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STRENGTHEN MILITANT WORKING 
CLASS UNITY 

 

The experience of the class struggle and the history of the 

international working-class movement show that the unity and 

solidarity of the working class on both the national and the 

international scale, the close consolidation of all its forces and 

the firmness of its political parties and mass organisations 

constitute one of the main prerequisites of the victory of the 

working class and, therefore, of all working people In the class 

struggle against capitalism, in the struggle for democracy, 

national independence and for Socialism. 

Lenin writes: “In its struggle for power the proletariat has 

no other weapon but organisation. Under the leadership of 

Lenin and Stalin, the Bolshevik Party consolidated Russia’s 

millions of toilers in the army of the working class which 

destroyed capitalism, built Socialism, and, in the titanic 

conflict with the Hitler hordes, defended and further 

strengthened the bulwark of Socialism. Now this Party is 

leading the country from Socialism to Communism. 

Accordingly, as the capitalist classes disappeared in the 

U.S.S.R., and in the struggle to eliminate these classes, the 

moral-political unity of the Soviet people grew and became 

tempered. This unity was one of the decisive conditions for the 

victory of the U.S.S.R. in World War Two and its political and 

economic successes in the postwar period. 

The political and economic successes of the People’s 

Democracies and their rapid advance toward Socialism are due 

largely to the fact that the Communist Parties in these countries 

were able to unite the forces of the working class and in end 

the split in their ranks. This is proved by the world historic 

victory of the people’s democratic revolution in China. Unity 

of the vanguard of the revolution the Chinese working class 
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which, under the guidance of the Chinese Communist Party 

and its leader, Mao Tse-tung, was able to rally the democratic 

forces of the country under the banner of national and social 

liberation—was one of the decisive conditions of this great 

victory. 

In the capitalist countries, the working class and the 

working people have to wage a bitter struggle against the 

onslaught of the capitalists, a struggle in defence of peace, 

freedom and national independence. 

Unity of the working class is the main and decisive 

condition for liberation from the yoke of capitalism, for the 

conquest of power by the working class. 

This unity is likewise decisive in the struggle against 

unemployment, for increasing real wages, for bread and 

freedom. Unity of the working class and of all democratic 

forces in the capitalist countries is the sole foundation on which 

it will be possible to realise the slogan of the Communist 

Parties for a government of democratic unity. 

The working class has won major successes in the struggle 

for unity. The movement of the partisans of peace which is 

gaining momentum in all countries, the growing unity of the 

organised workers in the ranks of the World Federation of 

Trade Unions, the increasing activity of the women and youth 

organisations, the consolidation of the working class in France 

and Italy in the struggle for their vital demands—all these are 

factors of immense importance, factors which indicate the 

maturing political consciousness of the masses, their growing 

activity and the strengthening of working-class unity. 

Therefore, it is certainly no accident that the Wall Street rulers 

ordered their zealous lackeys-—Deakin, Carey, Blum, Saragat, 

Bevin and the rest of their kind—to do everything possible to 

split the world trade-union movement. However, their efforts 

have met with little success. The overwhelming mass of the 

workers of the world have remained in the World Federation of 
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Trade Unions, and the Federation’s membership has increased 

from 45,000,000 to 75,000,000 despite the withdrawal of the 

American and British trade unions. In France and Italy, the 

splinter trade unions are leading a miserable existence. In 

Britain, members of the trade unions that withdrew from the 

Federation are taking part in strikes against the “orders” of 

their reactionary leaders. 

The Right Socialists of the Attlee, Bevin, Blum and 

Saragat type, the Right trade union leaders of the Green, Carey 

and Murray type, are the chief bulwark of the bourgeoisie. It is 

a fact that the Right Socialists in Europe are not only the 

mainstay of national reaction but also the principal agency of 

the American imperialists. Neither the Marshall Plan, the 

Atlantic Pact, European Union or any other U.S. measure to 

enslave the countries of Europe could have lasted a single day 

if the American colonisers had not had the reliable support of 

the Right Socialists. Had it not been for the Right splitters, the 

working class would long since have been victorious in a 

number of European countries, particularly in France and Italy. 

That is why the struggle against the Right Socialist 

splitters, their ideological and political exposure, and the 

irreconcilable struggle against all kinds of opportunism, 

bourgeois nationalism and against the penetration of enemy 

agents into the ranks of the working class is of such vital 

importance to the work of the Communist Parties. 

Imperialism’s Right Socialist reserves are becoming more 

and more unstable after French workers have been shot on 

Jules Moch’s orders, after the treacherous activity of the 

Labour Government in Britain and the Saragats in Italy. The 

working people in the capitalist countries are beginning to see 

for themselves the traitor colours of these “labour leaders”, and 

more and more frequently refer to them as the servants of the 

bourgeoisie. 

Unity in the ranks of the working class, unify in the ranks 
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of all the democratic forces, due to the efforts of the 

Communist Parties, is steadily gaining in strength. Evidence of 

this is the world-wide movement for peace, the ever-spreading 

strike wave in the capitalist countries, the outstanding victories 

of the peoples of the East, and so on. 

Neither the Pope’s Encyclical, which aims to split 

working-class ranks by inciting religious war, nor the 

manoeuvres of the Right Socialists shouting loudly about the 

“free trade unions”, the strike-breaking organisation they are 

trying to counterpose to the World Federation of Trade Unions 

nor the contemptible gangs of provocateurs of the Tito and 

Rajk type can hold back the steady ever-developing process of 

the consolidation and organisation of working class forces. The 

manoeuvres of the imperialists may retard this process. In some 

places but they cannot stop it. 

The vanguard of the working class—the Communist 

Parties and Left Socialists cooperating with them and other 

supporters of militant unity of the working class—must 

redouble their activity in order to accelerate this process by 

consistently exposing the intrigues of the imperialists, by 

isolating the Right Socialists from the working class and by 

denouncing the provocateurs and strike-breakers, no matter in 

what guise they appear, whether as the Labourite Attlee, the 

“Communist” Tito, the reformist Jouhaux or the Wall Street 

agent, Carey. The sharpening struggle between the camp of 

democracy and the camp of imperialism demands that the 

Communists should redouble their efforts to consolidate not 

only the organised masses but also the unorganised masses. 

Working-class unity is the essential condition for the 

consolidation of all democratic forces. 

The main, well-tried method of struggle for unity in action 

is that of strengthening the unity of all sections of the working 

class and all its organisations ready to join in the common 

struggle in factory, town, district or province, regardless of 
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craft, party affiliation or religious beliefs. 

Equipped with Marxist-Leninist theory, the Communists 

will direct their efforts to improve their organisational, 

propaganda and explanatory work among the masses. 

Communists of all countries realise that, together with 

capitulation in the face of difficulties, sectarianism toward 

working people who still follow the Right Socialists, who are 

members of Catholic organisations or follow any other political 

trend, means playing into the hands of the enemies of the 

working-class. 

Not losing sight of the main aim of the working-class 

movement—the light for Socialism—it is essential to carry on 

work in all mass organisations to raise the level of political 

consciousness of the masses, to guide their daily struggle even 

if it is a question of elementary demands and in this struggle to 

achieve unity of all the working people. Today the working 

class and the Communist Parties are stronger than ever before. 

And for. the masses to have confidence in their strength, they 

must clearly realise that the main danger lies in 

underestimating the strength of the working class and 

overestimating the strength of the enemy. 

In their fight for working-class unity the Communist and 

Workers’ Parties will carry out their duty to the full. 
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COMMUNIST VICTORY IN TURIN 
 

More than 45,000 working people took part in the recent 

election to factory committees at the Fiat works in Turin. 

Of all the workers, 23,593 (66 per cent) cast their votes for 

the “trade union unity” list of candidate put forward by the 

Communists, and 4,437 (10 per cent) for the Socialist list; 

among the office workers 1,812 (23.8 per cent) voted for the 

Communists, 819 (10.7 per cent) for the Socialists, 3,054 (45.5 

per cent) for the Catholics, ad 1,505 (19.8 per cent) for the 

Saragat followers and Republicans. 

Thus, the Communists have won an absolute majority in all 

factory committees at the Fiat works which is another big 

victory for the Communist Party of Italy. 
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TURNING POINT IN HIS DRY OF EUROPE 
 

DEMOCRATIC FORCES IN ALL COUNTRIES 
WELCOME MESSAGE 0 F J. V. STALIN TO 

LEADERS OF GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 
 

On October 13, Comrade J. V. Stalin sent the following 
greeting to Wilhelm Pieck, President of the German 

Democratic Republic, and to Prime Minister Otto 
Grotewohl: 

 

“Allow me to greet you, and, in your person, the 

German people, upon the formation of the German 

Democratic Republic and the election of the first as 

President and the second as Prime Minister of the German 

Democratic Republic. 

“The formation of the German democratic, peace-

loving Republic is a turning point in the history of Europe. 

There can be no doubt that the existence of a peace-loving, 

democratic Germany, side by side with the existence of a 

peace-loving Soviet Union, excludes the possibility of new 

wars in Europe, puts an end to bloodshed in Europe and 

makes impossible the enslaving of the European countries 

by the world imperialists. 

“The experience of the recent war showed that the 

greatest sacrifices in this war were borne by the German 

and Soviet peoples, that these two peoples possess the 

greatest potential in Europe for accomplishing great 

actions of world importance. 
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If these two peoples display determination to fight for 

peace with the same intensity as they waged war, then 

peace in Europe can be regarded as secured. 

“Thus, laying the foundation for a united, democratic 

and peace-loving Germany, you simultaneously perform 

great deed for the whole of Europe in securing lasting 

peace. 

“You need not doubt that, in advancing along this road 

and strengthening the cause of peace, you will find great 

sympathy and active support among all peoples of the 

world, including the American, British, French, Polish, 

Czechoslovak and Italian peoples, let alone the peace-loving 

Soviet people. 

“I wish you success along this new and glorious road. 

“May the united, independent, democratic, peace-

loving Germany live and prosper!” 

 

J. V. Stalin’s greetings to the leaders of the German 

Democratic Republic is of great historical significance. The 

fact that the German people enthusiastically welcomed Stalin’s 

message in itself demonstrates its great significance. 

The movement of the German people merges with the 

general struggle of the peoples for a lasting peace, against the 

imperialist warmongers. In all countries the democratic and 

peace-loving forces expressed a desire to support the German 

people in their struggle for a unified, democratic Germany, for 

peace in Europe. This reveals the instability in the position of 

the world imperialists who are seeking to turn the German 

people once more against other peoples, to use them as cannon-

fodder, and make Germany a centre for another war, against 

this U.S.S.R. and the People’s Democracies. 

In a cabled message to J. V. Stalin, Wilhelm Pieck and 

Otto Grotewohl write: 

“Your description of the formation of the peace-loving 



13 
 

German Democratic Republic as a turning point in the history 

of Europe was received by the German people with particularly 

deep emotion. They will be able to appreciate the significance 

of your statement that peace in Europe can be regarded as 

secured if the Soviet and German peoples display 

determination to fight for peace with the same intensity as they 

waged war. 

“We solemnly promise you to do everything to mobilise, 

with still greater determination, the considerable forces 

embodied in the German Democratic Republic to preserve and 

strengthen peace”. 

All German newspapers commented on Stalin’s message 

which was given front-page prominence. The Stuttgart 

“Volkesstimme” featured the message in a special edition 

which was immediately sold out. German comments stress that 

the head of the Soviet Government addressed the German 

people as an equal among the other peoples.  

At meetings held at many plants throughout the Republic 

the workers unanimously noted that Comrade Stalin’s warm, 

friendly words inspired the working people in the struggle to 

strengthen the united democratic Germany. Thousands of 

similar comments are pouring in from the Western zones of the 

Anglo-American occupiers. 

In a special statement the German Trade Union Federation 

declared: “The full significance of the peaceful and democratic 

Germany as an important factor for preserving peace 

throughout the world is made clear in the words of the greatest 

statesman of the day, words pronounced on behalf of the 

peoples of the Soviet Union. Every phrase in his message of 

greetings is proof of the friendship and equality which the 

Soviet Government has made the basis of its attitude toward 

the German Democratic Republic”. 

