the U.S.S.R., to the New Democracies and their 

Communist Parties. 

The propaganda and official statements of the heads of the 

Tito clique against the Soviet Union and the People’s 

Democracies, run a close second to Anglo-American 

imperialist propaganda for vileness and hatred. And at times 

the malignant lies of the Yugoslav renegades put the 

slanderous inventions of their new friends in the shade. 

The most recent statements of Tito, Kardelj, Djilas and 

Pijade express nothing but hatred and fury against the Soviet 

Union and the New Democracies. The Tito vocabulary 

contains a profusion of invectives against the Socialist camp 

that would have been the envy of Goebbe’s anti-Soviet 

propagandists. It is precisely this that places the Titoites on a 

par with the Anglo-American imperialists. 

Tito propaganda goes further than the propaganda of 

Goebbels or of the Anglo-American imperialists. Tito 
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propaganda is churning out a new “line”—to prove that the 

Soviet Union and the CPSU(B) have, as they claim, ceased to 

be a revolutionary force. 

This means that the Yugoslav agents of Anglo-American 

imperialism want to undermine the confidence of the 

international working class in the Soviet Union and the 

CPSU(B) as the leading force in the democratic socialist camp.  

The Tito clique is a real find for the Anglo-American 

imperialists who have assigned it a special role. What the 

Anglo-American imperialists lacked up to now in their struggle 

against the Soviet Union was people who were themselves 

“Communists”, people at the head of a party and state which 

had been formerly a member of the socialist camp. The 

imperialists have given Tito and his clique the role of Judases 

who allege that the Soviet Union is no longer a socialist state, 

that the Soviet Union and the People’s Democracies are 

pursuing an imperialist, aggressive policy toward other 

countries.  

Tito himself recently claimed in the Skupshtina that such a 

policy had been conducted against Yugoslavia to turn her into 

an agrarian appendage of the Soviet Union. This, he pretends, 

was the reason for the differences between the Central 

Committee of the Yugoslav Party and the Soviet Union and the 

People’s Democracies. 

Each day the Yugoslav nationalists are leading the 

Yugoslav people deeper into an economic and political dead 

end. They are now openly trying to curry favour with the 

Anglo-American imperialists, They reckon that the more 

malice they display toward the Soviet Union, the sooner and 

the greater will be the aid they will receive from their new 

allies. 

A bitter struggle is flaring up between  the two camps. The 

imperialist camp, headed by the United States, is preparing for 

war against the Soviet Union and the People’s democracies. 
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With this aim in view it is feverishly building up the Western  

European, North Atlantic, and other military alliances. On the 

other hand, the camp of democracy and Socialism, headed by 

the Soviet Union, is launching a decisive offensive against the 

warmongers, and is battling for peace. 

Political parties, social classes, party and state figures are 

being tested in this struggle. It will show where they stand—as 

supporters of imperialism and war, or as supporters of peace, 

democracy and Socialism. 

The Tito clique found this moment appropriate to go over 

to open struggle against the Soviet Union and the CPSU(B). It 

is cutting out propaganda against Anglo-American imperialism 

for fear it might hinder “the development and strengthening of 

economic relations with the West.” 

Yugoslavia’s official public life during the past few 

months has been guided to fit in with this political trend. 

The recent congress of the Communist Party of 

Yugoslavia, the congresses of the Communist Parties of Serbia 

and Croatia and the youth congress were of an anti-Soviet 

nature. The reports of the leadership and the congress 

resolutions were packed with disgusting slanders against the 

Soviet Union and the CPSU(B) against the People’s 

Democracies, which it is alleged, are fighting against 

Yugoslavia and preventing the Yugoslav people from building 

Socialism. 

At the same time, none of the reports, speeches or 

resolutions made any mention of the struggle against the 

imperialists especially the Anglo-American imperialists—chief 

instigators of war against the Soviet Union. 

Thus, it seems, the Tito clique regards the Soviet Union, 

the CPSU(B) and the People’s Democracies, as its chief enemy 

and the Anglo-American imperialists as its chief allies, who are 

helping to build Socialism in Yugoslavia. This is the line 

followed by the official Yugoslav press, from “Borba” 
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downwards.  

One has only to read “Borba” organ of the Central 

Committee of the Yugoslav Communist Party to see that this 

sheet has nothing in common with an organ of one of the 

detachments of the anti-imperialist camp, that it is not an 

instrument of struggle against Anglo-American imperialism. 

One has only to read, “Borba” to see that it is not among the 

champions of the Soviet Union—the main bulwark of peace, 

democracy and Socialism. 

The Anglo-American imperialists and their agents, the 

Right Socialists, slander the Information Bureau of Communist 

Parties day after day, holding it responsible for the internal and 

external difficulties encountered by the countries of the 

capitalist world. 

The Yugoslav nationalists are competing with the Anglo-

American imperialists in slandering the Information Bureau. 

They often manage to excel their partners in the anti-Soviet 

camp in their slander against the Information Bureau. 

All these facts indisputably prove that the Tito clique has 

gone over to  the camp of Anglo-American imperialism and is 

performing the miserable role of an imperialist mongrel in the 

pack, yapping hysterically at the great Soviet Union, the New 

Democracies and at the whole anti-imperialist camp. 

Messrs. Tito, Kardelj, Rankovic,, Djilas, Plajde and their 

like cannot deny these shameful facts. They have been caught 

in the act as betrayers of the Socialist camp, who have gone 

over to the camp of the enemies of the Soviet Union, to the 

camp of Anglo-American imperialism. 

The logic of the class struggle is inexorable. There is no 

middle path between Socialism and imperialism. It is either the 

camp of Socialism, headed by the Soviet Union, or the camp of 

imperialism headed by the U.S. imperialists. The Tito clique 

has chosen the imperialist camp.  

Since the Yugoslav Party leaders preferred to pursue a 
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treacherous nationalist policy, the Communist, Marxist-

Leninist Parties of the world naturally exposed them as traitors 

to the workers’ cause and to Socialism, rejecting them as 

enemies and splitters of the united international working-class 

movement. The result is that the Tito clique is now completely 

isolated. This is the fate of all renegades, of all traitors to world 

Communism. 

Yugoslav propaganda has lately been making a lot of noise 

about the “successes of socialist construction” in Yugoslavia. 

On March 17 Belgrade radio announced that Yugoslavia was 

“victoriously marching” toward Socialism and that capitalism 

was “no longer developing in Yugoslavia.” To prove this utter 

nonsense the radio reported that the agricultural cooperatives  

“cover all peasant households,” that in the first two years of the 

Five-Year Plan “8,400 sowing machines, nearly 2,200 seed 

selectors and over 64,000 different kinds of ploughs” as well as 

artificial fertilizers had been sent to the countryside. “All these 

facts,” proclaimed Belgrade radio, “clearly show that 

capitalism is not growing in Yugoslav countryside.” 

Everybody today knows that the path to Socialism is not a 

grand parade but a difficult process of bitter and stubborn class 

struggle. 

It is clear to every Marxist that as long as small-scale 

individual farming exists in the countryside it inevitably and 

daily gives birth to capitalism on a mass scale. As long as 

small-scale peasant economy exists capitalism’s position in the 

countryside is more solidly based than that of Socialism, for 

capitalism has a mass basis in small-scale peasant production. 

This is what Leninism teaches us. 

Only the Tito traitors, the people who do not want to build 

Socialism, who do not want to fight capitalism, particularly the 

kulaks, would presume to claim that capitalism is no longer 

growing in the country. 

It is clear to every Marxist that the principal task in the 
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transition from capitalism to Socialism is to lay the economic 

foundation of Socialism. Large-scale machine-building 

industry and its extension to agriculture, said Lenin, is the sole 

economic base for Socialism. This task includes the creation of 

a powerful  industry and the industrialisation of agriculture, 

that is, its reorganisation on the basis of modern technique and 

agronomy. That is what is meant by laying the economic 

foundation of Socialism. 

The Communist Parties of the People’s Democracies have 

set themselves as the principal immediate task to lay the 

economic and cultural foundations of Socialism. This is a  

difficult task, calling for great efforts and a stubborn class 

struggle for many years to come. This is how all Marxist-

Leninists view the matter. 

The Yugoslav trotskyites is the Tito clique think 

differently. They proclaim that they have already laid the 

foundations of Socialism and are now “not merely laying 

foundations but are actually building Socialism”. (“Borba”, 

March 19, 1949.) 

All this nonsense about the “victorious march”, about 

“capitalism no longer growing” in Yugoslavia, about the 

foundations of Socialism having already been laid, is being 

resorted by the Tito bandits in order to deceive the Communist 

Party and the peoples of Yugoslavia. 

With a terror that equals the terror of the German Gestapo, 

distorting Marxism and at the same time hysterically screaming 

that they are the only Marxists in the world, uniting with the 

camp of the Anglo-American imperialists on questions of 

foreign policy, the Tito clique is persistently carrying out a 

home policy which can lead to nothing less than the restoration 

of capitalism in Yugoslavia. 

When they declare they are able to build Socialism in 

Yugoslavia, even if they are completely isolated from the 

international working class, from the Soviet Union and the 
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People’s Democracies, the Tito Company is performing a 

verbal tight-rope walking act to screen their dark deeds. 

The Titos and Kardeljs would have the world believe that 

they can build Socialism with the help of the Anglo-American 

imperialists. But everybody knows, from the experience of the 

“Marshall Plan”, just what Anglo-American imperialist “aid” 

amounts to. 

The Anglo-American imperialists have already begun to 

give active “assistance” to the Tito Government. This is known 

to the world at large. The price of this “assistance” is  the Tito 

clique’s inclusion in the imperialist camp, the loss of 

Yugoslavia’s national independence and the inevitable 

degeneration of Yugoslavia into an ordinary bourgeois- 

republic in bondage to Anglo-American imperialism. 

But the working class of Yugoslavia who do not want to 

follow the criminal nationalist Tito clique are fighting against 

this. 

In their struggle the working class and working people of 

Yugoslavia will meet with the complete sympathy of the 

international proletariat. 
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GERMAN QUISLINGS EXPOSE 
THEMSELVES 

 

The Sixth Session of the German People’s Council was 

held in Berlin on March 18-19 attended by delegates from all 

over the country. 

The following questions were on the agenda: the serious 

situation of the German people, and how they can best help 

themselves; an All-German Constitution; the People’s 

Congress.  

Otto Nuschke representing the Presidium of the People’s 

Council and Chairman of the Christian Democratic Union, 

spoke on the first item. He described the extremely difficult 

position in which the German people found themselves because 

of the disruptive anti-democratic policy of the Anglo-American 

occupation authorities. A mortal danger, he said, threatened the 

German nation. The way out of the situation was to draw broad 

sections of the people into the fight under the banner of the 

People’s Council, for the country’s democratic unity, for a just 

peace, and against the warmongers. 

Speaking for the Socialist Unity Party, Wilhelm Pieck, 

Chairman of the Council’s Presidium, proposed that the Bonn 

Parliamentary Council and the bi-zonal Economic Council in 

Frankfurt-on-Main should be asked to a meeting of 

representatives of the three organisations in Braunschweig 

(British zone) on April 8. This suggestion was adopted 

unanimously.  

The Council also ratified a manifesto calling for the 

signing of the German peace treaty. On behalf of the German 

people it demanded that the peace treaty should be based on the 

Yalta and Potsdam agreements, that the administrative and 

economic unity of Germany should be restored and a single 
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currency re-established, that the transport and economic 

restrictions between the zones should be abolished, that a 

provisional central government composed of the 

representatives of the democratic parties and organisations—a 

government with a genuine peace policy—should be formed, 

and a peace conference convened with representatives of the 

German provisional democratic government. 

The Council discussed the Draft Constitution of the 

German Democratic Republic and decided to submit it to the 

Third German People’s Congress. A resolution protesting 

against the North Atlantic pact was also adopted. The Council 

decided to hold the Third All-German People’s Congress in the 

near future. 

According to a Reuter report from Frankfurt-on-Main, on 

March 18 the Western German political leaders turned down 

the Council’s suggestion for a German unity conference in 

Braunschweig.  

Thus, these leaders take upon themselves the entire 

responsibility of supporting the Anglo-American policy of 

splitting and dismembering Germany, for unleashing a new 

war and increasing the hardships of the German people. The 

Western zone quislings have once again shown themselves in 

their true colours. 
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CZECHOSLOVAK CONFERENCE OF 
WOMEN SHOCK WORKERS 

 

A conference of women shock workers was held recently 

in Prague. The delegates came from nationalised industry, 

administrative bodies, hospitals, etc. A similar conference of 

women workers from the countryside was also held. 

In his speech to the shock workers’ conference Comrade  

Kliment, Minister of Industry, spoke about the growth of the 

movement of shock workers and socialist emulation in 

Czechoslovakia and about the women’s labour achievements. 

He called for greater labour productivity from women and 

urged them to learn from the labour experience of Soviet 

workers. Twenty-five women took part in discussion. 

Addressing the conference of the women agricultural 

workers, Comrade Duris, Minister of Agriculture, spoke of the 

growing role and increasing initiative of working women in the 

countryside who are becoming active organisers of the work to 

develop agriculture. 

The 23 peasant women who took the floor reported on 

results of the emulation campaign for the delivery of 

agricultural products to the State. Women workers from State 

farms discussed their experience. The conference passed a 

resolution on the work of women in agriculture. 

Earlier a joint conference of women shock workers in 

industry and agricultural women workers had been addressed 

by the Prime Minister, Comrade Zapotocky. 
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SHARPENING CLASS STRUGGLE IN 
FRANCE. Benoit Frachon, General 

Secretary, General Confederation of 
Labour 

 

The working class of France is waging a powerful struggle 

for a decisive change in Government policy. The working 

people are lighting for the liberation of their country from 

American trusteeship, against the Marshallisation policy which 

is resulting in economic decline, the destruction of the basic 

industries, the impoverishment of the people, and which is 

turning France into an advance base for the aggressive plans of 

the U.S. 

The policy pursued by the French capitalists and their 

obedient Government, is resulting in a continual sharpening of 

lass contradictions in France. 

The re-grouping of the reactionary forces and their 

aggressiveness have heightened the lighting spirit of the 

working class and have caused deep discontent which is 

spreading to the non-proletarian sections of the working people 

and especially recently to the peasantry and small traders. 

The class struggle has become particularly sharp since 

French ruling circles officially submitted to the will of the 

American imperialists and became the obedient servants of 

their aggressive, expansionist policy. 

 

Growing Discontent Among Workers 
 

After excluding the Communists from the Government, on 

orders from Washington, the parties and groups of the 
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Parliamentary majority launched a fierce onslaught against the 

working class because they realised that working-class 

resistance and the resistance of the C.G.T. is the main obstacle 

to the policy dictated by their American masters. 

The big capitalists have been complaining for a long time 

that the struggle of the working class, led by the General 

Confederation of Labour, prevents them from increasing their 

profits. The participation of Communists in the Government 

and also the activity of the C.G.T. representatives on the price 

commissions to a certain extent stopped the price of consumer 

goods from going up. The representatives of the employers 

complained that the coefficient of prices on agricultural 

products was higher than that on industrial goods. But in the 

end their demands were largely satisfied. 

At present the prices of industrial goods, in terms of 1938, 

are 30 per cent more than agricultural prices. 

Thus, the profits of the capitalists have grown considerably 

at the expense of the working class whose conditions have 

become much worse, and at the expense of the peasantry who 

are now faced with difficulties because of the sharp slump in 

agricultural prices. 

The share of capitalist profits in the national income 

increased from 112 billion francs in 1938 to approximately 

3,000 billion francs in 1948, that is, it went up 28 times, while 

during that period wages increased only 10 times. 

This shameless robbery of the working people by the 

capitalists accompanied by the heavy burden of the war budget. 

The budget, growing from month to month, is swallowing up 

billions of francs. Whereas 350 billion francs were allocated 

for military expenditure in the 1949 budget, announced last 

December, the figure was brought up to 548 billion francs at 

the beginning of March. This expenditure and the consequent 

increased taxes are the outcome of the Government’s 

unconditional acceptance of the Unite States’ policy of war 
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provocation. It is causing great alarm and profound discontent 

among the masses. 

The Marshall Plan, in its turn, is beginning to yield its 

poisoned fruits. Unemployment is growing. Its dimensions 

should not be judged by the number or unemployed on the 

official register who receive unemployment benefit. Many 

branches of industry are already on short-time, working less 

than 40 hours a week. These include the footwear and clothing 

industries, some textile mills, luxury industries such as 

perfumery, and so on. The credits for building hydro-electric 

stations and for reconstruction have beep slashed. The first 

signs of unemployment and the perspective of a crisis are 

adding to the discontent and indignation  of the working class. 

