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DEFENCE OF PEACE—THE CONCERN OF 
THE PEOPLES OF THE WORLD 

 

The flame of the universal struggle for peace and world 

security is spreading and burning with ever greater intensity. 

Millions of ordinary people in Europe and Asia, America and 

Australia, Africa and in the remote Pacific Islands are rising 

together, in defence of peace. Neither distance, nor differences 

in their way of life, history, religion, language, culture nor 

political development have prevented the people of the World 

from voicing their greatest desire: No, there shall be no war! 

At the time preparations were being made for the World 

Peace Congress, during the Congress itself and in the weeks 

that followed it, the Churchills and Trumans. Attlees and 

Blums, the Jesuits, the de Gasperis and Schumans, the 

imperialist Tito spies—the whole pack of misanthropes and 

obscurantists realised clearly that it is not so easy to hurl the 

world into a new slaughter. 

On October 2 the warmongers will be given new proof of 

the peoples’ determination to defend peace. On this day the 

supporters of peace and all progressive mankind will review 

the results of their struggle against imperialist aggression, in 

defence of peace, freedom and national independence. And 

these results are tremendous! They inspire all fighters for peace 

with renewed confidence. The victory of peace can and shall be 

won. 

When the fighters of this great and noble battle review the 

mighty army of the defenders of peace on October 2 they will 

see at the head of this army the great land of Socialism—the 

Soviet Union which proved its invincibility in the war against 

bloodthirsty fascism. They will be the great World power 

which is building Communism and which, through its policy, is 

consistently and steadily defending the cause of peace. 
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The primary and most lasting guarantee of peace is the 

Soviet Union with the moral and political unity of its people 

consolidated round the Bolshevik Party and its brilliant leader 

and teacher, Comrade Stalin; the Soviet Union which knows no 

crises, which is steadily increasing its economic and political 

power, placing all the achievements of progressive science and 

culture at the service of the working people and which is 

consistently and ruthlessly exposing the machinations of the 

imperialist aggressors. 

Certain naive supporters of the imperialist camp—or those 

pretending to be naive—are surprised at the fact that the Soviet 

Union’s foreign policy finds such a warm response among the 

brood masses in the capitalist countries. They are all the more 

surprised because the whole network of the imperialist 

propaganda apparatus—radio, press, literature, declarations by 

statesmen and politicians—daily and hourly slanders, distorts 

and decries the U.S.S.R.’s foreign policy, trying to get the 

public to distrust and disbelieve this policy. But no matter how 

hard the warmongers try to pretend they are doves of peace, 

their activity meets with increasing resistance among the broad 

masses of the people. Facts are facts; and not even the most 

subtle lie can conceal this! 

With every passing day the peoples of the world see more 

clearly that the United States and its satellites are sapping the 

foundation of the United Nations Organisation, are forming 

aggressive unions, encouraging war propaganda, piling up 

armaments, increasing their military budgets and establishing 

numerous naval and air bases on the territories of other 

countries; they are bent on unleashing war against the U.S.S.R. 

and the People’s Democracies. By reviving militarism and 

fascism they are feverishly creating a new seat of war in 

Western Germany. 

It is, therefore, no accident that ordinary people in all parts 

of the world welcome the proposal of the Soviet Union 
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submitted by Vyshinsky to the General Assembly to condemn 

the war preparations of the United States and Britain, to outlaw 

the atom weapon and other means of mass annihilation and to 

conclude a Peace Pact. They are not new proposals. For a 

number of years the Soviet Union has been consistently 

fighting to put them into effect. 

The TASS announcement that the Soviet Union possesses 

the atomic weapon was the occasion for joy among all 

supporters of peace and caused confusion in the camp of the 

aggressor. The unequivocal TASS statement has put an end to 

the atom blackmail of the Truman and Churchills and has dealt 

a crushing blow to the warmongers. True to its policy of peace, 

the Soviet Government announced that, although it possesses 

the atomic weapon, the U.S.S.R. maintains and intends to 

maintain its position of unconditionally outlawing the use of 

the atomic weapon. Let the imperialist gentlemen now try and 

explain to the peoples why they do not want to destroy their 

reserves of atomic bombs! The peoples support the proposals 

of the Soviet Union because they answer their vital interests 

and they are grateful to the Soviet Union for its invaluable 

contribution to the cause of peace! 

The political and economic consolidation of the People’s 

Democracies, their successful advance to Socialism, the 

ruthless eradication of imperialist agents and plotters,—all this 

is strengthening the camp of peace throughout the world and 

frustrating the plans of the warmongers. 

The trial in Budapest of the State criminal Rajk and his 

associates revealed that the Yugoslav Government had, over a 

long period, engaged in hostile undermining activity against 

the Soviet Union. The trial disclosed, as stated in the Note of 

the Soviet Government to the Government of Yugoslavia on 

September 27, that the leaders of the Yugoslav Government 

had waged and are continuing to wage their hostile and 

undermining work against the U.S.S.R., not only on their own 
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initiative, but also on the direct instructions of foreign 

imperialist circles. The present Government of Yugoslavia 

being completely dependent on foreign imperialist circles and 

having become an instrument of their aggressive policy, was 

bound to lead and, in fact has led, to the liquidation of the 

independence of the Republic of Yugoslavia. The clique of 

spies and assassins in Belgrade, isolated from the democratic 

camp and hated, more and more, by its own people, has been 

exposed and can no longer count on undermining the socialist 

front from within. It is difficult to over-estimate the failure 

suffered by the warmongers. 

The historic victory of revolutionary China, which has 

consigned to the dust-bins of history the corrupt, feudal-

bureaucratic regime of Chiang Kai-shek and, together with 

him, his imperialist protectors, has added immeasurable 

strength to the camp of the freedom-loving peoples. 

In the capitalist countries, the workers, urban middle 

classes, and the peasantry, who shoulder the burden of the war 

preparations, are becoming convinced, more and more, that it is 

impossible to fight for better conditions without simultaneous 

struggle against the “Marshall Plan” and the Atlantic Pact, that 

is, without waging a struggle for peace, And they are taking an 

ever more active part in this movement. 

The enemies of peace believed that the call of the World 

Congress of the partisans of peace, representing 600 million 

people, would remain a voice crying in the wilderness, But in 

vain. The World Federation of Trade Unions which unites in its 

ranks some 72 million workers. the tens of millions of women 

and young people united in the World Federations of women 

and youth, and numerous other mass organisations have raised 

aloft the banner of struggle for peace. 

The recent Peace Congresses in Moscow and Mexico, the 

Peace Weeks in the Scandinavian countries, the Peace 

referendum in “Italy which secured 8 million signatures against 
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the Atlantic Pact, the Peace ballot in France which has 

developed into· a genuine popular movement” the actions of 

the popular masses against the colonial wars in Indo-China, 

Indonesia, and Malaya—all this activity testifies not only to the 

longing for peace, it is evidence of the determination of the 

popular masses to struggle for peace, evidence of the increased 

might of the peace front. 

Under the pressure of the masses, the imperialists are 

forced to retreat. But the more powerful the peace movement, 

the more crafty will be the reaction of the imperialist camp 

which is meeting with defeat. 

All this obliges the supporters of peace to redouble and 

treble their efforts to expose the imperialist aggressors, and by 

resolute mass activity, compel the imperialists to drop the 

bloodstained hand of war. The partisans of peace are aware 

that, in June, the action of the peace forces influenced the 

summoning of the Four Power Conference and also the 

outcome of that Conference. 

But, in order to put an end to the menacing situation 

brought about by the Anglo-American imperialists, in order to 

secure the banning of the atomic bomb and the conclusion of a 

Pact of Peace, it is necessary to act more vigorously, and 

develop still wider activity. 

The Communist Parties are conscious that it is their sacred 

duty to be in the vanguard and to fight for the unity of all 

supporters of peace, insisting only that there be a sincere desire 

to fight for peace. 

The rallying of the peace forces on October 2 will confirm 

once again that the democratic camp fighting for peace, 

freedom and independence of the peoples, is stronger than the 

camp of imperialism and reaction. 

The cause of peace and freedom will triumph!  
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THE BOOK READ BY MILLIONS 
 

Eleven years ago, on October 1, Comrade Stalin’s classic, 

“The Short Course of the History of the Communist Party of 

the Soviet, Union (Bolsheviks)” was first published. This 

brilliant work, an invaluable contribution to Marxist-Leninist 

theory and treasure-house of the Bolshevik Party’s rich 

experience, has become the reference book for Communists in 

all countries. 

In Poland the United Workers’ Party has printed two 

editions of the “Short History of the CPSU(B)” of 100,000 

copies each. A third edition of a million copies is now in print. 

In addition the Party publishers have started the publication of 

pamphlets containing separate chapters from the book. The 

“History” is studied in Party schools and groups, and also 

individually by thousands of members and candidate members 

of the Party, as well as by many non-Party people. 

In Czechoslovakia, “The Short History” is the most widely 

read Marxist-Leninist work. “Svoboda”, the Party Publishing 

House has already issued eight editions, each with an increased 

circulation. The demand for Comrade Stalin’s book is so great 

that during 1949 it was reprinted three times. A ninth edition 

will be on sale in October to meet the growing demand. 

The total number of copies of the “Short History” printed 

to date in Czechoslovakia is 407,000. 

More than 60,000 members of the Rumanian Workers’ 

Party and thousand of non-Party people are studying the 

“History” which has been published in 625,000 copies in 

Rumania. 

Eighty-five thousand Party members in Bulgaria are 

studying the “Short History” in education circles. Thousands of 

university students are also studying Stalin’s work with deep 

interest. 

It has appeared in 120,000 copies in Bulgaria. 
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Despite the bans imposed on the “Short History” in a 

number of capitalist countries, it enjoys a wide circulation. In 

Italy for instance it has appeared in 250,000 copies. 
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BRITISH COMMUNIST PARTY 
PUBLICATIONS 

 

Between February 1948 and July 1949, the Central 

Propaganda Department of the British Communist Party has 

published 45 propaganda pamphlets (970,000 copies), and 11 

Party Education Syllabuses. The syllabuses include Aims of 

the Party, History of the C.P.S.U.(B), Dialectical and Historical 

Materialism, State and Democracy, etc., etc. Fifteen mass 

distribution leaflets were issued. 

A series of pocket-sized pamphlets entitled “Workshop 

Talks” is now being issued. The first in this series “The 

Russians”, by Harry Pollitt, is a scathing exposure of the anti-

Soviet slanders of Churchill and right-wing Labour leaders. 

Fifty-two thousand copies of the Pollitt pamphlet were sold, 

while a second in the series, “Communism and Liberty” by 

Comrade Gallacher, had a sale of 40,000 copies. 

A recent publication “Lenin and Stalin on the Party” places 

at the disposal of the membership selections from the main 

writings of these leaders on this all-important subject. 
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ITALIAN COMMUNIST PARTY FIGHTS 
DEVALUATION 

 

Under the leadership of the Communist Party, the 

democratic forces of Italy the opposing the devaluation of the 

lira. In Parliament Comrade Togliatti, di Vittorio and Pesenti 

asked the Government to explain how it was that devaluation 

was effected in spite of numerous statements to the contrary 

made by members of the Government and the official press. 

They demanded that the Government should take immediate 

measures to protect the country’s interests. 

In view of the importance of the devaluation question, the 

Communist Party leadership held a meeting on September 24 

at which Comrade Scoccimarro exposed the corrupt policy of 

the Christian Democrat Government which, to meet the 

interests of the American monopolists, had brought about the 

devaluation in order to facilitate the export of American capital 

to Europe, Pointing out that devaluation means a further 

deterioration in the conditions of the Italian working people, 

Scoccimarro stated that all Italian democrats will fight for an 

economic policy that aims at restoring industry and stabilising 

the lira, in defence of the interests of the Italian working 

people. 
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SOVIET WORKING PEOPLE PREPARE FOR 
PEACE POLICY 

 

Trade union organisations in the Soviet Union are making 

large-scale preparations for International Peace Day, October 2. 

Reports, lectures and discussions are being organised in houses 

of culture and in clubs, by factory committees and trade union 

councils. These are for factory and office workers and explain 

the present international situation and the peace policy of the 

Soviet Union, and popularise the decisions 

of the World Peace Congress and the All-Union Peace 

Conference. The aim of these is to mobilise the working people 

to further strengthen the economic and political might of the 

Soviet State. On International Peace Day, films on the Soviet 

people’s struggle for peace will be shown. 