All sections of the German people have responded to the 

message. The leadership of the Liberal-Democratic Party 
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stated: 

“The leadership of the Liberal-Democratic Party has learnt 

with joy and satisfaction of the message of greetings sent by 

Generalissimo Stalin to the President and to the Prime Minister 

of the German Democratic Republic. The Liberal-Democratic 

Party fully realises the importance and significance of this 

demonstration of confidence on the part of one of the founders 

of the Soviet State and head of the Soviet Government who, at 

the same time, is the embodiment of the community of the 

peoples of the Soviet Union. The Party sees in this message 

confirmation of the Soviet Union’s desire for fruitful and 

friendly cooperation between the two peoples”. 

The Democratic Peasant Party of Germany stated: 

“Generalissimo Stalin’s words are more than recognition of the 

work done so far by the democratic and progressive forces in 

Germany. Stalin’s words give a new impetus to these forces to 

make still greater efforts in building a genuinely democratic, 

united Germany and to secure peace”. 

Stalin’s message is widely commented upon by 

newspapers throughout the world. The democratic forces 

express their profound gratitude to the Soviet Government and 

to Comrade Stalin personally who has given such great 

assistance to the German people tackling the job of building 

their democratic republic. 

In its editorial “Victory of Peace,” the Czechoslovak paper 

“Rude Pravo” writes that the great Stalin’s greetings express 

the will of all peoples, including the Czechoslovak people. 

Stalin’s words, stresses the paper, outline the perspectives of a 

great future. Stalin’s words express the aspirations of the 

peoples of all countries who know what the existence of an 

imperialist Germany means. The struggle for a united, 

independent, democratic, peace-loving Germany is a vital and 

integral part of the common struggle of the peoples for peace. 

That is why, declares “Rude Pravo”, the formation of the 
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German Democratic Republic is a new victory for the camp of 

peace, a new and big defeat for the imperialists—the instigators 

of war. 

The Warsaw paper “Rzeczpospolita” writes: “The stronger 

the German Democratic Republic, the weaker the positon of 

the German nationalists and revisionists across the Elbe, and 

the smaller the chances of using the German people to violate 

the peace. The historical significance of Generalissimo Stalin’s 

greetings to Pieck and Grotewohl lies in the fact that it is a new 

blow to the policy of the imperialists. The democratic camp in 

Germany, headed by the democratic government, will now be 

able to unite around itself more quickly the broad masses of the 

German people. Generalissimo Stalin shows the Germans the 

perspective of developing as a peace-loving European nation.” 

The Rumanian paper “Scanteia” writes that Stalin bases the 

question of Soviet-German relations on proletarian 

internationalism. Like a genuine Marxist-Leninist document, 

his message of greetings not only offers the key, but also points 

the way to winning peace. 

The Hungarian “Szabad Nep” notes that Stalin’s message 

to Pieck and Grotewohl is new, decisive proof of the 

consistency and solicitude with which the great Soviet Union 

and the wise Stalin are guarding the most precious treasure of 

millions of working people-peace. 

Stalin’s message produced consternation and confusion in 

reactionary bourgeois circles. “Le Monde”, organ of the French 

big bourgeoisie wrote; “The contents of Generalissimo Stalin’s 

telegram to M. Pieck and M. Grotewohl have caused great 

concern among world opinion... Well-informed circles 

representing public opinion in the West are somewhat alarmed 

at the prospect of a rapprochement which does away with the 

war-like past”. When a reactionary paper like “Le Monde” 

voices the alarm among the imperialists, one can imagine just 

how great is this alarm! 
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“FOR A GOVERNMENT OF DEMOCRATIC 
UNITY! 

 

Working People of France Intensify the 
Struggle 

 

Throughout France the working people are vigorously 

fighting for their demands and for the establishment of a 

government of democratic unity. 

The appointment of Jules Moch to the post of Chairman of 

the Council of Ministers has evoked the indignant protest of the 

Political Bureau of the Communist Party of France. The 

Communist Party considers this appointment a provocation 

against the working class and all democratic forces. The 

Political Bureau has called upon the working people and all 

democrats to protest against Moch’s appointment. 

The trade union federation of the Paris region has called 

upon men and women workers to insist that Jules Moch should 

be removed from the country’s administration and to back this 

demand by token strikes and demonstrations. 

“Unite,” states the call. “Members of the General 

Confederation of Labour, of the General Confederation of 

Christian Workers, the Force Ouvriére and the General 

Confederation of Cadres, unite! Everywhere on Thursday, 

October 13, at 3 p.m. when Jules Moch submit his programme 

of poverty, reaction and war to the National Assembly, men 

and women workers must stop work, demonstrate and vote for 

the protest resolution.” 

This call met with a great response throughout the country. 

At the very time when Jules Moch was reading his declaration 
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in the National Assembly, a wave of protests swept the 

country. Miners, seamen, Paris metal workers, office workers, 

Civil Servants, chemical workers at Marseilles, railwaymen at 

Strasbourg, 10,000 demonstrators in Tarbes, 8,000 in Lorient, 

25,000 workers on strike at Roubaix all raised their voice in 

protest, demonstrating the militant spirit of the French working 

people. In Cannes 2,000 people demonstrated; in the Gard 

department 10,000 miners stopped work for four hours. 

This mass protest movement affected the vote in 

parliament where Moch got a majority of only one vote, in 

spite of all kinds of juggling. After causing the Queuille 

Cabinet to fall, the mass protest movement finally prevented 

Moch from forming his police government. The protest 

movement of the workers defeated the man who, on the orders 

of his American masters, murdered French workers. 

Parallel with the struggle for a government of democratic 

unity, the fight for immediate demands goes on in the factories 

and the movement for united action is gaining momentum. This 

is borne out by the strike of the 3,400 Paris scavengers, by the 

demonstration of 10,000 workers in Caudry in which the 

general secretaries of the C.G.T. and the Force Ouvriere 

Textile Workers’ Unions took part together, by the great 

demonstration of workers from Paris banks, and the 

demonstration of print-workers, organised by the General 

Confederation of Labour, the General Confederation of 

Christian Workers and the Force’ Ouvriere. This is borne out 

by the agreement between the trade union branches of the 

C.G.T. and Force Ouvriere which include 6,000 workers 

building the Donzere-Mondragon Canal in the Vaucluse 

Department, and so on. 

In the departments of La Manche, the Lower Loire, 

Finisterre and Haute Marne, the departmental trade unions are 

uniting on the basis of a common programme. The Federations 

of the General Confederation of Labour. General 
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Confederation of Christian Workers and the autonomous 

Federation of Municipal Workers have once more expressed 

their desire to fight jointly. 
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NATIONAL CONGRESS OF BELGIAN 
PARTISANS OF PEACE 

 

The first national congress of the partisans of peace was 

recently held in Brussels. Called by the “Belgian Peace 

Union”, the Congress was attended by 200 delegates 

representing the Union’s provincial organisations. 

Louis Saillant brought greetings to the Congress on behalf 

of the Permanent Committee of the World Peace Congress, and 

S. Rostovsky, Secretary of the World Federation of Trade 

Union on behalf of the Federation. The Congress heard and 

discussed the report by Professor Browers on the activity of the 

“Belgian Peace Union”. In discussion, representatives of the 

national organisations of ex-political prisoners, prisoners-of-

war and partisans, of the Belgian Women’s Peace Union, trade 

unions and other organisations exposed the war preparations of 

international reaction and the attempts of the Belgian 

reactionaries to impede the working people’s fight for peace. 

They called on the Belgian people to intensify the struggle for 

peace, which is led by the Soviet Union. 

The Congress elected a Permanent National Peace 

Committee and appealed to all honest Belgians to unite their 

efforts in the struggle against war, poverty and unemployment, 

for friendship between the peoples. After the Congress a great 

demonstration and a meeting in defence of peace were held in 

the capital. 



SOCIALIST EMULATION IN RUMANIA IN 
HONOUR OF NOVEMBER 7 

 

Socialist emulation in honour of November 7 is in full 

swing among the working people of Rumania. The call of the 

workers, engineers and technical personnel of the “Red 

Grivita” railway depot to organise socialist emulation has met 

with warm response among the workers in the iron and steel, 

metal processing, mining, building, textile, footwear and 

garment-making industries and in transport. 

The workers of many enterprises, including the workers of 

the “Red Star” metal processing plant in Bucharest the 

“Sovrom-tractor” plant in Brasov, the “Dynamo” electric motor 

works, the Petrila and Heiar mines, have pledged to fulfil the 

1949 State Plan by November 7. The workers, engineers and 

technical personnel of the “Sovrom-tractor” plant and the 

“Republica” plant, which produces tubing, have already met 

their obligations. 

The workers of the enterprises that are out to fulfil the 

1949 plan ahead of schedule in honour of November 7, mean to 

carry out a considerable part of the production programme of 

the first quarter of 1950 by December 21, the 70th birthday of 

Comrade Stalin, the great leader of the Soviet people and the 

working people of the world. 
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STRIKE MOVEMENT IN THE U.S. 
 

Over 800,000 miners and steel workers are on strike in the 

United States. Fifty thousand railwaymen and workers in other 

industries are idle as a consequence of the strike. 

The miners are demanding higher wages, a shorter working 

day, and increased contributions to the pension and welfare 

fund on the part of the owners. The steel workers, who belong 

to the C.I.O. Steel Workers’ Union are insisting that the 

employers finance the pension fund. 

In Buffalo, 1,700 workers employed by the “Bell Aircraft 

Corporation” have been on strike for four months. On the 

pretext of danger to “national security”, the employers are 

trying to victimise the strike leaders. The Buffalo workers are 

also demanding higher wages and a pension fund. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS TO “L’UNITA” FUND 
 

The Secretariat of the Communist Party of Italy reported 

on October 7 that contributions to “l’Unita” (organ of the 

Communist Party of Italy) fund exceeded the target figure of 

300 million lire. In all towns and in the majority of villages the 

Communists, democrats and sympathisers spared no efforts to 

provide the only really free and democratic press with essential 

funds. 

This victory is all the more significant, stresses the 

Secretariat, in view of the huge funds at the disposal of our 

enemies who have access to the capacious safes of the United 

States and the Vatican, and also in view of the government 

persecution of Communist activity at a time when “an anti-

Communist campaign of lies and hatred, based on the illusion 

that the Communist Party can be isolated from the masses, has 

become even more venomous”. 

Contributions to “l’Unita” fund are .still coming in. And 

there is no doubt that the Italian Communists will add up 

further successes  in their endeavour.  
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UNITY OF ACTION OF THE PEOPLE’S 
MASSES—NECESSARY CONDITION FOR 

PEACE.* Maurice Thorez, General 
Secretary, Communist Party of France 

 

During this past period, the democratic camp has won 

obvious successes. The Soviet Union and the People’s 

Democracies are steadily advancing and growing stronger, both 

economically and politically. The exposure of the Tito clique 

did not weaken, but on the contrary, strengthened the 

democratic camp. The working class and the democratic 

movement were given warning of the menace to peace, 

democracy and Socialism—a menace caused by the clique of 

traitors and spies who were planning to operate not only in 

Yugoslavia but also in the People’s Democracies, in our 

country as well as in others as disruptors and provocateurs in 

the service of the Anglo-American imperialists. The 

international working class movement can only grow stronger 

as a result of having exposed and denounced the criminal 

activities of the traitor Tito and his gang of political 

adventurers. After noting the great international significance of 

the formation of the Chinese People’s Republic, Thorez 

continued: 

On the other hand, in the imperialist camp the 

contradictions are steadily sharpening between the Marshall 

countries and the United States, between the Marshall countries 

themselves, between the colonial or  semi-colonial countries 

and the colonising states and, finally, inside each of the 

countries in the capitalist camp where the class struggle is 

                                                           
* Abridged report in the Plenum of the Central Committee, 

Communist Party of France, October 7, 1949. 
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developing rapidly. 

The economic crisis which has been in the United States is 

bringing with it disaster for all the Marshall countries. We see 

today the collapse of the currency system. The devaluation of 

the pound, imposed on Great Britain, was followed by the 

depreciation of the currencies in most of the other capitalist 

countries. 

In France, the franc has dropped in value by two-thirds in 

the past two years. And the deficit continues to increase. 

Inflation mounts. During the past week new notes  issued 

amounted to 30 billion francs. The total value of notes in 

circulation reaches the sum of 1,210 billion francs. And prices 

are still climbing. 

Thus, contradictions are growing sharper inside the country 

and on the international plan. The government crisis in France 

should be regarded in the light of international events. It will 

not simply a question of a letter from Daniel Mayer to 

Queuille, nor of declarations by one or another politician. It is a 

question of the French aspect of the crisis which has shaken the 

whole capitalist world. 