 

The  Strike Movement 
 

Working-class discontent is expressed in the numerous 

strikes which the Government tries in vain to suppress. Under 

pressure from Washington, the Government, with the Right 

Socialists at its head, is intensifying its repression. 

This fierce struggle has been going on for nearly two years. 

The Right Socialists, Moch, Minister of the Interior, boasted 

more than once, after his police repressions that he had broken 

the resistance of the workers and struck decisive blows at the 

General Confederation of Labour. But each time the facts 

proved him wrong. In the middle of 1947 large-scale strikes for 

higher wages, particularly of the miners and railwaymen, swept 

France. The strike of the railway workers paralysed transport 

for a week. In November and December of 1947 over 3 million 

workers were on strike for 4 weeks, demanding wage increases 

and a sliding wage scale. 

U.S. ruling circles openly expressed their displeasure at the 

strikes. In an endeavour to please their American masters, the 
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French Government brought their huge police apparatus into 

action. Five workers were killed and hundreds were wounded 

during struggles with the police. 

The working people displayed their militant spirit and 

determination in this struggle. They won a 20 per cent wage 

increase, but failed to win their main demand—the sliding 

wage scale. Once again reaction and the Government shouted 

about victory. They thought that their repression, their line-up 

of great police forces and the fact that the working people had 

not won their main demand would give the ruling circles a long 

period of peace and quiet. They hoped that the working class 

would lose heart and abandon the General Confederation of 

Labour. 

However, in less than two months, by February 1948, the 

working class once again took up the wage battle. Strikes 

began in different branches of industry. From April to July last 

year there were 500 strikes in the engineering industry alone. 

In July and August growing popular discontent caused three 

Government crises. 

At the same time the movement developed from the stage 

of isolated factory strikes to a stage where widespread strikes 

of various industries in entire districts took place. A three-week 

strike of 40,000 metal workers in the east of France last 

September, ended in complete victory for the strikers and also 

for thousands of other metal workers. 

Before this strike was over another had begun in the coal 

mines. The developments of the miners’ strike are well known. 

So are the fierce repression and the odious campaign of lies 

started about the strike. The great courage and determination of 

the miners during the 56 days of the strike are also well known. 

They were forced to go back without winning their demands. 

But the Government paid dearly for its “success.” 

To concentrate all their forces against the miners’ the 

Government had to give in to the demands of other sections of 
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workers who came out on strike or threatened to do so. An 

example of this was the action of 100,000 workers engaged in 

the iron and steel industry, 35,000 Paris transport workers, 

90,000 dockers, municipal workers and others. 

Bringing increased pressure to bear on the miners, the 

Government even resorted to a wasteful expenditure of water 

resources for production of electric power, the consequences of 

which will make themselves felt in the country’s economy in 

the future. Even now, electric power is greatly restricted so that 

industries which could be working to capacity, are working 

short-time. The reservoirs are almost dry. Their water reserve 

is only 13 per cent of capacity, instead of 35 per cent, as it was 

this time last year. 

It is clear, that the capitalists could not have paid such a 

price for their “victory”. Only the reactionary state could afford 

such a luxury . The nationalisation of the mines made it easier 

for them to carry out their class policy of enemies of the 

working class. This time the Government was sure that it had 

won a decisive victory. 

However, the miners did not give up the fight. Hunger 

forced them to go back to work, but the moment they received 

their first wage packet they again went into battle. Not a single 

day goes by without a strike in one pit or another, and 

sometimes in several at the same time. The miners are fighting 

with stubborn persistence. 

Moch has arrested over 2,000 strikers; 1,200 workers have 

been sentenced to terms of imprisonment up to 3 years and to 

fines totalling a million franks. Most of the miners’ trade union 

delegates have been victimised. 

The Government hoped that its “victory” over the miners 

would demoralise the entire working class. But, like last year, 

strikes are again taking place. They are just as numerous, and 

some of them just as important, often ending in victory. For 

instance, after their recent 12-day strike, hospital workers won  
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an 18 per cent wage increase. 

 

Splitters Suffer Fiasco 
 

The Government has not confined itself to turning France 

into a police state. Backed by the employers, the official 

American representatives and their lackeys—the Marshallised 

leaders of the American trade unions—the French Government 

split the unions with the help of Jouhaux and his friends. 

The working class of France showed a high level of class 

consciousness over this. Unquestionably the split complicated 

the task of the C.G.T. temporarily weakened the struggle of the 

working class. But the result was complete fiasco for the 

splitters who were unable to achieve their aim. 

Despite substantial financial aid (the splitters received 

more than 40 million francs from the Government, plus 

considerable means received from abroad), and support of 

Ministers and employers, the splinter “Force Ouvriere” has 

made little organisational headway. Those responsible for its 

existence claim a membership of nearly 1,5000,000. But this is 

bluff, aimed at widening the French in the French trade union 

movement. 

Official British and U.S. observers recently sent in reports 

to their leaders in which they stated that the membership of the 

“Force Ouvriere” was approximately 300,000. In all 

probability even these figures are exaggerated, Irving Brown, 

American Federation of Labour agent in Europe and a State 

Department puppet who has first-hand knowledge of the 

“Force Ouvriere”, stated at the recent APL convention that the 

“Force Ouvriere”, was merely a shadow. 

It is characteristic that even the small number of workers 

belonging to this splinter organisation fight alongside the 

C.G.T. organisations in nearly every strike, despite the 
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opposition of their leaders. For instance, during the miners’ 

strike, when the “Force Ouvriere” leaders played the despicable 

role of strike-breakers, the rank-and-file members and even 

leaders of the local and regional organisations joined the 

struggle and came back into the ranks of the C.G.T.  

The desire to restore working-class unity has been still 

more marked in the last few weeks. In connection with the 

discussion of collective agreements in the metal industry the 

Christian unions, the “Force Ouvriere” and the union of 

engineers and technicians accepted the proposal of the metal 

workers’ federation, affiliated to the C.G.T. to carry out united 

action and conduct joint negotiations with the employers. This 

was a great surprise to the employers’ representatives who 

were very much alarmed at this unexpected turn of events. 

The Government and employers were not slow to react. 

They advised the “Force Ouvriere” leaders to call their rank-

and-file members to order. There is no doubt that Jouhaux and 

his friends will try to break this solidarity. But they will not 

succeed in breaking the workers’ will for unity and their 

demand to put it into practice despite the manoeuvres of the 

splitters. 

 

Struggle Against Opportunist Danger 
 

The employers for their part are waging an active struggle 

against the C.G.T. Active C.G.T. members are blacklisted, 

often persecuted and victimised, and trade union organisation 

hindered in every way. Encouraged by the docility with which 

the Government carries out their orders, the employers are 

gradually all sense of proportion. Eager to reward themselves 

for the “black days” that followed the war, they have forgotten 

history’s recent lessons. They are applying the methods which 

in 1936 resulted in the workers occupying the factories, much 
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to the surprise of the employers. 

In the course of the working class struggle the trade union 

cadres gave countless examples of courage and loyalty. 

Battling against them, the employers as well as using reprisals, 

are attempting to disintegrate their ranks. They have developed 

considerable activity trying to defect the production 

committees on to the path of class collaboration. 

Their attempts have not been entirely in vain. Because of 

insufficient guidance and control by trade union organisations 

some of their committees began to take up a policy of 

collaboration, much to the satisfaction of the employers. In 

plants where such facts came to light workers sharply criticised 

the position of their representatives on the production 

committees and in many instances, withdrew from the trade 

unions which had concealed or encouraged this policy which 

the workers regarded as a serious mistake. 

In view of such facts we decided to put the question to the 

mass of the people, calling on them to criticise and control their 

elected representatives. The results were quick and good. Many 

delegates who had formerly failed to go to their trade unions 

for advice or assistance, had ignored contact with the workers 

and failed to recognise their mistakes, began to realise the 

essence of these mistakes. Workers now discuss the work of 

their representatives and offer suggestions for improving it 

wherever necessary. In some cases they have even recalled 

their delegates. 

The employers who tried to carry out these operations 

under cover now see for themselves that their plans are ending 

in fiasco. They are now raising a hullabaloo and are accusing 

us of wanting to “bring the class struggle into the enterprises”. 

 

*** 

 

The present situation in France can be summarised as 
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follows: 

We are now witnessing a rapid sharpening of class 

contradictions. The growth of the working-class movement; 

increased class consciousness of the proletarian masses and 

conviction of the need for fundamental changes which would 

cover all sections of the people; the example of the steady 

advance of the U.S.S.R. and the People’s Democracies which 

the masses contrast to the reactionary development and chaos 

in our country—all this is causing alarm among ruling circles 

and infuriating them. 

French ruling circles are intensifying their policy of 

repression and violence. But the sole outcome of this policy is 

a sharpening of the class struggle and the strengthening of the 

ranks of the proletariat. The ruling circles are powerless to 

isolate the working class from the rest of the people. On the 

contrary, the ruling circles themselves are being isolated. This 

is the result of the profound dissatisfaction among the non-

proletarian sections of the population with the policy of 

France’s ruling circles. The working people who have been 

plundered, or threatened with plunder, are deeply alarmed at 

the Government’s aggressive and provocative foreign policy. 

Our greatest danger is that part of the trade union cadres 

are still lagging behind the mass movement. Our cadres still do 

not always know how to estimate events correctly. Some of the 

comrades regard the brutal, unlawful measures of the 

Government as the entrenchment of reaction and weakening of 

the democratic forces. 

They fail to see that the Government is resorting to 

violence precisely because it is no longer in a position to 

combat the growing resistance of the masses with the usual 

methods of bourgeois “democracy”. Such incorrect estimations 

result in an inability to adjust methods of struggle to new 

conditions, insufficient militancy of cadres, which is not in 

keeping with the determination of the working class to 
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intensify the struggle. 

We are striving to overcome this shortcoming without loss 

of time and our best support in achieving this object is the 

broad masses of the working people. 
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VITAL QUESTIONS OF THE TRADE UNION 
MOVEMENT IN POLAND. Edward Ochab, 

Chairman, Central Commission Polish 
Trade Unions  

 

The closing of the breach in the ranks of the Polish 

proletariat, the formation of the United Workers Party of 

Poland and the decisions of its first congress were of great 

importance to the working class of Poland. These 

developments place new, serious tasks before the workers’ 

organisations, and, consequently, before the trade unions which 

should be the strongest link between the Party and the masses, 

the Party’s right hand in the struggle for Socialism.  

The active membership of the trade unions has much to its 

credit in the struggle to unite the working class, in the struggle 

against the Right social democrats, and against the Right 

nationalist deviation. The trade unions helped to forge this 

unity and therefore it is natural that they were enthusiastic 

about the fusion of the two workers’ parties and the decisions 

of the Unity Congress. The enthusiasm of the working class 

was reflected in pre-Congress labour emulation. The trade 

unions played a major role in organising this movement which 

embraced thousands of workers in in the course of a few weeks 

and sent up production to the value of nearly 6 billion zloty in 

excess of the plan. 

This, however, does not mean that the organisation of 

labour emulation is entirely satisfactory or that there are no 

serious shortcomings in the ideological work of the trade 

unions. The Unity Congress raised the tasks of extending 

emulation much more widely, improving ideological work, 

intensifying the struggle against all survivals of social 

democracy in the unions, of raising the level of organisational 

work and of strengthening the day-to-day ties with the mass of 
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trade unionists.  

At its recent meeting the Central Commission of the 

Unions discussed a number of current problems of the Polish 

trade union movement and also the unity of the World 

Federation of Trade Unions.  

Poland’s trade unions have greatly increased their 

membership (nearly 3,500,000) and have grown stronger 

ideologically. But there is no doubt that survivals of 

opportunism and a narrow-minded outlook were very marked 

in the practical work of the unions. This was reflected in the 

incorrect attitude adopted by many trade union figures toward 

the class party of the working class. 

The meeting of the Unions’ Central Commission stressed 

that in the United Workers’ Party of Poland “the whole 

working class has received a new, powerful organisational 

force, whose authority and leading role are indisputable and 

recognised by all workers’ organisations.” 

The leading role of the United Workers’ Party in relation to 

the trade unions is not just an abstract formula. It is indicative 

of the actual situation achieved in Poland as a result of the long 

struggle to give the trade union movement a class character and 

to educate the working people in the spirit of Marxism-

Leninism. 

Our trade unions cover practically all the workers, who in 

their overwhelming majority regard the United Workers’ Party 

as their vanguard, leader and teacher.  

Proof of the mass confidence enjoyed by the United 

Workers’ Party is the fact that the majority of trade union 

members (about 75 per cent), elected democratically by secret 

ballot to various trade union bodies, are members of the United 

Workers’ Party. 

Both the Congress of the United Workers’ Party and the 

recent meeting of the Central Commission of Trade Unions 

warned against drawing incorrect, mechanical conclusions 
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from the new definition between the Party and trade unions in 

our conditions. All attempts to ignore non-Party trade union 

members or to push them into the background must be 

vigorously combated. The Central Commission of Trade 

Unions declared: 

“A consistent struggle must be waged against all 

manifestations of sectarianism, reflected in an incorrect attitude 

to the non-Party trade union members. The trade unions must 

be bolder in promoting to leading posts honest non-Party 

members who are devoted to the cause of the working class.” 

The fusion of the two workers’ parties did away with 

rivalry in the trade union movement and the competition for 

mandates and thus made it possible to bring forward non-Party 

trade unionists and eliminate mistakes in trade union work. For 

instance, non-Party members constituted only 5 per cent of the 

delegates to the metal workers’ congress. The meeting sharply 

criticised the sectarianism of the leadership of the metal 

workers’ union and drew the corresponding organisational 

conclusions. 

The Unity Congress of the workers’ parties also revealed 

another danger in the shape of attempts to dictate to the trade 

unions and violate the principles of trade union democracy. 

The Central Commission advised the trade union bodies to 

popularise Comrade Stalin’s statement which teaches us that: 

 “This does not mean, of course, that in non-Party 

organisations, trade unions, co-operative societies, etc., should 

be officially subordinated to the Party leadership. It only means 

that the members of the Party who belong to these 

organisations and are doubtless influential in them should do 

all they can to persuade these non-Party organisations to draw 

nearer to the Party of the proletariat in their work and to accept 

voluntarily its political guidance.” 

Basing themselves on the decisions of the Unity Congress, 

the Polish trade unions have every possibility of increasing 
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their prestige among the masses, strengthening in their position 

in the People’s Democracy and their role in the struggle for 

Socialism.  

The defeat of the Right social democrats and groups of 

Right national deviationists and the fusion of the workers’ 

parties on the basis of Marxism-Leninism have made it 

possible in trade union work to show the working class the 

perspective of socialist construction of a new and wider scale. 

Only recently many trade union functionaries were of the 

opinion that the perspectives of socialist construction should  

be soft-peddled. This was a manifestation of the influence of 

syndicalism and opportunism in the trade union movement. 

Today, trade union meetings discuss the perspectives of 

Socialism, the role of the trade unions as the schools of 

Socialism, the concrete tasks in laying the foundation of 

Socialism in Poland through the Six-Year Plan.  

The overwhelming majority of our trade union members 

enthusiasm welcomed the clear definition of the socialist aims 

of our work. This contributed to the continued, rapid 

development of labour emulation. 

Labour emulation in Poland today is a powerful mass 

movement in which nearly 600,000 workers are taking part. It 

should be noted that this emulation takes the form of 

competition between brigades, workshops and so on, as distinct 

from individual emulation, as was the case a year ago. New 

forms of emulation are being developed not only to surpass the 

targets of the Plan but also to improve the quality of 

production. 

The trade unions are laying special stress on developing 

emulation to economise raw materials, fuel, electric power and 

auxiliary materials, to operate machines and equipment 

rationally and to full capacity, to make the fullest use of labour 

power, to observe strict financial discipline and to combat all 

kinds of wastage. 
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On the initiative of the Central Commission of Trade 

Unions a nation-wide conference was held on March 20-21, 

attended by over 1,000 trade union and business executives. 

This conference outlined a number of concrete measures to 

carry out the Government’s decisions which put forward the 

bold and difficult task of economising 115 billon zloty in the 

national economy in 1949. The trade unions will play a leading 

role in the struggle to achieve this. 