The Secretariat of the All-Union Central Council of Trade 

Unions took a special decision concerning trade union 

participation in International Peace Day. 
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SESSION OF THE PEOPLE’S POLITICAL 
CONSULTATIVE CONFERENCE OF CHINA 

 

 The People’s Political Consultative Conference of China 

which opened in Peiping on September 21 is continuing its 

work. Speakers who addressed the meeting after Mao Tse-tung, 

Chairman of the Central Committee of the Communist Party, 

had made his opening speech, expressed their firm confidence 

in the Conference’s success. 

On behalf of workers and peasants, the people’s Liberation 

Army, the intelligentsia, the national bourgeoisie, the national 

minorities and Chinese citizens living abroad, they spoke of the 

great unity of the Chinese people, and expressed their 

boundless confidence that under the leadership of the Chinese 

Communist Party and with the support of the peace-loving 

forces all over the world, led by the Soviet Union and the 

People’s Democracies, all difficulties in building the new 

China would be overcome. 

The Conference heard the report of the Preparatory 

Committee of the People’s Political Consultative Conference 

and also reports on the draft organisation statute of the 

Conference, the draft organisation statute of the Central 

People’s Government of the People’s Republic of China and 

the draft general programme of the People’s Political 

Consultative Conference. 

The preamble to the draft organisation statute of the 

Central Government states that the State will be called “The 

People’s Republic of China”. The organisational principle of 

the State administration is democratic centralism. The statute 

provides for the unity of the legislative and executive organs 

and the concentration of all power in the hands of the People’s 

Assembly. 

Prior to convening the All-China People’s Assembly which 
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will be elected by a general ballot, the People’s Political 

Consultative Conference will exercise the functions and 

powers of the People’s Assembly, will elect a Central People’s 

Government Council of the People’s Republic of China and 

will exercise State power in the country. After the Central 

People’s Government Council is elected, the National 

Committee, elected by the People’s Political Consultative 

Conference, will become a consultative body representing 

various parties and groups as well as People’s organisations 

outside the organs of State power. 

Under the subordination of the Central People’s 

Government Council there will be the Administrative Council, 

the People’s Revolutionary Military Committee, the People’s 

Supreme Court, and the People’s Office of the Procurator 

General. 

On September 24, the Consultative Conference was 

addressed by General Chu-Teh, Commander-in-Chief of the 

People’s Liberation Army of China whose speech was 

frequently interrupted by stormy applause. Chu-Teh solemnly 

promised that the People’s Liberation Army would carry out all 

the order of the Central People’s Government aimed at 

defending the interests of the Chinese people and of the entire 

territory of China. 

Speaking in the discussion on the draft general programme 

of the People’s Political Consultative Conference and the 

organisation statutes of the Conference and the Central 

People’s Government, the delegates, representing organisation 

of the People’s Liberation Army, democratic parties, the 

liberated area, the heroes of labour, national minorities, women 

and student organisations and the Chinese citizens abroad 

declared their resolute support for these drafts. 
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‘WORKING PEOPLE WILL WIN VICTORY’. 
Comrade Togliatti’s Speech at “l’Unita” 

Anniversary 
 

Nearly 500,000 working people of Tuscany and nearby 

districts rallied in Florence on Sunday, September 25, to 

celebrate the anniversary of “l’Unita”. 

The demonstrators were addressed by Comrade Togliatti, 

who outlined the situation in the country and the Government’s 

policy in the light of the recent events. 

Comrade Togliatti said: “To secure the happiness of the 

majority of our people, to secure Italy’s independence and 

people in our country and throughout the world, we have 

demanded and continue to demand that the Government policy 

should be changed”. 

In conclusion he said: “Throughout Italy millions of 

workers by hand and brain, young people and women, the 

whole of the people, are imbued with one deep conviction, are 

united in the confidence that victory will be with the working 

class, with the working people”. 
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“SCANTEIA” DAY CELEBRATIONS 
 

On September 25 the working people of the Rumanian 

People’s Republic celebrated the fifth anniversary of the legal 

publication of “Scanteia”, central organ of the Rumanian 

Workers’ Party. 

Mass meetings were held in Bucharest and the provinces to 

celebrate the occasion. The Bucharest meeting was addressed 

by Comrade Teohari Georgescu, Secretary of the Central 

Committee of the Workers’ Party. 

Mass meetings were held throughout the country. In the 

parks and squares, posters and diagrams showed the 

achievements of the people in the struggle for Socialism and 

their struggle against the warmongers. They 

also demonstrated Rumanian-Soviet friendship, and the 

Rumanian People’s love for the great Stalin. Concerts were 

given everywhere by both professionals and amateurs: 17,000 

artists performed to an audience of 500,000 in Bucharest alone. 

On this day the working people also expressed their 

determination to contribute by their personal labour and 

material support to the construction of the printing centre 

“Scanteia House”. 

Rumanian composers and poets composed 20 new songs 

for the occasion. The “Song of Stalin” and the “Song of Peace” 

were a particular success. 
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CENTENARY OF THE BIRTH OF GREAT 
RUSSIAN SCIENTIST, I. P. PAVLOV 

 

On September 27, the Soviet people celebrated the 

centenary of the birth of the great Russian scientist, the 

“physiologist Ivan Petrovich Pavlov.  

Pavlov’s work is an enormous contribution to natural 

science. Through his researches into the working of the brain, 

carried out by practical physiological experiments, Pavlov 

created a scientific materialist theory on the higher nervous 

activity of man and animals. 

“His teaching”, says the “Pravda” editorial of September 

27, “is today still a sharp weapon in combatting the numerous 

reactionary, idealist pseudo-theories put forward by the 

scientific lackeys of the bourgeoisie in the United States, 

Britain and other capitalist countries”.  

Pavlov was an ardent patriot. His great ambition 

throughout his long and fruitful work, was to place science at 

the service of the needs of the people. Lenin and Stalin highly 

valued the scientific services of Pavlov and devoted great 

attention to his scientific activities. 

The Soviet people treasure the memory of this great 

scientist. Scientific societies celebrated his anniversary with 

conferences, reports and lectures devoted to Pavlov’s theories. 

Anniversary conferences in Moscow and Leningrad were 

attended by nearly 3,000 Soviet scientific workers. Scientists 

from the People’s Democracies were also present. At these 

sessions, Soviet scientists demonstrated the results of research 

work to develop Pavlov’s theories still further.  

The Pavlov centenary was also widely celebrated in 

Czechoslovakia, Poland, Rumania, Hungary, Albania, the 

People’s Republic of Mongolia, and a number of other 

countries. 



20 
 

ACADEMIC YEAR IN PARTY SCHOOLS 
 

The new Academic Year in the Party schools of the 

Rumanian Workers’ Party has begun. 

Over 30,000 Party members are attending 800 evening 

courses. The curriculum includes 21 lectures on various 

theoretical questions of Marxism-Leninism. To assist the 

students the Party Publishing House has issued special 

pamphlets. 

A considerable number of Party members are studying the 

“Short Course of the History of the C.P.S.U.(B.)” in two year 

study courses. 

Three-month courses for 900 party functionaries have been 

started under the direction of 20 regional Party committees. 

Ten six-month secondary Party schools have also begun 

courses. 

In Bucharest the Stefan Gheorghiu Higher Party School 

has resumed its work.  

In November, the courses for the rural Party active, and the 

Higher School of Social Sciences directed by the Central 

Committee will open. In the near future an evening university 

of Marxism-Leninism will al  be opened under the auspices of 

this Central Committee. 

 

*** 

 

The new study year in the Communist Party of 

Czechoslovakia opens on November 1 and will continue until 

August 1950. 

Each Party branch will be responsible for the elementary 

political education of its members and candidate members and 

will organise group and circles to study Marxism-Leninism. 

District committees are organising evening schools for 

their functionaries where the main method of education will be 
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self-study. 

The selection of school directors and teacher is nearing 

completion. Party consultation centres are being formed which 

will guide the educational personnel in their work. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DEMAND OF CZECHOSLOVAK 
JOURNALISTS 

 

At their general meeting, Czechoslovakian  journalists 

mandated their delegates to support the proposal to expel the 

Union of Yugoslav Journalists from the International 

Organisation of Journalists at the “I.O.J.’s congress. 

Their unanimous resolution condemns the persecution of 

all democratic and honest people in Yugoslavia today. 

The resolution says: “Far from exposing the fascist, 

gestapo raving of the Tito-ites, the Union of Yugoslav 

Journalists on the contrary, defends and supports them. We do 

not want to have anything to do with these servants of the 

fascist Government. Therefore we consider it impermissible 

that the Union of Yugoslav Journalists should remain a 

member of the International Organisation of Journalists. 
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COMMUNIST PARTY CONGRESS IN THE 
FREE TERRITORY Of TRIESTE 

 

The Second Congress of the Communist Party of the Free 

Territory of Trieste has completed its work. In his report to the 

Congress, Vittorio Vidali, General Secretary, exposed the Tito 

regime in Yugoslavia as a system of fascist oppression linked 

to Anglo-American imperialism by close political and financial 

bonds.  

In this situation, Vidali stressed, the significance of the 

great victory won by the Trieste Communist Party in the recent 

municipal election, compared with the utter defeat of the Tito-

ites. 

Vidali emphasised the loyalty of Trieste Communists to the 

great Soviet Union. He concluded his report with these words: 

“The Communist Party of the Free Territory of Trieste will 

always march alongside the Soviet Union on all international 

questions. 
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FOR WORLD PEACE AGAINST 
WARMONGERS! ON THE EVE OF PEACE 

DAY — OCTOBER 2.  
 

Defend The Cause of Peace! 
 

The working people of the Rumanian People’s Republic 

stand for peace and are ready to defend it. 

The peace movement gained considerable momentum after 

our delegation had returned from the World Peace Congress in 

Paris and Prague. There is not a factory, office or village that 

has not responded to the call of the Congress. 

The Permanent Peace Committee of our People’s Republic 

maintains close ties with the supporters of peace in other 

countries: Rumanian delegates attended the All-Union Peace 

Conference in Moscow and delegates from the World Peace 

Committee visited our country. 

Our country is preparing for International Peace Day under 

the slogan: “We are not asking for peace, we shall win peace”. 

The mass of the working people of our Republic are taking part 

in the peace movement. 

Members of the various organisations united in the peace 

movement are calling on people in their homes. In talks and 

lectures they expose the war plans at the imperialists who are 

endeavouring to hinder and retard our creative labour and to 

deprive the peoples of the New Democracies of their freedom 

and independence. 

Slogans, posters, and calls to defend peace have been 

circulated in millions of copies in Rumanian, Hungarian, 

German, Serbian and Ukrainian. The Rumanian Peace 

Committee has published the pamphlets “In Defence of Peace” 

(N. Tikhonov), “We Shall Win Peace”, and other pamphlets in 
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more than 600,000 copies. 

“Scanteia” central organ of the Workers’ Party, has 

publishes extensive material on the struggle for peace. 

“ARLUS” (Rumanian-Soviet Friendship Society) is arranging 

2,000 exhibitions throughout the country on “The U.S.S.R 

Heads the Struggle for Peace”; sports’ societies will hold mass 

sports rallies on Peace Day on October 2. Mass meetings will 

be held throughout the country. 

The greatest contribution to the cause of peace is the daily 

creative labour of the working class in building Socialism. 

By our determined efforts to consolidate and develop our 

country we shall win a happy life for our people, and, in this 

way, reinforce yet another sector of the peace front, linked by 

fraternal ties with the strongest bastion of peace—the Soviet 

Union. 

 

Academician Petru Constantinescu-Iaşi  

Vice-Chairman or the National Assembly 

 

 

Militant Review of Democratic Forces 
 

The international review of the militant forces of peace will 

be held at a time when the forces of peace, democracy and 

Socialism are winning magnificent victories over the forces of 

reaction. 

The imperialists, however, are not renouncing their 

predatory war plans; they are continuing to offer increasing 

assistance of every kind to counter-revolutionary plotters. They 

are forming bandit organisations of hired assassins and are 

looking for their salvation in new adventures, in plans to 

annihilate tens of millions of people and to enslave the world. 

They are deterred by one thing alone: the united front of 
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peoples in the struggle for peace, headed by, the invincible 

Soviet Union. 