Referring to the growing political activity of the masses, 

Thorez said: 

Some of our comrades say: 

“Things are going well for the others. All the better, for 

some day they will be able to help us.” These people close their 

eyes to reality. They fail to see the success of the movement in 

France. They fail to see the development of the working class 

struggle in France. They have failed to see that, during the 

whole holiday period, workers in many industries struck for 

holiday bonuses and wage increases. They fail to see that the 

number of demonstrations in the Paris region is growing. They 

lose sight of one very important fact—that the majority of 

strikes ended in the workers winning their demands. 

This is a new factor in the situation. If this factor is not 
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taken into account, it is impossible to understand the 

demagogic position of Daniel Mayer and other Socialist Party 

leaders, as well as the “Force Ouvriere” splitters; it is 

impossible to understand the desire for unity which is being 

displayed in the struggle by the working people and the Trade 

Union organisations of the General Confederation of Labour 

and the Confederation of Christian Workers. 

We can note a further growth in the consciousness of the 

masses. The connection between their material difficulties and 

the preparations for imperialist war is becoming increasingly 

clear to the working people. Consequently, they are also 

beginning to see more clearly the connection between the 

struggle for their immediate demands and the general 

struggle for peace and freedom. 

We must be much more clear and precise in our criticism 

of the Marshall plan. We do not always give a satisfactory  

explanation. We use general phrases but fail to show in detail 

the disastrous consequences of the Marshall Plan for every 

profession, every industry and every district. 

The working people of France and people as a whole 

already feel that the Marshall Plan, a plan of colonisation and 

war, can only mean poverty for them while it gives reaction a 

free hand. It is for us to take this understanding even more 

precise and clear. We must fight to annul the onerous 

agreements and pacts which barter our national independence, 

which deprive our country of the right to security and the right  

to reparations from reactionary Western Germany out for 

revenge. That is why we have made this the first point in our 

programme of immediate tasks. 

 

Success of Unity of Action 
 

While noting the development of the struggle and growing 
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consciousness of the masses, we must also stress the successes 

achieved in in sphere of unity of action. 

The attempt of the American imperialists to organise, with 

the help of Blum and Jouhaux, trade union organisations along 

the lines of the British unions, ended in complete failure. True, 

the split caused considerable harm which has sometimes been 

underestimated. But the General Confederation of Labour has 

remained the biggest trade union organisation of French 

workers. Even workers who are not members of the C.G.T. 

look to it to put forward their demands and support it when it 

advances slogans of struggle for various demands. 

Even the reactionary papers are writing annul the powerful 

upsurge of the masses and the deep-seated movement for 

united action. They write: “Even though formally there is no 

unity—because of the stipulations or the refusal of leaders of 

other trade union federations—this unity exists in reality”. 

Yes, the movement for unity is wide-spread. It is 

reminiscent of the situation in 1934-35, but on a higher level. 

Unquestionably, we are moving toward great class battles, 

great battles of the broad masses of the people in which the 

united working class will raise high the banner of  struggle for 

progress and freedom, for peace and national independence. 

Such are the main features of the situation which are the 

perspectives. But can we say that all member of the Party, and 

our active Party workers correctly understand the situation, the 

perspectives, the enormous possibilities and that they are acting 

accordingly? We cannot yet say this. Much too often we hear 

certain leaders of the various Party federations say: we 

underestimated the possibilities of the situation—we could 

have accomplished more... “But a few weeks later, the same 

federation leaders are again aimlessly following the same way 

and are again underestimating the strength of the working 

class, and the existing possibilities which they have failed to 

grasp. 
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This is a very serious shortcoming. 

On the question of the peace ballot, I think we should not 

remain satisfied with the initial successes. We have achieved 

some considerable results, but this is only the beginning. We 

shall only win success if we develop more extensive, energetic 

and systematic work, and if the people who voted for the other 

parties are drawn into the peace ballot. 

Truman’s statement that the Soviet Union possesses the 

atom weapon threw the imperialist camp into confusion. For 

instance, General de Gaulle puts the question: “Of what use is 

the Atlantic Pact now?” 

But facts which cause confusion in the camp of the enemy 

can sow illusions in the camp of the supporters of peace. 
Even some Party comrades now say: “Things are going well. 

We can take it easy. All we have to do is to wait. Let them 

begin and then we will answer”. 

These comrades do not realise that Truman had no 

intention of causing confusion in the ranks of the warmongers. 

By his statement he hoped exercise pressure for big credits for 

rearming the United States and the Marshall countries of 

Western Europe. He is on the verge of achieving his purpose: 

he has already obtained the credits, and now the war Ministries 

are in conference at Washington, with Ramadier representing 

France. 

This is what we must explain to the people, making it clear 

to them that budget appropriations for war expenditure will be 

enormously increased. The warmongers by no means intend to 

renounce their aims of aggression and death. They will 

continue their policy of rearmament in our country, in Great 

Britain, Belgium and Italy, their policy of lowering the living 

standards of the masses and of brutal repression against the 

working class and the supporters of peace. 

This is what  must be fully understood. We must not give 

way to complacency and say “now everything is going well”. 
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On the contrary, we must be convinced ourselves of the need to 

develop the struggle for peace, with still greater vigour and 

determination—the struggle which is at the same time, a 

struggle for bread and freedom. 

 

For a Government of Democratic Unity 
 

Not all members of the Party fully appreciate the changes 

that have taken place in the situation in France and throughout 

the world, the success of the working class movement, the 

successes of unity among the working people. That is why they 

do not fully understand the essence and timelines of our slogan 

calling for a government of democratic unity. 

Obviously, it is not a question of a government like the one 

in which we took part after the liberation. Whoever could 

imagine that tomorrow we might find ourselves in a 

government along with Ramadier, Schuman or Jules Moch? 

 It is necessary, first of all, to clearly outline the programme 

of government of democratic unity, that it is obvious that the 

working class and its Communist Party will pursue a policy 

entirely different from that of the “American Party”. As for the 

possibility of such a government coming to power, we have 

already stated and once more repeat, that the relation of forces 

can be changed even in Parliament by developing mass action. 

In 1934 we had ten members among the 600 in the Chamber of 

Deputies. But we achieved working class unity, and our 

concept of the Peoples’ Front triumphed among the masses: we 

victoriously repulsed the first onslaught of fascism, had Lavaj 

removed from power and prepared the victory of the working 

class and Republicans in 1936. 

 Practice has shown that mass action can bring down a 

government. The action of the masses and the growth of their 

movement can also lead the formation of a government of 
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democratic unity. 

The masses are now moving. They are now reacting much 

more quickly and with greater initiative than was the case in 

previous government crises. This is borne out by the numerous 

temporary work stoppages, by the countless resolutions 

adopted at factories calling for the establishment of a 

government that would satisfy the demands of the working 

people. All Republicans and workers want a government where 

the Communists would contribute their share, that is, the 

greater share of responsibility. 

 Is it not obvious that Daniel Mayer’s letter is an admission 

of the fiasco of the government’s prices and wages policy? The 

masses no longer believe in the price cuts bluff. Nor, for that 

matter, do they believe, that the Socialist Minister and their 

allies can improve the living conditions of the working class. 

The working people realise that only the Communists, together 

with other Frenchmen, other patriots, members of a 

government of democratic unity, will be able to meet the 

demands of the working class, because they will annul the 

agreements which enslave our country and harness it to the war 

chariot of the American imperialists. 

 

For Strengthening Unity 
 

But to develop mass action the struggle for unity must be 

waged even more vigorously. Reaction is rearing its head, 

Petainism is appearing on the scene and the American multi-

millionaires are behaving like masters in our country because 

the forces of the working class and democracy are split. And 

this is so because the Socialist Party leaders have once again 

carried out their disruptive work. What is the solution? 

If reaction banks on winning success by splitting the forces 

of the working class and democracy, we must fight to restore 
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unity in struggle—unity of the working class, unity of the 

democratic forces. We will then force the enemies of the 

people and the warmongers to retreat. However, there can be 

no question of mitigating the very necessary criticism of the 

Socialist Party leaders and their treacherous policy. On the 

contrary, we must, patiently and, in a brotherly fashion explain 

to the Socialist workers that the policy of their leaders, the 

policy of their Party has caused, and is causing, great harm to 

the working class, to democracy, to the country and to their 

own party. In order to develop the mass struggle—and not in 

the coming months but immediately—we must explain the 

situation to the working class, to the broad masses of the 

working people, to all social categories: to the unemployed, 

civil servants, middle-class, working people, peasants, 

shopkeepers, handicraftsmen, ex-servicemen, war invalids and, 

of course, to the women and youth. 

As for work among women, it must be said that we have 

active women workers, full of initiative who have developed 

great activity in their mass organisations an who are really at 

the front line of the battle for peace. 

But the Communist women realise that they are still far 

from having completed their task. They well understand that 

they still have to win over millions and millions of other 

women. 

Here there is great and urgent work to be done. It must 

again be repeated that very often women carry out their 

difficult task alone. Party committees and Party organisations 

do not give enough attention to work among women, often 

looking upon it is work of a lower grade and treating it with 

sectarian contempt. 

The same can be said about work among the youth. 

Millions of young men and women must be won over, trained 

and organised. We cannot be satisfied with the results achieved 

so far. 
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The members of the Republican Youth Union have 

achieved certain modest successes which are nevertheless 

prioritising, such as the wide participation in the Budapest 

Festival and the first actions against the war in Viet Nam. All 

this is good but it is still too little. 

Lenin declared that it was not a question of the name of a 

youth organisation that was important—what was important 

was the content of its work; Dimitrov, at the Seventh Congress 

of the Communist International, spoke of complete 

organisational independence for the youth: in the spirit of these 

words, we approved the transformation of the Communist 

Youth League into a broad non-party organisation. There is no 

need to have a Communist Party for the youth. There is only 

one Communist Party. We considered and continue to consider 

it correct that the youth organisations should strive to unite the 

broad masses of the working youth of town and countryside. 

But this does not mean that the Party should take no interest in 

the youth movement or should stop guiding it. This does not 

mean that the education of the working youth in the spirit of 

Marxism-Leninism should be dropped. This does not mean that 

the young people should not be inspired and guided, step by 

step, in the struggle for the happy future of the young 

generation. 

 

Will To Struggle 
 

Some Party members and active Party workers also  need 

to be reminded of this. After the liberation some of them 

thought that now they would be able to “have a breathing 

space.” They had had a hard time during the underground 

struggle, risking their lives every minute and seeing comrades 

fall all around them; they had a hard life in prisons and in 

labour camps. They suffered greatly. After the liberation they 
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believed that things would certainly be better, that things would 

be easier. Signs of complacency set in, the militant spirit was 

lowered and class consciousness blunted. Therefore some 

Communists are somewhat embarrassed when the enemy 

resists or threatens. They forget the directives of Comrade 

Zhdanov and give way, to a certain extent, before blackmail 

and intimidation. The militant  spirit is lacking among some of 

our Communists. 

We must remember Comrade Stalin’s words that victory 

never comes by itself. It is necessary to fight and to organise 

the struggle which leads to victory. This means that the 

ideological level must be raised and still greater efforts made in 

all spheres: this must be done in the central 

Party schools and particularly in the federation and section 

schools; courses, lectures, and discussion groups must be 

organised the independent studies of the Party membership and 

active Party members must be aided. Proceeding from this, we 

must improve our press, and not only “Cahiers du 

Communisme” or “Nouvelle Critique”, but also “l’Humanité”, 

for it is a question of educating the entire Party, of educating 

the working class and the broadest masses of the people. In this 

also we must follow the example of the Bolshevik Party and 

benefit from its rich experience.  

What is the task in the ideological sphere? It is, 

undoubtedly, to strengthen the spirit of internationalism in the 

Party and among the working class as a whole. 

The celebration of Comrade Stalin’s 70th birthday will be 

of exceptional significance in strengthening the spirit of 

internationalism among the working class and among all 

French patriots. The entire Party, the whole of the French 

working class will demonstrate with great enthusiasm their 

loyalty to Comrade Stalin, that is, their loyally to the principles 

of proletarian internationalism. 
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Questions of Vigilance and Organisation 
 

Another extremely important question is the need to 

strengthen vigilance inside the Party itself against any 

possible actions by enemies of the working class, provocateurs 

and spies whom the enemy may send into the Party to carry out 

subversive work. We should explain to the younger Party 

members our experience in combating the traitor Doriot, the 

police groups of Barbé Celor and the Trotskyite elements who 

in the past tried to harm our Party. We must continually expose 

the activity of the Tito agents who are seeking to deceive the 

inexperienced working youth and who in France, as in other 

countries, are seeking to replace the trotskyite-fascist agents 

already discredited and exposed. 

