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THE FORCES OF PEACE AND DEMOCRACY 
ARE INVINCIBLE 

 

 This Year, the Anniversary of the Great October Socialist 

Revolution was celebrated with a new and considerable growth 

of the forces of the camp of democracy and Socialism. In his 

reports of the camp of democracy and Socialism. In his report 

Comrade Malenkov, Secretary of the Central Committee of the 

Communist Party of the Soviet Union (Bolsheviks), referred to 

this.  

He gave a thorough all-round analysis in of the 

international situation, clearly showing the superiority of the 

Socialist system in its competition with capitalism. 

It is necessary to note, above all, the victories of the Soviet 

Union in the sphere economic and cultural construction, and its 

big strides toward a Communist society.                                                                                                                                                      

The U.S.S.R. not only reached but surpassed the pre-war 

level of the national economy. Last October the overall output 

of Soviet industry exceeded the average monthly output of 

1940 by over 50 per cent. 

Today Soviet industry is working at a far higher level than 

before the war, and at a higher level than scheduled for 1950. 

The volume of production is steadily growing. During the ten 

months of the current year the gross output of Soviet industry 

rose 20 per cent compared with the corresponding period last 

year. 

Soviet agriculture, developing along the lines of Socialist 

collective farming, presented to the world a new picture of the 

creative labour of the peasantry. The success of the collective 

farms was shown in the fact that in the current year they 

gathered considerably greater crops than before the war. 

Collective and state farms delivered to the State 

20,480,000 more centners of grain than last year. In return, the 
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State provided three to for times more machines for the 

countryside this year than in 1940. 

The powerful advance of Soviet industry and socialist 

agriculture has created even more favourable living conditions 

for the working people of the U.S.S.R. 

Within the last two years the Soviet Government has twice 

made considerable price reductions which have saved the 

population 157 billion rubles. Real wages also increased. 

Whereas the socialist system moves production and culture 

forward at gigantic strides, capitalist social relations result in 

crisis, mass unemployment and poverty for the masses of the 

people. No statistical manipulations of bourgeois economists, 

or large-scale campaigns of affected optimism can conceal the 

obvious fact that since the autumn of last year U.S. industrial 

production has systematically declined. 

According to American official data the volume of 

industrial production in the U.S. in October alone lumped by 

11 per cent. For the past year the level of industrial production 

in the U.S. fell by 22 per cent, whereas, during the first year of 

the 1929-1933, crisis output declined by 15 per cent. 

U.S. imperialism is unable to avert the crisis even with the 

help of such purely predatory methods as the seizure of 

European markets, suppression of European industry and by 

imposing devaluation in European currencies. By such methods 

it only sharpens the situation. At present there are no less than 

40 million fully or partly unemployed in the capitalist world. 

The U.S. “aid” stifles the economy of all capitalist 

countries. Whereas, in the countries which rejected this “aid” 

the national economy is steadily on the upgrade. 

The socialist path firmly taken by the People’s 

Democracies saves them from imperialist enslavement, and 

enables them speedily to develop their productive forces. 

Peaceful competition with Socialism is obviously beyond 

the power of capitalism. That is why the imperialists hope to 
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find a way out in military ventures, in an active use of their 

agents such as Right socialists and the espionage Tito clique to 

prepare a military attack on the U.S.S.R. and the People’s 

Democracies.  

However, all the Churchills and Dulleses—ideologists and 

heralds of aggression who reproduce on an extended scale the 

insane plans of Hitler and other pretenders to world domination 

who have been consigned to the dustbins of history—do not 

take into account the radical changes made in the international 

situation during recent years. 

Today the forces of peace and Socialism greatly exceed 

those of imperialism. It is sufficient to say that the U.S.S.R. 

and the People’s Democracies in Europe and Asia have a 

population of over 800 million. 

In the capitalist countries there are also hundreds of 

millions of men and women actively fighting for peace and 

Socialism. 

In all countries of the world the movement, the partisans of 

peace grows wider and deeper. Such mass organisations as the 

World Federation of Trade Unions rallying over 70 million 

working people; the World Federation of Democratic Youth 

uniting in its ranks 60 million young men and women, and the 

International Democratic Women’s Federation with its 80 

million members—all actively support peace. 

The forces of the camp of peace and democracy are legion. 

Its reserves immense. 

The imperialists can no longer suddenly launch a secretly 

prepared war on the world; the more so since peace is watched 

by such a vigilant force as the U.S.S.R. and the people’s 

Democracies. 

The U.S.S.R. and the People’s Democracies have not and 

cannot have any predatory designs. The peace policy of the 

Soviet Union which leads the camp of peace and Socialism 

follows from the very foundations of the Socialist system of 
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society. 

By eliminating the exploitation of man by man the Soviet 

people liquidated in their country the prerequisites which, in 

the capitalist world, lead to the policy of exploitation, and to 

the enslavement of other peoples. 

The peace pol icy of the U.S.S.R. and its steadfastness in 

seeking a peaceful solution of outstanding questions, expresses 

the determination of the Soviet people and of the working 

people of the world to prevent the outbreak of another war. 

Clear confirmation of this are the Soviet Government’s 

proposals to U.N.O. for strengthening peace. 

Communists head this mass movement for peace. 

Communists, linked to the people by bonds of blood, have 

never been nor could be pacifists who, deny war in words but 

in practice do nothing. 

Communists, active, vigorous and energetic champions of 

peace, rally all the peoples around their banners. The most 

striking evidence of this is the entire policy of the Soviet 

Government and of the governments in the peoples 

Democracies headed by Communists. Further testimony is 

forthcoming in the activities or the Communist Parties in the 

capitalist countries. 

Certain ill-starred bourgeois politicians regarded, and even 

still regard, the peace policy of the Communists as an 

indication of weakness. For several successive years in New- 

York and London they have screamed from the housetops 

about the “immense superiority” of the United States with its 

atom bomb and inexhaustible reserves of dollars. The bomb 

was brandished as the bogey-man, while the dollar was 

regarded as the vehicle which would carry Americans 

everywhere. 

But while they were engaged in scaring the weak-nerved, 

the Soviet people succeeded not only in mastering the secret of 

the atom bomb but in utilising atomic energy for peaceful 
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purposes. 

At the same time the Chinese Communists buried for ever 

more than 6 billion dollars allocated by the United States to 

bolster up the Kuomintang regime. 

This is not all. The prestige of the United States has 

slumped, while the prestige of the U.S.S.R. has risen. China, 

lost to the imperialist camp has been won for the camp of peace 

and democracy. 

The heavier the defeats suffered by imperialists the fiercer 

their resistance, and the more they fall back on perfidy and 

intrigue, on blackmail, provocation and diversive sallies in 

their struggle against the working people. 

They invoke the Pope and Saragat, Schumacher and Tito, 

the butcher Rankovic and the Jesuit Mindszenty, the spy Rajk 

and the diplomatic Bevin. All jointly prepare a third World 

War; a new crusade against Communism. 

But all this evil brood would do well to recall the le sons of 

history; they should know that a Third World war, without a 

shadow of doubt, would mean the grave for world capitalism. 

The camp of democracy and Socialism is not to be scared by 

war. We do not want war and we shall do everything possible 

to prevent it. Not we, but the imperialists have reason to fear 

war. 

The Great October Socialist Revolution lives and triumphs 

in the glorious work of the peoples of the Soviet Union and the 

New Democracies in the historical advance of the great 

Chinese people, and in the founding and building-up of the 

German Democratic Republic. Its inextinguishable beacon 

lights the road to Socialism for all peoples. 

In an interview with the f:rst delegation of American 

workers which visited the Soviet Union in 1927, Comrade 

Stalin said: 

In the course of the further development of the world 

revolution and world reaction two centres will take shape on an 
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international scale: the Socialist centre, attracting to itself the 

countries gravitating to Socialism, and the capitalist centre, 

attracting to itself the countries gravitating to capitalism. The 

struggle be-tween these two camps will decide the fate of 

capitalism and socialism throughout the world. 

The 22 years that have passed since these words were 

spoken have fully confirmed this prediction of the great 

proletarian leader.  

At present two camps are fighting in the international 

arena: the anti-democratic, imperialist camp, and the 

democratic, anti-imperialist camp. The camp of peace and 

democracy relies on the growing workers and democratic 

movement in all lands, on the fraternal Communist Parties in 

all lands, on the fighters in the national liberation movement in 

the colonial and dependent countries, on the support of all 

progressive democratic forces. Heading the camp of peace and 

democracy is a man who embodies in his person wisdom, will, 

strength and justice of the working class. To this man, as to 

one’s father, teacher and leader, flow out the feelings and 

thoughts of the working people. The people know, they are 

confident that under Stalin’s leadership the camp of peace and 

democracy will be victorious. Its triumph is inevitable. 
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BEFORE THE 70th  BIRTHDAY OF 
COMRADE STALIN! 

 

HUNGARY 
 

A Government Committee presided over by Mathias 

Rakosi has been set up in Hungary to direct preparations for 

the celebration of Comrade Stalin’s 70th  birthday. 

Socialist emulation in honour of this date is spreading 

throughout the country. Many enterprises have promised to 

complete their annual plans by December 21, the birthday of 

Comrade Stalin. 

 

GERMANY 
 

The German newspaper “Niedersächsische Volksstimme” 

reports that the Central Committee of the Communist Party of 

Germany has appealed to the Party membership to commence 

preparation for Comrade Stalin’s 70th  birthday. 

The appeal adds that the working people of all countries 

see in Comrade Stalin their best friend. 

 

BELGIUM 
 

The democratic press of Belgium devotes much space to 

the forthcoming birthday. 

In the editorial “The 70th  Birthday of Comrade Stalin”, 
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published in the Belgian newspaper “Drapeau Rouge”, Lalman, 

General Secretary of the Belgian Communist Party, writes: 

“Fully realising the significance and importance of the 

tremendous international demonstrations which will take place 

on December 21, our Party decided to carry out a campaign 

which will include various events covering several weeks.” 

The newspaper “Le Drapeau Rouge Dimanche” devoted a 

page to the forthcoming anniversary. It wrote: “Hundreds of 

millions of the working people in all countries prepare to 

demonstrate their love and gratitude to Comrade Stalin—the 

Lenin of today”. 

 

BULGARIA 
 

Mass meetings in connection with the birthday celebration 

are being held in many towns and villages. 

Classes to study Stalin’s biography were also formed 

throughout the country. There are already 137 such classes 

functioning in Stara-Zagora. 

By a decree of the Presidium of the National Assembly, the 

State chemical factory now under construction in Dimitrovgrad 

has been called after Comrade Stalin. 

The working people of Bulgaria have also begun large-

scale Socialist emulation in honour of Comrade Stalin’s 

birthday. Factory and office workers of Burgas and district who 

initiated this movement have promised to save 20 million levs 

by the end of the year, and to increase profits in excess of the 

plan by 50 million levs. Other factory and office workers in 

many factories throughout the country join the Burgas workers 

in this movement. 

Dimitrovo miners aim to complete their annual plan by 

December 20. 
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PLENUM CENTRAL COMMITTEE, UNITED 
WORKERS’ PARTY OF POLAND 

 

A plenum of the Central Committee of the Polish United 

Workers’ Party and of the Party Central Control Commission 

was held in Warsaw on November 11-13. Leading Party 

comrades also participated. 

Reports discussed included the Party’s tasks in the struggle 

for revolutionary vigilance—given by Comrade Bierut, 

Chairman of Central Committee, and a report on organisational 

questions. 

The Plenum suggested that the Political Bureau of the 

Central Committee should take Comrade Bierut’s report as a 

guide in the Party’s work to strengthen revolutionary vigilance 

and to raise the ideological level of the Party. 

During the eleven months since the Unity Congress, 

Comrade Gomulka and Klisco, members at the Central 

Committee of the Polish United Workers’ Party have not 

displayed good will in repairing the damage inflicted on the 

Party by the Right nationalist deviation, nor in overcoming this 

deviation by sincere party self-criticism. 

Because of this and because they avoided the Party 

assistance to expose completely enemy agents who had crept 

into various posts, and because with regard to these questions 

they had displayed a criminal tolerance, the Plenum decided to 

remove Comrade Gomulka and Klisco from the Central 

Committee and deprive them of the right to take part in the 

work of Party organs. 

The Central Committee also decided to remove Comrade 

Spykhalski from the Central Committee of the United 

Workers’ Party for his criminal political blindness, and deprive 
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him of the right to work in Party organs. 

The Plenum unanimously decided to co-opt Comrade 

Konstantin Rokossowski, Marshal of Poland, and Comrades 

Granas Ramanu, Witold Yarosinski and Mikhail Kraewski to 

the Central Committee. 