The call of the Permanent Committee of the World Peace 

Congress to hold an International Peace Day me with warm 

response among the Hungarian people who are building their 

happy future—Socialism. They know from their own 

experience the terrible suffering imperialist wars bring the 

people. But the working people of Hungary also know a sure 

way of combating the warmongers—by uniting and 

consolidating around the working class and its party. 

The exposure of the counter-revolutionary conspiracy of 

Rajk and his gang has shown our people that the imperialists 

are ceaselessly carrying on undermining activities using every 

possible means. Our people realise that the conspiracy plotted 

by external and internal enemies threatened the gains of the 

People’s Democracy, the freedom, independence and socialist 

development of the country. Our people know that to defend 

peace means defending the land, factories and plants that are 

now the property of the working people; it means defending the 

power of the people; it means defending Socialism. As the 

fascist gang of spies was exposed more and more clearly, so 

the hatred of the people for the imperialists and their hirelings 

grew still stronger. Our people realise that the exposure and 

defeat of the gang of spies and hired assassins is a great victory 

for the forces of peace. 

International Peace Day in Hungary will serve as a great 

opportunity to draw the necessary lessons from the perfidious 

activity of the enemy which has now been exposed. By 

heightening revolutionary vigilance we shall consolidate our 

victories and prevent any further machinations by the 

imperialists. 

Active struggle for Socialism is the best answer to the 

enemy. The new State loan has met with an enthusiastic 

response among broad sections of the working people. Socialist 
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emulation is speedily developing in the factories and measures 

are being taken to secure a really good harvest next year. The 

political consciousness of the working class and the working 

people as a whole is rapidly maturing. 

And in this situation International Peace pay will be 

marked by great meetings in Budapest and other towns in 

Hungary.  

 

Laszio ORBEN  

Member, Central Committee,  

Hungarian Workers’ Party 

 

 

German People Against Warmongers 
 

In connection with Peace Day on October 2, the German Peace 

Committee has issued a call to the German people stressing 

that the recent formation of the puppet West German State is in 

immediate danger to the cause of peace throughout the world, 

since the people who founded it are striving to turn the Ruhr 

into an arsenal, and the German territory between the Rhine 

and the Elbe info a bridge-head of the Western military bloc. 

The message calls upon all honest Germans who love their 

country to come out in defence of peace on October 2 and thus 

demonstrate that millions of Germans in all zones are 

resolutely opposed to the preparations for a new war.  

For Peace Day the German Committee is issuing 

pamphlets containing material on the recent All-Union Peace 

Conference in Moscow and on the Western Hemisphere Peace 

Congress in Mexico. 

In the Soviet zone, Peace Day committees have been set up 

everywhere. On the evening of October 1, the Free German 

Youth League will organise torch light processions. On 
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October 2, meetings and mass demonstrations will be held 

throughout the Soviet zone, organised by the political parties, 

trade union and the Free German Youth League. 

Mass meetings will also be held in the Western zones of 

Germany. “These meetings”, points out “Freies Volk”, central 

organ of the Communist Party of Germany, “will be of 

particular importance since they will coincide with large-scale 

military exercises to be held in Western Germany which, it is 

stated, will yield valuable experience ‘in case of war breaking 

out’.” 

In answer to this brandishing of sabres, the progressive 

forces of the German people will demonstrate their will and 

determination to fight for peace, for a united democratic 

Germany. 

 

Polish Fight For Peace 
 

At their recent conference in Warsaw the representatives of 

the Polish Peace Committees adopted the following resolution: 

“We voice our determination to fight against the American 

imperialist and against all those who sell the independence of 

their people for the 30 pieces of silver of the Marshall Plan. We 

shall ruthlessly fight those who incite hatred and revisionist 

feeling in Germany which are levelled against the Polish 

people. 

“We shall resolutely defend the unity of the peoples who 

are faced with the great task of preserving peace. We shall 

consolidate the front of peace, headed by the Soviet Union and 

J. V. Stalin, the leader of all peace-loving peoples. We pledge 

to make October 2, a powerful demonstration of the Polish 

people, unified in the struggle for peace”. 
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Call of Danish Women Communists 
 

In a resolution adopted at a recent conference in 

Copenhagen, Danish women Communists denounced the 

instigators of a new war. 

We, women, do not want war,” read the Resolution, “We 

have not forgotten the millions of fallen soldiers still being 

mourned by mothers, wives and children... That is why we 

oppose everything that may lead to war. 

“We are opposed to the Atlantic Pact which has included 

our country in the military bloc preparing to attack the Soviet 

Union and the People’s Democracies in order to secure United 

States world domination… We call upon all who desire peace 

to fight together with us against the Atlantic Pact and the 

armaments race. Join the ranks of the fighters for peace, 

support the peace demands on October 2, International Peace 

Day! 

 

Demonstrations and Meetings In 
Czechoslovakia 

 

In connection with the anniversary of the Munich betrayal, 

great demonstrations in defence of peace and under the slogan 

“Munich Will not be Repeated” have been held in 

Czechoslovakia. The campaign opened on September 25. 

The people of Czechoslovakia are demonstrating their 

close ties of friendship with the Soviet Union which spearheads 

the powerful movement for peace and the security of peoples. 

Big meetings and demonstrations are being held at the 

enterprises which are being addressed by delegates from the 

World Peace Congress in Paris and Prague and the All-Union 

Peace Conference in Moscow. 
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National Peace Ballot In France 
 

The proposal of the French Committee of the World Peace 

Congress to organise a great national ballot for peace on the 

eve of International Peace Day (October 2) has been warmly 

supported throughout the country. 

The Permanent Committee of the Partisans for Peace and 

Freedom, which brings together people from all social groups 

and of all kinds of opinion, has called on the local united peace 

committees to lead the movement. The General Confederation 

of Labour with all its industrial federations, the Union of 

French Women, the Republican Youth League, the Republican 

Veteran’s Association, the Association of Francs-Tireurs and 

Partisans, and many other associations are now developing 

activity on a wide scale. 

Peace Committees have been formed in many towns and 

villages. Much propaganda material has been issued (posters, 

leaflets, booklets, etc.). The call of the All-Union Peace 

Conference in Moscow has been circulated by 70,000 leaflets 

and has been extremely well received. 

Democratic municipalities are helping to organise the 

voting. Some, like Ivry, Vitry and Saint-Denis, have provided 

polling booths and stations. The movement has gained such 

momentum that some municipalities represented not only by 

Communists out also by Socialists, MRP and even RPF 

members have also decided to support the peace ballot. This 

was the case in Tulle (Correze), Tarnos (Lower Pyrenees), 

Guingamps (Morbihan) and others.  

Voting is taking place everywhere: at factories, outside 

offices, stores and cinemas. In the streets, on sports grounds, in 

the yards and entrances of blocks of flats. 

Responding to the call of the Political Bureau of the 

Communist Party of France, all Party organisations and all 

active members have been mobilised to secure the success of 
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the ballot. Over a million people have already voted for peace. 

On October 2, great demonstrations of peace supporters 

will be held in all French cities. Peace caravans will patrol the 

roads. 

 

Meeting In London 

 

A mass meeting organised by the British Peace Committee 

was held in London recently at which the Dean of Canterbury, 

Dr. Hewlett Johnson, Professor Bernal, Ivor Montagu, and J. 

G. Crowther, Chairman  the British Peace Committee, reported 

on the All-Union Peace Congress in Moscow. 

The Dean of Canterbury was loudly applauded when he 

asked why President Truman did not accept Stalin’s proposal 

for a meeting and why were there no peace conferences in 

Britain supported by the Government? In the Soviet Union, 

continued the Dean, the Government and the people were 

united in their determination to fight for a lasting peace. 

Professor Bernal, replying to the criticism by British papers 

of Soviet scientists, said that they were the most energetic 

scientists, the most sure of their work that he had ever had 

occasion to meet. He went on to say that they were not in doubt 

about their future and the future of the people they were 

serving. Soviet scientists had shown in practice how science 

could be used to solve concrete tasks. Neither the Soviet 

Government nor the Soviet people wanted war. 

The meeting adopted a resolution expressing determination 

to fight for peace against war. It was also announced that a 

demonstration of peace supporters would march to the 

Cenotaph on October 2. A British Peace Congress will be held 

in the second half of October. 
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National Trade Union Peace  Conference In The 
United States 

 

Local branches of trade unions affiliated to the Congress of 

Industrial Organisations and the American Federation of 

Labour, as well as independent trade unions, are electing 

delegates to the national trade union peace conference which 

opens in Chicago on October I. According to Mr. Carey, 

chairman of the Chicago branch of the canning workers’ union 

(CIO) and chairman of the conference organising committee, 

1,500 trade union delegates will attend the conference. 

Representatives of the World Federation of Trade Unions have 

been invited. 

 

Peace Meetings In India 
 

Three mass meetings, attended by thousands of factory and 

office workers, students, professors and writers were recently 

held in Calcutta under the auspices of the Western Bengal 

Organising Committee of the Peace Conference. 

The resolutions adopted condemned the Anglo-American  

warmongers and their Indian allies. Warning of the danger that 

India may be involved in the Anglo-American imperialist bloc, 

the meetings called upon the Indian people to fight this danger 

and give all-round support to the Soviet Union “the land of 

workers and peasants, of peace and happiness”. After the 

meetings, demonstration were held under the slogans: “We 

want peace, not war! Long live the Soviet Union!” 
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RAJK GANG EXPOSED AND SMASHED. 
Marton Horvath, Member, Political 
Bureau, Hungarian Workers’ Party. 

 

The trial of the State criminal Rajk and his associates is 

over, and the Special Collegium of the Budapest People’s 

Court has passed sentence. In accordance with the law of the 

Hungarian People’s Republic, Rajk, Tibor Szonyi and Andras 

Szalai have been sentenced to death, Brankov, and Justus to 

penal servitude for life, and Ogyenovics to nine years’ penal 

servitude. The accused Palffy and Korondy, who ranked as 

Army officers, have been handed over to a military tribunal. 

The sentence was received with deep satisfaction by the 

Hungarian people and the whole camp of democracy and 

Socialism. 

The indictment and the entire process of the trial of Rajk 

and his associates showed that, since the liberation of the 

country, this is the heaviest blow against the imperialists 

striving to enslave Hungary. The smashing of the conspiracy 

has lessons that are of quite considerable international 

significance. It was known even before this trial that the Tito 

fascist clique were the storm troops of the imperialists; the 

process of the trial dotted all the I’s and crossed all the T’s. The 

trial revealed that the activity of Tito even during the war was 

directed by the Anglo-American secret service. More than that, 

Rajk’s testimony showed that a number of the present 

Yugoslav leaders are old hands at the game of provocation. 

The testimony given by Brankov proved clearly that 

through the medium of Tito, Kardelj, Djilas and Rankovic, the 

British and American military missions, beginning with 1943, 

established secret political bases on Yugoslav territory. 

We were already aware, especially from the experience of 

Greece that, in sending their troops to the Balkans during 
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World War Two, the Anglo-American imperialists pursued the 

aim not so much of engaging the Hitler armies as in putting 

obstacles in the way of the liberation campaign of the Soviet 

Army. The trial has produced new evidence of this. It is now 

clear that the Soviet Army which fought on Yugoslav territory 

destroyed not only the German imperialists. It also prevented 

the realisation of Tito’s secret plan for handing at least part of 

Yugoslavia to the Anglo-American occupiers. 

Servants of imperialism, the Titoites were compelled for 

long to conceal their sell-out and their links with the American 

Intelligence service. Fear compelled them to do this, fear of the 

Soviet Union which liberated Yugoslavia, fear of the Yugoslav 

people who see in the Soviet Union the saviour of their life and 

liberty and fear of the healthy elements in the Yugoslav 

Communist Party whom they attacked during the war but could 

not destroy. Afraid of their own people who are deeply 

sympathetic toward the Soviet Union, afraid of the healthy 

elements in the Communist Party of Yugoslavia, they feared in 

exactly the same way to come out openly in the either People’s 

Democracies where, had they tried to do so Immediate 

destruction would have overtaken them. 

At the price of the blood shed by the Yugoslav people 

during the war, by torturing Hebrang, Djuovic and other real 

Communists, leaders and patriots, the traitors belonging to the 

Tito fascist clique won “fame” and “prestige”. The hangmen of 

the Yugoslav people, with unheard of cynicism, advertise 

themselves as the “saviours of the people”. They needed this 

“Communist mask” to facilitate the plans of the imperialists 

who were out to deliver a stab in the back to the developing 

People’s Democracies. 