Very often some Party members, and even members of the 

Central Committee do not pay sufficient attention to this 

question. We must strengthen revolutionary vigilance, be more 

alert, expose and unhesitatingly eliminate enemy agents. 

We must abo strengthen organisational work. Lenin taught 

us that organisational work cannot be successful without 

assistance and cooperation on the part of the masses, and, 

above all, of the mass of the Party members. This means that 

organisation question should be placed before the masses and 

solved with their support. 

What has been said about ideological and organisational 

tasks concerns also the education and promotion of cadres and 

the methods of leadership in all Party organisations. We should 

consider all questions of Party life from the point of view of 

criticism and self-criticism. Today this means doing away with 

the underestimation of the possibilities of the movement, with 

the serious underestimation of the strength of the working 

class. As yet, the Party is not coping as it should with its task of 

explaining the situation of convincing, organising and guiding 
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the mass movement in a way that would ensure its accelerated 

development, so that, in the near future, this movement would 

result in a decisive change in policy and secure the setting up 

of a government of democratic unity which would bring our 

country back into the camp of democracy, freedom and peace. 

If events beyond the borders of the country directly 

influence the development of the movement in France, then 

similarly, the development of the movement in France cannot  

but influence the international situation. 

If we perform our task, if the Central Committee which has 

recently been working better, continues to go forward and sets 

an example, we shall soon have the government demanded by 

the working class—a government of democratic unity, relying 

on the people and putting into effect the programme of the 

people—a government which will help to defend peace 

throughout the world. 



35 
 

NEW TRIUMPH OF SOCIALIST ECONOMY 
IN U.S.S.R. 

 

In their fight for the successful fulfilment of the post-war 

Stalin Five-Year Plan, the working people of the Soviet Union 

are winning victory upon victory. A reported a few days ago by 

the Central Statistics Board of the Soviet Council of Ministers, 

the State Plan for the restoration and development of the 

national economy has been successfully carried out for he third 

quarter of 1949. 

During this quarter as in the first half of 1949, the Soviet 

Government took a number of measures to further improve the 

organisational of production and increased the original 

industrial targets. As a result of the selfless work of Soviet 

factory and office workers and technical personnel, this 

increased plan has been carried out by 102 per cent. Gross 

output in the third quarter of 1949 increased by 17 per cent 

compared with the third quarter of 1948, and by 20 per cent in 

the first nine months of the year compared with the 

corresponding period for 1948. 

In addition to over-fulfilling the plan for gross production, 

the working people have also increased the output for 

individual industries. For instance, 19 per cent more pig-iron 

was produced this quarter than in the third quarter of last year, 

24 per cent more steel, 27 per cent more rolled steel, 123 per 

cent more automobiles, 40 per cent more electric motors, 54 

per cent more tractors, 65 per cent more combine-harvesters, 

and so on. 

These figures are striking evidence of the superiority of 

socialist economy over capitalist economy. While in the Soviet 

Union industrial output is steadily on the upgrade, in the 
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capitalist countries, which are entering into a new economic 

crisis, it is steadily declining. The economy of the United 

States—this citadel of capitalism—is today marked by a sharp 

drop in production. Last September output in the American 

steel-smelting, coal, and oil industries dropped sharply. The 

same holds true for railway freight. 

Soviet peasant have also considerable successes to their 

credit. Making wide use of the latest achievements in 

agricultural science and mechanisation they brought home an 

overall grain harvest in excess both of the 1948 crop and that of 

the prewar year of 1940. By October 1, the collective farms 

had more than 75,000 special cattle, sheep-breeding, pig and 

poultry farms. The collective farm herd of horned cattle has 

increased by 20 per cent over the year, and the number of pigs 

by 76 per cent. 

In keeping with a decision of the Soviet Government, 

forest belts are being planted over a vast area. The annual plan 

in this field of work has already been carried out by 102 per 

cent. Trees have been planted on an area of over 280,000 

hectares  and another 540,000 hectares have been prepared for 

the purpose. 

Rail, river and marine transport made considerable 

headway in the third quarter. 

These successes are furnishing conditions for further 

improvement in the well-being of the working people. 

Evidence of this is the increase of 18 per cent in the turnover of 

State and cooperative retail trade, compared with the same 

period last ear. The sale of food-stuffs has increased by 15 per 

cent and commodities by 23 per cent.  

A comparison of the figures with trade in the U.S. shows 

that there the purchasing power of the people is declining and 

impoverishment among the masses increasing. According to 

American statistics, retail trade decreased in September. In the 

third week of September, sales in department stores slumped 
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by 8 per cent and in New York’s clothing stores by 25 per cent. 

The third quarter saw a further increase in the number of 

factory and office workers in the USSR, and a growth in the 

productivity of labour. Compared with the third quarter of last 

year the number of factory and office workers increased by 2 

million and productivity of labour went up 11 per cent. 

Such are the successes of the Soviet Union in this sphere. 

And what have the capitalist countries to offer? Growth of 

unemployment and impoverishment. In the United States, for 

instance, even official figures admit that unemployment is on 

the increase. While in 1946-47 there are 7 to 7½  million 

unemployed and part-time workers, this year the figure has 

reached 18 million. Unemployment is also increasing in 

Britain, Italy, France and other capitalist countries. 

Cultural progress has made rapid strides in the Soviet 

Union. In 1949, 450 thousand graduates from universities, 

technical colleges and other educational bodies took posts in 

the country’s economic system. This year 770 thousand 

students are attending the universities, technical colleges and 

other schools. 

Here, too, the Soviet Union has achieved considerable 

successes, successes which are far beyond the reach of the 

imperialists  in America where six million children are too poor 

to go school, and where 20 million adults are illiterate.  

The returns for the third quarter of 1949 in the Soviet 

Union testify to the further strengthening and development of 

the socialist economy, to its superiority over the economy of 

the capitalist countries which are growing weaker under the 

blows of the oncoming economic crisis. 



STRUGGLE OF ITALIAN WOMEN FOR 
PEACE AND FREEDOM. Maria Maddalena 
Rossi, Chairman, Italian Women’s League 

 

 

 
 

 

Since the Second National Congress of the Italian 

Women’s League held in Milan in October 1947, the women of 

Italy have never ceased their fight against the policy of poverty 

and  war preparations pursued by the Anglo-American 

imperialists and their Italian mercenaries. 

The Peace Congress in Rome in March 1948, the Italian 
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women’s delegation sent to Paris in October 1918 to hand the 

United Nations the petition of three million signatories 

demanding that the atom bomb should be outlawed, the 

preparations for the World Peace Congress in Paris and the 240 

strong delegation of Italian women, the petition against the 

Atlantic Pact signed by over seven million people, 

International Women’s Day—such were the main stages of this 

struggle. 

Italian women took part in the general strike following the 

attempt on the fife of Palmiro Togliatti, leader of the working 

class and of the Italian peoples. The strike was followed by 

fierce repression and so the Italian Women’s League launched 

a wide campaign of solidarity with the seven thousand people 

arrested and their families. Despite persecution and terror, 

300,000 women took an active part in the strike of agricultural 

labourers last summer. Many other facts could be given to 

illustrate the part played by women in the struggle against the 

closing of factories and against dismissals—for example, at the 

Palumba plant in Naples, the Motta plant in Milan, the Val di 

Chiana brick works, and so on. 

The most important recent event in the Italian democratic 

women’s movement was the Third National Congress of the 

Union of Italian Women held in Rome on October 14-16. The 

Congress was preceded by provincial congresses and, still 

earlier, by meetings in towns and villages, in factories and 

plants, and by various celebrations such as competitions and 

sport contests. 

Associations affiliated to the Italian Women’s League 

associations of women in the countryside, of women bread-

winners, of Italian girls, the National Aid-to-Children Union, 

etc., held meetings to discuss a number of questions linked 

with the main question—the struggle for peace. They also 

elected delegates to the Congress and collected delegates’ 

funds. Meetings of women trade unionists (in the textile, 
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chemical, food, garment industries, etc.) were also held. In 

addition, the Italian Women’s League called pre-Congress 

meetings in municipalities, villages, districts and in the streets. 

For example, on the initiative of the League, 50 meetings and 

23 district women’s conferences were held in the city of Turin 

alone, and in the province, 80 general women’s meeting and 10 

municipal conferences were held. In each of the league’s clubs, 

meetings were held according to trades and organisations. The 

Turin women’s organisations showed that preparation for the 

Congress can yield concrete results whereas on March 8, 1948 

the organisation had 18,286 members, by the end of last 

September it had 45,000. 

Even in the more backward areas in the heart of Sicily and 

Sardinia, the League succeeded in gaining the support of the 

women of remote villages, bringing them together, often for 

the first time, to discuss local problems. In the village of 

Catenanuova, for instance, the leader of the Enna Women’s 

League suggested that the women should discuss the problem 

of trachoma in the village and demand that assistance should be 

provided for children suffering from this disease which affects 

up to 70 per cent of the children. 

In its work to mobilise women, the League has drawn their 

attention to the causes of their day-to-day difficulties revealing 

the connection between the policy of poverty and enslavement 

pursued by the Italian Government and the imperialists’ 

preparations for a new world conflict. 

The National Congress was the review of the forces of the 

Italian women fighters for peace and democracy. The Italian 

Women’s League came to its Third Congress with 1,021,000 

members. Its weekly journal has a circulation of 170,000. 

However, despite the success that have been achieved, it is 

obvious that the democratic women’s movement in Italy is still 

restricted and that influenced by tradition and social conditions, 

broad sections of women can easily be utilised by reaction or 
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its own aims. 

The Congress sets itself two main tasks: firstly to show the 

warmongers inside the country the scale, power and 

determination of the women’s democratic movement indicating 

at the same time how even broader masses of women can be 

won for the struggle for peace, freedom and work; secondly, to 

consolidate the achievements in most appropriate 

organisational forms. 

One of the positive features noted during the Congress 

preparations is the growing popularity of the international 

Federation of Democratic Women. Italian women are inspired 

by confidence in the forces of peace, led by the Soviet Union. 

If the great love they have for the Soviet women and for the 

women of the People’s Democracies and the People’s Republic 

of China grows into a desire to follow their example, then Italy 

will make its contribution to the cause of peace and democracy 

throughout the world. 
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FROM COLLEGE TO PANTRY 
 

The September issue of the American “New York Times 

Magazine” carries an article forecasting what is in store for this 

year’s college graduates. 

The article offers them a perspective which is gloomy but 

frank. Blatantly admitting the changes in the country’s 

economic situation, it tells them that many big firms will 

employ fewer graduates than in previous years. It warns 

students that many of them will not get the type of work they 

want, that others will get lower wages or will have to wait for 

better days. 

The article discusses the chances of work in the main fields 

chosen by graduates. The chances are that many young men 

will grow old waiting for better times. 

Despite the increasing need for engineers, it goes on, it 

seems that in the next few years a considerable number of new 

engineers will not be able to find work according to their 

speciality.  

Law schools, it continues, are already reporting great 

difficulties in placing their graduates. 

Although the demand for administrative posts is growing, 

it will be much more difficult for future graduates to find work 

than it was for their predecessors. 

And yet with typical American bombast, the article blithely 

declares that there is a solution, that all is not lost. It says that 

many graduates who cannot find posts will have to take jobs as 

clerks or technical assistants, factory workers or even in service 

bureaux. 
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GUNS INSTEAD OF SCHOOLS 
 

According to the new Danish budget for 1950-51, military 

expenditure of the Ministry of Defence, including the Navy, 

will increase from 305 million crowns to 352 million crowns. 

Commenting on the budget, the newspaper “Land og Folk” 

points out that, huge as it is, this figure will be still higher 

when it is added to increased expenses arising from 

devaluation and also to military expenditure involved in the 

call-up for the army civil defence and so on, which comes 

under the budget of other Ministries. The newspaper goes on to 

say that even greater military expenditure should be expected 

since Hansen, Danish Minister of Defence, is at present in the 

United States where he will be told how much obsolete 

American war material Denmark will have to import, and what 

it will cost. 