The new wages system, introduced on January 1, has 

greatly influenced the growth of labour emulation. This system 

is based on new norms and is a big incentive in raising the 

productivity of labour, which in its turn leads to a further 

increase in earnings. This is apart from the basic increase in 

wages already achieved which now average 10 per cent more 

than last December. 

One of the main tasks of the trade unions this year will be 

to draw foremen and technical personnel at factories and 

mines, into labour emulation on a wider scale than hitherto, so 

as to make full use of the vast creative opportunities offered by 

this movement. The participation of the technical personnel in 

labour emulation cannot yet be regarded as satisfactory, 

although it is now being carried out on a considerable scale and 

has grown since last year. 

The development of labour emulation and the splendid 

production achievements of the workers (industrial output in 

1948 increased by one-third compared to 1947) met with a 

warm response throughout the country and strengthened the 

prestige and leading role of the working class among the 

people. The example of the workers is also influencing the 

non-proletarian sections of the people, especially the peasantry. 

The trade unions consider it their duty to help the peasants who 

are promoting emulation in the countryside (for a high crop 

yield, rapid development of cattle breeding, etc.). The workers 

of more than 400 big factories have become patrons of rural 
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machine-tractor depots. 

Among the important problems of the Polish trade union 

movement is the question of improving style in the work of the 

unions, and in trade union propaganda. In our mass work 

emphasis must be placed on the outstanding gains of the Polish 

proletariat—the increase in average earnings exceeding the pre-

war level, the extension of social legislation, the introduction 

of family social insurance (unknown in pre-war Poland), the 

organisation of workers’ holidays (in 1948 approximately 

350,000 factory and office workers were sent to rest homes, in 

1949 it is planned to send 500,000). 

A militant spirit in trade union work, a study of the 

achievements of the fraternal trade union organisations, of the 

methods and style in work of the Soviet trade unions, a bold 

application of the Leninist weapon of criticism and self-

criticism—all this will help the Polish trade unions to carry out 

their great role in the struggle to fulfil the economic plan and 

raise the wellbeing of the people, to strengthen the might of 

workers’ and peasants’ Poland, in the struggle for peace and 

Socialism. 
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SINHUA AGENCY REPORT  
 

According to the Sinhua Agency, the Central Committee of 

the Communist Party of China has reached the following 

decision concerning peace negotiations with the Kuomintang 

Government: 

I. Negotiations to begin on April 1. 2. negotiations to be 

held in Peiping. 3. Negotiations with the Nanking delegation 

wilt be conducted by the Communist Party delegation headed 

by Chou En-lai. The negotiations will follow the lines of the 

statement made by Mao Tse-tung on January 14, and in line 

with the conditions announced in this statement as a basis for 

negotiations between the parties. 4. This decision to be 

broadcast to enable the Nanking Government to send its 

delegation in time to the afore-mentioned place. For the 

purpose of facilitating the negotiations the delegation should 

bring with it the necessary materials concerning the eight 

points, which have been advanced. 
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PATRIOTIC MOVEMENT IN HONOUR OF  
CZECHOSLOVAK COMMUNIST PARTY 

CONGRESS 
 

The working people of Czechoslovakia are getting ready to 

honour in fitting manner the Ninth Congress of the Communist 

Party which will open in Prague on May 25. 

Industrial workers are improving labour productivity and 

are campaigning for economy with raw materials and funds. 

Also taking part in the Congress preparations are rural workers 

who are striving to exceed the planned quantity of deliveries to 

the State. Daily press reports show how the working people in 

the countryside are fulfilling their obligations. 

The Congress campaign has developed into a countrywide 

patriotic movement, by means of which the working people are 

expressing their attitude to the system of People’s Democracy. 

The success attending the campaign is striking testimony to 

the confidence enjoyed by the Party among the broad masses of 

the people—striking testimony to its close contact with the 

masses. 
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NATIONAL CONGRESS IN DEFENCE OF 
PEACE IN BRAZIL 

 

A national Peace Congress will open in Rio de Janeiro, 

Brazil on April 9. The Congress has been organised by the 

Brazilian National Council for Defence of Peace and Culture. 

Nearly 100 public figures prominent in politics, science. 

literature and art have signed the manifesto outlining the alms 

of the Congress. 
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PROTEST MEETING AGAINST RACIAL 
OPPRESSION IN SOUTH AFRICA 

 

A protest meeting against the growing racial oppression in 

South Africa took place in London on March 25. Paul 

Robeson, the Reverend Michael Scott, Mr. Dadu President of 

the Transvaal Indian Congress, were among those who 

addressed the gathering. 

The meeting adopted a resolution which denounced the 

brutal racial oppression of 9 million Indian and other coloured 

nationalities by the Malan Government. 
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PEOPLE’S MASSES OF YUGOSLAVIA 
INTENSIFY RESISTANCE TO TRAITOR 

CLIQUE 
 

In the first days after the publication of the Resolution of 

the Information Bureau nearly 80 Communists were expelled 

from the Yugoslav Communist Party in Novi Sad. This fact 

was registered in the files of the Novi Sad Party Committee 

with the following note: “These people cannot be readmitted 

into the Party because they firmly support the Information 

Bureau Resolution.” 

Like many other members of our Party, I rejected the 

nationalistic stand of the treacherous clique of Tito, Kardelj, 

Djilas and Rankovic and opposed the policy of this gang of 

imperialist agents who have temporarily split Yugoslavia from 

the Soviet Union and the People’s Democracies, who have 

driven a wedge between the Communist Party of Yugoslavia 

and the Information Bureau, the Communist Party of the Soviet 

Union and the international working class movement.  

The Titoites began to persecute me, as they do all genuine 

Communists, all true champions of the democratic camp. After 

the UDB (Tito security police) had been unable to stop the 

Pancevo regional Party organisation electing me delegate to the 

Fifth Party Congress, the Tito clique decided to put me behind 

bars. According to the laws of the Federative Peoples Republic 

of Yugoslavia, they had no right to arrest me as I am a deputy 

of the Skupshtina: but nowadays the law is not enforced in 

Yugoslavia. With great difficulty I managed to escape from 

Rankovic’s spies and the torture which they call “persuasive 

methods.” In their language murder is described as the “cure”. 

I have many proofs of the Titoites terror and lawlessness, 

but I will mention only a few concerning the Novi Sad area. 

For example, Obrad Dobanoviciki, member of the Party since 
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1941 and an active fighter against the German fascist 

occupation, is missing. Nothing is known about the fate of this 

fearless and popular comrade except that he was persecuted by 

the Rankovic janissaries. Other Communists arrested are Istvan 

Dobos, an industrial delegate of the Executive Committee of 

the Voevodina Autonomous Area (CECVAA); Grga Lulic, an 

old Party member and transport delegate of the CECVAA; Bisa 

Branovic, director of the personnel department of the people’s 

education board: Dushanka Novakov, Party member since 

1943, member of the CECVAA Party organisation; Gain 

Milan, deputy trade delegate of the CECVAA. Among those 

arrested are also two responsible worker of the CECVAA, 

several leaders of the People’s Front and the Anti-Fascist 

Women’s Front. These comrades were imprisoned only 

because they opposed the treacherous policy of the Tito clique. 

Jica Kek, editor of the newspaper “Magyar Szo” was 

arrested because he refused to sign a declaration that 

Information Bureau supporters wore not persecuted. 

The families of those who have been arrested are also 

being persecuted. My family, for example, was thrown out onto 

the street after  had gone underground. 

Terrorist threats at Party meetings became a matter of 

course. In a speech to the Party organisation of the Voevodina 

State Control Commission last November, Isa Iovanovic, 

Central Committee member, openly threatened to “behead 

those who defend the Information Bureau Resolution.” But his 

threat in no way improved the position of the nationalist  clique 

in Voevodina. 

The threats of the traitors have not Intimidated the peoples 

of Yugoslavia. Party members and workers are abandoning the 

treacherous leadership on an increasing scale. Party and trade 

union meetings are postponed or are attended by very small 

numbers. At the first open meeting of the Novi Sad Party 

organisation of railway workers there were only 30 people 
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although there are 700 workers in the depot and 70 Party 

members. 

Meetings of the People’s Front in the district are either 

held with very small  attendance, or are postponed. An open 

meeting to hear a member of the local Party committee report 

on “The results and significance of the Five-Year Plan” was 

twice postponed for lack of an audience. 

The Titoites—traitors to the Yugoslav peoples and the 

international revolutionary movement—are coming out with 

slanderous insinuations against the Soviet Union, the people’s 

democracies and the leaders of the Communist and Workers’ 

Parties. For example, Vidic, Secretary of the Party committee, 

speaking to a meeting of Novi Sad branch secretaries, and Isa  

Iovanovic, speaking at the plenum of the Voevodina People’s 

Front spread all kinds of lies on the lines of Hitler 

propagandists. But the people deride the Titoites saying: “Since 

they invented so many cock and bull stories about Djuiovic and 

Hebrang, they have certainly invented them about other people 

too.” The Tito propagandists are having a difficult time. They 

even had to ban Chaplin’s film, “The Great Dictator” because 

the audiences tended to find a resemblance between the dictator 

and Tito. 

But in spite of the fascist terror methods in our country, the 

number of honest people who are ready to fight to bring the 

Yugoslav Communist Party back onto the path of 

internationalism is steadily growing. 

I have spoken to many Party functionaries and Civil 

Servants. I know that the Tito clique has prepared everything to 

make the Party’s struggle against their treacherous leadership 

more difficult. The Titoites’ May recruitment drive (the people 

have dubbed it “the “spring Party cross-country race”) brought 

the Voevodina Party membership up from 30,000 to 50,000. 

The Party now has in its ranks many petty-bourgeois careerists, 

kulaks, avowed nationalists and former Chetniks, all ready to 
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kneel at the feet of Tito, to spy on old Party members and to 

disrupt their struggle against the internationalist clique.” 

But even among the new Party members there are many 

more people who are aware of the odious role the traitors are 

preparing for them. The majority of new Party members remain 

faithful to the internationalist traditions of the Yugoslav 

Communist Party, to the united socialist front, the Communist 

Party of the Soviet Union (Bolsheviks) and the great Stalin. 

The Tito clique realises this, and is enrolling new 

“members” and “candidate members” from among elements 

hostile to the working class, people who are not only ready to 

fight those loyal to Marxism, but who welcome and support 

Tito’s treacherous policy. 

However, the plans of the traitors are destined to fail. The 

Yugoslav peoples are intensifying their struggle against the 

imperialist mercenaries—Tito, Kardelj, Djilas, Rankovic and 

their lackeys. Under the leadership of genuine Communists, the 

Yugoslav people will rid themselves of this clique and will 

bring their country back into the family of peace-loving 

peoples led by the Soviet Union. 

 

Dushko Novakov  

Member of the Communist Party of Yugoslavia, 

since 1940, decorated with the 1941 partisan medal, 

Deputy of the Skupshtina of the Federative People’s 

Republic of Yugoslavia, the Skupshtinas of Serbia 

and Voevodina 
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FRANCO TERROR WILL NOT BREAK 
SPANISH PEOPLE’S WILL TO FIGHT. 

Fernando Claudin, Member, Political 
Bureau, Communist Party of Spain 

 

Ten years ago, at the end, of March 1939, the Spanish 

Republic was forced to cease its resistance to the Franco troops 

and the forces of intervention. To the million war dead were 

added thousands of new victims, murdered by the Falange 

executioners. 

But neither prison nor death could crush the people’s love 

of freedom. They refused to bow their heads. Resistance 

continued. Speaking at Burgos in October 1946, Franco 

himself was compelled to admit: “We thought our movement 

would help us to win peace, but as you see for yourselves, we 

have already been waging war for ten years.  

The defeat of Hitler Germany gave the people great hopes 

of speedy liberation and brought fear and despondency to the 

Franco hangmen. But before long it became clear that the role 

of Hitler protectors of the Franco regime had merely been 

taken over by another set of patrons equally interested in 

maintaining this nest of fascism in Southwest Europe. 

Franco propaganda is again calling for the extermination of 

the Communists—all democrats and Republicans are termed 

“Communists”—thus hoping to curry favour with Washington. 

For its own part American imperialism is doing everything to 

encourage the Franco butchers. During his recent visit to Spain, 

Mr. Shaffer of the United States House of Representatives 

declared that the best aid that could be given to the Spaniards 

would be to continue to fight Communism. 

Encouraged by the increasing support of American 

imperialism and its European hirelings, Franco has intensified 

his reign of terror during the past few years in an attempt to 
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crush the growing opposition movement.  

At the beginning of 1947 the Civil Guard—a special 

punitive corps constituting one fourth of the army—was 

ordered to fire without warning at any “suspicious person.” A 

little later a secret circular from the Central Security Office 

instructed district police chiefs to give their subordinates the 

following order: “Prisoners are not to be taken, unless 

witnesses are present, or in circumstances where the facts may 

become public and may be used by our enemies.” 

In April 1947 a special law was issued whereby all 

activities against the Franco regime are punishable by death. 

This barbarous regime of terror has had tragic results. 

According to incomplete figures, between January 1948 and 

February 1949, 80 people were shot, and 578 anti-fascists 

(mostly peasants, suspected of helping partisans) murdered 

without trial, under the order “shoot without warning.” 

In districts where partisan detachments are operating the 

Franco men behave as though they were on enemy territory, 

setting forests alight, and driving peasants out of their homes 

which they then burn. The Franco gang makes wide use of 

provocateur “counter-groups”, that is, pseudo-partisan 

detachments of Civil Guard men and picked Falangists. These 

gangs plunder and murder peasants in order to discredit the 

partisans and break down their mass support—the source of 

their strength. In district centres there are special schools where 

former Gestapo agents and betrayers of the working class train 

provocateurs to be sent into the underground resistance 

organisations. 

According to the testimony of some of these bandits 

captured by partisans, American “experts” guide the work of  

these schools and in many cases personally help to plan the 

operations of Franco spies.  

A hundred and twenty thousand people, 20,000 of them 

women, are in the prisons where brutality, and hunger prevail. 
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Many prisoners are suffering from tuberculosis; there is no 

medical attention. Throughout Spain those arrested are vilely 

tortured and beaten to death in the barracks of the Civil Guard 

and police commissariats. “Scientific” methods are used in 

specially equipped torture chambers in Madrid, Barcelona, 

Bilbao and other cities. In a letter to his wife which he 

managed to smuggle out of the Corunna prison just before his 

death, the heroic Communist leader Gomez Galloso wrote: 

“There are no words to describe what they have done to me and 

Seoane. All I can say is—better die a thousand deaths than 

suffer as we have suffered. When I left the barracks on 

September 1, I was a bag of bones. At the time of my arrest my 

weight was 73 kilograms: now it is 48. My intestines have been 

crushed and I suffer from continual haemorrhage of the lungs. 

It is only with the greatest difficulty that I can hold a pen in my 

hand.” Galloso’s suffering is nothing unusual. It is the fate of 

hundreds of anti-Franco fighters who get into the clutches of 

the Falange beasts. 

This brutal terror is a striking revelation of the 

powerlessness of Franco’s regime. 

Its leaders know better than anybody that despite their 

terror the democratic movement in the country is steadily 

gaining strength. 

Partisan detachments are repulsing the barbarous punitive 

expeditions. They are building themselves up and are winning 

more and more solid support among the peasants. The working 

class is sabotaging production and holding up output. At the 

same time the workers, guided by the Communists, are 

beginning to use the official Falange trade unions to fight for 

their demands. 

Criticism of the Franco regime is now the most popular 

form of opposition practised by the overwhelming majority of 

the people. This criticism, which has overcome the fear of 

reprisals, has become widespread. It can be heard in the streets, 
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in public places and working-class centres. The Spanish press 

cannot hide this fact. American correspondents have been 

compelled to admit that the overwhelming majority of the 

people criticise the Franco regime quite openly. 

In its issue of December 20, 1948 “The Times” carried a 

despatch from Spain reporting that criticism could be heard 

everywhere and was remarkably outspoken. “The New York 

Times” of December 10, 1948 published a letter from a visitor 

to Spain who wrote that he saw a country sharply divided into 

the minority of the extreme Right and the overwhelming 

majority of the extreme Left. 

In this situation the underground organisation of the 

Communist Party is consolidating its ranks. Despite the fierce 

terror, it is extending its ties with the mass of the people. It is 

doing everything to raise the political consciousness of the 

working class and the people as a whole and to unite and 

organise their forces for the overthrow of the Franco regime. 

During recent weeks the Franco-Government has used the 

Madrid-Barcelona train wreck as a pretext for intensifying the 

terror. On February 14 the newspapers and radio 

simultaneously made the official announcement that the 

Communists were responsible for the smash!  