Marcel Cachin, veteran French Communist leader was 

present as guest at the Plenum. 
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UNITED ACTIONS OF FRENCH WORKING 
PEOPLE 

 

Apart from the emergency of 3,000 francs so stingily 

granted to the lower paid sections of the people, the French 

Government stubbornly refuses to improve the conditions of 

working people of France. 

This shows, says the General Confederation of Labour in 

its widely circulated appeal, that the “Government and the 

employers will agree to meet the just demands of the working 

people only under the pressure of a persistent broad and united 

struggle”. 

Drawing the logical conclusion from this, the C.G.T. “once 

again openly calls upon the French Confederation of Christian 

Workers and “Force Ouvriere” to form a national united action 

committee”. 

Concluding, the C.G.T. appeal says: “Fight to ensure that 

unity in the factories becomes a national unity. Organise 

energetic and resolute actions. Secure in this way an 

unconditional victory for your demands”. 

The success of the eleven-day strike of 3,700 Calais lace 

workers—members of the C.G.T., Confederation of Christian 

Workers and “Force Ouvriere”—coupled with the victory of 

the three-week strike by 1,800 hat-makers in Chazelles-sur-

Lyon (Loire department) shows that the C.G.T. appeal 

corresponds to the needs of the working people, 

Everywhere the will for united struggle is shown: among 

the 1,800 iron and steel workers in Hennebont (Morbihan) who 

have been on strike for 8 days; among the Paris bank 

employees who struck for 24 hours on November 17; among 

the Christian youth in the Loire and Upper Loire departments; 

in the C.G.T. and in the Christian Workers’ trade union 

federations in the iron and steel industry who decided to send a 
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joint delegation to the Minister of Labour to discuss demands 

advanced by the workers. 

All this testifies to the scale of the united action among the 

French working people. 
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BRITISH WORKERS DEMAND CLEAR OUT 
U.S. AIR FORCE PERSONNEL 

 

Communists and Trade Unionists carrying an effigy of 

Uncle Sam—American Big Business—marched in protest 

through the streets of Warrington (England) carrying banners 

inscribed with slogans demanding peace and the ejection of 

7,000 American airman, many of whom, with their bombers, 

are stationed at Burtonwood, nearby. 

Addressing a great meeting held later, Mr. Leo McGree, an 

official of the Woodworkers’ union, said: “We are not anti-

American, but anti-Wall Street”. 

Syd Abbott, district secretary of the Communist Party, 

declared the activities of the Yanks in Burtonwood were 

typical of the warlike preparations carried on by American 

imperialism. 
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EXPLOITERS AND OPPRESSORS OF THE 
FREEDOM OF THE YUGOSLAV PEOPLES 

 

After the Rajk trial the whole world is convinced that Tito 

and the ring-leaders in his gang are hired agent of the 

imperialist intelligence services. The logic of events is more 

convincing than the demagogic smoke screen of the Belgrade 

provocateurs. With their own deeds the Tito-ites daily and 

hourly expose themselves. 

Neither the streams of Pijade’s lies nor the bloody 

Rankovic expeditions can overcome this crack in the fascist 

regime. Hitler also had his Goebbels and his “Völkischer 

Beobachler” but no propaganda could succeed in concealing 

from the peoples the beastly nature of fascism. The same is the 

case with Tito, Pijade, Rankovic. They have to act. And it is 

precisely this which exposes them. 

Fascism is fascism. It has its own inherent features. It is not 

difficult to distinguish the prowling wolf from a peaceful 

sheep. The Yugoslav workers get to know the class essence of 

the Tito-Rankovic state machine through the monstrous 

exploitation to which the working class, working peasantry and 

intelligentsia are subjected in Yugoslavia. 

No matter how much Yugoslavia is sealed from the outside 

world the voice of wrathful protest in the country is heard more 

and more. 

With what is the Yugoslav working class indignant? Here 

are a few facts characterising the entire Tito-Rankovic fascist-

Gestapo regime. 

In the Podlabin mine (Istria) the workers more than once 

drew the attention of the administration to negligence in 

relation to safety. The Tito henchman and spy Vukmanovic, 
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Minister of Mining Industry, replied with an order to pay less 

attention to “panic-mongers” and to press even more for the 

Anglo-Americans need non-ferrous metals. 

Vukmanovic does not care a pin about the health or life of 

the miners. If one falls sick and dies Rankovic can mobilise 

others. This, in effect, is how the work of the Yugoslav state 

machine is organised. 

Most important thing for Vukmanovic is to win a 

benevolent smile from the representative of the U.S. firms who 

sent ships to the Yugoslav ports to be loaded. 

An explosion took place in the Podlabin mine when 84 

miners were killed. However, that does not worry Tito in the 

least. Together with his American guests he is having a good 

time in his hunting field—as was the case with Goering who 

exterminated workers in hundreds at the “Hermann-Goering” 

enterprises while he enjoyed himself in his castle in East 

Prussia. 

Tito does not want to be behind Goering in anything, and 

issues an order: Do not spare the people, carry out the 

programme. 

To carry out the programme is important for the Tito-ites 

from all points of view. First, it means to have something to 

send abroad; second, it provides more to put into their pockets; 

third, it enables them to write in the newspapers about the 

successes of the “socialist construction” in Yugoslavia and thus 

deceive the people. 

The entire corrupt state machine, filled to the utmost with 

ustashes, chetniks, kulaks, speculators and others is brought 

into operation. It crushes, stifles and makes the people work 

12-14 hours a day. 

In Yugoslavia programmes are “carried out” not by 

mechanising and improving the organisation of production but 

by prolonging the working day and intensifying exploitation.  

This severe exploitation is carried out under the slogan of 
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“emulation” as a result of which the number of fatal accidents 

increased in 1948 by 38 per cent. Recently three workers at one 

of the Bor mines were crushed with descending tubs. Six 

workers were killed in the Trepca mines. The list could be 

extended endlessly. 

At the Ikarus enterprise workers are forced to put in 12 

hours a day. Similar conditions prevail at the “Uljanik” ship 

yard and in other enterprises. But even these “socialist” 

methods fail to help the Tito-ites: the majority of workers are 

sabotaging production.  

This situation calls for the despatch of groups of 

“volunteers” to factories. Workers from other enterprises are 

forced to spend their Sundays working at the Roca bauxite 

mines. Every day the trade unions send 50 to 60 workers to the 

docks at Rjeka to load Anglo-American ships. 

Yugoslav workers are resisting this capitalist exploitation. 

The Rankovic janissaries deal ruthlessly with workers who 

refuse to knuckle under. At the Matkatitsa molybdenum 

workings 160 men were arrested for protesting against the 

withdrawal of ration books from their families. At the 

Milutinovic enterprise some 800 workers who were denied 

ration books refused to work. Many of them were arrested. 

A strike which took place recently at the Tosa Markovic 

plant was forcibly suppressed. 

As in all capitalist countries, class contradictions are being 

accentuated in Yugoslavia—contradictions between the 

exploited Yugoslav proletariat and the exploiting Tito clique. 

Obviously, these contradictions can only lead to the abolition 

of the capitalist yoke in Yugoslavia. 

Capitalism was restored in Yugoslavia with the aid of 

Gestapo methods; by means of a counter-revolutionary coup 

d’etat. The Tito clique seized power and is now suppressing the 

exploited majority, utilising for this purpose an unprecedented 

terror. 
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But the more the Belgrade gang carries on its rampage, the 

more it exposes itself in the eyes of the Yugoslav people. It is  

impossible to keep the freedom-loving peoples of Yugoslavia 

under the heel of colonial slavery for long.  

The working class of Yugoslavia will find the strength with 

which to regenerate a genuine Communist Party capable of 

organising and leading a victorious struggle against the 

capitalist exploiters, for a Socialist Yugoslavia! 

 

M. RIZNIC 
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WORLD YOUTH DAY 
 

The First Congress of the World Federation of Democratic 

Youth decided that the democratic youth of all countries should 

celebrate each November 10 as a World Youth Day.  

Celebrations of the World Youth Day this year particularly 

emphasised the sympathies of democratic youth to the Soviet 

Union and the People’s Democracies; to the camp of Socialism 

and democracy. 

Despite severe terror and persecution young people in 

capitalist countries took part in demonstrations and meetings 

on the 32nd  Anniversary of the October Revolution, including 

a large student demonstration in Delhi (India). 

Young people of the Paris region in France demonstrated 

on November 10 against the unjust war in Viet-Nam. 

World Youth Day in the Soviet Union was celebrated by a 

plenum of the Anti-Fascist Soviet Youth Committee and with 

special meetings and socials organised in all capitals of the 

Union Republics and in many towns and villages throughout 

the country. 

Similar Youth Day meetings were held in Warsaw, Sofia 

and in the capitals of other People’s Democracies. 
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LETTER FROM THE MOTHER OF A DEAD 
FIGHTER 

 

The French newspaper “Humanite” recently published a 

letter from Mdme Bethinger, a French citizen, widow and 

mother of a dead fighter, to Comrade Stalin in connection with 

his 70th  birthday. 

“Dear Comrade Stalin,” says the letter. 

“My son was among the glorious French francs-tireurs and 

partisans. He took part in the operation to blow up the radio 

mast in Sainte-Assise and in other engagements. 

“He was a Frenchman and a Communist. Having passed 

through the…. Comrade Prestes recent report to Maurice 

Thorez’ Party he realised that a Communist must be an 

internationalist and a patriot and therefore supported the policy 

of Maurice Thorez and Jacques Duclos in June, 1910. 

“Jacques was arrested. He died later in the Mauthausen 

concentration camp in 1945. 

“A few weeks ago I visited the  place where Jacques had 

been imprisoned. I saw a Soviet soldier, a sentry. Though we 

spoke different languages, we understood each other. With a 

feeling of great emotion I embraced this Soviet soldier as I 

would have embraced my own son. 

“For me this soldier represented the Soviet Union, without 

which there would have been even more victims, and that same 

Soviet Union which suffered heavy sacrifices to crush the 

fascist beast and bring freedom to the oppressed. 

“My boy Claude keeps a little star presented to him by this 

soldier in memory of his brother who died for freedom. 

“On the occasion of your 70th  birthday I swear to teach my 

son never to forget our debt to you and your people.  

“On this occasion I report to you with pride that I have 

joined the French Communist Party which leads the working 
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people along the road of Marxism-Leninism. After your 

example, the Party will be able to build Socialism in our 

country. 

“I send to you my wishes for a long life so that you can 

guide the free peoples of all countries and help them with your 

counsel for many years to come.” 

 

Madame Bethinger, 

19, Alle de l’Orme, 

Bondu (Seine). 
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VICTORY OF STEEL WORKERS IN U.S. 
 

More than 500,000 steel workers in the U.S. demanded 

from the employers the introduction of pensions for aged 

workers and social insurance. 

The industrialists refused to grant these demands. On 

October 1st  the workers struck work and remained on strike for 

39 days. Four of the big Steel plants, were forced to satisfy the 

workers demands and grant a monthly pension._ 
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ELECTION PREPARATION IN BULGARIA 
 

Sofia. (From our own correspondent).  

 

Active preparations for the elections to the National 

Assembly and the regional people’s councils which will take 

place in Bulgaria on December 18 are now going  on 

throughout the country. 

Two-day classes for propagandists have been organised in 

Sofia. Members of the Political Bureau of the Communist Party 

—Comrades Tchervenkov, Poptomov, Terpeshev and 

Tchankov—addressed the students at these classes. 

Two-day courses for the leaders of local propaganda 

groups were also held in district towns on November 9-10. 

Classes for propagandists in factories, villages, agricultural 

co-operatives, machine-tractor stations and in offices were 

organised on November 12-15. Over 150,000 speakers—all 

members of the Communist Party and the Fatherland Front—

will be trained in this way. 
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DEVELOPMENT OF AGRICULTURAL CO-
OPERATIVES IN BULGARIA. T. 

Tchernokolev, Member, Political Bureau, 
Communist Party of Bulgaria 

 

During the autumn of 1948 and the spring of 1949, that is, 

on the eve of the Fifth Party Congress and after the Congress, 

about 1,000 new agricultural cooperatives were formed in 

Bulgaria. At present there is a total of 1,600 of these 

cooperatives uniting 147,000 peasant households (13.3 per cent 

of all households), and 540,000 hectares of land (11.2 par cent 

of the total cultivated land). Many new members joined the 

existing cooperatives, enlarging the area of cooperative land. 