“The total increase in upkeep costs of the Army and Navy 

amounts to nearly 50 million crowns, that is, the expenses 

mount by 125,000 crown a day,” writes the newspaper. 

“Consequently, daily military expenditure is now over a 

million crowns. The increased sums allocated by the Hedtoft 

Government for military expenditure are far greater than those 

allotted for the Ministries of Education, Social Insurance, and 

Labour put together, although the number of children of school 

age is growing, although high prices cancel any social services 

and unemployment is steadily increasing.” 
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LIBERATION MISSION OF SOVIET ARMY 
IN YUGOSLAVIA. 

 

Five Years Since Liberation of Belgrade. Major-
General Popivoda, Yugoslav Army 

 

Five years ago, on October 20, 1944, the Soviet Army, 

together with units of the People’s Liberation Army of 

Yugoslavia, liberated Belgrade from the fascist yoke. 

The liberation of Yugoslavia and its capital was the result 

of the victories of the Soviet Army in the Great Patriotic War 

and its sweeping westward offensive. 

This was more than indirect aid to our people and our 

People’s Liberation Army. 

The 1944 operations on the Eastern front were 

distinguished by the general offensive of the Soviet Army 

which smashed the enemy front from the Baltic to the Black 

Sea. In 1944, ten victorious Stalinist blows, smashed and 

disorganised the Hitler fascist army along the entire front and 

forced it to retreat. 

The seventh of these Stalinist offensives launched on 

August 20 and 21 by the troops of the Second and Third 

Ukrainian Fronts in the Jassy-Kishinev area smashed and 

completely wiped out the powerful fascist group deployed 

there to prevent the Soviet Army breaking through to the 

Balkans. As a result of this blow, Rumania and Bulgaria 

capitulated and their troops turned their arms against fascism. 

This sealed the fate of the German forces in the Balkans. The 

Soviet Army cleared its path for a continued offensive toward 

Hungary and Austria and soon reached the Yugoslav frontier, 

preparing the way for the speedy and complete liberation of 

Yugoslavia. 
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At that time the national-liberation movement in 

Yugoslavia was in a critical situation. The Yugoslav High 

Command, smashed by German paratroops in Drvar (Bosnia), 

abandoned Yugoslav territory and sought refuge with the 

Anglo-Americans in Italy. The partisan units were abandoned 

and left to their own devices. The enemy, fearing encirclement 

and destruction at the hands of the Soviet Army, began to 

retreat from Greece, Macedonia and Montenegro. He smashed 

the partisan units of Serbia and Macedonia which represented a 

very inconsiderable force, and forced them into the mountains. 

On their own initiative these partisans units and their local 

commanders, moved from Bosnia and Montenegro to link up 

with the Soviet Army. They suffered heavy losses (some units 

losing as much as 50 to 70 per cent) in men and equipment 

when they crossed the rivers Drina, Lima and Ibra in Serbia 

and Western Morava. 

The difficulties of the Yugoslav national liberation 

movement just before the liberation of Belgrade were increased 

by the fact that, as in Greece, the Anglo-Americana wee 

preparing to invade the country and crush the national 

liberation movement. The Anglo-American imperialists hold 

completed their preparations for the occupation of Yugoslavia. 

Certain partisan units, such as the 7th Liberation Crops, 

operating  on the territory of Slovenia along the Slovenian 

coast, received direct instructions from the High Command not 

to put any obstacles in the way of the Anglo-Americans but to 

welcome them cordially and to help them. Even during the war 

years the Tito clique in Yugoslavia was pursuing a policy of 

treachery. Today it is clear to us that the crisis in the national 

liberation movement was due entirely to the treacherous 

behaviour and activities of the Tito-Rankovic fascist gang 

which conducted secret negotiations with the Anglo-Americans 

in Italy, and later on the island of Vis, and for which purpose 

the ringleader, the traitor Tito, personally met Churchill. 
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At this very difficult period for our peoples and our 

liberation movement, the Soviet Army reached the Yugoslav 

frontier. After the Soviet Government had asked the consent of 

our peoples for the Soviet troops to enter Yugoslav territory, 

the troops of the 2nd and 3rd Ukrainian Fronts crossed the 

rivers Drava and Tisza, liberated Serbia and Vojevodina and, 

on October 20, 1944, the capital of Yugoslavia, Belgrade. 

The 1st and 12th Corps of the People’s Liberation Army 

took part in the battle of Belgrade. The heroic partisans fought 

bravely and made their contribution to the liberation of their 

beloved city. Their greatest praise was Comrade Stalin’s Order 

of the Day in which, along with the Soviet units, due 

recognition was accorded our proletarian shock divisions 

which had taken part in the fighting for Belgrade. 

Commenting on those historic days and the role of the 

Soviet Army in our liberation, our unforgettable comrade, 

General Jovanovic, wrote in his brochure “The Belgrade 

Operation”: “The great Russian people has been our hope and 

guarantee throughout the ages. Such was also the case this 

time. Confidence in the strength and ultimate victory of our 

struggle were the decisive factors over a period of difficult 

years... The Soviet army gave us fraternal, disinterested aid. 

Soviet soldiers shed their blood on the soil of our native land—

in Serbia, in the streets of Belgrade. in Srem. Out of the joint 

suffering and bloodshed there grew the invincible fraternity 

and unity of the two Slav countries. This is the only correct 

foreign political orientation which corresponds to the age-old 

strivings, cultural and historical development of our peoples. 

This is the sole guarantee that our peoples will save themselves 

from national misfortune—and there have been many 

misfortunes in our bitter history”. 

The liberation of Belgrade was a great political, moral and 

military victory of the Soviet Army and our People’s liberation 

Army. More than anything, this victory was of great and 



47 
 

decisive significance for the further liberation of the Yugoslav 

peoples from the fascist yoke and capitalist slavery and for 

building a new Yugoslav army. 

The fact that Yugoslavia and its capital had been liberated 

with the direct participation of the Soviet Army was regarded 

by our peoples as a guarantee that they would be able to 

express their will freely and realise their age-old aspirations, 

that they would be able to liberate themselves from capitalist 

oppression and establish a new, people’s power in the country. 

Liberated Belgrade was the symbol of the speedy and complete 

victory of the Yugoslav peoples. 

These aspirations of the Yugoslav peoples were realised 

thanks to the selfless and inestimable fraternal aid rendered by 

the Soviet Union and the Soviet Army. Once again Belgrade 

became the political, cultural and administrative centre of 

Yugoslavia. A mortal blow was inflicted not only on the 

German invaders who had been lording it in Belgrade for 

several years, but also on Yugoslav reaction and the quislings 

both at home and abroad. 

The capture of Belgrade Popivoda grade by the Soviet 

Army and the advance into Hungary and Austria cut off the 

retreat of the Hitler divisions from the Balkan Peninsula. The 

so-called Balkan front crumbled and the life line of this enemy 

front—the Salonika-Belgrade-Budapest railway was occupied 

by the Soviet Army. Over 150,000 German fascist soldiers and 

vast quantities of military equipment were captured by the 

Yugoslav Army. 

The actual liberation of Belgrade was of particular 

significance for our People’s Liberation Army. The Soviet 

Army rendered us every assistance in reorganising the partisan 

units into a modern regular army capable of waging frontal 

attacks against the enemy. It gave us modern equipment—

artillery, tanks and aircraft-which we had not had hitherto. Our 

officers were advised by Soviet military experts sent to us on 
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our request. They stayed and fought with us until Yugoslavia 

was completely liberated. 

From 1943 onwards, the Soviet Army supplied our 

People’s liberation Army with equipment. At night in all 

weathers, Soviet pilots flew to different parts of the country to 

Slovenia, Bosnia, Serbia and Montenegro, bringing arms and 

ammunition and evacuating the wounded. When the Soviet 

Army approached our frontiers, special mobile artillery and 

aircraft units were detached, on Comrade Stalin’s personal 

directive, from the 2nd and 3rd Ukrainian Fronts. In less than 

15 days these units liberated Belgrade and more than half of all 

Yugoslavia. How hard these Soviet Units fought can be seen 

from the advance of the 4th Mechanized Corps under General 

Zhdanov from Vidin (Bulgaria) to Belgrade, over mountains 

and through autumn mud in a roadless terrain. This advance 

took only six days—an average of 50 kilometres a day. 

Without resting, this Corps immediately went into battle 

playing a decisive role in the liberation of the capital. 

The Soviet Army handed over to our army all the war 

material captured during the battle for Belgrade, a considerable 

number of light and heavy guns and several thousand gun-

carriers. More than ten infantry divisions were supplied with 

arms from the Danube supply line. General Vitruk’s air-wing 

was placed at our disposal. All the equipment of this group 

together with several hundred planes was handed over to us 

and is still in the Yugoslav Army. When in January 1945, the 

Germans succeeded in breaking the Srem front, routing the 1st 

Yugoslav Army and threatening Belgrade once more, Marshall 

Tolbuchin, despite the German offensive at Lake Balaton, 

detached considerable forces which halted the drive, smashed 

and threw back the enemy from Belgrade. 

These are but a few example of the great and decisive 

assistance given by the Soviet Army in the liberation of 

Yugoslavia. This assistance was essential for Yugoslavia’s 
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liberation from fascist slavery and the capitalist yoke and to 

ensure that her people took the happy path of Socialism. 

There is no need to prove this historical truth to anybody, 

and certainly not to the peoples of Yugoslavia who are the 

living witnesses of those memorable days and events. But it is 

imperative, particularly for the Yugoslav peoples, to defend 

this truth from the degenerates and traitors—the Tito-Rankovic 

clique which, in its bestial hatred for the Soviet Union and the 

liberating Soviet Army, is trying to distort, falsify and belittle 

the historical facts. 

The fascist Tito gang ignores the services of the Soviet 

Army in liberating Yugoslavia, pretending that to admit the 

role of the Soviet Union would detract from the significance of 

the Yugoslav people’s liberation struggle. The Yugoslav 

people know very well who liberated our country and all other 

countries from Hitlerism, they know very well who was the 

first to recognise our heroic struggle and give it material help. 

The Yugoslav peoples are not ungrateful; the Tito clique will 

never succeed in deceiving them. Thousands of Soviet soldiers 

fell on our soil, fighting for our liberation. The Tito clique 

defiles the graves of these soldiers, insulting our peoples who 

love the U.S.S.R., the Bolshevik Party and Comrade Stalin to 

whom they will remain for ever grateful. 

But Belgrade, liberated five years ago by the Soviet Army, 

is once again in the grip of a monstrous terror regime directed 

by the fascist Tito-Rankovic clique. The Glavnjacha prison, the 

Banista concentration camp, the Zemun military prison and 

many others are filled with Communists against whom the 

Rankovic janissaries commit unheard of atrocities. The prisons 

hold partisans who fought in the People’s Liberation War since 

1941, leaders of the people’s uprising, soldiers who, together 

with the glorious Soviet Army troops, took part in the battle for 

Belgrade: Sreten Juiovic, Andrija Hebrang, Branko Petricevic, 

Vlado Dapcevic, Savo Stancevic, Moma Djuric and many 
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others. One of these prisons saw the murder of General 

Jovanovic, the hero of the People’s Liberation War, beloved of 

the Yugoslav partisans. Five years after the liberation of 

Belgrade, police terror once again talks in the city. People are 

arrested in the streets. Rankovic agents make night raids on 

their homes, terrorising and plundering the people. It is 

sufficient to mention the services and assistance of the Soviet 

Union or to lay flowers on the grave of a Soviet soldier to be 

arrested, beaten up and kept into prison. 

The traitors and deserters have taken Yugoslavia out of the 

socialist camp, wiped out the gains of our people’s liberation 

struggle, and have opened our country to the Anglo-American 

plunderers—the old enemies of Yugoslavia who for decades 

ruthlessly oppressed and exploited the country, who all through 

the war stabbed her in the back, who in 1944 without the 

slightest reason and contrary to our repeated protests, bombed 

Belgrade which was already in ruins. 

But the fascist degenerates are wrong if they think they 

will be able to continue their treacherous policy and terrorise 

the Yugoslav peoples for much longer. The plans of the 

imperialists and of their agency in Yugoslavia have been 

exposed. The criminals have been caught red-handed. 