Immediately after this blatant falsehood had been 

published, the press and radio started a campaign demanding 

ruthless reprisals and the destruction of all enemies of the 

regime, especially, of course, the Communists. After the way 

had been prepared psychologically, four courageous 

Communists were shot in Barcelona-Carrero, Valverde, 

Puigdemunt and Mestres—who had been sentenced to death 

four months earlier. 

A hasty trial was held in the prison of Ocana where the 

well-known trade union leader, Jose Satue, was sentenced to 

death. The selfless fighters, Mallo and Lopez Castro, sentenced 

to death in Seville on charges of reorganising the Communist 
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Party in Andalusia, are in grave danger. In Saragossa, they are 

planning to murder Emilio Bustuera, who has been charged 

with reorganising the Communist Party in Aragon. In Bilbao, 

Saturnino Lopez and other anti-fascists have been sentenced to 

death. In Madrid three anti-fascists have just been sentenced to 

death by  court martial. All over the country the homes of 

“suspicious persons” are being raided. In the prisons 

outstanding Communists and anti-fascists are being picked out 

for court martial. 

Hundreds of selfless fighters of the Spanish people will be 

murdered unless the democratic forces of the world act to save 

them. 

The republican and workers’ parties of Spain have sent a 

telegram to the United Nations demanding immediate measures 

to force the Franco Government to stop the savage campaign of 

terror and to save the lives of the victims. It has been signed by 

the following parties: the Republican Union (party of the 

President in exile, Martinez Barrios); the Left Republican Party 

(party of the Prime Minister of the Government in exile, 

Alvaro de Albornoz); the Left Republican Party of Catalonia; 

the Republican Federal Party; the Socialist Workers’ Party of 

Spain (the section opposed to Prieto’s Right group of 

capitulators); the General Workers’ Union; the United Socialist 

Party of Catalonia and the Communist Party of Spain. 

Their call voices the opinion of the overwhelming majority 

of democratic forces in Spain and should be vigorously 

supported by all democratic forces fighting for peace and 

democracy and against the instigators of war. 

The new wave of terror unleashed by Franco against the 

democratic opposition, in Spain is closely linked with 

preparations to turn Spain into a strategic, military and political 

base of the imperialist camp. The Americans are demanding 

that Franco should “change the facade” of Spain, making it 

possible to present her as a “democracy” and thus enable her to 
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join the Mediterranean and Atlantic pacts officially and to 

become a member of the United Nations. To this end if is 

planned to restore the monarchy with the collaboration of the 

Right socialist and anarchist leaders who have placed 

themselves of the service of imperialists and Spanish reaction. 

Along with “political” preparations to openly include Spain 

in the American orbit, military preparations are proceeding 

apace. A plan, agreed on long ago to build aerodromes, 

reconstruct ports, build military roads, fortify the Pyrenees and 

exploit uranium deposits, is now being put into effect under the 

supervision of a representative of the U.S. General Staff. But it 

is not only bases and strategic raw materials that the Franco 

Government is placing at the disposal of Wall Street. It is also 

offering millions of soldiers as cannon fodder for war against 

the U.S.S.R. However, the attitude of the broad masses of all 

the preparations is greatly alarming the Falange leaders. 

With every passing day the people of Spain see more 

clearly that the Soviet Union and the forces of the democratic 

camp are the steadfast defenders of Spanish democracy and the 

guarantee of Spain’s future liberation, while the Anglo-

American imperialists openly support the Franco regime. Last 

October the Political Bureau of the Spanish Communist Party 

declared that “the Spanish people will never take up arms 

against the Soviet Union and called upon all Spanish patriots to 

fight the war preparations Franco is making at the dictate of his 

American masters. Since then the Communist Party 

organisations have intensified their agitation in this direction. 

Today, when fascism supported and inspired by American 

imperialism and its European lackeys is venting its fury on 

Spanish democracy and its heroic vanguard, the Communist 

Party, ever wider sections of the Spanish people are joining the 

ranks of the active fighters against the Franco regime, against 

the instigators of a new war and for the freedom and 

independence of Spain. The Spanish democrats are confident 
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that the workers and progressive organisations at Europe and 

America, following the example of the Soviet Union and the 

New Democracies, will loudly voice their protest against the 

policy of those governments which are encouraging the 

criminal Franco terror. 
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STRUGGLE OF THE GREEK PEOPLE 
AGAINST IMPERIALIST AGGRESSION. M. 

Partsalidis 
 

The recent Fifth Plenum of the Central Committee of the 

Communist Party of Greece, analysing the situation in the 

country and defining the tasks of the people in the struggle to 

liberate Greece completely from the Anglo-American 

intervention armies, pointed out that though in 1948 the 

Democratic Army wrecked the enemy’s plans, it was 

nevertheless unable to achieve completely its own strategic 

aims. We had the possibilities for achieving these aims. 

Hundreds of thousands of patriots in the mountains and 

occupied areas support the Democratic Army and are prepared 

to join it. But we were unsuccessful in overcoming the 

obstacles set up by the enemy (blockade of towns, terror and 

mass exile), nor did we make it possible for the thousands of 

new fighters to join the Democratic Army. This is why our 

Army did not quite succeed in reaching its principal strategic 

goal in 1948. 

The Central Committee declared: “The fate of monarcho-

fascism and the American interventionists in Greece now, in 

1949, entirely depends on the military successes of the 

Democratic Army, on the insurrectionary struggle of the 

population, on resolutely and steadfastly pursuing our policy of 

fraternity, unity and peace. There can be an end to the suffering 

of the people in 1949, and Greece can win her freedom if all 

patriots, both men and women, discharge their duty to the 

people and the country.” 

In September 1947, on orders from the United States 

Ambassador, Greek reaction formed a government of 

monarchists and neo-monarchists. It went to considerable 

trouble to influence certain sections of the people, boasting that 
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the Democratic Army would be smashed in 1948. The official 

U.S. representatives in Greece and the American press 

vigorously supported this claim and some middle class strata of 

the population believed it.  

But in fact, 1948 brought bitter disillusionment to the 

American imperialists end their Greek agents. Van Fleet and 

his mercenaries, the monarcho-fascists, not only failed to 

destroy the Democratic Army but suffered very heavy losses in 

the battle of Gramos. Their further defeats at Vitsi and 

Peloponnesus, and the Democratic Army’s attacks on city 

garrisons undermined the monarcho-fascist army’s morale, 

which was never very high, as the monarcho-fascists 

themselves admitted. General Venderis, inspector general of 

the monarcho-fascist army wrote in an order of the day: “The 

army’s fighting capacity, ability to resist, the stamina and 

endurance of the units is average the offensive capacity of 

infantry units, is below the average. As a rule they lack the 

necessary enthusiasm. Discipline is poor, during the past two 

months the units of the Second and Third Army Corps and of 

the High Command of Central Greece have suffered serious 

defeat is (Karditsa-Naussa-Karpenissi) which have affected the 

morale of the army as a whole.” 

This order of the day was signed by Venderis immediately 

after the boastful announcements by the monarcho-fascists 

about the “decisive successes” they pretended to have won at 

Florina. 

Neither does the country’s economic situation help to raise 

the prestige of the foreign occupation troops and their Greek 

hirelings. According to bourgeois economists the general 

volume of production in monarcho-fascist Greece is no more 

than 60-65 per cent of pre-war. According to official statistics 

agricultural production dropped by 10-15 per cent in 1948 

compared with 1947, but the true figure is much higher. 

In its issue of February 6, 1949, even the Government 
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paper “Vima” admitted the serious situation in industry. It said: 

“The output of the mining industry has dropped considerably. 

Its index (compared with the pre-war period) dropped to 25 in 

October, 23 in November and 15 in December 1948. This 

means that in the course of one month the output of the mining 

industry decreased by 35 per cent.” 

Unemployment is increasing. Labour Exchange reports 

show that there were 109,000 registered unemployed in March 

1948 and 120,000 in September. Here, again, the true figure is 

much higher. 

Taxes, the main brunt of which is shouldered by the mass 

of the people, have grown enormously. The national income 

has dropped by about 30 per cent. Here it should be noted that 

even before the war the national income per capita of the 

population was one of the lowest, if not the lowest, in Europe 

and was approximately the same as that of colonial countries. 

The cost of living is steadily increasing. In December 1947 the 

price level was 30 per cent higher than in December 1946; in 

December 1948 it was 30 per cent above the 1947 figure. But 

the earnings of factory and office workers remain unchanged. 

Foreign employers in Greece are intensifying their 

exploitation of the working people. On February 6, 1949, 

“Vima” wrote: “According to our information the absolute 

majority of the members of the Economic Commission 

recognise the need for introducing collective agreements and  

fixing prices for raisins which would at least cover the cost of 

production. But this point of view has been waived by 

American experts who are of the opinion that wages must be 

kept at a low level.” 

In answer to this policy of plunder and ruin, pursued by the 

American imperialists and their monarcho-fascist puppets, the 

people in the towns intensified their resistance. The workers 

are beginning to realise that the heroic operations of the 

Democratic Army have placed their class enemy in a difficult 
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position. they see that the strike movement is ham-stringing 

monarcho-fascism. The trade union “leaders” appointed by the 

monarcho-fascists are powerless to stop the strike movement 

from growing. Not only industrial workers, but also office 

workers, handicraftsmen and professional workers are going on 

strike. The recent Athens strike against tax increases was 

banned by the military governor who threatened to arrest the 

strikers and court martial them. But the strikers were not to be 

intimidated. In their manifesto they declared that the people 

who had destroyed German machine-guns and tanks during the 

war were not of the breed that could be intimidated now. 

Unrest is spreading among the peasants who have been 

forcibly evacuated from their villages by the monarcho-fascist 

army. They have been herded into tents or simply thrown into 

open-air camps where, ill-clothed and ill-shod, they are dying 

from starvation and epidemics. The peasant masses of occupied 

Greece are beginning to move into action. They are demanding 

that prices received for agricultural products should at least 

correspond to their costs. The production cost of 400 grams of 

bread in 1948 fluctuated between 2,400 and 2,500 drachma, 

according to official data, while the official selling price for 

bread, fixed on the insistence of the Americans, was only 1,850 

drachma. 

There is a growing desire among all sections of the people 

for fraternisation and a democratic peace. It is now becoming 

more and more clear to part of the vacillating middle classes 

which formerly supported monarcho-fascism that the 

Democratic Army enjoys wide support. The slogan calling for 

fraternisation—such a dangerous threat to Greece’s American 

rulers—is beginning to gain ground among monarchist soldiers 

and the National Guard and even among officers. In his first 

order of the day the illegitimate Son of King Constantine, 

recently appointed commander-in-chief of the monarcho- 

fascist army, threatened to apply draconic measures against 
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anyone who supported peace and unity. 

The wave of unbridled terror in occupied Greece, 

especially in the towns, reflects the fear of the foreign and 

internal enemies faced with the growing resistance of the 

Greek people. With the help of this terror the American 

imperialists are trying to crush the people’s will to fight for 

their freedom. 

But recent events show that the balance of forces in Greece 

is changing more and more in favour of the democratic 

people’s camp. These events confirm the correctness of the 

decisions of the Fifth Plenum of the Central Committee of the 

Communist Party, and the perspectives of struggle it outlined. 

Given certain conditions, 1949 can become the decisive year 

for the victory of democracy in Greece. 

 “During 1948,” stated the Plenum resolution, “we were 

able to strengthen the armed struggle of the Democratic Army 

in the towns, and especially in Salonika, Volos, Florina and 

Kozani. We must vigorously develop our activity in this 

direction and resolutely reorganise our work among the 

population and all mass organisations in the towns. 

“Starting with minor questions and the most simple forms 

of struggle we must draw ever broader sections of the masses 

and middle classes into the fight for bread and higher wages, 

against the high cost of living and taxes. We must all the time 

intensify this mass struggle and link it up with the armed 

struggle in the towns and behind the enemy lines on all his 

vulnerable sections. We must widely develop this fighting front 

and make it a third war front, so that it becomes a decisive 

factor leading to our victory.” 

True, our work in occupied Greece is faced with many and 

serious difficulties. The monarcho-fascists have turned the 

towns into virtual concentration camps. The fighters for 

freedom and democracy arrested by them are vilely tortured. 

Not a day passes, without reports about Communists 
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“committing suicide” in their cells; but these cases are 

insignificant compared with the large number of people 

tortured to death on the instructions of the British officer, 

Wickham. There is also an increase in the number of death 

sentences passed at courts martial.  

In Greece today there is the clash of two worlds, the world 

of collaborators, war criminals of the first occupation and 

quislings of the second occupation, and the world of national 

resistance. The oligarchy of the Canellopoulos and Bodossakis 

plutocrats waxing rich on the unrestricted exploitation of the 

people, smuggling, plunder and embezzlement, are at war with 

the working people of town and countryside. 

And no matter how difficult the conditions of struggle, the 

mass of the people are more than ever confident that the path of 

armed resistance is the only path leading to the freedom and 

independence of Greece find her people. And this confidence is 

the guarantee of victory. 
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NETHERLANDS WORKERS DENOUNCE 
WAR PREPARATIONS 

 

Factory workers employed in enterprises in Amsterdam 

and other towns have addressed the Netherlands War Minister 

with a demand that the preparations for war be stopped. The 

employees of the “Venko” sugar refinery stated in their letter: 

“We are gravely alarmed at the steady advance bf our 

Government along the path leading to war, which brings untold 

suffering to the people. We have had enough of war, and we 

shall never take to arms against other peoples,  nor shall we 

allow our fathers, brothers and sons to take to arms.” 
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THE LABOUR GOVERNMENT IN THE 
SERVICE OF IMPERIALISM. Harry Pollitt, 
General Secretary, Communist Party of 

Britain 
 

One of the false legends about Britain’s Labour 

Government is that the “Socialism which we now enjoy in 

Britain” has not only ended capitalism, but imperialism as well. 

This is perhaps best expressed in the boastful speech of Mr. 

Attlee, Labour Prime Minister, when at the end of 1947 he 

stated: 

“If there is imperialism in the world today, by which I 

mean the subjection of other peoples by the political and 

economic domination of a powerful nation, it is certainly not to 

be found in the British Commonwealth.” 

Never was there a greater distortion of the truth. 

Attlee’s Labour Government is continuing the old policy of 

British imperialism expressed in the slogan “Divide and Rule”. 

In India and Burma, where it has been forced to make certain 

concessions to the national independence movement, it has 

enlisted the support of the native bourgeoisie and landlords 

against the demands of the peoples. India under Nehru is being 

transformed into the centre from which British imperialist 

policy is supported throughout South East, Asia, particularly in 

the drive against Communism. 

At this very moment, moreover, the Labour Government is 

engaged in an all-out colonial war in Malaya; and after 

resorting to every form of imperialist provocation in Palestine 

to prevent a settlement there, it now abstains from voting that 

Israel should be admitted to membership of the United Nations 

Organisation, and continues its criminal policy in Transjordan. 

It intensifies its imperialist intrigues throughout the Middle 

East, and is at present actively engaged in a vast exploitation of 
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the resources of the African continent. 

The British working class is saddled with a series of 

expensive imperialist adventures, colonial wars and military 

commitments. On March 3rd Mr. Alexander, Minister of 

Defence, told Parliament: 

“We envisage an expenditure of just under £760 millions 

on defence in 1949-50 as compared with £692 millions a year 

ago. The real increase is, however, greater.” 

A conservative estimate of the minimum cost of British 

overseas armed forces for the financial year 1949-50, is £107 

millions. 

Now where have these troops been stationed by the Labour 

Government which claims to have “abolished imperialism”? 

According to official reports there are British military 

bases at Aden, Akaba, Bermuda, British Honduras, Cyprus, 

Cyrenaica, East Africa, Canal Zone of Egypt, Eritrea, 

Gibraltar, Greece, Hongkong, Jamaica, Malaya, Malta, 

Singapore, Somaliland, Sudan, Tripolitania. There are also 

garrison troops in Nigeria and on the Gold Coast of Africa. 

Special military arrangements exist between the Labour 

Government and the Governments of India, Pakistan and 

Burma. There are still British officers serving in India and 

Pakistan; under an agreement with Burma, only British troops 

may enter that country. 

Then the Royal Navy and the Royal Air Force have 

numerous bases in other parts of the Empire. 

This vast apparatus of imperialist exploitation and 

oppression with its shameful waste of manpower and material 

is an immense drag on British economy and weighs heavily on 

the working class. 