The co-operatives were strengthened organisationally and 

economically. Hundreds of the cooperatives now operate on 

the basis of work brigades and work-day units. The present 86 

machine-tractor depots give considerable assistance to the 

cooperative undertakings. Due to these developments, the 

cooperatives have had extremely encouraging results this year, 

despite the severe drought. For example, the cooperative in the 

village of Popovtsi, Asenovgrad Region, secured 4,570 

kilogrammes of wheat to the hectare; in the village of Bogdan, 

Karlov Region, a yield of 4,480 kilos was obtained; in Maritsa, 

Pasardjishsk Region, 3,970 kilos. In Isperikhovo, Peschersk 

Region, the cooperative gathered 44,000 kilos of potatoes per 

hectare; in Katunitsi, Asenovgrad Region. 4,000 kilos of barley 

per hectare in the Yagodovo, in the same region, 2,100 kilos of 

sun-flower; in Kartovo Konare, 40,000 kilos of pepper—plant 

to the hectare, and so on. 

These results testify to the great possibilities latent in the 

agricultural cooperatives, this new form of land cultivation 

developed by the people’s democratic power. 

Our agricultural cooperatives are not, as yet, a socialist 
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type of economy. They represent a transitional form from 

capitalism to Socialism. These cooperatives include both 

private and social means of production. The land is private 

property while the implements, draught animals and other 

cattle, farm buildings and funds are cooperative, public 

property. 

Consequently, when sharing income, both the work put in 

and the amount of land pooled by the peasant are taken into 

account. The owners of the land receive rent which represents 

part of surplus value. This gives rise to contradictions within 

the cooperatives. The property-less and poor peasants want a 

reduction and abolition of rent, while the medium peasants 

stubbornly insist on the rent being increased. This feature 

distinguishes our agricultural producer cooperatives from the 

Soviet collective farms where land is common property and 

income is distributed exclusivity on the basis of work 

performed. 

The process taking place within the cooperatives testifies 

both to the development in them of socialist elements and the 

existence of private-property capitalist elements. Our job is to 

facilitate the all-round development of the socialist elements 

and to restrict the capitalist elements. 

For the purpose of lowering rent and increasing the 

payment for work-day units, we began in some places to 

determine rent not on a percentage basis (the law provides for 

20-40 per cent of net income) but in relation to a certain 

number of work-day units: rent paid per hectare equals 

approximately payment for 15-40 work-day units. This method 

restricted the amount paid in rent. However, the medium 

peasants, non-members of the cooperatives began to show less 

interest in joining the cooperatives. This called hr very great 

care on our part, for a gradual lowering of rent so that it should 

not hinder the medium peasants from coming into the 

cooperatives. At present, when the land is not nationalised; we 
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cannot switch the working peasantry to cooperative  agriculture 

without paying rent for the use of land. 

However, the total rent should not exceed that part of the 

income earmarked tor payment of the work-day units; nor 

should it be so inconsiderable as to act as a deterrent to the 

medium peasant joining the cooperatives. 

Accordingly as the social means of production in the 

cooperatives grow—funds, farm buildings, cattle, implements, 

etc.—to the extent that socialist industry gains in strength, and 

the people’s power and the alliance between the working class 

and poor and medium peasants becomes consolidated, we shall, 

with the consent of members of the cooperatives, gradually 

lower rent until it disappears altogether. The abolition of rent 

will mean, in effect, the nationalisation of land and the creation 

of the pre-requisites for transforming the agricultural 

cooperatives into socialist agriculture. 

 

*** 

 

The Bulgarian Communist Party enthusiastically welcomed 

the decision of the Fifth Congress to reorganise the countryside 

along Socialist lines. The Congress which worked under the 

guidance of Comrade Dimitrov, decided that, by the end of the 

Five-Year Plan, 60 per cent of the total cultivated land should 

belong to the cooperatives. This decision formed the basis of 

the Five-Year Plan for agriculture, which foresees over 4,000 

producer cooperatives uniting 3,000,000 hectares by the end of 

1953. The 1949 target was fixed at 1,500 cooperatives with 

400,000 hectares of land. Actually, this target was reached at 

the beginning of the year. By the end of March we had 1,600 

cooperatives with a total of 540,000 hectares. Whole-hearted 

enthusiasm was observed among the working peasantry. 

Considerable numbers of medium peasants joined the 

cooperatives. But, in the conditions of the development of the 
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agricultural cooperatives on a mass scale we committed a 

number of serious mistakes; we failed to give proper guidance 

in the matter of organising them, with the result that, in many 

places, cooperatives emerged spontaneously, without 

preliminary preparation and sufficient explanatory work. In 

pursuit of numbers, the Ministry of Agriculture and the Party 

organisations failed to take account of the necessary personnel, 

of the technical basis, and failed to estimate correctly the 

possibilities of the given stage of development. In many places, 

all who expressed a desire to join a cooperative—officials, 

artisans and others, people who owned land but who did not 

work in the venture—were accepted as members. In some 

cases even kulaks were accepted. The influx brought into the 

cooperatives many peasants who lacked confidence in the 

advantages of the cooperatives over individual farming and 

who, upon encountering the initial difficulties, vacillated. 

More serious mistakes were made in the matter of 

organising the fields for cultivation. In a number of cases, with 

the aim of making possible the use of agricultural machines 

and to secure the rational utilisation of man-power it was 

essential to unite the isolated strips into a single, large field, 

The law provides for the taking over of strips from the 

individual households, but only on the indispensable condition 

that a plot equivalent in size and fertility is made available in 

exchange; that is, fertile land should be exchanged for land of 

equal fertility, kitchen garden for kitchen garden, a vineyard, 

for a similar vineyard, and so on. 

Unfortunately, in many villages this absolutely correct law 

was grossly violated, causing injury to many poor and medium 

households. The kulak elements took advantage of this and in a 

number of cases tried hard to win to their side the disgruntled 

poor and medium peasants and endeavoured to turn them 

against the cooperatives and the people’s power.  

The June Plenum of the Central Committee severely 
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condemned the distortions of Party policy in the sphere of 

agricultural reorganisation. 

The mistakes which were disclosed and condemned by the 

Plenum were:— 

First, violation of the voluntary principle in organising the 

cooperatives. Comrade Stalin has pointed out in this respect, 

that any pressure, particularly pressure on the medium peasant, 

is bound to bring negative results. Frequently, our local 

organisations did not observe this principle in their work and, 

in the process of exchanging land, actuality forced peasants to 

join the cooperatives. 

Second, in our haste to form cooperatives we did not pay 

due regard to the actual possibilities. 

Third, many Party branches adopted an incorrect attitude to 

the poor and medium peasants, and displayed an insufficiently 

clear class approach to the different social strata in the 

countryside. 

Fourth, the weakness of the rural Party branches which, in 

many cases, proved incapable of guiding the working 

peasantry, and tagged along in the wake of events. 

In the villages where the land laws were violated and 

where the enemy was particularly active, the latter succeeded 

in fomenting strife between cooperative members and 

individual peasants. This created a certain danger for the 

alliance between the working class and the poor and medium 

peasants and, had the distortions not been rectified in good 

time, might have led to extremely undesirable political 

consequences. The Plenum mobilised the Party to correct the 

distortions. Eighty government commissions were set up under 

the chairmanship of Parliamentary deputies. The Commissions 

examined the work of all agricultural cooperatives and 

liquidated the distortions on the spot. Corrupt elements, 

careerists and kulaks were expelled from the cooperatives. This 

process is still going on. 
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The rectification of mistakes helped to strengthen labour 

discipline in the cooperatives to eliminate the methods of 

issuing commands and to inculcate methods of collective 

leadership. 

The Plenum also resolved not to organise any additional 

agricultural cooperatives for some time. Meanwhile, the 

attention of the Party and the government will be concentrated 

on securing the organisational and economic consolidation of 

the existing cooperatives. Serious work is now underway to 

train cooperative members ideologically and politically and to 

improve the agro-technical knowledge of the cooperative 

officials, brigade leaders and other personnel. 

The Party is now faced with the task of carrying out the 

decisions of the June Plenum, to rectify the mistakes that were 

committed, to consolidate the alliance between the working 

class and the poor and medium peasants, to continue exposing 

the kulak elements. 

The solution of these tasks will enable us to go ahead 

firmly and with increased confidence in the great work of 

reorganising our agriculture along socialist lines. 
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SIXTH PLENUM Of THE CENTRAL 
COMMITTEE OF THE GREEK COMMUNIST 

PARTY 
 

Quoting the “Free Greece” broadcasting station, the 

Telepress agency reports that the Sixth Plenum of the Central 

Committee of the Greek Communist Party was held recently. 

The Plenum resolution reviews the course of the struggle 

waged by the Democratic Army up to the treachery of the Tito 

clique during the battles of Kaimaktsilan and Vitsi this year. 

The decision of the Fifth Plenum, continues the resolution, 

which said that 1949 could become a year of victory, was 

correct under the conditions when the Tito clique had not yet 

openly gone over to the imperialist camp and pretended to be a 

friend of the Greek democratic movement. 

The Sixth Plenum notes the treachery of the Tito-ites who 

not only co-operated with the monarchist-fascists and let them 

pass through the Yugoslav territory during the battle of 

Kaimaktsilan, but who also stabbed the Democratic Army in 

the back during the battle of Vitsi when the Yugoslav armed 

forces attacked the rear and flanks of the Democratic Army. 

The resolution also notes the attempts of Tito agents to 

split and undermine the fighting unity of the Democratic Army 

from within. 

The following tasks of the Greek Communist Party under 

the new conditions were outlined by the Plenum: 

To stop the armed struggle, preserving however, some 

partisan units for defence purposes and as a warning to the 

monarcho-fascist regime; the entire power of the movement to 

be directed towards a large-scale political and economic 

struggle; the organisation of a general front of struggle for 
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democracy, independence and peace and for the 

democratisation of Greece. 

Communist, it was also decided at the Plenum, must head 

the economic struggle of factory and office workers, the 

struggle for trade-union rights, and the general political and 

economic fight of the people; combat pseudo-Socialists and 

reformists and further expose the treacherous Tito clique. 
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STRUGGLE OF THE WORKING PEOPLE IN 
ITALY 

 

The struggle of the working people of Italy against the 

curtailment of production and dismissal, for work and bread 

and against further growth of unemployment continues. 

It finds expression in various forms: the seizure of 

uncultivated landlords’ land by peasants in South Italy; protests 

against dismissals in many branches of industry; and discussion 

by local trade unions of the economic plan advanced by the 

Genoa Congress of the Italian General Confederation of 

Labour. 

In the struggle against dismissals and curtailment of 

production the workers of the Ansaldo engineering plant in 

Pozzuoli (Naples) occupied the works. 

Workers have also seized part of the San Georgio 

shipyards in Taranto. 

On October 29, the workers in the asphalt mines in Scafa 

(Pescara province) struck work against the dismissal of 200 

workers. 

The protest movement also extend to the Marzotto mill in 

Vichenza when the management demanded on October 29 that 

300 workers should be sacked. 

In a number of industries negotiations are in progress 

concerning revision of the collective labour agreements. On 

October 28, a new collective agreement for all branches of 

bricks and tile production was signed. Negotiations for marble-

work and maritime transport also continue. 

Negotiations to revise the conditions of the textile 

industries’ agreement encounter the greatest difficulties. Here 

the industrialists, who for the past three years have made 

enormous profits, stubbornly refuse to grant the workers’ 

demands for increased wages. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
 

WHAT THE PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY HAS GIVEN 
ME 

 

My home Is the village of Popeşti, near Jassy. I inherited 

four hectares of land from my parents and when I married my 

wife added her three hectares. I had two oxen and, over a 

period of twenty years, I raised a tiny flock of eight sheep—

which put me in the category of a medium peasant. But what 

was the life of the medium peasant in the old Rumania? I, my 

wife and the older children worked like slaves. The land 

yielded a poor crop; time and again I was fined because I was 

unable to pay taxes and faced the prospect of having to sell the 

farm. Seven of my nine children died from hunger or disease. 

On the orders of Hitler’s servant, Antonescu, I had to 

,leave my home, my wife and children. I was sent to fight in 

the criminal war against the Soviet Union. I began to say to 

myself: “Asaftei, you are not fighting for yourself, but for the 

landlords, the manufacturers and the kulaks”. 

After the war I came home and everything had to be started 

anew. But this time it was easier. Workers from the towns 

came to give us medium and poor peasants a helping hand. The 

land was taken from the landlords and distributed among the 

poor peasants. But in 1946 we had a terrible misfortune—the 

great drought. Everything in the fields was burnt up. The cattle 

died. The kulaks grew rich on the misfortunes of the people. 