It would be absolutely wrong to underestimate the danger 

of these schemes of international reaction. The facts show that 

in Yugoslavia the imperialists have been successful in so far as 

power has passed into the hands of the trotskyites, the fascist 
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agents, who engaged in vile undermining work in all the 

People’s Democracies. But at the same time, the seriousness 

of the Tito-Rajk conspiracy brings into relief the 

significance of the victory arising from unmasking and 

smashing the Rajk gang in Hungary. 

The international significance of the Rajk trial consists 

precisely in this: clearly and concretely it sheds light on the 

strategic plans of the imperialist instigators of war in 

Central and south-Eastern Europe. 

The Rajk trial, by revealing every detail of the Titoites’ 

conspiracy in Hungary and all their links, not only facilitates 

our future work in rooting out enemy agencies, but also that of 

all the other People’s Democracies who now see clearly the 

real designs and physiognomy of the worst and most 

dangerous agents of the imperialists. The trial is the 

forerunner of the complete defeat of the Tito fascists 

throughout Eastern Europe and in Yugoslavia itself. 

The exposure of the foul plans to restore a new fascist 

dictatorship and to bring back capitalism, the exposure of the 

evil participants in these sanguinary schemes reveals an 

altogether hideous and ugly picture. 

Is it possible to realise such “plans”, and betray the vital 

interests of the peoples under the mask of “Communism” and 

friendship for the Soviet Union? Is it possible to conceal real 

intentions from the free peoples of countries marching along 

the highway toward Socialism, from their Communist leaders 

and from the Soviet Union? 

Communists are people who have become accustomed to 

their intentions being judged hot by fine phrases but by their 

deeds. And in this instance the Initiative belonged to the 

Communist Party of the Soviet Union (Bolsheviks), since it 

was the CPSU(B) which exposed the Tito clique even at the 

time when, as yet, concrete evidence of their secret agreement 

with the imperialists was lacking. 
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The Resolution of the Information Bureau, for the first 

time, publicly unmasked the Tito gang, thereby making it 

impossible for them to continue the double dealing, and 

stimulated greater vigilance on the part of the Communist 

Parties in the People’s Democracies. This was invaluable help 

also for our Party, the Hungarian Workers’ Party. This brought 

about the fiasco of the initial plans of the Titoites to operate 

beneath the mask of “friends.” In essence, their activity after 

this consisted in organising espionage, underground 

conspiracies, plans for putsches and plans for fascist 

assassinations, an with the backing of American dollars. 

The Information Bureau’s decision did more than rip off 

the “Communist” mask from the Tito gang. It enabled us, 

beginning with the exposure of the Ferenc Nagy conspiracy, to 

deliver blow after blow against the forces of domestic reaction 

on whom Tito, Rajk and their imperialist masters had banked. 

The establishment of workers’ unity, the blow at clerical 

reaction and the arrest of Mindszenty, the splendid 

achievements of our planned economy, our winning over of the 

overwhelming majority of the working peasantry, the correct 

policy of our Party, the essence of which was that we learnt 

from the experience of the Soviet Union, the vigilance of our 

leaders, of Comrade Rakosi in the first instance—all this 

enabled us to expose and destroy the Rajk gang. This is the 

culmination of a long struggle, waged over a period of years, 

against an invisible enemy. Now we can say, with every 

justification, that this struggle was successful. In the Autumn 

of 1948, at the time of the Rajk-Rankovic meeting in Pak; little 

was said about organising “internal” big reactionary forces”, 

since these forces had declined considerably. The content of 

these “negotiations” was rather the thirty hired assassins who, 

trained in Yugoslavia, were given the task of killing the leaders 

of our people. The special feature of the “conversations” 

concerned the 10 battalions that were to be picked specially for 
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the putsch by the Horthy officers, Palffy and Korondy. 

The “conversations” were about Yugoslav fascists, wearing 

Hungarian uniform, and about former Hungarian gendarmes, 

armed in Bavaria. 

In their “policy” the reactionaries express not only a high 

degree of fascist villainy, but the utter recklessness of a beaten 

enemy. 

They thought that the Hungarian working class, having 

won freedom and having taken its place at the helm of the 

State, would allow the exploiters to return, preceded by the 

gendarmes. They believed that the working peasantry, on their 

knees, would beg the big landowners to take back their land. 

Tito, Rankovic, Rajk and their common masters—the 

American warmongers—were anxious to “operate” with any 

means to hand. And if the means, in the literal  sense, was 

nothing but the dagger of the hired assassin—then use it. From 

individual murders to a new war—this was the path laid down 

by the fascist bandits. 

Hungarian People’s Democracy displayed its strength and 

its vigilance, it was able to snatch the dagger from the hands of 

the hired assassins. The hired assassins received the 

punishment they merited. 

The trial has focussed attention on the need for greater 

vigilance. The hearings, the testimony of the accused and the 

witnesses laid bare the undermining activity of the imperialists 

and their agencies. The imperialists do not hesitate to use all 

means in their efforts to restore capitalism in the People’s 

Democracies. They are rounding up and sending into action the 

remnants of the defeated capitalist classes, they are sending 

their agents into the Communist Parties. Our task is to be 

vigilant, in safeguarding the interests of the working people, to 

expose enemy spies and agents in good time. The building of 

Socialism the People’s Democracies will be successfully 

accomplished only if we display greater revolutionary 
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vigilance.  

The Tito-Rajk gang stand revealed before the whole world 

in all their ugly hideousness. Even the imperialist press cannot 

evade the facts. Naturally, they are trying to play the old record 

kept for such occasions, but even the London “Times” had to 

admit that the charges to a “certain extent” appeared to be 

justified—explanations for these admissions are sought in the 

usual muddy waters, but the are far from convincing.  

Among the imperialists, only the Titoites “completely 

deny” all the facts. After several days of sullen silence, they 

issued an incredibly long Government declaration which failed 

to refute a single one of the charges! 

They will, of course, continue their attempts to confuse and 

deceive the working people of Yugoslavia. But if they found 

this difficult previously, now, after this exposure they will find 

it doubly difficult to do so.  

And the time is not far off when the tortured people of 

Yugoslavia will deal in the same manner with those guilt of 

treason to the country, the Yugoslav agency of international 

reaction, and will square accounts with them in the same way 

as the working class of Hungary and the Hungarian people 

squared accounts with the bandit Rajk and his associates.



PEOPLE’S JUSTICE (From Our Special 
Correspondence) 

 

Up to the last Rajk acted the “politician”.  

When the Chairman of the Court, Peter Janko, announcing 

the sentence, pronounced the words “sentenced to death” Rajk, 

Szonyi and Szalai turned pale. Szonyi and Szalai appealed for 

mercy. 

When Rajk’s defence counsel began to talk about 

“extenuating” circumstances a murmur of indignation swept 

the court room. What “extenuating circumstances” could there 

possibly be for a spy and provocateur who had sent dozens of 

the finest revolutionaries to their death? What claim to mercy 

could a scoundrel like Szalai or a hardened traitor like Szonyi 

make? 

Amid this seething indignation Rajk heard his death 

sentence. He walked slowly up to the microphone and said he 

considered the court decision just. 

Rajk was compelled to admit: “I became a tool of Tito, a 

tool of his policy—of the Tito who is moving in the footsteps 

of Hitler, continuing Hitler’s policy in the Balkans and Eastern 

Europe and behind I whose back, grasping the reins, stand the 

American imperialist masters”. Pinned to the wall, Rajk, 

ringleader of the espionage gang, did not succeed in acting the 

“independent politician”. It was clear to everybody that he was 

nothing but a paid agent, like his master Tito. It was clear to 

everybody who is the real master of Tito and Rajk, who holds 

the whip. The Budapest trial fully unmasked the Yugoslav and 

Hungarian agency of American imperialism, showing the 

world that the present Yugoslav Government is nothing but a 

branch of the American Intelligence Service in the Balkans. 

The Budapest trial clearly demonstrated to the hirelings of 
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international capital, to the spies and provocateurs who have 

been exposed and to those who are still continuing their foul 

work, that the people’s democratic power is successfully 

carrying out the functions of the dictatorship of the proletariat. 

These gangsters planned to overthrow this power. Instead they 

themselves have been overthrown. They planned to hang 

revolutionaries without trial and investigation. Instead, they 

themselves will now be hanged in accordance with the 

sentence signed by Lajos Simon, leather worker; Shandor 

Bares, journalist; Jozsef Czeeh, agricultural worker and Konta, 

a woman factory worker. They tried Rajk and his accomplices 

in the name of the Hungarian people and in their name they 

passed sentence. 

During these days, the words “Death to the traitors’” could 

be heard throughout the length and breadth of Hungary. 

Spontaneous meetings were held at plants and factories at 

which the workers demanded that the imperialist agents should 

be sternly punished. 

Newspapers were flooded with letters expressing the wrath 

of the people. The newspaper “Nepszava”, for instance, 

received a joint letter from the workers of the “Kontakt” plant 

saying: “The trial of Rajk and his accomplices makes it clear 

that they are not people who have been misled but criminals 

who deliberately aimed to abolish the gains of the working 

people’s State. As an expression of our devotion to the Party 

and to its leader, Mathias Rakosi, we join the call of the 

‘Hoffner’ factory workers and pledge to complete the Three-

Year Plan by December 17”. 

Such is the answer of the people to Rajk and Tito! The trial 

mobilised millions of working people, heightened their 

vigilance, and set thousands and millions in motion. A 

venomous weapon has been wrenched from the enemy’s hands. 

The working people of Hungary are filled with burning hatred 

for the enemy. 
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Rajk, Rankovic and Tito calculated on forcing Hungary to 

break away from the U.S.S.R., and from the camp of peace, 

democracy and Socialism. But expressions of the people’s 

feelings for Comrade Stalin and the Soviet Union can be heard 

in all parts of Hungary. More than ever before, the people now 

realise that the Soviet Union and Comrade Stalin have always 

safeguarded the interests of all peoples. 

On leaving the court room I met General Pero Popivoda, 

one of the leading Yugoslav political emigrants. Pointing to an 

article by Moshe Pijade on the Budapest trial in the Tito 

newspaper “Borba”, he said: 

“Read what this Tito pigmy writes. Not a word refuting the 

testimony of Rajk and the others. Nothing but a string of abuse 

about “machinations of the Cominform”. 

For that matter what could Mr. Pijade really say? That 

Tito, Kardelj, Djilas and Rankovic are not spies? But even a 

hardened liar like Pijade cannot disprove this, for it is now 

clear for all to see precisely what the present rulers of 

Yugoslavia, who gained power under false pretences, really 

represent. The Budapest trial came as a thunderbolt to the 

Yugoslav fascists and they still cannot think of any coherent 

explanation. 

“There will be a trial in Yugoslavia, too,” said Popivoda. 

“We have come to understand a great deal here in Budapest. 

The Yugoslav people will now view many thing in a different 

light and will make Tito answer for his crimes. This, too, will 

be people’s justice”. 

 

L. Tolkunov 

Budapest 
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BOOK REVIEW 
 

CAPITALISM’S APOLOGISTS. George Matthews, 
Assistant Secretary, British Communist Party 

 

As the crisis of British Imperialism grows more acute, the 

role of the Right-wing Labourites in attempting to confuse and 

disarm the British working class becomes more and more 

important to British capitalism. 

Unfortunately for them, the difficulties facing British 

imperialism are so great, and its former possibilities of making 

concessions to sections of the working class so reduced, that 

the Labour leaders find their freedom to manoeuvre greatly 

restricted. In their social demagogy they are forced to provide a 

theoretical justification for capitalism. 

This is demonstrated by two books recently published— 

one in 1948 “The Triple Challenge” by Francis Williams and 

the others this year. “The Peaceful Revolution” by Herbert 

Morrison. Williams starts off by pretending that what has 

happened in Britain since the election of the Labour 

Government constitutes “a revolution.” He is worried not at all 

by the fact that the capitalist class still holds the reins of power, 

that on the contrary, the employers’ profits have never been so 

high as in the last four years, and that the Labour Government 

has only used the machinery of the State during its whole term 

of office against the British workers and the colonial peoples. 