Yugoslav patriots’ resistance to the traitors will inevitably 

grow into an armed struggle and will destroy the imperialist 

plans which have already been exposed. 
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A WORTHY ANSWER TO BELGRADE 
FASCISTS 

 

Contrary to common sense, the Tito nationalist clique is 

vainly trying to prove that it has had some “success” in 

building Socialism. Its press and radio are blaring this to the 

whole world. However, Tito and his ilk are evidently not 

completely convinced that their self-advertisement hits the 

mark. To make doubly sure, they ordered the Tanjug agency to 

get out special bulletins and send them off to organisations 

throughout the world—whether these organisations wanted 

them or not. The embarrassment this may cause them is evident 

from the following example: 

Five of these bulletins were sent to the Trades Union 

Council of the 13th District in Paris. But nobody there wanted 

them. They were immediately returned with this covering 

letter: “True to proletarian internationalism, the working people 

of the 13th District are well aware of the treachery of the Tito 

clique. They do not need to read your bulletin to be convinced 

of this. It is enough if they read the press controlled by the 

government whom they are fighting for every newspaper 

praises the present Yugoslav Government. 

“Not a single worker in the 13th District can agree with a 

government that broke with the People’s Democracies—in 

order to join the governments of the dollar and anti-Soviet war. 

But the working people of the 13th District, with the working 

people throughout France, believe in the Yugoslav people who, 

like them, are fighting tooth and nail against a government 

which carries out fascist provocation against the U.S.S.R. and 

the People’s Democracies.” 

The working people of the 13th District of Paris gave a 

suitable answer to the attempts of the Yugoslav traitors to 

advertise Tito “Socialism”. 
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VOICE OF YUGOSLAV EMIGRANTS IN 
AUSTRALIA 

 

“Napredak” a newspaper of Yugoslav emigrant in Sydney, has 

denounced the Tito clique which is selling out Yugoslavia to 

the American imperialists. 

“The vicious lies against the Soviet Union put out by the 

Tito-Rankovic propaganda machine has far outstripped the 

propaganda of the Hitler, Franco and Mussolini fascist regimes 

and that of the blatant imperialist liar in the United States and 

other capitalist countries”, wrote the newspaper recently. “The 

imperialists regard the Titoites as their faithful servants with 

whose help they continue to plunder the Yugoslav peoples, 

making use of their country to incite war against the peace-

loving peoples of the world led by the Soviet Union”. 

The newspaper further points out that, despite this false 

propaganda, the Yugoslav people know who are their real 

friends and who are their enemies: they know that the only 

salvation for Yugoslavia is true, lasting friendship with the 

Soviet Union and the countries which have taken the road of 

building Socialism. 

“Napredak” expresses confidence that the peoples of 

Yugoslavia will be strong enough to smash the Tito clique and 

to bring Yugoslavia back into the fraternal family of peace-

loving socialist countries headed by the genuine friend and 

liberator of the Yugoslav peoples, the great Soviet Union. 

“Our emigrants in Australia, New Zealand and other 

continents are playing an important role in realising this great 

task”, writes the newspaper. “They have resolutely denounced 

the treachery of Tito and his clique. In its struggle, ·the 

working class of Yugoslavia can rely on the full support of 

Yugoslavs abroad”. 
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INVIOLABLE FRIENDSHIP OF CHINESE 
AND SOVIET PEOPLES. Liu Shao-chi, 
Member, Political Bureau, Chinese 

Communist Party 
 

The history of the last thirty years has clearly proved that 

the peoples of the two great nations, China and the Soviet 

Union, love each other like brothers. 

More than thirty years ago, the tsarist government pursued 

the policy of invading China which evoked the opposition of 

the Chinese people. Such opposition WB entirely justified. But, 

after the overthrow of the tsarist government and the victory of 

the October Revolution, the situation underwent a complete 

change. The people of the Soviet Union, under the leadership 

of the great Lenin and the great Stalin, carried out an 

unprecedentedly friendly policy toward the Chinese people, 

while the Chinese people also began to accept the friendship of 

the people and Government of the Soviet Union with an 

unprecedentedly friendly attitude. 

The success of the great October Revolution brought great 

hopes to all mankind, including the oppressed Chinese people. 

As Comrade Stalin said, “The October Revolution greatly 

promoted the liberation cause of the oppressed nations of the 

West and the East... building a bridge between the socialist 

West and the enslaved East.” It was only under the inspired 

influence of the Great October Revolution that the advanced 

elements of China grasped the weapon of Marxism-Leninism 

after their long groping, and energetically used this weapon to 

analyse and solve problems in China. The Communist Party of 

China consequently came into being in 1921, and the face of 

the Chinese revolution was changed. 
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This historical development was understood by Doctor Sun 

Yat-sen who had led the 1911 Revolution. Disillusioned by the 

realities of the old China and the old democracy of the Anglo-

American type, he welcomed the October Revolution and the 

Communist Party of China and, as a result, the three principles 

were elaborated in 1921—alliance with Russia, with the 

Communist Party and assistance to the peasants and workers. 

At that time, the Government of the Soviet Union, voluntarily 

abrogated all its prerogatives in China and all unequal treaties 

concluded with the old Government of China during the tsarist 

period, and rendered truly friendly help to Sun Yatsen’s 

revolutionary government of that time. It was just because of 

this aid that the revolutionary Northern Expeditionary War was 

launched and was victorious. In March, 1925, in his testament 

to his successors just before his death, Dr. Sun Yat-sen wrote, 

“We must ally ourselves for a common struggle with those 

peoples of the world who treat us on a footing of equality.” 

This meant that alliance should be formed with the Soviet 

Union. 

But after the death of Dr. Sun Yat-sen, his testament was 

entirely violated by the reactionary Chiang Kai-shek bloc. In 

1927, when China’s great revolution was on the way to 

winning brilliant victory through Kuomintang-Communist 

cooperation and with the aid of the Soviet Union, Chiang Kai-

shek betrayed the Chinese revolution, betrayed the Chinese 

people and Dr. Sun Yat-sen. The Kuomintang switched over 

from cooperating with the Soviet Union and the Communist 

Party into opposing them, from helping the peasants and 

workers into riding roughshod over them, and furthermore 

launched ten years of brutal civil war. The Chiang Kai-shek 

bloc became the watch dog of imperialism and the 

representative of the interests of the feudal comprador class. 

The friendship and cooperation between the two great nations, 

China and the Soviet Union, were seriously obstructed and 
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undermined. 

In 1937, when the armed forces of Japanese imperialism 

invaded China, the Soviet Union was the first to aid and 

support China’s war of resistance, disregarding the past crimes 

of the Kuomintang. 

Despite the great destruction suffered by her, the Soviet 

Union quickly participated in the war against Japan after 

winning the war in Europe, annihilated the Japanese Kwantung 

Army and thus helped China to liberate the Northeast. 

The existence of the powerful Soviet Union and the growth 

of the people’s democratic forces throughout the world pinned 

down a great part of the forces of imperialism, thus enabling 

the Chinese People’s Liberation War to be won rapidly. 

Now the Chinese People’s Liberation War and the people’s 

great revolution have won a decisive victory and will soon win 

complete victory .The Chinese People’s Political Consultative 

Conference has been convened. The formation of the Central 

Government of the People’s Republic of China was proclaimed 

on October 1. The Soviet Union was the first to recognise and 

establish diplomatic relations with the Chinese people’s 

government the day after the proclamation of the People’s 

Republic of China. 

These facts of the past thirty years demonstrate the 

steadfast friendship of the Soviet people and the Soviet 

Government towards the Chinese people. 

In his letter to the Soviet Union just before his death, Dr. 

Sun Yat-sen said, “The day will soon dawn when the Soviet 

Union will welcome a strong and independent China as friend 

and ally and in the great war for freedom of the oppressed 

nations of the world these two nations will march forward hand 

in hand to win victory”. 

This day cherished by Dr. Sun Yat-sen has not only 

dawned, but has become a reality. Henceforth, Chinese history 

has entered an entirely new era. This has also enabled the 
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friendship between the Chinese and Soviet people to enter an 

entirely new era. There is now no force in the world which 

can impede or undermine the friendship and cooperation 

between the Chinese and Soviet peoples. 

Henceforth there will be boundless development and 

consolidation of the friendship and cooperation between these 

two peoples. The close cooperation of these two great nations 

will be unequalled in the world and will play a decisive role in 

determining world development. The close cooperation of 

these two great nations is in keeping with the best interests of 

mankind and especially the best interests of the Chinese 

people. We therefore greatly prize this friendship and 

cooperation. 

We will not allow anyone to impede or undermine this 

friendship and cooperation, because this would be against the 

vital interests of the great majority of the Chinese people. 

China is an economically backward country: industry 

occupies only one-tenth of her total production. At present 

Chinese economy has suffered great destruction and the prime 

task of the Chinese people today is to rehabilitate and steadily 

develop the people’s economy so as to industrialise China. 

Without the friendly help of the Soviet people and the Soviet 

Government this task would have been much more difficult. 

For instance, the rapid restoration of our railways was due to 

the help of the Soviet Union; with the help of the Soviet Union, 

the rehabilitation of the iron and steel industry in Anshan, 

Shihchingshan etc. was carried out much more quickly. The 

sincere, friendly help given by the Soviet Union to the Chinese 

people is therefore one of the favourable conditions for 

rehabilitating and developing Chinese economy. 

The Chinese people should particularly prize their 

friendship and cooperation with the Soviet people for this 

reason and also because the Soviet people has been brought up 

on the teachings of the great Lenin and the great Stalin. The 
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Soviet people is inspired by boundless, sincere friendship in the 

spirit of internationalism towards the Chinese people and the 

peoples of the world. Their help to the Chinese people is 

unconditional.  

This help is the same as that of the Chinese Communists 

who serve the people unconditionally and ask for nothing in 

return. Such a friendly spirit of internationalism is 

incomprehensible to persons with the old bourgeois outlook. 

For instance, when we helped the workers and peasants in 

factories and rural villages, people looked at us in surprise 

when they saw that we were unafraid of troubles, hardship and 

danger and did things for them without asking anything in 

return. This was because they had never seen such 

magnanimous and selfless people who could serve the people 

unconditionally. The Communists and people of the Soviet 

Union are just as magnanimous and selfless as the Chinese 

Communist and can serve the Chinese people unconditionally. 

This is because Communist throughout the world, including 

those in China, are a completely new type of people hitherto 

unknown in history. These people are endowed with the 

boundless, sincere an friendly spirit of internationalism and can 

serve the people in any part of the world unconditionally and 

indiscriminately. That was why Comrade Mao Tse-tung said: 

“We can only look for genuine friendly aid from the camp 

headed by the Soviet Union.” 
Trade between the Soviet Union and China is developing. 

The trading conditions proposed by the Soviet Union are 

entirely friendly and selfless and could never be possible with 

the capitalist countries. These are some of the concrete 

manifestations of the Soviet people’s spirit of internationalism. 

We particularly prize this friendship and cooperation 

between the Chinese and Soviet peoples because the path 

traversed by the Soviet people is the path which we Chinese 

people will soon take. The experience of the Soviet people in 
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national construction is worthy of careful study by the Chinese 

people. The Chinese revolution attained the victory of today 

because we learnt from the Soviet Union and Russia is still our 

teacher. From now on we are going to rebuild our country and 

must continue to make Russia our teacher and study the Soviet 

people’s experience of national construction. 

The Soviet Union has now much scientific knowledge 

which is entirely new and unknown to the rest of the world. We 

can learn such scientific knowledge in the field of economics, 

in banking, public finance, commerce, education etc., only 

from the Soviet Union. Soviet culture is an entirely new 

culture. The urgent task before the Chinese people today is to 

absorb the new culture of the Soviet Union and to make it the 

orientation for building up the New China. Hence, we are 

especially in need of the friendly aid and cooperation of the 

Soviet people. 

Thirty-two years Russia was still a backward country. But 

such conditions have now changed, and she is no longer a 

backward country but an advanced state. The Soviet Union has 

not only the most advanced political and military systems in 

the world, but her scientific and technical achievements have 

caught up and outstripped those of the most advanced 

countries. Only by rejecting the incorrect views of those 

Chinese who believe that Russia is still backward will the 

Chinese people be able to learn from the Soviet Union on a 

wide scale. 

In the capitalist countries, industrialisation took over a 

hundred year, while in the Soviet Union it took only 20 to 30 

years. We can also industrialise China within 20 years because 

of the help given to the Chinese people by the Soviet Union in 

the spirit of internationalism. Therefore, the close friendship 

and cooperation between the Chinese and the Soviet peoples 

should be particularly prized. 