Yet Labour spokesmen and the “Daily Herald” in 

particular, come out as more ardent defenders of the Empire 

than Churchill’s Tories. The Labour leaders cover up their 

imperialist policy with talk about “solicitude for the welfare of 
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backward peoples”. And indeed, some recent statements give 

the impression that this may be one of the main points on 

which the Labour Government will fight at the next General 

Election. 

Official Labour propaganda recently boasted that the 

economic memorandum submitted to the Organisation of 

European Economic Co-operation as “Britain’s Four Year 

Plan” would solve the problems now facing this country. 

This memorandum does not contain a single hope of better 

living standards for the workers. Its central feature reveals the 

naked imperialist aims of the Labour Government which 

embody an attempt to “solve” Britain’s economic crisis by 

means of enormously increased exploitation of the colonial 

peoples. 

The real reason for the British war against the Malayan 

people is that tin and rubber are regarded as the most important 

dollar earning commodities. 

It is officially admitted that this war is costing the British 

people no less than £31,500 per day, and there is an increasing 

despondency in the journals of the capitalist class, in relation to 

its final outcome. Imperialist hopes of a quick end to the 

Malayan people’s fight have received sharp setbacks in the last 

month. 

The London Observer of January 23rd commented:— 

“progress is slow… the campaign is less successful 

than official statements claim.” 

The Straits Times of January 21st, stated:— 

“the countryside is more unsettled… the campaign is 

not making the progress it should.” 

The most dastardly measures have been taken by the 

Labour Government to intimidate the people of Malaya. British 

military authorities have admitted destruction of towns and 

villages as reprisals for “lack of cooperation”. On August, 2nd, 

Bakri Road Village was destroyed; on August 10th Pulai; 
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October 12th Po Lee Sen; November 2nd Kachau and Batang 

Kali. Sometimes reprisals have taken the form of burning 

groups of houses. Most notable instances are the destruction on 

September 23rd of 80 houses in the Lee Hook mining area; 80 

houses in Batu Arang (September 24th); 100 peasant huts in 

Sungei Siput (October 16th). December saw increased aerial 

strafing and even shelling from the sea. 

Such is the “socialist policy of Bevin and Attlee in Malaya 

where “imperialism has been ended.” 

However, so far the schemes of the Labour Government to 

solve the crisis of British imperialism at the expense of the 

colonial peoples and the British working class, have not met 

with any great success. 

It is in fact clear that the whole programme outlined in the 

O.E.E.C. Memorandum is doomed to failure. First because of 

the increased resistance of the colonial peoples to the Labour 

Government’s plans, which inevitably lead to increased 

exploitation and oppression. Second, because the enormous 

military expenditure directed to crushing this resistance 

imposes such impossible burdens on British economy and so 

adversely affects the standards of the workers that they will in 

turn organise increasingly strong opposition to the whole 

policy of the Labour Government. Third, because this policy 

inevitably leads to an increased subordination to the even more 

powerful American imperialism and an intensification of the 

already considerable American drive into the British colonies 

and American pressure for a reduction of the British workers’ 

standards and for slowing down nationalisation and social 

services—all of which result in a still greater loss of British. 

independence. 

Under the conditions of the Marshall Plan, U.S. big 

business is given the right to invest capital in the British 

Empire and to receive all the facilities it requires for getting 

supplies of strategic raw materials to stockpile in the U.S. 
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While the Labour Government’s policy inevitably involves 

falling in with the general plan of the U.S. imperialists, the 

contradictions between these two countries, which are 

increasing rather than diminishing, give rise to continual 

conflicts over certain questions. Par example, in relation to the 

exploitation of the oil resources of the Middle East and the use 

of strategic military and air bases. While Bevin hopes to use 

the Arabs to maintain Britain’s position in the Middle East, the 

American imperialists calculate on increasing their influence 

by coming to an arrangement with the reactionary elements in 

Israel and thereby weakening Britain’s position. 

The bankruptcy of Bevin’s Palestine policy reflects the 

relative strength of the two imperialist countries and the 

inevitable failure of any attempt to maintain Britain’s position 

it! face of the American drive, that is not based on a complete 

break with imperialist policies. 

All these struggles for markets and areas of capital 

investment are of course dominated by the inexorable laws of 

capitalist economics. 

While capital developments are cut in Britain itself, British 

capital is finding its way to South Africa, Rhodesia and other 

territories. Barclays Bank alone reported, that in 1947 it made 

advances of over £70 million for enterprises in South Africa 

and Rhodesia. The big monopoly concern, Imperial Chemical 

Industries, supported by Labour Government finance, proposes 

to set up a factory at Mikindani and a new deep-water port 

which is being built in Tanganyika at a cost of £4 million. 

These are private capital investments, unashamed imperialist 

investments in this period when imperialism, according to 

Attlee, is supposed to be extinct. 

How do matters stand in that field where the Right Labour 

leaders so proudly boast of their superiority—in political 

democracy? 

The position of the African in the territory of South Africa 
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is notorious. No African can represent his people in Parliament; 

the Africans, forming the majority of the population, can be 

represented only by Europeans. 

Consider the new Kenya Legislative Council: of its 39 

members only two represent the four million African 

inhabitants, and they are nominated by the Government. 

In South and East Africa, the colour bar is found in its most 

revolting forms—the hut tax, poll tax and pass laws are used to 

compel the Africans to work in the mines and on the farms; 

real trade unions are banned and strikes against the appalling 

wages and conditions are suppressed with the utmost brutality. 

The growing strength of the genuine movement for 

national liberation in the colonial countries is one of the most 

striking facts of our time. The Burmese Government confesses 

that it is quite unable to control the situation in that country. A 

similar situation prevails in Indo-China, and the peoples of 

Indonesia are taking to guerrilla warfare against Dutch 

imperialism. The strength of the growing mass movement in 

India is reflected in the fact that the Nehru Government has 

Officially stated that it has 6,400 Communists in jail. 

We welcome the growing mass movements in all colonial 

and semi-colonial countries, both in their struggles against 

Brattish imperialism and against their native exploiters who are 

backed by British imperialism. 

We demand the withdrawal of all British forces and 

strategical bases from all colonial countries. 

There must be no return to the old privileged position of 

British imperialism, which worked against the interests of the 

working people of Britain and the British Empire. The way 

forward for the British and colonial people alike lies in ending 

imperialist rule once and for all, and in fraternal cooperation, 

based on the right of the self-determination for all peoples, 

accompanied by measures to make this right a reality.  

The British working class in its fight for power, which 
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demands a merciless class struggle against the Tories and the 

Right Labour leaders must be reminded again and again that 

those who are partners in the exploitation and oppression of 

others can never themselves be free. 

For the British worker the imperialism of the labour 

Government means lower standards of living for them and their 

families and the loss of the nation’s independence. 

All these great struggles demand the fullest support and 

expressions of solidarity from the British working class, for we 

are moving into a situation where we shall ourselves need the 

support and solidarity of workers in other lands—indeed our 

own dependence on international assistance will be as great as 

that of any workers in other capitalist countries. 

It is precisely because of this that it is necessary to fight 

against Deakin and others of his kind who, contrary to the 

wishes of the rank and file, took the British unions out of the 

World Federation of Trade Unions. The crimes of the Right 

Labour leaders should be known to the working people 

throughout the world. These crimes show the real face of the 

Right social democrats as the faithful servants of imperialism. 
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RUMANIAN TRADE UNIONS IN NEW 
PHASE. L. Chisinevschi, Vice Chairman, 

Rumanian General Confederation of 
Labour 

 

In conditions where the people’s democracy is successfully 

carrying out the functions of the dictatorship of the proletariat, 

the trade unions as the broadest organisation of the working 

class are playing “a fundamental role in the State enterprises 

which no longer belong to the exploiters but have become the 

property of the working people... It is the task of the trade 

unions to organise the efforts of the working class to raise the 

productivity of labour and carry out the State plan with the aim 

of laying the economic foundations of the socialist system and 

securing a better life for the working people, to defend the 

economic interests of the working masses in accordance with 

the needs of building Socialism and to work tirelessly to raise 

their material, political and cultural level.” (Resolution of the 

December meeting of the Central Committee, Rumanian 

Workers’ Party.) 

In the capitalist sector of our economy, covering small-

scale enterprises and kulak economy, the trade unions must 

vigilantly guard the rights of the workers, must fight 

exploitation and prevent the capitalist elements from 

sabotaging production. 

The working people of Rumania are tackling the job of the 

first State plan with great enthusiasm. 

Socialist emulation is the best way in which the trade 

unions can mobilise industrial and office workers and 

technicians to carry out the plan. The basis of this emulation is 

the pledges undertaken by individual workers. The next stage is 
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emulation between brigades, departments and enterprises. 

Although a great deal has still to be done to develop 

socialist emulation, it is already: becoming a mass movement.  

At the “Steagul Rosu” (“Red Banner”) car-building works 

in Brasov the organisation of an emulation movement was first 

discussed at a general trade union meeting. This was followed 

by discussion in the different departments. 

Big achievements have been scored by the oil workers of 

Prahova and the workers of a number of other enterprises who 

have overfulfilled the January and February plans. 

The results of socialist emulation organised by the trade 

unions in the textile industry are notable. In honour of 

International Women’s Day a large number of textile workers 

pledged themselves to exceed their existing targets, Two 

women weavers, Maria Andrei and Maria Cinca of the 

“Industria Bumbacului” factory in Bucharest, began to operate 

16 looms simultaneously, applying the methods of the Soviet 

textile Stakhanovites. 

Nor are civil servants lagging behind industrial workers. In 

various departments they have responded to the call of the 

employees of the Central Board of the Metallurgical Industry 

to economise funds. The drive to economise state funds has 

met with considerable success. 

An important task at the moment is to strengthen the 

agricultural trade unions. Since the large estates which had 

remained in the hands of the landlords after the 1945 agrarian 

reform have now become state property, the socialist sector of 

agriculture has expanded. This measure is an important weapon 

in the hands of the working class and working peasantry 

against the kulaks. The forthcoming second congress of the 

Agricultural Workers’ Union, will rally the land workers and 

the agricultural labourers of the State farms and machine-

tractor depots to the struggle for the socialist reorganisation of 

the countryside, for the fulfilment of the Plan. This congress 
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will also help to consolidate the lower bodies of the 

Agricultural Workers’ Union.  

On the initiative of the Rumanian Workers’ Party the 

General Confederation of Labour has adopted a number of 

measures to improve the conditions of the working people. 

These new measures relating to the wage system; collective 

agreements, and social insurance, are an incentive for higher 

labour productivity. 

The new wages system is based on payment in accordance 

with the quantity and quality of work done. It is the task of the 

trade unions to see to it that this system is properly applied. 

The trade unions are now concluding new collective 

agreements which reflect both the job facing the administration 

and workers in carrying out the state plan and also the new 

relations established between the workers and administrations 

of state enterprises—relations of cooperation and mutual 

assistance. The new collective agreements are being widely 

discussed at all enterprises. Workers and technical personnel 

are suggesting now to exceed the plan, make economies, cut 

wastage and so on. 

The collective agreements include workers’ pledges to 

fulfil the plan. They also include measures for workers’ 

protection and for their food supplies (organisation of auxiliary 

economies at big enterprises), and measures to ensure cultural 

and political education among the workers. It is the factory 

committees’ job to see that these collective agreements are 

carried out. 

The new social insurance organisation is of great 

importance to the working people of the Rumanian Republic. 

Formerly social insurance contributions were deducted from 

workers’ earnings. The huge bureaucratic apparatus, which 

swallowed 30 per cent of all social insurance funds, protected 

the interests of the employer and not of the worker. 

According to a recently adopted law, all social insurance 
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expenditure connected with medical service, pensions, and so 

on, in the socialist sector is covered by the state enterprises; 

and in the private sector by the small manufacturers and 

kulaks. Industrial workers, civil servants, engineers, 

technicians and agricultural workers are entitled to social 

insurance benefits free of charge. Trade union supervision of 

social insurance funds cuts down the bureaucratic apparatus to 

a minimum; social insurance officials are replaced by 

representatives who perform this work as a social duty. 

According to the new law, the trade unions must help to 

increase the number of nurseries and kindergartens and 

organise their members’ holidays. We plan to send nearly 

170,000 working people to health resorts and sanatoria this 

year. 

From the ranks of the trade unions are coming thousands of 

new workers of the state apparatus, for executive posts in 

enterprises and nationalised farms, as well as for cultural work. 

Thousands more are taking leading jobs in the unions. 

Elections for trade union representatives in factory shops 

and brigades, of trade union committees at factories and of 

central trade unions which began on February 10, are going on 

all over the country. Those who have taken the lead in the 

production drive, who are devoted to the cause of the working 

class, are being elected to these positions. Among them are 

Jude Petru, Orsari Juliu and Liudovic Popp who have been 

decorated with the Order of Labour and are famous in the 

country. 

The trade unions are working hard to raise the people’s 

political and cultural level, using the press and all kinds of 

propaganda. The central organ of the General Confederation of 

Labour, “Vjatsa Sindicala” (“Trade Union Life”) has, 3 daily 

circulation of 210,000 copies. The unions also publish the 

weeklies, “Muncitoarea”, for women workers, Bind 

“Sakservezeki Elet”, the Confederation’s organ in the 
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Hungarian language. 

A six month school attended by 100 members, six two-

month courses for 300 students and hundreds of evening 

courses are preparing new cadres for the trade union bodies. 

There are 3,598 trade union libraries in the country, practically 

every enterprise has its amateur art circles, wall newspapers 

and so on. As pointed out in the resolution of the December 

meeting of the Central Committee of the Rumanian Workers’ 

Party, the educational work of the trade unions aims to “deepen 

the class consciousness of the workers, combat prejudices and 

bourgeois survivals in the minds of the workers, and especially 

to combat nationalistic, chauvinistic and anti-Semitic 

manifestations and to educate the workers in the spirit of 

patriotism  and  internationalism, in the spirit of class struggle 

against the exploiters and their fascist reactionary hirelings.” 

The trade unions of Rumania are putting into effect the 

militant policy outlined the Workers’ Party, the policy of 

building Socialism in our country and strengthening the world 

front of democracy and Socialism. 
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THE CANTONAL ELECTIONS IN FRANCE. 
Georges Cogniot, Member, Central 

Committee, Communist Party of France 
 

In a statement issued on March 21, the leadership of the 

French Communist Party pointed out: “In the first round of the 

cantonal elections the people of France have again placed the 

French Communist Party above all parties. No falsifications, no 

commentaries can alter this fact.” 

Even the semi-official Government paper “Le Monde” was 

obliged to admit on the day after the elections: “The 

Communist Party announces that on the basis of votes cast for 

it, it holds first place among all the other parties. The Ministry 

of Home Affairs does not dispute this.” 

In the first round of the elections the Communist Party 

received 154,570 more votes than at the 1945 cantonal 

elections. In September 1945 it came second, 100,000 votes 

behind the Socialist Party. This is the first time that the 

Communist Party has topped the poll in an election of this 

kind. With the exception of the de Gaulle R.P.F. (Rally of the 

French People) where no comparison can be drawn since it did 

not exist in September 1945, all the other parties lost votes in 

last month’s elections. 

The Communist Party greatly increased its vote in all 

cantons where the second round of elections were held on 

March 27.  

This strengthening of the forces of the Communist party is 

all the more important since the French men and women who 

voted for the Communist candidates were expressing their will 

with a complete understanding of what they were doing. The 

people of France deliberately gave first place to the Party 

which had said “no” to the Atlantic Pact and which is 

courageously fighting the formidable apparatus of American 
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propaganda, slander and corruption, against the intimidation 

and fierce reprisals being carried out at the word of Wall Street 

bankers. The people of France put the policy of Maurice 

Thorez in the lead, after he had solemnly declared that there 

was no reason to believe that the people of France would 

behave any differently from the peoples of Poland, Rumania, 

Yugoslavia and other countries if the Soviet Army, in pursuit 

of an aggressor, should enter French territory. 

The election results showed not only the consolidation of 

the forces of the French Communist Party, although this in 

itself would be of interest in any circumstances; they were held 

under definite political conditions, after the French Communist 

Party and its leadership had taken a clear stand on peace and 

democracy. In this situation the election results were a bitter 

disappointment to the organisers of the rabid anti-Communist 

campaign aimed at striking a decisive blow at the forces of 

democracy and peace led by the Communist Party.  