Williams closes his eyes to all this, but he thinks it 

necessary to emphasise that an outstanding result of the 

Government’s policy is “that so far from the Empire 

disintegrating is moving rapidly to a new strength and a new 

cohesion.” 

To write about this “new strength” of the British after the 
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war is of course plain wishful thinking, but what is significant 

is that the “Socialist” Williams considers it of such vital 

importance to justify the Labour Government by claiming that 

it has strengthened the position of British imperialism. Here 

Williams justifies Bevin’s foreign policy. “For centuries” he 

explains, “the primary purpose of British policy in Europe was 

to prevent the domination of the continent by a single great 

power... Now only one great land power remained in 

Europe— Soviet Russia.” All his attacks are directed against 

the Soviet Union, whose great fight for peace misrepresented 

and distorted in the most shameful fashion. This open 

justification of imperialism is carried to even greater lengths 

when he deals with home and economic policy. Here the 

“socialist” phrases are dropped, the exploitation of man by man 

vanishes completely, and the theory of the “mixed-economy” 

(with about 20 per cent of industry “nationalised” and 80 per 

cent privately owned) is substituted. 

Of course, Williams understands quite well that the Labour 

Government’s policy solves none of the basic contradictions 

and antagonisms of capitalism, and is therefore incapable of 

preventing slump and economic crisis. 

However, the whole of Williams’ argument up to this point 

has been to justify the very Labour policy which is placing 

Britain in the grip of the Wall Street millionaires, and is 

attempting to drive down the wage of British workers and thus 

intensify all the factors making for slump. 

Williams is, of course, by no means unaware of the 

betrayal of the national independence of Britain which is taking 

place. “It would be a strange and ironic ending to the British 

revolution if its results were to be that Britain became the 

junior partner of the greatest capitalist power on earth” he sadly 

comments, only to go on to defend vehemently the case for not 

merely a continuation but an extension of the present close 

defensive relationship between Britain and America. 
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Here indeed is the final depth of betrayal to which all the 

Labour henchmen of the imperialists and their “theoreticians” 

have sunk to justify not only British capitalism, but to advocate 

the selling of Britain lock, stock and barrel to the United States 

capitalists. 

 

*** 

 

If Williams’ book attempts a theoretical justification of the 

Labour Government’s policy. Morrison’s is that of a practical 

politician engaged every day in carrying out that policy. “The 

Peaceful Revolution” is a collection of speeches made since 

1945 by Morrison, who is Lord President of the Council, and 

one of the principal members of the Cabinet. 

Here is what Morrison said in 1929, when he was Minister 

of Transport in the Second Labour Government: “I want every 

businessman and business manager to realise that the Labour 

Government is not his enemy, but that every Minister in this 

Government wants to take him by the hand, great him as a man 

and a brother, and help to make his commercial or industrial 

enterprise more successful than it has been in the past”. 

The Morrison  of 1949 is no different from the Morrison of 

1929. He made this quite clear when, in the speech he made to 

the Margate Labour Party Conference in 1947, he appealed to 

the delegates to understand that “there are some sections of the 

community which are being particularly severely tested at this 

moment.” He was not referring to the millions of workers 

trying to exist on miserable wages, while prices and profits 

rose sky high—he was referring to the employers, who in that 

year received nearly double the amount in rent, interest and 

profit than they received in 1938. 

Because the Right-wing leaders of the Morrison type aim 

above all else at saving capitalism, the main enemy for them is 

Communism and the Communist Party: So Morrison takes 
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good care to include in his book two speeches devoted to this 

theme. One is a speech he made in March 1948 attacking the 

Czechoslovak workers for making certain that the foundation 

of Socialism would be laid in their country. 

Morrison and Williams aim at undermining the confidence 

of the British working-class in its own strength and power, at 

confusing and misleading it so as to make it easier for the 

capitalists to hold back the growing movement of the workers. 

Life and experience are having a more powerful effect on 

the British working class than all the hypocritical chatter of the 

right wing Labourites. 

Guided by the invincible theory of Marxism-Leninism, the 

British Communist Party will help the workers of their country 

to find a way out of the growing crisis. 

The Communist Party carrying out its duty by heading the 

struggle of the British Workers for better conditions, for peace, 

democracy and Socialism. 



PRESS REVIEW 
 

PARTY ORGANISATIONS AND SOCIALIST 
EMULATION 

 

Socialist emulation for the successful fulfilment of the 

1949 plan in Rumania has spread very widely. Using as their 

basis the experience of the U.S.S.R., Rumanian factory 

workers and technical personnel have improved their methods 

of work; thousands of them have reached their annual target 

and are now working on the 1950 plan. 

Now that emulation has acquired a mass scale in the 

country, “Scanteia”, organ of the Central Committee of the 

Rumanian Workers’ Party, draws the attention of the Party 

organisations to further improving their guidance of this 

nation-wide movement.  

“In some places,” writes the paper, “the Party organs have 

not yet realised the role they should play in organising 

emulation. They have neglected their role as the political guide 

of the trade union organisations and, consequently, neglected 

their full responsibility for the work of the trade unions in 

organising socialist emulation. In other places Party 

organisations have made the mistake of taking upon themselves 

the role of a trade union organisation and concentrating wholly 

of the organisational details of emulation”. 

Pointing out that the Party organisations must give 

guidance on this question, the paper calls upon them “to guide 

the trade unions and help them to improve their work and to 

extend socialist emulation”. 
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STRENGTHENING TIES BETWEEN WORKERS 
AND SCIENTISTS 

 

In an article “Science at the Service of Innovators”, Recz 

Pospolita reviews the development of the rationalisation 

movement in Poland. The paper points out that the new factors 

in this sphere will, undoubtedly play an important role in the 

future. Among these factors is the opening of inventors’ clubs 

in many industrial centres, where workers, technicians and 

engineers can meet. This gives great possibilities for 

exchanging experience and discussing technical ideas. 

Another important factor in this movement is the growth of 

the ties between industrial workers and scientists. As an 

example, the paper cites the fact that scientists in Kattowicze 

have become patrons of the inventors’ clubs and are giving 

them scientific advice. 

In conclusion, the paper expresses confidence that the 

efforts of the advanced representatives of the working class—

the innovators—together with the efforts of the representatives 

of science will assist the continued development of technical 

thought in the country and help the national economy to carry 

out the tasks facing it successfully.  

 

20 MILLION DOLLARS AND 30 PIECES OF 
SILVER 

 

The 20 million dollar loan granted to Judas Tito is a 

striking indication of the inflation in the treason market since 

the day the biblical Judas pocketed his thirty pieces of silver. 

Commenting on the moral (sic) aspects of giving Tito his 

20 million dollars loan the “New York Herald Tribune”, on 

September 23, cynically reported: “It is a game of intrigue and 
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power politics... but we have at least one assurance, Tito will 

remain with us”. 

To avoid anybody getting the impression that the 

Americans bright the Belgrade Judas merely for a museum 

piece, the newspaper hastens to explain the object of the 

purchase: “We have done very well in our part of the cold 

war... We now strike at what Churchill called the soft 

underbelly (the Balkans. Ed.)... We are trying to take it by 

diplomatic strategy, because we failed to take it with our 

military forces”. An altogether interesting, if not very original 

admission. 

Commenting on the buying of Tito by the Americans the 

“Herald Tribune” in dramatic tone says “we have crossed the 

Rubicon”. 

Honest people will remember that, allied with Churchill, 

the American reactionaries crossed the Pacific, a very tangible 

Rubicon paying an enormous police for the Chinese Tito, the 

traitor Chiang Kai-shek, they employed together with dollars, 

intrigue and diplomatic strategy, huge armaments and all. Yet 

the net result was complete bankruptcy. Exactly the same fate 

awaits them in Yugoslavia. 
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EDUCATIONAL WORK AMONG THE 
INTELLIGENTSIA. Joseph Chisinevschi, 

Secretary, Central Committee, Rumanian 
Workers’ Party 

 

After the liberation of Rumania, the Communist Party gave 

special attention to the question of re-educating the old and 

developing a new working intelligentsia closely linked with the 

working class. It considered this question an integral part of 

our cultural revolution. 

Our struggle to mould an intelligentsia of a new type has 

been considerably assisted by the rich experience of the 

Communist Party of the Soviet Union (Bolsheviks) in effecting 

a genuine cultural revolution, and by the Soviet Union’s 

decisive military victory over fascism, which was also a victory 

for the socialist system of economy, for the political system of 

Soviet democracy and ideology, a victory of socialist culture in 

the U.S.S.R. The victory of the Soviet Union undermined the 

prestige of the bourgeoisie, of its culture and ideology in the 

eyes of the bulk of the intelligentsia. That is why the Rumanian 

working class, guided by its Party, was able to wrest the 

majority of the representatives of the old intelligentsia from the 

influence of the bourgeoisie and to draw them over to the side 

of the working class. 

The creation of a new culture, socialist in content and 

national in form, the formation of a new intelligentsia, devoted 

to the people and the cause of Socialism, are taking place in 

conditions of a sharp class struggle on the ideological and 

cultural front. At the congress of the Rumanian Workers’ Party 

in February 1948. Gheorghiu-Dei, General Secretary of our 

Party, stated that “alien influences easily find shelter in the 

spheres of ideology, literature, art and science. That is why 

active struggle on the ideological front against imperialist 
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influences, against worship of the rotten culture of capitalist 

countries... is an extremely important task of our Party”. 

Part of our intelligentsia is still infected by nationalism—

the most dangerous hostile ideological trend. The bourgeoisie, 

removed from power and deprived of their former economic 

basis, making use of their ties with the older cadres of the 

intelligentsia and by slandering the internationalist world 

outlook of the working class  are trying to prevent the old 

intelligentsia from adopting the political standpoint of the 

proletariat; they are trying to sabotage cooperation between the 

representatives of the Rumanian intelligentsia and the 

intelligentsia of other nationalities. 

Together with other reactionary groups and their agents, 

the bourgeoisie constitute the main centre for spreading 

slanders, they are the mouthpiece of Anglo-American 

propaganda for fomenting chauvinist, anti-Communist and 

anti-Soviet sentiments among a section of the intelligentsia. 

The influence of Zionism, which American imperialism uses to 

incite race hatred, is also apparent. 

While combating nationalism in all its forms our Party is, 

at the same time, striking at cosmopolitanism—another 

dangerous survival of spiritual enslavement which under the 

bourgeois-landlord regime, harnessed the bourgeois 

intelligentsia to the chariot of imperialism. The Party ruthlessly 

repulsed the attempts of certain representatives of 

cosmopolitanism to introduce poisonous ideas through the 

medium of certain “scientific” publications, surreptitiously, 

under covet of “progressive” thought. The cosmopolitan trend 

in philology displayed by the journal “Linguists Bulletin” 

(incidentally, this Bulletin, which discussed questions 

concerning the Rumanian language, was printed in French), 

was completely exposed by “Lupta de Clasa”, the theoretical 

and political organ of the Central Committee of the Party. The 

cosmopolitan trend in medical literature shown in the journal 
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“Revista de Ophthalmology” (Ophthalmic Review) was the 

subject of a special decision of the Academy of Sciences of the 

Rumanian People’s Republic. This decision formed the militant 

basis of struggle against cosmopolitanism in science. On the 

initiative of the Central Committee of the Party similar decisive 

action has recently been taken to eradicate cosmopolitanism in 

literary criticism. These developments have had an enormous 

educational influence on our intelligentsia. 

Thus, learning from the experience of cultural upbuilding 

in the U.S.S.R., the people’s democratic order has, step by step, 

won key positions on the cultural front in our country. 

 

*** 

 

The ideological re-training of the old intelligentsia and the 

education of new cadres in the spirit of progressive ideology 

helped greatly in changing the class composition of our 

intelligentsia. During the past few years thousands of Party 

functionaries, army officers, factory managers and educational 

directors, leading workers in the State apparatus, educated and 

promoted by the Party from among former workers, have 

joined the ranks of the intelligentsia. The schools opened by 

the Party have done much to raise the ideological level of this 

new intelligentsia which comes from the working class: 1,115 

people passed through Party and other special schools in the 

current year, while another 933 are at present studying. 

Hundreds of students who were until recently workers and 

peasants are today studying in the Stefan Gheorghiu Party 

University, in the A. A. Zhdanov Central Party school and in 

the Party School conducted in the Hungarian language. 