The friendship and cooperation between the Chinese and 
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Soviet peoples has a great significance and our enemies, the 

imperialists and reactionaries, are well aware of this. Therefore, 

they concentrate on the undermining of this friendship and 

cooperation. They are now using various means, such as 

spreading rumours, creating dissension end intriguing to 

undermine Soviet friendship and cooperation and are now 

trying to sow suspicion and dissension between the peoples of 

these two nations. We must be on our guard against this. 

Expressing the will of the Chinese people throughout the 

country, we carried out preparatory work to form a Chinese 

Soviet Friendship Society. The purpose of this work is to 

strengthen, develop and consolidate the fraternal friendship and 

cooperation between the peoples of the Soviet Union and 

China and to encourage the exchange of knowledge and 

experience between <the two great nations. We have decided to 

set up the headquarters of the Society in the new people’s 

capital, Peking, and will organise branches throughout the 

country. The Society has already finished its preparatory work. 

Some branches have already been formed, for instance, in the 

Northeast, while some are in the process of preparation and 

will soon be set up. The fact that broad masses in various 

districts of the country are enthusiastically joining the Chinese-

Soviet Friendship Society proves that the Chinese people want 

most earnestly and urgently to cooperate closely with the 

Soviet Union and the Soviet people. And they regard this as an 

urgent task. 
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IN THE STRUGGLE FOR THE NEW 
SCHOOL. Jozef Kowalczyk, Head of 

Education Department, Central 
Committee, United Workers’ Party of 

Poland 
 

The elimination of the Right, nationalist deviation at the 

Plenum of the Central Committee of the Polish Workers’ Party 

in August 1948, and the decisions of the December Congress 

of the United Workers’ Party of Poland outlining the path of 

development of the people’s Poland toward Socialism, paved 

the way for the launching of a successful ideological offensive 

also in the sphere of education.  

Educational workers were faced with a serious task, 

namely, to make a critical revision of all their previous work, 

to eliminate at once the distortions of the Right, nationalist 

deviation in school practice and to infuse teaching with new 

content in keeping with the demands of the struggle to build 

Socialism. The first stage of this work has already been 

completed. The beginning of the new school year was marked 

by important changes, both in the school system and in the 

curricula. 

What is the nature of these changes? 

The new curriculum for the eleven-year school provides 

for technical education and for raising the social and political 

consciousness of the pupils. At the same time it maintains the 

best traditions of national culture in educational work. 

Consequently, natural science and mathematics, the Polish 

language and literature are being taught on a larger scale than 
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before. This year elementary social science courses will be 

introduced for the first time in the tenth class. To avoid 

overburdening pupils, the number of art lessons has been cut in 

schools and included instead in the curricula of evening art 

classes. 

Changes have been made in the teaching of foreign 

languages. Until now, English and French were mostly studied, 

but gradually Russian will become the primary foreign 

language in elementary school and one of the main foreign 

languages in the secondary school. This will give our young 

people access to the most advanced science and literature 

which, in its turn, will have a positive influence of the general 

level of teaching and will help further to strengthen the 

fraternal friendship between people’s Poland and the Soviet 

Union. In reorganising the school curricula, the guiding 

principle was the desire to face education with new problems 

and new advanced ideas. The aims of democratic education, 

aims corresponding to the tasks raised by people’s Poland in its 

Six-Year Plan to lay the foundation of Socialism, must be 

realised in the process of study. 

In preparing new curricula and text-books it was essential 

to pay particular attention to such important educational 

subjects as Poland and the present-day world, to history, 

geography, literature and natural science. This was particularly 

since these subjects had been contaminated to a greater degree 

by the Right, nationalist postulates and conclusions. It is 

sufficient to give the example of the text-book that was 

supposed to acquaint our children with the problems of Poland 

and the present-day world. This book was filled with incorrect 

theories slurring over the class struggle and distorting the 

perspective of the further development of people’s democracy. 

People’s democracy was presented as a complete social system 

distinguished by an alleged equilibrium between the three 

sectors of economy—the State, cooperative and private sectors. 
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This book lacked the necessary clarity on such fundamental 

questions as the division of the post-war world into two camps 

and the leading role of the Soviet Union in the struggle of the 

democratic forces against the imperialist camp. From this text-

book the pupil could not get the essential social-economic 

knowledge either about the capitalist world or about the 

U.S.S.R. and the People’s Democracies. It failed to underline 

the historical service of the Soviet Union in liberating Poland 

and other countries from the yoke of Hitlerism and the fraternal 

assistance given by the U.S.S.R. to the People’s Democracies 

in their rehabilitation work and in laying the foundations of 

Socialism.  

The reaching of history was in no better position. Until 

now the reactionary attitude of regarding the historical process 

as the exclusive function of the ruling, exploiting classes, 

predominated in Polish text-books. This resulted in wild, 

absurd distortions, particularly in describing Russian-Polish 

relations. Although the more flagrant distortions, deliberately 

written into the school books at the behest of the pre-war 

bourgeois government, were rectified in the immediate postwar 

years, as recently as last year the text-books were full of 

mistakes and misrepresentations. History books presented 

incorrectly or ignored the main facts concerning the 

cooperation of the Russian revolutionary forces with the Polish 

revolutionary movement in the struggle against tsarist 

oppression. They also slurred over the fact that twice, in 1918 

and again in 1945, Poland was indebted to the U.S.S.R. for the 

restoration of her independence. 

The new curricula and text-books based on the democratic 

traditions of the Polish and Russian peoples point to the 

perspective of building Socialism in People’s Poland with the 

assistance of the Soviet Union, they show how to recognise the 

enemies of our people’s independence—the imperialists—and 

to love our real friends—the U.S.S.R. and the People’s 
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Democracies. Much attention is now devoted to the Soviet 

Union. Pupils will become acquainted with the great 

achievements of the land of Socialism, with its State structure 

and its culture and economy not only at their geography, 

history and Russian lessons, but also while studying chemistry 

and biology. The Michurin-Lysenko doctrine which has been 

included in the new curricula and text-books will become the 

basis for the teaching of biology in Polish schools. Historical 

materialism, the make principles of which will be taught in the 

tenth class, will be the basis for the teaching of history. We 

want to make the world outlook of Marxism-Leninism the 

basis of our educational work as soon and as completely as 

possible. 

In carrying out these tasks, our school work is faced with 

many difficulties. The majority of our teachers has not had a 

Marxist training, and no Marxist pedagogical literature has 

been published in recent years. During the first years of 

people’s Poland, such work was restricted to haphazard 

correction and eclectic half-measures. We must now rectify 

these errors, quickly raise the ideological level of teachers and 

supply our schools with better text-books. 

Steps have been taken already in this direction. During the 

summer vacation nearly 8,000 teachers attended courses in the 

social sciences. At the beginning of the school year, two-day 

conferences, attended by more than 70,000 teachers, were held 

throughout the country. At these conferences, organised under 

the slogan of the struggle for new methods in education, 

teachers became conversant with the new curricula and 

discussed the problems of further ideological education and 

self-education. A feature of these discussions was the 

unprecedented interest displayed by the teachers in the matter 

of raising their ideological level, their realisation that without 

mastering the principles of Marxism-Leninism it is impossible 

to effect the necessary change in school methods. The teachers 
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also urged that Marxist pedagogical literature and books about 

the U.S.S.R. should be made available as soon as possible. 

Typical in this respect was the resolution adapted at the 

Sosnowiec regional teacher’s conference: “This conference 

finds it necessary to make Soviet literature, particularly 

pedagogical literature, more accessible to teachers. This would 

make it possible to became acquainted with the achievements 

of Soviet education and to utilise this experience in our own 

work”. 

Responding to the general desire on the part of teachers to 

raise their ideological level, the Teachers’ Union is launching a 

nation-wide campaign for individual study of Marxism-

Leninism and Socialist pedagogy. This year, secondary school 

teachers will have to pass additional exams in these two 

subjects. To help teachers in their self-study, a network of 

consultation centres has been provided and arrangements are 

being made for special conferences. Syllabuses are being 

prepared and a number of soviet pedagogical works translated. 

Russian language teachers, of whom there is serious shortage at 

present, are being trained in newly opened courses. During the 

current year, these courses should provide five or six hundred 

teachers of the Russian language. 

Despite considerable alterations and improvements, the 

text-books issued for the current school year are not yet 

satisfactory. This is particularly true of history books. In view 

of this, the Political Bureau of the Central Committee of the 

Party has requested a group of Marxist historians to guide the 

work of preparing two new history text-books for secondary 

schools and teachers training colleges. In addition, a number of 

Soviet history books have been translated and are being 

prepared [or publication. These text-books will be of great help 

in realising the new educational programme. 

Parents and the working people generally are also taking 

part in the struggle for the new education. Last spring, parents’ 
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committees were elected at all schools. The task of these 

committees is to make education even more democratic and to 

rid it of hostile influences. As a result of the election campaign 

which embraced over 25,000 kindergartens, elementary and 

secondary schools, the influence of reactionary elements which 

contaminated the former parents’ committees was eliminated. 

The new committees are composed of 240,000 parents from 

among industrial workers, peasants and working intellectuals. 

Among them already 107,000 members of our Party. 

Moreover, trade union committees in factory and office have 

become “patrons” of schools and have formed school-

patronage committees. Already more than 6,000 of these 

committees are functioning. 

Working in close cooperation. the parents’ and school-

patronage committees are actively helping the school 

leadership and the education authorities to solve the everyday 

tasks. On the initiative of our Party, representatives of these 

committees come together an numerous local conferences 

where they exchange experiences and coordinate their 

activities. In view of the good results, the Party plans to 

convene similar conferences in each of the main school centres 

during the next few weeks. A monthly journal “School and 

Family” is now being published and will guide the work of the 

parents’ and school patronage committees. 

Undoubtedly, the solution of the vital problems facing our 

educational workers will be facilitated by drawing in broad 

circles of the public into the struggle for the new type of 

school. The school is one of the main sector of the general 

offensive waged by our Party against bourgeois idealism and 

cosmopolitanism in the sphere of education and culture. We are 

mobilising all our forces to ensure a speedy change on this 

sector and to educate our children in the spirit of irreconcilable 

struggle for the freedom of the peoples, for peace and 

Socialism. 
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ECONOMIC PROGRAMME OF ITALIAN 
GENERAL CONFEDERATION OF LABOUR 

 

The Congress of the Italian Confederation of Labour held 

this month passed a number of resolutions, one of which was 

particularly important since it contained the Confederation’s 

proposals for rehabilitating the national economy and raising 

the living standards of the Italian working people. 

The resolution stresses the peculiarity of the economic 

situation in Italy—a steady growth of mass unemployment 

(over two million) and partial unemployment which has 

brought hardship to millions of the working people in industry, 

agriculture and trade. 

The resolution points out that the Italian capitalists would 

like to throw the consequences of the crisis onto the shoulders 

of the working people and that is why they have launched an 

offensive against democratic liberties. It further states that the 

General Confederation of Labour and its organisations have 

successfully repulsed all attacks and that, in spite of the support 

and financial aid they received from American imperialism, the 

attempts of the  Saragat followers and the Christian Democrats 

to bring about a split failed. 

In such circumstances the Congress called upon the Italian 

working people to consolidate their ranks still more in the 

General Confederation of Labour. It called on them to fight for 

the interests of the brood masses of the people, for trade union 

liberties, for the right to strike, for maintaining and improving 

the sliding wage-scale, against dismissals, for a 40-hour week 

without wage reductions, for higher unemployment benefit, for  

the participation of the working people in the management of 

nationally important plants through “management councils”, 

for the demands of the agricultural workers, for an amnesty for 
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all victims of reaction, against any government interference in 

the trade union movement. 

The resolution stressed that even if these demands were 

satisfied, this could not greatly improve the conditions of the 

working people unless there were also economic changes, such 

as agrarian, industrial, credit and social insurance reforms, all 

of which are provided for in the Republic’s Constitution. 

Meanwhile, to solve the most urgent tasks as quickly as 

possible, the General Confederation of Labour has put forward 

its economic plan for the immediate future. The main points of 

the plan are: nationalisation of the electric power stations to 

guarantee the development of the country’s industry; 

establishment of national bureaux to develop agriculture, 

particularly in the South; work to improve and fertilise bad 

soil; building of houses, schools, hospitals and so on, 

rehabilitation of war-damaged areas; a large-scale general 

building programme. 

The resolution ends with the demand that Italy should 

reject the Atlantic Pact which is a war pact against the U.S.S.R. 

and the People’s Democracies. 