The obvious failure of the Queuille Government in its 

struggle against the Communists will, without doubt, be a 

subject for bitter reflection by the employers and leaders of the 

notorious “Atlantic community”, for the chieftains of the 

United States. Neither clerical reaction’s deliberate distortion 

of the trial of the traitor Cardinal Mindszenty, the anti-Soviet 

slander which floods the Paris trial staged by the American 

agent and traitor Kravchenko, the fabrications about a “purge” 

in the French Communist Party, nor the numerous trials and 

police actions on the classic theme of espionage which are 

doctored up according to the prescription of the Un-American 

Committee, were able to cause confusion among progressive 

opinion in France, as the instigators of these vile methods had 

hoped. 

The elections show that the Party stand firm.  

Uncertain of an election victory, the American puppets in 

France did everything to falsify the results. The method of 
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election was calculated to give all the advantages to reaction. 

Only one canton out of two voted in each department. This was  

a precaution to split up any large scale trends of opinion, to 

reflect the will of the people in a distorting mirror and to keep a 

large number of electors away from the polls. Here it should be 

added that Paris, the country’s greatest industrial centre, and its 

suburbs did not take part in the voting. 

Then again, the method of voting was obviously unjust, 

that in one department one general councillor was elected to 

represent 4,955 constituents (in the countryside) while another 

represented 44,630 constituents (in the industrial centres). This 

injustice was the handiwork of the reactionary Government 

majority which had rejected the Communist Bill to establish a 

just electoral system. The present electoral law is such that in 

the first round of the elections the Communists who polled 24 

per cent of the votes, received 17 seats, while the Socialists, 

polling but 17 per cent got 108 seats. Radicals with 13 per cent 

got 138 seats, while M.R.P. with 8 per cent got 36 seats, and so 

on. Thus, under the existing electoral law 100,000 votes are 

needed to elect a Communist candidate and only 5,200 5,200 

votes for a candidate of the “Union of Left Republicans”. Such 

is Western “democracy”. 

In its declaration of March 21 the Communist Party 

stresses another specific feature of the election results: the 

losses of the so-called Third Force parties in favour of the de 

Gaullists. Actually the de Gaullists received a smaller 

percentage of votes than the Communists. In order to bring the 

de Gaulle party to the top of the list the reactionaries forged the 

figures, adding to the de Gaulle vote that of groups close to it. 

Clearly, the anti-Communism of the “Third Force” played into 

the hands of the de Gaullists. 

Even according to official statistics which always minimise 

the results of the Communists and exaggerate those of their 

enemies, the number of votes cast for the party of the Right 
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Socialists, dropped to 17 per cent of the vote. The leaders of 

this party are paying dearly for their support of American 

imperialism’s aggressive machinations and for the policy of 

repressing the working class movement. The Catholic M.R.P. 

also lost heavily. These “Third Force” parties made anti-

Communism the focal point of all their activities. They 

deliberately encouraged thousands of French men and women 

to vote for the de Gaullists. 

The second round of election was held on March 27, since 

in view of the existing electoral system only 723 councillors 

could be elected in the first round for the 1,508 available seats. 

For the second round the American party called on all the anti-

democratic forces to form a bloc around one candidate in each 

electoral area, with the specific intention of beating the 

Communists. It is well known that the Socialist Party had 

already been the heart and soul of such manoeuvres during the 

1947 municipal elections. Faithful to this tactic, the party of the 

Right Socialists carried out a similar operation during the 

second round with the object of electing either a Socialist or 

M.R.P. candidate on the de Gaulle votes, or a de Gaulle 

candidate on Socialist or M.RP. votes. 

During the second round of the voting the French 

Communist Party, where it had no chance of winning a 

majority, withdrew its candidates only in favour of others who 

openly condemned the Atlantic Pact, the instrument of 

preparing for a third world war. Similar statements were made 

not only by the candidates of the Socialist Party for Unity but 

also by other democratic candidates. 

Thus, in the course of the election campaign the French 

Communist Party rallied and consolidated the forces opposing 

imperialism. This was possible only because the Communist 

Party was able to bring the struggle for peace to the forefront of 

the general struggle of the working people. 

The working class continues its struggle for higher wages, 
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declaring that the enormous war expenditure is preventing its 

just demands from being granted.  

The working peasantry are fighting against triple tax 

increases and are refusing to pay them. They are beginning to 

realise that the fantastic rise in taxes is due to the 500 billion 

franc military budget. 

Young people arc also taking a very active part in the 

struggle for peace. They are especially demanding that peace 

should be concluded immediately with Ho Chi-Minh, President 

of Viet Nam. A number of youth demonstrations have recently 

been held on the streets of Paris, in the universities, and so on. 

The mass participation of women in the struggle for peace 

is of great significance. The Union of French Women has 

collected petitions in the “Peace Notebooks,” drawing millions 

of French women into the struggle against the policy of 

aggression. The Union of French Girls has carried out a 

number of similar measures. 

Hundreds of thousands of signatures have been added to 

the letter addressed to Truman by the organisation of the 

Fighters for Peace and Freedom. This letter declares that 

Frenchmen do not consider themselves bound by the Atlantic 

Pact, even though the French Government has joined it. Not 

only Communists, but many Republicans of different political 

beliefs, Catholics, well-known priests, etc., are adding their 

voice to this solemn warning. 

A powerful upsurge of the struggle for national 

independence and sovereignty, for peace and freedom is taking 

place in France; the forces of peace are uniting on an ever 

widening scale in preparation for the World Peace Congress to 

be held in Paris in April. 

Thus, the struggle against the Communist Party and the 

democratic force headed by it, and the steady intensification of 

this struggle during the past 20 months have not only failed to 

“isolate the Communist Party”, as the warmongers in France 
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had calculated; they have, on the contrary, increased the 

suspicion with which even those sections of the people who 

once favoured the American policy now regard it. 

The working people, democrats and patriots of France are 

becoming convinced of the correctness of the policy pursued 

by the French Communist Party. And the results of the 

cantonal elections testify to the growing strength of the Party. 
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OSTRAVA REGIONAL ORGANISATION OF 
CZECHOSLOVAK COMMUNIST PARTY IN 
STRUGGLE TO CARRY OUT NEW TASKS. 

Vitezslav Fuks, Secretary, Ostrava 
Regional Party Organisation 

 

Before the November Plenum of the Central Committee of 

the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia many of our regional 

Party organisations did not fully realise the significance of the 

fact that the working class, led by the Communist Party, had 

taken power into their own hands. Although they understood 

that after the February events the Communist Party was fully 

responsible for all political, economic and social life in 

Czechoslovakia, they did not use this as the basis for their 

practical work.  

Ostrava is the most industrial region of our Republic. Its 

iron and steel works produce over 78 per cent of the production 

of the whole country, and nearly 78 per cent of the country’s 

coal.  

Carrying out the decisions of the Plenum, the Ostrava 

regional committee centred its attention on leadership and 

political work in industry. It had to apply to our region the line 

advanced by Comrade Gottwald which the Plenum had 

approved, and teach our Party organisations a new style in 

work. Targets for the Two-Year Plan had to be completed and 

pre-conditions created for the Five-Year Pan, the work of the 

administrative organs had to be improved and bureaucracy 

eliminated in the State and administrative apparatus. It was also 

necessary to carry out the Plenum directive regarding the 

training of cadres for the State apparatus. 

The regional Party committee drew up a concrete plan of 

work and presented it to the membership and the people as a 



90 
 

whole. 

Thanks to the Communist mobilisation, the coal targets of 

the Two-Year Plan were fulfilled ahead of schedule by 

December 18. Workers in the Ostrava-Karvin coalfield fulfilled 

their plan by over 101 per cent, giving the country thousands of 

tons of coal extra. The iron and steal, engineering and chemical 

industries and electric power stations fulfilled and surpassed 

the plan. 

It is important to strengthen the leading role played by the 

Party in the national economy in order to ensure success for the 

Party’s general line. The work of our economic commissions 

and factory departments and our regional Party secretariats was 

not up to the level necessitated by the new tasks. As directed 

by the Central Committee, a single industrial, trade and finance 

department was set up, with the main task of seeing that 

production targets are fulfilled through the help of the factory 

organisations. This reorganisation has made the Party’s 

economic leadership in our region more united. 

The membership verification was very significant. On the 

basis of criticism and self-criticism many shortcomings in the 

work of Party organisations and individual members were 

revealed and eliminated. The verification was a school for all 

Party members, raising their ideological and political level. 

The Ostrava Party organisations have made good 

preparations for fulfilling the Five-Year Plan. In many cases 

the original targets set up by the Plan for the Ostrava region 

were raised by the counter-plans put forward by various 

factories. 

Before we could tackle the Five-Year Plan we had to work 

painstakingly to develop a conscientious attitude to work 

among the workers of the nationalised industries. 

By the end of 1948 there was already an increase in the 

workers’ political consciousness and in the development of the 

economic and political work in industry. This was particularly 



91 
 

evident at Party meetings held to review the results of the 

year’s work and in the preparations for the Ninth Party 

Congress. Factory organisations are making preparations to 

honour the Congress with increased output, higher labour 

productivity and lower production costs. 

Congress preparations are being made under the slogan: 

fulfil the first six-months’ plan in five months, fulfil the five 

months’ plan days ahead of schedule. The practical work of the 

factory organisations in the region has proved that this is a 

realistic slogan. 

The first to start work in honour of the Congress, not only 

in the region but in the whole Republic, was the K. Gottwald 

iron and steel works at Vitkovice. Here the Party organisation 

of the “Mannesman” rolling-mill pledged itself to fulfil the 

five-month plan 14 days ahead of schedule, which means 

economising 5,400,000 crowns. Similar work in honour of the 

Congress is being undertaken by many mines, iron and steel 

plants in other enterprises. 

Congress pledges wore worked out by factory Party 

organisations in close cooperation with the trade unions and the 

factory management, and were endorsed by all the workers. 

The pledges undertaken by the Ostrava factories will result in 

over 450 million crowns worth of production over the plan. 

The great increase in production will be due to socialist 

emulation, to a thorough elaboration of production plans and 

because every worker understands his task of reducing wastage 

and improving the organisation of labour. 

We consider there should be operative production plans not 

only for factories, shops, brigades but also for each worker in 

the factory. The plan can be fulfilled and surpassed only if each 

member of the collective clearly understands his tasks. 

Since January 1, our factories have bean working 

according to a financial and economic plan. Each workshop 

will now plan its own budget to secure profitable work and 
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increased socialist accumulation. The entire personnel of each 

factory must be conversant with the financial plan.  

Higher productivity of labour is facilitated also by keeping 

check on the allocation of labour, and on the organisation of 

labour in the  shops and departments. This we are practising 

now. In January we carried out an inspection at many factories 

in the region for the purpose of ascertaining just exactly how 

plans are being carried out, how work is proceeding at the point 

of production, the working of the accounting system in the 

enterprises and the progress of the emulation in honour of the 

forthcoming Party Congress. 

An important factor in surpassing the targets is the 

rationalisation movement. At many factories there are 

rationalisation clubs. During last December 361 suggestions for  

rationalisation were made in the region, saving 4,926,251 

crowns. The movement to fulfil the pledges assumed in 

connection with the Party Congress has spread to most of the 

workers in our region. The targets of the first two months of 

the Five-Year Plan have been considerably exceeded. The 

factories which are lagging behind find themselves under fire 

of criticism and self-criticism and take measures to make up for 

lost time. 

Cultural and educational workers, as well as Party 

organisations in the countryside are also preparing to greet the 

Congress with good work. 

To fulfil the Five-Year Plan in industry, building  and 

agriculture, our cadres must be well steeled and our Party 

organisations must have a high level of organisational and 

political work. Addressing the Seventeenth Congress of the 

Communist Party of the Soviet Union (Bolsheviks) Comrade 

Stalin said: 

“After the correct line has been laid down, after a correct 

solution of the problem has been found, success depends on 

how the work is organised; on the organisation of the struggle 
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for the application of the Party line; on the  proper selection of 

personnel; on the way a check is kept on the fulfilment of the 

decision of the leading bodies.” 

We are giving a good deal of attention to our cadres’ 

Marxist-Leninist training. Since the November Plenum of the 

Central Committee, two types of courses have been organised 

in the permanent regional Party school: a seven-day course for 

100 students and a two-week course for 50 students. The 

school is mainly training new cadres for work at regional level. 

There are also 8 regional two-week schools for active members 

of branches and district organisations. 

Apart from Party schools there are   various vocational 

schools and educational schools for industrial workers. At 

large-scale nationalised enterprises educational department 

have been set up to train cadres politically and professionally 

under the auspices of the personnel department. These come 

under the guidance of the culture and propaganda departments 

and the personnel department of the regional committees.  

We are developing our own technical intelligentsia from 

among the workers. On January 20, nine-month courses were 

started in our region to prepare 170 young Communist workers 

for entrance into mining and technical colleges. 

In our region, as in others, there are still shortcomings 

because our membership is immature. In many organisations 

the political work of the Party is under-estimated. Comrades 

work on economic problems and neglect political studies and 

daily organisational and political work. They forget that they 

cannot solve political problems unless they also carry on 

political work in their organisations. We have exposed this 

mistake in the course of our preparations  for the Party 

Congress. 

The work to carry out the decisions of the Central 

Committee has also helped us to expose other shortcomings in 

the work of our regional organisations, especially that control 
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over the work of the branches was weak. To eliminate such 

shortcomings in our political work and to prevent them in the 

future, the Presidium  of the regional Party committee has 

decided to set up a permanent panel of organisers at regional 

and district levels. Each Party branch will be in contact with its 

own permanent organiser appointed by and responsible to the 

district Party committee. Groups of 3 or 4 district committees 

will have  a permanent organiser appointed from among the 

experienced members in the district. 

We are now exchanging experiences of organisational, 

economic and cultural-political work with the Brno regional 

organisation. This exchange, through criticism and self-

criticism, will help to eliminate shortcomings in the work of 

both regional committees. 

We have won our successes in an uninterrupted struggle 

against reaction. Our work in building Socialism is steadily 

consolidating the militant, moral and political unity of the 

working class. 
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THE ATLANTIC PACT—AN INSTRUMENT 
OF  AMERICAN IMPERIALISM IN THE 

STRUGGLE FOR WORLD DOMINATION. R. 
Palme Dutt, Vice-Chairman, Communist 

Party of Great Britain 
  

On April 4th  the Atlantic Pact is due to be signed by the 

United States and the satellites of American imperialism. With 

this signature the war camp comes into the open. 

Today Anglo-American imperialism is treading in the 

footsteps of German Hitlerite imperialism. Once again there is 

the same frantic and vicious denunciation  of the Soviet Union 

and Communism as “the enemy of civilisation”. Once again 

there are the same bellicose calls to a “crusade for Western 

culture.” And once again these slogans and watchwords 

covering the same aims of aggressive expansion and world 

domination are directed against the peace and freedom of all 

nations. 

In view of the official declarations that the Atlantic Pact is 

a purely “defensive”, “peaceful” Pact for the preservation of 

world peace, it is worth recalling the previous similar 

declarations which were made by the signatories of the Anti-

Comintern Pact.  

Bevin, British Foreign Minister, speaking in Parliament on 

March 18 described the conclusion of the Atlantic Pact in the 

following terms: 

“This is an historic occasion. It is certainly one of the 

greatest steps towards world peace and security... This 

agreement marks the opening of a new era of cooperation and 

understanding.” 

Ribbentrop, Nazi Foreign Minister described the 

conclusion of the Anti-Comintern pact in the following terms 
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in November, 1936:  

“The conclusion of to-day’s agreement is an epochal event. 

It is a turning point in the struggle of all nations which love 

order and civilisation against the powers of destruction... This 

agreement is a guarantee of peace for all the world.” 

Bevin, British Foreign Minister, declared of the Atlantic 

Pact: 

“This Pact is a powerful defensive arrangement, it is not 

directed against anyone. If we are accused of ganging up 

against any country or group of countries, I should say simply: 

‘Examine the text. There is no secrecy about it; there are no 

secret clauses.’” 

Ciano, Fascist Foreign Minister, declared of the Tripartite 

Anti-Comintern Pact: 

“The Pact has no hidden aims. It is directed against no 

one... It is an instrument placed in the hands of peace and 

civilisation.”  

The entire British and American official press has descried 

the Atlantic Pact as a “rampart of two hundred and fifty million 

people” against the “menace of Soviet aggression” and 

“communist disruption”. 

The Nazi organ, Voelkischer Beobachter described the 

anti-Comintern  Pact in November, 1937: 

“The Tripartite Agreement is a bulwark of peace. A dyke 

of two hundred million human beings is being formed to 

protect the peace of the world from Bolshevist destruction.”  