They bought land from hungry families for a handful of maize 

flour. 

Had it not been for the Workers’ Party and the Soviet 
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Union we would have died. I hall never forget the day when, 

along with hundreds of thousands of other drought-stricken 

peasants, they brought me 300 kilograms of wheat, 300 

kilograms of maize, oats, and other cereals. All this was sent by 

the Soviet Union. 

Since that day we peasants have understood more clearly 

what the new State of the working people means for us. A 

cooperative shop has been opened in our village where we can 

buy materials and clothes at low prices. The people’s State has 

given us credits to buy cattle. I received  30,000 lei and bought 

two oxen. Poverty has begun to disappear from my home. An 

agricultural machine-hiring station has been started by our 

cooperative. Here you can hire a plough or a sower for 30 or 40 

lei. We also get a great deal of help from the neighbouring 

machine-tractor depot. Last autumn many of the poor and 

medium peasants of our village got together to cultivate the 

land jointly with State tractors and machines. This spring I 

also, for the first time, ploughed my land with a tractor. 

The State recently granted us another privilege. It relieved 

the poor peasants’ households from paying old debts and now 

it has lowered taxes. Last year I paid 6,700 lei in taxes, but this 

year only 4,000 lei. 

Our life improves from day to day. My son Andrian has 

gone to study at Jassy University, The State provides him with 

food, a room and books. In the old days I could not have 

dreamt about such a thing. My daughter Augustina was sent by 

the Democratic Women’s Union to take a nursing course. She 

did not pay anything, either. She is working as village nurse in 

Salva-Mica, near Nǎsǎud. Everything shows that my children 

will live better than I did. And all this we have received from 

the workers’ and peasants’ State. That is why I am confident 

that, as time goes on, we shall live better and better.  

Fifteen kilometres away, in the village of Bǎltati, the poor 

and middle peasants decided to pool their land and labour in a 
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collective farm. In our village there is talk about following 

their example. I fully agree with this.  

In the newspapers I read that the rich people of America 

and Britain are preparing war against the Soviet Union and the 

People’s Democracies. But they should know that we will 

spare no efforts to safeguard our happy future. With us are the 

Party, our new State, the Soviet Union and Comrade Stalin. 

And no one shall halt our advance toward a new life. 

 

Asaftei K. Teodor  
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PEOPLE’S CORRESPONDENTS MOVEMENT 
IN GERMANY 

 

Every day more people from town and the country write to 

the newspapers of the German Democratic Republic, thus 

revealing how the mass of the people realise the important role 

played by the democratic press. 

Often, on the basis of information received, the democratic 

press in Germany has been able to rectify mistakes made at 

various factories. A good job also done by an agricultural 

worker at the Dubrau socialised estate (Brandenburg land) 

who, in his letter, revealed big shortcomings on this estate. 

Exposure of selfish persons on the administrative staff was 

the means of securing considerable improvements on the 

estate. 

People’s correspondents have displayed valuable initiative 

by organising discussions on the questions of work rates, the 

need to improve quality of production. 

It is not fortuitous that the capitalist press of Schumacher 

and his henchmen—directed by Big Business—have 

“honoured” the people’s correspondents by attacking them. 

This press has reason to fear the truth, for ever wider 

sections of the German people are becoming aware of the fool 

essence of its deceptive manoeuvres, and, in consequence, 

scorn it. 

Irrefutable proof of this is revealed in the bankruptcy of 

many newspapers in the Western sectors of Berlin. 

The development of the People’s correspondents 

movement differs in various laenders. In Brandenburg land it 

has already acquired such a scale that special classes for 

correspondents are organised. 

The development of this movement in the other laender 
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depends on the editors of the democratic newspapers there. For 

this purpose they must not rely on their own articles, they 

should organise a steady stream of correspondence from the 

localities. 

The more the letters’ department becomes a central feature  

of the work of the editorial boards, the clearer the newspapers 

will speak in the true language of the people, and the more 

successful the democratic press in dislodging the lying press of 

the warmongers.  

Close contact with the peoples correspondents is desirable.  

Pooling experience between correspondents in the different 

countries could yield much that would be of value to the 

democratic press in each country. For the people’s 

correspondents in Germany such contact would be an excellent 

school. They must take a firm course in combatting prejudiced 

people and people lacking in political consciousness, in 

combating the intrigues of reactionaries in their country.  

 

Heinz-Ferdinand PADEBERG 

Editor “Neues Deutschland” 
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CONCERNING THE BASIS OF PLANNING IN 
THE PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACIES. Hilary 

Minc, Member, Political Bureau, Central 
Committee; United Workers’ Party of 

Poland 
 

A correct solution to the questions of planning in the 

People’s Democracies can only be made on the basis of a 

Marxist-Leninist definition of the class essence of the State in 

these countries. The rise of the People’s Democracies and the 

consequent course of their development toward Socialism have 

made it necessary to solve a number of theoretical questions 

concerning the class nature of the State in these countries. 

As is known, a detailed solution of these questions was 

outlined by Comrade Dimitrov in his report to the Fifth 

Congress of the Bulgarian Communist Party and by Comrade 

Bierut in his report to the First Congress of the United Polish 

Workers’ Party. 

On the basis of the Marxist-Leninist doctrine on the role of 

the State and of the dictatorship of the proletariat during the 

transition from capitalism to Communism, and basing 

themselves on the counsel and explanations of Comrade Stalin 

on the main theoretical questions, Comrade Dimitrov and 

Bierut pointed out that the system of people’s democracy was 

successfully carrying out the functions of the dictatorship of 

the proletariat, and that therefore the State in the People’s 

Democracies was in essence, a variation, a form of the 

dictatorship of the proletariat. 

This peculiarity of people’s democracy as one of the forms 

of the dictatorship of the proletariat does not change the main 
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thesis that people’s democracy and the Soviet form of the 

dictatorship of the proletariat are, in their class essence, one 

and the same type; that both these systems are forms of the 

dictatorship of the working class which, under the leadership of 

the Marxist-Leninist Party, rallying the working people of town 

and countryside around itself, is guiding the transition from 

capitalism to Communism. 

The peculiarity of people’s democracy as a form of the 

dictatorship of the proletariat is determined by the victory of 

Socialism in the USSR, by the decisive role of the Soviet 

Union in World War Two, and by the extremely favourable 

conditions created in these countries for building Socialism, 

thanks to their liberation by the Soviet Army, and to the all-

round assistance given to them by the Soviet Union with its 

great might. 

A fierce struggle for building Socialism, for dislodging and 

then abolishing the capitalist elements, is being fought in the 

People’s Democracies. Capitalist elements are still strong in 

many branches of economy, and there still remains a basis for 

their development in the petty commodity economy which 

prevails in the countryside. However, this does not alter the 

fact that the People’s Democratic States are States of a socialist 

type, since they have set themselves the goal of building a 

classless, socialist society. 

In 1918, Lenin wrote in “‘Left-Wing’ Childishness and 

Petty Bourgeois Mentality”: “No one, I think, in studying the 

question of the economics of Russia, has denied their 

transitional character. Nor, I think, has any Communist denied 

that the term Socialist Soviet Republic implies the 

determination of the Soviet Government to achieve the 

transition to Socialism, and not that the new economic order is 

a socialist order”. (Lenin, Selected Works, Volume VII, p. 

361). 

Addressing the Third All-Russian Congress of Soviets, 
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Lenin said: “We never had any illusions on that score, and we 

know how difficult is the road that leads from capitalism to 

Socialism; but it is our duty to say that our Soviet Republic is a 

socialist republic because we have taken this road, and our 

words will not be empty words”. (Lenin, Selected Works, 

Volume VII, p. 275). 

This definition by Lenin can and should be fully applied to 

the people’s democratic States. They are States in which 

Socialism has not yet triumphed completely, where the new 

economic order is not, as yet, always and everywhere socialist; 

but they are, nevertheless, States which have set themselves the 

aim of going over to Socialism, and the successful experience 

of socialist construction in these countries has shown that their 

determination to build Socialism is not an empty word. 

While recognising that the people’s democratic States are 

fulfilling the functions of the dictatorship of the proletariat, it 

can and must be recognised at the same time that these States 

are, in their class essence, similar in type to the Soviet State, 

that they are variegated, specific forms of a State of a socialist 

type. 

 

* ** 

 

During recent years, the Communist and Workers’ Parties 

in the People’s Democracies had to carry on a great struggle to 

destroy completely various Right and nationalist deviations, the 

supporters of which advocated the rotten “theory” of the State 

in the People’s Democracies a some kind of compromise 

between the dictatorship of the proletariat and the capitalist 

State. 

The views that the planning of national economy in the 

People’s Democracies is a third path, a “new” path of 

regulating the national economy, a middle-way between the 

capitalist path of crises and contradictions and Soviet socialist 
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planning, have revealed themselves and sometimes still reveal 

themselves, even now, as an integral part of this “theory”. It is 

obvious that these views are, in essence, a repudiation of real 

planning, that they lead to the freeing of capitalist elements and 

to complete capitulation before them. 

Planning the national economy in the People’s 

Democracies is one of the main functions of the Socialist State, 

a vital instrument of the proletarian dictatorship in realising, 

according to the classical formulation of Comrade Stalin, one 

of the three main aspects of the dictatorship of the proletariat, 

which is, “the utilisation of the power of the proletariat for the 

organisation of Socialism, for the abolition of classes, for the 

transition to a society without classes... “ (J. Stalin, “Problems 

of Leninism”, p. 130). 

Therefore, planning in the People’s Democracies, which 

are States of a socialist type, is not and cannot be something 

midway between capitalist anarchy and Soviet planning. It 

is socialist planning which, in its class essence, is of the 

same type as Soviet planning. 

Clearly, in the People’s Democracies, where Socialism has 

not yet triumphed completely. where the capitalist elements are 

still strong, planning differs greatly from that in the Soviet 

Union at the present stage of development of the Soviet State 

where Socialism has completely triumphed and where, on the 

basis of the already-realised abolition of antagonistic classes, a 

speedy advance is being made along the road to Communism. 

But if we lake Soviet planning in its historical development, we 

will see that, apart from the same class essence, there are very 

many common practical features and analogies between 

present planning in the People’s Democracies and Soviet 

planning during the New Economic Policy. 

This is understandable. As far back as 1928, Comrade 

Stalin said: Can the capitalist countries, even the most 

developed of them, do without the New Economic Policy 
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during the transition from capitalism to Socialism? I do not 

think so. To one degree or another the New Economic Policy 

with its market relations and the utilisation of these market 

relations are absolutely essential for every capitalist country in 

the period of the dictatorship of the proletariat. 

In the People’s Democracies in different periods and to 

varying degrees, market relations have been retained and 

utilised; possessing the leading economic positions, the State 

can ensure the steady development of the socialist sector in the 

national economy, the realisation of economic planning and the 

advance toward Socialism. The retention and utilisation of 

market relations, with the State holding the leading economic 

positions, have become a reality in the People’s Democracies, 

which, as distinct from the USSR, bypassed the stage of war 

Communism which was inevitable largely because of the bitter 

civil war and military intervention. Due to the powerful 

assistance of the Soviet Union, the People’s Democracies 

avoided a fierce civil war and armed imperialist intervention. 

Instead, benefiting from the experience of the Soviet Union, 

they were able in the main to find the correct solution to the 

problems of their economic development. At first, in certain 

sectors and on certain conditions, they allowed some capitalist 

elements to remain in the economy; then, having consolidated 

their possession of the leading positions, they went over to the 

offensive, gradually restricting and dislodging the capitalist 

elements and, in some decisive places, even abolishing the 

capitalist sector. 

As in the U.S.S.R. during the New Economic Policy, 

socialist planning in the People’s Democracies is being 

conducted under conditions of a complicated interweaving of 

various types of social-economic structure (Socialism, private-

economy capitalism and partly State capitalism, petty 

commodity economy and in some countries even a patriarchal 

economy). 
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It is clear that, under such conditions, the main task of 

planning is to secure such all-round development of the 

country’s productive forces as is most favourable for the 

abolition of the capitalist elements. for the transition of 

petty commodity production onto the socialist path, and for 

the complete victory of Socialism. 

 

*** 

 

The pivot of such planned development of the productive 

forces is the industry which has become the property of the 

State. This industry constitutes the leading position of the State 

and together with other State sectors in the hands of the State 

(transport, banking, monopoly of foreign trade, and the leading 

State and cooperative positions in wholesale and retail trade) 

makes possible, on the basis of planned direction, to direct the 

development of the national economy as a whole. 