The Congress called upon all Italian working people to 

rally around the economic programme put forward by the 

General Confederation of Labour and to fight for its realisation. 
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THREE-YEAR PLAN AHEAD OF SCHEDULE 
 

The Polish metal industry has completed the Three-Year 

Plan for steel. As early as last spring, metalworkers pledged, 

themselves to reach the planned targets by October 15. In two 

years and nine months they produced as much steel as pre-war 

Poland produced in six or seven years. 

The successes of the steelworkers are largely due to the 

wide-scale socialist emulation. Following the example of the 

Stakhanovites in the Soviet metal industry, the Polish 

steelworkers have acquired the skill of high-speed smelting. 

For instance, Josef Kapitsa, brigade-leader at the “Zigmunt” 

plant, completed a smelt at an open-hearth furnace in 2 hours 

47 minutes, thus reducing the necessary time by 4 hours. 

Kapitsa’s result is a record for the Polish metal industry. 
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IMPROVING THE WORK OF THE 
MACHINE-TRACTOR DEPOTS 

 

A decision passed by the Central Committee of the 

Rumanian Workers’ Party and Council of Ministers of the 

Republic, on the work of the machine-tractor depots, states that 

these have made considerable headway in the short period of 

their existence. 

With the help of these depots, tens of thousands of poor 

and medium peasants have formed associations for the joint 

use of state-owned tractors and other agricultural machines. 

During the spring of 1949, the machine-tractor depots carried 

out three times as much work as in the autumn of last year. The 

depots have their repair shops and run courses for tractor 

drivers, mechanics, brigade leaders, and so on. 

The first Five-Year Plan, now being drawn up, envisages 

broad perspectives for the mechanisation of agriculture. 

Rumania’s tractor plants will turn out 400 tractors in excess of 

target this year. In 1955 agriculture will have 25,000 tractors. 

Important new tasks face the machine-tractor depots in 

connection with the extension of State farming, the formation 

of 55 collective farms, and the growing desire of the peasantry 

to unite in associations for the joint cultivation of the soil. The 

all-important task, states the decision of the Central Committee 

of the Workers’ Party and Council of Ministers, is to eliminate 

the mistakes and shortcomings still to be found in the work of 

the depots. 

The Party and the Government of the Rumanian People’s 

Republic oblige the Party organs and provisional committees to 

render concrete and effective assistance to the machine-tractor 

depots, to take measures to extend the work of the depots, to 

improve the quality of their work and to see that this work is 
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carried out in good time. The proper organisation of labour, 

states the decision, a high agro-technical level, strict financing, 

measures to lower the cost of production, to train new cadres—

all this is a necessary condition for improving the work of the 

machine-tractor stations which are important levers in the 

socialist reorganisation of the Rumanian countryside. 
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FASCIST TERROR IN GREECE 
 

Monarcho-fascist terror in Greece is growing in intensity. 

Military tribunals are functioning without let-up, and each day 

lighters for democracy are executed. Associated Press Agency 

has reported that 1,110 people were shot during the past six 

months. Many of the Greek patriots, executed in the month of 

September, were women; among these was Anne Boti, 61 

years old. 

The Makronisos concentration camp, in which thousands 

of democrats are incarcerated, yields nothing to the notorious 

Hitler concentration camps. Many patriots have been tortured 

to death there. Among the victims are Vasili Markezinis, 

member of the EAM Central Committee, and Pantelei 

Karakizas, a Red Cross official. The two men were executed 

after undergoing horrible torture. 
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IN BRIEF 
 

* More means have been allocated for public health in 

Czechoslovakia. This year s allocations amount to 5 billion 

crowns. Next year’s allocations will reach 7 billions. 

 

* 54,000 beggars and homeless children are roaming the 

streets in Teheran. 

 

* As a result of war hysteria in the United States, a 

college teacher In Arcadia (California). depressed by the Soviet 

Union’s successes in the sphere of atomic energy, killed a 

student and then committed suicide. 

 

* The building of new schools in Britain is being held up. 

According to Mr. Tomilnson, Minister for Education, three 

thousand new schools are needed and only 61 have been built 

since the end of the war. 

 

* Americans are buying up French factories. The other 

day General Motors bought the factory in Gennevilliers 

belonging to the French firm Mathis. The factory will assemble 

automobiles from parts produced in the United States. The 

change means that many French workers will be thrown out of 

work. 

 

* A Michurin club recently opened in Prague will acquaint 

Czechoslovak peasants with the work of Michurin. 

 

* Hitlerite diplomats are being enrolled by the West 

German “government”. Elsenlohr, former German Ambassador 

in Athens and Schroeder, formerly head of one of the 



73 
 

departments of the Hitlerite foreign ministry are among those 

given posts. 

* A wave of arrests has been carried out in Bosnia. The 

Tito-Rankovic janissaries have arrested many Party members, 

civil servants and Army officers for sympathising with the 

“Cominform”. 

 

* Maurice Thorez’s book “Son of the People” (new 

edition) has had a big success in France. An earlier edition of 

120,000 copies was sold out. Another edition, 140,000 copies, 

will be ready shortly. 

 

* New agricultural schools—more than fifty-five been 

opened this year in Hungary. These include 25 botanical, 11 

zoo-technical and 13 horticultural schools. 

 

* World Peace Congress Permanent Committee will meet 

in Rome on October 28-30. 

 

* The number of illiterates in Italy is estimated at 8 

million. In Southern Italy illiterates make up 42 per cent of the 

population. 

 

* Tito is drawing into ever closer contact with the de 

Gasperi Government. According to the Rome information 

agency, an Italian-Yugoslav navigation company will be 

formed shortly. 
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POLITICAL NOTES 
 

1. TRIAL OF AMERICAN COMMUNISTS 
 

After a “trial” which lasted nearly nine months, the eleven 

leaders of the Communist Party of the United States have been 

found “guilty” of the “crime” of being Communists. 

This verdict which seeks to outlaw the Communist Party in 

the U.S. and bring Marxism-Leninism into the category of 

“dangerous thoughts” means that the eleven can be sentenced 

to as much as ten year’s imprisonment and a ten thousand 

dollars fine. 

No the least outrageous aspect of this monstrous travesty of 

justice in New York was the unprecedented action of Judge 

Medina in sentencing six of the defence lawyers to terms of 

imprisonment ranging up to six months: 

The eleven Communists, men with distinguished records in 

the working class movement in the United States are: Eugene 

Dennis, General Secretary of the Communist Party; Henry 

Winston, organising secretary; John Williamson, trade union 

secretary; Jack Stachel, educational secretary; John Gates, 

editor of the “Daily Worker”; Benjamin Davis, New York City 

Councillor; Irving Potash, leader of the Fur Workers’ Union; 

Gus Hall, chairman of the Ohio Party organisation; Carl 

Winter, head of the Michigan organisation; Gilbert Green, head 

of the Illinois organisation; Robert Thompson, chairman of the 

New York Communist organisation. 

Together with William Foster whose trial had to be 

postponed due to illness, the eleven constituted the Political 

Bureau of the Party at the time of their arrest. 

The whole atmosphere of the “trial” in New York, its aims 
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and its methods, reproduced the same unsavoury features of the 

notorious Leipzig trial. Black reaction in the United States, 

feverishly preparing for war against the U.S.S.R., seeks now as 

Hitler sought in 1933, to deprive the working class of its 

staunch and true vanguard. Every base means is brought into 

play. Every day and hour of the nine months of the trial, press 

and radio, priest and President, reactionary Senators and 

Congressmen, worked overtime in whipping up anti-

Communist hysteria. 

Although the Marxist-Leninist classics were grossly 

distorted by the Prosecution, Medina denied Dennis and his 

comrades the right to quote from the works of Lenin and Stalin. 

The carefully selected jury, drawn exclusively from the ranks 

of the rabid enemies of Communism, was a jury of people to 

whom the word Communism is anathema.  

But Dennis and his comrades never flinched. They upheld 

ably and courageously the principles of Communism and the 

aims of the Communist Party. Despite the taunts and violence, 

they showed that far from being conspiratorial, the Communist 

Party, and with it, the working class of the United States, is 

combating a conspiracy of warmongers against freedom, 

democracy and peace. 

And just as the whole progressive world greeted Georgi 

Dimitrov for his courageous exposure of fascism at the Leipzig 

trial, so today progressive mankind sends warm greetings to the 

eleven working class leaders in the United States for their 

fearless exposure of American pretenders to world domination. 

 

Jan MAREK 
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2. “JULES MOCH, CLEAR OUT!” 
 

The government crisis in France has already lasted two 

weeks. 

In an attempt to solve the crisis, Vincent Auriol, President 

of the Republic, sought a “resolute and energetic man”—and 

turned to Jules Moch. This name is the symbol of police 

violence, of outrages perpetrated by the terrorists in the 

“Republican Security Detachments”. 

The night of October 13 will go down in the annals of the 

French National Assembly as a perfect example of the decay of 

bourgeois parliamentarism. Moch took refuge in blatant deceit 

to win the necessary majority and form a cabinet. 

“When you have been Minister of Home Affairs for a long 

time”, wrote  “Ce Matin” on October 12 “you have, so to 

speak, the professional means of influencing the honoured 

members of the National Assembly”. 

This means that Moch used blackmail against deputies who 

were known to be corrupt. In order to please Moch, the 

“independent” deputy Bougrain even resigned, thus bringing 

the minimum of 311 votes needed for a majority down to 310. 

In spite of all this, in spite of the fact that Moch had 

already promised the Ministry of Agriculture to four deputies, 

and the Naval Ministry to another five, in spite of the fact that 

among the deputies who “voted”, one was in French Equatorial 

Africa, another in New York and a third in Tokyo, Jules Moch 

received all his 311 votes. 

 

Thus  Moch, won his majority by one vote. But he was 

Prime Minister for a morning. He could not resolve the 

difficulties of forming a government, and was forced to give 

the job up.  

During the debates in the National Assembly, Paul 
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Reynaud indirectly admitted that there were no fundamental 

differences between the Socialist Party leaders an the ultra 

reactionaries. All of them are opposed to wage increases, 

support American imperialist domination and voluntarily 

sacrifice the independence of France. All them approve the 

Atlantic Pact, the pact of war preparations against the Soviet 

Union and the People’s Democracies. 

But the forces which brought about the fall of the Queuille 

Government and prevented Moch from forming a new one will 

tomorrow sweep aside Rene Mayer, the puppet of the 

Rothschild Bank and the Wall Street trusts, the man whom the 

President asked to form a government after Moch.  

The agents of American imperialism in France are in a 

blind alley. 

Jules Moch has been driven out by the broad protest 

movement of the people. The working people and all 

democrats of France told the police prime minister: clear out! 

They will be able to secure the formation of a government of 

democratic unity, a government which will carry out a 

programme of national salvation, progress and peace. 

 

Pierre HENTGES 
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3. ANGLO-AMERICAN SANATORIUM FOR 
FASCIST ASSASSINS 

 

At the Nuremberg trial the seven leading war criminals 

were sentenced to imprisonment. Democratic public opinion at 

the time regarded this sentence as much to lenient. 

But the Anglo-American imperialists not only meant to 

save Hesse and Schacht. Papen and Fritsch, but also to make 

their prison life easy: to let the Hitler war criminals see that 

their new masters think highly of them and reckon on their 

support. 

A few pays ago, the burgomaster of the western sector of 

Berlin, the Schumacher man, Reuther, was compelled to 

inform the British, American and French commandants in 

Berlin that the Magistrat could no longer meet expenses 

connected with the upkeep of the seven principal war 

criminals. Reuther disclosed that, on the orders of the Anglo-

American authorities, the Magistrat has staffed Spandau prison 

with 8 cooks, 1 baker, 16 house-maids, 4 waiters, 6 men 

servants, 3 butlers, 14 house-keepers and 2 washerwomen. 

Each one of the Hitler criminals is served by 4 housekeepers 

and house maids not counting the other servants. 

All that is missing is the inscription on the prison: “Anglo-

American sanatorium for fascist assassins”. This would entirely 

conform to the actual state of affairs. 

Mr. Truman has his own manner of administration. In the 

United States and Western Germany he has democrats shackled 

while fascists are surrounded with ease and comfort. It is clear 

that this policy has nothing in common with democracy. Rather 

this policy is nothing but a fascist policy. 

 

John SMITH 

EDITORIAL BOARD 
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