The parallel is sufficiently clear. The Atlantic pact is a new 

Anti-Comintern Pact. History has shown how the Anti-

Comintern Pact led to the Second World War and the final ruin 

of its promoters. The writing is on the wall for the prompters of 

the Atlantic Pact. 

The Atlantic Pact is no less misleadingly named than the 

old Anti-Comintern Pact. 

The Atlantic Pact has in reality no geographical limitation. 
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Acheson declared that it may be regarded as reaching in either 

direction up to the Pacific. Thus its character is revealed as the 

formation of an imperialist war bloc directed against the Soviet 

Union and the People’s Democracies, no less than against the 

working-class and national independence of the Western 

European countries. Italy is to be included, although Italy has 

no borders on the Atlantic. Special arrangements of close 

association are announced with Greece and Turkey. An 

accompanying Mediterranean Pact is proposed. Negotiations 

are being speeded up for a parallel Pacific Pact of imperialist 

powers and satellites of imperialism in Asia to constitute a bloc 

against China’s democracy and against the advancing tide of 

national liberation in Asia. 

The sponsors of the Atlantic Pact endeavour to present it as 

a harmless peaceful regional pact within the United Nations 

and in accordance with the United Nations Charter for defence 

against aggression. This is a complete deception. 

The Atlantic Pact is a military alliance outside the United 

Nations, It has never, been reported to or sanctioned by the 

Security Council which alone has power under the Charter for 

all measures in relation to collective security. H is a betrayal of 

the principle of collective security in order to return to the 

obsolete discredited method of sectional Military Alliances and 

Power Blocs which the United Nations was established to 

abolish and replace.  

Defenders of the Pact sometimes claim that it is a Regional 

Pact in accordance with Articles 52 and 53 of the United 

Nations Charter. This is false. The Charter lays down with 

regard to Regional Pacts that  

“No enforcement action shall be taken under regional 

arrangements or by regional agencies without the authorisation 

of the Security Council, with the exception of measures against 

any enemy state.” 

“Enemy State” means as defined in the Charter, Germany, 
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Italy, Japan or Franco Spain. That is why the bilateral treaties 

of the Soviet Union with neighbouring countries in Eastern 

Europe are exactly in accordance with the provisions of the 

United Nations Charter since they are directed solely against 

aggression by Germany or a coalition including Germany. On 

the other hand the Atlantic Pact and Brussels Pact contain no 

such limitation but indeed are already endeavouring to include 

not only Italy, but even Western Germany and possibly Franco 

Spain. The forbidding of any “enforcement action... without the 

authorisation of the Security Council” means that the very 

action which is laid down by the Atlantic Pact is expressly 

forbidden and declared illegal by the Charter. 

Other defenders of the Pact try to claim that it is in 

accordance with Article 51 of the Charter which permits 

individual or collective self-defence against actual aggression. 

This is no less a complete deception. The right to defend 

yourself when under attack has nothing to do with, and was 

never intended to sanction, the formation of sectional Power 

Blocs, outside the United Nations making their own separate 

armaments for combined military action without reference to 

the Security Council of the United Nations. 

The Atlantic Pact has been organised in order to undermine 

the United Nations and replace it with a reactionary war bloc. 

The Anglo-American war camp round they could not use their 

artificial majority in the United Nations in order to make it an 

instrument of war in face of the obstacle of the “veto” or 

principle of obligatory unanimity of the Great Powers. 

The so-called “Veto” stands as a visible bulwark of peace. 

That is why the war camp rages against it, and seeks now to 

replace the United Nations by the criminally illegal war 

alliance of the Atlantic Pact. 

The Atlantic Pact represents an alliance of reactionary 

imperialist powers against the peoples. Its main participants are 

the great colony owning powers, the United States, Britain, 
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France, Belgium and Holland. 

These imperialist powers are not only pursuing imperialist 

aims of domination throughout the world, but are engaged at 

this moment in wars of aggression.  

Britain conducts its war in Malaya. Holland conducts its 

war in Indonesia. France conducts its war in Viet Nam. Half of 

Britain’s mobile expeditionary forces, half the French forces 

and almost all the Dutch military forces are engaged at this 

moment in war operations in Eastern Asia, while their 

statesmen prate to their home audiences about their love for 

peace. 

General MacArthur, in his interview to World Price in the 

Daily Mail of March 2, (the same correspondent who used to 

print similar interviews with Hitler for the Daily Mail) coolly 

describes the Pacific as “an Anglo-Saxon lake.” 

“Now the Pacific has become an Anglo-Saxon lake, and 

our line of defence runs through the chain of islands fringing 

the coast of Asia.” 

This imperialist war alliance for world aggression and 

conquest is dominated by United States imperialism. British 

imperialism, and the European colonial powers, France, 

Belgium and Holland, have surrendered themselves to the 

overlordship of the United States finance capitalists as the price 

of maintaining their empires as junior partners. In return for 

this “protection” the main burden of providing the armed 

forces for the colonial wars and for holding in subjection the 

colonial territories falls on the European colonial powers, while 

the United States capitalists draw the cream of the profits. 

In the operation of the military alliance of the Atlantic Pact 

the decisive power rests with the United States. When the 

United States war chiefs give the order, the guns will go off, 

and the British, French, Italian and other Western European 

peoples will be expected to march for the glorious crusade 

against Socialism. It is no use claiming that Norway and the 
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United States are nominally equal partners in the Atlantic Pact 

with equal rights. In practice it is the United States that 

supplies the money, supplies the arms, provides the High 

Command, controls the bases and controls the strategic 

preparations and therefore holds the whip hand for the choice 

of war or peace. 

Already United States General Marshall Carter has arrived 

in London, with the rank of Minister, to take over control of the 

development of the military programme in Britain and Europe. 

Already, the first American Atom Bomb Long Range 

Bomber Contingent, with thirty B.29s and B.50s complete with 

atom bomb equipment and a personnel of 900, is now arriving 

from New Mexico to Britain as their future base. The arrival of 

the Atom Bomb Contingent is not a measure for the defence of 

Britain. It places Britain at once in mortal peril. 

Gigantic re-armament programmes are being rushed 

through by the Atlantic Pact Powers. At the same time as they 

block and  oppose in the United Nations the Soviet proposals 

for reduction of armaments and for the prohibition of the atom 

bomb, they pile up offensive armaments. The United States has 

increased its direct war expenditure to fifteen times the pre-war 

level, or half the total budget. Britain has increased its direct 

expenditure to over three times the pre-war level (the level of 

1939 on the very eve of war with Hitler). The United States 

prepares to pour weapons into the European countries under 

the terms of “military lend-lease.” Britain, it is announced in 

the Sunday Times of March 20 is to become the “main 

armaments depot for Europe”, the Ruhr is to be developed 

under American control to become the arsenal for future war. 

This burden of re-armament, of maintaining gigantic armed 

forces, and of colonial wars still further overstrains the already 

impoverished economies of the Western 

European countries, and increases their economic 

dependence and subjection to American imperialism. The 
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Dutch budget is bled by the war of colonial conquest in 

Indonesia. The French budget is bled by the war of colonial 

conquest in Vietnam. In Britain the Parliamentary debates on 

the military estimates have revealed the bankruptcy of man-

power and resources to fulfil the limitless imperialist 

ambitions. Alexander, Minister of Defence, complains in the 

House of Commons on March 3: 

“We have to cover risks, including Hong Kong and 

Malaya. 

We have to think of the defence positions in the Middle 

East and in the Mediterranean. 

Our commitments in Greece have to be maintained. 

There are forces of occupation to be maintained in 

Germany, Austria and Trieste. 

We have to watch developments in East and West Africa 

and in places as far apart as Honduras and in the extreme 

South.” 

There could be no clearer expression of the world designs 

of aggression and domination still entertained by the 

weakening British imperialism.  

The Atlantic Pact is not only directed against the Soviet 

Union and the People’s Democracies of Europe. It is directed 

also against the liberation struggle of the colonial peoples of 

Asia and Africa. It is directed finally against the democratic 

movement in the countries of Western Europe and America.  

Article 4 of the Pact lays down 

“The parties will consult together whenever in the opinion 

of any of them the territorial integrity, political independence 

or security of any of the parties is threatened.” 

This Article is drawn up to establish the right of 

intervention in the internal affairs, of the countries signing the 

Pact, not merely on the basis of possible request of a 

government of one of the countries, but on the basis of a 

judgement of anyone of the signatories (i.e. the U.S.) so as to 
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maintain reactionary imperialist domination against the 

opposition of the peoples or to crush any popular revolution.  

The Article only lays down “consultation”, but Secretary of 

State, Acheson made clear in his Press conference following 

the publication of the Pact that such “consultation” does not 

preclude “action”, if such should be judged necessary in the 

event of internal political developments not approved by the 

rulers of the United States. The flagrant interventionist 

methods of the Truman Doctrine, and the Marshall Plan are 

thus carried to a new stage in the Atlantic Pact. The example of 

Greece is to be transferred, according to these plans, to Italy or 

France, if occasion arises. 

The peoples of Western Europe and America will unite 

with the peoples of the Soviet Union and the Eastern European 

democracies, no less than with the colonial peoples struggling 

for their national freedom and independence in combating this 

infamous War Pact and mobilising their strength to defeat the 

criminal war plans and win the fight for peace. The 

declarations of Comrades Thorez and Togliatti for France and 

Italy, of Comrades Pollitt and Foster for Britain and the United 

States, and of Communist leaders in all countries, have voiced 

the deep sentiment of unbreakable solidarity with the Socialist 

Soviet Union which inspires the working people of the whole 

world to fight for peace. The urgent task now is to awaken the 

consciousness of the people in all countries to the menace 

which arises from this Pact, to mobilise still more broadly and 

widely all sections of the people, especially in the countries 

signatory to the Pact, to inspire them with confidence in their 

power by their united strength to defeat the imperialist war 

plans. 
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PEOPLE OF WORLD DO NOT WANT WAR. 
Jan Drda, Chairman of the Union of 

Czechoslovak Writers 
 

I do not know whether Messrs. Dean Acheson and Ernest 

Bevin have put a red circle round April 20 on their calendars—

the date of the World Peace Congress in Paris. But I do know 

that millions of people in the countries run by these gentlemen 

have done so. 

It is quite possible that Messrs. Acheson, Bevin and 

Company are drawing something quite different with their 

pencils. Perhaps they are outlining the borders of their 

countries on their maps, admiring how widely will stretch the 

camp from which, at the given moment, the forces of 

destruction will stream out to imitate Hitler’s attempt to win 

world domination. The gentlemen who are now plotting a new 

world war, have borrowed a good deal from fascism: its system 

of oppressing and driving the peoples, its terror against the 

working class and the working people, the vile propaganda of 

Goebbels conjuring up the Bolshevik bogy and hatred against 

the Soviet Union—the most reliable bulwark of world peace. 

But with all this they have also picked up the greatest 

mistake of the fascists—the mechanical arithmetic on which 

fascism relied for counting its forces. By doing his mechanical 

sums, Hitler reached the conclusion that the borders of the 

territory over which he enjoyed power and influence were 

identical with those of his military camp where the people 

would have to sacrifice everything to his military machine, 

knowing only servile obedience to his terrible commands. 

However, the war showed his mistake. In spite of the frightful 

terror, enemies of fascism, strong and bold rose un on Soviet 

occupied territory, in Poland, Czechoslovakia. France and other 

countries to make their great contribution to the cause of 
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liberating Europe. 

So far Messrs. Acheson and Bevin have been driving ahead 

with their plans for war and destruction through the help of 

various pacts, speeding up armaments and beating up war 

propaganda. But the mechanical nature of their arithmetic is 

already becoming clear. Their own peoples are showing more 

and more firmly that they do not want to march and will not 

march along the path of the Achesons, Bevins and 

Schumachers. They will not run after the carrot Churchill and 

his followers are dangling before them. On the contrary, they 

are supporting the struggle for peace throughout the world. 

They are vitally interested in peace and are concerned to 

safeguard it. Each day it is more obvious that the boundaries of 

the world peace front do not run along the boundaries of states 

but through the hearts of the people, the very same peoples 

whom the knights of the atom bomb would gladly include 

wholesale in their war crusade. 

Round the other world centre, out of reach of Wall Street’s 

grabbing hands, a powerful peace dyke is being built higher 

and higher. Spreading over one sixth of the globe, there is the 

mighty, peace-loving, optimistic Soviet Union, the power 

which knows no internal contradictions. 

This power was the real victor in the last war, the victor 

who bore the main brunt of the war and whose armies, with 

legendary strides, drove the fascist beast all the way to Berlin 

to crush him in his own lair. This world centre is surrounded by 

the garland of the new, people’s democracies where, thanks to 

the liberating Soviet Army, the peoples have taken their destiny 

into their own hands. Today these peoples are, with exceptional 

energy and determination, peacefully rebuilding on that very 

territory which in the last war was a jumping-off ground for the 

fascist attack against the Soviet Union. 

It is impossible to conceal the enormous scope of peaceful 

construction in this part of the world from the people in the 
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capitalist countries—even with the help of a dozen iron 

curtains which the instigators of war would gladly clank down. 

Neither is it possible to conceal from the people the reason for 

such successes—the Soviet Union’s protection, its example in 

socialist building, and the path of Socialism along which the 

people’s democracies are marching to a happy future. 

Why is peaceful construction possible in the Soviet Union? 

Why are the people’s democracies recovering so rapidly after 

the wounds of war? Why is such rehabilitation impossible in 

the capitalist countries, where contradictions are steadily 

sharpening and the working people know no happiness? Why 

is the Soviet Union able to proclaim and pursue a broad policy 

of peace? Why is it able to stretch forth its hand in peaceful co-

existence and cooperation between the peoples, while the only 

thing the Western politicians can do is to threaten with war and 

armaments? These are the questions put by the working class 

of France, Italy and Britain, by women throughout the world, 

by the mass of ordinary people who reject the idea of war as 

terrible and inhuman. 

Western politicians do not want to answer these questions, 

for they cannot. To do so they would have to admit that crisis 

and war form the basis of their system, that they themselves do 

not know how to get out of the chaos their policy brings. They 

would have to admit that only in war do they see a chance of 

postponing their miserable end. 

They, certainly, do not want to admit this. Therefore they 

take over the role of a fakir attempting to charm away the 

disease by means of incantations. Instead of giving a logical 

and clear answer to the questions put by their peoples, they 

merely mumble incessantly: Bolshevism is a menace. 

But the peoples of Europe, who have grown wise through 

the experience of the anti-fascist war, have outgrown the stage 

when the Bolshevik bogy can intimidate them. The great 

example of the peace-loving Soviet people, creatively building 
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their native country, the people who are patriots in the socialist 

meaning of the word and who are bound to the working people 

all over the world by bonds of internationalism—their great 

example encourages the peoples of Europe to be confident that 

the world has a bright future. 

The handful of warmongers who are dragging their peoples 

toward war against the Soviet Union and the entire peace 

camp, find in their own peoples their bitterest enemies. The 

peoples no longer believe in the metaphysical inevitability of 

war. They know that they can fight successfully against war—

but only when the fight against war is surely and timely 

launched. 

The Paris peace congress which has been so warmly 

welcomed in all parts of the world is, even at this preparatory 

stage, showing that the idea of world peace and cooperation 

between the peoples is what everyone ardently desires. The 

movement for the peace congress has swept all countries. 

Going over the heads of Messrs. Acheson, Bevin, Schumacher 

and de Gasperi, the peoples of America, Britain, France and 

Italy are coming out in defence of peace, for friendship with 

the Soviet Union and the people’s democracies. 

The gentlemen of Wall Street and their lackeys will, 

undoubtedly, leave no stone unturned to hinder this great drive 

for international peace, to compromise and frustrate it. They 

are mobilising their police and propaganda apparatus, swinging 

hordes of mercenary journalists into action, intensifying their 

terror against the champions of peace. But, nothing can stifle 

the idea of the world struggle for peace nor eliminate it from 

the minds of millions of working people. We do not want 

merely to be worried about the future of the world. We want to 

fight for peace resolutely and actively. And our solidarity, our 

stubborn resistance, and unshakable determination to preserve 

peace throughout the world is such a mighty force that all 

weapons of the imperialists are powerless before it. 
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U.S.A. CULTURAL AND SCIENTIFIC 
CONGRESS FOR WORLD PEACE 

 

A Cultural and Scientific Congress for World Peace, 

convened on the initiative of the National Council of the Arts, 

Science and Professions, was held in New York on March 25-

29. 