The question of the nature of State industry in the People’s 

Democracies, which originally caused a number of doubts in he 

Communist and Workers Parties in the People’s Democracies, 

has now become quite clear. It is clear that, being the property 

of a State of a socialist type and in the hands of the proletarian 

dictatorship, being the main lever for the socialist 

reorganisation of the country and for planned economic 

development, this industry is a socialist industry. Lack of 

clarity about this, particularly, the definition made in the Polish 

Workers’ Party that State industry was “socialist only in its 

main features”, arose from the lack of clarity at the time on the 

question of the People’s democratic State as a State of socialist 

type, carrying out the functions of the dictatorship of the 

proletariat and being a specific form of it. 

To ensure that State industry in the People’s Democracies 

victoriously plays the role of main lever of the dictatorship of 

the proletariat in the socialist reorganisation of the country and 
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in securing planned direction of the entire national economy, it 

is essential to give a correct definition of the path of 

development of socialist industry, particularly the connection 

between the development of industry producing the means of 

production and the consumer goods industries. 

In the majority of the People’s Democracies the legacy of 

the capitalist system was a backward, undeveloped industry 

where light industry predominated. It is obvious that if industry 

had remained at this level it would not have been able to play a 

leading role in the socialist reorganisation of the country. 

Therefore, it becomes necessary to secure a rapid, all-round 

development of industry, giving first preference to industry 

producing the means of production. However, putting emphasis 

on the development of heavy industry does not mean that light 

industry should not be developed. On the contrary, the 

development of light industry is essential both from the point 

of view of satisfying the growing demands of the working 

people whose wellbeing steadily improves under planned 

economy, and from the point of view of using a part of the 

accumulations in light industry, where the turnover of funds is 

more rapid, for building heavy industry. Maximum 

coordination of the rates of development for heavy industry 

and light industry and the determination of these rates is, 

from the point of view of the entire national economy, one 

of the main questions of planning of the People’s 

Democracies. Relying on the rich experience of planning in 

the Soviet Union, and greatly helped by the Soviet Union in the 

matter  industrialisation, the People’s Democracies are, in the 

main, solving this question correctly. 

A vital element of the leading positions in the hands of the 

State, which makes possible the planned direction of the 

national economy, is the monopoly of foreign trade now 

secured in the People’s Democracies. Foreign trade and, in 

general, the international economic relations of the People’s 
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Democracies have two distinct aspects. Foreign trade and 

economic relations with the Soviet Union and the other 

People’s Democracies are relation of a new type through which 

the planned economy of the given country comes into contact 

with the planned socialist economy of the Soviet Union and the 

planned economies of the other People’s Democracies. These 

relations are aimed at giving mutual assistance to secure the 

speediest development of the productive forces and the 

complete victory of Socialism. Without economic contacts 

with, and assistance from the Soviet Union, the People’s 

Democracies would not be able to retain their economic and 

political sovereignty. They would become the object of the 

arbitrariness of the imperialist plunderers, the object of their 

dictate, a backward appendage to their economy, and would 

not be successful in building a socialist society. The all-round 

development of foreign trade and the general economic 

relations between the People’s Democracies and the Soviet 

Union accelerate the growth of the productive forces and the 

victory of Socialism, strengthens planning in the People’s 

Democracies, and makes it possible to extend the coordination 

in planning between several countries. The Council of Mutual 

Economic Aid is the organisational form which accelerates the 

accumulation of experience and provide also for the formation 

and crystallisation of these essentially new economic relations. 

As for the foreign trade and economic relations with 

capitalist countries, the task of planning in the People’s 

Democracies is to secure such an organisation of these 

relations as will increase to the maximum the economic power 

of the given country, making it more independent of the 

capitalist economy, creating conditions for the speediest 

advance towards Socialism, and strengthening the country as a 

link in the international camp of the struggle for peace and 

Socialism. Consequently, in planning foreign trade between the 

People’s Democracies and capitalist countries it is not the aim 
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of the former to secure the broadest development of these 

relations, irrespective of their content and the results, but to 

establish relations which will facilitate the strengthening of the 

given country in its position as a socialist State. 

The planning of foreign trade, the correct establishment of 

the ratio between trade with the Soviet Union and the People’s 

Democracies on the one hand, and with the capitalist countries 

on the other, a correct course in the trade with capitalist 

countries—all this is one of the most difficult and complicated 

questions of planning in the People’s Democracies. 

 

*** 

 

The majority of the People’s Democracies are either 

agrarian or agrarian-industrial countries in which petty 

commodity production in agriculture is predominant. It is 

natural that in these conditions the question of the impact of 

planning on agriculture takes on particular significance. 
We speak about the impact of planning, for in conditions where 

agriculture is dispersed in millions of peasants households, it is 

difficult to speak about the direct planning of their production. 

In relation to individual farming, planning can only be a 

question of the regulating role of the State. 

As for the planned-regulating role of the State in relation to 

individual peasant households, two periods are clearly seen in 

the economic development of the People’s Democracies. 

In the initial period, the leading positions of the State were 

as yet insufficient or too weak to make possible the broad 

planned regulation of individual agriculture. State industry was 

little developed and poorly organised, banking was not 

accommodated to the new tasks of the country’s socialist 

reorganisation, to a large extent the cooperatives still served the 

interests of the kulaks in the countryside, and the supply 

mechanism was still mainly in the hands of private capital. 
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In spite of the decisive change in the countryside as a result 

of the agrarian reform, the planned-regulating role of the State 

during this period was weak, and the individual peasant 

household was largely dependent on the private trader and the 

kulak, being effected not so much by the State as by 

spontaneously, developing market relations. More than once 

during this period, market caprices struck heavy blows to the 

economic policy of the State, upsetting plans or hindering their 

realisation. 

Accordingly as State industry became consolidated and 

banking adjusted to the new tasks, as the cooperatives, now 

beginning to serve the interests of the mass of the people, were 

radically reorganised, as private capital was partially squeezed 

out in bitter class struggle from the sphere of distribution in the 

countryside by the State and cooperative trade, and accordingly 

as both the means of production and distribution became 

concentrated in the hands of the State—the transition to the 

second period mode progresses. This transition took place in 

conditions of a fierce class struggle, which those political 

forces which strove for the restoration of capitalism were being 

broken. During this new period, in place of spontaneously 

developing market relations, the planned-regulating role of the 

State was increasingly becoming a decisive factor in the 

development of agriculture. 

This period is characterised by the squeezing out of private 

capital from the sphere of marketing the main agricultural 

products (grain, meat, industrial crops), and by the successful 

realisation of the policy of fixed State prices for agricultural 

products which, together with the tax and credit policy, makes 

it possible to influence favourably the process of agricultural 

production. This period is also characterised by dislodging the 

private trader from distribution in the countryside, by the mass 

development of consumer and marketing co-operatives; by the 

mass development of State contracting the development of the 
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network of State “machine-tractor depot” and also of State and 

cooperative machine-hiring centre, and finally, by this 

development of socialist elements in agriculture in the form of 

State farms. This period is also characterised by the appearance 

of agricultural producer cooperatives. All this makes it possible 

for the dictatorship of the proletariat, for the State of people’s 

democracy to intensify its planned regulating influence by 

assisting the poor and medium section of the countryside in 

every way, by systematically restricting and dislodging the 

kulaks, and developing agriculture in the direction of 

Socialism. The main task in this period is to create the 

preconditions for the mass of the working peasantry to take the 

path of collectivisation, and of abolishing the kulaks as a class. 

A new phase will open in agricultural planning which will 

signify an enormous extension and deepening of the 

function and significance of planning, that is, the transition 

from the planned regulating role of the State to the direct 

planning of agriculture organised along collective lines. 

Planning in the People’s Democracies is socialist planning, 

which in its class essence is of the same type as Soviet 

planning. It takes place in conditions which differ in many 

aspects from conditions of socialist construction in the USSR. 

The main difference is the radical change in the international 

situation, the radical change in the relation of forces between 

the camp of imperialism and the camp of Socialism in favour 

of Socialism, the replacement of the capitalist encirclement in 

which Soviet socialist construction was carried out by the 

powerful fraternal bulwark which the People’s Democracies 

find in the Soviet Union. Moreover, the People’s Democracies 

are following the path already mapped out by the Soviet Union 

and have the opportunity of utilising the great Stalin’s theory of 

socialist planning as a method of socialist construction, of 

overcoming the difficulties in this construction and of 

mobilising the broad masses who are creating a new life. 
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All this accelerates the advance of the People’s 

Democracies toward Socialism. All this makes their plans more 

and more real, vital and successful. 

 

*** 

The idea of planning the national economy which has been 

triumphantly realised in the Soviet Union and is now being 

realised in the People’s Democracies, exercises a powerful 

influence on the working people in the capitalist countries. 

Therefore, it is not surprising that various bourgeois leaders, 

particularly in the post-war period, hastily began to concoct 

“plans” for economic development on a capitalist basis. As 

could be expected, bitter reality has relegated these plans to the 

archives where they are forgotten. What, for instance, has 

become of the grandiloquent Monnet “plan” in France which 

envisaged the development of French economy, the growth of 

industry and large-scale capital construction? How does this 

plan stand comparison with the economic ruin in France, with 

the complete stagnation in the countries economic development 

and its degeneration into a semi-colony of United States 

imperialism on the basis of the collapse of the sorry Marshall 

Plan? 

What has become of the “Plan to develop Yugoslavia” of 

which Tito and his clique boasted so loudly? It is clear that 

there can be no question of any plan to develop economy in 

Yugoslavia which, is a result of the counter revolutionary coup 

d’etat, has become a fascist-type State led by a gang of 

murderers, spies and provocateurs, subordinated to foreign 

imperialists, and where capitalism is being restored. The only 

plan which is being carried out there—and this with great 

consistency—is the plan for the colonial enslavement and 

deception of the Yugoslav peoples. 

To plan successfully it is necessary to plan along socialist 

lines. But to plan along socialist lines there must first be a 
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State of the socialist type, it is necessary to rely on the 

growing strength of this State, on the growing power and 

organisation of the national economy, on the growing 

activity and consciousness of the working people led by an 

advanced Marxist-Leninist Party. 

These conditions exist in the People’s Democracies. 

Therefore, there can be no doubt that, relying on the great 

Soviet Union, the People’s Democracies will triumphantly 

realise their plans of economic development, will steadily raise 

the level of the productive forces and of the wellbeing and 

culture of their people, will complete the lying of the 

foundations of Socialism, thus contributing to the cause of the 

triumph of the world camp fighting for peace and Socialism.  
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BERTRAND RUSSELL—PHILOSOPHICAL 
OBSCURANTIST. Maurice Cornforth 

 

 

In November, 1948, Bertrand Russel! addressed an 

audience of schoolchildren and their teachers at Westminster 

School, London and told them: “Either we must have a war 

against Russia before she has the atom bomb or we will have to 

lie down and let them govern us.” (Observer, Nov. 21, 1948). 

Britain’s “greatest living philosopher” openly revealed 

himself as a hireling of the warmongers, a “philosopher” whose 

message to the youth was to prepare themselves to be cannon 

fodder. 

Russell’s warmongering is a demonstration of the uses to 

which bourgeois philosophy has fallen. The cloak of the high-

minded search for-truth-for-its-own-sake is off. It has become 

part of the propaganda machine of imperialism. 

Of course, there, are many philosophers sheltering 

themselves in the academic fastnesses of Britain’s universities 

who do not in their hearts approve of the uses to which Russell 

is lending philosophy. 

But have any of them protested against the utterances of 

Russell and his ilk? Oh, no; not a single one of them has done 

so. Quite the contrary. They all join the general adulation of 

Russell, the “great philosopher”. 

Every speech, every book, every article of this intellectual 

swindler is greeted by a chorus of acclaim from his colleagues. 

All the “philosophers”, along with the journalists, parsons and 

a good many scientists, join in the build-up of Russell as the 

leading exponent and spokesman of British philosophy and 

thus lend themselves to the dirty business of prostituting 
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philosophy in the service of imperialism.  

In his History of Western Philosophy (1946) Russell writes 

in the ,most hypocritical way of the virtues of his own 

“philosophical method”.  

“The habit of careful veracity acquired in the practice of 

this philosophical method,” he says “can be extended to the 

whole sphere of human activity, producing, wherever it exists, 

a lessening of fanaticism with an increased capacity of 

sympathy and mutual understanding.” (p. 864).  

He does not, however, allow his “habit of careful veracity” 

to influence his public statements about the Soviet Union and 

new democracies, nor his “lessening of fanaticism” to modify 

his fanatical hatred of Communism. 