The special two-year workers’ faculties to be organised 

this autumn in keeping with a Party decision will play a 

considerable role in changing the class composition of our 

intelligentsia. Alter graduating from these faculties, work 



52 
 

continue their education in higher educational bodies. 

The recent reform introduced fundamental changes in the 

educational system of our Republic. The new system aims to 

educate cadres who will answer the requirements facing the 

builders of a socialist society, to educate a new intelligentsia 

rooted in the struggle of the working people for Socialism, 

highly qualified specialists with a broad political and cultural 

outlook. The world outlook of the party of the proletariat— 

Marxism-Leninism—constitutes the ideological basis of the 

new school. Reactionary philosophy and its evangelists have 

been eradicated from the universities. 

With the reorganisation of all university subjects on a 

scientific basis, the curricula will now include the principles of 

Marxism-Leninism, political economy, dialectical and 

historical materialism. In the 1918-49 school year these 

subjects were taught in the majority of the faculties and were 

taken by about 30,000 students. Their introduction will enable 

the broad mass of the future intelligentsia to acquire 

MarxistLeninist theory and with its aid, to orientate themselves 

correctly in matters of home and foreign policy. 

There has been a change not only In the nature of the 

studies but In the class composition of the student body as well. 

The educational reform has opened wide the doors of education 

to the children of the working people. This will increase the 

ranks of our intelligentsia. 

Carrying out the task of the cultural revolution, the 

Ministry of Education, in response to the call of our Party, 

organised refresher courses for all grades of teachers. Last year 

these courses (two to four months) were attended by 33,193 

teachers of elementary and secondary schools and this summer 

by nearly 45,000. 

During the 1948-1949 school year the State Publishing 

House is used 6,300,000 copies of new textbooks, drawn up on 

the basis of working-class ideology. Not only were these of 
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assistance to the students but they also greatly helped the 

teachers to orientate themselves correctly. 

Our scientific institutions have been reorganised on a 

similar basis. The Academy of Sciences of the Rumanian 

People’s Republic, organised along the lines of the Academy of 

Sciences of the U.S.S.R. is fast becoming the seat at scientific 

activity in the service of socialist construction. Many of our 

academicians and research workers, guided by the suggestions 

of the Party and with its undivided support, are engaged in 

fruitful research work in the laboratories and in industry, 

working out problems to master the natural resources of the 

country, to promote the development of industry and socialist 

reorganisation of agriculture, and to solve the problems raised 

by the State plans. 

On the initiative of our Party, a number of scientific 

societies are being established with branches all over the 

country which open up wide perspectives to our intelligentsia 

for enriching their ideological and scientific knowledge. These 

include the Society of Historical, Philological Sciences and 

Folklore, the Society of Physics and Mathematics, the Society 

of Medical Sciences, the Scientific Society of Technical 

Workers, the Society of Natural and Geography Sciences and 

the Society of Jurists. 

The invaluable ideological assistance of the Soviet Union 

and the CPSU(B) was a great factor contributing to the 

Marxist-Leninist education of our intelligentsia. The decision 

of the Central Committee of the CPSU(B) on ideological 

matters and the immensely valuable statements of A. A. 

Zhdanov on this problem as well as the discussions held in 

Rumania on a high ideological level in the sphere of science 

and art, were an invaluable guide to our Party, and to all 

intellectuals in science, literature and art, the popularisation of 

the decisions of the Central Committee of the CPSU(B) among 

the intelligentsia and the broad masses, their practical 
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application to the conditions in our country and the lessons 

drawn, were a powerful weapon with the help of which we 

brought about a serious turning point on the ideological front. 

Soviet science, the most progressive science, is widely 

studied and mastered by our scientific workers. As Professor 

Traian Savulescu, President of the Rumanian Academy of 

Sciences, has stated. Michurin’s biological teaching is 

becoming the guiding principle in the work of our biologists. 

In 1947 the Rumanian-Soviet Scientific Institute was 

formed, on the initiative of our Party, to popularise the 

achievements of Soviet science and culture, its conceptions and 

methods. During the past two years the Institute has translated 

into Rumanian 2,400 articles from Soviet journals and 

scientific works, given 3,000 consultations and 505 reports on 

various scientific subjects. The Institute recently held two 

scientific conferences on the subjects: “Michurin’s teaching—a 

triumph of Soviet biological science” and “The Soviets—the 

basis of the most advanced democracy in the world”. In May 

alone sessions of the Institute were attended by 7,000 

intellectuals. 

ARLUS (Rumanian Society for Strengthening Friendly 

Relations with the Soviet Union) plays a particularly important 

role in educating our intelligentsia with the help of Soviet 

science and culture. ARLUS carried out extensive cultural and 

educational work, especially among intellectuals in the 

countryside. Nearly 560,000 representatives of the 

intelligentsia are members of ARLUS. The Society’s weekly 

publication “Viac Nou” has a circulation of 100,000 copies. 

The “House of Rumanian-Soviet Friendship” carries out 

similar important work. 

Soviet literature is very popular in the country. Our 

intelligentsia—and for that matter all readers—are educating 

themselves on this literature. Our writers and artists are 

learning from Soviet writers and artists to create works that 
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express the Party approach, the spirit of socialist realism. The 

visits of Soviet artists, Vera Mukhina, Alexandrov, Oistrakh, 

Oborin, Barsova, Lepeshinskaya and others and the concerts 

given by the well-known Alexandrov, Moiseyev, Dunayevsky 

and Pyatnisky song and dance ensembles, were valuable 

contributions in this direction. 

The work of the Party to popularise Marxist-Leninist 

theory is of enormous significance in educating the 

intelligentsia. The Publishing House of the Party has issued 

about 20 million copies of Marxist-Leninist works, including 

4,000,000 copies of the classics. 

Comrade Stalin’s brilliant work “Short History of the 

CPSU(B)” is widely studied, individually and in thousands of 

circles and groups under the guidance of the Party 

organisations. This book has been published in 625,000 copies 

in Rumania. A large number of circles and groups studying the 

“Short History” are made up of intellectuals. 

Our press, guided by the Party, plays a leading role in the 

Marxist-Leninist education of the intelligentsia. “Scanteia” 

(“The Spark”), central organ of the Party, regularly carries 

theoretical articles of Marxism-Leninism. 

“Lupta de Clasa”, theoretical and political organ of the 

Central Committee, has a circulation of 40,000. The journal 

devote considerable space to science, literature, art and 

education, and contains critical reviews of new works. The 

weekly “Contemporanul” is also very popular among the 

intelligentsia. 

The struggle to defeat the class enemy and remove him 

from the spheres of art and literature was a bitter contest. As 

the working class strengthened its political and economic 

positions this was one of the few sectors where the enemy 

found asylum. The reactionary elements resorted to most subtle 

methods in an endeavour to retain The Party helped writers and 

artists to get rid of the patronage of the “money bag”, the 
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persecution of the traders in art. It is helping them to break 

away from the influence of decaying bourgeois art, to 

overcome formalism and cosmopolitanism, is helping them to 

learn about the life and struggle of the working people, the 

world outlook of the working class and to raise their art to a 

high level so that it will be an art permeated with Party 

principle. 

Steady work is being carried out in this direction under the 

immediate guidance of the Central Committee of the Party. 

During the past few months alone the Central Committee 

sponsored two conferences on art and literature and on music 

and literary criticism. 

Our Party press is a powerful weapon in the struggle for 

Marxist ideology in literature and art. For instance, “Scanteia” 

carried a series of articles combating the influence of 

imperialist ideology and culture, bourgeois cosmopolitanism, 

exposing the class enemy’s attacks on the ideological front. It 

printed articles by leading scientists, writers and artists, 

educated our cultural workers to appreciate and treasure the 

progressive past of our national culture, fought against 

formalism and, with various suggestions, helped our 

intellectuals to find new subjects reflecting the interests of 

socialist construction. Many articles published by the central 

organ of the Party and commented on by the rest of the press 

were warmly welcomed by our intelligentsia and served as a 

guide in their work. 

The art exhibitions held during the past two years were 

widely discussed in the press. 

The work accomplished under the guidance of the Party is 

now yielding its fruit. Many poets, writers, playwrights, 

composers, artists and sculptors are making their contribution 

to a literature and art serving the interests of the working 

people and socialist construction in our country. 

Those writers and artists who still cling to the old 
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ideological positions fail to see how rich and varied are the 

sources of our creative life today. They fail to see the heroic 

struggle the working class is waging under the leadership of the 

Party, to build a new socialist society. That is why their works 

are as lacking in content as a withered flower, being based 

solely on a formalistic use of words and conceptions. 

As a result of the struggle carried out by the Party our 

theatres which, in the past, were frustrated by Western 

decadence, completely changed their repertoires. Today these 

are for the most part, composed of Soviet plays. New 

Rumanian plays reflecting the life and struggle of the working 

class (“The Miners”, “The Alternative”), are also being 

staged with great success. 

The cinema, in the past one of the most poisonous 

instruments of cosmopolitanism, has also been purged of 

influences distorting social reality, of the sex and crime films 

which mostly came from Hollywood. Today Soviet films, one 

of the most important means of educating the masses, 

predominate on the screen. Our intellectuals were particularly 

impressed by the Soviet film “Court of Honour”. 

We still have serious shortcomings in our educational work 

among writers and artists. Under the guidance of the Party 

widespread discussions were held which decisively influenced 

the further development of our art and literature in the spirit of 

socialist realism. But as yet we have not enough Party-

conscious cadres among the art and literary critics. 

 

* * * 

 

An important task in the Party’s work to educate and re-

educate intellectuals is to educate in them a real, socialist 

patriotism untalented by any trace of nationalism but filled 

with a love for their native land, the Rumanian People’s 

Republic which is building Socialism, and a boundless love 
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and loyally to the working people. 

We arranged visits to factories, plants, mines and villages 

for the intelligentsia and especially for scientific and art 

workers to acquaint them with the heroic work of the working 

class and peasantry and thus inspire them with a feeling of 

respect for the working people, to bring them into contact with 

the producers of material values, with the people whom the 

bourgeoisie had taught them to despise. These scientific and art 

workers are now visiting workers’ centres where they are 

giving reports at factories and in the village houses of culture, 

holding literary evenings organising literary circles and 

concerts. 

In response to the call of our Party, writers and poets 

visited factories, mines and construction sites to look for 

subjects and new sources of inspiration which would reflect in 

literature the beginnings of the new life in our country. Thus, 

for instance, the play “The Miners” was written after the author 

Davidoglu had spent a long time among the miners in the Jiu 

Valley. 

Before the first collective farms were formed, each 

brigade, sent by the Party organisations to the countryside to 

help the working peasantry build the collective farms, was 

accompanied by writers and poets. 

Propaganda of the fighting past of our working people, of 

everything progressive in the history of Rumanian literature, is 

an important factor in educating our intellectuals in the spirit of 

socialist patriotism. 

A number of the latest novels, plays and poems have been 

inspired by episodes from the revolutionary struggle of the 

working people, episodes from the life of the heroic fighters of 

our Party. Many artistic creations are based on themes taken 

from the history of the 1848 revolution, the 1907 peasant 

uprising and the struggle of the working class in 1933. New 

musical compositions are being written which draw their 
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inspiration from the treasure-house of Rumanian folk tunes. 

These are the different forms with the aid of which our 

Party is educating intellectuals in the spirit of patriotism, is 

teaching them in their creative work to combine the idea of 

patriotism with that of proletarian internationalism. By 

combining patriotic education with internationalist education 

our Party is fighting for the victory of the Stalinist principle—

for a culture national in form and socialist in content. And this 

great Stalinist principle is successfully being mastered by our 

intelligentsia. 

 

*** 

 

The peace movement is greatly influencing the mass of the 

Rumanian intelligentsia. 

The peace congress held in Bucharest last March, attended 

by more than 800 representatives of the intelligentsia from all 

countries, was an outstanding event in the cultural life of the 

Republic and at the same time vividly demonstrated the role of 

the Rumanian intelligentsia in the front of peace, democracy 

and Socialism, headed by the great Soviet Union. The congress 

supported the proposal of the Bucharest workers to form a 

“Society to Popularise Science and Culture”, which has 

recently been organised. 