American reactionary circles concentrated all their efforts 

on hampering the Congress preparations and preventing 

democratic intellectuals of the United States from taking an 

organised stand in defence of peace and cooperation between 

the peoples. Long before the Congress opened a vicious 

campaign of slander and open threats were directed against its 

sponsors through press and radio. At the Congress sessions 

several attempts were made by provocateurs to upset the 

business-like atmosphere and the unanimity of the delegates. 

The State Department had earlier refused to grant visas to 

delegations from Britain, France, Italy, Rumania, Hungary, 

Mexico, Brazil and other countries. 

However, despite all their efforts U.S. reaction and ruling 

circles failed to silence the New York Congress for World 

Peace. The Congress evoked keen interest among American 

intellectuals and was a great success. It was attended by nearly 

three thousand progressive figures of the world of science and 

culture who had come from all parts of the country. Greetings 

and messages wishing it every success in its work were 

received from various organisations in the country and from 

abroad. 

A number of reports dealing with the tasks of the struggle 

for peace were discussed. These included the following 

subjects: Ban on Knowledge is a Threat to Universal Peace; 

Propaganda of the Cold War; Press Campaign about the War 

Danger; Science as a Bridgehead to Peace; Soviet-American 
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Relations; Establishment of International Cooperation in the 

Struggle for Peace. 

A number of leading U.S. democratic figures delivered 

reports and look part in the discussion including Professor 

Shapley, Henry Wallace, the Bishop of Utah, Arthur  Moulton, 

the playwright Lilian Hellman, the poet Untermeyer, the 

historian Dubois, the former Assistant Attorney General, John 

Rogge. Over a thousand American writers, poets and literary 

critics took part in the  sessions of the literary section, 600 

professors and college teachers in the work of the educational 

section, 600 scientists in the work of the natural science 

section, and so on. 

Addressing the plenary session on March 27, the Soviet 

delegate. A. A. Fadayev spoke about the traditional friendship 

between the peoples of the United States and Russia. Comrade 

Fadayev described the interest displayed by the Soviet peoples 

in all that is best and forward-looking in American literature 

and culture. 

Fadayev emphasised that “the threat of another war does 

not emanate from the Soviet Union. There are selfish people in 

different countries throughout the world,” he said, “who are 

interested in starting a new war, but they would do well to 

remember that the peoples will not go to war, and that if 

attempts are made to involve them forcibly, the peoples of the 

world will severely punish those who are fomenting the new 

war. 

“We, Soviet people,” said Fadayev, “wholeheartedly 

support the striving of the American people for peace and for 

consolidating the peace, as voiced here by their progressive 

representatives.” 

From the Congress platform representatives of progressive 

thought in the United States denounced the preparations being 

made for a new war in the interests of the banks and 

monopolies and voiced the desire of the American people for 



109 
 

peace, calling on them to form a united front of struggle for 

peace together with the other peoples. 

The speeches of the Soviet delegates who called for 

friendly cooperation between the progressive scientific and 

cultural workers in the U.S.S.R. and the United States evoked a 

lively response. 

The Congress, which closed with a monster meeting of 

over 20,000, adopted a resolution calling upon the peoples to 

fight against fascism and the fomenting of a new war; it set up 

a Peace Committee for the purpose of popularising the 

Congress decisions among the American people, of bringing 

them to the notice of the U.S. Government and Uno, and for 

organising an active peace campaign in the country. 
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PREPARATORY COMMITTEE FOR WORLD 
PEACE CONGRESS 

 

The news of the summoning of the World Peace Congress 

met with a ready response in all lands. Numerous democratic 

organisations and progressive figures in France, Italy, U.S.S.R, 

Britain, U.S.A., Belgium, Poland, Czechoslovakia, Sweden, 

Denmark, Bulgaria, Rumania. Hungary, Albania, Germany, 

Holland, Norway, Yugoslavia, Mexico, Switzerland, Austria, 

North Korea, China, Chile, Brazil, Uruguay, Argentina, Cuba 

and other countries, have backed the proposal to convene a 

World Congress of the supporters of peace. They have 

expressed the desire to take part in this Congress with the aim 

of rallying all the active forces of the peoples to defend the 

peace. 

The Preparatory Committee has announced that the 

Congress will open in Paris on April 20. All organisations 

desirous of taking part in the Congress should submit to the 

Committee the names of their respective delegates not later 

than April 5, The Preparatory Committee has set up a bureau to 

handle the organisational work of the Congress.  

Frederic Joliot-Curie has been elected to chair the 

Preparatory Committee, Louis Aragon, Pietro Nenni, Louis 

Saillant, Martin Andersen-Nexo, Alexander Fadeyev, Eugenie 

Cotton, D. N. Pritt, Professor Bernal, Cardenas, and John 

Rogge have been elected vice-chairmen, 

The Secretariat of the Preparatory Committee has also been 

elected. The Preparatory Committee has begun work and has 

already received applications for credentials from organisations 

and individuals representing over 300 million people. 
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RUMANIAN SCIENTIFIC CONGRESS IN 
DEFENCE OF PEACE 

 

A cultural and scientific congress in defence of peace held 

in Bucharest on March 29—31, was attended by over 800 

delegates and visitors. School teachers, engineers, doctors, 

architects and writers were well to the fore among the 

delegates. Twenty foreign delegates, representing broad 

sections of progressive scientific and cultural workers in 13 

countries, were present. The Congress was a striking 

demonstration of international solidarity in the struggle for 

peace, Delegates from the Soviet Union, France, Greece, 

Germany, Italy and other countries conveyed messages of 

greetings. 

Thousands of telegrams and letters containing greetings 

poured in to the Congress from factories, educational 

establishments and scientific institutions in Rumania. Messages 

of greetings were also received from abroad, from Howard 

Fast, Paul Robeson, and others. 

Professor Savulescu, President of the Rumanian Academy 

of Sciences, who spoke on “The Struggle for Peace and the 

Role of the Intelligentsia”, said: “Cultural workers regard 

themselves as being mobilised for the struggle against 

imperialist aggressive strivings, in order to frustrate the Anglo-

American plan for world domination.” 

N. Popescu-Doreanu, University lecturer, spoke on the 

subject “Soviet Culture—a  Factor for Peace”. Zaharia Stancu, 

President of the Union of Rumanian Writers took for his theme 

“Imperialism—the Mortal Enemy of Peace, Culture and 

National Independence”. 

In a report on “The Development of Culture in the People’s 

Republic of Rumania, an Important Contribution in the 

Defence of Peace”, comrade Chisinevschi, Secretary of the 
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Central Committee of the Rumanian Workers’ Party, stressed 

the new upsurge in the development of science, technique, 

literature, art and public education in Rumania, all of which 

was made possible by the system of People’s Democracy. 

Comrade Chisinevschi stressed further the tasks facing the 

progressive intelligentsia of the Republic in the struggle to 

overcome economic and cultural backwardness, and to build 

Socialism, in the common struggle for peace waged by the 

anti-imperialist camp led by the Soviet Union. 

Delegates from all parts of the country spoke on the 

discussion. The Congress unanimously adopted a resolution 

outlining the tasks of the Rumanian intelligentsia in the 

struggle for peace, and decided to take part in the forthcoming 

World Peace Congress. The delegates loudly applauded a 

motion to send a message of greetings to Comrade Stalin. 
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WHY WAS THE POLISH READING ROOM 
IN BELGRADE CLOSED? 

 

Until quite recently there was a Polish Information Bureau 

in Belgrade. Anyone who wanted to do so could read Polish 

newspapers, magazines and books, and literature dealing with 

the economy of the country, the culture of the Polish people 

and their achievement in building Socialism. The Bureau 

enjoyed a justified popularity because it told the Yugoslav 

people the truth about the life of the fraternal people of Poland. 

The ruling clique in Yugoslavia has closed the Polish 

Information Bureau, evidently because it considered its activity 

dangerous. 

On the other hand, the American, British and French 

information centres, which loudly propagate “Western culture” 

continue their work in Belgrade. Their premises have been 

repaired. Their activities will not be interfered with, although 

people who know, claim that those who run these information 

centres, engage in other “work” besides circulating the love 

affairs of Hollywood stars, praising the valour of Paris 

policemen and the virtues of the British colonial officials. But 

this doubtful (putting it mildly) activity of these information 

centres does not appear to have any dangers for the Tito rulers. 

While all doors arc wide open for capitalist propaganda in 

Yugoslavia, they are barred to the truth about building 

Socialism. 

As the saying goes, the straw shows which way the wind is 

blowing. The closing of the Polish Information Bureau in 

Belgrade is a clear indication that among the Belgrade ruling 

circles the wind is blowing in a definite direction—in the 

direction of capitalism. 

 

P. G. 



114 
 

OUTSIDE ITALIAN PARLIAMENT. POLICE 
ATTACK DEMONSTRATORS PROTESTING 

AGAINST NORTH ATLANTIC PACT 
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A. A. FADAYEV’S SPEECH AT CLOSING 
MEETING OF THE U.S. CULTURAL AND 

SCIENTIFIC CONGRESS FOR WORLD 
PEACE 

 

Addressing the mass meeting held on March 27, at the close of 

the U.S. Cultural and Scientific Congress for World Peace, 

Comrade A. A. Fadeyev, representing the Soviet delegation, 

stated: 

“I am happy to have this opportunity of conveying the 

warm greetings of cultural workers in the Soviet Union to 

America’s progressive intellectuals—writers and scientists, 

artists and engineers, doctors and teachers who are defending 

the cause of peace, and to thank them for their hospitality. I 

would like also, through them, to convey greetings to the 

millions of ordinary people in America, because it is the 

ordinary people who, with their own hands lay the foundations 

of culture, and because we ourselves are just ordinary people. It 

is they, the people, who preserve the finest traits of the nation; 

they know the meaning of real humanism because they, above 

all, know the meaning of labour. And so I take the liberty of 

saying that tire ordinary people are people with great hearts, 

they are the mothers and wives who lose their sons and 

husbands in wars, and they know, better than eloquent lawyers 

and dry statisticians what war means. It is, therefore, the 

ordinary people who more than anybody else, strive for 

friendship and peace between nations. 

“Our country—the Soviet Union—stands for peace and 

friendship between nations because ours is, before all else, a 

state of the ordinary people. We defend the cause of peace not 

because we are weak, but because we want our people, and the 

peoples of the world, to be happy. 

“History has been none too kind to our country. During the 
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course of eight centuries it was invaded with remarkable 

consistency, first by the Mongols, then by the Germans, who 

were followed by the Swedes and the French and then again 

and again by the Germans. As you know, these invaders 

departed after suffering humiliating defeat, with their uniforms 

in tatters. But each time they destroyed everything they could, 

and we Russian people, diligently and painstakingly had to 

restore everything again. 

“The people of America will appreciate that we are sick 

and tired of this. 

“We are now a big and growing socialist country which 

has long forgotten unemployment and poverty. We have not 

yet completely restored the cities and towns devastated by the 

war. But our industry and agriculture have regained and 

surpassed the pre-war level. We are living well and hope to live 

even better in the future. We are building factories and houses, 

clubs and universities; in our secondary schools and 

universities we are educating the children of the workers and 

peasants of the 60 nations united in the Soviet Union. And all 

honest people who view things objectively cannot but realise 

that there is absolutely no sense in our going to war.  

“Nor is there any sense in the American people going to 

war, if only for the reason that no-one is threatening them. 

Consequently, we, two powerful and peaceful nations, can say 

to all selfish people who grow rich on wars, and to their 

newspapers which are trying to foment war: Try as hard as you 

like, gentlemen, but we shall not go to war! 

“We, Soviet people, are amused when we read in certain 

foreign newspapers that people in the Soviet Union are ‘not 

free’ to express their opinions. These newspapers without even 

listening to your opinion—I say nothing about ‘publishing your 

opinion’, for I know this is hopeless—begin with distorted 

countenances, thrust you aside and scream: ‘We know all about 

it—you’ll berate the Atlantic Pact.’  
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“It is high time to remember that to pose the question of 

freedom, or the lack of freedom, before a Soviet citizen today, 

is even more absurd than, say, anyone confronting an 

American citizen with the same question after the War of 

Independence. Any American of those days would have said: 

‘This is my country, I fought for its freedom, so betake 

yourself!’ We, Soviet people built the Soviet Union with our 

own hands, its fields are well sprinkled with the blood we shed 

in our struggle for independence, the sweat of our toil is in 

every brick, our forward-looking ideas in every book. We love 

our native land, it is the air we breathe. So what would you 

have of us? This is the answer we, Soviet people, can give to 

such questions. And if there are some people in America or 

Western Europe who do not like our land of Socialism would 

like to remind them that American democracy following the 

Declaration of 1776 was also not to the liking of many. 

“If we start from respect for national sovereignty and 

national culture, and if we strive for nations to live in 

friendship, then agreement can be reached, even in those cases 

when something or other is not to our liking. Why, for more 

than a century old tsarist Russia and American democracy were 

able to reach agreement and live in harmony. Contemporary 

America could also reach an understanding with the new 

Socialist Russia. As for the Atlantic Pact, I will not even bother 

to berate it. I will just ask one question that is natural from a 

writer whose books have been translated into most languages 

of the world. If the purpose of this pact; to unite peoples why 

hasn’t my country been invited to take part? Or is it that the 

Baltic Sea is further away from the Atlantic than the Adriatic? 

The inclusion of Italy, for instance, and the exclusion of such a 

country as, for instance, the Soviet Union can hardly be 

explained by their position in relation to the Tropic of Cancer. 

 “After all, the Cancer, that is to say, Crab is hardly the 

substance out of which the wellbeing of peoples and 
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understanding between nations can be built. It is to be feared 

that this symbolic Crab only claws the world asunder. 

“The most wonderful creature on earth is Man. And would 

it not be better to form unions that would contribute to 

friendship between all peoples in the name of Man. It seems to 

me that the people of America did not issue the world’s first 

Declaration of Independence in order, 160 years later, to get 

Churchill as their mentor with his racial theory and his war 

sermons.  

“For my part I can assure you that Soviet people are 

sympathetic toward the American people. Your history, in 

which we find kindred pages, is studied by us with interest. We 

have translated many American writers into Russian and other 

languages, and have published their books in 40 million copies. 

Only an extreme lack of objectivity can explain certain 

statements in the press to the effect that we do not desire 

cultural relations with the United States. It is exactly such 

relations that we do not want, relations that is, which serve the 

cause of cooperation between the nations and peace between 

the nations. So let us go forward in the name of peace, in spite 

of its enemies! For friendship between the peoples! For world 

peace!” 
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HUNGARIAN PEOPLE’S INDEPENDENCE 
FRONT CONGRESS 

 

A congress of the Hungarian People’s Independence Front 

was held in Budapest on the anniversary of the 1848 national 

revolution. The Congress agenda included Comrade Rakosi’s 

report on the programme and tasks of the People’s Front, and 

the’ election of its leading organs. In his report Comrade 

Rakosi stressed that “the enemy will, undoubtedly, try to 

influence the Front politically, and, moreover, will try to 

penetrate into its ranks. The lessons of the past four years 

underline this danger. Hungarian democracy would make a 

grave mistake if it blunted its vigilance and forgot that it is 

necessary to continue fighting even inside the People’s Front 

against the influence of reaction and its attempts to penetrate 

into the Front.” 

Comrade Rakosi went on to say that the vital condition for 

successful socialist construction is the guarantee of peace. He  

dwelt on the question of strengthening the country’s defensive 

capacity, and expressed the profound gratitude of the 

Hungarian people to the mighty Soviet Union and to its wise 

leader, the great Stalin, for liberating Hungary and helping her 

to build a new life. 

Addressing the meeting for the Smallholders’ Party, Prime 

Minister Istvan Dobi  said: “The industrial workers and their 

Party have set many great problems in regenerating our 

country, and they are solving them. This convinced our 

peasantry that the leading role in the country should be played 

by the working class and its Party.” 

Istvan Dobi pointed out that reaction has now transferred 

the centre of its subversive activities to the countryside. At the 

present stage of development the class struggle in the 
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countryside is a matter of primary importance, he said. In this 

struggle the working class relies on the poor peasants, 

regarding the middle peasants as its ally and combating the 

kulaks. We shall be on the alert and shall fight all machinations 

of reaction. 

The Congress was also addressed by Ferenc Erdei, on 

behalf of the National Peasant Party, by Jozsef Harnscsak, 

representing the trade unions, and others. 

The Congress unanimously elected 81 members to the 

National Council of the People’s Front. Comrade Rakosi was 

elected Chairman of the Council. 
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