Russell’s “philosophical method” has led him to the 

conclusion that there is need for “a world government”. This, 

he says, should have “a monopoly of armed force, a power to 

sanction and revise treaties, and the right to give decisions in 

disputes between States.” (Listener, Jan. 27, 1949). But he is 

even more explicit about the character of this world 

government of an alliance in which the United States is 

paramount.” (Nature, July 30, 1949). 

Russel’s philosophy Is openly and frankly cosmopolitan. 

Peoples and nations must resign that sovereignty and 

independence to some central world authority, he declares. And 

his “rare capacity for clear expression” leads him to blurt out 

exactly what this cosmopolitan ism really means. American 

imperialism is to be “paramount” in the world government. 

More than that, the whole scheme is directed towards war 

against the Soviet Union. In an article entitled The Outlook for 

Mankind he declares that the alternatives facing mankind are a 

Communist world empire or an American world empire. But 

the only hope for mankind is the eventual establishment of the 

“American world empire”, and “single military government 

established over the whole world.” 
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Such is Russell’s, “philosophical” outlook.  

While yelling for a war to preserve “Western’ civilisation”, 

Russell is at the same time constantly explaining how little 

mankind has to hope from the “civilisation” which he 

cherishes. He returns time and again to the theme of the 

necessary limits of human knowledge and human endeavour. 

“Science tells us what we can know, but what we can know  

is little... To teach how to live without certainty, and yet 

without being paralysed by hesitation, is perhaps the chief 

thing that philosophy, in our age, can still do for those who 

study it,” he writes in the first pages of his History of Western 

Philosophy. And at the end he solemnly warns that “the 

greatest danger of our time” is “the sense of the collective 

power of human communities”, which makes men believe that 

there are no limits to the potentialities of human progress and 

of men’s power to dominate nature. 

Russell concentrates all his venom against the Socialist 

Soviet Union, where men do not have “to live without 

certainty” and where “the collective power of human 

communities” to improve human life and to transform nature is 

being triumphantly realised. In the Soviet Union men know 

neither poverty nor unemployment nor crises of 

overproduction, and therefore the Soviet Union must be 

destroyed and the whole dangerous “sense of the collective 

power of human communities” must be destroyed with it. 

The Russell who is today the leading philosopher of 

Conservative reaction was known in the past as a “daring” 

advocate of “progressive” ideas. When did he change? 

The answer is that he has not changed at all. His 

“principles” have remained consistently the same. In the person  

of Russell can be seen the whole process of the development—

or rather, of the degeneration—of bourgeois “liberal” 

philosophy into a rabid advocacy of obscurantism of black, 

man-hating reaction.  
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Russell based his philosophy on  the empiricist principle 

that all knowledge begins from “acquaintance” with immediate 

“sense-data”. On -this basis he declared himself a rationalist 

and an atheist. On this basis, too, he taught that we can have no 

knowledge of the real external world, that there are necessary 

and inescapable limits to our knowledge of the world and 

therefore to our power of collective action in the world. 

This has led the one-time atheist to solidarity with the 

Church in denouncing Marxist materialism and in declaring 

that the belief that men can indefinitely expand their 

knowledge of nature and their power over nature is “cosmic 

impiety”. (History of Western Philosophy, p. 856). 

Russell was always an advocate of “freedom”—of the 

absolute freedom of the individual to do just what he liked. 

From the start ne regarded the “problem”—to which he 

devoted his most recent broadcast lectures—of “authority and 

the individual” as the central and insoluble problem of human 

life. He began as a rebel against all authority. 

Then came the Great October Socialist Revolution in 

Russia, in which a new power, a new authority was born—the 

Soviet State, the power of the working people. And the 

bourgeois individualist Russell was terrified. He summed up 

his most profound conviction in his recent broadcast lectures, 

when he declared: “All advance has been due to solitary men 

whose thoughts and emotions were not subject to the dominion 

of the herd”. And here was “the herd” exercising its dominion 

and threatening everything that he most cherished. 

Already in 1920 Russell was obsessed with the idea of an 

inevitable war-to-the-death between capitalism and Socialism. 

Today he is only “developing” his “analysis” of 1920. It 

has led this former pacifist and opponent of all authority to 

become a leading advocate of war against the Socialist Soviet 

Union and of a single military government established over the 

whole world. 
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Thus Russell’s “development” has been quite consistent to 

what he is today—an aged man, full of fear and hatred. 

This is the picture of the “great philosopher” of Anglo-

American imperialism, and delineates the true face of 

bourgeois philosophy, which has degenerated into a 

propaganda agency of the warmongers. 

The youth, together with the whole working people, will 

recognise this philosophy for what it is and will not be misled 

by it. What they learn from it is to strengthen the fight for 

peace, against the incendiaries of a new war. 
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CONGRESS OF BULGARIAN CO-
OPERATIVE UNION 

 

The second Congress of the Bulgarian Central Co-

operative Union attended by 800 delegates representing 

1,200,000 co-operators was held recently in Sofia. 

Congress marked a turning point in the development of the 

co-operative movement in Bulgaria. It was summoned to 

secure far-reaching changes in methods of work and 

organisational structure which as stressed by Comrade 

Tchervenkov who greeted the Congress on behalf of the 

Central Committee of the Party and the Council of Ministers, 

would rid the co-operatives once and for all of the remnants of 

bourgeois capitalist traditions and persons, and enable the co- 

operatives to fulfil their role of a powerful factor in building 

Socialism in Bulgaria. 

The report submitted to Congress by the Board noted that 

in addition to positive achievements reached since September 

9, 1944, the co-operative movement suffered from serious 

short-comings. 

The June meeting of the Central Committee of the Party 

condemned violations of democracy in the work of the co-

operative organisations. 

Administrative methods have been employed when 

supplying the population and when purchasing agricultural 

products. There have been cases of a soul-less, bureaucratic 

attitude to the customers. 

During the discussion, delegates unanimously declared that 

the organisational-political re-invigoration of the co-operative 

and their transformation into an instrument of Socialist 

construction can be realised only on the basis of the historical 

decision of the June meeting of the Central Committee of the 
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Party. 

Delegates referred to the harm caused to the co-operative 

movement by the Kostov traitors.  

Congress also put an end to the armful theory of the 

“independent” role of the co-operative movement in the 

People’s Democratic State. 

It ratified new rules which will ensure the carrying out of 

democratic principles. 

The resolution adopted by the Congress recommends, 

among other things. systematic study and utilisation of the 

experience acquired by the Soviet co-operatives. 
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THE PUBLISHING HOUSE OF THE 
RUMANIAN WORKERS’ PARTY… 

 

 
 

The Publishing House of the Rumanian Workers’ Party has 

published 100,000 copies of each of the first three volumes of 

the works of J. V. Stalin in Rumanian. The fourth volume will 

be issued December 21, Comrade Stalin’s birthday. 

 

Photograph above is of Zinovia Pop of the bindery Shop 

and member of the Union of the Rumanian Working 

Youth-examining the quality of the production of the third 

volume. 
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PREPARATIONS FOR UNITY CONGRESS 
PEASANT PARTIES IN POLAND 

 

A meeting of the Presidium of the Central Committee of 

the peasant unity movement was held recently in Warsaw 

under the chairmanship of Vladislaw Kowalski. 

The Presidium discussed preparations for the Unity 

Congress, and stressed the mass nature, the wide scale and 

immense significance of the obligations assumed by Polish 

peasants in honour of the Congress. 

The main organisational principles of the Unity Congress 

were adopted by the meeting. On the suggestion of the 

Executive Committees of the Stronnictwo Ludowe and the 

Polskie Stronnictwo Ludowe it was decided to call, before the 

Unity Congress to be held on November 27, separate 

congresses of the S.L. and P.S.L. to report progress. 

The Presidium ratified the main principles of the Statute of 

the United Peasant Party and took decisions regarding the press 

of that Party. 
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MOVEMENT OF AGRICULTURAL 
LABOURERS IN ITALY 

 

The agricultural labourers’ movement in Calabria has 

spread throughout Sicily. Cooperatives of agricultural 

labourers and poor peasants are seizing thousands of hectares 

of waste land from vast landlord estates. In all areas throughout 

Sicily, large-scale demonstrations of workers demanding 

agrarian reform have taken place. 

In Calabria, where the police recently killed two peasants 

and wounded scores of others, the working people have won a 

complete victory—i.e. an agreement signed by the employers 

whereby agricultural labourers remain on land seized by them 

and, in addition, get thousands of hectares more land. 

Daily wages of agricultural labourers have been raised 

from 300 to 500 lire. Extra payment to meet high prices is also 

increased. 

At the Congress of the National Agricultural Labourers’’ 

Federation held recently in Mantua, all speakers reported on 

the miserable living conditions of the agricultural labourers. 

Even official data show that agricultural labourers work, on an 

average, no more than 122 days each year and receive between 

2,000 and 13,000 lire a month. Unemployed agricultural 

workers in Italy total more than a million. 
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STRUGGLE OF LATIN-AMERICAN PEOPLE 
FOR PEACE. Jorge Amado 

 

A recent decree of the Brazilian Government declares: “All 

manifestations for peace and culture will be categorically 

prohibited”. 

The main thing about this police decree is not its ridiculous 

aspect, but that it confirms the fact that the Yankee 

governments of the Latin-American countries no longer hide 

behind a demagogic mask in their struggle against the partisans 

of peace and those who are fighting for the independence of 

their countries. 

For nearly two years the Dutra Government tried to give its 

blood-thirsty dictatorship a constitutional appearance. But 

today it has completely cast off this mask and is not in the least 

different from the dictatorship in San-Domingo of Nicaragua. 

The same is happening with Videla in Chile and with Peron in 

Argentina. 

The press recently reported that the Peron police raided a 

meeting in Buenos-Aires where the writer Alfredo Varela was 

speaking about the Soviet Union, arresting over 500 people. 

The Pissagua concentration camp in Chile contains 

thousands of workers and intellectuals arrested for the “crime” 

of fighting for peace and against Yankee imperialism. Trade-

union and Communist leaders are being murdered in Cuba. 

Peru, San-Domingo, Haiti, Nicaragua and the majority of the 

countries of Central America are in the grip of a fearful reign 

of terror directed by the F.B.I. (U.S. Intelligence Service). 

In Brazil, the most important Latin-American country, 

where there is the strongest Communist Party and the broadest 

mass movement in the entire continent, police repression is 

becoming ever more brutal and cynical. A so-called national 
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security law, which gives the police a free hand in suppressing 

any democratic and progressive movement, is being presented 

to Parliament. 

But the Dutre Government has launched an attack on the 

popular movement without waiting for any repressive laws. On 

April 9, Brazilian police perpetrated a monstrous crime which 

roused protests throughout the whole continent: they turned 

machine-guns on the National Congress for Peace and Culture 

which met on the premises of the National Students Union. 

Prisons are filled with active fighters for peace. However, 

despite brutal laws and police violence, the struggle for peace 

is intensifying in Brazil and in other Latin-American countries. 

Latin-America has always been regarded by U.S. 

imperialism as a reliable reserve, particularly after the pact 

signed in Rio de Janeiro in 1947 which brought Latin-

American countries into complete subordination to Wall Street, 

or in the cynical words of Raul Fernandes, Brazilian Foreign 

Minister, into the “orbit of the Yankee colossus.” In the new 

plans of the U.SA. imperialists, a special role is assigned to the 

Latin-American countries, particularly Brazil. They are to 

supply air and naval bases with the necessary materials (the 

Brazilian bases in Natal and Recife are located on the route to 

Africa), and to send their youth to the battlefields to die for 

Wall Street. 

 

*** 

 

The peoples of Latin America are becoming aware of the 

fact that a war would mean complete destruction of the last 

remnant of their independence and freedom, and the complete 

colonisation of their countries. U.S. interference in the 

economic and political life of these countries has become so 

arrogant and blatant that every citizen, except the Socialist 

leaders, sees how U.S. imperialism is threatening his native 
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land. For us the “Western civilisation”, which Truman wants us 

to defend, spells crises, poverty and starvation, tuberculosis 

and infant mortality, prisons, illiteracy and dictatorship. 

Ever broader sections of the people are joining the struggle 

for peace in Latin America. In Brazil, for example, despite the 

police terror, deputies of various Parties, clergymen of various 

denominations, including Catholics, intellectuals, scientists, 

writers and well-known artists are taking an active part in the 

movement for peace. This movement was launched by the 

peace Congress of Intellectuals in Uruguay which was 

followed by the formation of the Organisation in Defence of 

Peace and Culture in Brazil and by similar committees in the 

other countries in preparation for the World Peace Congress in 

Paris which was attended by delegates from fourteen Latin 

American countries. 