Unquestionably, much work has still to be done by our 

Party to re-educate the old intelligentsia and train new cadres 

from among the working people. We are not resting on our 

achievements, for we are well aware that greater vigilance is 

called for on the ideological front than on any other sector of 

the class struggle. However, we are confident that our Party, by 

following the fine example of Soviet socialist culture and by 

mastering the rich revolutionary experience of the Soviet 

Union, will achieve new and decisive successes in the struggle 

to form an intelligentsia of the new type, an intelligentsia 
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bound closely to the people and serving the people. 

Such an intelligentsia is taking shape in the People’s 

Republic of Rumania guided by the beacon—light of the 

brilliant teachings of Lenin and Stalin, by the leadership of our 

Workers’ Party. And this intelligentsia is beginning to take an 

ever more active part in the struggle of the working people to 

build Socialism and strengthen the camp of peace, headed by 

the great Soviet Union, under the leadership of Joseph 

Vissarionovich Stalin, the brilliant leader of the people, an 

outstanding leader of science. 
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GROWING UNEMPLOYMENT IN 
CAPITALIST COUNTRIES (REVIEWING 

THE PRESS) 
 

The statistics offices and the bourgeois press in the 

capitalist countries are most anxious to hide the real 

unemployment figures from the public. They are past-masters 

at cooking the figures and suiting their statistics to any given 

occasion. For example, the Italian Government’s sensational 

propaganda alleging that in the past few months unemployment 

in Italy dropped considerably, has been blown sky-high by 

“l’Unita”. The “drop” unemployment turns out to be a slick 

trick of government officials who arbitrarily excluded half a 

million workers from the unemployment register. 

 

* ** 

Despite feverish efforts on the part of Wall Street to avoid 

or stem the crisis now enveloping the United States the 

economic situation is deteriorating. According to the Federal 

Reserve Board, the index of industrial production dropped by 

more than 4 per cent in July. Since November total output has 

gone down by more than 17 per cent. Last July, the steel 

smelting industry worked to an average of 71 per cent of 

capacity compared with 82 per cent in June 1948. The Federal 

Reserve Board also admits that there is a considerable 

reduction in the output of coal, crude oil and various ores. 

The steady drop in production in the U.S. is sending 

unemployment up. According to progressive American 

newspapers, there are 6 million unemployed in the U.S., and 12 

million workers on short-time. In the course of a year the 

number of the workers in the U.S. has gone up by 2,227,000. 

According to the journal “Report on World Affairs” even 

between June and July the number of unemployed went up by 
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300,000. Quite  recently the Labour Department admitted that 

there were at least 32 distressed areas where 12 or more per 

cent of the workers had no jobs. 

As a result of the close economic “cooperation” between 

Canada and the U.S., Canada’s foreign trade balance, which 

during recent years was from half a billion to one and a half 

billion dollars, dropped to 29 million dollars in the first half of 

1949. Canada is also losing markets, unable to find an outlet 

for their goods, the Canadian capitalists are curtailing 

production and have started to dismiss workers on a mass 

scale. At the “Drop Forge” plant nearly half the workers have 

been discharged. Thousands have been dismissed from the 

“Atlas Steel” and “Electrometals” factories and from textile 

mills. 

According to the press, by August unemployment in 

Canada had risen to 250,000. 

At the end of August the democratic press in France 

published a letter from the Executive of the National 

Federation of Metalworkers to the President of the French 

Republic. Their letter said: “The Federation of Metalworkers 

points out that the policy of subordination to foreign countries 

pursued by the government in office since 1947 is the main 

reason for curtailing French industry”. The letter stresses that 

there have been dismissals in the aircraft, shipbuilding, 

electrical, agricultural engineering industries and points to the 

danger of unemployment threatening the automobile industry. 

Official figures—clearly underestimated—give the figure 

for unemployment in France as 650,000. The French 

Government whose policy is determined by Marshall Plan 

conditions and a series of onerous treaties and agreements with 

the U.S., is dooming workers, artisans, peasants and small 

tradesmen to poverty and starvation. 

The “Socialist” Labour Government in Britain has led the 

country to tag behind Wall Street’s tail. The recent Washington 
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talks and the consequent devaluation of the pound have led to 

Britain’s even greater subordination to the American magnates. 

The deterioration in the economic situation continues. 

According to official statistics, there are 400,000 unemployed 

excluding short-time workers. 

In some parts of South Wales unemployment has become a 

chronic phenomenon. Workers have been idle for years. The 

recent statement of the Labour Press about decreased 

unemployment does not tally with the real state of affairs, to 

put it mildly. 

Unemployment will grow at a catastrophic rate following 

the devaluation of the pound. 

The so-called West-German State, the illegitimate 

offspring of Wall Street, is experiencing all the “joys” and 

consequences of Anglo-American domination and its 

disastrous policy pursued in relation to the German people. The 

growth of mass unemployment in Western Germany is the 

direct result of the rule of the U.S. and the British imperialists 

there. 

According to the Swiss newspaper “Voix Ouvriere”, there 

are 1,254,000 unemployed in the Western zones. Last year 

there were 650,000 people out of work. The British occupation 

authorities admit that there are 200,000 people without any 

means of existence in their zone. Böckler, Chairman of the 

Trade Union Council in Western Germany, considers that this 

figure is a gross underestimation, for in the five towns alone—

Dusseldorf, Duisburg, Essen, Gelsenkirchen and Dortmund 

90,000 skilled workers were dismissed when plants were 

dismantled. According to Böckler, of the total number of 

workers in these five towns, 10 to 20 per cent are unemployed 

while in Bottrop this figure reaches 51 per cent. 

The situation in the Western sector of Berlin is no better. 

Of the 750,000 able-bodied people in Western Berlin, writes 

the London “Observer”, over 200,000 are now out of work and 
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this number is steadily growing. This means that from a quarter 

to one third of’ all the families in Western Berlin are living in 

poverty. 

Similarly, the colonisation policy of the Anglo-American 

monopolists has also brought unbearable conditions to the 

working people of the occupied zones in Austria. As reported 

by the journal “Die Arbeit” (Nr. 9, September 1949), there are 

more than 70,000 unemployed among the youth alone in 

Austria of whom 18,000 have been out of work since 1945. 

The working class by no means meekly accepts 

capitalism’s onslaught on its living standards. In all the 

capitalist countries the working people are persistently fighting, 

under the leadership of the Communist Parties, against the 

imperialist yoke, and in this struggle their class consciousness 

is maturing and their organisation and fighting capacity 

developing. 

 

A. DRUGOV 
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SENTENCE IS PASSED. Drawing by 
Kukriniski 
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COMMENTS ON TRIAL OF HUNGARIAN 
STATE CRIMINAL RAJK AND HIS 

ASSOCIATES 
 

HOLLAND 
 

Addressing a mass meeting in Amsterdam, Comrade de 

Groot, General Secretary of the Communist Party of Holland, 

said: “The Right social-democratic leaders are grieving over 

Rajk. Forrink, Chairman of the Labour Party, who recently 

declared that the day the Soviet Army crossed the Oder was the 

black day of his life, is now singing the praises of Rajk and his 

associates. The screaming set up by reaction and its lackeys, 

the Right social democrats, goes to prove the saying: “Step on 

a dog’s paw and the whole pack bowls”. 

The newspaper “De Waarheid” writes: “Behind the scenes 

of the Rajk trial we must look  for Belgrade. Tito has turned 

Yugoslavia into a centre for conspiracy against the Soviet 

Union and the People’s Democracies. Rajk’s plot was aimed at 

carrying out Churchill’s plans to create Anglo-American strong 

points in the Balkans”. 

 

SWEDEN 
 

The newspaper “Ny Dag” writes: 

“The trial of Rajk exposes the odious methods employed 

by the class enemy. It  explains very many recent events, 

particularly the attitude of the Tito clique in Yugoslavia. The 

trial has liquidated one of the most dangerous centres of the 

organisers of war. 
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“In Yugoslavia the agents of international capital have dug 

themselves in especially in the leadership of the Communist 

Party and in the State apparatus. They have placed their people 

in key positions and have taken the course of breaking with the 

Soviet Union and the People’s Democracies. They are using 

terror and violence against the people who wished to bring 

about the socialist development of the country. The Tito-ites 

have always been ‘revolutionary’ in words. However, it is now 

clear that in reality they want to restore capitalism in 

Yugoslavia. But the Yugoslav people will undoubtedly have 

their say, for Tito has now shown openly on whose orders he is 

acting”. 

 

NORWAY 
 

The Central Committee of the Communist Party of Norway 

has passed the following resolution on the Rajk trial: “By 

joining the Atlantic Pact, Norway has been drawn into the 

imperialist military bloc. The nation is threatened with 

catastrophe. On the eve of the general election scheduled for 

October 10, the Communist Party of Norway regards as its 

main task the struggle for peace and the country’s liberation 

from the fetters of preparations for an imperialist war. We 

regard the trial Rajk and the other traitors as a part of the 

struggle for peace. Those who desert the front of peace and 

Socialism and join the agents of death and war must be made to 

answer for their deeds. We pledge ourselves to devote all our 

strength to the cause of peace and Socialism”. 

 

DENMARK 
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“Land og Folk”, central organ of the Communist Party of 

Denmark, writes: “The trial of Rajk and his gang is of great 

significance, reaching far beyond the borders of the Hungarian 

People’s Republic. Not only were the conspirators connected 

with criminal elements; they also relied on political 

assassination and treason. The exposure made at the trial… 

delivers a crushing blow at those feverishly preparing for a new 

war”. 

FINLAND 
 

In an editorial on the Rajk trial “Tuekan Sanomat”, central 

organ of the Communist Party of Finland, points out that “in 

their struggle against the victorious working class, the ring-

leaders of dying capitalism no longer find their old weapons 

enough for them, so they have to resort to the assistance of 

spies, saboteurs and political espionage agents”. 



POLITICAL NOTES 
 

DEVALUATION AND ITS AFTERMATH 
 

The devaluation of the £ sterling and the subsequent wave 

of currency convulsions in a score of other capitalist countries 

are concrete expressions of the ever deepening capitalist crisis. 

Simultaneously, devaluation represents a crafty attempt on 

the part of the ruling classes in the capitalist countries and their 

“Socialist” henchmen to make the working people shoulder the 

burden of the crisis. 

One of the immediate consequences of the devaluation of 

the £ was a substantial increase in the price of bread, and since 

much of Britain’s food is imported from the so-called dollar 

areas, Canada, the U.S., and South America, it is anticipated 

that the effect will be a gradual increase in prices over the next 

few months bringing the cost of living· up by at least ten per 

cent. 

While working class housewives in Britain were faced with 

this grim prospect, stockbrokers and speculators in the City 

made millions in one of the wildest gambles in the history of 

the Stock Exchange. Taking advantage of the increase in the 

price of gold caused by the devaluation, stock-exchange sharks 

in the course of a few hours on September 20th raked in over 

£200 million. 

Cripps and his fellow Labourites are silent about these 

facts. But when five million British workers, enraged at the 

growing capitalist profits, put forward modest demands for 

wage increases to meet the increased cost of living, Attlee, 

Cripps, Bevin, Churchill and Deakin in one voice chorus their 

action as a “Communist plot”. 
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In addition to  worsening the conditions of the British 

workers, devaluation represents an intensified effort by the 

British monopolists to undercut and vanquish their West 

European competitors. 

The tumbling rates for the French, Belgian and 

Luxembourg franc, Swedish and Danish crowns, Dutch 

guilders, the Portuguese escudo, Finnish mark and a host of 

other currencies indicate the increased contradictions between 

the “Marshall Plan” countries. 

M. Petsche, French Finance Minister, in a sharp rebuke to 

his Marshallised brother, Cripps, described the devaluation of 

sterling as “a rate of commercial warfare”, This statement was 

backed up by the influential “Le Monde” which said the British 

are “going to develop a commercial offensive in the world 

markets”. 

M. Blum, pretending to be angry at being let down by his 

“Socialist” friends across the Channel, writes: “The British 

move was made alone... it confronted Europe with a fait 

accompli”. 

The “Marshall Plan” which Bevin “grabbed with both 

hands” has intensified to infinity the chaos inherent in capitalist 

economy. The “partners” in “European Economic 

Cooperation” have become cut-throat competitors engaged in a 

frantic and fruitless quest for the Yankee dollars. 

It is not at all accidental that Bevin and Cripps returned 

from Washington with the old capitalist recipe for the workers, 

work harder and eat less. 