After the Paris Congress the peace movement gained 

momentum throughout Latin-America. The preparation for the 

Continental Peace Congress held in Mexico in September 

brought together the masses of the people in the majority of the 

Latin American countries. 

Three big congresses were held in Brazil in spite of the 

Government’s ban: in Bahia, Belo Horizonte and Porto Alegre. 

The Bahia Congress met in the premises of the Chamber of 

Deputies. In Belo Horizonte, Congress delegates, persecuted by 

the police, met in the city square, and resisting the police 

forces, turned the meeting into a large-scale mass 

demonstration. A number of the demonstrators were killed and 

wounded, but police repression did not prevent the people from 

electing their delegates to the Mexico Peace Congress. 

In spite of the obstacles raised by the U.S. State 

Department which exerted strong pressure on the Latin-

American governments, the Continental Peace Congress in 

Mexico was a tremendous victory for the forces of peace in our 

continent. Representatives of millions of workers, peasants, 
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intellectuals and the ordinary folk of all our countries came 

together at the Congress and said No! to the warmongers. 

The Congress in Mexico was a battle started and won 

inside the enemy’s camp. Representatives of U.S. and a 

Canadian peace frees supporting the movement of the Latin-

American peoples  also attended the Congress. 

The Mexico Congress was the starting point of a broad 

continental peace movement. On October 2, there were 

manifestations in various countries, where the Trumanised 

police again attacked the demonstrators. 

The victories of the camp of peace and democracy, the All- 

Union Peace Conference in the U.S.S.R., the proclamation of 

the People’s Republic of China and the Soviet proposals 

submitted to Uno are meeting with a wide response among our 

peoples. In Brazil, Comrade Prestes’ resent report to the 

Committee of the Party is being distributed. 

This report outlines the programme of struggle of all 

Brazilian patriots for a people’s democratic government. The 

peasants of San Paulo are taking over the land of the feudal 

landlords, and, arms in hand, are defending their gains. 

In our country the struggle for peace is closely linked with 

the fight against U.S. imperialism and the semi-feudal regime 

which are oppressing us. Broad masses of the people are 

moving into action and police repression can no longer contain 

the indignation of the oppressed and starving people. Latin 

America is ceasing to be the reliable reserve of the American 

warmongers. The peoples of the Latin-American continent are 

joining the peace camp led by the Soviet Union and are 

unfolding the banner of struggle for peace and the economic 

independence of their countries. 
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CIRCULATION OF THE DEMOCRATIC 
PRESS IN FRANCE. Maurice Kriegel 

Valrimont, Member, Central Committee, 
Communist Party of France 

 

By prosecuting the great French writer end patriot, Louis 

Aragon, Paris editor of the democratic newspaper, “Ce Soir” 

and by depriving him of citizenship rights, the French 

Government shows how, when ordered by U.S. imperialism, it 

destroys with its own hands the so-called bourgeois law. 

Within a few months 150 prosecutions where instituted 

against the democratic press, which the government tried to 

destroy by imposing crippling fines on newspapers, utilising as 

a pretext for its attacks, articles written during strikes to defend 

the just demands of the working people. 

It also prosecuted democratic papers which demanded that 

an end be put to the war in Viet-Nam. 

Thus, by violence and terror, French reactionaries, and 

their allies, the Right socialists, seek to destroy the press which 

proved to be the sharpest of weapons in the service of 

democracy and peace. 

The democratic press is headed by “Humanité”, directed by 

Marcel Cachin, which persistently and tirelessly fights to 

defend the interests of the working class, for national 

independence and peace. 

Every day it ruthlessly exposes the lies and provocations of 

the capitalist press which, from “France Soir” and Leon Blum’s 

“Populaire” to “Franc-Tireur” tries to deceive the French 

public as to the real aims of the Marshall Plan and the Atlantic 

Pact. 

The daily circulation of “Humanité” is over 250,000, well 

ahead of any newspaper owned by any other political party. 

There are also many newly founded Communist provincial 
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newspapers. Communists also cooperate with representatives 

of various other democratic organisations on many democratic 

weeklies. 

In all, the progressive daily press in France can count a 

circulation of 1,700,000 covering more than 15 per cent of total 

daily circulation. 

The progressive press includes “Ce Soir”, with a 

circulation of 265,000 and “Liberation” with 150,000. 

Some journalists who left “Franc-Tireur” after the de 

Gaullists on its editorial board had turned it into a mouthpiece 

for the Trotskyites and Right Socialists, now contribute to 

“Liberation”. 

Of the 17 provincial newspapers the following are the more 

important: “Les Allobroges”, issued in Grenoble—circulation 

172,000, “La Marseillaise”. (Marseille,) 137,000; “Liberte”, 

(Lille,) 117,000. In Strasburg the Alsace-Lorraine daily 

“Humanité” publishes 20,000 copies. 

Total circulation of the democratic progressive weeklies 

exceed 2,250,000 copies. They are extremely diverse both in 

content and layout and in the composition of their readers. 

They include: “Humanite-Dimanche”, 500,000 to 700,000 

copies; “La France Nouvelle”, central weekly organ of the 

Communist Party, 88,000 copies; “La Terre “, 200,000, a 

peasant newspaper issued by the Communist Party; the trade-

union weekly “La Vie Ouvriere”, 350,000; “La Femme 

Française”, 160,000; The youth newspaper “l’ Avantgarde” 

80,000, and the journal “La Fille de France”, 60,000, issued by 

the League of French Girls. 

In this category of weeklies various special issues should 

be added such as “l’Action”, the voice of the “Fighters for 

Peace and Freedom”, “Les Lettres Françaises”, “l’Ecran 

Francais,” “Radio-Revue”, “Miroir-Sprint”, a sports weekly 

with a 200,000 circulation; “Vaillants”, an illustrated magazine 

for children selling 170,000 copies and “Regards”, an 



70 
 

illustrated magazine with a print of 75,000. 

These weeklies can also be supplemented by trade-union 

journals most of which appear weekly. There are also some 

published fortnightly or monthly. Total circulation of these is 

far above the 4,000,000 mark. 

It is necessary also to mention certain periodicals: “Les 

Cahiers de Communisme”, theoretical organ of the Central 

Committee of the French Communist Party, 65,000 copies; 

“Democratie Nouvelle”, a journal dealing with international 

policy questions, 9,000; “La Pen see”, 8,000; “La Nouvelle 

Critique”, a journal of militant Marxism 6,000; “Servir la 

France”, a trade-union magazine, 4,000; “Heures Claires”, a 

women’s periodical regularly issued in 115,000 copies. Some 

special issues of this magazine have secured a 200,000 

circulation. 

“France-U.S.S.R.”, journal of the “France-U.S.S.R. 

Society, publishes 115,000 copies. 

This list is not complete for it does not include many 

weeklies issued in various other departments. A hundred such 

weeklies could be mentioned, the majority of which are organs 

of Communist Party federations or weekly journals of 

democratic organisations to which Communists contribute. 

Sixty such provincial weeklies have a total circulation of 

650,000 and 41 weeklies appear in the Seine (Paris) district 

with a combined circulation of 210,000 copies. 

In the Seine district these newspapers cover large Paris 

section and suburbs. There are also papers for specific sections 

of the population such as officials, students, the workers of 

large enterprises such as Renault, Metro or the SNECMA 

works. 

Total number of readers of these new papers and journals 

enumerated above amount to 10 million. 

 

*** 
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The Government subjects the democratic press to severe 

repressions but the masses rise to defend it. They have more 

than once prevented many Communist deputies—directors of 

newspapers—from being deprived of their Parliamentary 

immunity. 

The prosecution begun against a newspaper director in 

Montpellier for publishing the famous peace poster by 

Fougeron ended in acquittal; the reason given being that 

propaganda for peace was not unlawful. 

The prosecution recently started on the order of Jules Moch 

against Andre Carrel, editor of “Humanite”, and Louis Aragon 

(who has since been brought again to trial) ended in their 

acquittal. 

The leadership of the French Communist Party devotes much 

attention to the press. In 1946, the Central Committee held a 
special session to discuss this question. The central Party newspapers 

are issued under the direct control of the Party Secretariat which has 

set up a Central Press Bureau. 
This Bureau promotes the exchange of experience, effects 

administrative control and strives to increase circulation. A weekly 

bulletin is issued to all districts offering criticism and advice to 

editorial boards on press matters. It also watches closely the 

representation and interests of newspapers in the organisation of the 

profession. 
One obstacle to the distribution of the democratic press is the 

distribution monopoly which once again is exercised by the 

“Hachette” trust—whose sabotage the democratic press has to fight 

against. Attempts have been made to improve distribution by 

applying new means of dispatching. 
One of the achievements of the French democratic press is the 

organisation of the “French Information Union”—an independent 

pres agency. Connected with all provincial newspapers and teletypes, 

the Agency dispatches information, articles by democratic leaders 

and political notes, enabling newspapers to avoid the ideological 

pressure of the reactionary official AFP Agency.  
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The Press Bureau of the Central Committee of the Party, jointly 

with the Educational Department of the Central Committee, 

organised courses for press workers along the lines of Party schools. 

Studies continued for three. months with, classes consisting of 12 to 

18 persons. 
Students attending the courses take part in the work of central 

press organs and in editorial boards of the national newspapers. This 

method of training leading press workers makes it possible to take 

from such workers the personnel necessary for press organs. 
Great difficulties are encountered by the democratic press 

because of the Government’s general reactionary policy. One of 

these difficulties arises from the increased costs. Newsprint, transport 

and materials cost more, while the selling price of newspapers is 

such in accordance with Government policy, that those newspapers 

which have not at their disposal millions from advertising find it 

impossible to balance their budget. 
The only effective means to combat this policy is to mobilise all 

Party members, working people, democrats and peace supporters. 

The fact that the 500,000 copies of “Humanité-Dimanche” (which 

sometimes sells 700,000 copies) are distributed exclusively by 

Communist volunteers and by the members of the “Humanite” 

defence committees indicates the resources at the disposal of the 

French democratic press to secure its development. 
Maurice Thorez has more than once, drawn the Party’s attention 

to the decisive significance of press circulation in the general 

struggle now being waged by the Party in France. 
At a time when this struggle is sharpening when everything 

testifies to the strengthened forces of peace and democracy in 

France, French Communists multiply their efforts to secure an even 

bigger circulation for the French democratic press. 
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BOOK REVIEW 
 

W. FOSTER’S ‘TWILIGHT OF WORLD 
CAPITALISM’ 

 

In his recent book “Twilight of World Capitalism,” 

William Foster, Chairman of the Communist Party of the 

United States, makes a penetrating survey of the two camps in 

contemporary society, the foundering crisis-stricken imperialist 

camp and the vigorous, ascending camp of democracy and 

socialism. 

Foster spent many of his 68 years as a wage-worker in 

American industry and the remainder on active service in the 

forefront of the revolutionary struggle in the United States, and 

in the international revolutionary movement. 

American capitalism”, he writes, “is a sort of monster 

parasite, living on the body of the rest of world capitalism, it is 

can, cannibalistically devouring the other capitalist countries 

and growing fat upon their life substance... few Americans 

realise to what a large extent, during the past general capitalist 

economy in this country has fed upon the blood of war”. 

The outbreak of World War I found United States 

capitalism in the grip of economic crisis. Orders for 

“mountains of munition” resulted in a “boom” which, due to 

the exports required by devastated Europe, continued during 

the postwar years. In 1929, American economy which was 

being glorified as the perfect social system, the system which 

had completely “refuted” Marxism. “exploded into the worst 

economic crisis the world has ever known, throwing as many 

as 17 million workers out of jobs at one time in the United 
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States”. 

It was only in 1939, when the shadow of World War II 

crept over the horizon, that the American industries “nourished  

once more on boundless war orders, began to show life again”. 

Even now, four years after the war, U.S. monopolists are 

“feeding their blood, hungry industries with munition orders to 

the tune of 20 billion dollars yearly”. 

Recounting all this war stimulation of American industry 

during the past 30 years, Foster points out that, without this, the 

United States would he in the same position as the rest of 

broken-down world capitalism. “Capitalist industry in the 

U.S.” he writes, “bloated and swollen, has the strength of a 

gorged parasite”. 

In 1948, capitalist profits reached the all time record of 20 

billion dollars. President Roosevelt once pointed out that 1/3  

of the people in the United States was ill-fed, ill-clad and ill-

housed. However, even this figure does not reflect the real state 

of affairs. Actually 80 per cent of the people in the United 

States are getting less than the subsistence minimum. 