 

BIRDS OF A FEATHER 
 

Few today remember that somewhere there is an immature 

young man—Peter II, ex-Ring of Yugoslavia—who took 

refuge in London during the liberation war of his people and 
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who, after the war, unsuccessfully attempted to regain Royal 

grandeur. 

Neither during the war, nor after it, did Peter win fame. But 

for all that he still exists in this world and even gives 

interviews. A few days ago Peter told the correspondent of the 

French paper “Combat” that he would have no objections to 

returning to Yugoslavia for if he could get certain guarantees, 

“there would be nothing to separate him from Tito”. 

This is no slip of the tongue. Peter was asked point blank: 

Do you mean to say that your attitude to Tito would be 

different if Tito “decided on extending the political basis” of 

his order? 

It appears that Peter answered Yes. Yes, he is ready to help 

Tito. He is prepared to let bygones be bygones and share the 

Royal Palace in Belgrade with Tito. 

Come to think of it what obstacles could there be to this? 

Perhaps the only differences that would arise would be on the 

question of who would get which apartments. Of course, when 

Juiovic and Hebrang were there, Peter had no intentions of 

“strengthening the existing order in Yugoslavia”. But the 

“construction” of the order which Kardelj, Djilas and Rankovic 

hope to complete under their leader, suits Peter. 

Since Truman honours Tito with his approval, Churchill 

applauds him and Pope Pius prays for him, there is absolutely 

no reason why Peter should hesitate. As he said in his 

interview, “he cannot ignore the opinion of certain Western 

Powers”. 

Why have the masters of His ex-Majesty called on his 

services? There was a time when they were not at all concerned 

that Peter could not return to Belgrade. There was Tito instead. 

But things are different today. The Budapest trial has stripped 

the sheep-skin from the wolf back. Such being the case, His ex-

Majesty decided that the time had arrived for him to raise his 

voice. Who knows, maybe he would meet with response. 
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But supposing Tito, in spite of having been completely 

exposed, insists on averring that he is an “orthodox Marxist”— 

what then? To meet this emergency “His Majesty” declares: 

“The fact that I do not ignore the opinion of certain Western 

Powers... does not mean that I will refrain from severely 

criticising the policy of the Belgrade Government...”. Peter was 

then simply asked whether he had reached an agreement with 

Tito. Peter was silent—but as we know, silence means tacit 

agreement. 

Incidentally, the question was superfluous. A fastidious  of 

the interview would put the paper down in disgust say: birds of 

a feather... 

 

THEY ARE TESTING THEIR ARMS 
 

The Athens correspondent of the “Sunday Chronicle” 

reports that Britain and the United States are using the war 

against the Greek democrats to test the new types of arms with 

which the Greek monarchist army and air forces were liberally 

supplied during the battles in the mountains of Grammos. 

The correspondent writes that the British experts studied 

the effect of incendiary bombs, dropped by 50 “Spitfires”, in 

order to improve their design and application. American 

experts are also testing new types of arms. 

 

Jan Marek 
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WORKERS OF FINLAND FIGHT FOR 
BREAD AND FREEDOM. V. Pessi, General 
Secretary, Communist Party of Finland 

 

The class struggle in Finland has heightened particularly 

during the recent period. The Government, headed by Right 

Social Democrats, used armed police against strikers in Kemi 

(North Finland), the centre of the lumber and woodworking 

industry. As a result, two strikers were killed and dozens 

wounded. 

Both the Government and the reactionary leaders of the 

Trade Union Federation declared open battle against the 

workers who struck also in other parts of the country for better 

conditions. The Executive Committee of the Federation 

expelled the five unions that had set the struggle in motion: the 

building transport, food, lumber-raftsmen and wood-workers’ 

unions, threatening to take the same measure against many 

other national and local trade union organisations. 

At a Council meeting of the Federation on September 4-6, 

the Social Democratic majority approved this decision and 

added another two unions to the list: the divers and bricklayers’ 

unions. Also the Communist V. Tattari, Vice-Chairman of the 

Federation, was removed from his post. In this way, the Right 

social democrats have taken the path of splitting the trade 

union movement. 

Finnish, and indeed the whole of international reaction 

hastened to express its admiration of the Right social democrat 

leaders. The “Dagens Nyheter”—the Swedish “Voice of 

America” and the mouthpiece of big capital in Sweden—

praised those who, in the struggle against the Communists have 

“more clearly defined aims and more effective methods than 

the social democrat leader of any other country”. The 

American press hailed the Right social democrats of Finland as 
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the defenders of public order in Europe and openly called on 

them to use force against the Communists. U.S. imperialist 

circles are behind the scenes of Finnish reaction’s—vicious 

attacks against the workers. World reaction has mobilised its 

supporters in Finland in an attempt to crush the democratic 

forces and clear the way for Finland to join the camp of the 

American warmongers. 

A year ago, the Central Committee of the Communist Party 

of Finland defined the economic aims of the social democratic 

Government as follows: 

“In the sphere of economy, the Government will endeavour 

to harness Finland’s economy to that of the Western countries 

which are subject to crisis, to strengthen the power of big 

capital and to increase the millionaire profits of the capitalists 

by worsening the conditions of the working people. Twenty 

capitalist families are trying to split the trade union movement, 

to deprive the working class of the possibility of defending 

itself and to shift the heavy consequences of the approaching 

economic crisis on to the shoulders of the working people”. 

The experience of the past year confirms the correctness of 

this estimation. The Government of Socialist traitors started out 

by taking under its wing the big Vjartsilia iron and steel 

concern which received hundreds of millions of marks from the 

State for reparations orders. Since this Government has been in 

power, the workers have not received a single wage increase 

although prices are still going up. Together with the employers’ 

organisations, the Prices and Wages Council slashed wages, 

taking advantage of the unemployment in the country—more 

than 50,000 people were out of work last winter. 

The standard of living has also deteriorated as a result of 

increased rents and higher prices. In the course of the year, 

rents went up by 38.5 per cent, the price of bread nearly 

doubled white the prices of textiles and leather goods 

registered a 15 to 26 per cent increase.  
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This policy is piling up profits for the big industrial 

concerns. Even according to official figures these concerns 

increased their profits by 58 per cent last year compared with 

1947, while five of the leading banks in the country increased 

their profits by 41 per cent. 

Devaluation of the Finnish mark by 17.7 per cent last July 

was the latest present made by the Government to big capital in 

Finland and to America. Faced with a fall in prices for pulp and 

timber on the Western market, the capitalist exporters hastened 

to shift the consequences of this onto the shoulders of the 

working people.  

The devaluation of the mark vividly illustrates how, 

although unable to include the country openly in the Marshall 

Plan, Finland’s reactionary circles, with the help of the 

Government of Right social democrats, are actually pursuing 

the economic policy of the Marshall countries in their effort to 

subordinate the country’s economy to the interests of Anglo-

American economic expansion. Immediately following the 

devaluation of the Finnish  mark, the export price of pulp was 

cut 20 per cent. The capitalist  exporters are separately trying to 

hold on to the U.S. markets by reducing prices, and all this is 

being done at the expense of the working people. 

As a reward for their services, the World Bank gave 

Finland’s big industrialists a loan of 12,500,000 dollars at the 

end of July. This loan was distributed among various 

industries. Black the President of the Bank, stressed that 

Finland was the first East European country to receive the loan 

since Finland has an “independent (i.e., anti-Soviet—V.P.) 

Government”. 

The decision of the Finnish State Bank and Government to 

further devalue the currency naturally caused alarm among the 

working people. Formerly the pretext given for refusing 

demands for wage increases was the danger of devaluation. 

The Tannerite, Varonen appointed Minister without Portfolio at 
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the beginning of August, stated a year ago that preserving the 

rate of exchange was essential to stabilisation since the wage 

level depended on it. 

Now he sharply rejects all workers’ demands for wage 

increases, claiming that “export difficulties” make it essential 

to lower the workers’ standard of living. 

All the facts set in motion the movement of the workers for 

higher wages, launched by five trade unions on August 18-21. 

At the beginning of September, this movement covered 70,000 

workers, including 35,000 building workers and 10,000 

dockers. They demanded a wage increase of 10-15 marks an 

hour. All building workers and dockers struck work. All 

decisive branches of other industries also downed tools.  

Carrying out the orders of their American masters, the 

Right social democrats announced their intention to crush the 

strike movement at all costs. The difficulties of the struggle are 

multiplied by the fact that the Right social democrats are in the 

majority in the Federation leadership. On the other hand, this 

majority is systematically demoralising and splitting the ranks 

of the workers who are fighting for better conditions, and on 

the other, it is openly recruiting strike-breakers and supporting 

the violence of the Government which is trying to crush the 

strike movement. 

The latest example of the treachery of the Right social 

democrats is the terror unleashed by the Minister of the Interior 

against the Kemi strikers. By unprecedented terror and 

undermining activities, the Right social democrats succeeded in 

partly splitting the ranks of the workers in certain industries,  

such as the woodworking and the food industries. The 

leadership of these union has found it necessary to call off the 

struggle. Even so, by their actions the workers forced the 

Rights in the Federation to condemn the planned general wage 

cut. The workers succeeded in concluding agreements with 

some of the employers and winning wage increases. But they 
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did not secure a general wage increase. The broad masses of 

Finland’s working people are more and more realising from 

their own experience that The Right social democrats are in the 

service of the capitalists. 

The workers see, in the attempt of the Rights to split the 

trade union movement, a fatal step toward restoring the old 

reactionary regime when the workers were entirely dependent 

on the exploiters. In spite of the criminal actions of the Rights, 

in spite of the expulsion of certain trade union from the 

Federation, the militant workers in the country are continuing 

the struggle for a united trade union movement and are not 

withdrawing from the Federation. While defending trade union 

unity they are, at the same time, demanding that the trade 

unions should, in the spirit of the principles of the World 

Federation of Trade Unions, wage a struggle against the 

capitalists, against the danger of a new war and against the loss 

of civil liberties. 

Arising from the struggle of the workers for better 

conditions, the capitalist and Social Democratic press are 

waging a vicious campaign against the Communist Party. 

Reaction is trying to discredit the struggle of the workers by 

asserting that it is part of “the plan for an uprising” by the 

Communists in Finland. Reaction knows that the Communist 

Party is the firm defender of the rights of the working people.  

That is why the provocateurs are using every pretext to 

attack the Communists. During the past few weeks, the 

authorities grossly violated civil liberties guaranteed in the 

Constitution. Dozens of Kemi workers were arrested for 

“suspected participation in preparations for an uprising”, after 

Minister of the Interior Simonen’s police opened fire on the 

strikers and clubbed hem. The same police raided the district 

committee of the Party in Kemi. Martial law was declared in 

the town and police patrols, armed with tommy-guns, terrorised 

the population. The object of this provocation was to crush the 
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struggle of the workers with violence and to strike at our Party. 

The Finnish workers repelled the savage onslaught of 

reaction by lodging protests and holding demonstrations. Tie 

Government was forced to cancel martial law in Kemi, to 

remove the patrols, and even obliged the employers to restore 

the former wage scales, thus recognising the justice of the 

struggle of the workers whose fight against wage cuts was 

supported by all the workers of Kemi who declared a 

solidarity. strike. Such are the results of the courageous 

struggle waged by the Kemi workers and the mass actions of 

the workers in other parts of the country in support of the Kemi 

workers. The organisers of the anti-Communist provocation 

suffered a fiasco. 

A bitter and stubborn struggle for bread and civil liberties 

still lies ahead of our working class. Lined up against the 

workers are the arrogant employers and the Right social 

democrats—obedient tools of their American masters—who 

are employing every vile means to undermine the 

determination of the workers and demoralise them. 

But the working class of our country is not defenceless. It 

has its powerful political and mass organisations, tempered 

bitter struggle. Behind it is the Peace treaty which prohibits 

discrimination against the Left working class movement and 

protects civil rights and liberties. The workers of Finland draw 

courage and confidence rom the struggle which the democratic 

camp is waging against the warmongers, and, above all, from 

the great achievements of the Bolshevik Party and the peoples 

of the Soviet Union. 

The Finnish Communists defend the interests of the 

workers and of all the working people. They are fighting for 

the independence of their country, for the freedom of their 

people, for peace. The Communist Party of Finland is 

developing and being tempered at the head of the struggle of 

the working people. It realises its tasks and will carry out its 
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duty. 
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