His own personal experience as a worker the author 

describes in these words: 

During the many years that I worked in industry at very 

hard work, low wage’s and long hours. I never had a job of less 

that ten hours a day, six days a week, and for ten years I slaved 

on the twelve hour day even day week on the railways”. 

Equally illuminating are the facts relating to social life. 

The social composition of the present United States Congress. 

reveals the following picture. The two Houses contain 301 

lawyers, 97 business men, 46 farmers, 21 newspaper men, 66 

representatives of the professions and 46 others. 

Although industrial workers comprise about 50 per cent of 

the U.S. electorate, not a single worker is listed. 

Of the 500 odd members of Congress, only 9 are women. 

The 14,000,000 Negro population is “represented” by 2 
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members. 

The youth of the United States is rigorously excluded from 

the precinct of Congress. The average age in the Senate is 56, 

in the lower House, 51.  

As Foster puts it: “one has to do real violence to the term 

democracy to consider this capitalist Congress as democratic”. 

Piling up his facts Foster shows that the “cannibalistic” 

monopolists have transformed the country into a veritable 

jungle. 

The 14,000,000 Negroes “are refused the right to vote, to 

patronise hotels, restaurants, theatres, buses, street cars, 

airplanes. They cannot freely choose whomever they wish to 

marry. They are the last top be hired and the first to be laid off, 

and every barrier is raised against their learning skilled trades. 

They are forced to live under the worst slum-ghetto conditions; 

they are denied equality in education, and they are subjected to 

many other forms of discrimination and persecution. But worst 

of all is the terrible scourge of lynching, the brutal hangings, 

shootings and burning of Negroes that have so often disgraced 

our nation”. 

Over half the patients in American hospitals—600,000—

are being treated for mental disorders, and there are 150,000 

new mental cases every year. Two million men were found to 

be unfit for military service during the war due to neuro-

psychiatric derangement. About 300,000 juveniles. under 18, 

appear before American courts each year. During 1948, a major 

crime was recorded in the United States every 18.7 seconds. 

Murders took place at the rate of 36 per day; an average of 

1032 burglaries look place every 24 hours. 

The corruption, gangsterism, and the cult of violence and 

dog eat dog morality have had disastrous effects on the health 

and morale of the nation. Moreover, like the Marshall Plan, 

these practices have become a special item of American export. 

It suffices to recall the trial in Budapest of Rajk and his 
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revelations concerning the role of the Tito-Rankovic 

mercenaries of Wall Street in plotting the assassination of 

Rakosi and other Communist leaders and the restoration of the 

old reactionary regimes in the New Democracies. 

All this gives point to Foster’s charge that “the United 

States imperialists picked up the fallen banner of Nazism when 

they adopted its slogan of a world crusade against 

Communism”. 

For a full fifty years the American unions were run by the 

notorious Gompers clique, union leaders who were “plain 

thugs, gangsters and crooks... they suppressed democracy and 

ruled the unions by force, and often sheer terrorism, gun fights 

for union control were of constant occurrence many of them 

became rich, actual capitalists”. 

And although the stranglehold of the Greens, Dubinskys, 

and Reuthers still prevails, bitter experience is leading to a 

healthier situation in the trade unions. The present 70,000 

membership of the Communist Party of the United States 

represents “despite all the insidious corrupting influences of 

American capitalism”, the core of what will one day be a mass 

Party in the United States. Communist influence is making 

headway among the masses. 

Foster, has travelled in the Soviet Union and in the New 

Democracies. His travels and observations supplied the 

background for his interesting chapters: Socialism Meets the 

Test of Life; the Advent of Socialist Man; and the Expanding 

Communist Movement. 

Unlike the recent “liquidationist” books by Earl Browder 

lauding the peaceful, democratic intentions of American 

imperialism—books which, as the spy, Szonyi, testified at the 

Budapest trial, were translated and circulated in Europe by the 

American secret service, Foster’s book has been anathematised 

by Wall Street.  

Published at the height of rampant reaction in the United 
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States, at the time when the eleven leaders of the Party were on 

trial for their Communist beliefs, it is permeated through and 

through with the revolutionary workers hatred of capitalism 

with buoyant optimism and with the absolute confidence that 

the future belongs to the working people, to Communism.  

 

Jack Bering. 
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POLAND’S THREE-YEAR 
REHABILITATION PLAN FULFILLED 

AHEAD OF SCHEDULE 
 

Warsaw. (from our own correspondent).  

 

The Democratic Republic of Poland has completed its 

Three-Year Economic Plan two months ahead of schedule. 

Targets for the majority of agricultural products were 

surpassed considerably. The Three-Year-Plan for freight 

transport was topped by 102 per cent. 

Overall output of state industry will, in 1949, amount to 

226 per cent compared with 1946. Industrial production this 

year will be 174 per cent of the 1938 level. 

Output of the means of production increased considerably 

along side increased production of consumer goods. The class 

structure of the population changed, the specific numbers of the 

working class increased. 

Consumption per head of the population rose considerably, 

while consumption of wheat was up by 131 per cent compared 

with 1946. Average real wages of factory and office workers 

were, last June, 206.8 per cent compared with June 1946. 

The socialist sector of Poland’s national economy has been 

consolidated. In 1949, the value of the output of socialised 

industry will comprise nearly 96 per cent of industrial 

production. 

The socialised-sector of wholesale trade will, this year, be 

98 per cent and that of the retail trade over 60 per cent. 
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CZECHOSLOVAK CO-OPERATIVES 
COMPLETE AGRICULTURAL YEAR 

 

(Prague. From our own correspondent.)  

 

The agricultural co-operatives in Czechoslovakia have 

successfully completed the 1949 economic year. Majority of 

these cooperatives have already finished ploughing and 

autumn-sowing: Vegetables were gathered in good time. The 

harvesting was gathered by brigades. 

Many co-operatives have drawn up their financial and 

economic plans, which provide a basis for their future activity. 

Completing their agricultural year the co-operatives are 

now making sowing plans for next year. 

Construction of farm buildings in more than a thousand co-

operatives has already started.  
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FOR MUTUAL UNDERSTANDING WITH 
GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 

 

According to the D.P.A. agency, Müller, Prime Minister of 

Bavaria and the leader of the Christian-Social Union (C.S.U.) 

declared that his “suggestion to form a West-East co-ordination 

organ has been supported by broad circles.” 

At the beginning of October, Müller, addressing a C.S.U. 

meeting in Straubing, spoke against the “idea of a crusade 

against the East”. 

Naturally, Schumacher resolutely opposes the slogan of a 

“co-ordination policy” in relation to the German Democratic 

Republic, and forbids members of the Social Democratic Party 

even to join the “Association of the people persecuted by the 

Nazi regime”. 
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…THINGS ARE GOING AS NEVER BEFORE! 
Drawn by Rumanian artist DORUL 

 

“… in the United States there are ever increasing symptoms of 

an oncoming economic crisis. American Government circles 

and certain and certain official economists resort to all kinds of 

devices to conceal the real state of affairs from the American 

people and the world in general. But no one is convinced by 

this campaign of feigned optimism”. 

       (from G. M. Malenkov’s report) 
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BRIEF NOTES 
 

1. AMERICAN GOEBBELS AGAIN IN THE SOUP 
 

A news report from Stockholm appeared in the press on 

November 5, declaring that The U.S. State Department had 

increased its campaign to circulate all kinds of provocative and 

slanderous rumours about the People’s Democracies. 

The American Goebbels, the so-called Voice of America, 

of course leads this campaign. Its repertoire has been 

supplemented with new item. Some share of the millions 

allocated for the “cold war” seems to have found its way to the 

coffers of this disreputable organisation and now its officials 

fall over themselves to provide value for money. 

Having increased the fees of their hack-writers, the masters 

forgot to raise their intellectual level: for the lies presented by 

the American Goebbels to his listeners are so remarkably dull. 

If, when tuning in, you hear a broadcast for South America 

to the effect that Czechoslovakia submarines prepare to attack 

Bolivia, or one for Europe stating that Bolivian agricultural 

labourers have slaughtered their masters and announced the 

formation of a Bolivian world empire, you can then say with 

truth that this is “truthful information from the free radio” in 

New York. 

Let no-one think this is an exaggeration. Only a few days 

ago the American radio broadcast that the habit of eating white 

bread in the People’s Democracies would be abolished by legislation 

as a, bourgeois habit unworthy of the proletariat. 
Should this nonsense be tested with reality in America it would 

most certainly reveal the bitter truth, since thousands and even 

millions of American citizens now unemployed, as a result of the 

crisis, see for themselves that to have enough bread, whether it be 

white or black, is a bourgeois habit indeed.  
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Accepting the “Voice of America” reports in a truly Pickwickian 

sense, discriminating listeners now regard them samples of 

“American humour”. 

The calculations of the U.S. provocateurs meet with failure. 

This fate befell the recent provocative report by the American the 

Goebbels on the devolution of the forint, which was alleged to have 

taken place November 1.  
Life shows that after that particular trick of provocation by the 

“Voice of America” the few in Hungary who hitherto took seriously 

the “truthful information of the free radio” have drastically declined. 
One can be sure that all  such similar tricks of provocation by 

the “Voice America” will, in future, have no of better results. 
 

Jan Marek 
 

2. ON THE EVILS OF TOBACCO 
 

Addressing a meeting in Lancashire Mr. Herbert Morrison, 

deputy Prime Minister of Britain, called upon the British 

people to place the interests of the country above everything 

else and… smoke less tobacco.  

Mr. Morrison estimated that in the second quarter of the 

current year the British people smoked monthly 4 million 

pounds more tobacco than in 1935. 

“If we continue to smoke so much”, said Morrison, “we 

shall spend our six-month dollar income from our entire 

exports to pay for a year’s tobacco imports from the U.S.” 

Morrison, certainly, did not add that the British people 

have long smoked mainly expensive imported tobacco because 

the stipulations of the U.S. 1945 loan forbid them to extend 

production of tobacco, inside the British Empire and, in this 

way, Britain was thus made dependent on U.S. tobacco. 

 However, it is not only smoking that is alleged to be 
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harmful for the British. The British population, according to 

Morrison spends too much money on amusements, games and 

inessential things such as drink, cinema, and racing.  

According to Morrison the British enjoy themselves too 

much. It is high time to end this merriment in face of the 

troubles facing the country.  

It is not sufficient for the Labour rulers that their policy of 

subordinating Britain to the interests. of U.S. monopolies has 

plunged the British people into the abyss of the oncoming crisis 

with its attendant unemployment and poverty. They now want 

to make the British people forego their elementary needs, and 

entertainments. 

In this way the Government’s “economy” programme 

which has reduced expenditure on housing, health and 

education reveals itself as a cynical onslaught of the Labour 

servants of U.S. capital on the living standards of the British 

working people. 

 

J. Smith 
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YUGOSLAV SPY BEFORE POLISH COURT 
 

The trial of Milic Petrovic, a representative of the 

Yugoslav Ministry of Communications in Poland, ended 

recently in Katowice. 

The accused was charged with organising, on the 

instruction of “Yugoslav” diplomatic representatives, an 

espionage network which collected secret information 

pertaining to the economic and political life of Poland. 

Petrovic delivered this information to the Yugoslav 

representatives in Warsaw and to the Yugoslav Ministry of 

Communications. 

On the instructions of the Yugoslav Embassy, Petrovic 

smuggled, kept and circulated slanderous bulletins and 

booklets levelled against the interests of Poland and her 

Government. 

Returning from Warsaw by car last July he dropped 150 

packets of anti-Polish, anti-democratic materials into post-

boxes. 
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IN BRIEF 
 

* A Conference of the new International. Food and 

Supply Workers Union was held recently in Sofia (Bulgaria). 

Delegates to the conference represented 4,200,000 trade 

unionists. 

 

* Over two million people during the last six months 

joined the 10,000 co-operatives now functioning in North 

China. 

 

* In India there are 1,565,000 unemployed. 
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NEW TERROR BY THE TITO CLIQUE  
 

According to the newspaper “Otechestven Front”, 

Yugoslav peasants who crossed the Yugoslav-Bulgarian 

frontier to escape persecution by the Tito-Rankovic janissaries 

reported that the terror in Yugoslavia is intensifying.  

On October 20, the U.D.B. organs shot 10 peasants at the 

Rakita village, in the Zaribrod frontier region. Eighty peasants 

from the Rakita, Vucidol, Presenka and Yasendol villages were 

arrested and sent away to forced labour. 
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Journal “For a Lasting Peace, for a People’s Democracy!” 

appears every Friday. Address of Editorial Office and of 
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